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Leviticus studies
Introduction to Leviticus
Name
Leviticus is the third book of the Pentateuch. The Hebrew Bible refers to it by the first words of the text, ”he called”. Jewish scholars calls it “the Instruction for Priests”. The English name “Leviticus” comes from the Septuagint Greek translation of the Old Testament and means “referring to the Levites”. 
God had appointed the Israelite tribe of Levi to act on behalf of the whole people. Some of the Levites (the descendants of Aaron) had priestly duties, while others were put in charge of the Tabernacle and its furnishings.
Setting and date
The laws in Leviticus were given to Moses during the year that Israel camped at Mount Sinai. This is made clear in the final verse of the book: “These are the commands the Lord gave Moses for the Israelites on Mount Sinai” (27:34). Consequently, the events of the book take place around 1444 BC.
Literary style
Leviticus contains laws, regulations and instructions concerning the religious life of the Israelites: ceremonial cleanness or purity, moral laws, the Day of Atonement, feasts and other holy days, the Sabbath year, and the Year of Jubilee. We hardly find any narrative texts, apart from descriptions of rituals and ceremonies, such as the ordination of the priests (chapter 8) and their ministry (chapter 9), and the stoning of a blasphemer in chapter 24. 
The way most of the material is presented follows a certain pattern: “The Lord spoke to Moses saying”, “Say to the people of Israel” (4:1–2; compare 1:1–2; 8:1–2; 11:1–2; 16:2; 17:1–2; 18:1–2; 19:1–2; 23:1–2; 25:1–2). Consequently, God is quoted directly in most of the passages throughout the book.
The message of the book
In Exodus, we saw how God gave Moses the directions for the building of the Tabernacle and for making provisions for its furnishings. Here in Leviticus, we find recorded how God told Moses (and through him the priests, the Levites and the people in general) how the sacrificial worship in the Tabernacle must be conducted, and how the national holidays should be celebrated. This could only be done by a holy people, because their God is holy (19:2). So there is a need to supply instructions on how to avoid ceremonial uncleanness and how to achieve purity.
Content and structure
The covenant at Sinai made Israel the earthly representation of God’s kingdom. The Lord became her king who established his administration over every area of Israel’s life. He regulated her religious, communal and personal life so that it reflected his holiness. 
So holiness becomes a main theme in Leviticus – the holiness of God as well as the holiness of man. Man must worship God in holiness. This is why God demands perfect animals for the various types of sacrifices (chapters 1–7). Further, the sacrifices must be performed by priests without deformity (chapters 8–10). Many areas of everyday life – a woman’s bleeding after childbirth (chapter 12); sores, burns, or baldness (chapters 13–14); a man’s bodily discharge (15:1–18); certain activities during a woman’s monthly period (15:19–33) – are expressions of a lack of perfection. These things symbolize a person’s spiritual defects and make him spiritually unclean. For example, a person with skin disease must stay away from the camp, which is the place of God’s special presence. He can only return to the camp (and thereby to God’s presence) when he is pronounced clean by the priests. But before he can reenter the camp, he has to offer the prescribed, perfect sacrifices. 
The offerings and sacrifices were prescribed by God. Even if they superficially resembled the pagan sacrifices of the surrounding nations, their significance was very different. They received their meaning from the Lord’s covenant relationship with Israel. Consequently, they above all symbolized atonement and worship.
Leviticus can be structured like this:
	The five main offerings, 1:1–7:38

	The priests, 8:1–10:20

	Purity laws, 11:1–15:33

	The Day of Atonement, 16:1–34

	Eating blood forbidden, 17:1–16

	Moral laws, 18:1–20:27

	Rules for priests, 21:1–22:33

	Appointed feasts of the Lord, 23:1–24:9

	A blasphemer stoned, 24:10–24

	The Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee, 25:1–55

	Blessings and curses, 26:1–46

	Redeeming what is the Lord’s, 27:1–34

Questions
	Where does the English name for the book come from and what does it signify?

	What is the setting of the book?

	What kind of texts do we find in Leviticus?

	Why is God quoted so much in Leviticus?

	What is the main message of the book?

	Give different examples of how “holiness” is to be understood in Leviticus.

	Compare the offerings and sacrifices of the Israelites with those of the surrounding pagan nations.

(Go to Introduction to Leviticus answers)
 
Leviticus study 1: Offerings and sacrifices
Introduction
The first seven chapters of Leviticus deal with offerings and sacrifices. Five types of offerings are described from two perspectives (first in 1:1–6:7, then again in 6:8–7:36): burnt offering, grain offering, fellowship offering, sin offering, and guilt offering. In chapter 8 (where we also find a description of the ordination offering), Aaron and his sons are ordained as priests. In chapter 9 the priests begin their ministry, and the glory of the Lord appears and consumes the burnt offering on the altar.
Read 
Leviticus chapters 1–9
Comments
Tent of Meeting (1:1): the Tabernacle
burnt offering (1:3): This chapter seems to refer to voluntary burnt offerings that any Israelite might offer as a special worship to God, but also for the atonement of his sins. In addition, according to Ex 29:39–42, a burnt offering was offered every morning and evening for all Israel. At a burnt offering the whole animal was consumed on the altar of burnt offering, which stood in front of the Tabernacle.
without blemish (1:3): The animal had to be perfect.
lay his hand on the head (1:4): This expressed identification between the offerer and the animal, compare 16:21.
atonement (1:4): The Hebrew word signifies “pardon and forgiveness of sin”. 
to flay (v 6): Compare 7:8, where it says that the priests could keep the skin.
a smell pleasing to the Lord (1:9, 13, 17): The smoke and the aroma probably symbolized worship. 
grain offering (2:1): The significance of this offering, which consisted of flour or baked items, is not explained. But it was a voluntary act of worship, recognizing God’s goodness and provisions.
a memorial portion (2: 2, 9, 16): The meaning of this expression could be either a reminder to the worshiper that all good things come from the Lord, or a reminder to the Lord to remember and bless the offerer. Perhaps it signifies a combination of both these aspects.
unleavened (2:4, 11): Leaven or yeast had to be excluded from the grain offering, as it symbolized corruption and evil. Unleavened bread also reminded the Israelites of the Exodus from Egypt.
firstfruits (2:12, 14): See 23:9–11
salt (2:13): Compare Num 18:19, but the significance of “covenant of salt” is not clear. Perhaps it just refers to the the fact that salt was used in the sacrificial meal, which was part of the making of a covenant. 
fellowship offering (3:1): The Hebrew expression is “peace offering” (also in Kannada NIBV). The two basic ideas included in this offering were peace and fellowship. “Peace” probably referred to peace between God and his people. Fellowship was involved as the offerer had fellowship with God and with the priest, who also ate part of the offering (see 7:15, 34). This was a voluntary offering.
on the burnt offering (3:5): A burnt offering for the whole nation was offered every morning and evening. So the fellowship offering was placed on top of it.
on the altar as food (3:11, 16): This is a metaphorical expression for “gift to God”. Israelite sacrifices differed from those of the surrounding pagan nations in that they were not understood as “food for the gods”.
eat no fat or blood (3:17): The fat belonged to God (see v 16), and eating blood was forbidden (see 17:10–12).
the anointed priest (4:3): The high priest
must (4:3): Sin offerings and guilt offerings were mandatory for specific sins. Burnt offerings, grain offerings and fellowship offerings were voluntary acts of worship.
curtain (4:6): This curtain divided the Tabernacle into two parts, the holy place and the most holy place.
horns (4:7): The four horns of the altar (see Ex 30:1–3) symbolized the atoning power of the sin offering (compare Ex 30:10).
clean (4:12): This had nothing to do with physical cleanliness, but with ceremonial cleanness. The distinction between clean and unclean in the context of the law had to do with ritual (or religious) purity.
altar (4:18): There were two altars in connection with the Tabernacle. This refers to the altar of incense which was situated in the holy place. The much bigger altar of burnt offerings stood in the courtyard.
will be forgiven (4:20): This is a key expression. It refers to God’s forgiveness and is used nine times in 4:20–6:7.
confess (5:5): Confession is necessary before forgiveness can be experienced.
guilt offering (5:15): This offering was similar to the sin offering, but it included compensation for damage done plus the payment of a 20 % penalty.
vow (7:16): A vow was a promise to give something to God in return for his deliverance or blessing.
cut off from his people (7:20, 25, 27): This expression means that a person was removed from the Israelite community. He was executed (see 20:1–5), or perhaps sometimes only excommunicated.
7:37–38 is a summary of chapters 1–8. The ordination offering is described in 8:14–36.
anointing oil (8:2, 10–12, 30): This oil was used to anoint the Tabernacle and the other sacred objects, but also the priests at their consecration (see Ex 40:9–16). Later it was also used to anoint kings and other leaders (1 Sam 10:1; 16:13). 
ephod (8:7): This was a beautiful sleeveless outer piece of clothing worn by the Israelite high priest (see Ex 28:6–10).
the urim and the thummim (8:8): Objects not clearly described (perhaps they were stones) that the high priest used to find out God’s directions in important matters. The objects were kept in the breastpiece of his ephod.
on the eighth day (9:1): After the seven days of ordination were over.
wave offering (9:21): This expression refers to lifting up of the offering, signifying that it was presented to God.
Questions
	Which are the five types of offering mentioned in chapters 1–7.

	These offerings can be divided into two groups depending on what was offered. How?

	These offerings can be divided into two groups depending on the offerer. How?

	Compare the two accounts of burnt offering in Lev 1:3–17 and 6:8–13. What is the main difference?

	What are the varieties of grain offering described in chapter 2?

	Four categories of people who conduct sin offerings are mentioned in chapter 4. Who are they?

	What are the sins mentioned in chapter 5 that require the sinner to present a sin offering?

	What are the sins mentioned in chapters 5–6 that require the sinner to present a guilt offering?

	List the main events that take place during the ordination of Aaron and his sons in chapter 8.

	As Aaron and his sons begin their priestly ministry in the Tabernacle in chapter 9, they present various offerings before the Lord. 

a.Make a list of the kinds of offerings they present.
b.What do we learn about the significance of these offerings?
	How is the glory of the Lord manifested, as Moses and Aaron come out from the Tabernacle?

Think and discuss
	This has been a long study about a subject with which you may not have been very familiar before. List a few things that you think have been particularly interesting. Give your reasons for choosing these.

	What do you think that we as South Indian believers today can learn from these first nine chapters of Leviticus? Make a list and give your reasons.

(Go to Leviticus answers 1)
 
Leviticus study 2: The Day of Atonement
Introduction
The Israelites had well-established rituals to get forgiveness for their sins throughout the year. But once a year the high priest would enter the most holy place behind the curtain in the Tabernacle, where the Ark of the Covenant was located, in order to make atonement for the whole Israelite community, which had suffered the effects of unforgiven sins and wrongdoings during the past year. In addition, the sacred spaces and the sacramental role of the priesthood itself were purified. This happened in September–October, and the day was called the Day of Atonement. In order to emphasize the seriousness of that day, the whole nation was called to hold a fast. “Fasting” was how the Israelites interpreted the Lord’s command “to deny oneself” in 16:29, 31.
Read 
Leviticus chapter 16
Comments
the two sons of Aaron who died when they drew near before the Lord (v 1): The story about Nadab and Abihu, who were consumed by fire from the presence of the Lord because they had disobeyed God’s command, is told in 10:1–2.
the atonement cover on the ark (v 2): On the Day of Atonement blood was sprinkled on the lid of the Ark to made atonement for the Israelites.
the sanctuary (v 3): Here this refers to the most holy place (compare v 2).
a young bull (v 3): It was sacrificed for the atonement of Aaron and his household (see v 6, 11).
a ram (v 3): It was sacrificed for the sins of the high priest (see also v 24).
two male goats for a sin offering (v 5): Only one goat was used for a sin offering  for the people: its blood was sprinkled on the atonement cover and in front of the ark; blood was also sprinkled in the holy place and on the horns of the altar of burnt offering; its body was burned outside the camp (see v 9, 15–16, 18, 27). The other goat, the scapegoat, was sent away alive with the sins of the nation (see v 21). This goat symbolized the removal of sin and guilt.
one ram (v 5): This was a second ram. It was sacrificed for the sins of the people (compare v 3; see also v 24).
for the scapegoat (v 8, 10, 26): The Hebrew word is azazel. It can be understood as “the goat of removal”, “the goat that goes away”, or “the goat that is led away”. Kannada JV translation has ajAjElanigOskara, used as a personal name, “for Azazel”, just like many other translations (for example the English NRSV and ESV). It has been interpreted as the name of an inaccessible place in the desert, of a desert demon, or of the leader of the fallen angels.
the Tent of Meeting (v 16, 17, 20): This expression refers in chapter 16 to the larger part of the Tabernacle (the part that was before the curtain), the holy place.
outside the camp (v 27): See 4:12, where we are told that all the remains of a sacrificed animal must be taken outside the camp to a place that was ceremonially clean (see also the instruction that God gave Moses on Mount Sinai, Ex 29:14).
deny yourselves (v 29; 31): The Hebrew expression means “afflict yourselves” or “humble yourselves”. The Israelites interpreted it as “fasting”. The Day of Atonement was the only day of fasting stipulated in the Old Testament. Later Jewish traditions added other days of fasting to the calendar.
seventh month (v 29): September–October in our modern calendars. It began with the Feast of Trumpets and included the Day of Atonement (the 10th day) and the Feast of Tabernacles (from the 15th to the 21st day).
Questions
	How did Aaron use the incense?

