[image: cover-image, Revelation Oct 2019 for epub]
Let's Read Revelation!
International Edition
T. Pandit
S. Braian (charts)
This book is the International version of a college level textbook prepared a few years ago for a Bible college in South India.
It can also be used for Bible study groups in local churches and for individual students of the Bible. It was written with the South Indian Christian context in mind. But with minor adaptions it should be useful in any cultural context.
To write a textbook like this requires resources. I have, of course, consulted Bible dictionaries and other reference books. I am particularly indebted to The Message of Revelation by Michael Wilcock in the “Bible Speaks Today Series,” to his theological understanding of the book, his way of structuring it, and his interpretation of various verses and passages.
August 2019
T. Pandit has many years of experience as an educationist, as a Bible teacher and a college principal, in India as well as internationally. All the charts have been prepared by Mr. S. Braian, a graphic designer and artist based in Europe.
The authors of this work hereby waive all claim of copyright (economic and moral) in this work and immediately places it in the public domain. It may be used, distorted or destroyed in any manner whatsoever without further attribution or notice to the creator. 
The author would, however, object to any republishing of this work for the purposes of financial gain. For further information please contact editor@panditteachesthebible.net.
Studies
Introduction
A different kind of book
Very few people in India have read a book like this before. It is really a different  and strange kind of book. Or perhaps it is better to say that it is three kinds of books in one. 
It calls itself a “revelation.” This was a widespread genre among the Jews about two thousand years ago. Most “revelations” use dreams, visions of angels, and coded language to describe God’s judgment over a sinful world and the salvation of his people from oppression and persecution. 
But it also calls itself a “prophecy.” It is prophecy in two ways: It reveals the truth about good and evil – and about the dangerous situation of the church in this world. And it reveals the future of this created world and the people of God, the church. 
Finally this “revelation” and this “prophecy” are shaped into a letter sent to seven churches in the Roman province of Asia. In extension the book is, of course, also sent to the church universal, which includes all believers in India today. So it has a message for us today – in spite of all its strangeness.
The author
The author calls himself John. He is a prisoner on the island of Patmos because of his Christian faith. Most probably he is the John of the gospels and Acts, Jesus’ disciple and an apostle in the early church.
The recipients
John writes to “the seven churches in the province of Asia.” They are in the cities of Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. These churches face all kinds of problems. There is opposition and persecution from outsiders. And there is false teaching and ungodly living from within the church. John has a message from Jesus to the churches. It is a message of warning, but also of promise – if they remain faithful to him they will sit with him on his throne in the paradise of God forever. The faithful church has indeed a bright future.
When was it written?
Bible scholars do not agree on when the book was written. But around 95 AD seems to best fit the social and religious circumstances found in the book. This was during the end of the reign of the Roman emperor Domitian, who claimed to be “Our lord and God.”
The theme of the book
The book is about Jesus and the church. The church is facing a lot of difficulties in this world as it is being attacked by Satan’s evil forces. But Jesus is in control of the situation. He is the Lamb who redeemed men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation (5:9) when he was sacrificed on the cross for our salvation. He is now standing in the center of God’s throne, in control of the events of the world and protecting his people from their enemies. All this is revealed to John. But he is also shown the future. Satan and his forces will be destroyed. This present world will  pass away and be replaced by a new heaven and a new earth (21:1), the dwelling place of God and his people. And death shall be no more, nor sorrow nor crying or pain any more, because the former things have passed away (21:4).
How to read the book
The first recipients of Revelation most probably had the whole book read to them by their church leaders in one session. They must have listened with open ears and eyes as the challenging words hit their hearts and minds, and as the many scenes with strange and colorful visions unfolded before them.
We learn this for our own reading:
	Read the whole book in one session. Our usual way of reading a few verses at a time will not bring justice to this exciting book.

	Keep your heart and mind open. Allow the word of God to challenge you, your beliefs and your way of living.

	Keep your ears and eyes open. Listen to the loud voices of angels and worshipers. Be fascinated by the visions of strange events and creatures.

A final word of advice: Always look for the big picture of the New Testament gospel message. This is also the message of Revelation. Don’t get sidetracked into details that may confuse you. Don’t get caught up in questions that nobody can answer.
(Go to Table of Contents)
 
Study 1: Prologue, 1:1–3
Introduction
John explains what kind of book Revelation is. It is a revelation from God about Jesus for all believers, delivered to John by an angel. It is a prophetic message about Jesus revealing what must soon take place. The believers must read, hear and accept it, because the time is near.
Notes
Verse 1 echoes Dan 2:28–29; compare Rev 1:19; 22:6
revelation of Jesus Christ (v 1): This expression can mean revelation “from or by Jesus Christ” or “about Jesus Christ” or both (compare 22:16). The Greek word is apokalypsis which means “revelation, unveiling.” Apocalyptic was a Jewish literary genre that developed in the centuries before Christ, It had its roots in Old Testament prophecy. See Apocalyptic literature in the reference section of this book.
gave to him (v 1): Refers to Jesus, not to John (as in Kannada NIBV)
servants (v 1): In Revelation this word usually refers to believers in general.
soon (v 1): The Greek word can mean either “suddenly” or “before long.” The second meaning is more likely in this context.
the word of God and the testimony of Jesus (v 2): Compare 1:9. In Revelation, one important definition of the church is “people who have maintained the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (compare 6:9; 11:7; 12: 11, 17; 17:6; and 20:4).
prophecy (v 3): In the Bible “prophecy” not only foretells the future but proclaims any word from God, present or future.
the time is at hand (v 3): Revelation begins and ends with the statement that “the time is at hand” (compare 22:10).
Text questions
	How did the believers receive this revelation from God?

	What does John testify to in this book?

	Who are blessed – and why?

Think and discuss
	What do we learn from the prologue about the subject and message of Revelation?

	Compare must soon take place (1) with Daniel 2:28 (what will happen in days to come). Do you think that there could be a connection?

	What could be the meaning of “the time is near” (v 3)?

	What would be the relevance of this book for us today?

Sharing and application
Go through again the answers to the four questions above. Compare them with how you earlier understood the principal message of Revelation. Explain and clarify.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group based on this study.  You can call your study Four thoughts on Rev 1:1–3. These could be your thoughts:
	Revelation: This is a book that reveals Jesus: It gives us a deeper understanding of him.

	Blessed: The person who has a true understanding of Jesus is a blessed person.

	Urgency: Because of the situation in this world (“the time is near”) we must accept the testimony about Jesus and receive him as our personal savior.

	Persecution: Opposition and sometimes persecution is the lot of the church (“must soon take place”). Why? Because the battle between the kingdom of this world and the kingdom of our Lord Jesus is an ongoing battle – until he returns.

(Go to Answers 1)
 
Study 2: Greetings and doxology, 1:4–8
Introduction
John greets the recipients of his book, the seven churches in the Roman province of Asia, and blesses them in the name of the triune God. He states the facts that Jesus is coming back and that God is in control of history.
Notes
John (v 4): The author calls himself John four times in the book (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8). Early church tradition identifies him as John the apostle, the disciple of Jesus. This is confirmed by external evidence, even if many modern Bible scholars question this view and think that some other John wrote Revelation. See The Author of Revelation in the unit Reference.
the seven churches that are in Asia (v 4): This refers to the Roman province of Asia, which consisted of the southwestern part of Asia Minor. Ephesus was the capital. There were more than seven churches in that province in New Testament times. For the location of the seven churches see the map The seven churches of Revelation. (Go to the map)
who is, and who was and who is to come (v 4): This is a reference to God’s name in Ex 3:14–15 (compare Heb 13:8). It is an expanded form of the name of the Lord. Similar expressions are also used about God in 1:8; 4:8; 11:17 and 16:5; compare also Is 41:4. 
the seven spirits who are before his throne (v 4): The expression “the seven spirits” refers to the Holy Spirit. It could signify that the Spirit is at work – really at work – in the seven churches or it could signify completeness, “one Spirit it its totality and essence”; compare 3:1; 4:5; 5:6.
The description of Jesus Christ in the beginning of v 5a echoes two Old Testament prophetic texts, Is 55:4 and Ps 89:27. 
to be a kingdom and priests (v 6): See Ex 19:6 where God says to the people of Israel you will be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (compare Deut 7:6; 28:9). This expression is used again in Is 61, which is a prophecy about “the year of the Lord’s favour”: And you will be named priests of the LORD and called ministers of our God (v 6a; compare Is 62:12). In the New Testament, Peter uses it about the church: But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people (1 Pet 2:9; see also v 5). See also 5:10 (Your have made them kings and priests serving our God. And they will reign on the earth) and 20:6 (but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for one thousand years). Compare also 22:5 (And they will reign forever and ever).
he is coming with the clouds (v 7): This phrase echoes Dan 7:13. See also Matt 24:30; Mark 13:26; Luk 21:27; 1 Thess 4:17 about Jesus’ second coming.
every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. All the tribes of the earth will mourn over him (v 7): This echoes Zech 12:10, 12, 14. See also John 19:34, 37 and Matt 24:30. Those who pierced Jesus will recognize him at his return, and they will mourn that they have lost their opportunity of salvation.
the Alpha and the Omega (v 8): These were the first and the last letters of the Greek alphabet. The Kannada translations explain what the expression means by translating it “beginning and end.” 
Text questions
	To whom does John address his book?

	What names does John use for the triune God? And what is remarkable about the order?

	What do we learn about Jesus Christ in this passage?

	What do we learn about God the Father in this passage?

Think and discuss
	It has been said that Jesus Christ is portrayed “in his threefold office of Prophet, Priest, and King” in this passage. Explain how!

	What does this introductory greeting tell us about the book of Revelation?

Sharing and application
Has the book of Revelation conveyed a message of “confusion and fear” or a message of “comfort and hope” to you personally and to the believers in your church? Share your experiences and explain your feelings!
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group based on your answers to questions C 3 and D 1 in this study. Call your study Jesus Christ in Rev 1:4–8. 
(Go to Answers 2)
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Study 3: One like a Son of Man, 1:9–20
Introduction
John is a prisoner on the island of Patmos on account of the gospel. One Sunday, as he is in the Spirit, the resurrected Jesus appears to him and commissions him to write on a scroll what he sees and send it to the seven churches. This passage makes it clear to the readers that the resurrected Christ is the main theme of the book. Everything, and all that happens, will be depend on how it relates to him. 
Notes
Patmos (v 9): A small island off the coast of Asia Minor in the Aegean Sea. It probably served as a penal settlement during Roman times.
the Lord’s Day (v 10): The first day of the week, Sunday, the day when Jesus rose from the dead. On this day the early church used to meet for worship (see Acts 20:7). 
scroll/book (v 11): Pieces of papyrus or parchment stitched together and rolled on a rod. The book as we know it today was invented about one hundred years later. 
seven golden lampstands (v 12): This expression is explained in v 20. It refers to the seven churches.
like a son of man (v 13): This is a quotation from Dan 7:13. There Daniel sees one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of the sky. He came to the Ancient of Days and was brought into his presence. To him was given dominion, and glory, and a kingdom. All the peoples, nations and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed (Dan 7:13–14). 
clothed with a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest (v 13): This is how the Old Testament priests were dressed, see Ex 28:4; Lev 8:7. The description also echoes Ezek 9:2–11 in the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament (which is about a man clothed in linen and with a writing kit in his hand who executes God’s judgment over Jerusalem), and Dan 10:5 (Daniel’s vision by the river Tigris of a man clothed in linen, with a belt of gold from Uphas around his waist. His body was like beryl, and his face like lightning, and his eyes like flaming torches, and his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and the sound of his voice like the roar of a multitude, Dan 10:5–6).
His head and hair were white like wool, like snow (v 14): This description echoes Dan 7:9 where it is used about “the Ancient of Days.” The white hair signifies wisdom and dignity. 
his eyes were like a flame of fire. His feet were like burnished bronze (v 14–15): These descriptions echo Dan 10:6 (see above). Also compare Ezek 1:7 where “the four living creatures” had feet  that gleamed like burnished bronze. See also note on 2:18.
his voice was like the sound of many waters (v 15): This expression echoes Ezek 1:24 (the sound of the wings of the living creatures) and 43:2 (the voice of the God of Israel).
seven stars (v 16): This expression is explained in v 20. It refers to the seven churches.
Out of his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword (v 16): This expression echoes Is 49:2, which is a prophecy about “the Servant of the Lord,” the Messiah. It symbolizes the message God’s judgment. See also Rev 1:16 and 19:15. In Heb 4:12 the word of God is described as being sharper than any two-edged sword.
I am the first and the last (v 17): This echoes Is 44:6 and 48.12 (both about the Lord Almighty). Also compare ”the Alpha and the Omega” in v 8. See also 22:13.
the keys of death and of Hades (v 18): Keys signify absolute control. In Revelation, death and Hades are mentioned together four times (see also 6:8; 20:13-14). They are used almost as synonyms.
what will take place after this (v 19): This expression echoes Is 48:6 in the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament. It also echoes Dan 2:28–29, 45, where Daniel explains a dream to king Nebuchadnezzar about what will happen in days to come (what will happen hereafter, v 29; what will happen hereafter, v 45).
the angels of the seven churches (v 20): Bible scholars have understood “angels” (the Greek word means “messenger”) either as “heavenly messengers, angels” or as “earthly messengers, pastors”; the first option is probably to be preferred.
Text questions
	What do we learn about John in this passage?

	Who is the speaker in v 11, and what does he tell John to do? 

	What is the meaning of “seven golden lampstands” in v 12?

	What is the meaning of “seven stars” in v 16?

	How does Jesus explain who he is in v 17–18?

Think and discuss
	Go through the way the resurrected Jesus is described in this passages and look up the Old Testament quotes and echoes. What does this passage teach us about Jesus?

	What does this passage tell us about Jesus and his church?

Sharing and application
In v 9 we find three expressions that stand for three key concepts in the book of Revelation: “suffering,” “kingdom,” and “patient endurance.” Patient endurance is the result of the reality of Christian suffering in this present world blended with the Christian hope that God’s kingdom will soon be established in its fullness. Share your own thoughts on these three concepts and your own experiences (in life and ministry) of “suffering,” “kingdom,” and “patient endurance.”
Prepare a study
	Prepare a Bible study for your cell group based on v 9–13. Call your study John on Patmos. You can base you study on a series of questions, like this:

a.Why was John on Patmos? He was a prisoner for the sake of the gospel.
b.How does he describe his situation? He describes his situation with the three expressions “suffering,” “kingdom,” and “patient endurance.” Explain how they are connected.
c.How does he spend his Sundays? Probably he had his own private “worship service” on Sundays.
d.What happened one Sunday? He was in the Spirit and he had a vision of the resurrected Jesus.
e.Why did Jesus appear to him? Jesus had a commission for John, even though his life was limited to a prison camp.
f.What was John’s commission? Jesus had an important message for the churches, so he told John to write down what he was going to reveal to him and send it in a letter to the churches.
g.What can we learn from this? We can learn that we may end up in prison when we proclaim the gospel in this evil world; that we also can experience “patient endurance” in the midst of suffering, because we are waiting for Jesus to return and establish his kingdom in full glory; that we also should live rich spiritual lives so that we like John can be ready when the Lord wants to use us; that God can use us even when we are in a tight spot; and that he wants to use his people today – even us – with important messages to the suffering church in this world.
	Prepare another Bible study called John’s vision of Jesus. You can use material from this study to explain who Jesus is and his relationship with his church in this world. These could be some of your points:

a.Jesus has a message to to be sent to his church even today.
b.Jesus is God.
c.The glorified Jesus was foretold by the prophets hundreds of years earlier.
d.Jesus is our High Priest who was sacrificed for our salvation.
e.Jesus rose from the dead and he is “alive forever and ever”.
f.Jesus is with his church even today. He holds his church is his hand.
g.Jesus calls his church to be a light in a dark world even today. Jesus wants to use his people to spread the light of salvation to the lost of this world.
(Go to Answers 3)
 
Study 4: To the church in Ephesus, 2:1–7
Introduction
Chapters 2 and 3 contain seven letters to seven churches in the Roman province of Asia. The first letter is to the church in Ephesus. Jesus praises them for their perseverance and their zeal for correct doctrine. But he accuses them for having fallen away from their first love.
Notes
Ephesus (v 1): This was the capital of the Roman province of Asia. It had one of the busiest ports in the Roman Empire and was famous for its magnificent Artemis temple, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. The trade and the pilgrims made it a very rich city. But at John’s time Ephesus was a city in decline. Paul had ministered in Ephesus, and he was probably the founder of the church there (Acts 18–19). Later, Paul wrote 1 Tim to Timothy in Ephesus. And even later, according to church tradition, John was bishop there for many years. 
Nicolaitans (v 6): See study 6 (To the church in Pergamum, 2:15)
the tree of life (v 7) This expression echoes Gen 2:9; 3:22, 24 (Adam and Eve in the garden in Eden and the Fall). The tree of life is also mentioned in Rev 22:2, 14, 19.
Paradise (v 7): This is a word of Persian origin. In the New Testament it refers to heaven. In the Greek Septuagint translation it is used many times, for example about the Garden of Eden (Gen 2:8) and in Ezek 28:13, where the Sovereign Lord describes the king of Tyre as the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty, who was in Eden, the Garden of God.
Text questions
	This passage can be structured into seven parts. How?

	How does Jesus introduce himself? What does his introduction mean? How does it connect to the previous passage?

	What praise does Jesus have for the church in Ephesus?

	What does Jesus criticize the church in Ephesus for?

	What exhortation does Jesus give to the church in Ephesus?

	What would be the consequences if they don’t listen to Jesus?

	What does Jesus promise the overcomers?

Think and discuss
	How would you characterize the church in Ephesus? Use your own words and do not copy any expression from the Bible text. 

	How do you think the believers in Ephesus had been able to test the false teachers and to expose the “works of the Nicolaitans”?

Sharing and application
	Jesus praised the church in Ephesus for having tested some of their teachers and found them to be false apostles. What about the churches in South India today? How are teachers tested? And what happens to them if they are found to be false teachers?

	What does it mean to have “lost your first love” in the South Indian context? Remember that “first love” refers to our love for Jesus as well as our love for our fellow believers. But it could also refer to having lost our first love for the salvation of souls, our zeal for winning the lost. Share your experiences and concerns.

Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this passage. It can be called Retaining our first love, and this could be your outline:
	The church in Ephesus: started by Paul, fantastic outreach ministry, a Bible school for church planting (see Acts 18–19). They had love for Jesus, love for each other, love for the lost.

	Jesus message to Ephesus (Rev 2:2): Use your notes from this study.

	The fate of Ephesus: no city and no church today (both the lampstand and its place were removed, v 5)

	Three lessons for us:

a.We must retain our first love for Jesus.
b.We must retain our first love for one another.
c.We must retain our first love for the salvation of souls; we must retain our first passion and zeal for the proclaiming of the gospel. 
	Read 1 Cor 13:2

(Go to Answers 4)
 
Study 5: To the church in Smyrna, 2:8–11
Introduction
The second letter is to the church in Smyrna. Jesus knows their situation of difficulties and poverty. He encourages them not to be afraid – but faithful – even as they soon will experience a short time of persecution. 
Notes
Smyrna (v 8): This city was situated on the west coast of Asia Minor and was an important commercial center, as it had a good harbor. It was also an important center for the Roman emperor worship and famous for science, medicine and its beautiful buildings. It is interesting to note that the Smyrna of New Testament times was the result of a “resurrection.” It was a city that had been rebuilt after centuries of laying in ruins. Today Smyrna is called Izmir and it is the third largest city in Turkey.
the first and the last (v 8): See note on 1:17.
who say they are Jews (v 9): They were Jews, but only outwardly, compare Rom 2:28–29.
synagogue of Satan (9): The basic meaning of the Greek word for synagogue  is “assembly, congregation.” The Jews in Smyrna spiritually belonged to Satan (they were slanderers just like Satan), but they did not belong to a synagogue where Satan was worshipped. Satan is the chief of the fallen spirits, the enemy of God and man, often called the devil in the New Testament, compare v 10. The name Satan means “slanderer, accuser.” After the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70, the Jews excommunicated the Christians from their fellowship, and even reported their  activities to the Roman authorities.
be tested… for ten days (v 10): This expression echoes Dan 1:12, where Daniel asks for a diet of vegetables and water on a ten-day test. “Ten days” probably indicates “a short time.”
the crown of life (v 10): This expression signifies eternal life. The Greek word used here for crown does not refer to a royal crown (as in 12:3; 13:1; 19:12) but to the head garland or wreath given to the winner in sports competitions.
the second death (v 11): Compare 20:14; 21:8 where “the lake of fire” is called the second death.
Text questions
	How does Jesus introduce himself? What does his introduction mean? How does it connect to John’s vision of Jesus in chapter 1?

	What praise does Jesus have for the church in Smyrna?

	Does Jesus have any criticism for the church in Smyrna?

	How is the church in Smyrna experiencing difficulties and persecution?

	What exhortation does Jesus give to the church in Smyrna?

	What does Jesus promise the overcomers?

Think and discuss
	What do you think Jesus meant by calling the church in Smyrna rich?

	What could have been the reason for the poverty of the believers in Smyrna? It was a very rich city, and you would have expected the church to be materially rich.

	How would you characterize the church in Smyrna? Use your own words and do not copy any expression from the Bible text. 

Sharing and application
It what way can Jesus' message to the church in Smyrna be applied to the church in South India today? Make a list.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this passage. It can be called Be faithful – not fearful! This could be your outline:
	Smyrna and the church there:

a.The city: rebuilt, rich
b.The church: facing problems from the local Jews, poverty, fear and anxiety
	Jesus message to the church: 

a.He knows their situation!
b.They should not be afraid of even more persecution!
c.They should be faithful to him!
	Jesus’ promises to the church:

a.The persecution will be short and limited in time – even if it is terrible
b.If they are faithful, he will give them eternal life.
	What about us?

a.Many of us are poor because of our situation in this world of Satan, the slanderer.
b.Many of us experience difficulties and even persecution.
c.It is easy for us to become fearful as we think of the future.
d.But we are in fact rich: 
	We are rich because we have experienced the richness of God’s salvation through Christ’s death and resurrection. 

	We are rich because we have a great future hope: eternal life if we “finish the race” (2 Tim 4:7).

	So – like the believers in Smyrna – we need to be faithful and not fearful.

(Go to Answers 5)
 
Study 6: To the church in Pergamum, 2:12–17
Introduction
The third letter is to the church in Pergamum. Jesus praises them for their faithfulness even in times of persecution. But he accuses them of allowing false doctrines to be preached in the church. 
Notes
Pergamum (v 12): This was the chief town of the province of Asia. The first temple of the Roman emperor worship was built here. On the cliff above the city there was an altar to the Greek god Zeus, which was built like a throne. It was also famous for its large library and for the healing ministry of the priests of the Greek god Asclepius.
the sharp, double-edged sword (v 12): See note on 1:16.
where Satan’s throne … where Satan dwells (v 13): These expressions could either refer to Pergamum as the official center of emperor worship in Asia, or to the altar dedicated to Zeus.
in the days of Antipas (v 13): Antipas seems to have been a Christian martyr in Pergamum, but nothing is known about him or the persecution in which he was killed.
the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel (v 14): This is a reference to the Mesopotamian soothsayer Balaam mentioned in Numbers (31:16; 25:1–2). The Moabite king Balak hired Balaam to curse the Israelites. But God made it impossible for him to do so. While this happened, Midianite women lead the Israelite men to indulge in immorality and idolatry. Balaam personifies corrupt teachers who deceive believers into compromise with worldliness. Compare “that woman Jezebel” in 2:20.
the teaching of the Nicolaitans (v 15): The Nicolaitans seem to have been a group within the church that compromised with the pagan society. But nothing much is known about them. Many Bible scholars assume that this false teaching was the same as the false teaching of Balaam. This assumption is based on the two names: Hebrew “Balaam” means “destruction of the people”, and Greek “Nicolas” (from which “Nicolaitans” comes) means “conqueror of the people.”. The Nicolaitans are also mentioned in the letter to the church in Ephesus (2:6).
I will soon come to you (v 16): Jesus is also promising to come soon in 3:11; 22:7, 12, 20.
make war against them with the sword of my mouth (v 16): This metaphorical expression means that Jesus will judge them.
the hidden manna (v 17): This expression echoes Ps 78:23–25, which refers to God providing food the Israelites in the wilderness. It stands for “heavenly food” and signifies eternal life. This is in contrast to the eating of unclean food by those who follow the teaching Balaam. Those who do so will be judged. Compare also Jesus’ statements about himself in John’s gospel: He is “the true bread from heaven”; he is “the bread of life”; and whoever believes in him “has everlasting life” (John 6:32, 35, 41, 47–51). 
a white stone with a new name written on it (v 17): This expression echoes Is 62 (a chapter about Zion’s new name) and 65:15 (where the Sovereign Lord promises his servants another name). During Roman times square stones were used as tokens or tickets of admission to feasts or entertainments. The new name signifies that the people of God will be given a new name and a new status (Is 62:5), and that they will be blessed instead of cursed (Is 65:15). The color “white” symbolizes victory. So the whole expression stands for Jesus’ promise that those who overcome will gain entry to life eternal. See also note on 3:12 (the letter to the church in Philadelphia).
Text questions
	How does Jesus introduce himself? What does his introduction mean? How does it connect to John’s vision of Jesus in chapter 1?

	What praise does Jesus have for the church in Pergamum?

	What does Jesus criticize the church in Pergamum for?

	What exhortation does Jesus give to the church in Pergamum?

	What would be the consequences if they don’t listen to Jesus?

	What does Jesus promise the overcomers?

Think and discuss
	The church in Pergamum was facing two dangers. Which were they?

	How would you characterize the church in Pergamum? Use your own words and do not copy any expression from the Bible text. 

	Compare the sin of the Ephesus church with the sin of the Pergamum church. And what can we learn from this?

Sharing and application
	The church in Pergamum was placed in a very difficult situation: politically, culturally, socially and spiritually. Consequently, it was strongly influenced by the surrounding society. Describe the situation of the South Indian church and list some of the political, cultural, social and spiritual influences. Which of these influences could result in false teachings? Explain how! And which of these influences are “innocent” or just part of normal life in this world and won’t have any negative spiritual effect on the church?

	There were false teachings in the church in Pergamum. These false teachers claimed that it wouldn’t affect the spiritual life of the believers to follow pagan practices, such as taking part in religious ceremonies where food sacrificed to idols was eaten and where immoral sexual practices were indulged in. This kind of doctrine is called antinomianism. What about the Indian church?

a.Have you come across similar antinomian heresies in India? Explain and describe! 
b.How can this kind of false antinomian doctrines be dealt with in the Indian context?
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for cell group leaders or other church leaders based on this passage. It can be called The sin of the Pergamum church, and this could be your outline:
	The church in Pergamum: 

a.Its context: politically, socially, culturally and spiritually
b.Jesus’ accusation: You have tolerated false teachers who entice believers to “sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality.”. 
c.Explain the root of this kind of false doctrine (antinomianism): “God’s grace is sufficient, so there is no need for us to keep any moral rules or laws”!
	Our own churches:

a.What is our context: politically, socially, culturally and spiritually?
b.Do we allow similar kinds of false doctrines in our churches? How? Give examples?
c.Is there any room for Jesus to judge our churches as he judged the church in Pergamum?
d.Or are we more like the church in Ephesus (who had lost its “first love”)? Are we “too hard” (like Ephesus) or “too soft” (like Pergamum)? Or are we able to find the correct path between these two extremes?
	A time for sharing in small groups (questions and issues raised above).

	A time for prayer for God’s help:

a.To tackle antinomian tendencies in our churches in a spirit-filled and wise way.
b.To have sound and balanced teaching in our churches.
c.To understand what it means to live in this world, without undermining the values of the kingdom of God. 
d.To influence this world with the values of the kingdom of God without becoming part of this world.
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Study 7: To the church in Thyatira, 2:18–29
Introduction
The fourth letter is to the church in Thyatira. Jesus praises them for their love and faith, their service and perseverance and for their hard work. But he accuses them of allowing a false prophetess to teach in the church. 
Notes
Thyatira (v 18): This was a city of commerce and manufacturing well known for many of its trades. There you could find trade guilds working in cloth, leather, bronze, armor, dye, tanning, pottery, and baking. The trade guilds were not only business associations, but they were also devoted to patron gods and indulged in sexual immorality. Membership in a trade guild was compulsory, so the Christians of Thyatira were tempted to follow the immoral practices of the pagans. The church in Thyatira was probably founded during Paul’s ministry in Ephesus (Acts 19:19). Thyatira was famous for its purple dye made from the root of a plant. Lydia, whom Paul met in Philippi, was from Thyatira and “a dealer in purple cloth” (Acts 16:14)
who has eyes like a flame of fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze (v 18):  The same expression about Jesus is used in 1:14–15 (see note there). These two metaphorical expressions signify that Jesus’ eyes are piercing so that he can see through everything, and that his feet are strong so that he can conquer everything (compare v 23). In 19:12 the rider on the white horse (Jesus) has eyes like a flame of fire.
Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. She teaches and seduces my servants to commit sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols (v 20): Here we find echoes from 1 King 16:31–33 (Jezebel was a Baal-worshiping princess from Sidon who was married to king Ahab of Israel); 2 King 9:22 (Jezebel was known for her idolatry and witchcraft) and Num 25:1–2 (Israelite men indulged in sexual immorality with Moabite women, who then invited the Israelites to worship and give sacrifices to their gods). Bible scholars have seen Jezebel as a personification of women who deceive Christian men to commit spiritual fornication.
her children (v 23): This probably refers to “spiritual children,” all those who follow her immoral teachings. But the expression could also be literal and refer to her real children.
he who searches the minds and hearts (v 23): This echoes David’s description of God in Ps 7:9. Compare Jer 11:20; 17:10.
I will give to each one of you according to your deeds (v 23): This echoes David’s description of God in Ps 62:12. Compare Prov 24:12 and Jer 17:10. Similar expressions are used in 18:6 (Babylon judged) and 20:12–13 (about Jesus).
what some call the “deep things of Satan” (v 24): The simplest way to understand this expression is that Jezebel taught her followers deep secrets, but Jesus condemns them as satanic and states that they are not genuine, but only so-called deep things.
I will give authority over the nations. He will rule them with a rod of iron, shattering them to pieces like clay pots (v 26–27): This is a quotation from Ps 2:8–9, which is a prophecy about the future rule of the Messiah. The expression who will rule all the nations with a rod of iron is also found in 12:5 (describing the son of the woman clothed with the sun).
the morning star (v 28): The same expression is used in 22:16 where Jesus calls himself the bright Morningstar.
Text questions
	How does Jesus introduce himself? What does his introduction mean? How does it connect to John’s vision of Jesus in chapter 1?

	What praise does Jesus have for the church in Thyatira?

	What does Jesus criticize the church in Thyatira for?

	What does Jesus say would happen to the church in Thyatira?

	What does Jesus promise the overcomers?

Think and discuss
	How would you characterize the church in Thyatira? Use your own words and do not copy any expression from the Bible text. 

	The sin of the church in Thyatira was very similar to the sin of the church in Pergamum. Compare them. Do you find any important differences?

Sharing and application
The city of Thyatira was totally dependent on the various trades that brought business and money to it. Consequently many of the believers must have been members of trade guilds, as such membership was a requirement for anyone who had a trade. This membership put pressure on the members to take part in the guild activities that included pagan sacrificial meals, heavy drinking and immoral sexual behavior.
	Do believers in South Indian churches face similar social and religious pressures as they carry on their businesses or their daily work? Explain how!

	How should a believer behave in situations of this kind? Discuss and note down your recommendations!

Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for cell group leaders or other church leaders based on this passage. It can be called The church in Thyatira, and this could be your outline:
	The church in Thyatira: 

a.Its context: economically, socially, culturally and spiritually
b.Jesus’ praise: Your love and faith, your service and perseverance – and your successful ministry
c.Jesus’ accusation: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols.
d.Why did the church in Thyatira tolerate Jezebel and her teaching and practices in the church? The requirements of the trade guilds could have been the main reason.
	Our own churches:

a.What is our context: economically, socially, culturally and spiritually?
b.Does Jesus praise our love and faith, our service and perseverance – and our successful ministry?
c.Do we allow similar kinds of false prophets and false doctrines in our churches because of economic, business, work-related, cultural or social requirements and expectations? How? Give examples?
d.Is there any room for Jesus to judge our churches as he judged the church in Thyatira?
	A time for sharing in small groups (questions and issues raised above).

	A time for prayer for God’s help:

a.To keep up the good work we are doing; to carry on our lives and service faithfully and with love and perseverance
b.To tackle false prophets and teachers in our churches, and to do so in a spirit-filled and wise way
c.To have sound and balanced teaching in our churches
d.To help our believers to carry on their trades and businesses and to keep up their work-place relationships without lowering their own spiritual and moral standards.
e.To understand what it means to live in this world, without undermining the values of the kingdom of God. 
f.To influence this world with the values of the kingdom of God without becoming part of this world
(Go to Answers 7)
 
Study 8: To the church in Sardis, 3:1–6
Introduction
The fifth letter is to the church in Sardis. Jesus has no praise for them at all. He accuses them of being spiritually dead.
Notes
Sardis (v 1): This was the capital of the ancient kingdom of Lydia. It was also famous for its wealth. It had a fort that was considered invincible, but which had been taken by surprise more than once (compare “like a thief” in v 3).
the seven spirits of God (v 1): The same expression is found on 1:4; 4:5; 5:6. See note on 1:4.
the seven stars (v 2): It is first used in 1:16, 20 (which explains that it refers to the angels of the seven churches). See also 2:1.
I know your works (v 1): Jesus makes the same claim in the letters to Ephesus (2:2),  Thyatira (2:19), Philadelphia (3:8), and Laodicea (3:15). 
(Remember, therefore,) how (you …) (v 3): The Greek word means “how, in what way’’. The Kannada translations have it correctly as rItiyannU. 
repent (v 3): Jesus is again and again asking the churches to repent: Ephesus (2:5), Pergamum (2:16), Sardis (here), and Laodicea (3:19).
come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you (v 3): Jesus uses the same expression about himself in 16:15.
not defiled their clothes … dressed in white (v 4): Here we find two metaphors: “defiled clothes” stands for unrighteousness and sin, and “white clothes” stands for purity. In Revelation “white” symbolizes purity and salvation (Rev 3:18; 4:4; 6:11; 7:9, 12–14; 19:14), but also “victory” (v 5; see also note on 2:17).
I will not blot out his name from the book of life (v 5): To have one’s name in the book of life (or in God’s book) is an Old Testament expression for belonging to God’s righteous people who are blessed with life. We find it in Ex 32:32–33 (Moses’ pleading with God), Ps 69:28 (David cursing God’s enemies), Dan 12:1 (describing God’s people). The “book of life” is mentioned six times in Revelation: here, 13:8; 17:8; 20:12, 15; 21:27.
acknowledge his name before my Father (v 5): Jesus uses the same expression in Matt 10:32 (when he sends out the twelve disciples).
Text questions
	How does Jesus introduce himself? What does his introduction mean? How does it connect to John’s vision of Jesus in chapter 1?

	What praise does Jesus have for the church in Sardis?

	What does Jesus criticize the church in Sardis for?

	What exhortation does Jesus give to the church in Sardis?

	What would be the consequences if they don’t listen to Jesus?

	What does Jesus promise the overcomers?

Think and discuss
	How would you characterize the church in Sardis? Use your own words and do not copy any expression from the Bible text. 

	How do you understand the expression “I will come like a thief” in v 3?

	In what way is Jesus the only real hope for the church in Sardis?

Sharing and application
The church in Sardis had a wrong understanding of itself. Its reputation was good. Probably its ministries were successful and the church was growing. Everything looked good on the outside. And the church thought everything was fine. But in fact the situation of the church was disastrous. It was a “dead” church, and only a few of its members were still spiritually alive and walking with Jesus. 
	Do you know of churches in South India that are like the church in Sardis? Describe them!

	How is it possible for an Indian church to have such a mistaken self-image? What makes a church think that it is alive, while it in truth is dead?

	Is your own church at risk of being (or becoming) dead, while its pastor (and other leaders, and perhaps even you yourself) think that it is doing fine? Explain and share your thoughts and feelings!

Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for cell group leaders or other church leaders based on this passage. It can be called Dead or alive? This could be your outline:
	The church in Sardis: 

a.It lacked understanding of its spiritual situation: It thought everything was fine, but in reality it was dead.
b.Jesus’ accusations: You do not live up to your reputation. You are about to become totally dead. Your deeds are not “complete” in the sight of God!
c.Jesus’ call: Wake up and remember how it was in the beginning; strengthen what you still have!
d.Jesus’ warning: If you don’t change I will come with my sudden and unexpected punishment!
e.But a few church members were different: Their lives were pleasing to God; they were still worthy believers.
	Our own churches:

a.Do we have a true understanding of our spiritual situation? Or are we like the church in Sardis?
b.What are the indicators that our church is “alive”?
c.Are there any indications that our church is “dying”? What indications?
d.Are there believers in our church that are more “alive” than the rest of us? In what way?
e.How can the Holy Spirit use these believers to change the church – make the whole church wake up, make it repent, make it remember?
	A time for sharing in small groups (questions and issues raised above).

	A time of prayer:

a.Invite the Holy Spirit to give us a clearer understanding of the spiritual state of affairs in our church!
b.Ask the Holy Spirit to wake us up, to strengthen what is about to die, to remind us of how it should be!
c.Invite the Holy Spirit to make use of believers who are alive and awake (those whose life and ministry are “complete” in God’s sight) to change the whole church!
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Study 9: To the church in Philadelphia, 3:7–13
Introduction
The sixth letter is to the church in Philadelphia. Jesus has only praise for them. They have kept his word and not denied his name. He knows their deeds and he has placed an open door before them. 
Notes
Philadelphia (v 7): This was a city of some commercial importance. Its name means “brotherly love”.
holy and true (v 7): The same expression is found in 6:10 in the description of the Sovereign Lord, as the souls of those who had been killed for the word of God and for the testimony, which they had given cry out to him, “How long?”
who has the key of David, he who opens and no one can shut, and who shuts and no one can open (v 7): Here we find a quotation from Is 22:22, where God promises that “in that day” he will place on the shoulder of Eliakim son of Hilkiah the key to the house of David. An “open door” is a metaphorical expression that can either refer to “opportunities for ministry” (as in 1 Cor 16:9) or an “open door into the house of David, and into God’s salvation, presence, kingdom, city and temple”, compare v 12). The context of verse 7 points to the second alternative. But in the following verse (v 8) perhaps the first alternative is an option.
I know your works (v 8): See note on 3:1.
the synagogue of Satan (v 9): This is a metaphor for “unconverted and hostile Jews.” See also note on 2:9.
I will make them come and bow down before your feet (v 9): This phrase echoes Is 45:14 ,49:23 and 60:14, with reference to Israel’s domination over her former enemies.
keep you from (v 10): The Greek expression can mean either “keep you from undergoing” or “keep you through.” The context favors the second alternative. Kannada NIBV has samayadalli.
the hour of trial (v 10): This expression refers to the wrath of God. Every one of Christ’s overcomers is promised deliverance from God’s wrath.
those who dwell on the earth (v 10): This and similar expression are used in Revelation for mankind in its hostility to God (see 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 12:12; 13:8, 12, 14). See also notes on 6:10.
I am coming soon (v 11): See note on 2:16.
crown (v 11): See note on 2:10.
a pillar in the temple of my God (v 12): This metaphor refers to the overcomer’s eternal life with God.
I will write on him the name of my God (v 12): To have person’s name written on oneself symbolizes that one belongs to that person. Compare 13:16–17 (referring to those who belong to the beast, also 14:11), 14:1 (referring to those who belong to the Lamb and his Father), and 22:4 (referring to the servants of God and of the Lamb, the citizens of the Holy City, the New Jerusalem).
the name of the city (v 12): This phrase echoes Ezek 48:35 (And the name of the city from that day will be: “The Lord is there”).
the new Jerusalem that comes down out of heaven (v 12): See 21:2, 10.
my own new name (v 12): This phrase echoes Is 62:2 (about Zion’s new name) and 65:15 (referring to God’s servants). Jesus’ new name symbolizes all that he is and what he has done as he sacrificed his life for our salvation.
Text questions
	How does Jesus introduce himself? What does his introduction mean? How does it connect to John’s vision of Jesus in chapter 1?

	What praise does Jesus have for the church in Philadelphia?

	How does Jesus describe the church in Philadelphia?

	What promises does Jesus give to the church in Philadelphia?

Think and discuss
	How would you characterize the church in Philadelphia? Use your own words and do not copy any expression from the Bible text. 

	Go through the following Old Testament echoes and references about the church in Philadelphia:

a.Is 60:14 (with reference to I will make them come and bow down at your feet, v 9)
b.Is 43:4 (with reference to that I have loved you, v 9)
c.Ezek 48:35 (with reference to the name of the city, v 12)
d.Is 62:2 (with reference to my own new name, v 12)
What conclusion do you draw from this study?
Sharing and application
What can we, who live and work in a South Indian context today, learn from the example of the church in Philadelphia? Make a list.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this passage. It can be called Jesus’ promises to the church. This could be your outline:
	Philadelphia and the church there:

a.Not very strong; perhaps not very successful, but patiently enduring
b.Faithful to Jesus and and to sound Christian doctrines
c.Would soon face more difficult times
	Jesus’ promises to the believers in Philadelphia: 

a.He has opened a door for them which nobody can shut. This means that in spite of their Gentile background the door of God’s salvation is open to them. They can freely enter through that door into God’s kingdom.
b.He will make them pillars in the temple of God, where they will stay forever; and he will write names on them: God’s name; the name of God’s city the new Jerusalem; his own new name. This means that they, in spite of their Gentile background, will be “a kingdom and priests to serve” God forever. All the heavenly glories of eternal life with God and the Lamb will be theirs forever. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes (Rev 7:17).
c.He will also keep them through the sufferings and trials which are part of our human existence in this present world.
	How do these promises apply to us today?

a.The church in Philadelphia can be seen as a representative of the universal church. 
b.So Jesus’ promises to the overcomers would also apply to the South Indian church today!
	But who are the overcomers? 

	The overcomers are those who have accepted Jesus as their personal savior.

	So what does Jesus promise us through his promises to the believers in Philadelphia?

a.God’s protecting hand over our lives in this world
b.A foretaste of the glories of God’s kingdom even now
c.All the heavenly glories with God in his future kingdom
	Invitation to accept Jesus
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Study 10: To the church in Laodicea, 3:14–22
Introduction
The seventh and last letter is to the church in Laodicea. Jesus has no praise for it at all. He accuses it of being spiritually lukewarm, wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.
Notes
Laodicea (v 14): This was at that time the wealthiest city in the district of Phrygia in the Roman province of Asia. It was situated on an important trade route and  was well known for its banks, textile industry, a medical college, and for the manufacture of a famous eye medicine. But its water supply was substandard: the water was lukewarm and tasted bad.
The Amen (v 14): This word echoes Is 65:16 (where our Bibles have “the God of truth/faithfulness”). The Hebrew word for “truth” is “amen.”
the faithful and true witness (v 14): In 1:5 Jesus was called “the faithful witness.” And in 19:11 the rider on the white horse is called “Faithful and True.”
the head (v 14): The Greek word means “first”. It could either refer to time (the English translation NASB  has “beginning” and NRSV has “origin”) or to rank (“ruler”, Kannada NIBV has oDeyanu)
I know your works (v 15): See note on 3:1.
I am rich; I have gained wealth (v 17): This is a quotation from Hos 12:8, where Ephraim (Israel) boasts, “I have become rich; I have gained wealth for myself.”
Verse 18 refers to three things that Laodicea was very proud of: financial wealth, a large-scale textile industry and a famous eye salve.
white clothes (18): See note on 3:4.
you can hide the shame of your nakedness (18): Compare 16:15.
All those whom I love I reprove and discipline (v 19): This phrase echoes Prov 3:11–12.
repent (v 19): See note on 3:3. 
sit down with me on my throne (v 21): In Matt 19:28 Jesus promised his disciples: “Truly I say to you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his throne of glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Paul quotes a “trustworthy saying” in 2 Tim 2:12: If we endure, we will also reign with him. Compare 20:4.
Text questions
	How does Jesus introduce himself? What does his introduction mean? How does it connect to John’s vision of Jesus in chapter 1?

	What does Jesus criticize the church in Laodicea for?

	What exhortation does Jesus give to the church in Laodicea?

	What would be the consequences if they don’t listen to Jesus?

	What offer does Jesus make to the believer that repents?

	What does Jesus promise the overcomers?

Think and discuss
	How would you characterize the church in Laodicea? Use your own words and do not copy any expression from the Bible text. 

	The picture that Jesus gives of the church in Laodicea is depressingly black. So did the believers of Laodicea have any hope for the future?

Sharing and application
It what way can Jesus’ message to the church in Laodicea be applied to the church in South India today? Make a list.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this passage. It can be called Jesus knocking at your door. This could be your outline:
	The church in Laodicea: 

a.It was prosperous from a worldly point of view.
b.But spiritually it was like a miserable, naked and blind beggar. Jesus likened it to lukewarm and foul-tasting water, something that made him want to vomit.
c.It lacked understanding of its spiritual situation: It thought it was rich, but in reality it was miserably poor.
d.Jesus’ call: Be earnest and repent! Open your door and let me in!
e.Jesus’ two promises: 
	If you let me in, I will have close fellowship with you. 

	If you overcome, you will sit with me on my throne in my future eternal kingdom!

	Our own situation:

a.Do we have a true understanding of our spiritual situation? Or are we like the church in Laodicea?
b.Do we need to be earnest about our situation? Do we need to repent?
c.Are we willing to open the door to Jesus and to let him into our church life and into our individual lives in a new way?
d.What could happen if we opened our doors even wider for Jesus?
	Invitations: 

a.Jesus is knocking at the door of your life!
b.Jesus is knocking at the door of your ministry!
c.Will you open your door to him?
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Chart: Scene 1 – The church in the world (1:9–3:22)￼[image: image-1.png]
Questions on the chart Scene 1 – The church in the world
Study the chart on the previous page and answer these questions. Don’t look at the answers until afterwards!
	How does this scene begin?

	What happens during the church age?

	What is the purpose of the arrow?

	What happens after the church age?

	Where do you find the list of promises to the overcomers?

	Where do you find the list of dangers and warning for the church?

Answers to Questions on the chart Scene 1 – The church in the world
	The scene begins with “Vision of Jesus in the church” and “Letters to the seven churches.”

	During the church age, the church (both the local church and the church universal) faces all kinds of dangers, so there is a need for warnings.

	The purpose of the arrow is to give the reader a sense of time: things to the left should be understood as happening earlier than things to the right.

	After the church age, this present world will be replaced by what the chart calls “The Holy City,” “The Paradise of God,” and “The New Jerusalem.”

	The list of promises to the overcomers concern what happens after the church age is over, so it is placed at the tip of the arrow.

	The list of dangers and warning for the church concern the church age. So it is placed in the middle of the chart.

(Go to Table of contents)
 
Study 11: The throne in heaven, 4:1–11
Introduction
The second scene of Revelation begins with John seeing an open door in heaven and a voice asking him to come up and see the things that must take place after this. In the Spirit, John sees God sitting on his throne in heaven. Before the throne are seven lamps, something like a sea of glass and the four living creatures. Surrounding all this are the twenty-four elders seated on their thrones. The four living creatures ceaselessly give glory and honor and thanks to God, saying “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God the Almighty, who was, and who is, and who is to come”, while the elders fall down before God in worship, praising him worthy to receive glory and honor and power for his creation.
Notes
heaven (v 1): The word “heaven” has various meanings in the Bible: It can be the sky where birds fly and where stars shine, or the region where God lives (the third heaven, 2 Cor 12:2). It can refer to a place where everything is perfect even at this time when we live on an imperfect earth. Or, it can refer to the perfect order of things when this present world has come to and end. Or finally, it can refer to the heavenly realms (Eph 3:10; 6:12) or “spiritual reality,” where good and evil are seen for what they really are. The context here favors the last meaning, as John’s vision includes the present creation (5:13) and the praying church (5:8). John is invited to see things as God sees them.
Come up here (v 1): This invitation echoes Ex 19:20, 24 when the Lord called Moses to the top of Mount Sinai 
the things which must happen after this (v 1): This phrase echoes Dan 2:28–29, 45, where Daniel explains to king Nebuchadnezzar that his dream is about what will happen in days to come … in the future. So the expression we have here indicates a future. But what future? John’s own future, or the future of the church universal, or our future, or what? The expression itself does not really say anything more than “what will happen from that moment in John’s vision onwards.” A Bible scholar by the name of Caird has suggested that the voice calls John into “the control-room at Supreme Headquarters” during a war. In the control-room of a military commander we find a big map with small flags symbolizing military units. The flags are moved on the map into new positions. These movements can either show what has just happened on the battlefield or the new positions that the military units are expected to advance to. So the flags on the map function in two ways: they indicate what has happened as well as what will happen. In a similar way the strange symbols in John’s vision may either describe what has happened in the past or indicate what will happen in the future. Perhaps this is why the expanded form of God’s name is used in the book: God is described as the one who is, and who was, and who is to come (1:4, 8). God’s perspective is present, past and future – at the same time. And John is invited to share this perspective.
a throne in heaven with one sitting on it (v 2): This phrase echoes 1 King 22:19 (where the prophet Micaiah has a vision of the Lord during the time of king Ahab; also told in 2 Chron 18:18) and other Old Testament passages, for example Ps 47:8 (God reigns over the nations. God sits on his holy throne), Is 6:1 (Isaiah saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted), compare Ezekiel’s vision of the glory of the Lord (Ezek 1:26–27). In Revelation we find the expression “on the throne” in 4:9–10; 5:1, 7, 13; 6:16; 7:10, 15; 19:4; 21:5. “Throne” is a symbol of authority, exalted position, and majesty.
Verse 3 echoes Ezek 1:26–28: Above the expanse that was over their heads was something like a throne of sapphire, and high on the throne was a figure that looked like a man. I saw that from what seemed to be his loins up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from his loins downward he looked like fire; and a bright light surrounded him. Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the brightness around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. When I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the voice of someone speaking. 
A rainbow (v 3): The rainbow echoes Gen 9:16 where God promises, “When the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth”. 
on the thrones were twenty-four elders (v 4): This phrase echoes Is 24:23, For the Lord Almighty will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem and before the elders will be glory. Many Bible scholars have seen these elders as a special order of angels who worship and serve God in heaven. But the context shows that they should be understood as representatives of all believers, the whole church of God of the Old Testament as well as of the New Testament. The number twenty-four reflects the twelve Israelite tribes of the Old Testament and the twelve apostles of the New Testament. These two groups are found together in Rev 21:12–14, where the city of God is described: on its twelve gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel and on its twelve foundations were the name of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
dressed in white garments (v 4): See note on 3:4.
crowns of gold (v 4): This expression refers to victory wreaths placed around the head. See also note on 2:10.
From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder (v 5): This phrase echoes Ex 19:19 (the Israelites at Mount Sinai) and Ezek 1:13 (the appearance of the living creatures). Compare 8:5; 11:19; and 16:18. These manifestations symbolize God’s awesome majesty and power. For how these manifestations are used in Revelation see note on 8:5.
seven lamps were blazing (v 5): This phrase echoes Ezek 1:13 (about the living creatures) and Zech 4:2 (the prophet’s vision of the gold lampstand). These lamps are explained as the seven spirits of God. The number seven occurs many times in the Bible, not least in Revelation (compare the seven spirits before his throne, 1:4; and the seven stars, the seven lampstands and the seven churches, 1:20). Usually “seven” is understood to express “completeness” or “fullness.” Wilcock suggests that it is perhaps better to understand “seven” as representing not “the entirety of a thing, but the essence of it”, as this is the way things really are. So the seven churches of Asia represent the church in general, “not so much the whole church, as the real church.” 
something like a sea of glass, similar to crystal (v 6): The imagery echoes Ezek 1:22; but “sea” probably refers to the “sea” or the huge bronze basin for ritual washing of the heavenly temple (compare 1 King 7:23–25; Jer 27:19). In Revelation we also find other features of the temple in heaven: the lamps (v 5), the altar (6:9), the golden altar (8:3) and the ark of the covenant (11:19).
four living creatures (v 6–7): This expression echoes Ezek 1:5–10; 10:14. Most Bible scholars understand them as a high order of angels (in Ezek 10:14 called cherubim; whose task is to guard the heavenly throne and lead in worship and adoration of God). In Gen 3:24 God placed cherubim to guard the tree of life in the garden in Eden. On the lid of the Ark of the Covenant there were two cherubim, which made up God’s “throne” and symbolized his presence (1 Sam 4:4 and Ex 25:22). In the context of Revelation, however, the four living creatures represent God’s created world. Compare four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, 7:1 and Ps 18:10 (where God mounts the cherubim and soars on the wings of the wind: God “rides” his creation).
six wings (v 8): This expression echoes Is 6:2, where Isaiah saw angels with six wings called seraphs. 
full of eyes all around (v 8): This expression echoes the four living creatures  in Ezekiel (Ezek 1:18; called cherubim in 10:12). The many eyes signify that they see everything and that nothing escapes their attention. God watches ceaselessly over his whole creation.
Holy, holy, holy (v 8): The same threefold “holy” is found in Is 6:3. The repetition of the word declares God’s infinite holiness.
the Lord God the Almighty (v 8): This title for God is used several times in the Old Testament, particularly by Amos (for example in Am 3:13; 4:13). In the New Testament it is only found in Revelation (4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7; 19:6; 21:22).
who was, and who is, and who is to come (v 8): See note on 1:4.
who lives forever and ever (v 9): This description of God echoes Dan 4:34; 6:26;  and 12:7. 
Text questions
	How did John get into God’s heavenly throne room?

	Describe what John’s sees in God’s heavenly throne room. Try to use your own words as much as possible.

Think and discuss
	Why do your think John uses expressions such as “like”, “resembling”, “had the appearance of” and “looked like” so often in this passage?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.The four living creatures
b.The twenty-four elders
c.The things that must happen after this
d.Heaven
e.Seven
f.Four
g.Who was, and who is, and who is to come
Sharing and application
	What are the new things you have learnt in this study?

	Explain how these things are different from your previous understanding of what John sees in this vision.
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Study 12: The scroll and the Lamb, 5:1–14
Introduction
Then John sees that God on his throne has something in his hand. It is a sealed scroll, which nobody is worthy to open. This makes John very upset. But one of the elders tells him that there is one who is worthy to open it, the Lion of the tribe of Judah. The Lamb takes the scroll. The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fall down worshiping him with a new song. Myriads of angels and all creation join in the worship of the Lamb.
Notes
a scroll written on both sides (v 1): This phrase echoes Is 29:11 (where the context is a vision of judgment whose words are sealed in a scroll), and Ezek 2:9–10 (where we find a vision of a scroll unrolled containing “words of lament and mourning and woe”). Ancient scrolls were usually written on one side only. Also compare the stone tablets in Ex 32:15
in heaven or on the earth or under the earth (v 3): This was a traditional way of saying “in the whole universe.”
the Lion of the tribe of Judah (v 5): This phrase echoes Gen 49:9–10 (Jacob prophetically blessing his son Judah). This became a title for the Messiah.
the Root of David (v 5): This is a quotation from Is 11:1, 10. This title was originally a prophecy about an ideal king in the family line of David. Paul interprets it as a Messianic prophecy (Rom 15:1). Compare Rev 22:16 (where Jesus says that he is the Root and the Offspring of David).
a Lamb, looking as if it had been slaughtered (v 6): This phrase, which refers to a sacrificial lamb, echoes Is 53:7. Compare 5:12 (the Lamb who was slain) and 13:8 (the Lamb that was slaughtered from the foundation of the world).
seven horns (v 6): The horn is an ancient Jewish symbol for power and strength.  Seven horns signify “real and true power.”
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God (v 6): See note on 1:4. For “eyes” compare note on 1:8.
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints (v 8): This phrase echoes Ps 141:2, where David says, Let my prayer be set before you like incense). Compare Rev 8:3–4. The incense bowl was a flat, shallow cup, and the use of incense was common in Old Testament worship. As elsewhere in Revelation “the saints” refers to believers in general.
a new song (v 9): This expression is found several times in the Old Testament (see for example Ps 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98;1; 144:9; Is 42:10), where it signifies the celebration of a new act of divine deliverance or blessing. It is also used in 14:3.
you have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God, and they will reign on earth (v 10): See note on 1:6.
numbered myriads of myriads, and ten thousand upon ten thousand (v 11): This phrase echoes Dan 7:10 (where thousands upon thousands attend the Ancient of Days). The expression signifies an immeasurably large number.
Verse 12 echoes the description of God in 1 Chron 29:11. Note that the praise here contains seven parts, also in 7:12 (compare 4:11 where there are three parts; and 5:13 where there are four parts).
Text questions
	Describe the scroll. Use your own words as much as possible.

	Why did John weep?

	Describe the Lion of the tribe of Judah. Use your own words as much as possible.

	What do the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders have in their hands?

	Explain with your own words the new song.

	Who are worthy of praise in this passage?

Think and discuss
	What is new with chapter 5?

	Analyze the picture of Jesus in v 5–6.

	What do you think could be the significance of the Lamb opening the scroll?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.Numbering myriads of myriads, and ten thousand upon ten thousand
b.Bowls full of incense
c.Seven horns
d.Seven eyes
e.A new song
f.The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David
Sharing and application
1. What are the new things that you have learnt in this study? In what way are they new?
2. Worship is central in this and the previous chapter. John gets a glimpse of the worship that goes on unceasingly, “day and night,” in God’s throne room. How important is worship for the church in South India today? 
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on chapters 4 and 5 called Worship. This could be your outline:
	John sees the ongoing worship before God’s throne in heaven, where everybody and everything worships God:

a.The four living creatures representing God’s created world worship him.
b.The twenty-four elders representing God’s people throughout the ages worship him.
c.Crores of angels worship him.
	Why all this worship in heaven? Because:

a.God is worthy of worship for who he is, 4:8
b.God is worthy of worship for what he has done through his creation, 4:11
c.Jesus is worthy of worship for what he has done through his sacrificial death on the cross: purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 5:9
d.Jesus is worthy of worship for what he has done with the people he purchased for God: he has made them to be a kingdom (to reign on earth) and priests to serve God, 5:10
	What can we learn from this: We also should join God’s creation and God’s people in worship:

a.Worship God for who he is and for what he has done
b.Worship Jesus for his sacrificial death
c.Worship Jesus for our position as kings and priests
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Study 13: The first six seals, 6:1–17
Introduction
The second scene in the drama of Revelation is about “suffering for the church” and contains the opening of the scroll with its seven seals. But first the scene has to be set. This was done in chapters 4 and 5, where John was allowed to look into the heavenly “control room.” God and the Lamb sit on the throne in the center, receiving worship and praise from God’s people throughout the ages (represented by the twenty-four elders), God’s whole created world (represented by the four living creatures) and all the heavenly hosts (represented by myriads of angels). They all sing, To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever! (5:13)
Chapter 6 contains the opening of the first six seals: 
	A white horse

	A fiery red horse

	A black horse

	A pale horse (the Kannada Bibles have “grey, ashen”)

	The souls under the altar

	A great earthquake and the great day of wrath

Notes
a white horse (v 1): The imagery of the four horses echoes Zech 1:8–17 (Zechariah’s first vision which is about God’s promise to restore Israel) and 6:1–8 (Zechariah’s eighth vision, in which God is depicted as the one who controls the events of history and who will conquer Israel’s enemies). The color white symbolizes victory. There are three main interpretations of the rider on the white horse: 1. Christ (drawing the parallel to 19:11–16, where John sees Jesus riding on a white horse), 2. The antichrist, 3. The spirit of conquest. The context of the three following horses supports the third option.
Another horse, bright red (v 4): The color red symbolizes war and bloodshed.
a black horse (v 5): This horse symbolizes inflation, scarcity and famine.
wheat ... barley (v 6): Wheat was better food but a day’s wage would only buy enough for one person’s need. Barley was simpler food so one day’s wage would buy enough for the need of a small family.
oil and wine (v 6): The fact that these two food items were spared signifies that the destruction of the rider of the black horse was limited.
a pale horse (v 8): This horse symbolizes death: the name of the rider was death, and Hades (“the grave”) followed him.
a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild animals of the earth (v 8): This phrase echoes Jer 14:12 (about God’s destruction with sword, famine and plague); Jer 15:2–3 (about four kinds of destroyers); Ezek 5:12, 17 (where plague, famine, sword, and wild beasts are mentioned); Ezek 14:21 (God’s four dreadful punishments: sword and famine, wild beasts and plague).
under the altar (v 9): During a sacrifice in the Old Testament temple, the blood of the slaughtered animal was poured out at the base of the altar of burnt offering (see Ex 29:12; Lev 4:7). In the Jerusalem temple there was one more altar, the “incense altar,” which symbolized prayer. See note on 8:3, where we propose that the altar in Revelation should be understood as a combination of these two altars.
the word of God and the the testimony they had given (v 9): See note on 1:2.
the inhabitants of the earth (v 10): See note on 3:10. This expression is used in Revelation for humankind in its hostility to God, or for those ”feel at home in the present world order” as opposed to those who have committed themselves to the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ, 1:2.
avenge our blood (10): This expression echoes Deut 32:43 (God will avenge the blood of his servants); 2 King 9:7 (God will avenge the blood of his servants the prophets); and Ps 79:10 (God will avenge the outpoured blood of his servants). So the martyrs are crying out for God’s justice to be done (compare Rev 19:2 where their prayer has been answered). See also 18:20.
a white robe (v 11): See note on 3:4.
In v 12–13 we find echoes from Is 13:13 (the Day of the Lord); 34:4 (God’s punishment on the nations); Ezek 32:7–8 (God’s punishment on the king of Egypt); Joel 2:10 and 3:15 (both referring to the Day of the Lord). Also compare Matt 24:29; Mark 13:24–25; Luk 21:25 (all three referring to the second coming of Jesus); and Heb 12:26 (referring to the Day of the Lord). Compare also Rev 16:20.
hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains (v 15): This phrase echoes Is 2:10 (the Day of the Lord), 19, 21 and Jer 4:29 (God’s punishment on Israel).
They told the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us… (v 16): This phrase echoes Hos 10:8 (God’s punishment on Israel). Compare Luk 23:30, where Jesus quotes the verse in Hosea.
For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand? (v 17): This phrase echoes Joel 2:11 (the Day of the Lord); Nahum 1:6 (God’s wrath poured on Nineveh); and Mal 3:2 (the day of God’s wrath).
Text questions
	What do the four living creatures do in this passage?

	What do the four riders on the horses represent?

	Who are the souls under the altar? What are they saying? What happens to them? Use your own words. 

	Describe what happens when the sixth seal is opened. Use your own words.

Think and discuss
	Who controls what is happening as the first four seals are opened and as the riders ride out?

	What could the “come” of the four living creatures (v 1, 3, 5 and 7) refer to?

	Compare the events of this study (seal 1–6) with the events that Jesus told his disciples would be the sign of his coming and of the end of the age (Matt 24:3). Use Matt ch 24 as your reference point. But remember that v 15–28 do not concern us here, as these verses contain Jesus’ answer to the first of the two questions that the disciples had to him: The question about when the destruction of the temple and the fall of Jerusalem would take place. That had already happened by the time John saw the visions recorded in Revelation. 

	What conclusions can we draw from this comparison?

Sharing and application
	Think about the four riders and the four kinds of evil they represent: Are these evils common or uncommon? Have you yourself experienced any of these things? Explain.

	What are the new things that you have learnt in this study? In what way are they new?

Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on 6:1–11 called Who is in control? This could be your outline:
	The first four seals are opened: the riders bringing war, conflict, famine and death.

	The fifth seal is opened: the souls of Christian martyrs under the altar crying out for justice.

	It seems as if the Evil One is in control of the events of this world.

	But John has already revealed to us who is in control (ch 4–5): “God who sits on the throne and the Lamb” who is worthy to open the seals of the scroll.

	This knowledge gives us a “heavenly” perspective of the evil things that happen to God’s creation and to his people in this world. The Lamb, our risen Savior, is in control!

	God’s creation eagerly waits for Jesus to return to bring his deliverance (Rom 8:19–22): the four living creatures say “come” to the Lamb, in the midst of war, conflict, famine and death.

	God’s people eagerly ask the Almighty, “How long?” until the day when they “will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky” (Matt 24:30).

	What about us?

a.Don’t we too suffer in this world?
b.Do we know who is in control?
c.Are we eagerly waiting for the day of God’s justice?
d.Can we, like John, say, “Amen. Come Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20)?
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Study 14: God’s servants sealed and the seventh seal, 7:1–8:1
Introduction
Before the seventh and final seal is opened (8:1), John is shown the sealing of “the servants of our God” (v 3). First they are described as “one hundred forty-four thousand from all the tribes of Israel” (v 4) and then as “a great multitude that no one could count” (v 9). 
Notes
the four winds (v 1): This expression echoes Jer 49:36 (God’s judgment on Elam); Ezek 37:9 (God restoring his people). It is also found in Dan 7:2 and Zech 6:5. Jesus is using it in Matt 24:31 (God’s ingathering of his elect). It stands for the whole earth, in this case the destruction of the whole earth.
until we have put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God (v 3): This phrase echoes Ezek 9:3–6, where everybody in Jerusalem (referring to all the idolaters) are killed, except those with a mark on their foreheads (referring to all those who grieve and lament over idolatry). The sealing signifies the protection of the people of God in the coming judgment. The same expression is also used in 9:4 (the fifth trumpet).
one hundred forty-four thousand (v 4): Bible scholars do not agree on its interpretation. Here are the three main options: 1. It refers to members of actual Jewish tribes, the faithful Jewish remnant of the “great tribulation” (v. 14). 2. It is a symbolic reference to all the faithful believers who live during the period of tribulation. 3. It refers to all believers, so it is another way of describing “the great multitude.” A close study of the context favors the last option. This list of the twelve tribes is found nowhere else in the Bible: the order is different, and the names are different (Dan is omitted, and both Joseph and one of his sons, Manasseh, are included). The same number of people is also found in 14:1, 3 (the one hundred forty-four thousand male virgins, who have the Lamb’s name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads and who have been redeemed from the earth).
a great multitude that no one could count (v 9): Compare God’s promise to Abraham (Gen 15:5; 22:17).
every nation, tribe, people and language (v 9): All four are mentioned together also in 5:9; 11:9; 13:7; 14:6. Compare 10:11 and 17:15, where “tribes” is missing.
dressed in white robes (v 9): These are the overcomers, the victors. See also notes on 2:7 and 3:4.
palm branches (v 9): Palm branches were used in the Jewish celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev 23:40; Neh 8:15). They came to signify victory.
out of the great tribulation (v 14): This phrase echoes Dan 12:1 (a time of great distress). Compare Jesus’ words in Matt 24:21 (great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now; also in Mark 13:19).
spread his tent over them (v 15): This phrase echoes God’s presence by the tabernacle in the desert, Lev 26:11-13. See also answer to question Think and discuss 6.
Verse 16 is a quotation from Is 49:10 (referring to the restoration of Israel in the time of God’s favor).
will be their shepherd (v 17): The phrase echoes Ps 23:1 (the Lord as David’s good shepherd) and Ezek 34:23 (a Messianic prophecy about God’s shepherd servant David).
he will lead them to springs of living water (v 17): The phrase echoes Ps 23:2; Is 49: 10; and Jer 2:13.
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes (v 17): This phrase echoes Is 25:8 (where the context is God’s banquet on his mountain, when he will swallow up death forever). The same expression is found in Rev 21:4 (where God will wipe every tear from their eyes in the new Jerusalem).
Text questions
	The chapter starts with two groups of angels. What do they do?

	How does John find our about the number of those who were sealed?

	What do we learn about the background of the “great multitude”? Use your own words.

	What do we learn about present state of the “great multitude”, and how did they reach it? Use your own words.

	What happens when the seventh seal is opened?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.Wearing white robes
b.Be their shepherd
c.The four winds
d.Palm branches
Think and discuss
	Chapter 6 ends with a question. What has that question to do with what John is shown in chapter 7?

	How is it possible for the angel to tell the four angels not to harm the land or the sea or the trees (v 3), when the whole earth was already harmed in 6:12–14?

	What do you find remarkable about the “one hundred forty-four thousand from all of the tribes of Israel”?

	What is the connection between “the one hundred forty-four thousand sealed” and “the great multitude”?

	In what way does the chapter division in our Bibles misguide us as we try to figure out why the descriptions of the “one hundred forty-four thousand” and the “great multitude” are placed between the sixth and the seventh seal? 

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.A seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God
b.One hundred forty-four thousand from all the tribes of Israel
c.Spread his tent over them
Sharing and application
	What are the new things that you have learnt in this study? In what way are they new?

	How do you experience your own situation as God’s people in South India today? Do you feel that you are safe (“sealed”) because of who you are in Christ? Do you feel that you are jubilant and victorious (holding “palm branches” and dressed in “white robes”) because you have been washed in the blood of the Lamb? Share your feelings and thoughts!

Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this study called Sealed Servants of God. This could be your outline:
	John’s vision of God’s people in Rev 7:

a.The one hundred forty-four thousand sealed
b.The great multitude
	God’s people in this present evil world (seals 1–5 of 6:1–11):

a.They are “sealed.”
b.They are victorious and worshiping.
c.They are God’s dwelling-place in this present world.
	Why? Because they have been washed in the blood of the Lamb

	God’s people will “stand” when this present world is destroyed. They have a future!

	What about us?

a.Are we “sealed”, victorious and worshiping?
b.Is it evident to people around us that we are God’s dwelling-place on this earth through his Holy Spirit?
c.Will we “stand” through all the difficulties during this time of tribulation? De we have a future with God in eternity?
	Do you need to be washed in the blood of the Lamb?
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Chart: Scene 2 – Suffering for the church (4:1–8:1)￼[image: image-2.png]
Questions on the chart Scene 2 – Suffering for the church
Study the chart on the previous page and answer these questions. Don’t look at the answers until afterwards!
	What is the purpose of the arrow?

	What do the first four seals have in common?

	What question do the Christian “martyrs” ask?

	Who can stand when the present world comes to an end?

	What are the two aspects of the church?

	Why is there silence in heaven?

	What is placed at the top of the picture?

Answers to Questions on the chart Scene 2 – Suffering for the church
	The purpose of the arrow is to give the reader a sense of time: things to the left should be understood as happening earlier than things to the right.

	The first four seals have two things  in common:

a.They are all about riders on horses.
b.They are placed together at the left hand side of the picture.
	The Christian “martyrs” ask the question, “How long?”

	When the present world comes to an end, the church can stand.

	We find two aspects of the church:

a.The 144,000 sealed
b.The great multitude
	The silence in heaven signifies that everything is over with the present world. The church age has come to and end:

a.The present world is gone.
b.The people of God are no longer in the world. They belong to “the new heaven and the new earth”.
	At the top of the picture we find “God’s heavenly throne”. This shows that God is in control of the fate of both the church and this world.
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Study 15: The golden censer, 8:2–5
Introduction
The first verse of chapter 8 belongs to the previous scene, the second scene: The opening of the seventh seal results in silence. What does that mean? We have understood the second scene (the scroll with the seven seals) as “the suffering for God’s people in this world.” The sixth seal signifies the end of this world. So the seventh seal would be what happens after that – nothing, because the world is no more, and God’s people are not there. Of course, there is a glorious future for God’s people, as John will see in later visions in Revelation.
Scene 3 of the drama covers almost four chapters (8:2 –11:18) and contains the sounding of seven trumpets. It can be understood as “warnings for the world.”
This passage opens the scene by introducing seven angels who were given seven trumpets and another angel who was given a censer.
Notes
seven trumpets (v 2): In the Old Testament trumpets signified various things: remembrance (Lev 23:24), triumph (Josh 6:4), God’s presence (Ex 19:19), marching orders (Num 10:5), the gathering of people (Num 10:7), war (Num 10:9), rejoicing and celebration (Num 10:10; 1 Chron 13:8), warning (Jer 4:5; Ezek 33:3–6), coronation (1 King 1:34), doom (Joel 2:1; Amos 3:6). In Revelation the sounding of trumpets should be understood as warnings for the world.
golden altar (v 3): The golden altar of incense of the Israelite Tabernacle is described in Ex 30:1–3. The golden altar is also mentioned in Rev 9:13. There were two altars in the Jerusalem temple. One was used for animal sacrifices and called the altar of burnt offering. It stood in the temple courtyard. The other was was the incense altar, which stood in the Holy Place inside the temple. In Revelation we find only one altar, where the functions of the two temple altars are combined: the souls of the martyrs were under the altar (they had been “sacrificed”) and they are praying to God (their prayers represented by the “incense”), 5:9–10. Not all Bible scholars agree on this; some claim that Revelation describes two altars, not one.
Verse 3–4: The Greek text can be understood in two ways: either the incense and the prayers are mixed together, or the incense consists of the prayers. See also note on 5:8.
the censer, and he filled it with fire from the altar (v 5): This phrase echoes the Old Testament temple ritual as described in Lev 16:12.
there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake (v 5): This description echoes Ex 19:16–19 (when God revealed himself to the Israelites at Mount Sinai). In Revelation these manifestations seem to mark the beginning of a new scene, a kind of “curtain raising.” Compare Rev 4:5 (the beginning of scene two: flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder); 11:19 (the beginning of scene four: there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and a great hailstorm); and 16:18 (the end of scene five: there came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder and a severe earthquake).
Text questions
	Use your own words to describe what the angel with the golden censer does in this passage.

	What happens when the censer is thrown on the earth?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible.

a.The seven trumpets
b.The smoke of the incense
c.The golden altar
Think and discuss
	What could be the link between the trumpets and the smoke of the incense?

	How could the censer with the fire from the altar be thrown on the earth, if the earth was already destroyed in 6:11–16 (the sixth seal)?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
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Study 16: The first six trumpets, 8:6–9:21
Introduction
In this passage the first six trumpets are sounded. The trumpets should be under-stood as warnings for the “world” (“the inhabitants of the earth”, 8:13; the unbelieving world; the ungodly human society).
Notes
hail and fire (8:7): These words echo the plague of hail over Egypt (Ex 9:23–25) and God’s final judgment (Ezek 38:22). 
became blood (v 8): This expression echoes Ex 7:20–21 (the plague of blood over Egypt).
Verse 11 echoes Jer 9:15 where God will make those who follow the Baals drink poisoned water. 
Verse 12: See note on 6:12–13.
Woe! Woe! Woe (v 13): These three woes correspond to the three final trumpet plagues.
a star which had fallen from the sky to the earth (9:1): This phrase refers to Satan (compare Luk 10:18; Is 14:12).
the key to the shaft of the Abyss (v 1): Key symbolizes power and authority over something. God allowed Satan (who was given the key) to let loose the evil forces of the first trumpet (he opened the Abyss). For “the Abyss” see note on 20:1.
smoke from a great furnace (v 2): This phrase echoes Gen 19:28 (God destroying Sodom and Gomorrah).
Verse 3 echoes Ex 10:12–15 (the plague of locusts over Egypt).
God’s seal on their foreheads (v 4): See note on 7:3.
Verse 6 echoes Job 3:21 (Job cursing the day of his birth); Jer 8:3 and Hos 10:8 (both referring to God’s punishment on Israel. Compare Luk 23:30 and Rev 6:16).
locusts looked like horses prepared for battle (v 7): Echoes Joel 2:4–5 (which is about “an army of locusts”).
their teeth were like those of a lion (v 8): Joel 1:6 has a very similar expression (the invading nation has teeth of a lion).
the sound of chariots (v 9): This expression echoes  Joel 2:5 (noise like that of chariots).
name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon (v 11): Both these names mean destruction. 
the golden altar (v 13): See note on 8:3. 
Verse 15: The sixth trumpet partly echoes the plague on the firstborn over Egypt.
Verses 20–21: The refusal to repent is again found in 16: 9, 11.
idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood – idols that cannot see or hear or walk (v 20): This phrase echoes Ps 115:4–7 and 135:15–17. Compare Dan 5:23 (with reference to Belshazzar’s sins).
Text questions
	What happens as the first four trumpets are sounded? Use your own words as much as possible. 

	Why does the eagle call out three woes?

	What happens when the fifth trumpet is sounded?

	Who is called “Apollyon” in Greek?

	What happens when the sixth trumpet is sounded?

	What was the result of the sixth trumpet?

Think and discuss
	What can we learn from comparing 6:9 (the fifth seal) with 9:4 (the fifth trumpet)? 

	Why do you think the first six trumpets echo the plagues over Egypt?

	One reason why Bible scholars disagree so much about the interpretation of Revelation has to do with what should be understood as “literal” and what should be understood as “symbolic.” Divide a sheet of paper into three columns called “Literal,” “Literal or symbolic,” and “Symbolic.” Then go through the descriptions of the first six trumpets again and fill in the three columns. Finally try to figure out what principles you used as you decided in which column to put the various items.

Sharing and application
	First go through the descriptions of the first six trumpets again. Then consider the world in which we are living today and see how much of the “five trumpets” you can see at work in it.

	What are the new things that you have learnt in this study? In what way are they new?

Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this study. You can call it Warnings for the world. Make use of your answers.
(Go to Answers 16)
 
Study 17: The little scroll; the meaning of the last trumpet, 10:1–11
Introduction
John sees a mighty angel holding a small scroll. As the angel roared like a lion the seven thunders spoke. But John was told not to write anything down. Then the angel swore that there would be no more delay and that God’s mystery would be accomplished with the seventh trumpet. John was told to eat the scroll and to prophesy.
Notes
mighty angel (v 1): The description of the angel echoes Dan 10:5–6. But it also reminds us of Jesus in 1:13–16. See note on 1:13.
the voices of the seven thunders sounded (v 3): This phrase echoes Ps 29. See also answer to Think and discuss 1.
Seal up the things that the seven thunders said and do not write it down (v 4): This phrase echoes Dan 12:4, 9 (where Daniel is told to seal the words of the scroll until the time of the end). What the seven thunders said will not be revealed until their proper time. Compare the angel’s instructions not to seal the prophecies of Revelation, 22:10.
raised his right hand to heaven and swore by him who lives forever and ever (v 5–6): This is more or less a quotation if Dan 12:7. It also echoes God’s solemn promise in Deut 32:40.
There will be no more delay! (v 6): echoes Dan 12:1–7 where the man clothed in linen tells Daniel that there would be a time, times and half a time before the time of the end. But for John there would be no more delay.
who created heaven and all that is in it, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it (v 6): This echoes the descriptions of God found in Gen 14:22; Neh 9:6; and Ps 146:6
the mystery of God (v 7): This mystery is the gospel, the good news about the reconciliation of God with man through Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross.
he announced to his servants, the prophets (v 7): Similar phrases are found in the Old Testament (see for example Dan 9:6, 10. Amos 3:7; Zech 1:6). The Greek word for announced is “evangelized, preached the gospel.”
Verses 9–10 echo the scroll that God told Ezekiel to eat (Ezek 2:9–3:1–3). This scroll signifies the gospel and the preaching of the gospel.
You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages, and kings (v 11):  This phrase, which echoes Jer 1:10; 25:30; Dan 3:4; 7:14, signifies that the gospel must be preached everywhere.
Text questions
	Use your own words to describe the angel.

	What do we learn about the scroll?

	What was the angel’s message?

	What was John told to do after he had eaten the scroll?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.Seal up what the seven thunders have said
b.The little scroll
c.The mystery of God
Think and discuss
	What could have been the message of the seven thunders? Read Ps 29 and answer the following questions:

a.What does David exhort the people to do (v 1–2)?
b.How is the Lord’s voice described (v 3)?
c.How is the Lord himself described (v 10–11)?
d.How many times do you find the expression “the voice of the Lord”?
e.How or where is “the voice of the Lord” manifested (v 5–9a)?
f.What is the result of “the voice of the Lord” (v 9b)?
g.So, what could have been the message of the seven thunders?
	Why do you think John was told not to record the message of the seven thunders?

	Why is there comfort for God’s people in the angel’s message that there would be no more delay?

	The little scroll signifies the gospel and the preaching of the gospel. In what way is it both sweet and bitter?

Sharing and application
	Have you had the experience that the gospel and the preaching of the gospel is both sweet and bitter (see the answer to question Think and discuss 4)? Share your experiences.

	What are the new things that you have learnt in this study? In what way are they new?

Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this study. You can call it There Will Be No More Delay! Make use of your answers.
(Go to Answers 17)
 
Study 18: The two witnesses, 11:1–14
Introduction
This passage begins with the measuring of the inner parts of the temple and the altar. Then the ministry of God’s two witnesses is described.
Notes
I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure God’s temple and the altar and those who worship” (v 1): This description echoes Ezek 40:3 (Ezekiel’s vision of a man whose appearance was like bronze getting ready to measure the New Temple) and Zech 2:1–2 (Zechariah’s vision of a man with a measuring line in his hand getting ready to measure Jerusalem). The Greek word (naos) used for “temple” refers to the innermost part of the temple, particularly the Holy of Holies. The measuring signifies the security (compare the numbering of the sealed in 7:4 – the Greek uses the same word for “number” and “measure”) of the church (compare Paul in 1 Cor 3:16 you yourselves are God’s temple). The inner sanctuary of the temple (Paul also uses the Greek word naos) symbolizes the church.
the Gentiles. They will trample over the holy city (v 2): This phrase echoes Ps 79:1 (the nations have invaded your inheritance, they have defiled your holy temple) and Is 63:18; (but now our enemies have trampled down your sanctuary). Compare Jesus’ prophecy in Luk 21:24: Jerusalem will be trampled on by the the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. The Gentiles trampling on the holy city signifies the difficulties of the church from the the unbelievers, who symbolically occupy the holy city and even the outer courts of the temple: John was told to exclude the outer court and not to measure it, because it had been given to the Gentiles.
forty-two months (v 2). The same length of time is found in 12:6 (1,260 days), 12:14 (a time, times and half a time) and 13:5 (forty-two months). See also note on 12:6.
my two witnesses (v 3): Some Bible scholars understand this expression literally. But the context and the language of the whole passage favour a symbolical interpretation – “the people of God, the church.”
sackcloth (v 3): Sackcloth was used by mourners (2 Sam 3:31), prophets (Is 20:2) and captives (1 King 20:31). Here the sackcloth is best understood symbolically: the two witnesses were given power to prophesy and they had a serious message. 
Verse 4 echoes Zechariah’s vision of a gold lampstand and the two olive trees (see Zech 4:1–14). Note construction of Zechariah’s lampstand (v 2–3): It had a bowl that contained the oil and the seven lights were connected by a direct channel to this oil source. Also note that Zechariah’s two witnesses were anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth (Zech 4:13–14).
Verse 5 echoes various Old Testament passages, such as 2 Sam 22:9 (David describing the Lord’s power to save with these words: Smoke went out of his nostrils; consuming fire came from his mouth, coals were kindled by it); 2 King 1:10 (Elijah answered the captain of fifty, “… let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!” Then fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his men); Ps 97:3 (the psalmist describing God like this: Fire goes before him and burns up his enemies on every side); and Jer 5:14 (God’s promise to the prophet: I will make my words in your mouth fire and these people wood that will devour them). 
power to shut up the sky (v 6): This phrase echoes the story about Elijah and the drought (1 King 17:1). 
power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague (v 6): This description echoes the stories about Moses and the plagues on Egypt (Ex 7:17, 19–20; note the phrase used in 1 Sam 4:8: struck the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues).
testimony (v 7): See note on 1:2.
the beast that comes out of the Abyss will make war on them and conquer them and kill them (v 7): This description echoes Daniel’s dream of the four beasts (Dan 7:3, 7, 21;). Compare Rev 12:17 (the dragon … went away to make war against the rest of her children – those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus); 13:1, 7 (a beast rising out of the sea … was given power to make war against the saints); and 17:8 (The beast that you saw, once was, now is not, and will ascend from the Abyss and go to his destruction).
breath of life from God entered into them, and they stood on their feet (v 11): This description echoes Ezekiel’s vision of the dry bones that came to life when God’s breath entered them (Ezek 37:5, 10).
went up into heaven (v 12): This phrase echoes the story when Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 King 2:11). 
Verse 13 echoes Ezekiel’s description about the Day of the Lord (Ezek 38:19–20).
gave glory to the God of heaven (13): They didn’t do so because they repented but because they were terrified.
Text questions
	What was John told to do with the reed?

	Why was John told not to measure the outside court of the temple?

	Describe the two witnesses. Use your own words as much as possible. 

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.Clothed in sackcloth
b.Measure the temple of God and the altar
c.They will trample on the holy city
d.Forty-two months
e.My two witnesses
Think and discuss
	Compare 11:1–2 (which takes place between trumpets 6 and 7) with 7:1–17 (which takes place between seals 6 and 7). What are your conclusions?

	Why is it reasonable to interpret the two witnesses symbolically?

	How would you interpret the passage about the two witnesses?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this study. You can call it The Witness of the Church. Make use of the answers to questions Think and discuss 1–3.
(Go to Answers 18)
 
Study 19: The seventh trumpet, 11:15–18
Introduction
In this passage the last trumpet is sounded and loud voices in heaven proclaim, The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. He will reign for ever and ever. The twenty-four elders fall on their faces and worship God. The day of God’s judgment has arrived.
Notes
The second half of verse 15 echoes several Old Testament passages, for example Ex 15:18 (the song that the Israelites sang after crossing the sea); Ps 10:16; 22:28; Dan 2:44 (the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed); 7:14 (About “the one that looked like a son of man”: His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed); Zech 14:9 (About the day when the Lord will come with all the holy ones: The Lord will be king over the whole earth).
Lord God, the Almighty (v 17): See note on 4:8.
The nations were angry (v 18): This phrase echoes Ps 2:1; 46:6.
your wrath has come (v 18): This expression refers to God’s judgment on rebellion and unbelief. This is described in the rest of the verse.
your servants the prophets (v 18): See note on 10:7.
those who fear your name, both small and great (v 18): This is a quotation from Ps 115:13. A similar phrase is found in Rev 19:5.
Text questions
	What did the sounding of the seventh trumpet signify?

	How is the kingdom of the Lord described?

Think and discuss
	Why do you think the twenty-four elders used a shorter description of God (Lord God, the Almighty, the One who is and who was) this time (compare 1:4)?

	Why do you think the seventh trumpet could be called “the final woe” (compare 11:14)?

	How did the twenty-four elders describe the beginning of God’s powerful rule? Use your own words as much as possible.

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group based on this study. You can call it The Seventh Trumpet. Make use of the answers to the questions.
(Go Answers 19)
 
Chart: Scene 3 – Warnings for the world (8:2–11:18)￼[image: image-3.png]
Questions on the chart Scene 3 – Warnings for the world
Study the chart on the previous page and answer these questions. Don’t look at the answers until afterwards!
	What is the purpose of the arrow?

	What warnings for the world are given with the first six trumpets?

	What two things do we find in the middle of the picture?

	What does the little scroll represent?

	What do the two witnesses represent?

	What happens when the seventh trumpet is sounded?

	When does the church age end?

Answers to Questions on the chart Scene 3 – Warnings for the world
	The purpose of the arrow is to give the reader a sense of time: things to the left should be understood as happening earlier than things to the right.

	Six warnings for the world are given with the first six trumpets. The first three warnings affect the earth, the sea and the rivers. The following three warnings bring partial darkness, destruction, and more destruction.

	In the middle of the picture we find two things:

a.The little scroll
b.The two witnesses
	The little scroll represents the gospel.

	The two witnesses represent the church.

	When the seventh trumpet is sounded this present world is replaced by God’s kingdom.

	The church age ends with the seventh trumpet.