	Five animals are mentioned in v 3 and 5. For what purpose were they to be used in the Day of Atonement rituals? 

	Describe what happened with the first goat, the one that was sacrificed?

	Describe what happened with the second goat?

	Make a list of all that was to be atoned for during the Day of Atonement.

	Study the conclusion of this chapter (v 34). Make a list of your observations.

Think and discuss
	One reason why chapter 16 is confusing to a modern reader is that it does not describe the events of the ceremonies in strict chronological order. Try to figure out the chronological order of the rituals of the Day of Atonement.

	In what way do the two goats point to Jesus? 

a.The goat that was sacrificed. Look up these New Testament passages: Rom 3:23–25; Heb 9:11, 14, 21–22; 13:11–13; 1 John 2:2.
b.The scapegoat. Look up these New Testament passages: Joh 1:29; Heb 9:27–28; 1 John 3:4–5.
Note down your conclusions.
	The author of Hebrews uses the expression “outside the camp” (taken from Lev 16:27) three times in Heb 13:11–13. Explain what he refers to in each  of these three instances.

(Go to Leviticus answers 2)
 
Leviticus study 3: Sacrifice and the covenant
Introduction
Sacrifices consisting of animals, grain and drink were in Old Testament times not unique to the Israelites. The pagan peoples that lived in the surrounding countries had very similar practices. 
The purpose of the pagan sacrifices was, however, to please the gods by giving food and drink to them. If the gods were pleased by the sacrifices, they might grant favors to the worshipers. 
In contrast, the sacrifices of the Old Testament Israelite religion took place within the covenant. Sacrifices were not the means by which a relationship was established between the Israelites and their God. Instead the sacrifices were based on an already established relationship. First came the covenant, then came the sacrifices.
Go through again Lev chapters 1–7, 9 and 16 and answer the questions below.
Questions
	The sacrificial ritual followed a certain pattern. It consisted of six stages (or steps). Which were these six stage (the references will help you find the answers)?

a.See 1:1; 2:1; 3:1; 4:3, 14, 23, 28; 5:14.
b.See 1:4; 3:2; 4:4.
c.See 1:5; 3:2; 4:4.
d.See 1:5; 3:2; 4:5–7; 7:2.
e.See 1:8–9; 3:3–5; 4:8–10; 7:3–5.
f.See 3:17; 6:26, 29; 7:6.
	In Lev 4:20 (and other places) we find the expression “make atonement”. The Hebrew verb for this expression is probably related to an older word which meant “to wipe off” or “to cleanse”. This indicates that sin – at least to some extent – was looked upon as a “defilement” or “pollution”. The Day of Atonement rituals (chapter 16) seem to support this basic meaning. How?

	In chapter 9 the priests begin their ministry and perform sacrifices for the first time:

a.Which are the four kinds of offering that they present?
b.One of these is actually presented as part of another offerings. Explain.
c.Compare the order of these three (or four) offerings in chapter 9 with the order found in 1:3–6:7 and 6:8–7:38. What is your conclusion?
Think and discuss
	In what way do you think the Old Testament sacrifices expressed the covenant that God had made with the Israelites?

	In question 3 above we saw that the actual order of the sacrifices that Aaron and his sons performed is the one found in chapter 9, and not those found in earlier passages. The order was: sin offering, followed by burnt offering (and with that the grain offering), followed by fellowship offering (compare Num 6:16–17, where we find the same order). How does this order of the actual operation of the sacrificial system reveal the theology behind it?

	What can we as South Indian believers today learn from this study?

Conclusions
We can draw the following conclusions from this study: 
	The Old Testament Israelite sacrifices were outwardly similar to the sacrifices of the surrounding pagan nations. But their significance was very different.

	The Israelite sacrificial system was an expression of the covenant that God had made with his people. It can only be understood in the context of the covenant.

	Based on the actual working out of the sacrificial system (for example in chapter 9), the meaning of sacrifice in the Old Testament can summarized in these two statements:

a.Sacrifice provides cleansing within the established covenant relationship.
b.Sacrifice constantly renews a person’s dedication to God.
	One of the lessons that we who live in the New Covenant can learn from this study is that we too need constant cleansing and constant renewal of our covenant relationship with God. God established this covenant relationship with us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We, on our part, need to daily surrender our lives to Jesus and invite the Holy Spirit to renew our lives.

(Go to Leviticus answers 3)
 
Leviticus study 4: The priesthood
Introduction
We have seen from our previous study that it was the role of the appointed priests to offer sacrifices to the Lord in the Tabernacle. Leviticus chapter 8 records the ordination of Aaron and his sons for this work, and in the following chapter they begin their ministry by offering sin offerings, burnt offerings and fellowship offerings for themselves and for the people. 
But the function of the priesthood was not only to offer sacrifices. The priests also taught the law. In Lev 10:10–11, God told Aaron that he and his sons had to distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean, and that they had to teach the Israelites all the decrees the Lord had spoken to them through Moses. When Moses pronounced his farewell blessing on the Israelites tribes, he described the functions of Levi like this:
They shall teach your ordinances to Jacob
	and your law to Israel.
They shall put incense before you
	and whole burnt offerings on your altar (Deut 33:10).
So here Moses mentions the teaching function of the Levites before their officiating function in the sacrificial rituals of the Tabernacle services.
Because the Old Testament legal system was based on the law of Moses, the function of the priesthood to administer justice was closely linked with the teaching of the law. Deuteronomy, which contains instructions for the future life of the Israelites in the Promised Land, mentions courts of law with officiating judges (see for example Deut 25:1–3). But when the judges were unable to solve a complicated legal issue, they brought the case to the priests (Deut 17:8–13; see also Deut 21:1–5).
The history of the priesthood is complicated, and some of the biblical evidence is difficult to interpret. Most Bible scholars agree on the fact that originally there was no fixed priesthood. In Genesis we find that the tribe of Levi was a secular tribe just like any other tribe (see for example Gen 34:24; 49: 5). 
At the time of Moses, the tribe of Levi was set apart for special ministry in the worship of the Israelites (Ex 28:1; 29:9, 44; 30:30; 40:13; Lev chapter 8). This happened during the year the Israelites were encamped at Mount Sinai. So from that time onwards, the priests had to be not only Levites, but also from the family of Moses’ brother Aaron. Within the family of Aaron, the high priesthood was limited to the sub-family of Aaron’s son Eleazar (Num 3:32; 4:16; 20:26). There was always a clear division between priests and the other subdivisions of Levites.
The Levites were seen to be substitutes for the firstborn of Israel (Num 3:40–51). 
A few hundred years later, king David divided the priesthood into 24 groups (1 Chron 24:1–19). 
But even after the time of Moses, Israelite individuals who were not priests seem to have continued the practice of offering sacrifices. We find many examples of this in Judges and the books of Samuel and Kings: Gideon built a new altar where he sacrificed a bull (Judg 6:23–28). Samson’s father Manoah made a grain offering and sacrificed a goat (Judg 13:19). During the time of Eli, it seems to have been the practice of Israelites in general to offer their own sacrifices (1 Sam 2:12–15). King David seems to have performed his own sacrifice at the time the ark was brought into Jerusalem (2 Sam 6:12–13, 17–19). He also built an altar on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings (2 Sam 24:18–25). The dramatic story when the prophet Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel is well-known. God himself sent fire to consume the bull that Elijah sacrificed to him (1 Kings 18).
So, on one hand, we find that the priests of the family of Aaron are the ones appointed by God to offer sacrifices. But on the other hand, we see again and again how individuals from other Israelite tribes offer sacrifices, sometimes in obedience to a direct instruction from God. How can this conflicting picture be solved? The solution is to make a distinction between the official worship and local altars. In the official worship, which represented the whole nation before God, only priests of the line of Aaron could minister. At the local altars, which seem to have been in use during most of the historical period before the Babylonian exile, any Israelite man could offer sacrifices. 
Questions
	Refer to the text above and look up the Bible references. Then answer the following questions, using your own words as much as possible.

a.Explain Deut 33:10 from the point of view of the functions of the Israelite priesthood.
b.Which additional function of the priesthood do you find in Deut 21:1–5?
c.What functions of the priesthood are referred to in these passages?
	Lev 10:10–11

	Lev 9:22

	Deut 17:10

d.Where did Gideon build an altar called “God is Peace”?
e.Describe the altar on Mount Carmel on which Elijah placed his sacrifice.
f.What is the significance of Num 3:45?
	At what point in the history of the Israelites were Aaron and his sons ordained as priests? Why did it happen just then?

Think and discuss
	In what way is the history of the Israelite priesthood as recorded in the Old Testament texts complicated?

	Go through the first conclusion below. What would be the requirements/qualifications (formal as well as personal) for each of the three priestly functions?

	What new things about the priesthood during Old Testament times have you learnt in this study?

Conclusions
We can draw the following conclusions from this study:
	The Old Testament Israelite priests had three functions:

a.They performed the offerings and sacrifices, first in the Tabernacle, later in the Jerusalem temple.
b.They taught the law to the people: “The Lord then spoke to Aaron: ‘… teach the Israelites all the statutes which the Lord has spoken to them through Moses’” (Lev 10:8, 11).
c.They assisted the judges in matters relating to the application of the law: “If you have a case in your courts that is too difficult for you to judge … Go to the priests, who are Levites, and to the judge who is in office at that time. Consult them and they will give you the verdict” (Deut 17:8–9). 
	There seems to have been two “systems” of sacrifice in ancient Israel:

a.The official and national system connected with a central place of worship, first the Tabernacle, later the Jerusalem temple. Only priests in the family line of Aaron could serve in this official worship, where sacrifices – not only for individuals but also – for the whole nation could be offered to the Lord.
b.The individual sacrificial system, where any Israelite man could offer sacrifices anywhere in the country to the Lord.
	The tribe of Levi was originally a secular tribe like the other Israelite tribes. But during the time of Moses while the Israelites were encamped at Mount Sinai, God separated the tribe of Levi for religious duties.

	The Levites can be divided into two main groups:

a.Those in the family line of Aaron were the priests. But only those who belonged to the line of Aaron’s son Eleazar could become high priests.
b.The rest of the Levites had non-priestly religious duties.
(Go to Leviticus answers 4)
 
Leviticus study 5: Purification after childbirth
Introduction
Leviticus chapters 11–15 deal with several aspects of “loss of ceremonial purity” or “loss of ritual cleanness”. Certain kinds of food are unclean and must be avoided. A woman who has given birth is ceremonially unclean and must undergo a period of purification. Infectious skin diseases and mildew have to be removed so that they don’t contaminate the Israelite camp. The camp must be “holy” and the Israelites must be “holy”, because their covenant Lord is holy, and he is present with his people in their camp.
Read 
Leviticus chapter 12
Comments
unclean (v 2): It was the bleeding that made the mother unclean (see v 7), not the childbearing as such. 
monthly period (v 2): The ceremonial uncleanness surrounding a woman during her monthly period is described in 15:19–24.
Questions
	The time between the birth of a child and the mother bringing her offering to the Tabernacle is divided into two periods. How?

	What offerings is a woman required to make when her period of purification is over?

	How do the requirements differ between ordinary women and poor women?

Think and discuss
	In the light of what you learnt in the previous study, why would it be necessary for a woman who had given birth to a child to arrange for sin offering for her purification (instead of grain offering or fellowship offering)?

	For us it seems strange that the period of purification should be twice as long after the birth of a girl than after the birth of a boy. Can you think of any reasons why God told the Israelites to make this difference?