(Go to Table of contents)
(Go to Chart Scene 5 – Punishment for the world)
 
Study 20: The woman and the dragon, 11:19–13:1
Introduction
A new scene – the fourth– starts in 11:19, as God’s temple in heaven is opened. John sees the ark of God’s covenant in the temple.
That this is really a new scene is emphasized by yet another “raising of the curtain”: And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake and heavy hail. Compare the opening of scene three in 8:5.
Scene four of the drama stretches from 11:19 to 15:4. It can be called “The drama of history” and contains seven visions:
	The beast out of the sea, 13:1b–10 (And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea)

	The beast out of the earth, 13:11–18 (And I saw another beast, coming up out of the earth)

	The Lamb and the 144,000, 14:1–5 (And I looked, and there was the Lamb)

	The three angels, 14:6–13 (And I saw another angel)

	The harvest of the earth, 14:14–20 (And I looked, and there was a white cloud)

	A preview of seven angels with seven plagues, 15:1 (And I saw in heaven another great and amazing sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues)

	The song of the victorious, 15:2–4 (And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass)

Michael Wilcock describes these visions as “seven visions of cosmic conflict”. But before John sees these seven visions, he reveals what this cosmic conflict is all about. This is done in our present passage, 11:19–13:1a.
Notes
God’s temple in heaven was opened (11:19): The context of this the fourth scene in Revelation (in which we find Satan, his evil forces and their evil activities) makes it clear that heaven must be understood as “the sphere of spiritual reality” (see note on 4:1). Consequently we must understand “temple” in this verse as referring to the place where God really is, and not limit “God’s temple” to a spiritual building of some sorts in heaven (compare Is 6:1–3; Ps 29:9; 139:7–10).
the ark of his covenant (v 19): The ark symbolizes God’s covenant with his people. It also stands for his throne which refers to his sovereign presence among his people.
Verse 19: See note 8:5.
sign (12:1): A sign is somethings that points beyond itself: the woman is a sign and the dragon is also a sign (v 3), because they both point to something that the woman and the dragon stand for. But the child (v 4–5) is not called a sign because he stands for an actual human person.
a woman (v 1): The context makes it clear that the woman cannot represent only the Jewish people (in spite of the crown of twelve stars on her head). She represents all God’s people, of the Old Testament as well as the New Testament.
she was laboring to give birth (v 2): This expression echoes Is 7:14, which is a Messianic prophecy (quoted in Matt 1:23): Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and bear a son, and will call him Immanuel).
a great red dragon (v 3): The dragon is identified in v 9 as that ancient serpent called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world. A mythical snakelike creature was common in the mythology of the ancient Near East. The Canaanites understood it as a creature symbolizing “chaos” (compare “Behemoth” in Job 40:15; “Leviathan” in Job 41:1; “Rahab” in Ps. 89:10; and “the coiling serpent” in Is 27:1). In Revelation it is also a symbol of Egypt, Israel’s ancient enemy.
with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads (v 3): Compare the beast out of the sea which is similarly described in 13:1. “Head” stands for authority (not wisdom as we might conclude from our own cultures. In biblical language wisdom is in the heart, not in the head) and “seven” means “real” (not “total” as only God has total power and authority, even if Satan himself may think differently, Luk 4:6) and “crowns” symbolize princely power. So Jesus is right when he calls Satan “the prince of this world" (John 14:30). “Horns” in the Old Testament represent aggressive force and great strength (see for example Deut 33:17). The Greek word for “crown” is diadem meaning “royal crown”.
her child (v 4): The following verse makes it clear that the child is Jesus: He will rule all the nations with a rod of iron (referring to the Messianic prophecy in Ps 2:9). 
snatched up to God and to his throne (v 5): This phrase refers to Jesus’ ascension. So we find that in this passage the account of Jesus’ life and ministry is condensed: only the beginning (his birth) and the end (his ascension) are mentioned.
the wilderness (v 6): This expression stands for a place of safety. It echoes the Exodus story. After the children of Israel had fled from Pharaoh (don’t forget the references to the plagues of Egypt in the trumpets of the previous scene), God took care of them and provided for them during all the years of their wilderness wandering. In the same way, God will protect his people and take care of them until the time of the church is over. Compare v 13–16, where the same story is told with different imagery: The word “wilderness” connects the two passages.
1,260 days (v 6): See note on 11:2. This number echoes Dan 7:25: He [referring to “another king”] will speak words against the Most High and oppress the saints of the Most High… They will be given into his hand for a time, times and half a time. In Revelation the number derived from “a time, times and half a time” (1,260 days and 42 months) – or differently expressed, 3 1/2 years – symbolizes the church age, the period of the church, the time between Jesus’ first and second coming.
Michael (v 7): He is an archangel and the leader of God’s forces, who confronts Satan and is victorious over him. His main responsibility seems to be the care of the people of Israel (compare Dan 10:13; 12:1).
called the devil and Satan (v 9): “Devil” means “slanderer”, and “Satan” means “adversary”. Compare accuser in v 10.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God (v 10): This phrase refers to the victorious introduction of God’s kingdom with the first coming of Jesus and to his kingly authority.
our brothers … They overcame him (v 10–11): The Christian believers have overcome Satan by Jesus’ work on the cross.
their testimony (v 11): See note on 1:2. See also v 17 below.
pursued (v 13): The Greek word also means “persecuted.”
And the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle (v 14): This phrase echoes Exodus 19:3–4, where God reminds the Israelites of how be brought them out of Egypt: I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you unto myself.
spewed water out of its mouth like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the flood (v 15): This description echoes Ps 124:2–5 and similar Old Testament passages, where water stands for forces of destruction
the rest of her children (v 17): This refers to Christian believers. This is made clear by the explanation that follows, those who keep God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus (see note on 1:2).
Text questions
	How is the woman described in this passage? 

	How is the dragon described in this passage?

	How is the child described in this passage?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of the covenant: 
b.Her child: 
c.An great red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his head: 
d.A woman: 
e.The wilderness: 
f.Our brothers:
g.The rest of her children:
h.1,260 days: 
i.A time, times and half a time: 
Think and discuss
	Explain how the context makes it clear that the woman in this passage must be understood as “the people of God’s covenant, of the Old Testament as well as the New Testament.”

	Study v 7–12 and answer the following questions:

a.When was v 10a fulfilled?
b.What does v 10b say was the result of the fulfillment of v 10a?
c.What is the link between the “hymn of victory” (v 10–12) and the war in heaven between Michael’s forces and the dragon’s forces (v 7–9)?
d.Consequently, how should we interpret the war between Michael’s forces and Satan's forces in v 7–9?
e.So when did Satan and his angels lose “their place in heaven” and were “hurled down to the earth”?
f.What is the work of Satan according to v 10b?
g.What does v 11 teach the church about overcoming Satan?
h.Why is Satan furious and who should fear him?
Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group based on this study. You can call it The Woman and the Dragon. Don’t speculate! Limit the points you bring up and your conclusions to the material presented in this study. 
(Go to Answers 20)
 
Study 21: The beast out of the sea, 13:1–10
Introduction
In the previous study, we found that John was shown the three key actors in the “cosmic drama”: the dragon Satan, the people of God, and the Son and savior Jesus Christ. With that understanding in mind, we will be able to interpret the  series of visions that John is about to see as scene 4 of the drama of Revelation unfolds.
Wilcock calls this scene “The drama of history.” It contains seven visions that can be understood as “seven visions of cosmic conflict.” The first vision begins with the words, And I saw a beast coming out of the sea (13:1).
In this lesson, we will look at the first vision (out of seven vision). It shows us what this “cosmic conflict” is about: The beast out of the sea is given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them – because it is given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. All inhabitants of the earth will worship him – except those who belong to the Lamb that was slain (v 7–8).
Notes
And the dragon stood (v 1): The Greek text has “he stood” (as translated by Kannada JV translation) with reference to the dragon. Unfortunately the Kannada NIBV translation has “I stood”, which makes it impossible to answer question 1 below.
coming up out of the sea (v 1): See note on 11:7.
blasphemous names (v 1): This expression echoes Dan 7:8, 11, 20, 25 (this chapter is about the beast with a mouth that spoke boastfully: And he will speak words against the Most High and oppress the saints … They will be handed over to him for a time, times and half a time) and 11:36 (about the king who exalts himself above every god and says unheard-of things against the God of gods). At the time of Revelation, Roman emperors were considered divine, especially in the eastern part of the empire. For example, Emperor Domitian was addressed as “Our Lord and God.”
ten horns and seven heads. And on his horns ten crowns (v 1): See note on 12:3. If we try to identify the heads or horns as particular kings, kingdoms, we would misunderstand what the beast out of the sea stands for, see answer to Think and discuss 1 below. The Greek word for “crown” means “royal crown.”
but the mortal wound had been healed (v 3): In the overall context of Revelation it is probably best to understand “the mortal wound” as the death blow that Satan and his evil structures in this world received through Jesus’ work on the cross. Consequently, “had been healed” would refer to the fact that Satan still appears to be alive (and his evil structures still standing) – until God’s final judgment.
was given (v 5): Four times in the Greek text of v 5–7 uses the passive form “was given,” probably to emphasize that the beast out of the sea gets his power and authority from the dragon (compare v 2, 4).
forty-two months (v 5): This expression stands for the period of the church. See notes on 11:2 and 12:6.
conquer them (v 7): This does not mean that the beast out of the sea can take away the faith of the believers. It means that he has been given the power to kill their physical bodies (see also v 8).
Text questions
	How does the previous passage end (13:1)? So what is the immediate context of the beast out of the sea?

	How is the beast out of the sea described in v 1–3?

	The description of the beast out of the sea echoes the four beasts in Dan 7:2–7. What are the main similarities and what are the main differences?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.Blasphemous name
b.The mortal wound had been healed
c.Was given
d.Conquer them
Think and discuss
	Daniel’s dream in Dan 7:2–7 is interpreted in Dan 7:16–23. Read the interpretation and answer these questions:

a.What do the four beasts stand for?
b.The beast out of the sea could be seen as a combination of elements of the four beasts that Daniel saw in his dream. How would this view help us interpret the meaning of the beast out of the sea?
	How should we understand the power of the beast out of the sea in our South Indian context today? 

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group based on this study. You can call it The  Beast and the Saints. Don’t speculate! Limit the points you bring up and your conclusions to the material presented in this study.
(Go to Answers 21)
 
Study 22: The beast out of the earth, 13:11–18
Introduction
Scene 4 of the drama of Revelation can be called “The drama of history.” It contains seven visions that can be understood as “seven visions of cosmic conflict.” 
Now we have come to John’s second vision in this drama. It begins, And I saw another beast, coming up out of the earth (13:11).
This second vision introduces the false ideologies (mainly expressed in religious terms) propagated by the “bad guy” of the previous vision, the beast out of the sea. Through his agent – introduced as the beast out of the earth (who is later called “the false prophet,” 16:13; 19:20) it deceives the inhabitants of the earth and controls their daily lives. The second beast should be understood as the ideological/religious expression of the first beast (which stands for the evil state government or the social structure of the state).
Notes
It performs great and miraculous signs (v 13): Deut 13:1–5 warns against false prophets deceiving God’s people by performing miracles (see also Rev 16:14; 19:20).
even making  fire come down from heaven (v 13): This information about activities of the second beast (the false prophet) is probably included as a contrast to true prophets (see for example Elijah in 1 King 18:38, and the two true witnesses in Rev 11:5).
make an image (v 14): This image, which was set up in honor of the beast out of the sea, reminds us of king Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold in Dan 3:3–7. In both cases those who did not worship the idol were killed.
a mark on his right hand or on his forehead (v 16): The mark symbolizes that a person belongs to the beast, or that the beast has authority over a person (compare the “sealing” of those who belong to Christ, 7:3). 
let him interpret the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man. Its number is 666 (v 18): This expression should not be understood to be a puzzle like, “What do you think 666 means?” If you try to add the numerical values of the Greek and Hebrew letters to arrive at somebody’s name, you can reach all kinds of results. These names (and many more) have been suggested during the history of the church: Emperor Nero, Emperor Domitian, Mohammed, and Martin Luther. Instead 666 should be understood as a symbolic number, just like the period of the church is symbolized by “a time, times and half a time” (3 ½ years or 42 months or 1,260 days) or the church is symbolized by 144,000. But why 666? Because 6 is one less than 7 (seven symbolizing spiritual perfection or God). So 6 is a good number to symbolize false religion (a religion trying to reach perfection, but failing and instead becoming false; or a false god). But why three 3 times 6? Perhaps because the beast out of the earth is always missing the mark of perfection. Some Bible scholars have read the Trinity into the 3 times 7 (777). Similarly, 666 would stand for the “false trinity” of the dragon, the first beast and the second beast. The problem with this solution is that it is the second beast that is given the number 666 (and not the dragon or the first beast).
Text questions
	How is the beast out of the earth described in v 11?

	How are the activities of this second beast described in v 12? 

	Make a list of the connections between this second beast and:

a.The dragon
b.The beast out of the sea
	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.Its number is 666
b.A mark on his right hand or on his forehead
c.The second beast
Think and discuss
	What are the implications of the description of the beast out of the earth in v 11?

	The beast out of the earth basically stands for false ideology/religion and religious/ideological deception. This is becomes obvious in this passage. Answer these questions:

a.Who has given it the power to deceive?
b.How does it deceive people?
c.Who are deceived by it?
d.How does it control the daily life of the people?
Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group based on this study. You can call it Do not be deceived!. Don’t speculate! Limit the points you bring up and your conclusions to the material presented in this study. If you haven’t understood this study properly, you should not attempt to prepare any Bible study at all!
(Go to Answers 22)
 
Study 23: The Lamb and the 144,000, 14:1–5
Introduction
John’s third vision in scene 4 of the drama begins with the words, And I looked and saw the Lamb (14:1).
Scene 4 of the drama stretches from 11:19 to 15:4. It can be called “The drama of history” and contains seven visions about “cosmic conflict.” The first two visions presented the beast out of the sea (symbolizing Satan’s evil governments in this world) and the beast out of the earth (symbolizing the ideological/religious expression of the first beast).
Here in the third vision, the perspective changes as the “opposite party” in the “cosmic conflict” is presented. We are introduced to those who withstand Satan and his evil government and its false ideologies in this world. These are they who have the Lamb’s name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. They have been redeemed from the earth. They are those who follow the Lamb wherever he goes,. They have been redeemed from among men as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. They are blameless. This is undoubtedly a description of the church.
Notes
standing on Mount Zion (v 1): This clearly echoes Ps 2:6, where the Lord says that he  has placed his King on Zion, his holy hill. 
144,000 (v 1): This number symbolizes the church, all God’s people.
name written on their foreheads (v 1): Compare “put a seal on their foreheads” (7:3) and “receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead” (13:17). See note on 7:3.
a new song (v 3): It is the song of redemption and vindication. Only the 144,000 could learn this song, because only they had had a personal experience of God’s redemption; only they had been redeemed from all the people of the earth (v 4; 5:9) and only they had washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb (7:14). See also note on 5:9.
were not defiled with women, for they are pure like virgins (v 4): This is a metaphorical expression for “spiritual purity.” The 144.000 had kept themselves pure from idolatry and its evil and immoral practices. They had not worshipped the beast and given in to his demands. In that sense they were “virgins.”
firstfruits to God and the Lamb (v 4): The word “firstfruits” has two meanings: 
a.It refers to the initial ingathering of a farmer. First he harvests the firstfruits, then he will harvest the rest. This is how the word is used about Jesus’ resurrection in 1 Cor 15:20. 
b.It simply means an offering to God. The offering is separated to him and wholly consecrated. No later addition is made, because the firstfruits constitute the whole. This is the most common usage of the word in the Old Testament. This is also the meaning of “firstfruits” in this text.
In their mouth no lie was found for they are blameless (v 5): The “lie” that brings “blame” refers to the blasphemy of the worshippers of the beast, who had denied God. Instead they had attributed real power to the beast and worshipped his image. The 144,000 had refused to believe in the second beast. They had realized that there was no life or power in the idol of the beast . They had not worshipped his image or believed in the heresies of the second beast. 
Text questions
	How are the 144,000 described? Make a list!

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.A new song
b.144,000
c.Name written on their foreheads
d.Not defiled with women
e.Firstfruits
Think and discuss
	Read Ps 2. How does its theme fit into the first three visions of scene 4 in the drama of Revelation?

	How should this group of 144,000 male virgins be understood in relation to the 144,000 sealed from all the tribes of Israel in chapter 7? Explain!

	Do you think that this passage can be used in defense of celibacy? Why? Why not?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group based on this study. You can call it“What is written on your forehead?. Don’t speculate! Limit the points you bring up and your conclusions to the material presented in this study (and parts of the previous study). If you haven’t understood this study properly (or the previous one), you should not attempt to prepare any Bible study at all!
(Go to Answers 23)
 
Study 24: The three angels, 14:6–13
Introduction
John’s fourth vision in scene 4 of the drama begins, And I saw another angel (14:6).
Scene 4 of the drama stretches from 11:19 to 15:4. It can be called “The drama of history” and contains seven visions about “cosmic conflict.” The first two visions presented the beast out of the sea (symbolizing Satan’s evil governments in this world) and the beast out of the earth (symbolizing the ideological/religious expression of the first beast).
In the third vision (see the previous lesson) the perspective was changed, as the “opposite party” was presented. This is the church, which consists of those who withstand Satan and his evil social system and its false ideologies in this world. They follow the Lamb in the “cosmic conflict” – not Satan.
The fourth vision can be seen as a parallel to the second vision. The second vision was about the ideological/religious expression of the first beast. The fourth vision can be understood as the message that the church has to this world. This message is one of grace (the gospel is still proclaimed), doom (“Babylon” has fallen, referring to the fact that she is doomed to destruction) and warning (all those who worship the beast will be doomed – just as the beast is already doomed).
Notes
angel (v 6): The Greek word means messenger. In this passage the three angels bring three messages.
Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the great (v 8): Babylon the great echoes Dan 4:30, where king Nebuchadnezzar proudly exclaims, “Is not this the great Babylon!” Here we find a preview of Babylon’s fall, which happens with the seventh bowl (16:19; see also 17:5; 18:2).
the wine of his wrath (v 10): This expression echoes Is 51:17–23 which is a prophecy about God’s promise to take away his judgment from Israel and put it on her tormentors. Rev 14:9–12 describes God’s judgment on those who worship the beast. To those who drink Babylon’s cup of wine (that is, worship the beast and its image and receive its mark), the Lord will give his own cup of wrath (his judgment).
Text questions
	What does the first angel proclaim to every nation, tribe, language and people?

	What is the message of the second angel?

	What does the third angel say will happen to those who worship the beast and its image and receive its mark? 

	What message does the fourth voice from heaven have? And what does the Spirit say about this message?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.The wine of God’s wrath
b.Angel
Think and discuss
	The three angels had messages of grace, doom, and warning. Explain in your own words what these three messages are about.

	Do you think that these three messages can be understood as the church’s proclamation to the inhabitants of this world all through the “church age”? Explain why – why not.

	Apply these three messages to your own situation in South India today. What does it mean in your context to proclaim a message of grace? a message of doom? and a message of warning? Be specific!

	To what extent does your own church fellowship proclaim these three messages of grace, doom, and warning for the people in your area? Be specific!

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this study. You can call it The Three Messages of the Church – and a Blessing. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 24)
Study 25: The harvest of the earth, 14:14–20
Introduction
John’s fifth vision in scene 4 of the drama begins, And I looked, and there before me was a white cloud (14:14).
Scene four of the drama stretches from 11:19 to 15:4. It can be called “The drama of history” and contains seven visions.
In this passage (the fifth vision of scene 4) one like the son of man reaps the harvest of the earth with his sickle. Then another angel gathers the grapes of the earth and throws them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. Jesus said, The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels (Matt 13:39). Until that day the sons of the kingdom and the sons of the evil one will grow together (Matt 13:38, 30).
During the whole church period the spiritual war between the followers of the beast and the followers of the Lamb continues. It goes on until the arrival of the Day of the Lord with its final reaping of the harvest (the reaping of the righteous) and its ingathering of the grapes (God’s judgment over the wicked).
Notes
This whole passage echoes Joel 3:13 about the Day of the Lord: Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow. For their wickedness is great! 
golden crown (v 14): The Greek word for crown is the crown of a victor.
harvest (v 15): In the New Testament the term harvest is mostly used metaphorically for the gathering in of the sons of the Kingdom of God at the end of the age (Matt 13:39).
sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man (v 14): The phrase “son of man” echoes Dan 7:13 (see note on 1:13, where it is used about Jesus), but it is also used in the Psalms and Ezekiel about a male person in general. Bible scholars do not agree on how it should be understood in this context: Is the person seated on the cloud  Jesus or is another angel that looked like a man?
tread in the winepress (v 20): This expression echoes Is 63:1–6 about the day of God’s vengeance. It is also used in Rev 19:1. The treading of grapes was a common Old Testament metaphor for divine wrath (and judgment).
1,600 stadia (v 20): The Kannada translations have “200 miles,” which is a recalculation of the Greek expression. The extent of the bloodshed is mind-boggling (especially when you consider its depth) so is has to be understood as a figure of speech. Some Bible scholars have pointed out that this is the approximate length of the Holy Land from north to south (“from Dan to Beersheba”). The implication would be that God’s judgment covers “the whole earth”.
Text questions
	How many persons are at work in this passage (v 14–19)? What do they do?

	Why was the earth harvested? 

	Why were the grapes gathered? What happened to the grapes?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.Like a son of man 
b.1,600 stadia
c.Harvest
d.Tread the winepress
Think and discuss
	Why is it reasonable to understand this passage as two different harvests: the reaping of the righteous and the gathering in of the wicked?

	Some Bible scholars state that the person who is described as “like a son of man” cannot be Jesus. What could be the basis for such a statement?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this study. You can call it The Two Sickles. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 25)
 
Study 26: A preview of seven angels with seven plagues, 15:1
Comments
John’s sixth vision in scene 4 of the drama consists of only one verse, And I saw in heaven another great and amazing sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues, the last. With them God’s wrath is finished (15:1).
It is a preview of what will happen in the next scene of the Revelation drama, when the seven plague angels will pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth (16:1). 
This kind of “previews” is one way in which the Revelation drama is woven together. Three examples:
	The seven plague angels: They are introduced towards the end of scene 4 (15:1) before the song of the victorious. Later they are given a whole scene of their own, 15:5–16:21 (scene 5).

	Babylon: She is introduced in scene 4 (14:8) with the words that she is fallen. Later she is given a whole scene of her own, 17:1–19:10 (scene 6) where she, to start with, is very much alive.

	Jerusalem: She is introduced as the bride of the Lamb towards the end of scene 6 (19:7) and as the successor of Babylon. Later she is given a whole scene of her own, 21:9–22:19 (scene 8).

Conclusions
	The basic arrangement of Revelations is clearly not chronological. There is no straightforward narrative sequence.

	The unity of the drama is more subtle than so. Here are four examples of this:

a.Scene 4 concerns the constant spiritual conflict of history. The first four visions describe the four forces involved (the beast out of the sea, the beast out of the earth, the Lamb and his followers, and the three angels with messages of grace, doom, and warning). The fifth vision shows that God is in control: he will act when the harvest is ripe. He is merciful and gracious, but also he will by no means clear the guilty (Ezek 34:6–7). So here in the sixth vision (15:1) God presents a preview of his angels of punishment. The actual punishment comes with the seven bowls of God’s wrath in scene 5.
b.In scene 4 we find the two beasts representing Satan’s evil society and philosophy (the beast out of the sea and the beast out of the earth). Later they will together be called Babylon. The fact that Babylon is doomed from the beginning is an essential part of the Christian message. This message of grace, doom, and warning is in itself is one of the forces that oppose her (scene 4, vision 4). 
c.Scene 7 (the “drama behind history”) consists of a summary of the realities that are behind human history. In that context, Jerusalem appears at the climax of the drama (21:1–8, scene 7, vision 7). 
d.What scene 8 (21:9–22:19) describes is altogether beyond time and history. Babylon and the dragon are gone. The night is over, and the morning has come. The seventh sections of all the first seven scenes are blended in one dazzling panorama of eternity. Jerusalem, the holy city, occupies the whole of scene 8.
Think and discuss
Go through the comments above:
	Explain why the structure of the Revelation drama cannot be understood as chronological.

	Explain why we find “previews” of the plague angels, Babylon the great and Jerusalem the Holy City.
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Chart: The structure of Revelation￼[image: image-4.png]
(Go The structure of Revelation in the Reference section of this book)
 
Questions on the chart The structure of Revelation
Study the chart on the previous page and answer these questions. Don’t look at the answers until afterwards!
	What is the purpose of the arrow?

	Which scenes take place during the church age?

	Which scene takes place after the church age?

	What is the last scene about?

Answers to Questions on the chart The structure of Revelation
	The purpose of the arrow is to give the reader a sense of time: things to the left should be understood as happening earlier than things to the right.

	Scenes 1–7 take place during the church age.

	Scene 8 takes place after the church age.

	The last scene is about Jerusalem the Holy City.

(Go to Table of contents)
 
Study 27: The song of the conquerors, 15:2–4
Introduction
John’s seventh and last vision in scene 4 of the drama begins, And I saw what appeared to be a sea of glass mixed with fire. And those who had conquered the beast and its image and the number of his name were standing beside the sea. (15:2).
Scene 4 of has now reached its end. “The drama of history” has been resolved. The victory has been won. This is the time for those who have conquered the beast to sing their song of victory. “The song of Moses and the song of the Lamb” are not two songs. It is only one song, because Moses’ song and the Lamb’s song are both a song about God and his great and marvelous deeds.
Moses’ song in Ex 15 celebrated the victory of the Lord in the defeat of the Egyptians at the Red Sea. In the synagogues this song was sung as part of the afternoon service of the Sabbath. It celebrated God’s sovereign rule over the universe, and the Jews were reminded of this fact, as they sung Moses’ song. The deliverance from Egypt, with its plagues of judgment on Israel’s enemies, was for the Jew a sign of God’s just rule over the world. In the same way, God’s final judgment and deliverance of the followers of the Lamb made those who had conquered the beast and his image burst out in this song of praise to God for his righteous acts in history.
Each line in v 3-4 picks up phrases from the Psalms and Prophets (for examples see below).
Notes
those who had conquered the beast (v 2): These are the “overcomers” of the seven churches in Asia. They are those who have been seen throughout Revelation as having won over the idolatrous beasts through their faithful testimony to Christ, even to the extent of martyrdom. They are the 144,000, the elect of God (7:4; 14:1). They are the full number of those who had been killed because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained (6:9, 11), those who did not have the number of his name (13:17), those who have come out of the great tribulation and washed their robes and made them white in the Lamb’s blood (7:14). 
sang the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb (v 3): See the introduction above. The song of Moses Ex 15:1–18 (celebrates God’s deliverance of the Israelites from bondage in Egypt). The song of the Lamb celebrates Jesus’ triumph on the cross over his enemies (including death and Hades, 1:18) thereby securing spiritual deliverance for his followers. It is two variations of the same song.
Great and marvelous are your works (v 3): This phrase echoes several Old Testament passages, for example Ps 139:14; 92:5; 111:2; Ex 15:11.
Lord God the Almighty (v 3): See note on 4:8.
Righteous and true are your ways (v 3): This description of God echoes Deut 32:4 and Ps 111:7.
Who will not fear you, Lord, and glorify your name (v 4): This phrase echoes (or quotes) Jer 10:7 (compare Jer 5:22).
glorify your name (v 4): This phrase echoes (or quotes)  Ps 86:9.
All nations will come and worship before you (v 4): This phrase  echoes (or quotes) Is 66:23
Text questions
	Make a list of the points that those who had conquered the beast bring up in their song.

	Then explain these points by using your own words.

Think and discuss
Those who had conquered the beast here in the last vision of scene 4 must be understood as the same group of people as those who follow the Lamb wherever he goes (14:4) in the third vision of the same scene. They both signify the church, the Christian believers. Why do you think the church features twice in the same scene?
Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study 
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on this study. You can call it The Song of the Conquerors. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 27)
 
Chart: Scene 4 – The drama of history (11:19–15:4)￼[image: image-5.png]
(Return to Explore the chart Revelation – the big picture in the Reference section)
 
Questions on the chart Scene 4 – The drama of history
	This scene consists of two parts. How?

	What do we find in the introduction?

	Who are the main characters in the introduction? And what do they represent?

	Where do you think we find the plot in scene 4?

	What do we understand about the seven visions from the information at the bottom left corner of the picture?

	How should we understand the thick double-pointed arrow in the picture?

	How should we understand the three single-pointed arrows in the picture?

	Who are the opposing forces in the cosmic conflict?

	What does the beast out of the sea represent?

	What does the beast out of the earth represent?

	What do the 144,000 followers of the Lamb represent?

	What do the three angels with their three messages represent?

	What will be the outcome of this cosmic conflict?

	What will be the outcome of God’s day of judgment?

Answers to Questions on the chart Scene 4 – The drama of history
	This scene consists of two parts:

a.The introduction
b.Seven visions of cosmic conflict
	In the introduction we find a presentation of the three main characters and the plot.

	There are three main characters in the introduction:

a.The woman, who represents the church
b.The dragon which stands for Satan
c.The son, who is Jesus
	The plot is developed in the seven visions of cosmic conflict.

	From the information at the bottom left corner of the picture we learn two things:

a.Visions 1–4 have to do with the church.
b.Visions 5–7 have to do with judgment.
	The thick double-pointed arrow illustrates conflict.

	The three single-pointed arrows illustrate result or consequence.

	The opposing forces in the cosmic conflict are Satan and the church.

	The beast out of the sea represents Satan’s evil society.

	The beast out of the earth represents the ideology of Satan’s evil society.

	The 144,000 followers of the Lamb represent the church in this world.

	The three angels with their three messages represent the message of the church in this world.

	This cosmic conflict will end with God’s day of judgment, which is symbolized by “the harvest.”

	The outcome of God’s day of judgment will be two-fold:

a.The church will be victorious.
b.Satan and his forces will be punished.
(Go to Table of contents)
 
Study 28: Seven angels with seven plagues, 15:5–16:1
Introduction
This passage is the beginning of scene 5 in the Revelation drama. The seven plague angels have been briefly introduced to John in the previous scene (15:1). Now the whole of scene 5 is theirs as they are told by a loud voice from the temple to pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.
That a new scene starts with verse 5 can be understood from the new point of view that John experiences: After this I looked and the temple in heaven, the tabernacle of the testimony, was opened. The tabernacle in the heavenly temple is opened, and something new begins.
These seven bowls run parallel to the seven seals in scene 2 (suffering for the church) and the seven trumpets in scene 3 (warning for the world). The perspective of the seven bowls is “punishment for the world.”
Scene 5 can be structured like this:
	The scene opens, 15:5–16:1

	The first bowl strikes the land, 16:2

	The second bowl strikes the sea, 16:3

	The third bowl strikes the rivers, 16:4–7

	The fourth bowl strikes the sun, 16:8–9

	The fifth bowl strikes the throne of the beast, 16:10–11

	The sixth bowl results in Armageddon, 16:12–16

	The seventh bowl: “It is done!” 16:17–21

In this study we will look at the opening of the scene.
Notes
the temple, the tabernacle of the testimony (v 5): The tabernacle was the dwelling place of God during the desert wandering of the Israelites. It was also called “the tent of meeting” (Ex 40:34-35). The tent contained the two tablets of  stone (the “testimony”) brought down from Mount Sinai by Moses (Deut 10:5). It was the place where God met with the people of Israel. It was a place consecrated by God’s holiness (Ex 29:43). The word “temple” in this context is used in a more specific religious sense (compare note on 11:19, where we saw that “temple” referred to “the sphere of spiritual reality”). The temple here is the place where God meets with man and where he reveals his terrifying holiness.
golden sashes across their chests (v 6): See note on 1:13.
one of the four living creatures (v 7): See note on 4:6–7.
seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God (v 7): This phrase echoes Lev 26:21 (where God says, If you still oppose me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions seven times); Ps 75:8 (where God the judge pours out a foaming cup for all the wicked of the earth to drink), and Is 51:22 (about the cup of the Lord’s wrath). Bowls were vessels used in the temple ministry, especially for offerings (collecting the blood of the sacrifices, Ex 19:18) and incense (a shallow bowl, a “censer”).
the smoke from the glory of God (v 8): Smoke symbolizes the power and glory of God. Compare Ex 19:18 (Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in fire); Ex 40:34 (the cloud settling on the newly dedicated tent of meeting) and Is 6:4 (the temple was filled with smoke).
Text questions
	Who gives the golden bowls to the seven plague angels?

	How are the bowls described?

	How do the angels get their order to pour out the bowls?

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.Smoke
b.Golden sashes across their chests
c.The four living creatures
d.The tabernacle of the testimony
Think and discuss
	Why is it appropriate that it is one of the living creatures that gives the golden bowls to the seven plague angels?

	Describe the “mood” of this passage.

(Go to Answers 28)
Study 29: Seven bowls of God’s wrath, 16:2–21
Introduction
Chapter 16 contains the pouring out of seven bowls of God’s wrath. These bowls are no longer God’s warnings for the world. They are God’s punishment on this present evil world. See the list of the bowls in the introduction to the previous study.
That they are seven in number shows that they are real and full punishments: Those who suffer them, really deserve them. Compare Lev 26:21: If you still oppose me and refuse to listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions seven times, as your sins deserve.
Chapter 16 in Revelation paints a very dark picture of the situation. It makes us remember the plagues on Egypt. Pharaoh’s repeated hardening of his heart brought destruction on his country and himself. We now see the same thing happening to the worshipers of the beast. They have refused to respond to the warnings of the trumpets. Now they must face the consequences of their refusal.
Notes
foul and painful boils (v 2): This expression echoes the sixth plague in Egypt (Ex 9:10–11). As Moses’ opponents were affected by the boils, so the enemies of the Lamb who worship the beast will be struck by this plague the first bowl.
it became blood (v 3) and they became blood (v 4): Here we find an echo of Ex 7:17–21 (the first plague in Egypt).
given them blood to drink. This they deserve (v 6): This phrase echoes Is 49:26, which is about the restoration of Israel. It describes how God will deal with her oppressors.
I heard the altar respond (v 7): Compare 6:9–10: John saw under the altar the souls of those who had been killed because of the word of God and the testimony they had given crying out to God. Here the “altar” is personified and its speaking for the suffering believers.
the throne of the beast (v 10): Compare Satan’s throne in 2:13.
darkness (v 10): Here we find an echo of the ninth plague of Egypt (Ex 10:21–22) where Euphrates (see the sixth bowl, v 12) is the region from where destruction comes.
the great river the Euphrates (v 12): Compare the sixth trumpet (9:14–21).
the false prophet (v 13): This is another name for the second beast, the beast out of the earth (compare 19:20).
three unclean spirits like frogs (v 13): The frog was an unclean creature in biblical times. 
Behold, I come like a thief (v 15): Jesus uses the same words in the letter to the church in Sardis (3:3).
Harmageddon (v 16): This Greek (originally Hebrew) word is only found here in the whole Bible. It means “the hill of Megiddo”. Megiddo was a town in the territory of Manasseh, where many important battles had been fought.
earthquake (v 18): This word echoes the description of God’s future judgment  on the nations in Haggai 2:6–7. The Haggai passage is quoted in Heb 12:26–28, where the point is that God’s kingdom will endure when all created things have been removed.
plague of hail (v 21): Compare the seventh plague of Egypt (Ex 9:18–26).
Text questions
Use your own words to describe what happens when the seven bowls of God’s wrath are poured out:
	The first bowl

	The second bowl

	The third bowl

	The fourth bowl

	The fifth bowl

	The sixth bowl

	The seventh bowl

Think and discuss
	The troubles that the trumpets in scene 3 brought with them were bad enough; but they were partial. The punishments that the bowls bring with them are worse. How? 

	The first bowl offers us a clue about who will not suffer its consequences. Explain!

	Who speaks in v 5 (the third bowl)? What he says is remarkable. How?

	How do you understand v 7 (the third bowl)?

	What do you notice about the fourth bowl (v 8–9)?

	How would you interpret the fifth bowl (v 10–11)?

	How can we understand the words “on the great day of God the Almighty” (v 14) as a clue to what the sixth bowl is about?

	How do you understand v 15 (Jesus’ words about “like a thief”) being inserted like this?

	The seventh bowl is summarized by “It is done!” (17). How do you understand what follows in v 19–20?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study a sermon for your church based on this study. You can call it God’s Punishment for the World. Just focus on the main points and make it a real gospel message. Avoid speculations!
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Chart: Scene 5 – Punishment for the world (15:5–16:21)￼[image: image-6.png]
Questions on the chart Scene 5 – Punishment for the world
	What is the purpose of the arrow?

	What do we find on the left side of the picture?

	What do you think the bowls represent?

	How are the first four bowls similar to the first four trumpets (see Chart Scene 3 – Warnings for the world)? (Go to the chart)

	Where in the book of Revelation do we find scene 5?

	How does the church age end?

	That do you think “It is done!” refers to?

Answers to Questions on the chart Scene 5 – Punishment for the world
	The purpose of the arrow is to give the reader a sense of time: things to the left should be understood as happening earlier than things to the right.

	On the left side of the picture we find a list with the first seven bowls.

	The bowls must represent “punishment for the world”, which is the title of this chart.

	The first four bowls are very similar to the first four trumpets: They both concern land, sea, rivers and darkness/light, and they come in the same order.

	Scene 5 is found in Rev 15:5–16:21.

	The church age ends with the sixth bowl (Armageddon).

	“It is done!” must refer to the fact that God’s punishment of the world is over. The church age has come to an end and God’s kingdom is now established.

(Go to Table of contents)
 
Study 30: The woman on the beast, 17:1–18
Introduction
With the beginning of chapter 17 a new scene (scene 6) opens up in the Revelation drama: One of the seven plague angels carries John away in the Spirit to a desert to show him the punishment of the great prostitute. The scene ends with verse 19:10.
Wilcock structures scene 6 into “seven words about Babylon”:
	The first word: The opening of the scene, 17:1–6

	The second word: The mystery of Babylon, 17:7–18

	The third word: The fall of Babylon, 18:1–3

	The fourth word: The judgment of Babylon, 18:4–20

	The fifth word: The death of Babylon, 18:21–24

	The sixth word: The doom of Babylon, 19:1–5

	The seventh word: The successor of Babylon, 19:6–10

We have come across Babylon twice earlier in Revelation:
	In 14:8, where her fall (her doom) is presented as one aspect of the gospel message.

	In 16:19, where the fury of God’s wrath is poured over her and she is totally erased.

Notes
prostitute ... adultery (v 1–2): These words are often used in the Old Testament metaphorically about spiritual unfaithfulness, compare 1 Chron 5:25; Jer 3:6, 9. In the context of Revelation they refer to the worship of the beast (the dragon ‘s representative) instead of God (13:11–12). 
who sits on many waters (v 1): This phrase echoes Jer 51:13 (where the end of historical Babylon who lives by many waters is predicted). It symbolizes great power.
drunk with the wine of her adulteries (v 2): This phrase echoes Jer 51:57 (which is about God’s judgment over historical Babylon in Mesopotamia).
seven heads and ten horns (v 3): Compare 13:1. So this scarlet beast, upon which the woman rides, appears to be the beast out of the sea.
mystery (v 5): Compare v 7 where the angel tells John that he will explain to him “the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides”. The word “mystery” should not be understood as “a puzzle.” The angel tells John that he will show him the picture of (or the truth about) Babylon.
Babylon the Great (v 5): In Old Testament times Babylon in Mesopotamia was the political, commercial, and religious center of a world empire. It was famous for its luxury and low moral standards. Babylon was destroyed after the conquest of the Persian empire (which had replaced the Babylonian empire in 539 BC) by Alexander the Great in 330 BC. In New Testament times the place was still inhabited but had lost its importance. The title “Babylon the Great” is taken from Dan 4:30 (where king Nebuchadnezzar brags about his city “the great Babylon”). In the context of Revelation, Babylon represents the whole ideological and religious system of the world in general (so she represents the same aspects of Satan’s activities as “the beast out of the earth” (who is also called “the false prophet”).
the witnesses to Jesus (v 6): See note on 1:2.
The beast …was, and is not, and is about to come up out of the abyss ... he once was, now is not, and is to come (v 8): Compare Jesus’ words in 1:18: I am the living one. I was dead, and see I am alive forever and ever! Also compare 13:3, 12 (where the beast is described as having a fatal wound that had been healed).
The seven heads are seven hills ... They are seven kings (v 9): “Head” symbolizes “leadership, authority, power and strength.” “Hill” symbolizes “solidity, permanence, strength.”. “Seven” stands for “essence, reality”. Together these expressions refer to the power of the beast. Rome was built on seven hills. Consequently many Bible scholars identify the beast with the Roman Empire. But it is better to understand the beast as Satan’s evil society (his evil world) and Rome as the historical expression of the power of the beast.
They are seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come (v 10): Compare v 8 (he once was, now is not, and is to come). Bible scholars have come up with two “solutions” to this riddle: 1. It refers to seven Roman emperors. But it is very difficult identify seven emperors that would fit historically; 2. It is an expansion of the list of nations mentioned in Daniel chapter seven (starting with Egypt and ending in our own future). But this is not very convincing. In the context of Revelation it is better to understand it as “sevenfold kingship” meaning “political power.” Then we can see the two suggested “solutions” as historical expressions of the beast’s political power. 
The beast who was, and is not, is the eighth. It belongs to the seven and is going to it destruction (v 11): This means that the beast is also a political power of the same kind as those previously mentioned. If they are individual empires, the beast is the essence or the principle of all empires. Wilcock adds that the “king” symbol is useful, because (unlike the head and the hill) seven kings can be listed in sequence to convey the variable fortunes and final doom of the beast.
The ten horns that you saw are ten kings (v 12): “Horn” is another Old Testament symbol for “strength.”
The waters you saw ... are peoples, multitudes, nations, and languages (v 15): Similar imagery is found in Is 17:12. Compare Rev 17:1 where the great prostitute is described as sitting on many waters.
Verses 16–17 look into the future. Here we find a remarkable split in the ranks of evil: Satan against Satan (compare Mark 3:23–26 where Satan stands united). The brief rule of the ten kings takes us up to the point when God’s plan is completed (carry out his purpose, v 17). This is the same thing as Christ’s ultimate victory in v 14 (compare 19:11–16).
Verse 18 takes us back to the present: The woman (earlier identified as the beast from the earth and symbolic of Satan’s, the dragon’s, ideology) still sits on the scarlet beast (earlier called the beast from the sea and symbolic of all satanic governments of this present world). And the beast is still in powerful control of the institutions of this present world order, as it “sits on many waters.” So the woman ... is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.
Text questions
	How does the angel describe Babylon the Great to John (v 1–2)?

	How does John describe her (v 3–6)?

	What was John’s reaction when he saw her?

	Compare the beast’s “career” (v 8) with Jesus’ (1:17–18).

	Explain the conflict in v 12–14.

	Explain the conflict – and its outcome – in v 16–17.

	Use the notes above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.Seven heads and ten horns
b.Mystery
c.Seven heads
d.Seven hills
e.Seven kings
f.Babylon
Think and discuss
	Read through 17:1–19:10 again. Do you find Wilcock’s division of these texts into “seven words about Babylon” useful? Why – why not? How would you structure these texts?

	What things does this “first word about Babylon” (v 1–6) reveal about her?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
(Go to Answers 30)
 
Study 31: The fall of Babylon, 18:1–24
Introduction
The sixth scene continues in chapter 18, where we find three more – closely related – “words about Babylon”:
	The third word: The fall of Babylon, 18:1–3

	The fourth word: The judgment of Babylon, 18:4–20

	The fifth word: The death of Babylon, 18:21–24

Notes
Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great! (v 2): We find the same expression in 14:8, where we explained it as a preview of the destruction of her fall (see note there). In Dan 5:26. Daniel reveals to king Belshazzar, king of historical Babylon in Mesopotamia, that God had numbered the days of his reign and brought it to an end. That happened in 539 BC, when the neo-Babylonian (or Chaldean) empire was overturned. Many Old Testament prophecies foretold this important event in the history of the Israelites (see for example Is 13–14, 21, 47; Jer 50–51; Hab 2).
the nations have drunk the wine of the wrath of her adulteries (v 3): See note on 17:1–2.
Come out of her (v 4): This is a common expression in prophetic warnings (compare Is 52:11; Jer 51:45; 2 Cor 6:17). Also compare the story about Lot’s family getting out of the sinful city of Sodom (Gen 19:12–17).
double (v 6): This word means “in full, sufficiently.”
the cup which she mixed (v 6): See 17:4.
in one hour (v 10): This indicates a short time period (see also v 17 and v 19; compare 17:12).
Verse 12–13: Most of the 28 products mentioned in these verses are also found in Ezek 27, which is a lament over Tyre, another sinful city. Rev 18:9–20 follows the same poetic pattern of a lament.
slaves and human lives (v 13): This expression refers to the slave trade.
shipmaster (v 17): The Greek word probably refers to the pilot of the ship rather that to the owner. 
threw dust on their heads (v 19): This gesture signified sorrow and distress.
a large millstone and threw it into the sea (v 21): This phrase echoes Jer 51:63–64, where Jeremiah instructs a staff officer to tie the scroll containing God’s judgment over Babylon to a stone and throw it into the Euphrates river with the words, “So will Babylon sink to rise no more.”
will be found no more (v 21): This expression echoes Jer 25:12, where God promises to make the land of the Babylonians desolate forever.
the sound of a mill … the light of a lamp … the voice of the bridegroom and the bride (v 22–23): These phrases echo Jer 25:10, where the end of human life is described with the same expressions.
blood of prophets (v 24): Compare 6:10; 17:6; 19:2; Matt 23:29–39, where Jesus accuses the Jewish leaders of shedding righteous blood and Jerusalem of killing the prophets. Wilcock observes that Jerusalem is now added to Babylon, Rome, Tyre, and Sodom in the description of the prostitute. This indicates, once again, that she herself is a spiritual reality greater than any of them.
Text questions
	How does the angel describe “fallen Babylon” (v 2–3)?

	Why does the other angel exhort God’s people to come out of Babylon (v 4–8). 

	Who will mourn the fall of Babylon? And why will they mourn her (v 9–20)?

	Who will rejoice over the fall of Babylon? And why will they rejoice (v 9–20)?

	Why does the mighty angel throw a large millstone into the sea (v 21)?

	Describe in your own words the death of Babylon (v 21–24).

	What caused her fall/her death (v 21–24)?

Think and discuss
Do you agree with Wilcock’s conclusion that the prostitute herself is a spiritual reality greater than any of the sinful cities of the past? Why – why not?
Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
(Go to Answers 31)
 
Study 32: The doom of Babylon, 19:1–5
Introduction
Chapter 18 ends in silence and darkness and silence as all human activity  fades away with the death of Babylon the Great (18:22–23): 
	The sound of harpists and musicians, pipers and trumpeters,
		will be heard in you no more.
	Craftsmen of any trade
		will be found in you no more.
	The sound of a mill
		will be heard in you no more. 
	The light of a lamp
		will shine in you no more.
Now as chapter 19 begins with the sixth “word” about Babylon. John is brought back to the eternal perspective of the second scene, as he hears a great shout from heaven proclaiming God’s condemnation of the great prostitute with a loud Hallelujah!
Notes
a great multitude (v 1): Compare 7:9 where we identified the great multitude standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb, a multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, as “the people of God, the church, the believers, those who have accepted Jesus as their personal savior.” But here it could perhaps refer to a multitude of angels.
Hallelujah (v 1): This Hebrew expression means “Praise the Lord.” It is taken from the book of Psalms (for example the psalms at the end of the book, Ps 146–150, that begin with “Praise the Lord” in our Bibles or “Hallelujah” in the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament). In the New Testament the expression “Hallelujah” is only found in Rev 19 (v 1, 3, 4, 6).
the great prostitute (v 2): See notes on 17:5 and 14:8.
avenged on her the blood of his servants (v 2): The prayer of the martyrs in 6:9–11 has been answered. See also16:6 and 18:20.
the twenty-four elders (v 4): See note on 4:4. The elders are also mentioned in 4:10; 5:5, 6, 8, 11, 14;  7:11, 13; 11:16; 14:3.
the four living creatures (v 4): See note on 4:6–7. They are also mentioned in  5:6, 8, 11, 14; 6:1, 6; 7:11; 14:3; 15:7.
Text questions
	How is God described in these verses?

	Why has God condemned the great prostitute?

	Who are praising the Lord for the condemnation of her?

	How is Babylon described?

	Who are asked by the voice from the throne to praise God?

Think and discuss
	In the introduction to this study it is stated that John is now “brought back to the eternal perspective of the second scene”. Explain how.

	The statement that God has avenged on her the blood of his servants (v 2) points back to the fifth seal (Study 13). Explain how.

	Study all the references to the “twenty-four elders” (see note on v 4 above). What conclusion about their identity do you arrive at?

	Study all the references to the “four living creatures” (see note on v 4 above). What conclusion about their identity do you arrive at?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
(Go to Answers 32)
 
Study 33: The bride, the successor of Babylon, 19:6–10
Introduction
One agin John hears something that seemed to be like a great multitude, as the last “word” about Babylon (v 6–8) is introduced. 
The godless world ended with the smoke of Babylon going up for ever and ever (v 3) in the previous passage. Consequently, John (and the reader of Revelation with him) is again taken beyond the end of history.
This passage – and the whole of the sixth scene – ends with the confirmation of the angel who opened up the scene to John (in19:1) telling him, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’” And he added, “These are the true words of God” (v 9).
Notes
the wedding of the Lamb (v 7): Wedding (or marriage) is an Old Testament metaphor of describing God’s intimate relationship with his people (see for example Hos 2:19). Jesus uses it in his parable of the Wedding Banquet in Matt 22, and Paul touches on it in Eph 5:32.
Blessed (v 9): This is the fourth time a group of people are called “blessed” in Revelation (see 1:3; 14:3; 16:15). There will be three more (20:6; 22:7; 22:14) – totally seven.
wedding supper (v 9): Jesus mentions the heavenly banquet in his parable of the Great Banquet (Luk 22:15–24) and at his Last Supper with his disciples ( Luk 22:16). See also Matt 8:11.
These are true words of God (v 9): Note that the whole sixth scene has consisted of seven “words”: 
a.17:1 (one of the seven angels … came and said to me); 
b.17:7 (The angel said to me); 
c.18:1–2 (another angel … called out); 
d.18:4 (I heard another voice from heaven saying); 
e.18:21 (a mighty angel … saying); 
f.19:1 (a great multitude in heaven shouting); 
g.19:6 (a great multitude … crying out).
Verse 10 should be grouped with v 9 (as in Kannada JV), not with the following passage (as in Kannada NIBV). Verse 11 opens up a new scene: I saw heaven opened …
fell down at his feet (v 10): Compare 1:17. To do so was a sign of great respect and fear.
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy (v 10): This expression can be understood in two ways: 1. The person who has the spirit of prophecy will witness about Jesus, 2. The person who has the witness of Jesus will prophesy. The context favors the second alternative. 
Text questions
	How is the shouting of “Hallelujah!” described in this passage?

	What reasons do they (the people of the great multitude) give for their praise?

	How is the Lamb’s bride described?

	Who are called “blessed” by the angel?

	Why was it wrong for John to fall down in worship?

Think and discuss
	In the introduction to this study it was claimed that with this the seventh word of the sixth scene we are “again taken beyond the end of history.” So what aspect of eternity do we find in v 6–8?

	“These are true words of God” (v 9): What do you think this expression refers to?  The notes above will give you a clue.

	In study 30 we concluded (with Wilcock) that the scarlet beast which the great prostitute Babylon rode on should be understood as the institution of godless society. So it corresponds to the beast out of the sea, the first beast (13:1–12). Babylon herself symbolized the message or ideology of this godless society. Consequently, she could be understood as a transformation of the second beast, the beast out of the earth (13:11–18). What about the bride? Do you understand her primarily as “society,” or primarily as “ideology,” or as both “society and ideology” combined? Why?

	In this passage we get a first introduction to the bride (she will later be given the whole final scene, the eighth scene). We also feel invited to compare her to her predecessor, Babylon. So what conclusions do you draw from this comparison?

	The two aspects of the description of the bride seem contradictory (see your answer to question 3 above). What conclusions do you draw when you compare that description with Paul’s exhortation to the believers in Philippi (Phil 2:12–13) and his understanding of the relationship between Christ and the church as expressed in Eph 5:25–27?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on  19:1–10 (this study and the previous one). You can call it Hallelujah!. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 33)
 
Study 34: The rider on the white horse, 19:11–16
Introduction
With 19:11 a new scene – the seventh of the drama of Revelation – begins. John sees heaven standing open (Then I saw …), and before him a rider on a white horse followed by the armies of heaven. This scene consists of “seven visions of ultimate reality” (Wilcock). Each vision starts with “And” or “Then” followed by the expression “I saw”. The scene ends at 21:8. 
The seven visions are:
	The rider on the white horse, 19:11–16

	His victory is certain, 19:17–18

	His enemies are doomed, 19:19–21

	Satan bound for a thousand years, 20:1–3

	They reigned with him for a thousand years, 20:4–10

	The last judgment, 20:11–15

	A new heaven and a new earth, 21:1–8

This passage consists of the first of these seven visions. There is nothing in the scene that makes it absolutely necessary for us to interpret it as a description of an event in the future – what Christ is going to do. Instead it seems to paint a stern and solemn picture of who Christ truly is. 
Notes
heaven opened (v 11): Compare 4:1 (the opening of scene 2: a door opened in heaven); 11:19 (the opening of scene 4: Then God’s temple in heaven was opened); and 15:5 (the opening of scene 5: the temple of heaven … was opened). In these verses we also find beginnings of new scenes in the drama of Revelation. The expression echoes Ezek 1:1, where Ezekiel introduces his visions (the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God).
Faithful and True (v 11): Compare 1:5 (Jesus Christ is the faithful witness); 3:7 (the words of him who is holy and true); and 3:14 (the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the head of God’s creation). 
flames of fire (v 12): See notes on 1:14–15 and 2:18.
many crowns (v 12): Here we have the Greek word for “royal crowns.” “Many” symbolizes great power and authority to rule.
a name … that no one knows (v 12): In ancient times, to know a person’s name implied that you had some kind of power over him. So this expression probably signifies that the rider on the white horse has supreme control and power.
The Word of God (v 13): Echoes John 1:1, 14, where it says that the Word was God and that it became flesh in Jesus.
the armies of heaven were following him (v 14): Echoes Deut 33:2 (where the Lord comes from Sinai with myriads of holy ones); and Ps 68:17 (where the Lord comes from Sinai into his sanctuary with tens of thousands of chariots). See also Rev 14:4 (where the redeemed from earth follow the Lamb wherever he goes); and 17:14 (where the triumphant Lamb, the Lord of lords and King of kings, is accompanied by his called, chosen, and faithful followers).
dressed in pure linen, white and clean (v 14) Compare 19:8: Pure linen, bright and clean (standing for the righteous acts of the saints), was given the Lamb’s bride to wear.
Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword (v 15): This phrase echoes Is 49:2 (where God makes his servant’s mouth like a sharpened sword); and Is 11:1–4 (where the branch from Jesse, referring to the Messiah, will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth). See also 1:16 (with note); 2:12, 16 (with note). In the Old Testament the sword symbolized punishment and judgment.
“He will rule them with a rod of iron” (v 15): This is a quotation from Ps 2:9 with reference to the Lord’s Anointed One (the Messiah). See 2:27 (with note); and 12:4–5 (with note).
He treads the winepress of fury of the wrath of God the Almighty (v 15): The treading of a winepress is an Old Testament metaphor for the implementation of God’s wrath or God’s judgment: Lam 1:15 (about God’s punishment of Judah); Joel 3:13 (about God’s judgment); and Is 63:1–6 (where God says that he has trodden the winepress and trampled the nations in his anger; their blood splattered on his garments and stained his all clothing). See also 14:19–20 with note.
King of kings, and Lord of lords (v 16): The same expression is used about the Lamb in 17:14.
Text questions
	How do we know that a new scene starts with 19:11?

	Find the seven visions of this scene (19:11–21:8). Where does each vision start, and where does it end?

	Make a list of how the rider on the white horse is described.

Think and discuss
	The white horse (v 11) cannot be the same as the white horse in 6:2. Why not?

	Make a list of the clues that show that the rider on the white horse is Jesus.

	The rider on the white horse (Jesus) is also described as God. Explain how.

	Who are the “armies of heaven” following the rider on the white horse?

	How do you solve the apparent contradiction about the “name” in this passage: First we learn that the rider has “a name that no one knows but he himself” (v 12). Then we learn that his name is “the Word of God” (v 13). Then we find that he has a different name written on himself, “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” (v 16)?

	In the introduction to this study it is stated that there “is nothing in the scene that compels us to interpret it as a description of an event in the future – what Christ is going to do. Instead it seems to paint a stern and solemn picture of who Christ truly is.” Do you agree? Why – why not?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on  19:11–16. You can call it Jesus – the rider on the white horse. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 34)
 
Study 35: His victory is certain; his enemies are doomed, 19:17–21
Introduction
The previous study introduced us to the rider on the white horse, the captain of God’s army (the first vision of the seventh scene in the drama of Revelation). In this passage we find the second and third visions of the same scene:
Scene 2: His victory is certain, v 17–18
Scene 3: His enemies are doomed, v 19–21
One conclusion that we drew in the previous study was that the first vision lacked action: Its main purpose is to identify and describe the rider on the white horse. So the focus is not on the time element: Jesus Christ has been King and Judge and the captain of the armies of heaven ever since his death and resurrection in Palestine two thousand years ago. He still is, and will continue to be until the “last battle.”
The second vision – as it points forward to the end of time when Jesus Christ returns in glory – declares the truth that his enemies will surely be destroyed.
The third vision summarizes that future event in three dramatic verses. The same topic was covered earlier in Revelation in the contexts of the drama of history (the fourth scene, 14: 8–11, 17–20), the seventh bowl (the fifth scene, 16:17–20), and Babylon the great prostitute (the sixth scene, 17:15–17 and chapter 18).
Notes
the great supper of God (v 17): This gruesome “supper” takes place in v 21. These verses echo the prophecy in Ezek 39:17–20 (where God invites all the birds and the wild animals to a feast on the flesh and blood of the princes of the earth, of horses and riders, of mighty men and soldiers still lying unburied in the land of Israel). Compare also the contrasting invitation to the wedding supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:9). 
Verse 19: Compare 16:16 (the gathering at Harmageddon).
the beast … the false prophet (v 20): See 13:1, 11 (with the introduction to study 22) and note on 16:13.
into to fiery lake that burns with sulfur (v 20): Compare 14:10; 20:10; and 21:8. In the Old Testament sulfur is generally connected with judgment: God rained sulfur and fire on the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 19;24). David writes that the Lord will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur on the wicked (Ps 11:6). In the prophecy about Gog in the book of Ezekiel, God promises to judge Gog with pestilence and bloodshed, and with deluge of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his troops and on the many nations that are with him (Ezek 38:22).
the sword that came out of his mouth (v 21): See note on v 15 in the previous study.
Text questions
	The angel standing in the sun has a terrible invitation. What is it?

	Describe the war between the rider on the white horse and the kings of the earth.

	What happens to the beast and the false prophet?

	What happens to the kings of the earth and their armies?

Think and discuss
	What is the chronological relationship between the first two visions of this seventh scene? 

	How do you understand the result of the last battle from the second vision?

	Compare v 20 with 13:11–18. What is your conclusion about the identities of “the beast” and “the false prophet” in this passage? Note: In scene 6 they appear as the scarlet beast and the great prostitute. Also compare Eph 6:12.

	Compare v 20 (the destruction of the beast and the false prophet) with the events of 14:8–11, 17–20; 16:17–20; 17:14, 15–17 and chapter 18. Also con-sider Jesus’ words in Matt 13:40–42. Do all these texts describe the same event? Why – why not?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on  19:17–21. You can call it Jesus’ victory is certain! Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 35)
Study 36: Satan bound for a thousand years, 20:1–3
Introduction
This fourth vision of the seventh scene of the drama of Revelation consists only of three verses in our Bibles. But these verses cause a lot of controversy among Bible-believing interpreters today. The key question is: How should the binding of Satan for a thousand years be understood? The different interpretations can be found under The Millennium in the reference section of this book.
Our own understanding is that the thousand years is another way (a metaphorical or symbolic way) of describing the church age, the period in history between Jesus’ first and second coming.
Since Jesus inaugurated the Kingdom of God through his ministry in Palestine almost two thousand years ago, Satan’s activities have been restricted. He can no longer deceive people like he used to do. Jesus’ work (his teaching; his ministry of healing the sick and casting out demons; his suffering, death, resurrection and glorification) binds Satan until the very end of history. Only then will he be set free for a short time.
Notes
the key (v 1): Compare 1:18 (with note); 3:7 (with note); and 9:1 (with note). The last reference is to a star that had fallen from the sky (with reference to the fall of Satan) and was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. “Key” metaphorically stands for “authority over.”
the abyss (v 1): In Revelation the abyss is also mentioned in 9:1–2, 11; 11:7; 17:8; and 20:3. In the New Testament and in later Judaism this Greek word refers to the world of the dead (or Hades, Rom 10:7) or the netherworld, the home of disobedient spirits (Luk 8:31), including the interior depths of the earth and the prison of the evil spirits. In the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament, the word often refers to the primeval deep (“the waters of the deep” or “the depths of the earth”).
the dragon (v 2): See 12:15 (with note)
a thousand years (v 3): The Latin translation of the Bible is the origin of the term “millennium,” which comes from mille (“thousand” in Latin).
free for a short time (v 3): See 20:7–10.
Text questions
	How is “the dragon” described in this text?

	What happened to the dragon? And why?

	What will happen after the thousand years?

Think and discuss
	Which expressions in these three verses seem to require metaphorical or symbolic interpretation? Explain.

	In verse 1 we see Satan seized and bound. Compare that fact with Jesus’ words about Satan in Luk 11:17–21 (also told in Mark 3:23–27 and Matt 12:25–29). In these three gospel passages Jesus speaks in “parable” about Satan as a fully armed strong man, who is guarding his house and possessions until someone stronger (Jesus himself) attacks him, overpowers him, removes his weapons, and takes spoils from him. 

Is it possible to understand Jesus’ teaching as a “binding of Satan” – a binding that took place with Jesus’ first coming as he brought with him the Kingdom of God through his life and ministry? Why – why not? 
	In the introduction to this study it is said that Satan – since the time of Jesus’ ministry in Palestine – no longer can “deceive people like he used to do.” Do you agree with that view? Why – why not?

	Compare 20:3 with Paul’s teaching in 2 Thess 2:1–12. What are your conclusions?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what. 
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on  20:1–3. You can call it Satan bound for a thousand years. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations! If you don’t agree with the conclusions drawn in this study, you should not try to prepare anything at all!
(Go to Answers 36)
 
Study 37: They reigned with Christ for a thousand years, 20:4–10
Introduction
In the previous study we concluded that the “thousand years” is another way (a metaphorical or symbolic way) of describing the church age, the period in history between Jesus’ first and second coming. 
In this passage, which contains the fifth vision of the seventh scene of the Revelation drama, the “thousand years” are mentioned again, no less than four times in four verses (v 4–7). 
We find that the souls of those who had been beheaded, seated on thrones with authority to judge, will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. The question we ask ourselves is: Who are they? And the answer must be: They are the martyrs of 6:9–11. They are the ones who have not been marked by the beast but are the sealed servants of the living God of 7:2–4. They are those who have come out of the great tribulation and washed their robes white in the blood of the Lamb of 7:9–14. They are the two witnesses of 11:3–12. They are those who keep God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus in 12:17. They are the followers of the Lamb of 14:1–5. They are those called by the Lamb, his chosen and faithful followers of 17:14. They are participants of the armies of heaven who follow the rider on the white horse of 19:14. This list is probably not complete, but the fact remains: They are the church that reigns with Christ throughout the church age. They reign with Christ from the time of the early church that we read about on the pages of the New Testament until Christ returns in glory. They are those who throughout church history are faithful to the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
The passage ends with yet another account of “the last battle.” This time the account includes the destruction of Satan (the devil, the dragon, the ancient serpent). He is thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, never more to be mentioned in the Bible.
Notes
thrones (v 4): The word “throne” occurs more than 40 times in Revelation. In the Bible the word symbolizes an exalted position, a position of authority and majesty. In Rev 4:4 we found twenty-four thrones surrounding God’s throne. On these thrones were seated twenty-four elders dressed in white and with golden victory crowns on their heads. In study 11 we identified them as representatives of all believers, the whole church of God of the Old Testament as well as of the New Testament (see note on 4:11). 
given authority to judge (v 4): Compare Paul in 1 Cor 2:2–3: The saints are appointed to judge the things of this life, because one day they will judge both angels and the world.
And I saw the souls ... (v 4): The second “I saw” is not found in the Greek text, so  our translations (including the Kannada JV and NIBV translations) are misleading. A better translation of the beginning of verse 4 would be: “And I saw thrones (and they sat on them, and judgment was given them) and the souls of the beheaded…” So the best way of understanding what John saw would be that the “souls of  the beheaded” were the ones who sat on the thrones and and who were given authority to judge.
the souls of those who had been beheaded (v 4): See 6:9–11.
for their testimony for Jesus and for the word of God (v 4): See note on 1:2.
its mark (v 4): In study 22 we saw that the mark of the beast (see 13:16 with note) symbolized that a person belonged to the beast, or that the beast had authority over a person. In 14:9–11 we met an angel who proclaimed the warning that anyone with the mark of the beast would share in God’s judgment over the beast. They would be tormented with burning sulfur, and the smoke of their torment would rise for ever and ever. See also 16:2 and 19:20 (with note).
They came to life (v 4): A misleading translation. The Greek verb form should be  translated “they lived” (as in the English ASV and NKJV translations).
reigned with Christ/will reign with him (v 4, 6): Compare 1:6, where John says that Christ has made us a kingdom and priests. So already now in this present church age God’s people reign as kings and priests with Christ. For “priests” see  comment on verse 6 below.
a thousand years (v 4, 5, 6, 7): See the previous study (and the introduction to this study), where we concluded that this expression refers to the church age, the period between Jesus’ first and second coming.
the first resurrection (v 5, 6): This expression refers to the passing from death to life through the new birth when a person accepts Jesus as his personal savior (see John 5:24; Eph 2:5; 1 John 5:11–12). So we who believe in Jesus have all experienced the first resurrection. (Other interpreters understand “the first resurrection” as only referring to the passing of believers from this life to the next life at the moment of death. Consequently, they they also understand the enthroned souls of those who had been beheaded as only those believers who have already died.)
the second death (v 6): See verse 14, where we find that the lake of fire is the second death.
they will be priests of God and of Christ (v 6): Compare Paul’s description of his ministry to the Gentiles as a priestly service of ministering the gospel, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit (Rom 15:16). Paul brings up another “priestly” duty of the church in the present age in his first letter to the Corinthians – the ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:18–19).
Satan will be released from his prison (v 7): Compare 20:3. 
the four corners of the earth (v 8): This is a metaphor for “the whole earth” (compare 7:1 with note).
Gog and Magog (v 8): Echoes Ezek 38–39, where we find a prophecy about Gog, a commander from the land of Magog in the far north. Gog will attack the Israelites after their return from exile in Babylon. He will invade the land of Israel with a mighty army from many nations. God’s anger will be aroused, and he will execute judgment on Gog, his troops and the many nations with him. There will be pestilence and bloodshed; rain, hail and burning sulfur. Gog and many with him will be buried in the land over a period of seven years. Those that have not yet been buried will become a feast for birds and wild animals. Then the house of Israel will know that the Lord is their God. God will no longer hide his face from them, for he will pour out his Spirit on the house of Israel. This account in the book of Ezekiel is followed by a detailed description of the New Jerusalem Temple, the return of the presence of God, the restoration of the worship of God, the life-giving river, the redistribution of the land, and city whose name will be “The Lord is there” (chapters 40–48). The best way to understand Ezekiel chapters 38–48 is eschatological: “the last battle” with the arrival of “the Day of the Lord,” followed by eternity (God’s people in a new heaven and a new earth). The parallel to the Revelation account is striking.
the camp of the saints and the beloved city (v 9): These expressions refer to God’s people, the church. The “camp” is the church as aliens and strangers on earth (Heb 11:13; compare 1 Pet 1:17; 2:11). The “city” points to Jerusalem, the bride of the Lamb.
Verse 10: See note on 19.:20
forever and ever (v 10): Compare 14:11 and 19:3.
Text questions
	This passage can be divided into two sections. How?

	Retell the content of the first section using your own words.

	Retell the content of the second section using your own words.

	What do we learn about those who take part in the first resurrection?

	How does Satan’s “career” end?

Think and discuss
	Which expressions in these nine verses seem to require metaphorical or symbolic interpretation? Explain.

	Explain in your own words why “a thousand years” in this passage – and in the context of the whole book of Revelation – is best understood as a symbolic expression for the church age, the period between Jesus’ first and second coming?

	In the introduction to this study it is said that the phrase “the souls of those who had been beheaded” refers to “the church that reigns with Christ throughout the church age.” Do you agree with that statement? Why – why not? But before you answer the question, you must go through the eight references to earlier passages/verses in Revelation mentioned there. 

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
	Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on 20:4–6. You can call it Reigning with Christ for a Thousand Years. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations! If you don’t agree with the conclusions drawn in this study, you should not try to prepare anything at all!

	Prepare another Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on 20:7–10. You can call it Satan’s Doom. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations! If you don’t agree with the conclusions drawn in this study, you should not try to prepare anything at all!

(Go to Answers 37)
 
Study 38: The last judgment, 20:11–15
Introduction
This passage contains the sixth vision of the seventh scene of the drama of Revelation. In the previous five visions we have seen:
Vision 1: A picture of the victorious Christ (study 34)
Vision 2: The certainty of his victory (study 35)
Vision 3: The certain doom of his enemies (study 35)
Vision 4: The binding of Satan (study 36)
Vision 5: The church reigning with Christ in the middle of the battle between God/Christ and Satan/his demonic forces — and the defeat of Satan (study 37)
As we have noticed with some of the earlier scenes, the sixth section of a scene often involves some kind of ending. The sixth seal (scene two, which we have called “suffering for the church”) contained a great earthquake for the great day of the wrath of God and the Lamb had come. The sixth trumpet (scene three, which we have called “warnings for the world”) was about massive destruction. The sixth vision (scene four, which we have called “the drama of history”) was a preview of the seven angels with the seven last plagues with which God’s wrath is completed. The sixth bowl (scene five, which we have called “punishment for the world”) the gathering of the kings at Harmageddon. Here in the sixth vision of the seventh scene we find the end of earth and sky, judgment, and the second death.
Notes
throne (v 11): See note on 20:4.
the dead (v 12): There are three ways in which we can understand who “the dead” are in this passage. The first way: “The dead” are the spiritually dead, those who (according to our previous study) will rise again at the end of the thousand years, the church age (compare John 5:24 Anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life … has passed from death to life). The second way: “The dead” are all those who have died, both believers and non-believers. They appear now before the throne to be judged (compare Rom 14:10 For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat; and 2 Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ). Third, “the dead” is just used in a general way to state the fact that “after death comes judgment.”
books were opened (v 12): A metaphorical way of expressing that every person’s life and actions are known by God. 
the book of life (v 12): See note on 3:5.
judged according to their works/what they had done (v 12, 13): This statement seems to go against the New Testament doctrine of “salvation by grace only” (see for example Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God; and 2 Tim 1:9 who has saved us … not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace). But a closer look at this passage will clear up matters for us. First, it is very clear that those who are saved are the ones who have their names written in the book of life. This means that they are the “sealed followers of the Lamb” (Rev 14:4). They are those who have received Jesus as their personal savior. They are saved by grace only. Second, it is also very clear that all the dead are judged by what they have done. So what have the “sealed followers of the Lamb” done? They have accepted the work of redemption that Jesus did for them as he died on the cross. They are saved not by their own efforts and good works, but by what Jesus has done for them. Con-sequently, all (believers as well as non-believers) will ultimately be judged according to what they have done with Jesus.
death and Hades (v 13): See note on 1:18.
Verse 14: Compare Paul’s words in 1 Cor 15:26: The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
the second death (v 14): Compare Matt 10:28 ( where Jesus says, “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell”).
Text questions
	What do we find out about “earth and sky”?

	What do we find out about “the dead”?

	What do we find out about “death and Hades”?

Think and discuss
	In the introduction to this study it is said that “this sixth vision also leads to some kind of dramatic end.” Do you agree with that statement? Why – why not?

	Study the comment above under verse 12 “the dead.” There you will find three interpretations of “the dead.” Who do you think “the dead” refer to in this passage? Why?

	Study the note on “judged according to their works/what they have done” (v 12, 13) in the light of this passage. Then compare it with the New Testament doctrine on salvation. What conclusion do you arrive at?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on 20:11–15. You can call it The Last Judgment. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations! If you don’t agree with the conclusions drawn in this study, you should not try to prepare anything at all!
(Go to Answers 38)
 
Study 39: A new heaven and a new earth, 21:1–8
Introduction
This passage contains the final vision of the seventh scene of the drama of Revelation. Everything is new. John sees a new heaven and a new earth. This is a preview of the seven revelations later described in the eighth scene, like this:
	The holy city, v 2 (the first revelation of the eighth scene, 21:10–21)

	The dwelling of God, v 3 (the second revelation of the eighth scene, 21:22–27)

	The renewed world, v 4–5a (the third revelation of the eighth scene, 22:1–5)

	God’s words are trustworthy and true, v 5b (the fourth revelation of the eighth scene, 22:6–10)

	God’s work is done, v 6a (the fifth revelation of the eighth scene, 22:11–15)

	God’s final blessing, v 6b–7 (the sixth revelation of the eighth scene, 22:16–17)

	God’s final curse, v 8 (the seventh revelation of the eighth scene, 22:18–19)

Notes
a new heaven and a new earth (v 1): This is in fulfillment of God’s promise in Is 65:17–18 (where also a re-created Jerusalem is mentioned) and 66:22. See also 2 Pet 3:13 (But according to his promise we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells).
the sea was no more (v 1): In the Old Testament the sea represented the anti-God forces in this world.
the holy city (v 2): See 21:10. The holy city is again mentioned in 22:19. See also note on 11:2.
the new Jerusalem (v 2): The new Jerusalem was previously mentioned as a promise to the overcomers from the church in Philadelphia (3:12). It is described in the next scene (see 21:10). Paul calls it “the Jerusalem that is above” in Gal 4:26.
prepared as a bride (v 2): The Lamb’s bride is first introduced in 19:7 (see note there). She is described in the next scene (see 21:9). Compare 22:17, where the Spirit and the bride welcome Jesus with, “Come!”
God’s dwelling (v 3): Compare God’s promise to his people in Lev 26:11–12 (I will place my dwelling among you, and I will not abhor you. And I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people); and the messianic prophecy in Ezek 37:27 (My dwelling place will be with them. And I will be their God, and they will be my people), quoted by Paul in 2 Cor 6:16. Compare Paul’s words to the Ephesians about the church as holy temple in the Lord and a dwelling place for God in his Spirit (Eph 2:21–22). 
their God (v 3): This expression echoes several passages from the Old Testament  prophets (for example Jer 31:33, quoted in Heb 8:10; Jer 32:38; Ezek 34:24; 37:23, 27; and Zech 8:8;). 
wipe away every tear from their eyes (v 4): See note on 7:17.
Death will be no more (v 4). Compare 1 Cor 15:26 (The last enemy to be destroyed is death).
the Alpha and the Omega (v 6): See 1:8 and 17 (with notes).
the thirsty … drink without cost (v 6): This phrase echoes Is 55:1 (Come, all you who thirst. Come to the waters, and you who have no money, come). 
water of life (v 6): Echoes Ps 36:9 (For with you is the fountain of life). Compare  Jesus’ promise to the Samaritan woman in John 4:10, 14.
He who overcomes (v 7): Compare Jesus’ promises to the overcomers of the seven churches 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21.
lake that burns with fire and sulfur … the second death (v 8): See note on 19:20
Text questions
What is the topic of these verses? Do not just repeat the words from the Bible, but use your own words as much as possible:
	21:2

	21:3

	21:4–5a

	21:5b

	21:6a

	21:6b–7

	21:8

Think and discuss
Do you agree with the statement in the introduction to this study that Rev 21:1–8 can be understood as a preview of the seven revelations later described in eight scene? Why – why not?
Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on 21:1–8. You can call it A New Heaven and a New Earth. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations! 
(Go to Answers 39)
 
Chart: Scene 7 – The drama behind history (19:11–21:8)￼[image: image-7.png]
(Return to Explore the chart Revelation – the big picture in the Reference section)
 
Questions on the chart Scene 7 – The drama behind history
	How does the church age end?

	What are the themes of the first five visions, which all take place during the church age?

	What comes after the church age?

	Where can we read the whole “drama behind history”? 

Answers to Questions on the chart Scene 7 – The drama behind history
	The church age ends with the last judgment. This is found in the sixth vision.

	The themes of the first five visions. They all take place during the church age:

a.The rider on the white horse (which is Jesus). He judges and makes war against Satan and his forces throughout the church age.
b.Throughout the church age there will be no doubt about Jesus’ victory: It is certain.
c.This means that Jesus’ enemies are doomed. At the end of the church age they will be destroyed for ever.
d.During the church age (“the thousand years” or “the millennium”) Satan’s power is limited (“he is bound”). Jesus crushed the serpent’s head as he won a conclusive victory over Satan on the cross. Satan is now tied up like a ferocious dog, which will bite you and kill you if you get too close to it. But Satan’s power over “those whose names have been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb” is limited. So he is “bound.”
e.Those who belong to Jesus (“those who have been raised with him”), already reign with him in heaven in a spiritual sense until the end of this present age (the church age, “the thousand years” or “the millennium”), when his (and our) reign will be gloriously fulfilled. Paul expresses this truth in Eph 2:6–7: And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
	After the church age there will be a new heaven and a new earth.

	We can read the whole “drama behind history” in Rev 19:11–21:8.

(Go to Table of contents)
 
Study 40: God’s holy city, 21:9–21
Introduction
In the first verses (v 9–10a) of this passage the eighth and final scene of the drama of Revelation is introduced: one of the seven “bowl angels” takes John to a high mountain to show him the bride of the Lamb. What John then sees is not a woman/a bride, but God’s holy city coming down from heaven.
Why is there an eighth scene? Isn’t “seven” the biblical number that we would expect to cover the whole “Revelation drama”? Isn’t “seven” the number of “fullness, completeness”? Of course, in this book we have preferred to see “seven” as signifying “the reality, the truth about something; how it really is”. But even then, wouldn’t seven scenes be enough to to make us understand “the reality” about the church in this world, and the struggle between God/the Lamb and Satan/his forces? So, why eight scenes? Wilcock shows us that the answer to that question can be found in the bigger picture of the Bible:
	In the Old Testament, God finished creating the world on the sixth day. Then he rested on the seventh day, the Sabbath day (Gen 2:1–3). Jesus died on the cross on a Friday (the sixth day of the Jewish week) uttering the words “It is finished” (John 19:30). As he died, Jesus completed his work of redemption. The next day was Saturday, the Sabbath (John 19:31), when Jesus “rested” in the grave. Thereby the Jewish week was over – and with it the law and the whole Old Testament system which was based on the law. Jesus rose from the dead on Sunday, which was the first day of the Jewish week. But from our Christian perspective it was actually the eighth day. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead declared with power that he is the Son of God (Rom 1:4). But this eighth day was in fact the first day of a whole new age. So the eight which follows the seven symbolizes a glorious new beginning. This is what we find in the eighth scene.

	But the eighth scene of Revelation is also the fiftieth section of the Revelation drama, as each of the seven previous scenes consisted of seven sections. This fact ties up with God’s command to Moses in Leviticus that the fiftieth year must be a year of jubilee, a year when the land and its inhabitants were restored (Lev 25:8–13). So the fifty which follows the forty-nine stands for the restoration of God’s creation – a new heaven and a new earth. This is what we find in the eighth scene of the Revelation drama.

This last scene of the Revelation drama consists of seven revelations. The first revelation is God’s holy city. The  way in which it is described (v 10–21) echoes several Old Testament passages, for example Ezek 40–41 (the new Jerusalem); Is 60 (the glory of Zion); Ezek 28:13 (lost riches of Tyre); Is 54:11–12 (the future glory of Zion); Ex 28:15–21 (the stones in the high priest’s breastpiece engraved with the names of the twelve tribes.). The purpose of this description is to show how God has prepared a perfect bride for the wedding feast of the Lamb (see v 21:2). So the perfect city is a symbol for the perfect bride, the perfect church in the age to come.
Notes
the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues (v 9): See note on 15:7.
“Come, I will will show you…” (v 9): The angel opens up a new scene to John. 
the bride (v 9): The Lamb’s bride is earlier mentioned in 19:7 and 21:2 (see notes there), compare 22:17.
Verse 10 echoes Ezek 40:2, where God in a vision took Ezekiel to a high mountain and showed him something that looked like a city (the new Jerusalem).
like jasper (v 11): Compare 4:3 (the one who sat on the throne had the appearance of jasper).
the names of the twelve Israelite tribes … the twelve names of the apostles of the Lamb (v 12, 14): The combined number is twenty-four, compare the “twenty-four elders” (4:4, 10; 5:8; 11:16; 19:4), whom we have earlier identified as representing all believers, the whole church of God of the Old Testament as well as of the New Testament (see note on 4:4) .
measure the city (v 15): Echoes Ezek 40–41 where the new temple is measured. In Rev chapter 11 (see note on 11:1) the temple was measured, symbolizing God’s protection of the church (to “measure” is to “know”; to “know” is to “protect”). In this passage “measuring” is, in addition, used to show the size and perfect symmetry (a perfect cube, v 16) of God’s holy city. The most holy place of the tabernacle was also a perfect cube.
12,000 stadia (v 16): A symbolic number (one thousand times twelve). One ancient stadium was 185 m; so 12,000 stadia would literally be 2,200 km.
144 cubits (v 17): A symbolic number, twelve times twelve. It must refer to the thickness of the walls, as we have already learnt that the city is 12,000 stadia high.
Text question
How is the Holy City described? Identify the four main points. Use your own words as much as possible.
Think and discuss
	How do we understand that v 9–10a is the beginning of a new scene in the drama of Revelation?

	Why is there an eighth scene? Go through again the two points presented in the introduction to this study. Do you agree with the points? Why – Why not?

	Why do you think that it is one of the seven “bowl angels” that shows John the eighth scene (compare 15:1; 17:1)? 

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
(Go to Answers 40)
 
Study 41: Where God dwells, 21:22–27
Introduction
This passage contains the second revelation of the eighth scene of the drama of Revelation. This description of God’s dwelling place echoes Isaiah’s prophecies about the glory of future Jerusalem (particularly chapter 62). 
But the purpose of these verses is rather to show the result of the preaching of the gospel. The gospel brings people back into fellowship with God; compare the preview in 21:3: Behold, God’s dwelling is with men, and he will live with them.
Notes
Verse 23 echoes Is 60:19–20:
The sun will no more be your light by day,	
	nor will the brightness of the moon give light to you.
But the Lord will to you an everlasting light,
	and your God will be your glory. 
Your sun will no more go down,
	nor your moon wane again;
for the Lord will be your everlasting light,
	and the days of your mourning will end. 
the glory of God is its light, and the Lamb is its lamp (v 23): See John 8:12, where Jesus says, “I am the light of the world” (also in John 9:5).
Verse 24 echoes Is 60:3 (Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn).
The nations will walk in its light (v 24): As Jesus truly is “the light of the world,” all the nations (both Jew and Gentile) will be included in God’s dwelling place. The gospel message about Jesus is really universal.
Verse 25–26 echo Is 60:11:
Yours gates will always be open, 
	day and night they will not be shut,
so that men may bring to you the wealth of the nations, 
	and their kings led in procession. 
Verse 27 echoes Is 52:1 (the uncircumcised and defiled will enter you no more).
who are written in the Lamb’s book of life (v 27): For “book of life” see note on 3:5 (see also 17:8; 20:12, 15). This expression refers to those who have accepted Jesus as their personal savior and “follow the Lamb wherever he goes,” 14:4.
Text questions
	Why is there no temple in the holy city?

	Why is there no need for the sun and the moon in the holy city?

	Why will the gates never be shut in the holy city?

	Who will not enter the holy city? Why?

Think and discuss
“Light” is evidently a key concept in this passage. Explain how “light” and the “gospel” are interrelated.
Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible devotion based on 21:22–27. You can call it The Holy City. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 41)
 
Study 42: God’s renewed world, 22:1–5
Introduction
In this passage we find the third revelation of the eighth scene of the drama of Revelation.
It can be understood as a summary of the Bible’s teaching on God’s created world. In the beginning God saw that his created world was “very good” (Gen 1:31). But it didn’t remain so after the entry of the serpent and the fall of Adam and Eve in  the third chapter of Genesis. The Old Testament prophets looked forward to God’s promise of a renewed world (Is 65:17; 66:22). Jesus taught his disciples that this renewal would coincide with his return in glory (Matt 19:28), and the apostles were looking forward to that event (2 Pet 3:13). John had a preview of it in the final vision of the previous scene of the Revelation drama (Rev 21:4–5). 
God’s renewed world is indeed God’s old world renewed. The description in this passage of the new world echoes the Garden in Eden of the old world (Gen 2:8–14). But it also fulfills God’s promises to the prophets of a new world (Joel 3:18; Ezek 47:1–9; Zech 14:8; Jer 17:7–8). 
There are, however, two added elements found here:
	The Garden in Eden has become the garden city of God’s new Jerusalem. And Eve, the mother of all the living (Gen 3:20) has become a great society of nations from the four corners of the earth.

	The curse over the old world of God’s original creation was the consequence of Satan’s activities. With the destruction of Satan and all his forces there will no longer be even the possibility of a curse over God’s renewed world.

The apostles also understood that Jesus Christ (the Word of God and the Lamb of God) would be one with God in this renewed world, just as he has been from the very beginning (John 1:1–3; Col 1:15–17). And we present-day readers of Revelation find that in God’s renewed world, God and the Lamb sit on the same throne and share the same pronoun “him/his” (22:1, 3, 4).
Notes
the river of the water of life (v 1): This expression echoes Gen 2:8–14; Joel 3:18; Jer 17:7–8; Ezek 47:1–9; Zech 14:8. Compare John 4:14; 7:37–39.
the tree of life (v 2): See note on 2:7.
the healing of the nations (v 2): This expression echoes Ezek 47:12 (On both banks of the river, all kinds of fruit trees will grow. Their leaves will not wither, and their fruit will not fail. Every month they will bring forth new fruit, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves will be for healing).
The throne of God and of the Lamb (v 3): See note on 4:2 (compare 5:6).
see his face (v 4): This metaphor expresses intimate knowledge, “they will know God intimately.” Moses was not allowed to see God’s face on Mount Sinai because of his holiness (Ex 33:20–23). In the Old Testament, God showed his face to a person (or let his face shine upon a person) as an expression of his blessing and approval.
his name will be on their foreheads (v 4): See 3:12 (with note); and 14:1 (with note). 
Verse 5: See 21:23–24 with notes.
They will reign forever and ever (v 5): Compare 1:6 (with note); 5:10; and 20:4, 6 (with note).
Text questions
	Make a list of the things that the angel shows John. Use your own words as much as possible.

	There are things that will not be found in the renewed world. Which are they? And why will they not be found there?

	What do we learn about the servants of the Lamb?

Think and discuss
	Make a list of words and expressions which you think must be understood metaphorically. Explain why you think so.

	The river of the water of life echoes several Old Testament passages. Look up the following passages and comment on them in the light of the renewed world:

a.Gen 2:8–14
b.Joel 3:18b
c.Ezek 47:1–9
d.Zech 14:8
	In John’s gospel Jesus uses the expression living water (which means the same thing as water of life). Look up the following passages and comment on them in the light of the renewed world:

a.John 4: 4–14
b.John 7:37–39
Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on 22:1–5. You can call it God’s Renewed World. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 42)
 
Study 43: God’s words are trustworthy and true, 22:6–10
Introduction
The fourth revelation of the eighth scene of the drama of Revelation is about God’s word. 
God is a self-revealing God who speaks to the church through the prophets. The message (the words) that these prophets pass on from God is trustworthy and true.
Notes
show his servants the things that must happen soon (v 6): In Revelation servants is one of the terms used for “believers, the church.” The Greek word for soon also means “quickly, without delay.” Compare notes on 1:1.
I am coming soon (v 7): See note on 2:16.
fell down to worship (v 8): See note on 19:10
Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book (v 10): Compare Dan 8:26 where Daniel is told to seal up his vision, because it concerns a distant future. and Dan 12:4, where Daniel is told seal up a scroll until the time of the end.
Text questions
	How is God described in this passage?