(Go to Leviticus answers 5)
 
Leviticus study 6: Feasts and festivals
Introduction
The Lord spoke to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and tell them: ‘These are my appointed feasts, the appointed feasts of the Lord, which you must proclaim to be holy assemblies’” (Lev 23:1–2). The feasts, or sacred festivals, played an important role in Old Testament Israelite life. They were (apart from the Day of Atonement) religious services accompanied by demonstrations of joy and gladness. 
In Leviticus chapter 23 (and related passages in Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy), we find that there were three major thanksgiving festivals in ancient Israel:
	Passover: the spring festival (in March–April) at which the Exodus from Egypt was commemorated

	Firstfruits (or Feast of Weeks): later in spring (May–June) celebrating the beginning of the harvest

	Tabernacles (or Ingathering): in autumn (September–October) celebrating the end of the agricultural year and reminding the Israelites of the desert wanderings on their way to the Promised Land.

There were many similarities between the celebration of these thanksgiving festivals and the pagan customs of the surrounding nations of those days. But the purpose was very different. The pagan festivals were largely focused on achieving the fertility of the land. In contrast, there is no indication that these three Israelite thanksgiving festivals in any way had this purpose. They were not attempts to “bribe” God to increase the fertility of the land.
Later the Feast of Weeks (or Firstfruits) became associated with the giving of the law on Sinai.
The fourth great annual festival of ancient Israel was the Day of Atonement. It was observed on the tenth day of the seventh month (September–October) as a festival of collective guilt, the guilt of the whole Israelite nation.
Some Bible scholars suggest that there was also a specific New Year festival, and that the Israelite king was associated with this festival. But we can find no real evidence of this in the Old Testament texts.
Read 
Leviticus chapter 23
Comments
Sabbath (v 3): The Hebrew word means ”rest”. The Israelites observed the seventh day of the week (our present-day Saturday) as a day of complete rest.
the first month (v 5): March–April in our modern calendars
fifty days (v 16): The Feast of Weeks was observed in the third month (May–June). The New Testament calls it Pentecost, which means ”the fiftieth” in Greek.
the seventh month (v 24): September–October in our modern calendars
trumpet blasts (v 24): Trumpets sounding across the whole country informed the people of the beginning of the new season, as the agricultural year had come to an end. From Ps 81:3 we understand that a ram’s horn was also sounded on the first day of every month.
deny yourselves (v 27): The Day of Atonement was a day of fasting, which is expressed by “deny yourself”.
Questions
	Make a list of all the feasts mentioned. Note down when, how and why they were celebrated. See also the second question under Think and discuss below.

	Which of these festivals are connected with the agricultural year. How?

	Compare the celebration of Israelite thanksgiving festivals with the pagan customs of the surrounding nations of those days.

	Why was the Day of Atonement celebrated?

	Which feast showed special concern for the poor and the foreigners? How?

Think and discuss
	The celebration of feasts and festivals was important to the Israelites during Old Testament times. This is evident from the fact that the national feasts are mentioned in many passages in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. Make use of your list (your answer to question 1 above) and answer this question: Why do you think they were so important? 

	Does your church (or your family) celebrate any festival (or holiday) when the underprivileged (the poor people or the strangers) are remembered and provided for? Share your traditions and experiences.

(Go to Leviticus answers 6)
Leviticus study 7: The Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee
Introduction
Leviticus chapter 25 describes two important religious and social events in ancient Israel: the Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee. 
Every seventh year was to be declared a Sabbath year when the fields of the land should lie fallow and “rest” from the previous six years of bearing crops. 
Every fiftieth year (the year after “seven times seven years”) was to be declared a Year of Jubilee, when debts were canceled, bonded laborers liberated, and agri-cultural land returned to its original owners. This was God’s way of ensuring that the Israelites maintained social and financial stability so that extreme poverty was eliminated.
Read 
Leviticus chapter 25
Comments
a sabbath of complete rest for the land (v 4): This was one way of restoring the fertility of the land, as the ancient Israelites did not practice crop rotation.
the fiftieth year (v 10): This was perhaps a fallow year (a year of “rest” for the land) in addition to the seventh Sabbatical Year (see the previous comment).
jubilee (v 10): The Hebrew word is yobel. It also means “ram’s horn”.
redemption of the land (v 24): This means that the original family should have the land returned to it.
interest (v 36, 37): The meaning of the Hebrew word is possibly “excessive interest”, not just “interest”.
Questions
	How could the people of Israel survive during the Sabbatical Year when they were not allowed to “reap what grows” or “harvest the grapes”?

	Make a list of the important things that should take place during the Year of Jubilee.

Think and discuss
	There seems to be a contradiction between v 6–7 and v 5 in the passage about the Sabbatical Year (Lev 25:1–7).

a.Explain the apparent contradiction.
b.How can these verses be harmonized? 
	How would you summarize the purpose of the Jubilee Year? How was this purpose achieved?

	What can we as believers in South India today learn from the passages about the Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee (Lev 25)?

(Go to Leviticus answers 7)
 
Leviticus study 8: The effectiveness of the sacrificial system
Introduction
As we read the Old Testament prophetic books, we come across oracles that seem to be very critical of the sacrificial system of those days (see for example Is 1:10–11; Jer 6:20; Am 5:22). So we may draw the conclusion that the positive approach to sacrifice which we find in Leviticus was not shared by the prophets. But when we look at the prophetic utterances in their context we will find that the prophets, as they spoke words from God, criticized the abuses of the sacrificial system – not the system itself. The language that the prophets used was often very harsh. But the purpose of that harsh language was to make the Israelites aware of their deplorable situation and persuade them to correct the abuses. 
Consequently, we would be mistaken if we took the criticism of offerings and sacrifices found in the prophetic books as proof of the fact that the Old Testament prophets were consciously looking beyond themselves to some future – and deeper – fulfillment of the Old Testament sacrificial system.
Those who claim that the only purpose of the Old Testament sacrifices was to point to Jesus’ death on the cross, and that the Old Testament sacrificial system in itself could not achieve the forgiveness of sins are mistaken. In the same way, those who claim that the Old Testament sacrifices were only ceremonial and that they consequently were not really concerned with the issue of personal sinfulness are wrong.
Sacrifice in the Old Testament is not presented as a primitive or a temporary institution. No, sacrifice was the means of forgiveness within God’s covenant with the Israelites. But as we have seen earlier, the system did not initiate the relationship. Instead, the system expressed an already existing relationship between God and his people. 
Also, the submitting of the offerings and sacrifices must express the correct attitude of the worshiper towards God. The worshiper must approach God with the right mindset, seeking atonement and God’s forgiveness. And under this system – after the worshiper had confessed his sin – he would be forgiven (Lev 4:35). But this forgiveness required the confession of sin (Num 5:6–7). So the burning of animal sacrifices and the presenting of grain offerings did not automatically procure the forgiveness of sins. It was this kind of misconception that God condemned through the prophets.
All sins that had their origin in human weakness and carelessness were atoned for, whether they were premeditated or involuntary (Lev 4:27–28, 31). Some Bible scholars claim that the Old Testament draws a distinction between intentional and unintentional sins, and that atonement could only be given for unintentional sins. They base their view on Num 15:29–31. But a careful reading of this passage reveals that it does not refer to intentional sin in general. It refers to people who have persisted in defiant violation of God’s law. For such people there is no forgiveness, and their guilt remains on them. On the other hand, the context of Num 5:6–7 makes it clear that confessed sin was always forgiven, whether involuntary or premeditated.
We also need to understand that the Old Testament never taught that it was the blood of bulls and goats that took away a person’s sin. No, it was God who had given the sacrificial system to Israel. And it was only God who could forgive sins. And God’s forgiveness was brought to the Israelites through the sacrificial system. So sacrifice was the means for the forgiveness of sin that the Old Testament covenant offered. 
We also need to remember that the Old Testament sacrificial system was limited. It could not offer the sinner any permanent peace. The sacrifices had to be repeated again and again. Even the Day of Atonement recurred year after year. So the letter to the Hebrews rightly contrasts this old system with the one sacrifice of Christ. Christ’s death on the cross finally brought an end to the Old Testament sacrificial system. 
But this truth does not mean that sins under the Old Covenant were only symbolically forgiven by the sacrificial system. No, it was really forgiven. We would also be wrong to claim that the God-fearing Israelite realized that the system that gave him forgiveness for his unintentional as well as his intentional sins was limited. No, there was no way for him to realize that. We who belong to the New Covenant know, of course, that the Old Testament sacrifices were made valid in the mind of God on the basis of the one sacrifice of the Lamb of God who took away the sins of the world. We who belong to the New Covenant also know that the sacrificial system looked beyond itself; it pointed to Jesus. But Old Testament worshipers did not – and could not – know that. For them, the sacrificial system was a God-given means of reconciliation. It was God’s way to repair the breach of the covenant that had been caused by their sin. It was God’s way to forgive them their sins.
Questions
Refer to the text above and read all the Bible references. Then answer the following questions, using your own words as much as possible.
	Read Lev 4:27–35 and answer the following questions:

a.What was the consequence of – even unintentional – sin?
b.What made the “member of the community” bring the goat to the priest?
c.What was the result of the sacrifice performed by the priest?
	Retell in your own words God’s criticism of the Israelite offerings and sacrifices at the time of the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah and Amos. Don’t forget to look at the context of each passage.

a.Is 1: 10–11
b.Jer 6:20
c.Am 5:22
	What kind of sins could be forgiven under the Old Testament sacrificial system?

	In what way was the Old Testament sacrificial system limited?

	What do we know about the Old Testament sacrificial system that the Israelites themselves didn’t know?

Think and discuss 
	Several common misunderstandings of the Old Testament sacrificial system are discussed in the first part of this study. What are they, and how would you address these misunderstandings?

	What new things about the Old Testament sacrificial system have you learnt in this study?

	Some texts in the prophetic books speak against the abuse of the Old Testament sacrificial system (see the answers to question 2 above). Is it possible for us South Indian present-day believers who belong to the New Covenant to misuse the “New Testament sacrificial system”? If so, how?

Conclusions
We can draw these five main conclusions from this study of the Old Testament sacrificial system:
	It was God’s way of dealing with the sin of the Israelites in the Old Covenant. 

	It really dealt with their sins. God forgave them their sins, unintentional sins as well as premeditated sins.

	So the significance of the sacrificial system was not limited to a symbolical foreshadowing of the sacrificial death of Jesus. 

	But it really did foreshadow Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross, a foreshadowing that the Old Testament prophets and other devout Israelites did not know about. For them the Old Testament sacrificial system truly was God’s way to forgive their sins.