	How does God reveal the future according to this passage?

	Who are blessed?

	What does the angel tell John not to do? Why? What should he do instead?

	Why is John told not to seal up the words of the prophecy of this book?

Think and discuss
	How do you understand the fact that Jesus is coming soon? And how do you respond to it?

	How do you think that the person “who keeps the words of prophecy in this book” is blessed?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on 22:6–10. You can call it God’s Words Are Trustworthy and True. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 43)
 
Study 44: God’s work is done, 22:11–15
Introduction
This passage contains the fifth revelation of the eighth scene of the drama of Revelation. The parallel to this passage in the final vision of the previous scene consists of only one sentence: The angel said to me: ‘It is done’ (21:6). This reminds us of God completing his work of creating the world in Gen 2:1–2, but also of Jesus’ words on the cross as he completed his work for our redemption (John 19:30). In this passage we have a summary of the biblical doctrine of eschatology: God has brought everything to completion with Jesus’ words, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End” (v 13).
In  verse 11 we find a summary of human destiny: Those who have chosen to be vile will be vile for evermore. Those who have chosen to be holy will be holy for evermore. God’s judgment has taken place, and after judgment nothing can be changed. 
Verse 12 reveals the basis for the judgment. Our human destiny is based on what we have done with Jesus.
Finally, verses 14–15 tell us who belong to the holy city, and who don’t belong there.
Notes
I am coming soon (v 12): Jesus makes the same promise in 2:16; 3:11; 22:7, 20; see also the answer to Think and discuss 1 in the previous study.
according to his work (v 12): See 20:12, 13 with note.
Alpha and Omega (v 13): See 1:8 and 17 (with notes); and 21:6.
wash their robes (v 14): This metaphorical expression means to accept Jesus as your personal savior. It is also used in 7:14.
the tree of life (v 14): See note on 2:7. This is a metaphor for eternal life together with God (see also Think and discuss 1 in Answers to study 42).
enter in by the gates into the city (v 14): See 21:12–15, 21. See also Text question 2 in Answers to study 40).
the dogs (v 15): The word dog carried a very negative meaning in the Jewish society. It was used about unholy or ceremonially unclean people.
Text questions
	Who are speaking in this passage?

	Who are blessed and why?

	Who will be outside the holy city?

Think and discuss
	How do you understand v 11?

	What do you think Jesus means by saying “My reward is with me”?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on 22:11–15. You can call it Will You Be Inside or Outside the Gates of the City? Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 44)
 
Study 45: God’s final blessing and curse, and an epilogue, 22:16–21
Introduction
We have now reached our final study of Revelation. Here we find the last two revelations of the eighth scene of the drama of the book, and the epilogue.
The sixth revelation is found in v 16–17. It contains God’s final blessing. It is an invitation to come and receive the free gift of the water of life.
The seventh revelation is found in v 18–19. It contains God’s final curse. It is a warning not to disregard the prophecies and promises described in the book. Those who do so will experience the second death (21:8).
Revelation closes with an epilogue in two parts. Verse 20 expresses the anticipation that the church should have of the second coming of Jesus. The final verse contains a blessing. The grace of our Lord Jesus (who came the first time to bring redemption to all those who believe in him and who will come a second time to inaugurate God’s renewed world, a new heaven and a new earth) will be with us, God’s people, until that glorious day.
Notes
angel (v 16): See 1:1.
to testify (v 16): The words testify/testimony are key word sin Revelation. It is found eleven times (1:2, 9; 6:9; 11:7; 12:11, 17; 17:6; 19:10 (twice); 20:4; and here. 
the root and the offspring of David (v 16): Root means ancestor, and offspring means descendant; compare the three previous pairs of Jesus’ titles in v 13 (the Alpha and the Omega; the First and the Last; the Beginning and the End).
the bright morning star (v 16): Compare 2:28 and 2 Pet 1:19. The phrase echoes Num 24:17, where the pagan diviner Balaam utters an oracle with reference to king David and a future Messiah. The Greek word signified the planet Venus which shines bright just before daybreak.
thirsty … take the water of life as a gift (v 17): See 21:6 and 22:1 with notes; compare 22:17
the words of the prophecy of this book and the book of this prophecy (v 18–19): Compare 1:3; 19:10; 22:10, 
the tree of life (v 19): Compare 2:7; 22:2, 14 (with comment)
the holy city (v 19): Compare 3:12: 21:2–27 (with comment on v 14); 22:2–5
testifies (v 20): Compare 1:2 (where John testifies to to everything he saw, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus); also compare the frequent use of the noun “testimony” throughout Revelation (1:9; 6:9; 11:7; 12:11, 17; 17:7; 19:10; 20:4). See also note on 1:2.
I am coming soon (v 20): See note on 2:16. 
Amen (v 21): The Greek text (and most English, but not the Kannada translations) uses this Hebrew word which means “so let it be, truly, indeed”.
Come, Lord Jesus (v 21): This expression was one of the first confessions of faith in the early church (compare 1 Cor 16:22, where the Greek text has the Aramaic expression marana tha).
Text questions
	How is the book of Revelation described in this passage? 

	How is Jesus described in verse 16?

	What will happen to those who add anything to or  who take words away from the prophecy contained in Revelation?

	To whom does “He who testifies these things” refer? And who says, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus”?

Think and discuss
	How do you understand the expression “testify these things for the churches” (v 16)? What could be the content of this testimony?

	How can Jesus be both David’s ancestor (“root”) and descendant (“offspring”)?

	What do you think is the significance of Jesus’ title “the bright morning star” (v 16)?

	How would you interpret “the final curse” in v 18–19? 

	Compare 1:2 where John testifies to to everything he saw, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus and 22:20 where Jesus testifies to “these things.” What are your conclusions?

	How many times do you find the word “come” in v 17–21? Why do you think that this word is repeated so many times?

Sharing and application
Have you learnt anything new in this study? If so, explain what.
Prepare a study
Prepare a Bible study for your cell group (or a sermon for your church) based on 22:16–21. You can call it Amen, Come, Lord Jesus. Use the material found in this study. Avoid speculations!
(Go to Answers 45)
Answers
Answers 1: Prologue, 1:1–3
Text questions
	The believers received this revelation like this: God gave it to Jesus. Jesus sent his angel with it to John. And finally John wrote this book to the believers. 

	In this book John testifies to the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. This was what he saw. We need to keep this in mind as we read the rest of the book.

	Blessed are those who read, hear and accept the message of this book. The reason that they are blessed is that the time is near.

Think and discuss
	The prologue tells us that the subject and message of Revelation is Jesus. The book is about (and also from) Jesus (v 1). In this book John testifies to the word of God about Jesus (v 2). And anyone who hears and accepts this message about Jesus is blessed (v 3). This is a focus of the whole book and should be kept in mind as the rest of the book unfolds.

	Yes, there could very well be a connection between must soon take place (v 1) and Daniel 2:28 (what will happen in days to come). The early church believed that the last days began with Christ. Peter in his sermon on the first day of Pentecost quoted Joel’s prophecy about “the last days” as being fulfilled (Acts 2:16–17). See also Peter’s speech in Acts 3:24: “Yes, and all the prophets from Samuel and those after him, as many as have spoken, they also predicted these days” (referring to the days of the early church). Compare also Jesus’ speech in the synagogue in Capernaum (in Luk 4:18–21), where he applies Isaiah’s prophecy in chapter 61 about the year of the Lord’s favor to himself.

	“The time is near” can refer to:

a.The end times and all that will happen at that time is near.
b.A long series of events which will finally lead up to the end is just about to begin.
c.Persecution or some other difficulties for the church will soon take place. And that these happenings would foreshadow the end of this world.
d.The fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy in 2:44: the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will the sovereignty of it be left to another people. But it will crush all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will stand forever is about to take place. And now John is seeing this happen. God’s kingdom was introduced with the coming of Jesus, and now Daniel’s prophecy is beginning to be fulfilled. This fulfillment is a long process, which takes places during the age of the church on this earth. This is the age of mission, the age when the gospel must be spread to every nook and corner of the earth. 
As Wilcock writes, ”for though events at its climax will move swiftly enough, the process itself will occupy the whole of the gospel age, from the inauguration of the kingdom (12:10) to its final triumph (11:15). If this that Daniel has foreseen for the latter days is what the angel is now bringing into John’s immediate purview, then ’the time is near’ indeed. As soon as his letter reaches its destination in the churches of Asia, they will be able to say, ’These things are happening now’”. 
	The relevance of this book for us today would be the same as it was for its first recipients, the seven churches in Asia – and all believers of those days who through these churches received it. With them we can say, ”These things are happening now!” The battle between the kingdom of this world and the kingdom of our Lord Jesus is an ongoing battle – until he returns!

(Go to Study 2)
 
Answers 2: Greetings and doxology, 1:4–8
Text questions
	John addresses his book to the seven churches in Asia. The names of the churches are found later in this chapter and in chapters 2–3: Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea. They were located in the Roman province of Asia in a rough circle about 80 km from each other (see the map The Seven Churches of Revelation). 

We don’t know why John only addressed these seven churches. From the New Testament and from church history it is clear that there were more than seven churches in Asia.
	John uses these names for the triune God: 

a.God the Father is called “he who is, and who was, and who is to come”; 
b.The Holy Spirit is called “the seven spirits before his [God’s] throne”.
c.The Son is called “Jesus Christ”
The order is unusual. What could be the reason for that? 
Wilcock has a suggestion: “John’s vision is going to take him into the heavenly sanctuary, of which the Jewish Tabernacle was a copy and a shadow (Heb. 8:5); and perhaps the unusual order of the Trinity here (Father, Spirit, Son) corresponds to the plan of the earthly sanctuary, where the ark in the Holy of Holies represents the throne of God, the seven-branched lampstand in the Holy Place before it represents the Spirit; and in the courtyard before that stands the altar, with its priests and its sacrifice both representing, of course, the redeeming work of Christ.”
	This is what we learn about Jesus Christ in this passage:

a.He is the faithful witness.
b.He is he firstborn from the dead.
c.He is the ruler of the kings of the earth.
d.He loves us.
e.He has freed us from our sins with his blood.
f.He has made us to be a kingdom and priests who serve God.
g.He is coming back (“with the clouds”) and then everybody will see him.
h.Because of him all the peoples on earth will morn (or wail). Why? They have missed their opportunity of obtaining his salvation. 
	This is what we learn about God the Father in this passage:

a.John refers to him by his covenant name (Ex 3:14–15); John uses this name again later in the passage.
b.God calls himself  “the Alpha and the Omega”; he is the beginning and the end.
c.God is on “his throne” (v 4) which means that he is “the Almighty” (v 8).
Think and discuss
	Jesus Christ is portrayed “in his threefold office of Prophet, Priest, and King” in this passage like this:

a.He is the “faithful witness”. He is the prophet who came into this world to bear witness to the gospel of salvation.
b.He “freed us from our sins by his blood”. So he is the priest as well as the sacrifice and he worked our salvation through his death and resurrection (“the firstborn from the dead”).
c.He is “the ruler of the kings of the earth”. So he is the king and he shares his kingdom with us (“to be a kingdom”). 
	The introductory greeting tells us at least two things about the book of Revelation:

a.God is in the center of this passage. So we should expect the triune God to be the “hero” of the whole book. He is eternal, he is in control of history, and he is Savior and King, the Almighty.
b.John wished his recipients (and that would in extension include us) “grace and peace.” So Revelation is a book that should convey “grace and peace” to God’s people. Believers have often studied it with “confusion and fear” instead of experiencing “comfort and hope” through its pages. This “grace and peace” and “comfort and hope” are experienced through Jesus.
(Go to Study 3)
 
Answers 3: One like a Son of Man, 1:9–20
Text questions
	We learn this about John in this passage:

a.He seems to be a prisoner on the island of Patmos.
b.The reason for his imprisonment is the preaching of the gospel.
c.In his suffering for the gospel he represents the believers in general (he shares in their suffering).
d.He seems to have celebrated the Lord’s Day even in his imprisonment. 
e.His spiritual life was alive and active in spite of his imprisonment.
	The speaker in v 11 is Jesus. That is clear from the description of him that follows in v 13 (like a son of man) and from what he says about himself in v 18 (I was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore).

Jesus tells John to write down what he has seen, what is now and what will take place later.
	The meaning of “seven golden lampstands” in v 12 is explained by Jesus in v 20. They are the seven churches.

	The meaning of “seven stars” in v 16 is also explained by Jesus in v 20. They are “the angels of the seven churches”. For the two possible interpretations of “angels” see Notes. 

There do not seem to be any Old Testament references to “seven stars”. But it is interesting to note that the Roman Emperor Domitian (who ruled AD 81–96) minted a coin depicting him as a child holding seven stars in his hand. He also called himself “Our Lord and and God” (compare 4:11). And in AD 95 a poet addressed him as “the Morning Star” (compare 22:16; 2:28). The worship of Domitian as “god” in the Roman province of Asia is well established. It is, therefore, likely that it was towards the end of his reign that John was imprisoned on Patmos.
	Jesus explains who he is in v 17–18 by referring to his death and resurrection.

Think and discuss
	When we go through the Old Testament quotes and echoes about how Jesus is described in this passage, we find that some of them describe Jesus as God (compare Jesus’ words in John 14:9: Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father):

a.His head and hair were white as white wool (v 14): compare Dan 7:9, where God (”the Ancient of Days”) is described like this, the hair of his head was white like pure wool.
b.His feet were like burnished bronze refined in a furnace (v 15): compare Ezek 1:7, where the four living creatures are described as the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord (Ezek 1:28).
c.His voice was like the sound of many waters (v 15): compare Ezek 43:2, where the voice of God the Almighty is described with the words like the roar of many waters.
d.”I am the first and the last” (v 17): compare Is 44:6 Thus says the LORD. the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of Hosts: I am the first and I am the last; and besides me there is no God and Is 48:12 where God says, I am the first and I am the last. 
	This passage tells us the following about Jesus and his church:

a.He is in his church and with his church: He is among the lampstands (v 13).
b.He is the big light (his face was like the sun shining at its brightest) that shines through the church: He holds the stars that are “the angels of the churches” in his “right hand” and he is the light that shines in the “golden lampstands”, the church (v 20).
c.He speaks to and through the church: He is the sender of the message to the churches (v 11).
d.He is in control of the destiny of the church: The angels of the church are in his right hand (v 20).
(Go to Study 4)
 
Answers 4: To the church in Ephesus, 2:1–7
Text questions
	This passage can be structured into these seven parts, like this:

a.The recipient of the letter, v 1a 
b.The sender of the letter, v 1b
c.Something good about the church, v 2–3, 6
d.Something bad about the church, v 4–5a
e.Exhortation to repent, v 5b
f.Hear what the Spirit says, v 7a
g.A promise for those who who overcome, v 7b
Each of the seven letters to the churches is structured in much the same way.
	Jesus says that he is the one who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. This means that Jesus is in control of the church, he works through the church, and he is present with the church. His introduction picks up two of the things revealed about him in the previous passage.

	Jesus praises the church in Ephesus for five things:

a.They have worked hard for the gospel.
b.They have suffered hardship for the sake of the gospel.
c.They have persevered in these times of hardship.
d.They have not tolerated false leaders and teachers in the church. 
e.They have hated the works of the Nicolaitans (v 6). 
	Jesus criticizes the church in Ephesus for having lost their first love. This probably refers to their love in three areas:

a.Their love for Jesus
b.Their love for one another
c.Their love for lost souls.
	Jesus exhorts the church in Ephesus to repent and to be like they were in the beginning.

	The consequences if the church in Ephesus doesn’t listen to Jesus would be its destruction (I will come to you and move your lampstand out of its place). This actually happened. All that remains today of the glorious city of Ephesus are a few ruins – and no church.

	Jesus promises the overcomers eternal life (permission to eat from the tree of life that is in God’s paradise). 

Think and discuss
	This is how I would characterize the church in Ephesus:

a.They were strong in their faith. They did not give up or lose their faith in spite of difficult times and opposition.
b.They were very clear about their doctrines. They were able to expose false teachers.
c.They were very clear about their Christian lifestyle. They did not give in to teachers who tried to compromise the lifestyle of the church (the Nicolaitans).
d.They were fearless. They stopped the false apostles and the practices promoted by the Nicolaitans.
e.They were “hard”. And that is why Jesus warned them.
f.They had “lost their first love”. So Jesus told them to think about what had happened to them, how much they had changed, how different they had become. And he warned them: unless they repented and changed, they had no future.
	This is how I think the believers in Ephesus had been able to test the false teachers and to expose the “works of the Nicolaitans”: 

a.Bible teaching in the church had been strong throughout its history. During Paul’s years there, he had even run a “Bible college” in Tyrannus’ hall (Acts 19). Later, when Timothy was ministering there, Paul had written to him about how to deal with false teachers (1 Tim 1).
b.The church had good leaders. Paul had advised them (Acts 20). Later, Timothy had followed Paul’s instructions about what kind of leaders the church needed (1 Tim 3).
(Go to Study 5)
 
Answers 5: To the church in Smyrna, 2:8–11
Text questions
	Jesus says that he is the one who is the first and the last, who was dead and has come to life. This means that Jesus is God (the beginning and the end) and the risen Christ. His introduction picks up two of the things revealed about him in the vision that John had of him in chapter 1.

	Jesus praises the church in Smyrna for only one thing: they are rich even if they themselves think that they are afflicted and poor.

	Jesus does not seem to have any open criticism of the church in Smyrna. That is probably why “Smyrna” has become such a popular name for a church. But he does criticize them for not understanding who they are, that they don’t understand their true nature. They experience afflictions and poverty, and they are about to suffer even more difficulties, and they seem to be fearful about that. But they should be faithful instead of fearful. And if they are faithful, they have a rich future – eternal life.

	The church in Smyrna is experiencing difficulties and persecution because of the slander (note that “Satan” actually means “slanderer, accuser”) of the local Jews. It seems as if their slander is about to get worse and to lead to the imprisonment and even death of some of the believers.

	Jesus exhorts the church in Smyrna and tells them not to be afraid of the suffering which they were about to experience. Instead they should be faithful, even to the point of death.

	Jesus promises the overcomers eternal life (the crown of life, v 10) and that they will not be harmed by the second death (v 11). It is the same promise as the one he gives to the church in Ephesus.

Think and discuss
	I think Jesus probably meant two things by calling the church in Smyrna rich:

a.They were spiritually rich in spite of worldly poverty. 
b.They had a rich future, eternal life.
	The text does not openly tell us the reason for the poverty of the church in Smyrna. But it could have been caused by the slander of the Jews which made it difficult for the believers to make their businesses profitable.

	This is how I would characterize the church in Smyrna:

a.It was a poor church in a rich city. 
b.Their poverty had probably been caused by the opposition from and the slander of the local Jewish community. The accusation of the Jews seems to have affected the believers’ lives negatively – and made them poor.
c.The believers were afraid that they would experience even more problems in the future. Jesus confirmed that that would actually happen – they would be persecuted and some of them would even risk their lives.
d.Spiritually, the church was rich. Just as the city of Smyrna had been rebuilt (been “resurrected”) and become a very wealthy city, so the lives of the believers had been “resurrected” through the resurrected Christ (the one who was dead and has come to life again), who was living in their midst (“I know your...”). Also, if they kept their faith (been faithful) through the short time (“ten days”) of persecution, they would achieve eternal life (be given the “crown of life”) and that they would not be harmed by the second death.
(Go to Study 6)
 
Answers 6: To the church in Pergamum, 2:12–17
Text questions
	Jesus says that he is the one who has the sharp, double-edged sword. This means that Jesus is the one who will judge. His introduction picks up one of the things revealed about him in the vision that John had of him in chapter 1.

	Jesus praises the church in Pergamum for two things:

a.They have remained true to him (v 13).
b.They have kept their faith in Jesus even during the time of persecution (v 13). 
	Jesus criticizes the church in Pergamum for two things:

a.They have in their midst people who follow the teaching of Balaam, which means that they eat food sacrificed to idols and that they are involved in sexual immorality.
b.They also have in their midst people who follow the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
	Jesus exhorts the church in Pergamum to repent.

	The consequences if the church in Pergamum don’t listen to Jesus would be judgment over the believers who follow the teachings of Balaam and the Nicolaitans (I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth). 

	Jesus promises the overcomers eternal life (hidden manna and white stone with a new name written on it). 

Think and discuss
	The church in Pergamum faced two dangers:

a.Severe persecution. Persecution had already taken place, when Antipas was martyred. And they could expect it to happen again.
b.False teachings saying that the believers should adopt the lifestyle of the surrounding society – eating food sacrificed to idols and indulging in sexual immorality. Both these things were part of the pagan religious practices of those days. This kind of heresy (which claimed that because of God’s abundant grace there is no need for the church to follow any moral rules) is called antinomianism.
	This is how I would characterize the church in Pergamum:

a.The church was placed in a very difficult situation: politically, culturally, socially and spiritually. Pergamum was a center for emperor worship. All kinds of pagan religious practices were prevalent. The city’s culture was advanced.
b.So the church was strongly influenced by the surrounding society.
c.Probably the believers in the church who did not compromise with the pagan practices were the ones who suffered most from the persecutions. 
d.The church had been persecuted, and they could expect more persecutions.
e.In spite of these persecutions they had not denied Jesus or lost their Christian witness.
f.Some of the believers in the church followed false teachings. They believed that it wouldn’t affect their spiritual life if they followed pagan practices, taking part in religious ceremonies where food sacrificed to idols was eaten and where immoral sexual practices were indulged in.
g.The church leadership must have been weak (or confused) to allow these false teachings to spread in the church.
	The sin of the Ephesus church was that the believers were “too hard”; they had lost their first love. The sin of the Pergamum church was that the believers were “too soft”; they adapted to the lifestyle and behavior of this world. So we can say that the sins of these two churches were opposites. From this we can learn that we as believers must find a balance between “hardness” and “softness.” We have to understand what it means to live in this world, without undermining the values of the kingdom of God. We have to influence this world without becoming part of this world.

(Go to Study 7)
 
Answers 7: To the church in Thyatira, 2:18–29
Text questions
	Jesus says that he is the Son of God, whose eyes are like a flame of fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 

a.It identifies Jesus (as the Son of God).
b.It signifies that nothing can be hidden from him (eyes like a flame of fire) .
c.It states that nothing can stand in his way (feet like burnished bronze).
So his introduction picks up three of the things revealed about him in the vision that John had of him in chapter 1.
	Jesus praises the church in Thyatira for four things:

a.Their love
b.Their faith
c.Their perseverance
d.Their fruitful ministry (v 19)
	Jesus criticizes the church in Thyatira for two things:

a.They allow a false prophetess (“Jezebel”) to teach in the church and to attract many followers (my servants, v 20, and her children, v 23).
b.The church seems to be divided between the followers of “Jezebel” and the rest of the believers (v 24).
	Jesus says that several things would happen to the church in Thyatira:

a.Because of her unwillingness to repent, “Jezebel” will be struck by illness (v 22–23).
b.Her followers (those who commit adultery with her, v 22) will experience great suffering.
c.Her children, v 24 (which could refer either to her physical children or to her followers) will die (which could refer either to a present physical death or to future spiritual death and condemnation).
d.Those who do not follow “Jezebel” are exhorted to hold on to their faith in Jesus until his return (v 24–25).
	Jesus promises two things to the overcomers and those who continue doing his will until the end:

a.Authority over the nations and a share in Christ’s rule (v 26–27). This could either refer to the successful proclamation of the gospel in this present age, or to a share in Christ’s rule in the future age.
b.The Morning star, which is Jesus himself (22:16). This signifies eternal life together with Jesus.
Think and discuss
	This is how I would characterize the church in Thyatira:

a.The church leadership must have been weak (or confused) to allow the false prophetess “Jezebel” to teach in the church and to attract so many followers. 
b.“Jezebel” had deeply infiltrated the church. Many of the believers in the church followed her false teachings about deep things/secrets. This would allow them to follow pagan practices, taking part in religious ceremonies where food sacrificed to idols was eaten and where immoral sexual practices were indulged in. They also seem to have involved themselves in immoral practices with “Jezebel” herself. She must have taught them that this kind of behavior did not affect their spiritual life or their salvation (this is a heresy called antinomianism). This was probably her main “deep secret”.
c.It is very likely that many of the believers made their living from one of trades that Thyatira was famous for, such as working in cloth, leather, bronze, armor, dye, tanning, pottery, and baking. But to be able to carry on their trade they had to be members of one of the trade guilds, and these were not only business associations. They were also devoted to a patron god and the worshiping of this god was compulsory. This worship included taking part in sacrificial meals and indulging in sexual immorality. 
d.So the economic, cultural, social and spiritual setting of the church made the believers very vulnerable to the kind of “deep secret teaching” that “Jezebel” stood for (v 20).
e.But the church was divided. Not everybody followed “Jezebel.”
f.Probably even a majority of the believers in Thyatira were faithful to Jesus. They carried on with the ministry of proclaiming the gospel out of love for the lost (v 19).
g.The church was a growing church with successful outreach ministries.
	This is my comparison between the church in Thyatira and the church in Pergamum with respect to the sin that Jesus accused them of:

a.The sin of the two churches was basically the same. There were believers in both churches that followed the antinomian teachings of false teachers. In Pergamum “Balaam” and “the Nicolaitans” stood for them. In Thyatira it was “Jezebel”. 
b.The situation of the two churches was also quite similar. There was outside cultural, social and religious pressure that made the believers vulnerable to antinomian teachings.
c.But there was one important difference in their situations. In Pergamum there was an additional political pressure, as the city was a center for the Roman emperor cult. So the church had experienced severe persecution and was expecting more persecution. In Thyatira it was more of an economic (“business”) pressure, as believers had to be members of trade guilds to be able to carry on their trade.
d.There was also a difference in the degree of the influence of the false teaching. In Pergamum it was more an influence from outside. But the church in Thyatira was deeply infiltrated by the false prophetess “Jezebel”, who was stubbornly unwilling to repent.
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Answers 8: To the church in Sardis, 3:1–6
Text questions
	Jesus says that he is the one who who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. This means that Jesus is the one who holds the seven churches (the seven stars who are the angels of the churches) in his hand. But he is also the one through whom God’s Holy Spirit works. His introduction picks up two things revealed about him in the vision that John had of him in chapter 1.

	Jesus does not have any praise at all for the church in Sardis. So in this sense Sardis is unique among the seven churches.

	Jesus criticizes the church in Sardis for being spiritually dead, even if it has the reputation of being alive.

	Jesus gives the following exhortations to the church in Sardis:

a.To wake up
b.To strengthen what is almost dying
c.To remember how they responded to gospel in the beginning
	The consequence if the church in Sardis doesn’t listen would be that Jesus would come to them unexpectedly like a thief. This could refer to his second coming or (more probably) to some more immediate punishment that he would send over the church.

	Jesus promises the overcomer salvation (white robes) and eternal life (their names would still be in the book of life and Jesus would acknowledge their name before his Father). 

Think and discuss
	This is how I would characterize the church in Sardis:

a.The church didn’t have a correct understanding of itself. The believers thought they did OK, because they had a good reputation. They were like their city: it had a fortress with the reputation of being invincible but again and again it had been conquered by enemies.
b.The truth about them was that they were spiritually dead. And they did not live up the expectations that Jesus had on them (their clothes were soiled, v 3–5) and on their ministry (their deeds were not complete in the sight of God, v 2).
c.But they were not totally dead. Firstly, they still remembered how it had been in the church in the beginning, when they were sincere in their faith and love, and when their church life and their church ministry lived up to Jesus’ expectations (v 3).
d.Secondly, there were still some people in the church, who lived pure lives (they were “dressed in white”) and who were walking with the Lord (compare v 4).
e.In spite of the deplorable spiritual conditions in the church, Jesus had not given up on them. They still had an opportunity to repent and to wake up from their spiritual slumber (v 3). They still had the chance to turn back to Jesus and so to be with him for ever.
	The expression “I will come like a thief” (v 3) can be understood in two different ways:

a.It can refer to Jesus’ second coming. This is how Jesus uses the expression in Matt 24:42–44 and in Rev 16:15, Paul in 1 Thess 5:2 and Peter in 2 Pet 3:2.
b.It can refer to Jesus sending some kind of punishment over the church in Sardis in the near future.
I personally think that in the context of v 4 (Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes) the second option is to be preferred.
	This is how Jesus is the only real hope for the church in Sardis: 

a.He knows their situation fully: He holds the seven spirits of God (v 1). Rev 5:6 says that the Lamb has seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. Jesus sees everything, and he understands everything.
b.He is in his church and with his church: He walks among the lampstands, the churches (Rev 2:1). And he holds the seven stars (the angels of the churches) in his right hand (1:16; 20).
c.Again, he holds the Holy Spirit (the seven spirits of God, v 1) in his right hand: the Spirit who gives life (John 6:63) and the Spirit of truth (John 14:17).
d.Only Jesus can truly bring the Holy Spirit and the church in Sardis together “in his right hand” – and this “bringing together” will change the situation radically for the believers in Sardis.
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Answers 9: To the church in Philadelphia, 3:7–13
Text questions
	Jesus says that he is the one who is holy and true, he who holds the key of David. He opens no one can shut, and who shuts and no one can open. This means that he is God (holy and true, compare 6:10) and that he has opened the door for the church to enter into God’s eternal kingdom. His introduction picks up “the key” theme from the vision that John had of Jesus in chapter 1, where it says that he holds “the keys of death and Hades.”

	Jesus praises the church in Philadelphia for three things: 

a.They have kept his word (v 8).
b.They have not denied his name (v 9).
c.They have shown patience  and endurance (v 10).
	This is how Jesus describes the church in Philadelphia:

a.They are weak.
b.But in spite of their weakness they have been faithful to him and showed patient endurance.
	These are the promises that Jesus gives to the church in Philadelphia:

a.He has placed an open door before them, v 8.
b.He will make the hostile Jews submit to them and acknowledge that God has loved them, v 9.
c.He will keep them through the hour of trial that is coming upon the whole world.
d.He will make them pillars in God’s temple, write on them God’s and his city’s name and his own new name, v 12.
Think and discuss
	This is how I would characterize the church in Philadelphia:

a.It was not a very strong or impressive church. Perhaps they hadn’t had much visible success in their ministry. Perhaps they had failed in their efforts to reach out to the Jewish population of the city. 
b.They had shown patience and endurance. This can be very difficult for a church whose ministry doesn’t show much visible fruit.
c.The believers had been faithful to Jesus. They must have confessed their Christian faith openly and boldly.
d.They had also been faithful to sound Christian teaching. Other churches in Asia had had much problem with false teachers, but not Philadelphia.
	The following conclusion must be drawn from the four Old Testament echoes and references  (Is 43:4; 60:14; 62:2; Ezek 48:35) with reference to the church in Philadelphia: 

They are all promises that God made to his people in the Old Testament, the Israelites. But in the book of Revelation Jesus applies them to God’s people in the New Testament (here represented by the church in Philadelphia). That means that they in extension apply to all believers (of both Jewish and Gentile background). 
We can see the same thing done in other New Testament books, in Acts as well as in the epistles. Not only Jews, but also Samaritans and Gentiles, can now enter into the kingdom of God. So the entire combined concept of an open door into the house of David, and into God’s salvation, presence, kingdom, city and temple found in this passage (but based on Old Testament promises) refers to the believers. Consequently the unconverted and unbelieving Jews will have to “learn that I have loved you”, v 9.
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Answers 10: To the church in Laodicea, 3:14–22
Text questions
	Jesus says that he is the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the head of God’s creation. This means that Jesus is God, who is both true and faithful. He sees the truth about the deplorable spiritual condition of the church in Laodicea. But he is also faithful to his promises to forgive anyone who repents and turns back to him. Jesus’ introduction does not really pick up anything revealed about him in the vision that John had of him in chapter 1.

	Jesus criticizes the church in Laodicea for the following:

a.It is spiritually lukewarm.
b.It has a wrong understanding of itself. It is wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked – but does not realize it.
	Jesus gives the following exhortations to the church in Laodicea:

a.To be earnest, and repent – see the next point!
b.To do something drastic about its situation. Jesus uses metaphors connected with the reputation and pride of the city of Laodicea to make his point: The believers should “buy gold” from God (Laodicea was a city of banking and trade). The gold they should use to buy “white clothes to wear” (Laodicea had textile industry; the white clothes symbolize salvation and righteousness) and “salve to anoint their eyes” (in Laodicea a famous eye medicine was manufactured) so they could see (“see” refers to “seeing the truth about themselves”).
	If the church in Laodicea doesn’t listen to Jesus and repent, he would “spit them out of his mouth.” This would be the end of the church in Laodicea.

	Jesus makes a fantastic offer to the person that repents, hears his voice and opens his door to him: Jesus himself will enter into that person’s life and have close fellowship with him (“eat with him and he with me”).

	Jesus promises that the overcomer will have eternal life and that he will rule with Jesus in his future kingdom. This is an incredible promise!

Think and discuss
	This is how I would characterize the church in Laodicea:

a.The church was situated in a very wealthy and famous city – in spite of its substandard water supply. We can assume that most of the members of the church were successfully and profitably engaged in some local business: trade, banking, the textile industries or in the manufacturing of the famous eye salve. So it was a financially rich church.
b.But Jesus characterizes the church as “lukewarm,” which must have reminded the readers of the letter of the city’s awful water supply. The water came from a warm spring near Hierapolis 10 km away (so it was lukewarm when it reached Laodicea) and it had a very high content of sodium, which made you feel like vomiting every time you drank it. 
c.So the church was spiritually “lukewarm.” It was a worldly church that didn’t take its spiritual life seriously. 
d.But the church didn’t understand its spiritual condition. It thought it was rich, while it in fact was “poor,” spiritually poor. Jesus even likened the church to a miserable, naked and blind beggar!
e.It had no future at all unless it repented. 
But there was still hope for church members in Laodicea. Jesus was still waiting for them to repent and to open up to his offer of salvation and eternal fellowship with him. 
	In spite of a depressingly black picture that Jesus paints of the church in Laodicea, there was still hope. There is always hope – as long as we are in this world. Jesus’ patience lasts until his return! But we have to repent and allow him to change our lives. Only then will our fellowship with him be fully restored. The overcomers of this the “worst” of the seven churches in Revelation have the greatest prospects: To rule with Christ in his eternal kingdom! Church history also shows that the church in Laodicea actually did repent: It prospered and became the home of some famous bishops.
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Answers 11: The throne in heaven, 4:1–11
Text questions
	We can note three things about John getting into God’s heavenly throne room:

a.He saw a door standing open in heaven.
b.He was invited by a voice to “come up here” and see.
c.He was in the Spirit when he saw all this.
	You should have noted that John describes: 

a.God on his throne in the center encircled by a rainbow
b.Thrones with the twenty-four elders surrounding God’s throne
c.Before the throne John saw seven lamps and a sea of glass.
d.In the center around the throne were four living creatures. 
In the next chapter we will also find an outer circle with “myriads and myriads” of angels.
Think and discuss
	The reasons why John uses expressions such as “like,” “resembling,” “had the appearance of,” and “looked like” so often in the whole book of Revelation is that what he sees cannot really be described with human words. A consequence of this is that we as readers have to be very careful how we interpret these expressions. To what extent are they literal? And to what extent are they metaphorical or symbolic?

	This is how the following expressions should be understood in this passage:

a.The four living creatures: They represent God’s created world.
b.The twenty-four elders: They represent the totality of God’s people (Old Testament as well as New Testament), “the church.”
c.The things that must happen after this: This does not necessarily mean that every-thing in Rev ch 1–22 takes place in the future, neither in John’s future nor in our future. Instead it primarily refers to what John sees in the rest of the book.
d.Heaven: John by the Spirit is taken into a sphere (“the heavenly realms”) where he sees the spiritual reality, the truth about everything. He sees everything from God’s perspective.
e.Seven: This number in Revelation primarily refers to the true nature (or essence) of something. This is a better understanding of the number seven than the more traditional one: that number seven stands for something complete or perfect or for the totality of  something.
f.Four: This number in Revelation refers to God’s creation: the four corners of the earth (Rev 7:1), the four winds of the earth (7:1), the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea (7:2), the four living creatures.
g.Who was, and who is, and who is to come: This is an expansion of God’s name as it was revealed to Moses in Ex 3:14. Perhaps this expanded version of the name helps us understand the time perspectives (God’s perspectives) in Revelation. God stands above time as we understand it.
(Go to Study 12)
 
Answers 12: The scroll and the Lamb, 5:1–14
Text questions
	The scroll has writing on both sides (which probably means that it contains much text) and it was sealed with seven seals (which means that its contents was difficult, or impossible, to access).

	John wept because nobody was found worthy to open the seals of the scroll.

	Lion of the tribe of Judah actually turns out to be a Lamb that still bears the marks of having been sacrificed. The Lamb is where God himself is – in the center of the throne. It carries emblems of power (seven horns) and wisdom (seven eyes, the Holy Spirit). Compare 1 Cor 1:24, where Paul describes Jesus as Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

	The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders have in their hands harps (a harp is a stringed musical instrument) and golden bowls full of incense signifying the prayers of God’s people.

	This is what the new song says: Jesus is worthy to open the seals of the scroll because of what he did on the cross. By his death he bought (or redeemed) all kinds of people for God. And Jesus has made these people kings who will rule the earth and priests who will serve God.

	In this passage both the Lamb who was slain and God who sits on the throne are worthy of praise forever and ever.

Think and discuss
	The new thing with chapter 5 is that John’s vision is enlarged: the drama of the New Testament (which focuses on Jesus) is brought into the Old Testament picture that John saw in chapter 4.

	The picture of Jesus in v 5–6 has two sides to it:

a.The Lion with greatness and power, who has triumphed. This is symbolized by the seven horns and the seven eyes.
b.The Lamb with his humility and still marked by his sacrificial death. It looked as if it had been slain.
	Bible scholars have understood the significance of the opening of the scroll in different ways:

a.The Lamb is revealing the contents of the scroll by opening its seven seals.
b.The Lamb is achieving the events that the breaking of the seals of the scroll brings about.
c.The Lamb is unveiling and explaining the events that the breaking of the seals of the scroll brings about. 
I favor this third option, compare Wilcock: “We do not need Christ to tell us that the world is full of trouble. But we do need his explanation of history if its troubles are not to be meaningless” and “Only in Christ crucified is to be found the answer to the riddle of life; no angel ‘in heaven’, no man ‘on earth’, no teacher from the past, now ‘under earth’, can explain it – only Judah’s Lion, David’s Root, the Jew from Nazareth who is also the Lamb of God”. Compare Jesus’ reading from the scroll of Isaiah in Nazareth’s synagogue, Luk 4:16–17.
So now the stage is set for the action of scene 2 to unfold – the opening of the seven seals!
	This is how the following expressions should be understood in this passage:

a.Numbering myriads of myriads, and ten thousand upon ten thousand: an uncountable number of angels
b.Bowls full of incense: the prayers of God’s people on earth
c.Seven horns: power in its ”essence,” God’s own power, true power
d.Seven eyes: referring to the Holy Spirit, the wisdom of God, who knows everything and sees everything and understands everything
e.A new song: praising a new event in God’s salvation history – the sacrificial death of Jesus
f.The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David: Messianic names for Jesus based on Genesis chapter 49 and Isaiah chapter 11
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Answers 13: The first six seals, 6:1–17
Text questions
	The four living creatures say “come” at the beginning of each of the four “horse events.” We will come back to what this “come” could signify.

	The four riders on the horses represent four kinds of evil:

a.The rider on the white horse represents conquest, probably through war.
b.The rider on the fiery red horse represents war, strife and conflict.
c.The rider on the black horse represents cost increase and scarcity, probably even famine.
d.The rider on the pale horse represents death, which is the result of the activities of the previous riders.
	The souls under the altar are the souls of Christian martyrs. They have been killed (“sacrificed,” that is why they are under the altar) because they followed Jesus and preached the gospel about him. They are praying to God, asking him when he will judge the unrighteous people of the earth so that justice is done. They are given white robes (symbolizing salvation) and asked to wait some more time, as the number of martyrs is not yet complete.

	When the sixth seal is opened, the end of this present world has come. The whole earth shakes and the mountains collapse. The sun and the moon and the stars are destroyed. The mighty people of the world don’t know what to do, but they realize that the day of God’s judgment has come.

Think and discuss
	It is not the riders themselves who control what is happening. The Lamb opens the seals. The riders “are given power” to do what they are about to do. The four riders represent different aspects of evil, but it is ultimately God who allows their activities (compare Job 1:12; 2:6). That is why the setting of the stage in chapters 4 and 5 was so important. The forces of evil seem to control the events of this world. Even believers are often misled to think that Satan and his evil forces are in control of the events. But the truth is that it is Christ who is in control. Jesus not only stands among the seven lampstands (being at the center of the activities of the church, the people of God). No, he also stands at the center of the activities of the world as a whole. And God sits on his throne!

	The “come” of the four living creatures (v 1, 3, 5 and 7) may at first seem confusing. They represent God’s created world, so why would they invite the riders to come with their evil and their destruction over it? That doesn’t make sense! So who are they saying “come” to? I think that it must be Jesus whom they are asking to come. The coming of Jesus is a major theme in Revelation. The book begins with it: Amen. Look he is coming with the clouds, 1:6–7. And the book ends with it: He who testifies to these things says, ’Surely, I am coming soon’. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus, 22:20. Also the martyrs under the altar are waiting for him to come. So their prayer in 6:10 is, How long ... until you judge? Not only God’s people, but all of God’s creation, are eagerly groaning and waiting for Jesus to come with his liberation (Rom 8:19–22). 

	Here is a comparison between the events of this chapter (seal 1–6) and the events that Jesus told his disciples would be the sign of his coming and of the end of the age (Matt 24:3):

a.Matt 24:6 (You will hear of wars and rumors of wars) must be the first seal: war and conquest.
b.Matt 24:7 (Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom) must be the second seal: war, conflict and strife.
c.Matt 24:7 (There will be famines) must be the third seal: inflation, scarcity and famine.
d.In Matt 24:6–7 (death as consequence of wars, strife, famine and earth-quakes) we find the fourth seal: death closely followed by Hades.
e.Matt 24:9–14 (persecution and death, hated, increased wickedness; standing firm, And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come) must be the fifth seal: the suffering church and its faithful testimony.
Conclusion: Matt 24:29–30 can easily be identified as the same event as the sixth seal: The end of this world as we know it, the return of Jesus and the day of God’s judgment. Remember that v 15–28 are about the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple; so those verses don't concern us here.
	We can draw three conclusions from the comparison we made in the previous question:

a.We find that all the six seals in Rev chapter 6 are paralleled in Matt chapter 24. Not only do we find the event. But they also come in the same order.
b.We should note Jesus’ warning in Matt 24:4: Take heed that no one deceives you. Jesus goes on to say that all these things will happen (the things we find in seals 1–5), but the end is not yet (v 6). They are the beginning of the birth pains (v 8). They are not the end. They are evil things that are part of the order of this evil world. They are always around us, even if they – as Revelation will show us later – will become more intense towards the end of this present age.
c.So when will the end come? Jesus makes that clear in v 14: And this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will arrive. He begins his description of the end in v 29 by saying, Immediately after the tribulation of those days, which should remind us that ”those days” in an Old Testament expression connected with the Messianic age.
Sharing and application
	The four kinds of evil that the four riders represent are very common. They have always been common, and they are common in the world even today. Most of us have experienced conflicts, scarcity and death.

	–
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Answers 14: God’s servants sealed and the seventh seal, 7:1–8:1
Text questions
	The chapter starts with two groups of angels. First John saw four angels. They were standing at the four corners of the earth holding back the four winds of destruction. Then he saw another angel with “the seal of the living God,” who told the first angels to delay destruction until “the servants of our God” had been sealed.

	John hears that the number of those who were sealed were “one hundred forty-four thousand from all the tribes of Israel.”

	The “great multitude” consisted of people of all backgrounds, who had been saved by the blood of the Lamb out of the great tribulation. 

	The “great multitude” were praising and worshiping God and the Lamb holding palm branches in their hands. They were dressed in white robes symbolizing victory, salvation and purity. They had reached this state because they had washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. This means that they had accepted God’s salvation through the sacrificial death of Jesus.

	When the seventh seal is opened there is silence in heaven for about half an hour.

	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.Wearing white robes: This huge group of people belonged to God – they were saved, pure and victorious.
b.Be their shepherd: The Lamb (Jesus) would take care of all their needs and guide them.
c.The four winds: They symbolize God sending destruction over the earth.
d.Palm branches: They signify celebration and victory.
Think and discuss
	Chapter 6 ends with a question: Who can stand? This refers to the day of the Lord which brings the destruction of the earth and God’s final judgement (the sixth seal, 6:11–16). The answer to the question is what John is shown in chapter 7: God’s people, “the servants of our God,” those who are “sealed”, the “one hundred forty-four thousand from all the tribes of Israel,” the “great multitude,” those who are dressed in “white robes,” those “who have come out of the great tribulation,” those “who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” – they are the ones who will not be hurt by the “four winds of the earth” (7:1–3).

	How is it possible for the angel to tell the four angels not to harm the land or the sea or the trees (v 3), when the whole earth was already harmed in 6:12–14? The answer to this question has to do with the structure of Revelation. The book is structured into visions that John saw. But the order of these visions are not chronological. Chapter 6 contains what John saw when the first six seals were opened; the sixth seal contains the end of this present world. Then John had another vision which is recorded in chapter 7. What he sees there answers the question if it is possible for anybody to survive the end of this present world (6:17). The answer is: Yes, God’s people will survive, because they belong to him (they are ”sealed” and thereby protected from destruction, they are saved). The salvation of God’s people (recorded in chapter 7) happens when people accept Jesus as their personal savior (wash their robes in the blood of the Lamb). They do so while they still live in this present world and its evil times symbolized by the opening of the first five seals (“the great tribulation” which will get worse towards the end of this present age). These evils (the opening of the first five seals) are recorded in 6:1–11.

	The list with the “one hundred forty-four thousand from all of the tribes of Israel” is remarkable in three ways:

a.The numbers are are remarkable: They are the same for each tribe, irrespective of being big or small tribes. They are also “rounded” to 12,000 for each tribe. Both these things are different from Old Testament lists of the tribes, where we find exact and varying numbers.
b.The order of the tribes is remarkable: It is different from any list in the Old Testament.
c.The tribes included are remarkable: Dan is missing, but to bring the number of tribes back to twelve both Joseph and and one of his sons (Manasseh) are included.
Our conclusion must be that this list is symbolic. The numbers do not convey information about how many persons that are saved from each tribe of Israel. Instead it conveys information about who are saved: All those who have been sealed, all the servants of God, all those who belong to him (compare Rom 4:11; Eph 1:13–14). 
	The “one hundred forty-four thousand from all of the tribes of Israel” sealed” and “the great multitude” are the same people – the people of God, the church, the believers, those who have accepted Jesus as their personal savior – presented in two symbolic ways. The context of chapter 7, tells us that these two groups both represent God’s people in this world during the period of great tribulation (seals 1–5). It is not a picture of God’s people in the future in heaven. God’s people are safe (“sealed”) in the midst of all the troubles of this present world. 

“It is here and now, in this life, that they serve in God’s temple – not in the hieron, the outer court [of the temple], but in the naos, the innermost sanctuary. It is in this life that he spreads his tabernacle, his tent, over them (v 15). Tabernacle and temple, in the Old Testament God’s own dwelling places, are now the dwelling-place of his people” (Wilcock). Compare Eph 2:5–6 (v 7 in Kannada NIBV): “It is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.” Here Paul describes God’s people in this present world (all we who have been saved) as sitting with God in Christ in the heavenly realms.
	The chapter divisions in our Bibles misguide us as we try to figure out why the descriptions of the “one hundred forty-four thousand” and the “great multitude” are placed between the sixth and the seventh seal. We are misguided in three ways:

a.Chapter 7 answers a question that is found at the end of chapter 6.
b.Chapter 8 begins with the seventh seal, which belongs to the first six seals in chapter 6. 
c.Because of this, it is difficult for us to picture the people of God as safe (described in chapter 7) in the midst of this present evil world (“the great tribulation”, seals 1–5) and through the destruction of this present world (seal 6) into the future (seal 7).
	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.A seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God: Signifies that they belong to God, that they are God’s protected and saved people.
b.One hundred forty-four thousand from all the tribes of Israel: Signifies all God’s people, all those who have accepted Jesus as their personal savior, not only saved Jews. Compare Paul in Eph 3:6: The Gentiles are heirs together with Israel. Together they are members of one body. Through the gospel, they are together partakers in the promise in Christ Jesus.
c.Spread his tent over them: Signifies that the church in this world is God’s dwelling-place and that he is with his people through the tribulations of this present life. Compare Paul words in 1 Cor 3:16: Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?
(Go to Study 15)
 
Answers 15: The golden censer, 8:2–5
Text questions
	The angel with the golden censer first gets a lot of incense. It is not clear if that incense is the same thing as the prayers of all the believers, or if the angel mixes the prayers with the incense. Then he places this on the golden altar and offers it to God. Finally he takes fire from the altar and puts it into the censer and throws it on the earth.

	When the censer is thrown on the earth there is lightning, thunder and an earthquake. It is like the raising of a curtain at the beginning of a dramatic show.

	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.The seven trumpets: Warnings for the world
b.The smoke of the incense: The prayers of God’s people
c.The golden altar: Symbolizes both “sacrifice” (the martyrdom of the saints) and “incense” (the prayers of God’s people).
Think and discuss
	There must be a close link between the trumpets and the smoke of the incense. In v 2 the angels with the trumpets are introduced. Then we see the angel with the censer in v 3–5. He places the censer on the golden altar to bring the prayers of all the saints before God. There is only one altar in Revelation, and in 6:9–10 we saw that the Christian martyrs were under the altar and they were praying to God for justice. The censer is then filled with fire from the altar and thrown on the earth. The next thing that happens is the sounding of the first trumpet (8:6–7). So the trumpet events are presented as the result of the prayers of God’s people.

	How could the censer with the fire from the altar be thrown on the earth, if the earth was already destroyed in 6:11–16 (the sixth seal)? Again the answer to this question has to do with the structure of Revelation. John has the vision of the seven trumpets after he has had the vision of the opening of the seven seals. But that is not the chronological order of the events described. This we understand when we compare the sixth seal (6:12–16) with the seventh trumpet (11:15–18). Both describe the same event, the day of the Lord. So we must interpret the seals and the trumpets as covering the same time period but from two different perspectives. Seal 1–5 and trumpet 1–6 both cover the period of the church, the time between Jesus’ ascension and his second coming. The seals do it from the perspective of “suffering for God’s people in this world,” the trumpets do it from the perspective of “warnings for the world.”

(Go to Study 16)
 
Answers 16: The first six trumpets, 8:6–9:21
Text questions
	This happens as the first four trumpets are sounded:

a.The first trumpet: Hail and blood destroys a third of the earth.
b.The second trumpet: A third of the sea and what is in it is destroyed (turned into blood).
c.The third trumpet: A third of the earth’s sweet water is destroyed and many people are killed.
d.The fourth trumpet: Partial darkness strikes the earth.
	The eagle calls out three woes to warn the “the inhabitants of the earth” that they can expect three more trumpets. 

	When the fifth trumpet is sounded John sees that a star has fallen from the sky to the earth and he was given the key to the shaft leading down to the Abyss.

	“Apollyon” means “destruction” in Greek and the name refers to Satan.

	When the sixth trumpet is sounded the four angels of destruction are released to kill a third of mankind.

	The sixth trumpet did not result in anything. In spite of so many people killed the survivors did not take the warning seriously. They did not repent, but they continued with their idol worship, their magic and their ungodly way of life.

Think and discuss
	When we compare 6:9 (the fifth seal) with 9:4 (the fifth trumpet) we understand the different perspectives of the seals and the trumpets. The seals show this present evil world from the perspective of God’s people: suffering for the world in general (God’s creation, including the believers). Consequently, in 6:9 it is the Christians who are suffering. The trumpets show suffering for the world of the ungodly. Consequently, in 9:4 it is the “people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads” who are tortured by the locusts. The point is made even clearer by the call of the eagle. The three woes (which refer to the three last trumpets) are to “the inhabitants of the earth,” the people who do not belong to God. From this we can understand that also the four first trumpets concern “the inhabitants of the earth.” 

	There could be three reasons why the first six trumpets partly parallel the plagues over Egypt:

a.To show that “the inhabitants of the earth” are just as unrepentant as the Egyptians (represented by Pharaoh) in spite of the disasters that come over the earth.
b.To show that God is at work. Pharaoh finally had to realize that God was more powerful than his own magicians. 
Wilcock: “The supernatural events of the Bible are concerned not with ‘How?’; but with ‘Who?’ and ‘Why?’ Trumpet 4 again points us back to the book of Exodus, where the importance of the plagues which struck Egypt was precisely that men could not understand how they happened, and had to admit that God was at work (Ex. 8:7, 18 f.).”
c.In the Old Testament “Egypt” often symbolizes enmity to God, “anti-God”. The New Testament equivalent would be “anti-Christ.”
	– 

(Go to Study 17)
 
Answers 17: The little scroll; the meaning of the last trumpet, 10:1–11
Text questions
	The angel, who came down from heaven, was impressive looking and huge (one foot on the sea and one foot on the land). He was dressed in a cloud and had a rainbow above his head. His face shone bright and he had strong pillar-like legs. His voice was like the roaring of a lion.

	The scroll that the angel held in his hand was small (so it was not the scroll with the seven seals, the one in chapter 6) and it was open. A voice from heaven told John to take the scroll and eat it. It tasted sweet in his mouth but turned bitter in his stomach.

	The angel’s message was that there would be no more delay. The sounding of the seventh and last trumpet would fulfill the mystery of God, just as his prophets had foretold.

	After he had eaten the scroll, John was told to prophesy again about the nations and their rulers.

	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.Seal up what the seven thunders have said: The message of the seven thunders was not to be revealed at that time.
b.The little scroll: The gospel and the preaching of the gospel
c.The mystery of God: The message of God saving the world through Jesus
Think and discuss
	The message of the seven thunders could perhaps be found in Ps 29 and by answering the following questions:

a.What does David exhort the people to do (v 1–2)? Answer: The people must recognize the Lord’s might, glory, strength, splendor and holiness and they must worship him.
b.How is the Lord’s voice described (v 3)? Answer: It thunders.
c.How is the Lord himself described (v 10)? Answer: As the enthroned king.
d.How many times do you find the expression “the voice of the Lord”? Answer: Seven (Note: the Kannada NIBV translation has a synonym in v 8)
e.How or where is “the voice of the Lord” manifested (v 5–9a)? Answer: In his creation.
f.What is the result of “the voice of the Lord” (v 9b)? Answer: All his people should give him glory.
g.So, what could have been the message of the seven thunders? Answer: That God has revealed himself beyond any doubt!
	It is not stated why John was told not to record the message of the seven thunders, so we have to guess. 

I think that Wilcock’s suggestion makes good sense: “Perhaps it is not good for Christians to know how very numerous are his warnings for the world, or they might desist from their own duty of evangelizing”.
	There is comfort for God’s people in the angel’s message that there will be no more delay because it answers the prayers of the Christian martyrs in 6:10 (Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood? – the fifth seal). There is comfort for suffering believers to know that there is a limit to God’s patience with the wickedness of this fallen world. Trumpets 1–6 show that there have been enough warnings. Now the time has come for the seventh trumpet – the fulfillment of God’s salvation plan.

	The gospel and the preaching of the gospel (the little scroll) is both sweet and bitter. 

Wilcock: “every Christian will agree with the testimony that the first taste of the gospel is, to them, one of great sweetness: saints of all ages have found it so (Ps 19:10; 119:103). But there is bitterness in it when they proclaim it to the unbelieving world, for it speaks of estrangement from God, and wrath and hell for those who will not repent.”
(Go to Study 18)
 
Answers 18: The two witnesses, 11:1–14
Text questions
	John was told to use the reed to measure the inner part and the altar of God’s temple.

	John was told not to measure the outside court of the temple, because it had been given over to ungodly people.

	The two witnesses can be described like this:

a.They had been given power from God to witness and prophecy.
b.Their time of ministry was 1,260 days (this is the same as 3 ½ years or 42 months). This time period represents the church age (the time between Jesus’ ascension and his return).
c.They had power that reminded the readers of Revelation of Moses and Elijah in the Old Testament (who also were with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration).
d.When their time was over they were killed by the beast and exposed to the unbelievers for three and a half days, who celebrated their death with great joy. Then the witnesses were raised to heaven with a bang, as the seventh trumpet was about to be sounded.
See also the answer to Think and discuss 3.
	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.Clothed in sackcloth: They were prophets with a very serious message.
b.Measure the temple of God and the altar: The temple (its inner parts) and the altar symbolize the church. And the measuring symbolizes God’s knowledge of the church and his protection of it.
c.They will trample on the holy city: The unbelievers will oppress the believers.
d.Forty-two months: Symbolizes the church age, the period between Jesus’ ascension and his second coming.
e.My two witnesses: Symbolize the church and its witnessing ministry during the church age.
Think and discuss
	We can draw two conclusions from a comparison between 11:1–2 (which takes place between trumpets 6 and 7) and 7:1–17 (which takes place between seals 6 and 7):

a.God’s people are kept safe as this present world comes to an end. “Counting” and “measuring” both signify that the believers are known to God and thereby safe.
b.The opposition from the ungodly has become worse with the trumpets, as they are now (symbolically) trampling even the holy city and the outer courtyard of the temple.
	It is reasonable to interpret the two witnesses symbolically:

a.Because the context is symbolical: 
	The inner parts of the temple stands for the church and its measuring stands for God’s protection.

	The Gentiles trampling on the holy city stands for the severe oppression of the believers by the unbelievers. 

	The forty-two months (and the 1,260 days) stand for the church age.

b.Because the context is world-wide ministry: You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations languages and kings (10:11): So the context is not limited to literal Jerusalem.
c.Because the description of the two witnesses and their ministry is symbolical – for details see the next question.
d.Because Revelation defines the people of God (the church) by the expression “those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony [the “witness”] of Jesus” (6:9; 12:17; compare 17:6; 19:10).
	This is how I would interpret the passage about the two witnesses:

a.They are the church among the Gentiles of this world speaking God’s truth to the inhabitants of this world. Note that “lampstand” was used in chapter 1 to symbolize the church.
b.Their dress (sackcloth) shows that their message is a serious one.
c.The church is involved in power ministry similar to that of the greatest Old Testament prophets, Moses and Elijah (v 6). 
d.The ministry of the church is world-wide: The expression “lie in the streets of the great city” (v 8) symbolizes the world, and “men from every people...” will gaze on their bodies (v 11).
e.The ministry of the church is also symbolized by the “solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lights on it, with seven channels to the lights” in Zech 4:2. The church is Spirit-filled and it shines God’s light into this dark world.
f.The testimony of the church is valid, because it is represented by two witnesses (compare John 8:17).
g.The church is protected by God: It is dangerous for the world to try to harm it (v 5).
h.The church will faithfully carry on with its ministry (its testimony) as long as the church age lasts – until the Lord’s day (v 7).
i.At the end of this period there will be a short time (3 ½ days) when it looks as if the evil forces have conquered the church (v 7–10; compare 1 Thess 2:3; Matt 24:11–12). 
j.But after this short time, the world will realize that God was with his people (breath of life from God entered them) to protect them until the end (v 11–14).
(Go to Study 19)
 
Answers 19: The seventh trumpet, 11:15–18
Text questions
	The sounding of the seventh trumpet signified the end of this world and the fulfillment of God’s eternal kingdom.

	The kingdom of the Lord can be described like this:

a.It is the kingdom of the Lord and his Christ. So the Father and the Son will reign together.
b.God will reign for ever and ever. So it is an everlasting kingdom.
Think and discuss
	The reason why the twenty-four elders used a shorter description of God (Lord God, the Almighty, the One who is and who was) this time (instead of who is, and who was, and who is to come, 1:4) could be that God’s reign had already begun, so there was no longer any “future.”

	The seventh trumpet could be called “the final woe” because it has brought an end to the sinful world. There is no longer any room for repentance, only judgment remains. The “woe” is indeed “final”!

	This is how the twenty-four elders described the beginning of God’s powerful rule in v 17–18:

a.The rebellion of the ungodly people of this world has been brought to an end with arrival of the day of God’s wrath.
b.Now the time has come for God’s judgment. This means that the dead will be judged, and those who have caused the destruction of God’s creation will themselves be destroyed.
c.But the day has also come for God to reward his people. All those who “fear God” will be rewarded. But God will also reward “his servants the prophets”, those who have spoken his word throughout the ages.
(Go to Study 20)
 
Answers 20: The woman and the dragon, 11:19–13:1
Text questions
	This is how the woman is described:

a.She is a “sign.”
b.She is clothed in the sun.
c.She stands on the moon.
d.On her head is a crown (a crown of victory, not a crown of royalty) with twelve stars.
e.She is pregnant and about to give birth.
f.She gives birth to a son.
g.She takes refuge in the desert where God provides for her for 1,260 days (or a times, times and half a time).
	This is how the dragon is described:

a.He is also a “sign.”
b.He is great.
c.He has seven heads, ten horns and seven crowns.
d.He sweeps down a third of the stars with his tail.
e.He wants to devour the woman’s son.
f.He fights a war against Michael in heaven.
g.But he is defeated and hurled down to the earth with his angels.
h.He pursues the woman who is taken away from him to the desert.
i.He tries to destroy her in the desert, but fails.
j.Instead he makes war against the woman’s other children, the Christian believers.
	This is how the child is described:

a.He is a boy.
b.He will rule all the nation with an iron rod.
c.He is snatched up to God and to his throne.
	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of the covenant: John sees the spiritual reality of things (“heaven”) and understands that God is truly present (“God’s temple”) and faithful to his people (“the ark of the covenant”).
b.Her child: Jesus
c.A great red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his head: Satan really has princely power on this earth and he uses his power with great force.
d.A woman: She represents the people of God’s covenant (of the Old Testament as well as of the New Testament).
e.The wilderness: A place of security and God’s protection
f.Our brothers: The church, Christian believers
g.The rest of her children: The church, Christian believers
h.1,260 days: The period of the church, the time between Jesus’ ministry, death, resurrection and ascension, and his second coming
i.A time, times and half a time: the same as 1,260 days
Think and discuss
	The context makes it clear that the woman in this passage must be understood as “the people of God’s covenant, of the Old Testament as well as the New Testament”:

a.First we are led to understand that she stands for the people of Israel (echoing Joseph’s dream in Gen 37:9–11 and pointing to Jesus’ human ancestry, Rom 9:5). 
b.Then we find that the dragon goes to war against the rest of her children, who are described as those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus (v 17), undoubtedly referring to the Christian believers. 
c.In addition we see that God keeps her safe in the desert for 1,260 days (v 6), which undoubtedly refers to the time of the church, the period between Jesus’ first and second coming. 
So the woman is both the old Israel and the new Israel. She is the community of the people of God. 
a.As such she can be Jerusalem the bride (21:9–10), Christ’s bride. 
b.But, as Wilcock says, she can also be seen as Jerusalem the mother of the people of God (Gal 4:26–27, where Paul quotes Is 54:1). 
	Answers to the questions based on v 7–12:

a.Verse 10a was fulfilled by Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection (Luk 10:18–20; John 12:31; Matt 12:28: 28:18). So this sentence is not about his second coming, but his first coming.
b.Verse 10b says that the result of the fulfillment of v 10a was that Satan was hurled down (to the earth). 
c.The link between the “hymn of victory” (v 10–12) and the war in heaven between Michael’s forces and the dragon’s forces (v 7–9) is found in the word “now.” 
d.Consequently, we should interpret the war between Michael’s forces and Satan's forces in v 7–9 like this: They describe the same event from two different perspectives. 
e.So Satan and his angels lost “their place in heaven” and were “hurled down to the earth” as a result of Jesus’ earthly ministry and his death and resurrection.
f.The work of Satan according to v 10b is to constantly accuse the Christian believers before God.
g.Verse 11 teaches the church that Satan has already been conquered by Jesus and his work on the cross. So by accepting Jesus as our personal Savior (“by the blood of the Lamb”) and by confessing our faith in him (“by the word of their testimony”) we enter into his victory over Satan. Satan no longer has any power over us (he “has been hurled down”).
h.Satan is furious because he knows that his time is short and that Jesus will soon come back. The people who belong to this earth are the ones who should fear him, because over them he still has power.
(Go to Study 21)
 
Answers 21: The beast out of the sea, 13:1–10
Text questions
	The immediate context of the beast out of the sea is the dragon standing on the seashore. This shows the close connection between the dragon and the first beast.

	The beast out of the sea is described like this (v 1–3):

a.It has ten horns, seven heads and ten crowns.
b.On each head it has a blasphemous name.
c.It looks like a leopard, but has feet like a bear and a mouth like a lion.
d.It received its power, throne and authority from the dragon.
e.It had a fatal wound that had been healed on one of its heads.
f.The whole world was astonished at it and followed it.
	The description of the beast out of the sea echoes the four beasts in Dan 7:2–7. 

These are the main similarities:
a.They came out of the sea. 
b.The same three animals (lion, bear, leopard) are found in both.
c.The ten horns.
These are the main differences:
a.Daniel saw four beasts – but the beast out of the sea is only one.
b.The beast out of the sea seems to combine all the four beasts in Daniel and has even more power: seven heads, ten crowns, worldwide following.
	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.Blasphemous name: It claims to be God.
b.The fatal wound had been healed: Jesus has crushed the power of Satan but he is still active until Jesus’ second coming. 
c.Was given: The dragon (Satan) is behind the beast out of the sea and gives it power and authority.
d.Conquer them: The beast out of the sea can kill their bodies (make them martyrs). But it cannot take away their faith.
Think and discuss
	Daniel’s dream in Dan 7:2–7 (interpreted in Dan 7:16–23):

a.The four beasts do not stand for persons (or kings) but for mighty kingdoms. Consequently, we should not understand the beast out of the sea as a person, but as something to do with kingdoms/governments.
b.The beast out of the sea could be seen as a combination of elements of the four beasts that Daniel saw in his dream. Consequently, we can understand the beast out of the sea in two different ways:
	Either he stands for a kingdom/government that combines the characteristics of Daniels four kingdoms,

	Or he stands for “the summary of ” (or “the principle of” or “the essence of”) ungodly kingdoms and governments in this world. This second alternative makes more sense in the context of Revelation.

	The power of the beast out of the sea could be understood like this in our South Indian context today:

a.Ungodly governments are used by Satan. He controls them, he has given them power.
b.So we should not be surprised if any such government blasphemes God or opposes his people.
c.Ungodly governments have been given the authority and power to oppose God’s people (“make war”), to persecute them, and even to kill them (“conquer them”).
d.But they have no spiritual power over God’s people. They cannot kill the spirit, the faith of the believers (their names are written in the book of life, they belong to the Lamb).
e.The believers must not do like “all the inhabitants of the earth” – be astonished at the powers of governments, or “worship” them (which means to give in to their ungodly demands on God’s people). 
f.The believers must be ready to face the consequences of this “war”: If they are put in prison, or if they are killed – so be it (v 10)!
g.But we know that Satan’s time is limited (“forty-two months” v 5), so we should show patient endurance and faithfulness (v 10). Jesus will soon come back. That will be the end of the beast out of the sea – and of Satan.
(Go to Study 22)
Answers 22: The beast out of the earth, 13:11–18
Text questions
	This is how the beast out of the earth described in v 11:

a.It came out of the earth.
b.It had two horns like a lamb.
c.But it spoke like a dragon.
	This is how the activities of this second beast are described in v 12: 

a.It received his authority from the first beast.
b.It exercised the authority of the first beast.
c.It made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast.
	This is a list of the connections between this second beast and the dragon:

a.It speaks like a dragon. This would indicate that the dragon (Satan) speaks through it.
b.It deceived the inhabitants of the earth. This would indicate that it does the work of the dragon (Satan), who “leads the whole world astray” (12:9) and who is a deceiver by nature.
	For the connections between this second beast and the beast out of the sea see your answers to question 2 above.

	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.Its number is 666: The number symbolizes false ideology/religion. So it is not a code for a person’s name.
b.A mark on his right hand or on his forehead: The mark symbolizes owner-ship and submission.
c.The second beast: It symbolizes the ideological/religious expression of the first beast (who in its turn symbolizes evil government systems inspired by Satan).
Think and discuss
	The the implications of the description of the beast out of the earth in v 11:

a.It almost looks like the Lamb with its two horns.
b.But its voice betrays him: The dragon (Satan) speaks through it.
c.Consequently, it stands for false and deceptive religion. Or perhaps we can rephrase it like this: It is the ideological expression of Satan’s evil government (symbolized by the beast out of the sea).
	The second beast basically stands for false ideology/religion and religious/ideological deception becomes obvious in this passage:

a.It is the beast out of the sea (the evil governmental rule brought forth by the dragon/Satan, 13:1) who has given it the power to deceive.
b.It deceives people
	by looking like the Lamb/Jesus, v 11

	by making the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, v 12

	by performing great and miraculous signs, v 13

	by making the inhabitants of the earth set up an image in honor of the beast, v 14

	by giving breath and power to the image of the first beast, v 15

c.The inhabitants of the earth are deceived by it. But those who believe in Jesus should not be deceived!
d.It controls the daily life of the people by allowing only those who belong to it and who submit to its authority (those who have received its mark on their right hand or on their forehead) to buy and sell.
(Go to Study 23)
 
Answers 23: The Lamb and the 144,000, 14:1–5
Text questions
	The 144,000 are described like this:

a.They were with the Lamb.
b.They had the name of the Lamb and the Father written on their foreheads.
c.They sang a new song before the throne, the living creatures and the elders.
d.They had been redeemed from the earth.
e.They had kept themselves pure, and not defiled themselves with women.
f.They follow the Lamb wherever he goes.
g.They were redeemed from among men.
h.They were firstfruits to God and the Lamb.
i.They are blameless, and there is no lie in their mouths.
	This how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.A new song: This is a song of redemption and vindication. God had done new and marvelous things in their lives.
b.144,000:  This number stands for the church, the Christian believers.
c.Name written on their foreheads: They belonged to the Lamb and they  had accepted his lordship.
d.Not defiled with women: They had not followed the false ideology/religion of the beast. But they had been faithful to the Lamb.
e.Firstfruits: They belonged to God and the Lamb; they were wholly consecrated to God and the Lamb.
Think and discuss
	This is how the theme of Psalm 2 fits into the first three visions of scene 4 in the drama of Revelation:

a.In the first vision (13:5–7) we find that the beast out of the sea is proud and blasphemous. It slanders God’s name, God’s dwelling place and those who live in heaven. It has authority over the nations. In Ps 2:1–3 we find that the nations and their rulers conspire against God and his Anointed One and his people. They speak proud words against God. It is a kind of a parallel.
b.In the second vision (13:11–17) we find that the second beast introduces false worship and control (religious as well as economic) over the people of the earth, forcing them to follow the first beast. In Ps 2:4–6 we find that God has conquered the nations and their kings. He has installed his King (the Anointed One) on Zion, his holy hill. It is a kind of contrast.
c.In the third vision (14:1–5) we find the Lamb standing victorious on Mount Zion with all his followers, who are offered as firstfruits to God. In Ps 2:6–8 we find God’s Son (“the Lamb”) installed on God’s holy hill, Zion. And God will make the nations his inheritance, the ends of the earth his possession; he will rule them with an iron scepter. The Revelation passage clearly echoes Ps 2:6–8.
	These two groups (the 144,000 followers of the Lamb in chapter 14 and the 144,000 sealed from all the tribes of Israel in chapter 7) are one and the same, even if they are described differently. We can conclude that “144,000” symbolizes the church, all Christian believers (whether they have Jewish background or Gentile background, whether they are unmarried or married).

	No! The 144,000 are not “male virgins.” They consist of both men and women who have been faithful to the Lamb and refused to follow Satan and the expressions of his rule in this world. They are the “conquerers” (the “over-comers”) mentioned in the letters to the seven churches in chapter 2–3.

(Go to Study 24)
 
Answers 24: The three angels, 14:6–13
Text questions
	The message of the first angel proclaimed to every nation, tribe, language and people is the eternal gospel. This is the good news about Jesus and his salvation. So we should fear God and give him the glory – and worship him who has provided this salvation for us.

	The message of the second angel is a proclamation of the fall of Babylon, who has deceived and misled the people of the world. But God’s judgment has come upon her.

	This is what the third angel says will happen to those who worship the beast and its image and receive its mark:

a.They will be judged by God in the same way as Babylon was judged.
b.They will suffer for ever and ever.
c.They will never enter into God’s rest.
	The message of the fourth voice from heaven is that now (that the messages of the three angels have been proclaimed) those who die in the Lord (that is, believers in Jesus who die) are blessed. The Spirit confirms this message and explains it: Believers who die will enter into God’s rest, for their deeds (referring to what they have done with Jesus: accepting him as their savior) will follow them and lead them into God’s rest. “Deeds” can, of course, also refer to the faithfulness of the believers. If they remain faithful to Jesus in spite of problems and persecutions, he will be with them and give them his rest now in this present age. And ultimately, when they die, they will enter into God’s eternal rest.

	Use the Comments above to explain the following expressions in the context of this passage. You must use your own words as much as possible:

a.The wine of God’s wrath: This is a metaphor for God’s judgment.
b.Angel: The Greek word means messenger. So the angel has a message to proclaim.
Think and discuss
	The three angels had messages of grace, doom and warning. This is what these three messages are about: 

a.The message of grace means that the gospel is still being proclaimed. There is still an opportunity to accept Jesus as your personal savior. God’s grace will last until the end of the “church age,” until Jesus returns.
b.The message of doom means that Satan is already judged by God. His  representatives in Revelation are “Babylon the prostitute” (see chapter 17), “the beast from the sea” and the “beast out of the earth” (also called “the false prophet”). They seem to control the systems (religious as well as social and economic) of this world and the nations follow them in their rebellion against God. But the truth is that God’s judgment has already fallen on them. Satan received his deadly blow with Jesus’ death and resurrection. And he will be totally destroyed (and with him sin and death) when Jesus returns in full glory.
c.The message of warning is that all those who worship Satan and his agents will be doomed – just as they have already been doomed. So the people of this world must be made aware of their situation. They have a choice. If they choose to continue to follow “Babylon” they will be judged by God. They will never enter his rest but suffer eternal separation from him. But if they choose to accept the message of grace and invite Jesus into their hearts (if they follow him, if they have his name written on their foreheads) they will enter into God’s eternal rest.
	Do you think that these three messages can be understood as the church’s proclamation to the inhabitants of this world all through the “church age”? My own answer to this question is, Yes, I really do!

	–

	–

(Go to Study 25)
 
Answers 25: The harvest of the earth, 14:14–20
Text questions
	There are four persons at work in this passage (v 14–19), and this is what they do:

a.One “like a son of man” seated on a cloud wearing a crown of gold: He is holding a sharp sickle in his hand. He later swings his sickle over the earth and harvests the earth.
b.“Another angel”: He comes out of the temple and tells the person on the cloud to use his sickle and reap.
c.Yet “another angel” comes out of the temple: He too has a sharp sickle in his hand. He later swing his sickle and gathers the grapes of the earth and throws them into the winepress of God’s wrath.
d.Still “another angel”, one in charge of the fire: He comes from the altar and tells the angel with the sickle (referring to the angel just above) to gather the grapes from the earth’s vines.
	The earth was harvested because the time to reap had come and the harvest of the earth was ripe.

	The grapes were gathered because they were ripe They were thrown into the great winepress of God’s wrath outside the city. There they were treaded. Out of the press flowed blood.

	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.Like a son of man: Some interpreters say he is an angel, while others say that he is Jesus.
b.1,600 stadia: God’s judgment covers the whole earth.
c.Harvest: This is a metaphorical expression for the ingathering in of God’s people at the end of the age.
d.Tread the winepress: This is a metaphorical expression for God’s judgment being executed.
Think and discuss
	It is reasonable to understand this passage as two different harvests: 

a.The text separates them. Note the two paragraphs in our Bible translations.
b.Different persons are executing the order to harvest in the two parts of the passage.
c.There is no judgment or God’s wrath mentioned in the first harvest. So this refers to the reaping of the righteous.
d.There is judgment and God’s wrath (and tremendous amounts of blood) mentioned  the ingathering  of the grapes. So this refers to the harvesting of the wicked.
	Some Bible scholars state that the person described as “like a son of man” cannot be Jesus. This could be the basis for such a statement:

a.“Another angel” in verse 15 presupposes that the person mentioned earlier is also an angel. But: John mentions this person again and again – carefully avoiding the word “angel”.
b.This other angel commands the first person to take his sickle and reap. Would it be right for an angel to give an order to Jesus? But: Jesus himself in the gospels (Mark 13:32) says that not even the Son knows the day and the hour – only the Father; so here God the Father uses his angel to tell Jesus that the time to reap has come.
c.The person in verse 17 who has a sickle to reap the grapes is also an angel; so the symmetry of the passage demands the the first and third person are both angels. But: Why would John not use the word “angel” about the first person, in that case.
d.This is Wilcock’s conclusion: So there is nothing in the text that prevents us from understanding that “like a son of man” refers to Jesus. This view is supported by 19:15, where it is clear that it is Jesus who is the executor of God’s wrath and judgment. 
Personally I’m not quite convinced that Wilcock is right, even if the description “like a son of man” seems to point at Jesus (see 1:13). We cannot conclude from 19:15 that Jesus is the person with the first sickle, the one that harvests the earth. What 19:15 actually says is that Jesus is the one who treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. So Jesus is the unnamed person doing the trampling of the winepress in 14:20. 
What is your own conclusion?
(Go to Study 26)
 
Answers 26: A preview of seven angels with seven plagues, 15:1
Note to the teacher
Most students will find study 26 very difficult. I suggest that you use the study like this:
	Go through Comments and Conclusions in class together with the students and explain each point.

	Let the students read through the comments and the conclusions again on their own.

	Answer in class any question that they may have.

	Let the students work through Think and discuss in small groups.

	Go through their answers to Think and discuss in class. Deal in class with any questions or problems.

(Go to Study 27)
 
Answers 27: The song of the conquerors, 15:2–4
Text questions
	This is a list – with explanations – of the points that those who had conquered the beast bring up in their song:

a.God’s deeds are great and marvelous. God is addressed as “Lord God the Almighty” (see note on 4:8). This almighty God has shown his great and marvelous deeds throughout history. In the Old Testament the Exodus Event is the supreme proof of this. But in the longer course of history the Exodus Event is surpassed by the redemption of mankind that God accomplished through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Everybody (including God’s enemies captained by Satan) will ultimately realize this on the day of Jesus’ return.
b.God’s ways are righteous and true. God is described as “King of the nations,” which emphasizes that God is in control of the peoples of the world throughout history. In the short perspective, it may be difficult for us to see God’s justice and truth at work in the history of the nations. But one day – when we will join in the song of the victorious – we will fully realize that God’s ways have been just and true from the creation of the world until the dawn of the new heaven and the new earth.
c.Because of the two previous points, God should be “feared” and receive glory. The Old Testament expression “to fear God” means to honor, respect, obey and love him. We who fear God must also bring glory to his name. This we do not only when we sing songs praising him for his work of deliverance, but also when we live our lives here on this earth in accordance with his will.
d.Another reason for God to be feared and be given glory is that he alone is holy. 
e.All nations will come and worship before God. This we don’t see happening now. Instead we see how people turn their backs to God as they satisfy their own selfish desires. But one day all mankind will come and bow down before him (Is 66:23). That is the day when the song of the victorious will be sung with jubilance.
f.The reason for the nations to come and worship before God is that they have seen and understood his righteous acts during the course of history.
	See the previous question.

Think and discuss
“The followers of the Lamb” in the third vision appear during the drama of history. They stand for the church in opposition to the beast during the period of the church (the time between Jesus’ first and second coming). 
The fifth vision presents the “harvest of the earth” (the Day of the Lord, the day of God’s judgment). In other words it is the second coming of Jesus, and the end of the world as we know it.
The phrase “those who had conquered the beast” describes the church after Jesus’ return and the final defeat of the beast.
Question: Does this seem to be a reasonable answer to you? Why – why not?
(Go to Study 28)
 
Answers 28: Seven angels with seven plagues, 15:5–16:1
Text questions
	One of the four living creatures gives the golden bowls to the seven plague angels.

	The bowls are described like this:

a.They were filled with the wrath of God.
b.They were plagues of God’s wrath.
	A loud voice from the temple orders the angels to pour out the bowls.

	This is how I would explain the expressions in the context of this passage:

a.Smoke: It symbolizes the power and glory of God, his Shekinah (a Hebrew word not found in the Bible meaning “dwelling of God,” referring to his visible presence).
b.Golden sashes across their chests: These symbolized royal and priestly functions of the person wearing them.
c.The four living creatures: They are angelic beings representing God’s created world.
d.The tabernacle of the testimony: This is the place where God meets with people and manifests his holiness.
Think and discuss
	This is why it is appropriate that it is one of the living creatures that gives the golden bowls to the seven plague angels: They represent God’s creation before him, and nature is the agent of God’s punishment in the bowls (compare Judges 5:20). The punishment is seven-fold – it is real!

	The “mood” of this passage can be described with words like these: fear, awe, holiness, wrath, punishment

(Go to Study 29)
 
Answers 29: Seven bowls of God’s wrath, 16:2–21
Comment
Wilcock points out that the connection between scenes is not one of time but one of logic. Suffering will strike the world again and again (the second scene, the seals). God warns that suffering cannot be caused with impunity (the third scene, the trumpets). So when God’s warnings go unheeded, he will in the end punish the wrongdoers (the fifth scene, the bowls). 
Text questions
This is what happens when the seven bowls of God’s wrath are poured out:
	The first bowl: 

a.It was poured out over the land. 
b.It gave all those who had the mark of the beast and worshiped the image ugly and painful boils. 
c.Compare the first trumpet (hail, fire and blood hurled upon the earth, 8:7).
d.It echoes the sixth plague over Egypt.
	The second bowl:

a.It was poured out on the sea. 
b.The sea turned into blood and all living things in the sea died. 
c.Compare the second trumpet (a mountain thrown into the sea and a third of living creatures and ships were destroyed, 8:8–9). 
d.We can see that bowl was worse than the trumpet. It brought total destruction. The bowl was also directed more immediately against life itself.
e.It echoes the first plague over Egypt.
	The third bowl:

a.It was poured over the rivers and springs of water.
b.The water became blood.
c.Compare the third trumpet (A great blazing star fell on the springs of water, and the water turned bitter and many people died, 8:10–11).
	The fourth bowl:

a.It was poured out on the sun.
b.Compare the fourth trumpet (A third of the sun, moon and stars were struck, 8:12).
c.People were scorched. They cursed God, but refused to repent and glorify him.
	The fifth bowl:

a.It was poured over the throne of the beast.
b.Compare the fifth trumpet (A fallen star was given the key to the Abyss which was opened and smoke from it darkened the sun and the sky and brought out locusts of destruction and torment , 9:1–11).
c.The beast’s kingdom was plunged into darkness. People cursed God for their sufferings but refused to repent from their evil ways.
d.It echoes the ninth plague over Egypt.
	The sixth bowl:

a.It was poured out over the great river Euphrates.
b.Compare the sixth trumpet (The four angels of destruction released from the great river Euphrates bringing war and other plagues and death. Those who survived did not repent from their idolatry and immorality, 9:13–21).
c.The river dried out preparing the way for the kings from the east. Three evil sprits performed miraculous signs and went out to gather the kings of the whole world for the battle on God’s great day at Harmageddon.
	The seventh bowl:

a.It was poured out into the air.
b.A loud voice from the throne cried, “It is done!”
c.Compare the seventh trumpet resulting in loud voices in heaven saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever”, 11:15).
Think and discuss
	The punishments that the bowls bring with them are worse than the troubles brought by the bowls in two ways:

a.They are more severe and far-reaching.
b.They are total in the sense that the opportunity for repentance is gone. 
	The first bowl states that ugly and painful boils broke out on the people who had the mark of the beast and worshiped his image. This statement contains a clue about who will not suffer its consequences: Those who have been sealed and who follow the Lamb (the church) will not suffer God’s punishments.

	It is “the angel in charge of the waters” who speaks in v 5 (the third bowl):

a.He says God’s judgments over the rivers and springs of water are just. 
b.It is remarkable that his reaction to the bowls of God’s wrath is not pain, but the recognition of God’s justice. It is as if nature, though knowing that it will suffer when the plagues come, is willing to accept what God is doing pursuance of his scheme of judgment (Wilcock).
	This is how I understand v 7 (the third bowl):

a.Here the “altar” is personified and its speaking for the suffering believers (see 6:9–10, the fifth seal, and comments on v 7).
b.The suffering believers agree with the “angel in charge of the waters” that God’s judgments on the rivers and springs of water are just.
	This is what I notice about the fourth bowl (v 8–9):

a.The people who are struck by its scorching heat curse God. 
b.This shows that they realize God’s presence. But instead of repenting, they curse him.
	This is how I would interpret the fifth bowl (v 10–11):

a.The whole human system is thrown into confusion, as darkness falls on the throne of the beast. it, like the ninth plague of Egypt.
b.The throne of the beast is in some ways Satan’s master stroke. He has invaded the whole structure of society, as first planned by God, and perverted it to his own ends. The “world,” the organization of human society without reference to to God, is the result. It is the Satanic counterpart of God’s society, the church. It is the kingdom of the beast as opposed to the kingdom of Christ. And on this Satanic kingdom the fifth bowl is poured out: and confusion follows (based on Wilcock).
c.Even so, those who bear the mark of the beast will not turn to God. They will suffer – and blame God for their suffering.
	This is how I understand the words “on the great day of God the Almighty” (v 14) as a clue to what the sixth bowl is about: The sixth bowl is about the setting up of the Day of the Lord (compare the great day of the Lord, Zeph 1:14 and many similar expression in the Old Testament prophetic books). Harmageddon is the end. This is the last battle.

	This is how I understand v 15 (Jesus’ words about “like a thief”) being inserted like this:

a.We who worship and serve the Lamb must always be prepared and ready, because we never know exactly when Jesus is coming back. Compare Matt 24:42, 44 (“Watch therefore, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come… Therefore you also must be ready. For the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him”) and 1 Thess 5:2, 4 (For you yourselves know perfectly that this day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night… But you, brothers, are not in darkness that that day would surprise you like a thief).
b.The second coming of Christ is connected in time with Harmageddon and the great day of the Lord Almighty (God’s final judgment).
	What follows “It is done!” (v 17) is the Day of the Lord (or the Day of God’s Wrath, v 19–20).

The pouring out of bowl 7 sweeps away time and history, and replaces them by eternity. When that day comes, it is not only the islands and mountains of God’s earth which will vanish. The cities, the civilization which is the achievement of man’s demon-driven pride, will collapse also. The “great city” is no doubt Babylon, the symbol of the whole Satanic structure. She will be remembered, and under the storm of God’s anger she will disintegrate. With this the divine punishment “is done” (Wilcock).
(Go to Study 30)
 
Answers 30: The woman on the beast, 17:1–18
Text questions
	This is how the angel describes Babylon the Great to John (v 1–2):

a.She is going to be punished.
b.She is a world power (she sits on many waters).
c.She has led the nations and their leaders to worship idols and lead immoral lives (with her the kings of the earth committed adultery).
d.She has also misled the people of the world to lead idolatrous and immoral lives (the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adultery).
	This is how John describes her (v 3–6):

a.She was sitting on a scarlet beast.
b.She was dressed in purple and scarlet and wore lots of jewelry.
c.She had a golden cup in her hand. The cup was filled with idolatry and sins.
d.She should be understood as symbolic (“a mystery”).
e.She had a title written on her forehead which revealed who she was: “Babylon the Great, the mother of prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth”.
f.She was a persecutor of the church (she was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who were witnesses to Jesus).
	When John saw her, he was greatly astonished.