	But the effect of the system was limited. It was unable to grant lasting forgiveness and permanent peace. The sin and guilt offerings had to be repeated over and over again. Only with the death of Jesus Christ sin was dealt with “once for all”:

(Go to Leviticus answers 8)
 

Numbers studies
Introduction to Numbers
Name
Numbers is the fourth book of the Pentateuch. Its Hebrew title is “In the wilderness”. This title is taken from the first sentence of the book, and it covers the content of the book well. The Kannada translations have used this title. The English name “Numbers” comes from the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament and is based on the census lists found in chapters 1 and 26. 
Setting and date
The book contains an account of the almost 39 years of Israel’s wandering in the desert after the events at Mount Sinai (compare Num 1:1 with Deut 1:1). It can be divided into three major parts, based on Israel’s geographical location: 
	Israel at Mount Sinai preparing to depart for the Promised Land

	Israel journeying from Mount Sinai via Kadesh Barnea to the Plains of Moab

	Israel on the Plains of Moab in anticipation of taking the Promised Land

Consequently the events recorded took place around 1444 BC – 1406 BC.
Literary style
The book contains a mixture of literary styles. We find censuses (chapters 1 and 26), instructions for how the camp was to be organized (chapter 2), record of marching order (chapter 10), travel diary (chapter 33), many laws on various subjects, and so on. Much of the laws and instructions remind us of Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy. A large number texts contain dramatic narratives, some of them well known.
The message of the book
The theological message of Numbers is told through the narrative of the wilderness wanderings of the Israelites. In the beginning of the book, the Lord organizes Israel into a military camp. From Sinai she marches as a conquering army. The Lord is leading her, and the purpose is to establish God’s kingdom in the Promised Land. The opposing nations will be conquered.
Israel is portrayed as the Lord’s redeemed covenant people, called to be the servant people of God. Her task is to establish his kingdom on earth. But we also find how she violates the covenant through repeated disobedience and rebellion. This provokes God’s anger.
Content and structure
Numbers recounts the story of Israel’s journey from Mount Sinai to the Plains of Moab on the border of Canaan. We read about the murmuring and rebellion of God’s people and God’s subsequent judgment on them. The people whom God had saved from slavery in Egypt and then made a covenant with at Sinai did not respond to his gracious acts with faith, thankfulness, and obedience. Instead they responded with unbelief, ingratitude, and repeated acts of rebellion. They even said “no thanks” to the Promised Land, as they refused to undertake the conquest of Canaan (chapter 14). Consequently God condemned them to spend the rest of their lives in the wilderness. Only the second generation would be allowed to enjoy the fulfillment of the promise that God had given to the first generation. So we can see how Numbers presents God’s wrath – not only against the enemy nations – but also against his own disobedient people. Even Moses, the great prophet and servant of the Lord, was not excluded from God’s wrath when he disobeyed God (chapter 20)
But in spite of their unfaithfulness to him, God would continue to be faithful and fulfill his purpose for his people. This we understand from the story about Balaam in chapters 22–24. King Balak hired him to curse the Israelites. But Balaam found that he was only able to proclaim God’s blessing over them. This shows that God’s plan of redemption for his people cannot be hindered.
Numbers can be structured like this:
	Israel at Mount Sinai preparing to depart for the Promised Land, 1:1–10:10

a.Census and the arrangement of the camp
b.Purity laws, observance of the Passover
	The journey from Sinai to Kadesh Barnea, 10:11–12:16

a.Quail from the Lord
b.Miriam and Aaron oppose Moses
	The Israelites at Kadesh Barnea, 13:1–20:13

a.The exploring of Canaan
b.The rebellion of the Israelites
c.Various laws
d.The rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram and the budding of Aaron’s staff
e.Water from the rock: Moses's sin against God at Meribah
	The journey from Kadesh Barnea to the Plains of Moab, 20:14–22:1

a.The death of Aaron
b.The bronze snake
c.The defeat of the Amorite king Sihon and of Og the king of Bashan
	The Israelites on the Plains of Moab, 22:2–32:42

a.Balak appointing Balaam to curse the Israelites with resulting blessings
b.Moabite seduction of the Israelites at Shittim
c.The second census
d.Instruction and laws for a new generation
	Additional material: the stages of the journey, the division of Canaan

Questions
	Where does the English name for the book come from and why this name?

	How are the Israelites portrayed in Numbers?

	What is the setting of Numbers?

	Find the following places on the map The Exodus: Mount Sinai, Kadesh Barnea, Moab.

	When do the events recorded in Numbers take place?

	What are the two most common types of text in Numbers.

	What was the result of the refusal of the Israelites to enter Canaan?

	In what way is God’s faithfulness to his people evident in the story about Balaam?

(Go to Introduction to Numbers answers)
 
Numbers study 1: The first census. The Israelite camp
Introduction
The book of Numbers begins with God telling Moses and Aaron in the Desert of Sinai to take a census of all Israelite men who can serve in the army. But the families of the tribe of Levi are not counted along with the others. Then God tells them to arrange the camp of the Israelites with the Tent of Meeting in the center and with the twelve tribes camped around it, three in each direction.
Read 
Num 1:1–4, 44–54; 2:1–2, 17, 32–34
Comments
the Lord spoke to Moses (1:1): One the most striking features of Numbers is how often it is written that the Lord spoke to Moses. It is mentioned with various expressions more than 150 times. That God speaks to and through a person indicates that he is a prophet (compare Num 12:6–8).
the Tent of Meeting (v 1): This was another name for the Tabernacle.
in the Desert of Sinai (v 1): This expression is the source of the book’s name in Hebrew and in Kannada.
the first day of the second month of the second year (v 1): This is thirteen months after the Exodus from Egypt.
The total number was 6,03,550 (v 46): This number of fighting men points at a total Israelite population of at least 20,00,000. This very large number (considering the the historical period and the practicalities of the wilderness wanderings) has puzzled Bible scholars, who have suggested a variety of solutions.
the Tabernacle of the Testimony (v 50, 53): the tent with the Ark (a wooden box) containing the two stone tablets with the Ten Commandments
Questions
	What was the purpose of the census?

	How was the census organized?

	Why were not the Levites counted?

	Where was the camp of the Levites, and why were they camped there?

	What are we told about the way the Israelites responded to God’s instructions through Moses?

Think and discuss
	What impression do we get of the organization of the Israelites in these first two chapters of Numbers? What can we as God’s people in South India learn from this?

	What impression do we get of the relationship between God, Moses/Aaron and the people in these first two chapters of Numbers? What can we as God’s people in South India learn from this?

(Go to Numbers answers 1)
 
Numbers study 2: God’s ideal for Israel
Introduction
The census in chapter 1 shows that by this time the Israelites have become a numerous and great people. 
The main purpose of the first ten chapters of the book is to describe Israel as an ideal community of twelve tribes in whose midst the Lord of the covenant dwells. This is demonstrated through the arrangement of the camp, the order of march as the Israelites leave the Mount Sinai area, the Tabernacle, the cloud of God’s presence, the role of the Levites, and the laws dealing with sin and regulating ceremonial cleanness.
Read 
Num chapter 2, chapter 5; 7:1–3; 8:5–19; 9:6–10, 15–23; 10:11–28
Questions
	What was in the center of the Israelite camp (chapter 2)? What could have been the significance of this?

	Make a simple chart of how the Israelite camp was arranged (chapter 2).

	Chapter 5 contains three passages. What issues do they deal with and what do they have in common?

	What is the occasion of chapter 7?

	How were the Levites made ceremonially clean and set apart for their service? What did this ceremony symbolize (chapter 8)?

	What issue is dealt with in 9:6–10?

	How would you summarize the message of 9:15–23?

	Make a simple chart of the order of march for the Israelites (10:11–28).

	Look up Num 1:45; 2:34; 4:49; 5:4; 8:4, 20; 9:5, 23. What do these verses tell us about the ”ideal for Israel”?

Conclusions
We can draw these conclusions from the study of the passages above:
	God was in the center of the Israelites camp through the Tabernacle. This symbolized the centrality of the Lord of the covenant for the faith and practice of the Israelites.

	This meant that the Israelites must follow the Lord’s commands and direction, spoken to them through Moses.

	As God is holy, so the Israelites must be holy. Consequently,

a.The Israelites had to be protected from coming too close to God and the holy things (the Ark, the Tabernacle and the furnishings) associated with him. The priests and the Levites protected the people from God’s holiness. This is seen in the arrangement of the camp.
b.The camp of the Israelites and the Israelites themselves must be ceremonially clean. Consequently, God provided them with laws and rituals of purification, which had to be followed
c.The sin of the people had to be atoned for. This was done through the sacrificial system. Consequently, God provided them with laws that regulated this system.
	God led his people through the wilderness:

a.He went before his people (represented by the priests carrying the Ark) as the Israelites marched in army-like divisions towards the Promised Land.
b.He guided his people through the movements of the cloud symbolizing his glorious presence.
	The first ten chapters of Numbers describe God’s “ideal for Israel”, demonstrated through the four previous points. 

Think and discuss
	Use your own words (and do not refer to your notes or to the textbook) to explain the various aspects of “God’s ideal for Israel”.

	Share in your group how this study has given you a better understanding of God and of Israel at the beginning of the wilderness wanderings.

	Do you think that there is such a thing as “God’s ideal for his people today”? Why – why not?

	If you think that there is such a thing as “God’s ideal for his people today”, make a list of important aspects of this ideal.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for your church called God’s ideal for his people today.
(Go to Numbers answers 2)
 
Numbers study 3: Departure from Sinai. Quails from the Lord
Introduction
We have come to the beginning of the second main part of Numbers. After eleven months in the region of Mount Sinai, the Israelites set out for the Promised Land. God gives them their marching orders: First, Judah leads three tribes followed by Levites carrying the Tabernacle. Second, Reuben leads three tribes followed by other Levites carrying the holy furnishings for the Tabernacle. Third, Ephraim leads three tribes. Finally, Dan heads the last three tribes. 
God guides them by his cloud along the first leg of their journey from Mount Sinai to the Desert of Paran.
Soon the Israelites start complaining about the hardships of the journey. In addition, the non-Israelite crowds that accompany them complain about the food. This causes more grumbling, and the Lord is angered. Moses gets discouraged and complains to God about his burdensome situation. God responds by appointing seventy elders to assist him. God also promises to give the Israelites as much meat as they can eat, and he sends quails. But God’s anger burns against the people and he strikes them with a severe plague. 
Read 
Num 10:11–13, 33–36; 11: 1–35
Comments
the twentieth day of the second month of the second year (10:11): By this time the Israelites had stayed eleven months in the area of Mount Sinai. The journey to the Promised Land should have taken about three months. Instead they had to spend almost 39 years in the wilderness. 
the desert of Paran (v 12): This is the wilderness area in the central part of the Sinai Peninsula, see the map The Exodus.
Taberah (11:3): The name means “burning”.
rabble (v 4): This expression refers to the non-Israelite people who had followed the Israelites from Egypt.
fish … the cucumbers and the melons and the leeks, onions, and garlic (v 5): This shows that the food in Egypt contained both non-vegetarian and vegetarians items.
Is the Lord’s arm too short? (v 23): This metaphor expresses that the Lord had  the power needed to deal with the situation.
Kibroth Hattaavah (v 34): The name means ”graves of craving” or “graves of greediness”.
Questions
	How much time has passed between God’s instructions to Moses about the census and the departure of the Israelites from their camp at Mount Sinai?

	Why did the Israelites leave their camp at Mount Sinai?

	Two things made God angry in chapter 11. Which were they?

	Moses was troubled when the people’s complaints angered God. How did Moses describe his situation?

	What was God’s solution for the overburdened Moses?

	How did Moses react when God promised that the Israelites would get meat to eat?

	What was Moses's desire for all God’s people?

	Why did God send a plague over the people?

Think and discuss
	Compare the relationship between God, Moses and the Israelites in chapter 11 with their relationship in the first ten chapters of Numbers. What can the church in South India learn from this?

	In chapter 11 we find that God provided Moses with seventy assistant leaders. 

a.How was it done? 
b.What can we learn from this story?
Prepare Bible studies
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare two Bible studies for your church. You can call them
	Facing hardship

	The overburdened pastor

(Go to Numbers answers 3)
 
Numbers study 4: Miriam and Aaron oppose Moses
Introduction
In chapter 11, the Israelites complained to Moses about their hardships in the wilderness. In the following chapter, even Moses's own sister and brother oppose his leadership. They are jealous of his special relationship with God. God calls the three of them to the Tent of Meeting. There he confirms that Moses is his faithful servant with whom he speaks face to face. God’s anger burns against Miriam and Aaron and he strikes Miriam with leprosy. But Moses intercedes for her and God heals her. After Miriam’s seven days of isolation, the Israelites break camp and  continue their journey to the Desert of Paran.
Read 
Num 12:1–15
Comments
his Cushite wife (v 1): There seems to have been two areas called Cush, one in Africa (present-day Sudan/Ethiopia), one in Arabia. Moses's wife Zipporah came from Midian, which in those days referred to parts of the Sinai Peninsula and the adjoining part of Arabia. But we do not know if “Cushite wife” refers to Zipporah. The context seems to indicate that Moses now has a second wife.
humble (v 3): The Hebrew word can also mean “subdued” or “miserable”, which would make better sense in the context; but the English and Kannada translations have chosen “humble”.
in all my house (v 7): This expression means “among all the Israelites”.
spit in her face (v 14). This was an act of public rebuke (compare Deut 25:9; Job 30:10).
in disgrace for seven days (v 14): Seven days of isolation was common after a person had been  unclean (compare Lev 14:8; 15:19; Num 19:11–12). 
Questions
	Miriam and Aaron talked against Moses because of his wife. But what was the real reason behind their opposition to Moses?

	How does God describe his relationship with Moses?

	How did God punish Miriam? What could have been the reason for God to punish only her and not Aaron as well?

	What was Moses's reaction to God’s punishment?

	Why did Miriam have to be isolated outside the camp for seven days?

Think and discuss
	Think about v 3 in the context of the whole passage. Give reasons for preferring the translation “humble”. Then give reasons for preferring the translation “miserable”.

	This passage is a story about jealousy. What can we who live in South India today learn from this story?

	Moses is described in a very beautiful way in this passage. How can this description of Moses be used as an example for servants of God in South India today?

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for your church called A leader like Moses.
(Go to Numbers answers 4)
 
Numbers study 5: Canaan explored. The people rebel
Introduction
The Israelites are encamped in the Desert of Paran, south of the Promised Land (Num 12:16). God commands Moses to choose twelve men and send them to explore the land of Canaan from south to north, a distance of about 400 km. The men are gone for 40 days. At their return they submit their report about the richness and the inhabitants of the land. When the people hear the report, they rebel against Moses and Aaron. This provokes God’s wrath against the people, and he wants to destroy them. But Moses intercedes for the Israelites. God listens to Moses and spares the lives of the people. Instead he punishes them to spend 40 years as shepherds in the wilderness. The Israelites then decide to attack the Amalekites and the Canaanites who live in the hill country in the southernmost part of the Promised Land. But the attack fails and the Israelites are driven back all the way to Hormah.
Read 
Num 13:1–3, 26–33; 14:1–45
Comments
Send men to spy out the land of Canaan (13:2): Compare Deut 1:22–23, where we find that the people had requested Moses to spy out the land. So God responded to the request of the people and instructed Moses to go ahead with the exploration of Canaan.
descendants of Anak (13:29): The Anakites were tall people (the Hebrew word anak means “long-necked” or “giant”).
Caleb (13:30): He was not a native Israelite but a Kenizzite (see 32:12), a family from Edom. Caleb was, however, associated with the tribe of Judah (see 13:6) and he was later given Hebron, which belonged to the area allotted to Judah (see Josh 15:13).
the Nephilim (13:33): The meaning of the Hebrew word nephilim is uncertain. Here in Numbers it refers to “giants”. It is also found in Gen 6:4 (which takes place before the Flood).
Joshua son of Nun (14:6): He was Moses’ assistant (see 11:28). Joshua later became Moses’ successor and led the people across the Jordan River into the Promised Land. His original name was Hoshea, which means “salvation”, but Moses changed it to Joshua, which means “the Lord saves” (see 13:16).
I will make of you a nation (14:12): This is the second time that God has this message for Moses, compare Ex 32:10.
14:37: The ten evil spies were judged immediately as they died of a plague.
Questions
	How many men were sent to explore Canaan and who were they?

	How did they describe the land when they came back with their report? What was their recommendation?

	Why did the people of Israel want to go back to Egypt?

	How did the Israelite leaders react when the people wanted to choose a new leader who could take them back to Egypt? 

	How did the Israelites respond to the message that Joshua and Caleb had for them?

	What did the Lord want to do with the rebellious Israelites?

	What were Moses's arguments as he pleaded with the Lord?

	What decision did the Lord finally make about the Israelites?

	Why did the Israelites lose against the Amalekites and the Canaanites?

Think and discuss
	Two of the “heroes” in this study are Caleb and Joshua. Make a list of things that we as Christian leaders in South India today can learn from their attitude and behavior.

	The third “hero” in this study is Moses. Make a list of things that we as Christian leaders in South India today can learn from his attitude and behavior.

Prepare Bible studies
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare two Bible studies for your church. You can call them
	Caleb and Joshua – two role models

	Moses – a role model

(Go to Numbers answers 5)
 
Numbers study 6: Water from the rock. The death of Aaron
Introduction
At the beginning of the fortieth year after the Exodus, the Israelites again pitch camp at Kadesh Barnea, just south of the Promised Land. The first generation of Israelites has perished in the wilderness and been replaced by a new generation. Here Miriam dies and is buried. But no water can be found. So again the people quarrel with Moses and Aaron and blame them for bringing them from Egypt to such a terrible place where there is no food and no water. Moses and Aaron approach God for help. God tells them to speak to the rock and he will provide water for the people and their livestock. But Moses and Aaron do not follow God’s instructions. So God punishes them: He will not allow them to bring the Israelites into the Promised Land. A few months later Aaron dies on Mount Hor.
Read 
Num 20:1–13, 22–29
Comments
the first month (v 1): The year is not mentioned. But a comparison with v 22–29 and 33:38 shows that this chapter begins in the fortieth year after the Exodus. 
the Desert of Zin … Kadesh (v 1): Zin was a wilderness just south of Canaan. Kadesh (often called Kadesh Barnea) was located in the southern part of this area; compare 13:26 where it is placed in the Desert of Paran, which was the name of the area south of Zin (see the map The Exodus). Now, a generation later, the Israelites are back at the place of their great rebellion (see chapters 13–14).
Moses took the staff from before the Lord (v 9): Compare 17:10, where God tells Moses to put Aaron’s staff in front of the Testimony, to be kept as a sign to the rebellious.
Meribah (v 13): The name means ”quarreling” in Hebrew. The same name was also used in Exodus about Rephidim, a place near Mount Sinai, where God thirty-nine years earlier told Moses to strike the rock, and water flowed out it for the people to drink (see Ex 17:1–7). 
Mount Hor ... by the border of Edom (v 22–23): Hor is a mountain not far from Kadesh Barnea. For Edom see the map The Exodus.
Questions
	What did the people complain about at Kadesh Barnea?

	What did God tell Moses and Aaron to do, and what did they do instead?

	What was God’s verdict on the behavior of Moses and Aaron, and why did he punish them?

	Describe the circumstances surrounding Aaron’s death.

Think and discuss
	What could have been the reasons for Moses and Aaron not to follow God’s instructions at Meribah?

	What can we present-day South Indian believers learn from the Meribah story?

	Do you think that we can learn anything from the story about Aaron’s death in Num 20:22–29? If so, what?

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for your church called Trust God – and obey him.
(Go to Numbers answers 6)
 
Numbers study 7: Arad destroyed. The bronze snake
Introduction
The first two stories in chapter 21 also take place during the fortieth year after the Exodus. The Israelites are still camped near Mount Hor, when they are attacked by a Canaanite king. He reigns from Arad, a city in the Negev wilderness in the southernmost part of the Promised Land. By this time the Israelites have learned that there can be no victory unless God delivers the enemy into their hands. So they pray to God and promise to completely destroy Arad. God hears their prayer and grants them victory. 
The king of Edom, the country south of the Dead Sea, has refused to let the Israelites pass through his territory (this story is found in Num 20:14–21). So Moses leads the Israelites south of Edom, towards the Red Sea. But the people become impatient and blame God and Moses for their hardships. Then God sends poisonous snakes among them, and many of those who are bitten die. The Israelites realize that they have brought this curse on themselves and turn to the Lord. God provides a cure for them – a bronze snake.
Read
Num 21:1–9
Comments
the Negev (v 1): This is the desert area between the Dead Sea in the east and the Mediterranean Sea in the west forming the southern part of Canaan; the name means both “dry” and “south”.
utterly destroy (v 2): The Hebrew expression signifies that something or somebody is handed over to God as it is completely destroyed.
Hormah (v 3): The name means “devoted to destruction”. This place was previously mentioned in connection with the defeat of the Israelites by the Amalekites and the Canaanites (see Num 14:40–45).
Questions
	Why was Arad renamed Hormah?

	Why did the Lord send venomous snakes among the Israelites?

	What realization did God’s punishment bring to the Israelites and what did they ask Moses to do?

	What was the purpose of the bronze snake?

Think and discuss
	Hormah features in two stories in Numbers. They are found in 14:40–45 and 21:1–3. Compare these two stories and note down the similarities and the differences.

	How would you understand 21:6 (“Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people. They bit the people and many Israelites died”)? How can a God who is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving iniquity and disobedience (14:18) send poisonous snakes that kill those who speak against him and his appointed leaders, and who complain about God’s provisions for their lives? 

	Jesus referred to the story about the bronze snake in his conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:14–15). How would you explain the relationship between Num 21:6–9 and John 3:14–15? Note down as many relevant points that you can think of.

	What can the story about the bronze snake teach the South Indian church today about leadership?

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for your church called The bronze snake.
(Go to Numbers answers 7)
 
Numbers study 8: Balaam
Introduction
When king Balak of Moab sees the numerous Israelites occupying and exploiting the land, he is filled with fear. So he sends for Balaam, a world-famous pagan diviner from Mesopotamia, and hires him to curse the Israelites. On the journey to Moab an angel with a drawn sword appears to Balaam’s donkey in order to stop their progress. Balaam cannot see the angel, so he beats the unruly animal. Finally the Lord opens Balaam’s eyes and he sees the angel. The Lord tells him to be careful and speak only what God tells him to say. Balaam ends up blessing the Israelites instead of cursing them. 
Read 
Num chapters 22–24
Comments
the plains of Moab (22:1): Moab was situated east of the Jordan River and a little north of the Dead Sea (see the map The Exodus). From there the Israelites would attack Canaan, starting with Jericho.
Balak (v 2): King of Moab (see v 4)
Midian (v 4): The Midianites lived east and south of the Dead Sea. In verse 7 we find that Balak made an alliance with the Midianites to oppose Israel.
Balaam (v 5): A pagan diviner from Pethor in northwest Mesopotamia; the River refers to the Euphrates River.
just as the Lord speaks to me (v 8): This does not necessarily mean that Balaam was a worshiper of the Lord or that he believed in him. The context of this story and all other Bible references to Balaam present him in a very negative light. Balaam’s words should instead be understood as his claim to be the spokesman for any god, even the Lord of the Israelites.
If I had brought a sword, I would kill you right now (v 29): The reader is struck by the irony of Balaam’s words. There was an angel with a sword present, and he would certainly have killed Balaam if the donkey hadn’t saved his life (see v 31 and 33).
Then the Lord opened Balaam’s eyes (v 31): Compare v 28: “Then the Lord opened the donkey’s mouth”.
oracle (23:7): The Hebrew word mashal is usually translated “proverb”, but here it refers to a prophetic oracle.
a king (v 21): This is the first explicit declaration of the Lord’s kingship in the Pentateuch.
omens as at the other times (24:1): This shows that omens and sorcery were Balaam’s methods of cursing and blessing people.
the oracle of one whose eye is clear (v 3): It was God who had opened Balaam’s spiritual eyes.
Agag (v 7): The name probably refers to the king of the Amalekites (compare 1 Sam 15:32; Ex 17:8 and Num 14:45). 
Amalek was first (v 20): The Amalekites were the first to attack the Israelites (Ex 17:8).
the Kenites (v 21): Perhaps this name is used here about the Midianites.
Asshur (v 22): This was the name of the chief city of Assyria. It was often used with reference to the whole nation.
Kittim… Eber (v 24): It is not clear what Kittim refers to. Eber refers to the Hebrews and other Semitic peoples.
Questions
	Where does this story take place?

	Who was Balak and what was his concern?

	Who was Balaam and where did he come from?

	Why did Balaam at first refuse to come and put a curse on the Israelites, and what made him finally agree to come?

	Why did God open the donkey’s mouth and make him speak?

	What was the angel’s message to Balaam?

	What was Balaam’s first message to Balak and all the princes of Moab?

	What is the main difference between Balaam’s first and second message?

	How did Balak react to Balaam’s second message, and what was Balaam’s reply to him?

	In what way did Balaam behave differently as he prepared for his third oracle?

	How did Balak express his anger with Balaam?

	What did Balaam see in his fourth oracle?

Think and discuss
	The story about Balaam and his donkey is difficult to understand. In 22:20, God allows Balaam to go to Moab. Then God gets angry when Balaam goes (22:22), so he sends his angel three times (22:22, 24 and 26) to stop the donkey from going there. Finally the angel reveals himself to Balaam (22:31) and tells him to continue his journey (22:35). How do you understand this apparent inconsistency?

	How do you understand Balaam’s fourth oracle?

	What lessons can we as believers in South India today learn from the story about Balaam in these chapters?

Prepare
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for your church called What can Balaam teach us?
(Go to Numbers answers 8)
 
Numbers study 9: The second census. Joshua appointed
Introduction
As the Israelites are camped on the Plains of Moab, God tells Moses to arrange for a second census. Almost 39 years have passed since the first census, which was done to enlist soldiers for the conquest of the Promised Land. But that generation of soldiers perished during the wilderness wanderings. Time has now come for the new generation of soldiers to be counted and enlisted (chapter 26).
Joshua is then appointed to succeed Moses as the leader of the Israelites (chapter 27).
Read 
Num 26:1–4, 62–65; 27:12–23
Comments
the plague (26:1): The story about the plague is told in the previous chapter (25:1–9). This was God’s final judgment on the first generation of Israelites.
Eleazar the son of Aaron (v 1): Eleazar became high priest after the death of his father Aaron (see 20:28).
the Abarim range (27:12): This was a mountain range east of the Dead Sea. One of its peaks was Mount Nebo from where Moses saw Canaan and where he died (Deut 32:48–50).
disobeyed my word. You did not show my holiness before their eyes (v 14): This story is told in Num 20:9–13.
27:20: The Kannada translations of this verse is incomplete. God actually tells Moses to give “some of his authority” to Joshua. 
Questions
	Compare the two censuses (Num 1:1–4, 44–47; 26:1–4, 63–65). Similarities and differences?