	A comparison between the beast’s “career” (v 8) with Jesus’ (1:17–18):

a.Jesus is described as the living one. He was dead, but now he is alive for ever and ever. He also holds the keys to death.
b.The beast is described in a similar way: he once was, now is not, and is to come. But his career will end in destruction.
	This is how I would explain the conflict in v 12–14:

a.The conflict is between the nations of this world (represented by the ten kings) who stand for Satan’s ungodly and immoral system and the Lamb and his followers.
b.The rule of these ungodly nation will be very short (“one hour”).
c.The Lamb and his followers will be victorious in this conflict.
d.This must be the Harmageddon, the last battle, the end (compare the sixth and seventh bowl in the previous study).
	This is what we find out about the conflict – and its outcome – in v 16–17:

a.There is no description of a battle between the two opposing forces (the ten kings representing Satan’s rule and the Lamb and his followers).
b.Instead there will be a “civil war” within Satan’s forces. Satan will rise up against himself (compare compare Mark 3:23–26). The beast and the kings will hate the prostitute and bring her to ruin. 
c.This will happen in fulfillment of God’s words.
	This is how I would explain the following expressions in the context of this passage:

a.Seven heads and ten horns: Both the heads and the horns symbolize great power. The number of heads and horns shows that this is the beast out of the sea (see 13:1).
b.Mystery: The prostitute is not a real mystery. She is a symbol for something: She represents the whole ideological and religious system of the world in general.
c.Seven heads: Heads stand for power. Seven stands for real power or the essence of power.
d.Seven hills: Hills stand for power. Seven stands for real power or the essence of power.
e.Seven kings: Kings stand for power. Seven stands for real power or the essence of power. The additional usefulness of king as symbol for power (compared with head or hill) is that it can be used with a time aspect: The rule of one king is followed by the rule of the next king and so on.
f.Babylon: The name is symbolic (but it is taken from the ancient city of Babylon in Mesopotamia, which in the Old Testament became a symbol for evil and enmity with God). She represents the whole ideological and religious system of the world in general (so she represents the same aspects of Satan’s activities as the beast out of the earth (who is also called the false prophet).
Think and discuss
	I find Wilcock’s division of the texts in 7:1–19:10 into “seven words about Babylon” useful:

a.It helps me structure the text.
b.It brings out the sevenfold structure which runs right through Revelation.
	The “first word about Babylon” (v 1–6) reveals these things about her:

a.She is influential.
b.She is evil.
c.She is attractive.
d.She is repulsive.
(Go to Study 31)
 
Answers 31: The fall of Babylon, 18:1–24
Text questions
	This is how the angel describes “fallen Babylon” (v 2–3): 

a.As demonic: She is the home for demons and evil spirits.
b.As ritually unclean: She is the haunt for all kinds of unclean and detestable birds.
c.As a seductress: She has seduced the nations with “the maddening wine of her adulteries.”
d.As excessively wealthy and luxurious
	The other angel exhorts God’s people to come out of Babylon (v 4–8) for these reasons:

a.So that they won’t share in her sins.
b.So that they won’t receive her punishment, (receive any of her plagues): bereavement, famine, and destruction by fire.
	These people will mourn the fall of Babylon and for these reasons (v 9–20):

a.The kings of the earth (9), probably because she was the source of their luxuries and because of their own financial loss (v 11).
b.The merchants of the earth (11), because they have lost their business.
c.The shipmasters and their sailors (v 17), because they have lost their business.
	God’s people (saints, apostles, and prophets) will rejoice over the fall of Babylon, because God has judged her for the way in which she has treated them (v 9–20). 

	The mighty angel throws a large millstone into the sea (v 21) as an act symbolizing the death of Babylon. This act echoes Jer 51:63–64 (When you have finished reading this scroll, tie a stone to it and throw it into the Euphrates. Then say, ‘So will Babylon sink to rise no more because of the disasters I am bringing on her. And her people will fall’).

	The death of Babylon (v 21–24): As the millstone sinks under the surface of the water, so Babylon and the civilization that she represents sink with it. Babylon’s death results in the silencing of all human activity:

a.Cultural activity in the form of music cannot be heard any more.
b.Gainful employment is brought to an end.
c.Household work and evening activities are discontinued.
d.Human relationships are gone.
e.Merchants will no longer ply their trade.
	Her fall/her death was the result of God judging (v 20) her evil activities, including the murder of God’s people (v 21–24).

Think and discuss
I agree with Wilcock’s conclusion that the prostitute herself is a spiritual reality greater than any of the sinful cities of the past. Here are two reasons why I do so:
a.Babylon is repeatedly described with words that refers to all nations, many kings, the whole world.
b.She is described with words and expressions that echo God’s warnings for and judgments on at least the five cites mentioned in the notes: historical Babylon in Mesopotamia, Rome, Tyre, Sodom, and Jerusalem.
(Go to Study 32)
 
Answers 32: The doom of Babylon, 19:1–5
Text questions
	This is how God is described in these verses:

a.God is worthy of praise, because salvation, glory and power belong to him.
b.God is just and righteous, because his judgments are true and just.
	God has condemned the great prostitute:

a.Because she corrupted the earth by her adulteries. This means that she (or perhaps rather Satan through her) lured the nations away from God. Instead they turned to the worship of false gods. But through her and her followers Satan also corrupted the the physical earth.
b.Because she (or rather Satan through her) persecuted and killed God’s people (his servants). 
	Those who are praising the Lord for the condemnation of the great prostitute are:

a.Those who are shouting “Hallelujah!” from heaven (v 1). To John this shout sounded like the roar of a great multitude. In chapter 7 we identified the great multitude as God’s people in this world from the perspective of their saved state, those who have come out of the great tribulation and have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb (v 9, 14). It is not clear from chapter 19 if this is the same great multitude, or if it is a multitude of angels in heaven.
b.The twenty-for elders (representing God’s people in the Old Testament and the New Testament, see study 11) and the four living creatures (representing God’s created world, see study 11).
	Babylon is described like this:

a.She is the corrupter of the earth.
b.She is also the killer of God’s people (his servants).
	The voice from the throne asks God’s servants – the people of God, all believers, the church – to praise God. They are described as those who fear God.

Think and discuss
	In the introduction to this study it is stated that John is now “brought back to the eternal perspective of the second scene”. This is how:

Whenever the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures appear in John’s visions, the perspective is God’s throne in heaven (4:4, 6). The elders are seated on twenty-four thrones encircling God’s throne. Also around God’s throne are the four living creatures.
	The statement that God has avenged on her the blood of his servants (v 2) points back to the fifth seal (study 13). This is how:

In the book of Revelation the term “servants” refers to God’s people, the believers, the church. In chapter 6 (the fifth seal of the second scene, which we called “Suffering for the church”) we found the souls of those who had been killed because of the word of God and their testimony (6:9). They called out “Sovereign Lord, how long will it be until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” But they were told to wait a little longer (6:10–11). When John saw the great prostitute in 17:6, he saw that she was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the witnesses to Jesus. Then, as her death is described in the following chapter, the mighty angel explains that in her was found the blood of the prophets and of the saints, and of all who had been killed on earth (18:24). So the question of the martyrs “How long?” in scene 2 has been answered with the judgment, death and condemnation of Babylon, the great prostitute.
	As I study all the references to the “twenty-four elders” (see note on v 4), I arrive at this conclusion about their identity: They represent God’s people (of the Old Testament as well as of the New Testament) before his heavenly throne.

	As I study all the references to the “four living creatures” (see note on v 4), I arrive at this conclusion about their identity: They are a kind of angels (cherubim) who represent God’s created world before his heavenly throne.

(Go to Study 33)
 
Answers 33: The bride, the successor of Babylon, 19:6–10
Text questions
	The shouting of “Hallelujah!” is described like this: John heard something that sounded like a great multitude shouting. Then he adds two more similes: like the voice of rushing water; like the sound of thunder. This time it seems to refer to the multitude of the saved. In v 1 “the great multitude” referred either to that group or to a multitude of angels.

	These are the reasons they (the people of the great multitude) give for their praise:

a.God reigns.
b.The time has come for the wedding of the Lamb.
	The Lamb’s bride is described like this:

a.She has made herself ready.
b.Her clothes – pure linen, bright and clean – were given her to wear.
	Those invited to the Lamb’s wedding supper are called “blessed” by the angel.

	It was wrong for John to fall down in worship to an angel – however solemn the occasion. Only God must be worshiped.

Think and discuss
	In the introduction to this study it was claimed that with this the seventh word of the sixth scene we are “again taken beyond the end of history.” This is  the aspect of eternity that we find in v 6–8: We are introduced to the successor of Babylon, the bride of the Lamb. In this world she was Babylon’s rival. In eternity she is her successor. So we can say that the prostitute is succeeded by the bride of the Lamb.

	“These are true words of God” (v 9): I think this expression refers to all that has happened in the sixth scene. So “God’s true words” includes all the seven “words” (or sections of chapters 17–19), not only to the “blessing” in 19:9. Babylon is truly gone and the time for her successor, the bride/the new Jerusalem, has truly come. 

	I understand the bride as both “society and ideology” combined. The bride  must represent a society, a fellowship of believers, the church. So in that sense she is the counterpart of the beast that Babylon rode on. But the bride is also the new Jerusalem (see chapter 21) and in this passage she succeeds Babylon, who we have understood as the message or the ideology of godless society. So the bride also stands for the message/the ideology of God’s kingdom.

	In this passage we get a first introduction to the bride (she will later be given the whole final scene, the eighth scene). As I compare her to her predecessor, Babylon, I draw the following conclusions:

a.Babylon is described at great length. But the bride is described very briefly. Of course, she will get more attention later.
b.Babylon is described with a lot of detail: her appearance, her dress, her “mystery, ” her identity, her judgment, her fall, her mourners, her death. The bride, on the other hand, is dressed very simply, and very little is said about those around her: her bridegroom; her followers/those invited to the wedding feast.
c.Babylon is described as extravagant, sinful, shameful, appalling – altogether very negatively. The bride is pure. The description of her is very positive.
	The two aspects of the description of the Bride seem contradictory: 

a.On one hand she has made herself ready for her wedding.
b.On the other hand her clothes (symbolizing her righteousness) have been given to her to wear. 
I draw the following conclusions as I compare that contradictory description with Paul’s exhortation to the believers in Philippi (Phil 2:12–13) and his understanding of the relationship between Christ and the church as expressed in Eph 5:25–27:
a.We have the same contradiction in Phil 2:12 where the Philippians are told to continue to work out their salvation with fear and trembling. But in the following verse  we see that it is actually God who works in them. 
b.Also in Eph 5:25–27 we find that it is actually Christ who makes the believers holy and blameless. 
c.Back to the bride: It’s all actually the work of God:
	The destruction of old Babylon (scene 6)

	The creation of new Jerusalem (scene 8)

(Go to Study 34)
 
Answers 34: The rider on the white horse, 19:11–16
Text questions
	We know that a new scene starts with 19:11 because of the expression “I saw heaven opened.” Similar expressions can be found at the opening of the second, fourth and fifth scenes. 

	Here are the seven visions of this scene (19:11–21:8):

a.First vision 19:11–16: The rider on the white horse
b.Second vision 19:17–18: The great supper of God/His victory is sure
c.Third vision 19:19–21: His enemies are doomed
d.Fourth vision 20:1–3: Satan
e.Fifth vision 20:4–10: The church
f.Sixth vision 20:11–15: The last judgment
g.Seventh vision 21:1–8: The new age
	This is a list of how the rider on the white horse is described:

a.He has several names: “Faithful and True”; a name nobody knows but himself; “King of kings, and Lord of lords” on his robe and his thigh; “Word of God”.
b.He is a just judge and a just warrior.
c.His eyes are like flames of fire.
d.He has many royal crowns on his head.
e.He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood.
f.He is followed by the armies of heaven, also on white horses.
g.He rules the nations with an iron rod.
h.He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.
Think and discuss
	The white horse (v 11) cannot be the same as the white horse in 6:2:

a.The contexts make it impossible: The rider on the white horse in chapter 6 appears in the context of “suffering for the church.” The rider in chapter 19 appears in the context of God’s rule and judgment.
b.The way they are described also shows that they are not the same person (or symbolize the same concept): The rider on the white horse in chapter 19 is easy to identify as a divine king. The rider in chapter 6 only has the weapons of war and conquest.
c.So the only thing that the two riders have in common is that they are riding on a white horse.
	Here are the clues that show that the rider on the white horse is Jesus:

a.His names:
	Faithful and True: Jesus is called “the faithful witness” in 1:5 and “the faithful and true witness” in 3:14.

	The Word of God: Jesus is called “the Word” in John 1.

	King of kings, and Lord of lords: The Lamb/Jesus is called that in 17:14.

b.The ways in which he is described:
	Eyes like flames of fire: That is how Jesus is described in 1:14 and 2:18.

	Many crowns on his head: Jesus is King of kings.

	His robe is dipped in blood: This probably an echo from the description of the Lord as Avenger and Judge in Is 63:1–3. But it could also refer to the blood of Christ shed to atone for sin.

	His followers: The Lamb and his followers were earlier pictured in 14:4 and 17:14.

	His duties: 

-He rules the nations with an iron rod: This fulfills the Old Testament prophecy about the rule of God’s Anointed, the Messiah, the Christ.
-He treads the winepress: God the Father has given the Son of Man authority to judge (John 5:27).
	The rider on the white horse (Jesus) is also described as God:

a.As the Word (John 1:1)
b.As faithful and true (Deut 7:9; 32:4)
c.As king and ruler  (Ps 47:6; 89:18; 22:28)
d.As judge (Ps 7:11; 50:6)
	The “armies of heaven” following the rider on the white horse most probably consists of two groups:

a.God’s heavenly host, the angels
b.The followers of the Lamb, the redeemed believers, the church
	The apparent contradiction about the “name” in this passage can be solved like this:

The contradiction is only apparent. That nobody knows his name is a metaphorical expression for the fact that nobody has power over him. So this expression actually carries the same idea as “he is King of kings and Lord of lords” – he is above everybody; he is God. The name “the Word of God” also signifies his identity as God, so this again is not the rider’s personal name. He is also called “Faithful and True”, which refers to his character and not to his personal name. As a matter of fact, the rider’s name is not mentioned in this passage. He is Jesus, the Lamb of God.
	In the introduction to this study it is stated that there “is nothing in the scene that makes it absolutely necessary for us to interpret it as a description of an event in the future – what Christ is going to do. Instead it seems to paint a stern and solemn picture of who Christ truly is.” Do you agree? Why – why not?

Answer: Many Bible scholars don’t agree. Instead, they understand this passage as a vision of  the return of Christ at the end this age.
Personally I think that it is better (with Wilcock) to understand this passage as a vision of “The Captain of the Armies of Heaven” in the sense that it is s description of a spiritual truth during the church age, the period between Jesus’ first and second coming. This means that the vision describes who Jesus is today. There are at least three good reasons for this understanding:
a.There is no “action” in this vision. The rider on the white horse is not arriving on the scene, he is already there. Also, he doesn’t ride out to conquer or to judge. It is more a description of who he is now, than what he will do at his second coming.
b.There is a strong “present tense feeling” to this picture. All the verbs (except one) are in the present tense. And the exception is a quotation from Ps 2, which is a prophecy about the Messiah, whose arrival, of course, lay in the future at the time of the writing of the psalm.
c.The reference to his followers isn’t necessarily a reference to the future: God’s angels are at his disposal now (Matt 4:6). And in study 23 we understood the Lamb’s followers to be his redeemed, the believers, the church now, those who had his name and his Father’s written on their foreheads.
(Go to Study 35)
 
Answers 35: His victory is certain; his enemies are doomed, 19:17–21
Text questions
	The angel standing in the sun has a terrible invitation. He invites all the birds in the air to “God’s great supper,” which consists of the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men, horses and riders, the flesh of all people. This “supper” echoes Ezek 39:17–20, which describes God’s punishment of Israel’s enemies.

	The war between the rider on the white horse and the kings of the earth never takes place in the text. It seems as if God’s enemies go to war against Christ and his heavenly army – but as they do so, the battle is already over, and the beast and the false prophet are captured and destroyed.

	The beast and the false prophet are first captured. Then they are thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulphur.

	The kings of the earth and their armies are killed with a sword that comes out of the mouth of the rider on the white horse (Christ). The sword is an Old Testament metaphor for punishment and judgment.

Think and discuss
	The chronological relationship between the first two visions of this seventh scene can be understood like this: The first vision (the rider on the white horse) gives a picture of Christ in command of God’s heavenly army. The second vision (the invitation to “God’s supper”) makes it clear that Christ will always be victorious. There is never any doubt about the outcome of the battle between God’s forces and Satan’s forces.

	In the light of the second vision (the invitation to “God’s supper”), the outcome of the last battle (the kings of the earth making war against Christ in the third vision) is decided even before it starts. Christ has already won over Satan. He did so when he died on the cross and rose from the dead on the third day.

	Compare v 20 with 13:11–18. What is your conclusion about the identities of “the beast” and “the false prophet” in this passage? Note: In scene 6 they appear as the scarlet beast and the great prostitute. Also compare Eph 6:12.

Answer: The beast in 19:20 is the beast out of the sea of chapter 13 (representing Satan’s evil society). The false prophet is the beast out of the earth of chapter 13 (representing Satan’s false ideology and religion). Together with Satan these are the rulers, the authorities, the powers, the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms that Paul writes about in Eph 6:12.
	Compare v 20 (the destruction of the beast and the false prophet) with the events of 14: 8–11, 17–20; 16:17–20; 17:14, 15–17 and chapter 18. Also consider Jesus’ words in Matt 13:40–42. Do all these texts describe the same event? Why – why not?

Answer: I think that all these passages refer to the same event – but seen from different perspectives and with varying degrees of detail. That event is the “Day of the Lord,” when Christ will come back in power to judge, defeat and destroy all Satan’s forces and usher in the Kingdom of God in its full glory.
(Go to Study 36)
 
Answers 36: Satan bound for a thousand years, 20:1–3
Text questions
	 “The dragon” described like this:

a.He is the ancient serpent (the one who deceived Eve and Adam in the garden at Eden).
b.He is the devil (the Greek words means “slanderer”).
c.He is Satan (the Greek word means “adversary”).
	The dragon was seized, bound, and thrown into the abyss, which was locked and sealed over him. This was to keep him from deceiving the nations any more until his time (the thousand years) was over.

	After the thousand years the dragon will be set free for a short time.

Think and discuss
	I think that at least these expressions in this text require metaphorical or symbolic interpretation:

a.Key: This word is often used metaphorically in the Bible, even in Revelation (1:18; 3:7; 9:1). Jesus uses “keys” metaphorically in Matt 16:19 and Luk 11:52). It is also hard to visualize a literal “key” to the abyss in the hand of an angel.
b.Abyss: It is almost impossible to visualize a literal “abyss” which could lock up demons and Satan, who are spiritual and not physical beings (compare Paul’s words in Eph 6:12: For our struggle is not against enemies of flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places).
c.A great chain: How can a literal (and therefore physical) chain be used to bind spiritual beings?
	In v 1 we see Satan seized and bound. Compare that fact with Jesus’ words about Satan in Luk 11:17–21 (also told in Mark 3:23–27 and Matt 12:25–29). In these three gospel passages Jesus speaks in “parable” about Satan as a fully armed strong man, who is guarding his house and possessions until someone stronger (Jesus himself) attacks him, overpowers him, removes his weapons, and takes spoils from him. Is it possible to understand Jesus’ teaching as a “binding of Satan” – a binding that took place with Jesus’ first coming as he brought with him the Kingdom of God through his life and ministry? 

My own answer is that it is very reasonable. The context of Jesus’ teaching about “a strong man” is that the Jewish leaders were questioning Jesus’ powers to drive out demons. They claimed that he did it by Beelzebub, the prince of demons (the devil, Satan). This Jesus denies. No, he is not driving out demons by Beelzebub, but by God’s power (by the finger of God), which shows that the Kingdom of God has come to them. So by driving out demons as part of his earthly ministry, Jesus was demonstrating that Satan (in spite of being “a strong man”) had been seized and bound. Jesus has “tied up” (Mark 3:27) the strong man (limiting Satan’s power) in order to “enter his house and carry off his possessions.” Jesus, so to say, entered Satan’s territory and delivered people from demonic powers, when he healed the sick, offered them eternal life, and saved them from Satan.
	In the introduction to this study it is said that Satan – since the time of Jesus’ ministry in Palestine – no longer can “deceive people like he used to do.”

I agree with that view, even if it at first seems wrong: Aren’t people  (nations) deceived by the work of the devil in our days? So, how can you say that he doesn’t do so? Surely this statement must belong to a future millennium when Satan is really bound!
But consider theses New Testament references:
a.Simeon in the temple taking baby Jesus in his arms praising God for fulfilling his promises of salvation, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel (Luk 2:25–32; Gen 22:18; Is 49:6)
b.The undeceiving of the nations was foreshadowed during Jesus’ earthly ministry: 
	The wise men from the east bowed down and worshiped him (Matt 2:1, 9–12). 

	The centurion at Capernaum put his trust in Jesus for the healing of his servant (Matt 8:5–13). 

	The Canaanite woman’s daughter was delivered from demon-possession (Matt 15:21–28).

	The Greeks who came to see Jesus during the Feast of Tabernacles (John 12:20–22)

	The Roman centurion at the cross (Luk 23:47)

c.The expansion of the early church as the gospel was preached:
	The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2)

	The revival in Samaria (Acts 8)

	Cornelius and his household (Acts 10)

	The church in Antioch (Acts 11:19–21)

	And so on …

d.Since the time of Christ the gospel has been made available to all nations. It is a universal gospel in a way it never was before that time (compare Paul’s sermon in Athens: In the past God overlooked ignorance such as idol worship, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, Acts 17:30). Compare these New Testament references:
	Jesus’ words in Matt 24:14: And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

	Jesus’ words in Mark 13:10 about when the end would come: And the gospel must first be preached as a testimony to all the nations.

	Paul’s testimony to the ministry of the gospel: This is the gospel that you heard and which has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel (Col 1:23). So around AD 60, Paul could confidently claim that the gospel had been made available to all. The age of ignorance was already over. The gospel had already become universal.

Wilcock concludes: “It seems therefore to be quite in accord with Scripture to see in the millennium of Revelation 20:3 a period during which Satan is no longer able to keep in his custody the nations which, till Christ came to bind him and steal away from him, were altogether in his power. … Every time we see a new convert added to the church, Satan’s inability to deceive the nations is proclaimed afresh. The ‘thousand years’, which in our view began with Christ’s first coming, are thus still in progress.. … But at the end of that period there will come a time … when ‘for a little while’ Satan will be freed from the restraints which the church age has placed on him.”
	These are my conclusions, as I compare 20:3 with Paul’s teaching in 2 Thess 2:1–12:

a.They seem to refer to the same events. The verse in Revelation is metaphorical/symbolic (in the style of an apocalyptic text). Paul’s text is literal (in the style of a letter to a historical church).
b.Like this:
	The binding of Satan for a thousand years in Revelation corresponds to the holding back of the man of lawlessness (the man doomed to destruction, the one who will proclaim himself to be God) in Paul’s text.

	The setting free of Satan for a short time in Revelation corresponds to the occurrence of the rebellion and the revealing of the man of lawlessness in Paul’s text. (The coming of the lawless one is apparent in the work of Satan with his counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders (2 Thess 2:9).

Then our Lord Jesus Christ will be came back (2 Thess 2:1) and Satan will be thrown into the lake of burning sulphur (Rev 20:10).
(Go to Study 37)
 
Answers 37: They reigned with Christ for a thousand years, 20:4–10
Text questions
	This passage can be divided into two sections like this:

a.Verse 4–6 is about the church reigning with Christ.
b.Verse 7–10 is about the “last battle” and the end of Satan.
	In the first section John sees thrones on which the souls of those who had been beheaded (symbolizing the church) are seated. They had not followed Satan but the Lamb. They had received Jesus’ salvation, so they had entered from death to life: They had experienced the first resurrection. Now they reign with Christ during the church age (and for ever).

	In the second section we find out what will happen at the end of the church age (when the thousand years are over). Satan will be released for a short time and gather his armies for the “last battle” – a final attack on God’s people. But there is no real battle, as the spiritual battle was already won with the death and resurrection Jesus. Satan is thrown into the lake burning with sulphur. And that will be the end of him and his activities.

	We learn these things about those who take part in the first resurrection:

a.They had not worshiped the beast or its image, and they had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands.
b.They lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.
c.They are blessed and holy.
d.The second death will have no power over them.
e.They will be priests of God and of Christ for a thousand years.
	Satan’s “career” ends in the lake of burning sulphur. There he will be tormented day and night together with the beast and the false prophet forever and ever.

Think and discuss
	I think that these eight expressions require metaphorical or symbolic interpretation:

a.Thrones (v 4): Throne is a very common biblical symbol for “power and authority.” 
b.Souls of those who had been beheaded (v 4): This cannot be visualized: how could John have seen souls of dead people? 
c.The four corners of the earth (v 8): This is a traditional metaphor for “the whole earth.” 
d.Gog and Magog (v 8): These two names echo a prophecy in Ezekiel. Gog is an ungodly king from Magog who attacks the Israelites but is defeated by God himself in a way that symbolizes God’s final day of judgment. Here in Revelation the names are used symbolically for “all ungodly people.” 
e.Battle (v 8): It would be impossible for all the nations in the world to march to battle. So the word must be symbolic for Satan’s final attack on God’s people.
f.In number they are like the sand on the seashore (v 8): A typical hyperbole (a figure of speech using exaggeration). Compare Gen 22:17 and 32:12 (God’s promise of descendants like the sand of the sea/seashore); Gen 41:49 (Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea); and Josh 11:4 (a huge army, as numerous as the sand on the shore).
g.They marched across the breadth of the earth (v 9): “Breadth of the earth” stands for “the whole earth.” So this is also a hyperbole.
h.Surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city (v 9): “The saints” must refer to God’s people, the church (in the context of Revelation). So their “camp” must be metaphorical, referring to the believers who are pilgrims in this world. “The beloved city” would be the city of Jerusalem in the Old Testament context. But in the context of Revelation “Jerusalem” is the bride of the Lamb, the church (see 21:2).
	–

	In the introduction to this study it is said that the phrase “the souls of those who had been beheaded” refers to “the church that reigns with Christ throughout the church age”.

I agree with the statement that, in the context of the whole book of Revelation, – the best way to understand the phrase “the souls of those who had been beheaded” (20:4) as a reference to the persecuted – but triumphant – church which reigns, ministers and judges with Christ in the period between Jesus’ first and second coming. A main theme of the book is the church in this world in the perspective of the cosmic battle between God/the Lamb and Satan/the beast/the false prophet or the prostitute.
(Go to Study 38)
Answers 38: The last judgment, 20:11–15
Text questions
	We find out this about “earth and sky”:

a.They fled from the presence of him who sat on the great white throne.
b.The reason for this was that there was no place for them.
	We find out this about “the dead”:

a.They were both “great and small.”
b.They were standing before the great white throne.
c.They came from the sea and “death and Hades.”
d.They were judged according to what they had done.
	We find out this about “death and Hades”:

a.They had to give up the dead that were in them.
b.They were thrown into the lake of fire.
Think and discuss
	I agree with the statement that “this sixth vision also leads to some kind of dramatic end.” This passage is really very dramatic. And it covers more than one “end”:

a.The flight of earth and sky is very dramatic.
b.The end of death and Hades
c.The end of those whose names are not written in the book of life
	Study the comment above under v 12 “the dead.” There you will find three interpretations of “the dead.” Who do you think “the dead” refer to in this passage? Why?

Answer: I think that the second alternative (“all those who have died, both believers and non-believers”) is best. It makes more sense theologically. The first alternative (the “spiritually dead”) limits “the dead” too much, if you consider the expressions used. The third alternative (“after death comes judgment”) is too sweeping, if you consider the many details included in the text.
	The comment “judged according to what they/he has done” in the light of this passage compared with the New Testament doctrine on salvation:

Nowhere in the New Testament do we find that people are saved (in the sense that they receive eternal life) as a result of their own works (the expression “to work on your salvation” (Phil 2:12) refers to sanctification and holy living – not to eternal life). The logic of Rev 20:11–15 is also quite clear: A person’s salvation or condemnation is based on one criterion only – if his name is written in the book of life or not.
(Go to Study 39)
 
Answers 39: A new heaven and a new earth, 21:1–8
Text questions
This is the topic of the verses mentioned:
	21:2: John sees God’s holy city coming down from heaven.

	21:3: John hears a voice from heaven saying that God will now live with his people. He will be their God.

	21:4–5a: John hears God proclaim that he will make everything new: All the sadness and difficulties of man’s previous existence will be gone.

	21:5b: God words/promises are trustworthy and true.

	21:6a: God, who is the beginning and the end of everything, has now completed his plans. 

	21:6b–7: God’s promise and blessings to his people: life with God

	21:8: God’s curse on Satan’s people: “the second death”

Think and discuss
I am amazed at the way in which the final vision of the seventh scene (21:1–8) runs parallel to the rest of the book (the eighth scene). So I think that the only reasonable solution to this phenomenon is to see 21:1–8 as a preview of what follows.
(Go to Study 40)
 
Answers 40: God’s holy city, 21:9–21
Text question
The holy city can be described like this in four main points:
	Light (v 11). God gives the city light: It shines. It has brilliance (the Greek word often refers to “star”). So the first characteristic of the holy city is that God is in the midst of her by his Spirit. Compare Ps 46:4–5 (The city of God, the holy place where the Most High God dwells) and Ezek 48:35 (The name of the city from that time on will be, The Lord is there). See also 22:5.

	Walls and gates (v 12–14). Each gate bears the name of an Israelite tribe, and each foundation (probably referring to the wall sections, the bases, between the gates) bears the name of an apostle: Most probably “walls and gates” symbolize the security of the city: The gates must have been open to let people from east, west, north and south in to take their places with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets at the feast in the kingdom of God (Luk 13:28–29). But walls also symbolize “enclosure, limit”: Those who have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb are inside. The sinners are outside (Rev 21:27; 22:14–15).

	The city is measured (v 15–18). Measuring stands for knowledge and protection (compare the measuring of the temple, the people of God, in study 18). The measuring reveals that the city forms a cube of enormous size (2, 200 km in each direction). Then we learn that the walls are 144 cubits (which must refer to their thickness, not their height). All the figures must be symbolic, showing the fullness and perfection of the holy city. There is one additional figure hidden in the text: a cube has 12 edges; each edge is 12,000 stadia – 12 times 12,000 is 144,000 (compare the number of the sealed servants of God in Rev 7:3–8).

	The beauty of the city (v 19–21). Her beauty is matchless.

Wilcock: “With this glittering splendor God completes his preparation of ‘the Bride, the wife of the Lamb’. The light of his Spirit illuminates her from within; she unites in one body all who belong to the twelve tribes and is built upon the teaching of the twelve apostles; she is known to him in every detail; and he clothes her in matchless beauty.”
Think and discuss
	We can understand that v 9–10a is the beginning of a new scene in the drama of Revelation, because the angel is taking John to a new location where he will see something new. 

	– 

	That it is one of the seven “bowl angels” (and not some other angel) that shows John the eighth scene is significant: 

In the preview to scene five (“punishment for the world”, 15:1) we learn that “with the seven last plagues … God’s wrath is complete.” Then we read about the seven bowls (symbolizing God’s wrath) being poured out over the earth in chapter 16. The sixth scene (17:1–19:10) is about the woman on the beast (representing Satan’s power in this world). Her career comes to an end with God’s punishment (God’s wrath) over her. So now, as John is shown the eighth scene, God’s wrath has already been completed. Satan is gone, Christ is triumphant. God has made everything new.
(Go to Study 41)
 
Answers 41: Where God dwells, 21:22–27
Text questions
	There is no temple in the holy city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The Old Testament temple was the place where God revealed himself, a meeting-point between God and man (1 King 6:13; Ex 25:22).

	There is no need for the sun and the moon in the holy city, because the glory of God and the Lamb will be its light (compare Is 60:19).

	The gates will never be shut in the holy city, because there will never be night there. 

	Sinners will not enter the holy city, because nothing impure will be allowed in.

Think and discuss
“Light” is evidently a key concept in this passage. This is how “light” and the “gospel” are interrelated:
	The gospel is light to the nations. Jesus is the light of the world. When people receive him as their personal savior their lives are totally changed, as they are brought into God’s light.

	As people receive the gospel, they no longer walk in darkness. Instead they walk in the light, as God is in the light (1 John 1:7). This means that they live lives according to God’s will, godly lives.

	God is light (1 John 1:5), so we cannot have fellowship with him unless we have received the light of salvation and the light of holy living. True fellowship with God is the result of the gospel being preached and received.

(Go to Study 42)
 
Answers 42: God’s renewed world, 22:1–5
Text questions
	These are the things that the angel shows John:

a.A crystal clear river described as the river of the water of life. The river starts at the throne of God and the Lamb.
b.John sees that the river flows down along the middle of the main street of the city.
c.Then he sees that there is a wonderful tree growing on both sides of the river. It is the tree of life, and it bears fruit every month and its leaves are like medicine to the people.
d.John also sees the throne of God and the Lamb in the city.
e.There are also people there, described as servants of the Lamb. They have “his” (referring both to God and the Lamb) names written on the foreheads.
	There are three things that will not be found in the renewed world:

a.There is no curse in God’s renewed world. The curse on the old world was the result of Satan’s activities. But now Satan is destroyed. Also the old world has been replaced by a new heaven and a new earth so all traces of the old cursed human existence have been removed.
b.There will be no more night. “Night” symbolizes darkness. But where God is there is no darkness, only light (1 John 1:5).
c.There will be no physical light source (no lamp, no sun) because the Lord God will be the light source of the renewed world.
	We learn these things about the servants of the Lamb:

a.They will serve the Lamb.
b.They will see his (referring to God as well as to the Lamb) face.
c.They will have his (referring to God as well as to the Lamb) name on their foreheads.
d.They will reign for ever and ever.
Think and discuss
	I think at least these words and expressions must be understood metaphorically:

a.The river of the water of life: Symbolizes everlasting and perfect life.
b.The tree of life: The “tree of life” is mentioned in Gen 3, growing in the middle of the Garden. In Ezekiel’s vision there are a great number of trees on each side of the river. Here in Revelation the tree of life stands on both sides of the river. From these variations – but also from the wider context – it is clear that “the tree of life” is a symbol for “eternal life together with God.”
c.The healing of the nations: Symbolizes that there will be no physical or mental suffering in God’s renewed world. There we will find God’s perfect shalom, which means “peace and good health.”
d.The throne of God and the Lamb: Symbolizes God’s presence and God’s rule. Note the way in which God and the Lamb are intermingled.
e.His name will be on their foreheads: Symbolizes that they will belong to him.
f.No more night: Symbolizes that there will be no more spiritual darkness and no more mental darkness and no more everyday human problems and difficulties. How can we imagine a renewed world without sun and moon, night and day? Can something like that even be called “world” or “earth”?
g.They will reign for ever and ever: Symbolizes that God’s initial plan for mankind to be the steward of  his creation (see Gen 1:28) will finally be implemented.
	The river of the water of life echoes several Old Testament passages. Here are my comments on them in the light of the renewed world:

a.Gen 2:8–14: I think both descriptions are basically symbolic. They both describe perfect human existence in God’s perfect world.
b.Joel 3:18b: It is interesting to note the fact that Joel probably lived long before the Babylonian exile. So God’s promise of a renewed world was clear to the prophets even from early times. We can also remember that Isaiah ministered in the eighth century before Christ. Both Joel and Revelation mention the source of the river: the temple/God’s throne.
c.Ezek 47:1–9: Ezekiel ministered during the exile. His prophecies about the Lord’s Day (chapters 38–39) and the new Jerusalem (the temple, the city, the country) have many parallels in Revelation, the river from the temple in ch 47 is one of them.
d.Zech 14:8: Zechariah ministered after the Babylonian exile. So in the prophetic tradition the promise of God’s renewed world was kept alive. This promise was not only for the Jewish nation but for all nations – of the east as well as of the west.
	In John’s gospel Jesus uses the expression living water”(which means the same thing as water of life):

a.John 4: 4–14: Whoever: “But whoever drinks the water that I give him will never be thirsty. The water I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”
b.John 7:37–39: Anyone and whoever: “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink! Whoever believes in me, streams of living water will flow from within him, as the Scripture has said.”
Note that God’s promise of eternal life through Jesus is universal. It is open to all.
(Go to Study 43)
 
Answers 43: God’s words are trustworthy and true, 22:6–10
Text questions
	In this passage God is described as the Lord God of the spirits of his prophets. This shows that God (in the book of Revelation, but also in his word, the Bible, in general) speaks. So in the Bible we find God’s word. But this word is through the spirits of his prophets. This means that the personalities of the biblical writers shine through the texts that have been preserved in our Bible. So they are not just recorders but authors. In spite of this, God’s words – as recorded in the Bible – are trustworthy and true.

	According to this passage, God reveals the future through his prophets, through the prophetic texts in the Bible.

	Blessed are those who keep the words recorded in the prophecy of the book of Revelation.

	The angel tells John not to do fall down and worship him, because he is just a servant of God. Instead John should worship God.

	John is told not to seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. This echoes he book of Daniel, where Daniel is told to seal up his vision (because it concerns a distant future) and the words of a scroll until the time of the end.

Think and discuss
	This is how I understand the fact that Jesus is coming soon? And how I respond to it:

What must soon take place are the truths which God speaks through the spirits of his prophets. In the very beginning of Revelation (1:1) we saw (see Answer to Think and discuss 2 in study 1) that the early church believed that Daniel’s “what will happen in days to come” (Dan 2:28, referring to the “last days, the time of the end”, see Dan 12:4) began with Christ (see Peter’s sermon quoting Joel on the first day of Pentecost, Acts 2:27). The Greek word that the New Testament uses for “soon” also means “quickly, without delay.” 
So the prophecies of Revelation concerns us now, just as much as it concerned the church of John’s days. The message of Revelation is always urgent. So it must shape our understanding of the church in the world today. And it must shape the ways in which we live our lives today.
	This is how I think that the person “who keeps the words of prophecy in this book” is blessed:

To “keep the words of prophecy” cannot be limited to the prophetic word of the book of Revelation. As we have seen, the message of Revelation is the same as the message of the rest of the New Testament. To “keep God’s word” is to accept the gospel message about Jesus (Jesus said, “Very truly, if a person keeps my word, he will never see death”, John 8:51). To accept the gospel message is to receive the blessing of eternal life. It is also to receive the blessing of God’s renewed world and eternal fellowship with God himself.
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Answers 44: God’s work is done, 22:11–15
Text questions
	Two persons are speaking in this passage:

a.The angel who has shown the holy city to John is still speaking in verse 11.
b.Jesus is speaking in v 12–15.
	Blessed are those who wash their robes. This refers to those who have accepted Jesus as their personal savior. They are blessed, because they will have eternal life with God (they have the right to the tree of life) and they are the bride of the Lamb (they may enter through the gates of the holy city).

	Those who will be outside the holy city are they who have not washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb (7:14). They are those who have not accepted Jesus as their personal savior. The are called “dogs” in this passage, because they practice magic arts, worship idols, live immoral lives, and practice falsehood.

Think and discuss
	I understand v 11 like this:

a.The exhortations do not mean that some people are told to do wrong and other people are told to do right.
b.Also, the exhortations do not mean that some people are allowed to be bad and other people are allowed to be good.
c.The expressions should instead be understood as “declarations”: Those who have chosen to be vile will be vile for evermore. Those who have chosen to be holy will be holy for evermore.
	This is what I think Jesus means by saying, “My reward is with me”: What we have done with Jesus will decide our reward. If we have accepted his work of redemption for us on the cross, we will have eternal life with God in his renewed world. If we have refused God’s offer of salvation through Jesus’ death on the cross, then our “reward” will be eternal punishment.
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Answers 45: God’s final blessing and curse, and an epilogue, 22:16–21
Text questions
	The book of Revelation is described like this in this passage:

a.It is a testimony for the churches (v 16).
b.It is a book of prophecy (v 18–19).
	Jesus is described like this in verse 16:

a.He is the root of David.
b.He is the offspring of David.
c.He is the bright morning star.
	This will happen to those who add anything to or who take words away from the prophecy contained in Revelation:

a.Those who add will suffer the plagues described in this book.
b.Those who take words away will have no share in the tree of life and in the holy city.
	“He who testifies these things” refers to Jesus. That is clear from the context. The response, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus”, is spoken by John. Perhaps he says this on behalf of the church universal. “Come, Lord Jesus” was one of the earliest “confessions of faith” of the church.

Think and discuss
	This is how I understand the expression “to testify these things for the churches” and the content of this testimony (v 16):

It is clear from the context that it is a testimony about Jesus and the consequences of man’s response to him. The following verse (v 17) describes who Jesus is. The previous verses (v 12–15) state that he is coming soon and everything will be final. He will bring his reward. And this reward will result in blessings for those who have accepted him as their personal savior (washed their robes) but in destruction for those who have not accepted Jesus as God’s eternal truth (the dogs, everyone who loves and practices falsehood). So the testimony for the churches is the gospel message that the church has to proclaim until Jesus’ return.
	Jesus is both David’s ancestor (“root”) and descendant (“offspring”):

a.Jesus is Davids “offspring” (descendant) because he came from the family line of David.
b.Jesus is David’s “root” (or ancestor) because he was before David and he was David’s Lord (Matt 22:41–46; see also Is 9:6; John 8:58; Col 1:17).
	Jesus’ title “the bright morning star” (v 16) is a metaphor that refers to the arrival of a new age, a new heaven and a new earth, God’s renewed world. The “morning star” in ancient times was the planet Venus which shines brightly just before the break of day. Jesus “the bright morning star” proclaims the dawn of eternity. Our life in this world is only a prelude to the real life of the renewed world that Jesus will come back to inaugurate.

	I interpret “the final curse” in v 18–19 like this: 

a.It cannot refer to the details of the text in the book of Revelation.
b.But it refers to the message that the book of Revelation contains. This is a message for the world and for the church about Jesus. If we add to that message (so that we preach that we are not saved by grace alone, but through our own efforts), then we will suffer the consequences of that – the judgment of the plagues. If we take away parts of the gospel message, what remains can no longer be called the gospel; and the result will not be salvation (no sharing in the tree of life and in the holy city) either for ourselves who preach or for those who listen to us.
	Compare 1:2 where John “testifies to to everything he saw, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus and 22:20 where Jesus testifies to “these things.” These are my conclusions:

Jesus himself is confirming the truths of the message of Revelation. This message is the same as the message we find in the rest of the New Testament. It is the gospel message about Jesus, the Word of God and the savior of all those who believe in him and accept his sacrificial death on the cross. What John has seen and heard in the colorful and sometimes bewildering revelations and visions of this book is actually “the testimony of Jesus” and Jesus himself is confirming this message as the book comes to a close. 
	The word “come” is found five times in v 17–21. I think that there is a very important reason why this word is repeated so many times:

It shows the urgency of the message of Revelation (see the answer to the previous question). Jesus is coming back. Until that day we, the church, must proclaim the gospel so that more people can receive him as their personal savior and get their share in the tree of life and in the holy city (v 19). He is the bright morning star who heralds the end of the night (the old world under the curse of the fall) and the coming of a new day (a new age of eternal blessing, God’s renewed world, a new heaven and a new earth). We, the church of today, must have the same eager anticipation that John (and the early church) had. With them our daily prayer must be: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” Come with the light of the gospel today. But also come soon with the brightness of God’s blessed eternity. We are ready!
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Reference
The author of Revelation
The person who received and recorded the visions and revelations in our New Testament book named Revelation calls himself John four times (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8). But who was he?
John was a common Jewish name. We find it many times in the Old Testament in its Hebrew form Johanan. In the New Testament there are five persons called John (including Simon Peter’s father who is also called Jonah; and a relative of the high priest Anna). John the Baptist was a forerunner of Jesus and did not write any of the books in the New Testament as far as we know. John Mark, Barnabas’ relative, and Paul’s and Peter’s co-worker is probably the author of Mark’s gospel. John the disciple of Jesus and a leading apostle in the Jerusalem church has these New Testament books attributed to his name: John’s gospel and 1–3 John. Did he also write Revelation? 
The early traditions of the Christian church claimed that John the disciple of Jesus and a leading apostle of the church in Jerusalem was the author of Revelation. Many modern Bible scholars have objected to this view as his Greek language and style of writing is so different from the other books attributed to John the apostle. A person called John the Presbyter is the author of some early Christian books, and some scholars think that he could have written Revelation as well. 
But after having carefully analyzed all the evidence available to us, most conservative scholars come to the conclusion that nothing speaks against John the apostle being the author of Revelation. So we have assumed that the tradition is correct: John, the disciple of Jesus and an important apostle of the early church is the “John” of Revelation. It was he who received the visions and revelations and then recorded them in our New Testament book called Revelation.
What do we learn about John from the text of Revelation itself? Four main points:
	He must have been a Jew, because only Jews were given the name “John” in those days. 