	Why did Moses request God to appoint a new leader over the Israelites?

	List the chronological steps that were taken when Joshua was appointed to succeed Moses.

Think and discuss
	What do we learn about the relationship between the “political and administrative” leader and the “priest” during Old Testament times from the story about the appointment of Joshua? Any personal reflections about this?

	What can we as churches in South India today learn from this story about the appointment of Joshua as Moses's successor?

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for your church called Joshua succeeds Moses.
(Go to Numbers answers 9)
 
Numbers study 10: God’s grace in the wilderness
Introduction
Another major theme in Numbers is God’s grace, provisions, protection and guidance throughout the almost 39 years of wilderness wanderings, from Mount Sinai to the Plains of Moab on the border of the Promised Land.
Read 
Note that the Bible references have the same number as the questions in the following section.
	Num 10:1–10

	Num 9:15–23; 10:33–36

	Num 11:16–17, 24–25

	Num 11:6–9, 18–20, 31–34

	Num 20:1–11; 21:16–18; Ex 17:1–7; Deut 29:5

	Num 21:4–9

	Num 21:1–3, 23–25 (compare Deut 2:24), 33–35

	Num 36:13

	Num 6:22–27; 24:10

Questions
	Before the Israelites departed from Mount Sinai, God instructed Moses to make two silver trumpets (Num 10:1–10). In what way were these silver trumpets God’s provision for their wilderness wanderings?

	God’s guidance (Num 9:15–23; 10:33–36):

a.Describe the two ways, in which God guided the Israelites as they set out from Mount Sinai.
b.The priests carried the Ark of the Covenant before the people. How did this pattern express God’s provision for the Israelites?
	When Moses felt depressed and overworked, God had a solution for his problem. What solution was that (Num 11:16–17, 24–25)? In what way was this solution an expression of God’s grace?

	Moses was the leader of the Israelites. But it was, of course, impossible for him to provide food for so many people in the wilderness. What was God’s solution to this problem (Num 11:6–9, 18–20, 31–34)? In what way was this solution an expression of God’s grace?

	One main difficulty for people living in desert areas is to find water. Another problem is where to buy (or how to produce) footwear and clothes:

a.In Numbers there are two stories about God providing water for the Israelites (Num 20:1–11; 21:16–18). Both stories express God’s gracious provision for his people. But the people’s mood is very different in these stories. Compare their mood.
b.Exodus (but not Numbers) records another occasion when God miraculously provided water for the Israelites (Ex 17:1–7). How did God express his grace on that occasion?
c.Deut 29:5 provides us with interesting information about other “miracles of provision” that God granted the Israelites during their wilderness wanderings. What were these miracles?
	Earlier we studied the passage about the bronze snake in Num 21:4–9 (see Numbers study 7). How do you interpret this story: Does it primarily illustrate God’s protection or does it primarily illustrate God’s grace? Give your reasons.

	What do the three stories about the king of Arad (Num 21:1–3), king Sihon (Num 21:23–25, compare Deut 2:24) and king Og (Num 21: 33–35) have in common?

	The book of Numbers closes with 36:13. That verse reflects two of God’s provisions for the Israelites during their desert wanderings. What are they?

	God’s blessing is an expression of his grace:

a.Rephrase the “priestly blessing” (Num 6:22–27) using your own words.
b.We have already studied the long story about the pagan diviner Balaam in Num 22–24 (see Numbers study 8: Balaam). The story is summarized in Num 24:10. Why couldn’t Balaam fulfill king Balak’s request to curse the Israelites?
Conclusions
We can draw these conclusions from the study of the passages above:
	God guided the Israelites during their wilderness wanderings in two ways:

a.He led them by the cloud.
b.He went before them. This was symbolized by the priests carrying the Ark before the marching people.
	God provided the Israelites with their material needs during these years: food, water, clothes, and footwear.

	God provided the the Israelites with their leadership needs: Moses and Aaron; seventy assistant leaders.

	God provided the Israelites with the law. Its commands and regulations protected them and helped them relate to God in a covenantal way.

	God extended his love and grace to the undeserving Israelites.

	God protected the Israelites from the dangers of life in the wilderness.

	God gave the Israelites victory over their enemies, when they put God first and followed his directions. He was their “general” in battle.

	God’s blessing was on the Israelites, protecting them from the curses of the enemy.

Think and discuss
	Use your own words (and do not refer to your notes or to the textbook) to explain various aspects of God’s grace for the Israelites in the wilderness.

	Share in your group how this study has given you a better understanding of God’s relationship with the Israelites during their wilderness wanderings.

	Use this study to make a list that shows God’s grace for us. We are his people today, pilgrims in this world, marching to our heavenly Promised Land.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for your church called God’s grace for his people today.
(Go to Numbers answers 10)
 
Numbers study 11: Rejection of the ideal
Introduction
God had an ideal for the Israelites. This ideal was clearly conveyed to them through Moses, their God-appointed leader. At Sinai, God gave them the law with its commands and regulations to help them follow God’s ideal for them. But in spite of all this – and in spite of God’s provisions for them – the Israelites rejected the ideal. This rejection is a major theme in Numbers.
Read 
Note that the numbering follows the numbering of the questions in the following section.
	Moses rejected: Num 12:1–2; 14:1–4; 16: 1–3 , 12–14, 41; 20:2–5; 21:4–5

	God’s provisions rejected: Num 11:4–6; 20:5; 21:5

	God rejected: Num 11:1, 4–6; 14:1–4, 11, 23, 35; 25:1–3

	God’s gift of the Promised Land rejected: Num 13:26–14:3

	God’s structured system rejected: Num 14:39–45

Questions
	Explain the various ways in which the Israelites rejected Moses's leadership (Num 12:1–2; Num 14:1–4; Num 16:1–3, 12–14, 41; Num 20:2–5; 21:4–5).

	Explain how the Israelites rejected God’ provisions (Num 11:4–6; 20:5; 21:5).

	How did the Israelites reject God (Num 11:1, 4–6; 14:1–4, 11, 23, 35; 25:1–3)?

	Why did the Israelites reject God’s gift of the Promised Land (Num 13:26–14:3)?

	Compare Num 10:13, 33–36 with Num 14:39–45. What do we learn about “God’s structured system rejected” through this comparison?

Conclusions
We can draw these conclusions from the study of the passages above about the Israelites’ rejection of God’s ideal for them:
	They rejected their leader. Numbers presents Moses as the kinglike commander of the Israelites. He makes final decisions, issues commands, brings rescue, and regulates worship. He is the true prophet and intercessor for the people. But the people rejected him again and again.

	They rejected God’s provisions for them. God provided for all their needs in the wilderness. He gave them food and water. He made their clothes and sandals last. But instead of thanking God, they grumbled and complained.

	They rejected God. God not only delivered them from slavery in Egypt. He also made a covenant with them at Mount Sinai. But during the years of wilderness wanderings they again and again rebelled against him. On the Plains of Moab, they even worshiped a Moabite god and indulged in sexual immorality with Moabite women.

	They rejected God’s gift of the Promised Land. When the twelve spies returned with their report, they only saw the difficulties and problems. They said ”no thanks” to God’s gift. As a result a whole generation of Israelites had to die in the wilderness.

	They rejected God’s structured system for them. In the beginning of Numbers, Israel is described as a large, disciplined congregation marching off to take possession of the Promised Land. But only a few chapters later she is an unruly mob, rebellious, grumbling and confused.

Think and discuss
	Use your own words (and do not refer to your notes or to the textbook) to describe the various aspects of the Israelites’ rejection of God’s ideal for them.

	Share in your group how this study has given you a better understanding of the ungrateful and unwise ways in which the Israelites behaved to God and Moses during their wilderness wanderings.

	Make a list of things that the church in South India today can learn from this study.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for your church called Do not reject God’s ideal for us!
(Go to Numbers answers 11)
 
Numbers study 12: The new generation
Introduction
The turning point in the narrative of Numbers comes as the Israelites defeat the Canaanites at the battle of Hormah (Num 21:1–3). It was at Hormah that the older generation of Israelites was defeated 39 years earlier by the Amalekites and Canaanites. This happened after the great rebellion, when the Israelites refused to follow the advice of Caleb and Joshua to take possession of the Promised Land. God condemned that generation to perish in the wilderness, and he struck the ten spies, who were responsible for spreading the bad report about the land, with plague. The Israelites realized their mistake and mourned bitterly. Then they panicked – and attacked the Amalekites and Canaanites against God’s will and Moses's advice. So they were defeated and driven all the way to Hormah (Num 14:39–45).
The new generation of Israelites enters the narrative in Num 20:1, which refers to the first month of the fortieth year after the Exodus.
The two generations is another important theme in Numbers. The first generation consisted of the Israelites who were delivered from Egypt and perished in the wilderness. The second generation consisted of the Israelites who were born in the wilderness and who took possession of the Promised Land.
Read 
Note that the numbering follows the numbering of the questions in the following section.
	The first generation: Num 11:1–6; 14:1–4

	God’s judgment on the first generation: Num 14:5–38

	The new generation: Num 20:2–5; 21:4–5; 25:1–3

	God’s dealings with the new generation: Num 21:6–9; 25:4–5; 34:1–2

	Later generations: Judges 2:6–3:6 

Questions
	How would you describe the first generation (Num 11:1–6; 14:1–4)?

	Describe God’s judgment on the first generation (Num 14:20–38): Why were they judged? How were they judged?

	How would you describe the new generation (Num 20:2–5; 21:4–5; 25:1–3)?

	How did God deal with the new generation (Num 21:6–9; 25:4–5; 34:1–2)?

	Describe the later generations of Israelites (Judges 2:6–3:6).

Conclusions
	The complaints and rebellion of the Israelites angered God and brought God’s punishment on them. This happened generation after generation, even if God’s punishment took different shape at different times.

	It is sad to note that the Israelites never seemed to have learned any lesson from their history. Each generation turned their back to God, even if their disobedience, rebellion and sin took different shape at different times.

	God’s punishment, however, had a good purpose: to bring his people to repentance so that they would turn back to him.

	So even when God punished his people, he revealed himself as a God abounding in grace and mercy, a God who had compassion on his dis-obedient and sinful people generation after generation.

	Good leadership was important for the Israelites throughout their history. Moses pleaded with God on their behalf. Joshua and his generation of leaders were able to keep the Israelites on the path of righteousness.

	But good leadership was not always enough. Even under the leadership of the great Moses – priest, prophet and kinglike commander – they rebelled against him and God. 

	The most important factor seems to have the Israelites’ personal experience of God and his mighty acts. The memory of these personal experiences helped the Israelites to remain faithful to their Lord of the covenant.

Think and discuss
	Use your own words (and do not refer to your notes or to the textbook) to describe the relationship between the Israelites and their Covenant Lord over history.

	Share in your group how this study has given you a better understanding of the history of the Israelites during Old Testament times.

	What can we as South Indian believers today do to help each new generation walk with the Lord and serve him faithfully? Make a list.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for church leaders called Let’s help the young generation to walk with the Lord and to serve him faithfully!
(Go to Numbers answers 12)
 

Deuteronomy studies
Introduction to Deuteronomy
Name
Deuteronomy is the fifth and last book of the Pentateuch. In the Hebrew Bible it is called “Words”, a name based on its first verse: “These are the words Moses spoke”. Its English name comes from the Septuagint Greek translation of the Old Testament. There, the expression “a copy of this law” in 17:18 was wrongly translated as “the second law” (or “the repeated law”). But in spite of this mistake, “Deuteronomy” is a good name for the book, because to some extent it really is a repetition of the law that God gave the people of Israel at Mount Sinai.
Setting and date
The book is set on the Plains of Moab, east of the Jordan River. The Israelites have now reached the edge of the Promised Land. Forty years have passed since they left Egypt. Their wilderness wanderings have come to an end and soon they will take possession of the land that God had promised to their forefathers. The time has come for Moses to transfer the leadership to Joshua, who will take the people forward on their conquest of the Promised Land. 
Consequently, the frame narrative of the book takes place about 1406 BC. But Moses again and again refers to the time of bondage in Egypt and to events that took place during the wilderness wanderings. These Events are not always presented in chronological order.
Literary style
To a very large extent the book contains speeches that Moses delivers to the Israelites. The speeches can be understood as God’s way of renewing his covenant with his people.
In his speeches, Moses emphasizes those laws that are particularly relevant for the people who are about to settle in the Promised Land. The style is very different in comparison with the matter-of-fact narratives that we find in Leviticus and Numbers. Moses now speaks from his own heart. The tone of his sermon-like speeches is warm and personal.
Throughout the book we find expressions for the love relationship between the Lord and his people. It is a very spiritual book, and it encourages its readers to commit themselves to the Lord in worship and obedience. It is referred to and quoted many times in the rest of the Bible.
The purpose of the book
Deuteronomy is the most theological book in the Old Testament. The purpose of Moses’ speeches in Deuteronomy is made plain in 1:5. It is to expound the law. 
The Israelite generation that was present at the initiation of the covenant at Mount Sinai died in the wilderness (see 1:35–39). The people who are now encamped on the Plains of Moab belong to a new generation. They have not themselves experienced God’s mighty victory over the Egyptians, and they were not themselves present at Mount Sinai. So in his speeches Moses now interprets for them the Sinai covenant, or in other words, the contents of the books of Exodus and Leviticus.
Consequently, Deuteronomy does not present a new law. Instead it expounds the law that God gave at Mount Sinai (see 5:22) to the new generation. And it explains how this new generation of Israelites should relate to the events that happened at Mount Sinai.
This means that Moses’ speeches reintroduce the covenant to the people of Israel in their new situation. His main role is to be the mediator of God’s will and God’s law to the people in a new situation, as the people of Israel are just about to settle in Canaan, the Promised Land.￼[image: The purpose of Deuteronomy]
 
Structure and content
Deuteronomy is structured around three main speeches made by Moses:
	Introduction (1:1–5): “These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel ... in the land of Moab”.

	Moses’ first speech (1:6–4:40): Moses presents a brief account of what God has done for the Israelites during their journey from Horeb (Mount Sinai) to the Jordan River. The repeated rebellion of the people, God’s judgment, and God’s constant mercy are emphasized. Moses appeals to the people to learn the lessons from the past and to follow God’s decrees and laws which he is about to give them. 

	Moses second speech (4:44–28:68): This is the main part of the book. Chapters 5–11 expand and develop the themes of chapters 1–4, as elements of Israel’s past history are reviewed. They also provide a powerful introduction to the detailed laws found in chapters 12–26. 

The Ten Commandments are found in chapter 5. They express the general principles of the law – God’s unchanging will for his people. In chapter 6 we find the “confession of faith” of the Jewish people: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord is one”, v 4. It is followed by the “great commandment” (“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might”). 
Chapters 27–28 contain blessings and curses – the consequences of obeying or disobeying the laws presented earlier.
	Moses third speech (29:1–30:20): The covenant relationship between the Lord and his people is confirmed. This confirmation includes both the present generation and the future generations of the people of Israel. The terms in which Moses’ speeches end (30:15–20) are very powerful: “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction” (30:15).

	Closing (31:1–34:12): Joshua becomes Moses’ successor. Moses writes down the law and gives it to the priests. But Moses also predicts Israel’s rebellion. Then he resorts to poetry as he addresses the people about the constant faithfulness of God, and about the faithfulness that God requires of his people. Moses blesses the twelve Israelite tribes. Finally Moses’ death on Mount Nebo is recorded.

Deuteronomy in this textbook
Our study of Deuteronomy in this textbook begins with two studies that cover the journey of the Israelites from Mount Sinai via Kadesh Barnea to the Plains of Moab (chapters 1–2), where Moses will deliver his three speeches to them. The third study looks at the consequences of the choice that the Israelites have to make with regard to the law.  If they keep the law, they will experience blessings. If they disobey the law, they will experience curses.
The following seven studies look at seven important themes found in Deuteronomy. They are
	Remembering

	The law

	Love

	The holy war

	Human considerations

	The Promised Land

	The doctrine of God

With the final three studies we return to the historical situation of the Israelites on the Plains of Moab. Before he dies, Moses challenges the Israelites to make the right choice and commissions Joshua to succeed him as their leader.
Questions
	What is the setting of the book?

	When do the events of the book take place?

	Which are the five main parts of the book?

	What is the purpose of the book of Deuteronomy?

	Explain why the laws in Deuteronomy should not be interpreted as a “new law” but as “applied law”.

	Why does Moses start his first speech with an account of Israel’s history since the events at Sinai?

	What is the main role of Moses in the book of Deuteronomy?

(Go to Introduction to Deuteronomy answers)
 
Deuteronomy study 1: From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea 
Introduction
The first chapter starts with the setting of the book: where and when it takes place. Moses´ first speech is introduced with the words “Moses began to expound the law” (v 5). But Moses does not speak about the law to start with. Instead the rest of the chapter is devoted to Moses’ narrative of a few major events that took place during the Israelites’ wilderness wanderings from Mount Sinai to Kadesh Barnea.
Read 
Deut 1:1–46
Comments
Horeb (v 2): Horeb is the name that Deuteronomy uses for Mount Sinai (except once, 33:2).
the fortieth year (v 3): The fortieth year after the Exodus from Egypt.
the eleventh month (v 3): January–February
this law (v 5): This expression refers to the collections of laws that God gave the people when they were camped at Mount Sinai. They are recorded in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers.
the Lord our God (v 6): This (and the parallel expression “the Lord your God”) is the most common title for God in Deuteronomy. It signifies that the covenant Lord is the personal God of his people.
Verse 7 states the extent of the land that God had promised to the patriarchs and their descendants. It covers the Jordan Valley, the central hill country, the slopes towards the Mediterranean Sea, the area south of the central hill country, the land along the Mediterranean Sea, and the whole northern section as far as the Euphrates River. 
Anakites (v 28): They were earlier inhabitants of Canaan. Num 13:32–33 describe them as giants.
Seir (v 44): The hill country south of the Dead Sea (see also 2:1)
Kadesh (v 46): Kadesh Barnea, an area in the wilderness of Zin (the northern part of the Sinai Peninsula). Israel camped there at least twice during their wanderings.
Questions
	When and where does the Deuteronomy account begin?

	What is the first thing that Moses refers to in his address to the Israelites?

	Why did Moses come up with the idea of appointing leaders?

	What qualifications did Moses have for those who were appointed as leaders?

	What did the spies say about Canaan when they returned after their exploration?

	Why were the Israelites unwilling to enter Canaan?

	How did Moses react to their unwillingness?

	How did God react to their unwillingness?

	Why did the Israelites not succeed when they marched up into the hill country of Canaan?

Think and discuss
	Evaluate yourself as a church leader in the light of Deut 1:13–17.

	Evaluate your own church leaders in the light of Deut 1:13–17.

	Make a list of things that you can learn from Moses’ accounts of the report that the spies gave after their exploration of Canaan and of the rebellion of the Israelites.

Prepare a Bible study
Prepare a Bible study based on Deut 1:19–46 for a group of young people. Make use of your answers to Think and discuss 3 above.
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 1)
 
Deuteronomy study 2: From Kadesh Barnea to Moab
Introduction
The Israelites had been beaten by the Amorites in the hill country of Seir. So they returned to their old campsite at Kadesh Barnea (1:46). After many years of wanderings they are finally allowed to cross the Zered Valley into the country of Moab. Here Moses will teach them about God’s decrees and laws.
Read 
Deut 2:1–3, 14–19; 4:1–2
Comments
the Red Sea (2:1): Moses probably refers to the Gulf of Aqaba, the northeastern gulf of the Red Sea (compare comment on Ex 10:19 and 14:9, where “Red Sea” probably refers to a water body closer to the Nile Delta).
the wadi of Zered (v 13): Zered is a river that flows into the southern end of the Dead Sea. It is dry during parts of the year.
Ammonites (v 19): They lived in the country north of Moab on the east side of the Dead Sea and the Jordan River.
Listen now, o Israel (4:1): God calls his people to hear and obey (compare 5:1; 6:3–4; 9:1; 20:3)
Questions
	How long time did the Israelites spend on their desert wandering from Kadesh Barnea until they crossed the wadi of Zered into Moab?

	Why did it take so long?

	What were the Israelites told to do with the decrees and commands that Moses taught them?

Think and discuss
	How do you understand 2:15 (The Lord’s own hand was against them until he had completely rooted them out from the camp)?

	Moses gave the Israelites reasons why they should keep God’s decrees and laws (4:1). How would you apply these reasons to Christian life in South India today?

	Moses told the Israelites not to change God’s commands to them in any way (4:2). How would you apply this verse to church life in South India today?

Prepare a Bible study
Prepare a Bible study based on Deut 4:1–2 for a group of church leaders. Make use of your answers to Think and discuss 2 and 3 above.
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 2)
 
Deuteronomy study 3: Blessings and curses
Introduction
Chapter 28 records the consequences for the Israelites of their choice in relation to the law. If they choose to follow God’s commands, they would experience blessings. If they choose to disobey God’s commands, they would experience curses.
Read 
Deut 28:1–68
Comments
Your basket and your kneading bowl (v 5): Here we find a figure of speech. God’s blessing of these kitchen implements means that he will give them their “daily bread”. God will provide them with food to eat. 
will open the storehouse of, the heavens (v 12): These metaphorical expressions mean that God will provide them with rain. So it conveys the same truth as the following words, give rain on your land in season.
The sky above your head will be bronze, the earth under you iron (v 23): These are metaphors for drought and dry soil hardened by the drought.
the end of the earth (v 49): Here we find a figure of speech called “hyperbole” (exaggeration). The expression is synonymous to “from far away” in the same verse
this book (v 58) and the book of this law (v 61): See 31:24, where similar expressions seems to refer to the text of Deut 1:1–31:24 
Questions
	What are the conditions for the Israelites if they are to receive all these blessings from God? 

	What kind of blessings do we find in this passage? Use your own words and don’t just copy the expressions from the Bible.

	Why would curses, instead of blessings, come upon the Israelites? 

	Describe the curses found in this passage? Use your own words and don’t just copy the expressions from the Bible.

Think and discuss
	What happened to the Israelites during the course of history as recorded in the historical and prophetic books of the Old Testament? Did they follow the law and experience God’s blessings? Or did they disobey the law and suffer the consequences of their disobedience? Share what you remember of the history of the Israelites. Focus on blessings and curses.

	What can we as South Indian believers today learn from this chapter about blessings and curses?

Prepare a Bible study
Prepare a Bible study based on Deut chapter 28 for a group of young people in the church. Use things that you have learned in this study. Make sure that you don’t teach any false “prosperity doctrine” based on Deut chapter 28. Be careful to explain why we cannot mechanically apply the list of blessings and curses in Deut 28 to our situation as believers today (see your answer to Think and discuss 2 above).
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 3)
 
Deuteronomy study 4: Remembering
Introduction
“Remember” is a key word in Deuteronomy. It is found in several passages throughout the book. In this study we will look at some of these passages and try to understand the significance of “remembering” in the context of the history of the Israelites and their relationship with their covenant Lord.
Read
	Deut 4:10 (The word “remember” is not found in this verse in the Hebrew text. But the idea of remembering is carried over from the previous verse which has “do not forget”.)

	Deut 5:15

	Deut 7:18–19

	Deut 8:2

	Deut 9:7

	Deut 11:2 (Kannada NIBV v 6)

	Deut 15:15

	Deut 16:12

	Deut 24:9

	Deut 25:17

Questions
Look up the ten references above. For each of them answer these two questions:
a.What are the Israelites told to remember?
b.Look at the context and find why they should remember this.
Conclusions
We can draw these conclusions from our study of the passages above:
	Remembering plays a very important part in how the Israelites should relate to God. It is one way in which they respond to their covenant Lord.

	Remembering provides the link between the past and the present. It is how the new generation of Israelites should relate to the history of their people. This new generation has not experienced slavery in Egypt, or the deliverance through the Exodus, or the covenant at Mount Sinai, or the early events during the wilderness wanderings. And their children – the following generation – will not even have experienced God’s provisions during the latter part of the wilderness wanderings, or God’s mighty hand during the conquest of the Promised Land. But remembering will bring past events into the present. Remembering relates past events to their life in the present.