	He must have known the Old Testament texts really well, because there are hundreds of echoes, allusions and quotes from especially the Pentateuch, the book of Psalms, and the prophets. 

	He was a prisoner on the island of Patmos because of his Christian faith. But he kept his faith and his hope in the triumph of the gospel in spite of times of difficulties and persecution.

	He must have been a well-known person in the early church (particularly in the Roman province of Asia), as he despatched the whole book (and not only the seven letters of chapters 2 and 3) as a “prophetic letter and a revelation” to the seven churches of Asia.
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Historical background, occasion, and purpose
The historical background of Revelation is evidently a time when Christians were facing persecution. There are two such periods that most Bible scholars think could be reflected in the book’s descriptions of the church:
	The latter part of Nero’s reign (AD 54–68): Christians were blamed for the great fire of Rome which took place in AD 64. This resulted in a persecution during which – according to early church traditions – both Peter and Paul were martyred.

	The latter part of Domitian’s reign (AD 81–96): Most interpreters date the book around AD 95. Domitian was a strong follower of the traditional Roman religion and ensured that ancient customs and morals were observed through-out his reign. Temples to the Roman gods were built and renewed. He also revived the practice of the imperial cult. According to Roman historians, he gave himself the title of “Lord and God.” Foreign religions were tolerated as long as they did not interfere with public order – and as long as they could be assimilated with the traditional Roman religion. There is, however, not much historical evidence of persecution of Christians during his reign.

I myself find the second option more likely.
The occasion of Revelation is obviously the fact that Christians in the Roman empire were beginning to face increased hostility from the state as well as from religious (primarily Jewish) and political/social/occupational groups. The church also faced problems with heresy and immoral lifestyle within the Christian community itself.
Consequently, the purpose of the book was to encourage faithful believers to resist the demands of emperor worship and the pressures of conforming to the surrounding society. John’s message to his readers is that the final showdown between God and Satan can happen any time. Until then Satan will increase his persecution of the believers. But they must stand firm, even unto death. As believers (followers of the Lamb), they are protected (sealed) from the ultimate consequence of the assaults from the satanic forces – spiritual death. When Jesus comes back, they will be vindicated. Their names will be found in the Lamb’s book of life, and they will inherit the holy city, the new Jerusalem, God’s new heaven and earth. All tears will be wiped from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.
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The genre of Revelation
(This chapter is based on Gordon Fees chapter on Revelation in Understanding the Bible for All Its Worth)
Introduction
To come to the book of Revelation is like visiting a foreign country. Here we come across phenomena which do not belong to our normal world: a heavenly throne, angels, living creatures covered with eyes, an enormous red dragon, various kinds of beasts, a prostitute riding on a beast, mysterious numbers and colors and heads and kings and hills, beheaded souls who speak, a Lamb followed by 144,000 purchased men, earthquakes and other end-time disasters, judgment of people who are already dead, a bride who is also a city, and so on.
It is evident that Revelation belongs to a literary genre with which most of us are totally unfamiliar. So we need all the help we can get in order to understand what it is all about. This genre is called apocalyptic. 
But as a matter of fact, Revelation is not only an apocalypse. It is a combination of three distinct literary types
	Apocalypse

	Prophecy

	Letter

The basic type – apocalypse – is a literary form, which does not exist in our own day, at least not in the way it did in the ancient world during the centuries around the birth of Christ.
Revelation is an apocalypse
The book is primarily an apocalypse. There are dozens of Jewish and Christian apocalypses from about 200 BC to AD 200. They share five common characteristics:
	They originate in a kind of Old Testament prophetic literature that is found in  parts of Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, and to a smaller extent Isaiah. Like some prophetic literature it is concerned about coming judgment and salvation. But it is born in times of persecution or oppression. As a consequence, it is no longer concerned with God’s activity within history. Instead it looks forward to the time when God will bring a violent end to history. This end would mean the triumph of good and the final judgment of evil.

	Apocalypses are literary books from the beginning. It is a form of literature. John is told to “write...what he has seen” (1:19). In comparison, the Old Testament prophets were told to speak what they were told or had seen.

	The content of an apocalypse is presented in the form of visions and dreams. In addition, the language is full of hidden meaning and symbols. The books were purposely designed to look old, to have the appearance of having been written by some well-known ancient person (for example Enoch, or Baruch), who were told to “seal it up” for a later day – the day when the book was actually written. Consequently, the books were pseudonymous (written in the name of somebody else).

	The images of apocalyptic are often in the forms of fantasy rather than of reality. Also the Old Testament prophets and Jesus used symbolic language, but these symbols involved real images: salt (Matt 5:13), vultures and carcasses (Luk 17:37), half-baked cakes (Hos 7:8). But most of the images of apocalyptic belong to fantasy: a beast with seven heads and ten horns (13:1), a woman clothed with the sun (12:1), locusts with scorpions’ tales and human heads (9:10). We should also note that the fantasy is not always found in the items themselves (beasts, heads and horns) but in their strange combination.

	Because they were literary, most of the apocalypses were carefully composed and structured. The authors tended to divide time and events into tidy smaller units. They were also very fond of using numbers in symbolic ways. The visions are carefully arranged, often in numbered sets. Often these sets, when put together, express something (for example judgment) – without necessarily suggesting that each separate picture follows directly after the previous one.

The book of Revelation fits four out of these five categories. But it is not pseudonymous. John makes himself known to his readers. In addition, he writes to seven known churches in the Roman province of Asia – to people who were his contemporaries and his companions in suffering. 
Moreover, he was told “not to seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near” (22:10). 
But Revelation is also a prophecy
The apocalyptists wrote their books in an age when prophecy had ceased. They were simply anticipating the end.
John, on the other hand, knew that the end had already begun with the coming of Jesus. John, like all the other New Testament writers, knew that he belonged to the new age. The age when the prophetic Spirit had returned:
	John was “in the Spirit” when he was told to write what he saw (1:10-11).

	John calls his book “this prophecy” (1:3; 22:18-19).

	He says that the “testimony of Jesus” – for which he and the churches are suffering – “is the Spirit of prophecy” (20:4; cf 1:9).

So John’s apocalypse is different from other ancient apocalypses. It contains a combination of apocalyptic and prophetic elements:
	The book follows the apocalyptic pattern in various ways:

a.It is born in persecution.
b.It speaks about the end with the triumph of Christ and his church.
c.It is a carefully constructed piece of literature, using
	Cryptic language

	Rich symbolism of fantasy and numbers

	But John clearly intends this apocalypse to be a prophetic word to the church:

a.It must not be sealed for the future.
b.Instead, it is a word from God for their present situation with its content of coming judgment and salvation. Even the seven letters bear this prophetic stamp.
Thirdly, Revelation is also a letter
It should be noted that this combination of apocalyptic and prophetic elements has been molded in the form of a letter, see for example 1:4–7; 22:21.
	Note that all the characteristics of the letterform are present: sender, recipients, greeting, main body, final blessing.

	John speaks to his readers using the first person/second person formula (I ... you)

So, in its final form Revelation is sent by John as a letter to the seven churches of Asia Minor. The significance of this (as with all the epistles): There is an aspect of occasion to the book. It was occasioned – at least in part – by the needs of the specific churches to which it is addressed.
Therefore, to interpret the book we must try to understand its original historical context.
Need for Exegesis
One reason why Revelation has been interpreted so speculatively (and still is in many Christian circles) is the lack of sound exegesis. So as we study Revelation, we must remember two basic exegetical principles:
	We have to find the author’s (and thereby the Holy Spirit’s) original intent, because the primary meaning of the book can only be what John intended it to mean. 

	John’s original readers must have been able to understand his book. So it cannot be a book that primarily deals with end-time events. It must be book with true relevance to its first readers, the Christian church in first century. But, of course, the original readers had three advantages over us:

a.They were familiar with their own historical context, a context of which we have very limited knowledge.
b.They were familiar with apocalyptic forms and images, while these are very foreign to us.
c.They knew the Old Testament much better than we do.
Since the book intends to be prophetic, we must be open to the possibility of a secondary meaning, inspired by the Holy Spirit. So it is quite possible that neither John nor his readers fully understood the prophetic significance of the visions and revelations contained in Revelation. This second and prophetic meaning, however, lies beyond exegesis.
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Apocalyptic literature
General background
(This section is based on NIV Bible Dictionary)
Apocalyptic literature is a kind of Jewish and Christian religious writing that developed between the Old Testament and the New Testament. Its roots can be found in Old Testament prophecy. The word apocalyptic comes from the Greek word apokalypsis, which means “revelation” or “unveiling” (Rev 1:1). It is used about this kind of texts because they claim to reveal the secret purposes of God in connection with the end of the world and the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.
The Jews believed that God no longer spoke to Israel. The prophetic word had ceased with the last Old Testament prophetic book. This was problematic, as the prophets’ predictions about the coming of God’s kingdom and the salvation of Israel had not yet been fulfilled. Instead of God’s rule, a succession of evil kingdoms had ruled over Israel: first the Persian empire, then the Hellenist Seleucid and Ptolemaic kingdoms, and finally the Roman empire.
The apocalypses were written to meet this religious void. Following the pattern of the book of Daniel, various unknown authors wrote books claiming revelations of God’s plan. These books explained present evils, comforted Israel in her sufferings and afflictions, and assured that God’s kingdom would shortly appear. 
These are some well-known apocalypses:
	First Enoch contains various material. It was written during the first two centuries before Christ. It has a description of the heavenly Son of Man.

	Jubilees claims to be a revelation to Moses about the history of the world from creation to the end. It was written in the second century before Christ. 

	The Assumption of Moses is from the late first century before Christ.

	Fourth Ezra (also called Second Esdras) was written after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans. It deals with this Jewish tragedy.

	The Apocalypse of Baruch is also about the fall of Jerusalem and the Jewish disaster.

These apocalyptic writings are important for our understanding of first century Jewish ideas about God, evil, and history. They show us Jewish hopes for the future and the coming of God’s kingdom. They help us understand what terms like the “kingdom of God,” “Messiah,” and the “Son of Man” meant for first century Jews.
Apocalyptic in Revelation
(This section is based on a book on Revelation by Dr Mikael Tellbe)
Revelation has several traits which are characteristic of apocalyptic as a literary genre. Here are some examples of this:
	Revelation is given

a.From God 
b.Through angels
c.To a person (John) 
d.Concerning future event
	The message of Revelation is communicated with the help of

a.Angels and revelations
b.Visions and symbols
c.Numbers
d.Color and sound
	Revelation puts the same questions as the apocalypses, questions like these:

a.Who is really in control of history?
b.Where is God in times of suffering?
c.How should we understand the struggle between good and evil?
d.Why do we need to focus on end-time events?
	Instead of facts the message is given in the form of images and vision. John sees things which he has never seen before. He cannot find words for everything he sees (for example 4:1–7), so he uses expressions like these: it had the appearance of something, something looked like, it resembled something, it spoke like something, it was like something.

Symbolic language in Revelation 
(This section is based on a book on Revelation by Dr Mikael Tellbe)
John’s words were evidently insufficient. So how do we handle this fact?
	To interpret all the images of the book literally will lead to absurdities. 

	Instead it is important to discern the truths which are expressed by the symbols and not get caught up in the symbolic language itself, for example: The expressions used about Christ are not primarily there to describe how he looks – but to say something about who he is. 

Animals
Different animals are used to designate countries and empires. We often do the same thing in our day when a bear symbolizes Russia, an eagle symbolizes USA, and a dragon symbolizes China. 
Two examples from the book of Daniel (see Dan 7:20–21): 
	The ram symbolizes  Media–Persia

	The goat symbolizes Greece 

The beast in Revelation (inspired by Dan 7:1–8) can be understood as a beastly mixture of a leopard, a bear, and a lion symbolizing the Roman political system and the the Roman emperors. Note that Wilcock goes a step further when he sees the beast as a symbol for Satan’s evil society in general.
Geography
Also geographical names are used to express the message: Babylon refers to Rome (this was a common secret name used by Christians in those days). Note that Wilcock goes a step further when he sees Babylon as representing the whole ideological and religious system of the world in general, as it takes on traits from historical cities notorious for their rebellion against God: Babylon, Sodom, Tyre, Rome, and Jerusalem.
In the Old Testament “Babylon” signifies total rejection of God through idolatry and sexual immorality. Also names such as Sodom and Egypt (11:8) express oppression, evil, and depravity, echoing the Old Testament prophecies.
In a similar way Jerusalem becomes the city of the saints, the antithesis of Babylon, and a name for the believers (21:9–21). Wilcock sees historical Jerusalem negatively (see above) in contrast to the new Jerusalem, the holy city.
Colors
Colors are often used to clarify the message. In English we say “green with jealousy” (which just means that a person is very jealous and has nothing to do with the color green) and “things looked blue” (which means that a situation is depressing not very hopeful). In our modern world “red” often carries the message of “love” (Valentine cards use a lot of red). In Indian politics the color “saffron” carries the a meaning of “fundamentalist Hindu” (a person or a group of people can become “saffronized” which has nothing to do with the color of the people but indicates their political leanings, often shown through the color of their scarves). 
Here are some examples from Revelation:
	White stands for victory, glory and authority (1:14; 2:17; 3:4, 5, 18; 6:2, 11; 20:11, and so on)

	Black stands for evil and difficulties (6:5, 12)

	Red represents blood and violence (6:4; 9:17; 12:3)

	Pale stands for death (6:8)

	Purple and scarlet stand for ungodliness and shame (17:3–4; 18:12, 16)

Numbers 
In Revelation different combinations of numbers can symbolize and communicate spiritual truths. Numbers are not used to answer the question “how many?” or “how long?” Instead they are used to reveal how somebody is or will be. 
There are such uses also in English: The statement “he is in seventh heaven” means that the person is extremely happy. It says nothing about where he is. It tells us how he is. 
Apocalyptic literature often used the numbers 3, 4, 6, 7, 10 and 12 in various combinations. Here are some examples:
	Three often stands for “God”: He who is and was and is to come (1:4).

	Four stands for creation: There are four directions on the compass. We speak about the four corners of the earth. We speak about the height, the depth, the width and the length of something (7:1; 20:8).

	Six stands for “man” or “evil”, because it doesn’t reach up to seven, the number of fullness (13:18). So “six” indicates something “defect, twisted or bad” (for example “sinful man”).

	Seven is very common in apocalyptic to express fullness and perfection. Note that Wilcock rather understands “seven” as referring to the “essence, reality of something; what something really is.” We find “seven” everywhere in Revelation: seven churches, seven stars, seven spirits, seven seals, seven angels with seven trumpets, seven bowls, seven lamps, seven thunders, seven eyes, seven crowns, seven hills, seven kings, and so on (1:4, 12, 16; 4:5; 5:1; 8:2). I personally think that Wilcock’s point makes very good sense in the context of Revelation., so I have used it in this textbook.

	Ten also expresses some kind of fullness. Often it is used in the threefold combination 10 x 10 x 10 = 1000 to denote something really large (5:11; 7:4–8; 20:2–7).

	Twelve is the number of God’s people: The twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles (7:5–8). In Revelation the new Jerusalem is built on number twelve with twelve gates, twelve angels, twelve tribes, twelve foundations, twelve apostles, twelve pearls, twelve thousand stadia long, wide and high, twelve crops (21:12, 14, 20, 21; 22:2).

	These number could then be combined in different ways in order to convey a message: 

a.7 is 3 plus 4 (God and his creation)
b.10 is 3 plus 7 
c.12 is 3 times 4 (all God’s people in creation)
d.70 is 7 times 10
e.144 is 12 times 12 (the people of God throughout the ages – the tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles, This number times 1000 becomes “a multitude that no one could count” (144,000 in 7:1–8). 
f.1000 is 10 times 10 times 10
	Often these number combinations are used to express something extremely large:

a.10 000 times 10 000 angels surrounding God’s throne (5:11)
b.2 times 10 000 times 10 000 mounted troops from  the  Euphrates (9:16)
c.7 times 1000 people killed in an earthquake
d.1000 years of imprisonment for Satan
	In a similar way “half” or “three and a half” could be used to indicate a limited, short time  (8:1; 11:9, 11; 12:14).

	“Three and a half’” years, half the time of completeness, could be expressed in different ways: 

a.42 months (11:2–3)
b.1260 days (12:6)
	A short time was express by “half an hour” (8:1) or “one hour” (17:12). They are in sharp contrast to the thousand year reign of the martyrs (20:4–6). 

	The materialistic society in Rev 18 is expressed through the number of products listed: The merchants deal in 28 (7 x 4) products (18:11–13). The number expresses an orgy in materialism with products from all over the world.

	The Lamb is mentioned 28 times (7 times 4): Christ rules the whole earth.

	The description of New Jerusalem contains the number “twelve” (3 times 4) twelve times (21:9–22:5).

	In the same passage also God’s name appears seven times (21:10, 11, 22, 23; 22:1, 3, 5). and the Lamb seven times (21:9, 14, 22, 23, 27; 22:1,13).

	So to a great extent Revelation is structured around this kind of mystical interpretation of numbers:

a.”the Lord God Almighty” – 7 times
b.”he who sits on the throne” – 7 times
c.”he who lives for times and ever” – 4 times
d.”Christ” as a title – 7 times
e.Jesus Christ in combination with martyr/testimony – 7 times
f.The Lamb in combination with God – 7 times
g.Words by which the Lamb is worshiped (5:12)– 7 times
h.The seven spirits – 4 times
i.The Spirit in combination with the church – 7 times
j.The seven churches – 4 times
k.”every tribe and language and people and nation” – 7 times
l.the word ”prophecy” – 7 times
m.”blessed are those” – 7 times
This may seem speculative or accidental. But the use of number seven is too pervasive to be a coincidence. It is evident that Revelation codes its message with the help of numbers.
When Satan, the beast and the demonic powers are described, the numbers seven and four are systematically avoided. Note that the dragon (Satan) is mentioned 36 times (6 times 6) in the book. If we add the numbers from 1 to 35, we will interestingly enough get the total 666.
Coded language
The coded language used in Revelation gives us problems. But it was readily understandable for those who received John’s book, who were used to this kind of literature.
In several cases, however, John himself supplies his readers with interpretations of the coded language:
	The seven lamps are seven churches.

	The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches.

	The Lamb is Christ.

	Those dressed in white are the believers.

	The great dragon is Satan, the ancient serpent.

	The stars fallen from the sky are angels.

	These hills stand for seven kings/emperors.

So John doesn’t want his readers to be unaware of the most important parts of the message of the book.
A warning: There is a risk that we over-interpret the text and start looking for hidden messages behind each symbol. We should always focus on the big picture, the main message of Revelation – and not get stuck with mysterious details.
Many of the visions make use of a symbolic language which was common know-ledge in the social, political, cultural and religious world of those days, for example:
	The destruction of the world is compared with a great earthquake.

	Demonic evil is compared with a swarm of locusts.

We must allow these events to be images of chaos, destruction and evil – without getting caught up in (and without over-interpreting) the details of each image.
Why this strange language?
There are probably two reasons for the strange language of Revelation:
	Apocalyptic as a genre was very suitable to the difficult subject that John was dealing with. He paints pictures of a world that words actually cannot describe. 

	The political and social situation was very sensitive. John was in a well-guarded prison. The Roman authorities had their eyes on the churches. To a non-Christian outsider most of the text in the book is impossible to understand. But John’s recipients saw something else. They found a comforting and challenging message.

(Go to Table of contents)
 
The structure of Revelation
There are lots of ways of structuring Revelation, depending on how you understand and how you interpret the book.
I personally believe that no modern interpreter of Revelation has made more theological sense of this last book of the Bible than Michael Wilcock in his commentary The Message of Revelation (The Bible Speaks Today Series). So I have chosen to follow his basic structure of the book. See the chart The structure of Revelation for a simplified version of it (Go to the chart). Seven scenes focus on the church age and its resolution, followed by an eighth scene focusing on what comes thereafter – Jerusalem the holy city, a new heaven and a new earth.
This is how Wilcock structures Revelation:
The Prologue, 1:1–8
Scene 1: The church in the world (the seven letters), 1:9–3:22
Scene 2: Suffering for the church (the seven seals), 4:1–8:1
Scene 3: Warning for the world (the seven trumpets), 8:2–11:18
Scene 4: The drama of history (seven visions of cosmic conflict), 11:19–15:4
Scene 5: Punishment for the world (the seven bowls of God’s wrath), 15:5–16:21
Scene 6: Babylon the whore (seven rods of justice), 17:1–19:10
Scene 7: The drama behind history (seven visions of ultimate reality), 19:11–21:8
Scene 8: Jerusalem the bride (seven final revelations), 21:9–22:19
The Epilogue, 22;20–21
I have tried to visualize – and slightly elaborate on – this structure in the chart called Revelation – the big picture on the following pages.
 
Chart: Revelation – the big picture￼[image: image-8.png]
Questions on the chart Revelation – the big picture
Study the chart Revelation – the big picture and answer the following questions:
	How does Revelation begin and end?

	What is scene 1 about?

	How can the content of the letters to the seven churches be described?

	What does the opening of scene 2 contain?

	Where does the church age begin and and?

	What period does the church age cover?

	What comes towards the end of the church age?

	What do we find in the middle of the chart?

	What are the three series of symbolic events during the church age?

	What do we learn about the sixth scene from this chart?

	What do we learn about the seventh scene from this chart?

	What do we learn about the eighth scene from this chart?

Explore the chart Revelation – the big picture
	How does the chart show that Revelation (with its events and visions) cannot be interpreted strictly chronologically?

	Explain the “chronology” of the book of Revelation. Use your own words.

	Read the note on 4:11 (the things that must take place after this) in study 11 and explain the “chronology” of what on the chart is called “God’s heavenly throne.”

	Explain “The cosmic conflict” in your own words with the help of the chart called Scene 4 – the drama of history (Go to the chart). Make sure you have answered these three questions:

a.Who are the opposing parties in the cosmic conflict?
b.How is the conflict resolved?
c.What are the results of the resolution of the conflict.
	Explain the chronology of the drama behind history in your own words with the help of the chart called Scene 7 – the drama behind history (Go to the chart). 

Answers to the questions on Revelation – the big picture
	Revelation begins with a Prologue found in 1:1–8 and ends with an Epilogue found in 22:20–21.

	Scene 1 is about the church in the world. It consists of letters to the seven churches.

	The content of the letters to the seven churches can be described in two words: warning and promise.

	The opening of scene 2 contains a vision of God’s heavenly throne.

	The church age begins with the church in the world and ends with God’s redeemed world.

	The church age covers the period between Jesus’ first and second coming.

	Towards the end of the church age there will be a last revolt and a great tribulation. Then the Lord’s Day will come.

	In the middle of the chart we find scene 4, which is about the cosmic conflict. It is described in 11:19–15:4.

	The three series of symbolic events during the church age are “the seals” (scene 2), “the trumpets” (scene 3) and “the bowls” (scene 5).

	We learn two things about scene 6 from the chart: It is about “Babylon” and it is found in Rev 17:1–19:10 in our Bibles.

	We learn two things about scene 7 from the chart: It is about “The drama behind history” and it is found in Rev 19:11–21:8 in our Bibles.

	We learn these things about scene 8 from the chart: It is about “God’s redeemed world” or “Jerusalem the bride” and it is found in Rev 21:9–22:19 in our Bibles.

Answers to Explore the chart Revelation – the big picture
	The chart shows that Revelation (with its events and visions) cannot be interpreted strictly chronologically: Scenes 2–7 cover the same time period (called “the church age” on the chart), even if they come one after another as the text of the book of Revelation progresses.

	The “chronology” of the book of Revelation can be explained like this:

a.It begins with John on Patmos in the prologue and it ends with John on Patmos in the epilogue.
b.It describes the situation of the early church (at the time of John) in scene 1 (the letters to the seven churches with its warnings and promises). This description of the church has lessons for the church universal all through the church age, until Jesus’ second coming.
c.It describes the situation of the church universal and the ungodly world throughout the church age (scenes 2–7).
d.It makes it clear that God is in control of the church and the history of the world from the beginning to the end (scene 2 opening).
e.It describes the future of the church and the world (glimpses in all the scenes and a clearer picture in scene 8).
	The note on 4:11 (the things that must take place after this) in study 11 and explain the “chronology” of what on the chart is called “God’s heavenly throne”.

Short answer: God is always in control. The is the Lord of the church. He is the Lord of the events of history. His victory over Satan and his evil forces is sure. God is “above time”: he simultaneously sees the past, the present and the future.
	Short answers to the three questions about  “The cosmic conflict” (with the help of the chart called Scene 4 – the drama of history):

a.The opposing parties in the cosmic conflict: Satan and his evil forces oppose the church and its message.
b.The conflict resolved: There will be “a harvest,” which is a metaphor for judgment.
c.The results of the resolution of the conflict: The church will come triumphant through the judgment, but the evil forces will be punished.
	The short answer to the chronology of the drama behind history (with the help of the chart called Scene 7 – the drama behind history) is that there are three parts to it:

a.Visions 1–5 are all about the church age (here called the “thousand years,” which in Latin becomes “the millennium”).
b.The church age ends with the last judgment (vision 6).
c.After the last judgment follows “a new heaven and a new earth” (vision 7).
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Old Testament echoes and quotations in Revelation
One of the reasons why Revelation is difficult to understand for modern readers is its abundant use of Old Testament material. There are hundreds of such examples, even if we who use translations of the original texts do not always see them. In this textbook I have usually called them “echoes”. Sometimes I have used the word “quotation.” And in a few cases I have stated (or at least hinted) that we have a case of fulfillment of an Old Testament prophecy. So how should we understand all Old Testament material in the context of the book of Revelation?
Old Testament echoes
The language of Revelation is very rich in the sense that it combines poetic, prophetic and visionary elements. Rich language inevitably draws from earlier sources. Any good poet will make subtle use of earlier poetry in order to add feelings and thoughts to the reading of his own work. So he uses allusions (or as we called them in this textbook “echoes”). Allusions are used to add richness to a text. They should not be understood as repetitions (the same thing happening again) or fulfillment (what was said earlier is now actually happening).
Imagery (including metaphors and similes, but also symbols and other figures of speech) is part of any language. For the most part imagery is traditional in the sense that it is reused. It becomes a standard way of describing persons and events. For example, in the Old Testament God’s judgment is described with certain recurring elements: earthquakes, fire, destruction, darkness, clouds. This does not mean that every time these elements occur in a text they refer to the same event. It is rather the other way around: Every time a prophet utters an oracle of judgment some of these elements will be part of the description. It may be God’s judgment over Edom or Jerusalem – or even God’s final day of judgment, the Day of the Lord. So when words and expressions like these “echo” in Revelation, we know that we are reading about God’s judgment – but it may or may not be about  the Day of the Lord. Another example, heavenly figures (angels or “the one like a son of man” in Daniel) are described in a certain way: Their faces shine. Their eyes burn. Their bodies look like bronze. Their voices are loud (like a multitude, or like rushing water). This does not mean that every time we find a person described with any of these characteristics it must refer to the same person. It just means that this is how a poet or a prophet describes a “heavenly person.”
On the other hand, these “echoes” can also become “symbols” that reveal truths about a person. When Jesus uses the “I am” expressions in John’s gospel and in Revelation (1:8; 1:17), this is not just an echo of Ex 3:14. It also reveals the truth that Jesus is God.
Old Testament quotations
The instances when Revelation quotes Old Testament expressions or verses must be interpreted in their new contexts. Many of them are like the echoes discussed in the previous section. Others are prophecies that are being fulfilled as the drama of Revelation unfolds. 
Old Testament prophecies fulfilled
In Revelation we also find Old Testament prophecies fulfilled. The messianic prophecies, of course, belong to this category (5:5; 7:17). So do the prophecies in Isaiah about “new heavens and a new earth” (21:1). I also think that many of the prophecies about future peace and prosperity for Israel are fulfilled in the descriptions of “a new heaven and a new earth” and of the holy city, the new Jerusalem (21:3) – and that they do not belong to an earthly “millennium” (see studies 36 and 37).
Analogy of Scripture
(This section is based on Gordon Fees chapter on Revelation in Understanding the Bible for All Its Worth)
When we come across echoes from other parts of the Bible must we careful not to overuse “analogy of Scripture.” “Analogy of Scripture” means that one Bible passage is to interpreted in the light of the rest of the Bible.
It is all right to recognize John’s use of images from Daniel or Ezekiel – or his use of images found in other apocalyptic texts.
But it is not all right to assume that John’s readers had read Matthew or First Thessalonians and that they could take keys from there to understand what John had written in Revelation. (Note from Pandit: This may not be quite right. If, as we assume, John wrote down Revelation around 95 AD, he and his readers could have been familiar both with the Synoptic gospels and with Paul’s letters.)
Therefore, any keys to interpreting the book must:
	Either be taken from within the book itself (they are “intrinsic” in the book).

	Or be available to the original recipients from their own historical context.

Because of the apocalyptic/prophetic nature of Revelation, there are some added difficulties on the exegetical level:
	We have to realize the rich background that has gone into the compilation of the book:

a.Ideas, prophecies and images from the Old Testament
b.Images from apocalyptic texts and from ancient mythology
	But we also need to understand that these images have been transformed and blended into this “new prophecy.”
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The church in Revelation
(This chapter is based on a book on Revelation by Dr Mikael Tellbe)
Introduction
John uses the word “church” (Gr. ekklesia) 19 times, but only in the first three chapters and in 22:16. 
This has led some Bible scholars (especially of the dispensationalist school) to draw the conclusion that the church is not present in the events of chapters 4–18. They claim that the expression ”Come up here …” (4:1) shows that the church has been raptured and is no longer present on earth. They also claim that the remaining events in the book relate to the final years in history, when God’s plan for the Jewish people is fulfilled. So the church is not concerned about the contents of the book until chapter 19.
The problem with this view is that it does not find support in the text. To base your whole interpretation of the Revelation on 4:1 is to make a mountain out of a molehill!
Four expressions referring to the church/believers
There are four other expressions for the church/believers that clearly show that the message of the book is intended for the church:
1. “Servants”
It is evident that this word refers to Christian believers throughout the book: 
a.At the beginning of the book: 1:1 (Christians in general, also about John himself); 2:20 (believers in Thyatira)
b.At the end of the book: 19:2, 5, 10; 22:3, 6, 9
c.In the middle of the book: 7:3
2. “Saints”
This word refers to Christian believers at least in some of its occurrences:
a.It is used as a synonym to “servants” in 19:8 (cf 19:2, 5). This at the end of the book.
b.It is also found in the middle of the book: 11:18; 14:2; 18:20, 24. Note: In 13:7 and 17:6 we see that the “saints” are persecuted by the beast.
3. “Those who keep the commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus”
This (and one similar expression) is used twice in the middle section of the book (12:17; 14:12). It must refer to Christian believers.
4. “The Lamb’s called, chosen and faithful”
This expression we find in the middle section of the book (17:14). It must refer to Christian believers.
So our conclusions are
	The church is very much present throughout the book.

	As a matter of fact, John addresses the whole book of Revelation to the church. 

	There is minimal support in the book of Revelation for any sharp distinctions between God’s plan for Israel and God’s plan for the church.

	There is minimal support in the book of Revelation for a future salvation for the Jewish people and the nation of Israel.

	Jews are actually called the “synagogue of Satan” twice in the book (2:9; 3:9).

	For John there is only one people of God – those who believe in God and the Lamb, whether they are Jews or Gentiles.

The 144,000
“What about the 144,000 in 7:1–8?” somebody may ask. 
But the question is: does the 144,000 refer to the Jewish people or to the church? Only one thing speaks in favour of the Jewish people
	The list of Jewish tribes in 7:1–8.

What speaks in favour of the church?
	But this list is a very strange list. It is different from any other list: Judah is mentioned first, and Dan and Ephraim are excluded.

	Also note that the 144 000 are called “servants” in 7:3, just like the church in 2:20.

	Also remember that the Christian church is called “the Israel of God” in the New Testament (Gal 6:16; cf Gal 3:27–29; Rom 2:28-29 Eph 2:14–15).

The natural way of interpreting the 144,000 is (12 times 12 times 10 times 10 times 10) in line with the mystical interpretation of numbers in the Revelation. The 12 multiplied by 12 refers to the believers of both the old covenant and the new covenant, and the 10, taken three times, signifies an infinitely large number of people.
In chapter 21 the number 12 is used in connection with the new Jerusalem (21:17), which is built on the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles of the Lamb (21:12–14). The length, width and height of the city is 12,000 stadia. The walls are 144 cubits thick. 
The 144,000 are also found in 14:1–5. They have the Lamb’s name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads, and they follow the Lamb wherever he goes. This description, of course, fits the Christian church best. 
The passage about the 144,000 in chapter 7 is introduced by four angels standing at the four corners of the earth holding back the four winds. This image can be linked to Mark 13:27 where God at the coming of the Son of Man sends out angels to “gather together his elect from the four winds”. Nothing in Mark limits the interpretation to only Jews. The task of the angels is to put a seal on the foreheads of “the servants of our God” (7:2–3). This seal is in contrast to the mark of the beast. This contrast is also clear from chapter 14: Those who worship the beast have his mark on their right hand or their forehead (13:16), but those who worship the Lamb have “his name and the name of his Father written on their foreheads”. 
So the best interpretation of chapter 7 is that John first hears about the believers with God’s seal on the earth (7:1–8), and afterwards he sees the same multitude in heaven (7:9–17), “a great multitude that no one could count.” So it is the same group seen from different perspectives. The 144,000 with God’s seal symbolizes how God’s church in history stands under God’s protection.
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The millennium
(This chapter is based on Wilcock’s book The Message of Revelation)
What all agree on 
	All agree that the return of Christ has been described at least once before chapter 20 begins. In 19:11–12. But it has also appeared in other earlier chapters. 

	All agree that chapter 21 begins with a description of the new age, in which the various evils of chapter 20 no longer exist.

Chapter 20
This is what we see happen in Revelation chapter 20:
	Verses 2–3: Satan is seized, bound, thrown down, sealed in the bottomless pit, unable to deceive the nations for a thousand years.

	Verses 4–5: The martyred and/or faithful saints live and reign with Christ for the same period. This is the “first resurrection.”

	Verses  7–9: At the end of that period Satan is released and mounts a final assault on the saints.

	Verses 9–1: Satan is overthrown and destroyed.

	Verses 5, 12–13: The rest of the dead rise and are judged.

	Verses 10, 14–15: Together with Satan, the beast and the false prophet, death and Hades, all whose names are not in the book of life  – all these are thrown into the lake of fire. This is the “second death.”

Here we find a clear sequence: Events are listed according to whether they take place before, during , or at the end of the “thousand years” (the millennium).
So this would be a summary of chapter 20:
	The binding of Satan

	The thousand-year reign of the saints

	Satan’s last revolt and its defeat

	Judgment and the elimination of evil

End time material from other New Testament texts 
Other information from the remaining New Testament books have to be fit into the sequence of Revelation chapter 20, for example:
	The worldwide spread of the gospel, Matt 24:14

	The salvation of Israel

	The “great apostasy” or falling away

	The coming of the “man of lawlessness” or Antichrist

	The “rapture” or the catching-up of the saints “to meet the Lord in the air”, 1 Thess 4:17

Three possible pictures
From these jigsaw pieces three different pictures can be built up:
	The premillennialist view

	The amillennialist view

	The postmillennialist view

Premillennialism
It claims to be basically literal:
	Descriptions are taken literally “as much as possible.”

	The sequence of events and visions are understood chronologically as they  stand in the text.

So this would be the resulting sequence of this view (which also claims that even if Matt 24 mentions no millennium, Rev 20 adds information to Jesus’ words in that chapter):
	The parousia (the second coming of Jesus)

	The binding of Satan

	The Christian dead raised

	A kingdom of saints on earth

	After a thousand years Satan re-emerges from his imprisonment.

	Satan attempts once more to destroy the saints but is himself destroyed.

	The resurrection of the rest of the dead

	The judgment of the great white throne

	The final destruction of the wicked

	The making of the new heaven and earth

The name “premillennialism” comes from the Latin for “before the millennium.” It refers to the view that Antichrist, tribulation, and rapture are usually set before Christ’s coming in victory, which comes before the millennium 
Amillennialism
This view has three characteristics:
	Descriptions in Revelation are seen as symbolic rather than literal. 

	It tries to interpret these symbols in the light of the rest of the Bible. 

	Sequences in Revelation are compared with the rest of the Bible, including the thousand years.

Here are the main points in the amillennialist view:
	There is only one parousia (one second coming of Jesus). It takes place on the Day of the Lord and the end of all things as described in Rev 19.

	Rev 20 precedes 19:19–20 in actual history (chronologically). Consequently,  20:1–3 is a flashback.

	The following three events in chapter 20 are seen as metaphors for the present situation in this world (the church age, the period between Jesus’ first and second coming):

a.The binding of Satan
b.The first resurrection
c.The millennium
	Only two things are yet to happen before the return of Christ:

a.A last revolt
b.A great tribulation
	Rev 20:9–15 records the same event as Rev 19:11–21.

So in this view there is no future millennium, only the church age. “Amillennialism” comes from the Latin for “no millennium.”
Postmillennialism
According to this view a thousand years (which could also be symbolic for any long period of time) can be distinguished from the rest of church history by the way good in an obvious way triumphs over evil. This period would be characterized by:
	Social improvement, or great spiritual advance

	Conversion of Jews on a very large scale (Rom 11:12)

	The gospel preached throughout the world (Matt 24:14)

Finally this period would end in a single climax to history, the parousia (the second coming of Jesus).
So according to this view, Christ will return after the millennium. “Post millennium” comes from the Lain for “after the millennium.”
Conclusion
In this book we have followed an amillennialist understanding of the book of Revelation. There are three reasons for that:
	The practice of the rest of the New Testament must be the norm for interpreting the expression “millennium,” not the apocalyptic, symbolic, and visionary text of Revelation.

	The early church would have understood Rev 20 to be highly symbolic and mostly timeless, not literal and strictly chronological.

	The apocalyptic style and symbolic style of Revelation must be compared with the non-symbolic teachings of the gospels and the epistles.
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Interpretations of the book of Revelation
There are traditionally four major interpretations of Revelation:
	The “preterist” interpretation understands the events of the book in large parts to have been fulfilled in the first centuries after Christ (either at the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70, or at both the fall of Jerusalem in the first century and the fall of Rome in the fifth century). The book was written to comfort Christians, who suffered persecution from both the imperial cult and Judaism. This view has dominated among Bible scholars. It has also gained revived interest at the popular level.

	The “historicist” interpretation sees the events of the book as unfolding in the course of history. So Revelation becomes a kind of “prophetic church history.” This was the perspective of the Protestant reformers (Martin Luther and John Calvin), who interpreted the Antichrist as the pope of the Roman Catholic church. This view is no longer common. 

	The “futurist” interpretation claims that the events of the book are largely unfulfilled. It waits for the events of chapters 4–22 to take place at the end times. This view has dominated among Christians in general. There are  two main variations of this view:

a.Classical dispensationalism
b.Progressive dispensationalism 
	The “idealist” interpretation claims that the book sets forth timeless truths concerning the battle between good and evil that continues throughout the church age. It does not care to pinpoint the symbolism of the book historically. It continues to hold considerable appeal because of its application to daily life. It has also become a refreshing view to all those who become “burned out” by prophecy in general. 

The viewpoint of my textbook is basically “idealist.”
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For the Teacher
General suggestions
Five student goals
	The students should further develop their reading and understanding skills.

	The students should constantly be encouraged to think about what they have read and to draw conclusions from what they have understood.

	The students should get to know the book of Revelation well.

	The students should be challenged to apply what they have studied to their own South Indian contemporary situation.

	The students should be encouraged to use texts from the book of Revelation for devotions, Bible studies and sermons.

A few general suggestions for the teacher
	Lecture and “teach” as little as possible. Allow the students to discover information for themselves. Don’t tell them everything. Don’t feel that you must teach them everything.

	Base your teaching on the dynamics of group work. This textbook has been designed to help you do so.

	Make sure that all the students are active in class. Encourage those who are silent, shy, or weak.

	Never ridicule a student. Always encourage.

	Encourage questions, and don’t be embarrassed if you cannot answer all of them. No Bible teacher has all the answers. Especially not when it comes to a book like Revelation! Realize that there are other views of how to interpret it – even if I personally think that they make much less sense.

	Don’t let students sidetrack you and your class by silly or irrelevant questions. Class time is precious and should not be wasted. 

	Make the students think for themselves. When you get a question, counter by saying, “What do you think is a good answer?” When you have answered a question from a student, add something like, “Do you agree with me, or do you have a better answer?” or “Do you have a better solution to this problem?” or “Why don’t you agree with me?”

How to cover a study in four steps
	You introduce the study.

	The students read the Bible text and work through the questions in groups of three or four.

	Go through their answers in class. Don’t waste time. Skip the simple questions and focus on those that the students have struggled with. Clarify misunderstandings.

Don’t feel that you have to cover all the points in the “Notes” part of the studies. Use the notes more as a reference tool. Allow the students to discover interesting information from the notes.
	Encourage the students to complete unfinished work during library time. They should also take time to review each study.

Make the students appreciate this course!
Revelation is one of the most fascinating – and challenging – books in the whole Bible.
 
Plan your course
This textbook has been written for a two-week course on the New Testament book of Revelation in the second year of the Kannada Satyaveda College program. The whole book must be covered within these two weeks. This can be done easily if you plan your work from the beginning.
I have a few suggestions for you:
	If at all possible, have the students read the whole book of Revelation before you start with the studies. This can be done individually or in pairs. Perhaps you can have them do it the weekend before the course starts.

	Don’t spend much time on introducing the book of Revelation. The short introduction provided in this textbook is enough. If possible, it should be done before the students start reading the text (see the previous point).

	The textbook consists of 45 studies. This means that you must cover at least 22 studies during the first week of the course.

	Use the reference section wisely. It is an excellent resource for you as teacher. It contains a lot of interesting stuff for the curious and ambitious student. It is an extra resource for you to refer the students to when they have questions. But it should not be “lectured” through by you. And don’t make the students “learn” all of it. Use your discretion!

	The answers section will make life easier for you as a teacher:

a.It will give you flexibility. The students can go through the answers on their own, and you can save valuable lesson time. Instead you can focus more on the difficult parts of a study. The students will also be able to cover studies (or parts of studies) in your absence (for example during library time). This will also save lesson time.
b.It will give you more confidence. There will be less reason for you to avoid letting the students do the questions, because you yourself cannot answer them. There will also be less temptation for you to come up with any random answer, just because you feel that you have so say anything – and you don’t have any clue about a correct or reasonable answer.
c.It will save preparation time for you. But my answers should not give you an excuse to come to class unprepared!
A warning: Even if I have provided answers to the questions, there may in some cases be other possible answers as well. Don’t be too categorical. If students suggest alternative answers, discuss them in class and see how valid they are.
How to use “Bible study/sermon/devotion”
For most of the studies, I have included suggestions for one or more topics for Bible studies, sermons and devotions. It is very important that the students learn to apply their study of a Bible passage to real life situations. That is the reason why I have included this section in the studies.
But you as their teacher should not make all the students do all these Bible studies, sermons and devotions. Time will not be enough for that. In addition, some of the students might find this kind of assignments very challenging. So you must use your discretion. Bright and fast students will be able to do many. Slower students will only manage one or two.
But don’t neglect this work. Instead you should encourage your students to do as many of the Bible studies, sermons and devotions as possible. You should also tell your students not to forget this resource for their future ministry. I am convinced that there will be many occasions for them to come back to this resource of ideas as they preach and teach in the future.
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