	Remembering past events will strengthen the faith of the Israelites as they face the future. In Deut 7:17–18, the Israelites are told to remember how God revealed his power so that Pharaoh and the Egyptians had to let God’s people go. Remembering these past events, which they have not themselves experienced, will help them understand their Lord better and increase their faith in his powerful presence. Soon they will face strong and fearful enemies as they set out to conquer the Promised Land. But remembering the history of their people, remembering their covenantal relationship with their Lord will remove their fear.

	Remembering provides the context for the obedience to the law. Moses repeatedly reminds the Israelites that the commandments must not be understood as abstract principles. No, the commandments are part of God’s gracious activity towards Israel, an activity which has its roots in history. So obedience to the law takes place in the context of remembering. 

	In Deut 8:1–6 we find a summary of God’s relationship with his people during the 40 years in the wilderness: God led them, humbled them through hunger, tested their heart to see if they would keep his commands, met all their needs, taught them to listen to him, and disciplined them. So the remembering of these historical events provides the context for the Israelites to keep the commands of the Lord their God, so that they walk in his ways and fear him. Israel does not become the people of God by fulfilling the law. No, Israel has already been redeemed. Consequently she must obey. To fail to obey is to fail to remember: “Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God. Do not fail to keep his commands, his laws and his decrees, which I am giving you this day” (Deut 8:11). 

	But the Israelites’ obedience to the law must also become a tool for them to remember their history. This fact shows us how important remembering was to the Israelites. Look at the context of Deut 5:15 again. Remembering the incessant hard work during the time of slavery in Egypt must motivate the Israelites to appreciate a day of complete rest. It motivates them to keep the Sabbath day commandment. At the same time, the keeping of the Sabbath day commandment will help the Israelites remember their salvation history. So the purpose of keeping the Sabbath is to remember God’s mighty works with his people in the past.

Think and discuss
	Summarize in your own words different aspects of remembering as the term is used in Deuteronomy.

	Go through Deut 24:17–22 and explain in your own words why the Israelites should keep the following four commandments:

a.Not to deprive the alien or the fatherless of justice.
b.Not to take the cloak of a widow as a pledge.
c.Not to go back and get an overlooked sheaf at harvest time.
d.Not to harvest the olives or the grapes a second time.
	When Jesus celebrated the last supper with his disciples he used the word “remembrance”: “Then he took a loaf of bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying,’This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me’” (Luk 22:19). His disciples were devout Jews who knew the teachings of Deuteronomy well. So how do you think that they would have understood the expression “in remembrance”?

Prepare a Bible study
Use this study for a Bible study on Luk 22:19–20. You can call your study Do this in remembrance of me!
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 4)
 
Deuteronomy study 5: The law
Introduction
The nature of Israel’s law is another major theme in Deuteronomy. The most common Hebrew term for “law” in the Old Testament is torah. This word does not signify law in the modern judicial sense. A better translation would be “instruction” or “guidance for life”. Torah has its source in God’s gracious covenant with his people at Mount Sinai.
Read 
Deut 4:1–14; 6:20–25; 7:6–16
Questions
	What do we learn about the meaning of “the law” (torah) from Deut 4:1–14 and 7:6–16? Make a list, but use your own words as much as possible.

	What do we learn from Deut 4:1–14 and 7:6–16 about the role of the law for the relationship between the Lord and the Israelites?

	The law does not only apply to the Israelites collectively as a nation. It is also for the individual. Explain in your own words how this can be seen in Deut 6:20–25.

	What link does Deut 6:20–25 make between the past and the present?

Conclusions
We can draw these conclusions from our study of the passages above:
	The Old Testament Hebrew term torah should be understood as “instruction” or “guidance for life”. It does not mean “law” in the modern legal sense.

	The “stipulations, decrees and laws” that God gave the Israelites through Moses concern their future, everyday, practical life in the Promised Land.

	Torah has its source in – and it is based on – the covenant that God made with the Israelites at Mount Sinai.

	The fate of the Israelites is decided by how they keep torah. If they keep it, their future will be blessed: they will live, multiply and prosper in the Promised Land. If they break it, their future will be destruction.

	The keeping of torah sets the Israelites apart from all other nations. It makes them “holy”.

	The Sinai covenant – and torah which came with the covenant – is a testimony to the other nations about the close relationship that the Lord has with his people, the Israelites.

	The faithful keeping of torah is also a testimony to the wisdom and under-stand of the Israelites. To keep torah is wise. It shows that the Israelites are fulfilling their part of the Sinai covenant. To disregard torah is foolish. It shows that the Israelites are breaking their part of the Sinai covenant.

	The Israelites keeping torah is also a testimony to God’s righteousness and to his faithful love for his people. 

	Torah applies to all generations of Israelites, collectively as well as individually.

Think and discuss
	Use your own words to explain the significance of the Hebrew term torah.

	Share in your group how this study has given you a better understanding of the Old Testament concept of “law”.

	Use your answer to question 4 above to explain in what way the true significance of torah comes close to the New Testament teaching about “grace” and “law”. 

	In our answer to the previous question we found that “for the Israelites the law could only operate within the context of grace.” This statement could be paraphrased like this: “For the Christian believer ‘holy living’ can only take place within the context of grace.” Explain this statement.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for church leaders called Grace and law in Deuteronomy.
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 5)
 
Deuteronomy study 6: Love
Introduction
In this study we will examine how the word “love” is used in Deuteronomy from three perspectives: God’s love for Israel; Israel’s love for the Lord; and the connection between “love” and “fear”. 
God’s love for and his choosing of Israel are the sources of her love for him. The whole law can be summarized in this one command: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength” (Deut 6:5). This love is not a mechanical obedience to follow God’s rules and regulations. Instead it should be understood as a deepening understanding of the significance of the covenant and a growing fulfillment of God’s will. Consequently, love must be understood in the context of God, his redemption of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and his covenant with them at Mount Sinai. 
It is surprising to see that in Deuteronomy “love for God” is associated with “fear of God”. We will look at this association in this study.
Read
Note that the numbering follows the numbering of the questions in the following section.
	God’s love for Israel: Deut 4:25–41; 7:7–9

	Israel’s love for the Lord: Deut 5:10; 6:4–9; 11:1, 13–15, 22–23; 13:1–5; 19:8–10; 30:15–20

	The connection between “love” and “fear”: Deut 10:12–13

Questions
	What do we learn about God’s love for Israel from Deut 4:35–41 and 7:7–9? Make a list. Use your own words as much as possible.

	What do we learn about Israel’s love for God from Deut 5:10; 6:4–9; 11:1, 13–15, 22–23; 13:1–5; 19:8–10; 30:15–20? Make a list. Use your own words as much as possible.

	Read Deut 10:12–13. Explain the connection between “love” and “fear”. Use your own words.

Conclusions
We can draw these conclusions from our study of the passages above:
	About God’s love for his people:

a.It is an expression of his grace so it cannot be deserved.
b.It is a covenantal love. It reflects his faithfulness and it extends to all generations of his people (“to all those who love him”).
c.It is manifested through God’s work of redemption, his powerful presence with his people and the fulfillment of his promises to his people.
	About Israel’s love for God:

a.Her love for God is the proper response to his love for her (compare “We love because he first loved us”, 1 John 4:19).
b.Her love is not only “deep affection” or “devotion” or “fondness” or “emotional love”. No, it is always associated with some kind of activity, such as walking in all his ways (10:12), keeping his commandments (5:10), obeying him (13:4), serving him with all her heart and with all her soul (11:13), listening to his voice and holding fast to him (30:20). 
So Israel’s love for God is expressed in activities which are pleasing to God. God’s covenant partner, Israel, expresses her commitment to her covenant relationship with God – this is her love for God – by engaging in activities that please him.
	About the connection between “love” and “fear”: The people of God relate to him with both “fear” and “love”:

a.“Fear” is the proper attitude of God’s people to him when they realize who he is and understand his holiness.
b.“Love” is the proper response of God’s people to him for what he has done (his redemption).
c.The fear of God will result in faith in him. The love for God will result in doing his will.
Think and discuss
	First explain how Deuteronomy describes the relationship between God’s love for his people and his people’s love for him. Don’t refer to your notes. Use your own words. 

	Then share your own experience of God’s love for you and your love for God. In what way are your experiences similar to – or different from – what we see in Deuteronomy. 

	First explain how Deuteronomy describes the relationship between “love for God” and “doing God’s will”. Don’t refer to your notes. Use your own words. 

	Then mirror your own Christian life in the light of how Deuteronomy describes this relationship. Similarities? Differences?

	Why do you fear God? And how is your love for God seen (or manifested) in your Christian walk?

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for a youth group called To love God is to do his will.
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 6)
 
Deuteronomy study 7: The holy war
Introduction
The theme of war is found throughout Deuteronomy. There are laws about war. There are speeches about war. And there are other other kinds of texts about war. But the “war texts” we find in Deuteronomy are not about war in general. No, they are about a special kind of war, which can be described as “the holy war”. This is a war that is fought by God for his people. The model of the holy war is the Exodus from Egypt: Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still. You will see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today you will never see again. The Lord will fight for you. You have only to be still” (Ex 14:13–14).
Read
Deut 1:26–31; 1:41–46; 3:21–22
Questions
	What do we learn about the holy war from Deut 1:26–31?

	What do we learn about the holy war from Deut 1:41–46?

	What do we learn about the holy war from Deut 3:21–22?

Conclusions
We can draw these conclusions from our study of the holy war in Deuteronomy:
	The basic reality of the holy war is that “the Lord your God is with you”.

	As a consequence of this, there is no need for God’s people to be afraid, even if the enemy is stronger and better equipped.

	Victory does not depend on the size of the army (or on weapons and military skill). 

	Neither does victory depend on the weakness of the enemy. 

	Victory depends on God. God is the one who gives victory. 

	So faith in God is the most important requirement for those who take part in the holy war.

	Consequently, the army should not include men who do not trust in God’s victory over the enemy. 

Think and discuss
	Summarize in your own words the concept of the holy war found in Deuteronomy. Don’t refer to your notes.

	The New Testament also speaks about the holy war. Read Eph 6:10–18 and Col 2:15 and answer the following questions:

a.In what way is the New Testament holy war different from the Old Testament holy war? 
b.There is one essential requirement for the person fighting in the holy war found in both Testaments. Which requirement is that?
c.What do we learn about the victory of the New Testament holy war?
Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for church people in general called Our holy war.
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 7)
 
Deuteronomy study 8: Human considerations
Introduction
One striking feature about the laws and regulations about war are the human concerns. Human considerations could even be regarded as a separate theme in Deuteronomy. The whole book is characterized by the humanitarian way in which the law is applied. Laws that affect human life and personal happiness are emphasized. This gives the whole book a very human tone.
Read
Note that the numbering follows the numbering of the questions in the following section.
	Deut 20:5–9

	Deut 10:16–19; 14:28–29; 16:9–16; 24:17–18; 24:19–22

Questions
	What do we learn about the holy war and human considerations from Deut 20:5–9?

	What do we learn about other human considerations from these texts?

a.Deut 10:16–19
b.Deut 14:28–29
c.Deut 16:9–16
d.Deut 24:17–18
e.Deut 24:19–22
Conclusions
We can draw these conclusions from our study of human considerations in Deuteronomy:
	In the holy war, human considerations are more important than the size of the army. Consequently, certain groups of men were exempted from going to war. 

	God’s people should imitate God in that they – like him – don’t show any partiality and don’t take any bribes. Their minds and attitudes must reflect the social concerns that God has for the weaker sections in society.

	Justice must be given even to the weakest and most deprived groups in society (the alien, the fatherless and the widow).

	Even those who have no crops of their own (the Levites, the servants, the aliens, the fatherless and the widows) must be included in the two nation-wide harvest festivals, “Feast of Weeks” and “Feast of Tabernacles”.

	Taxes (the tithes at the end of every third year) must be used to feed those who cannot feed themselves (the Levites, the aliens, the fatherless and the widows).

Together these five points show the strong emphasis on social and humanitarian concerns in Deuteronomy.
Think and discuss
	Summarize in your own words the humanitarian considerations found in Deuteronomy. Don’t refer to your notes.

	Reflect on these statements in the light of the life of the church in South India:

a.God’s people should imitate God in that they like him show no partiality in the church.
b.Justice must be given even to the weakest and most deprived groups in the church.
c.Church tithes must be used to feed those who cannot feed themselves.
d.Even those who have no resources of their own must be included in the festivities of the church.
	What about your own Christian life in the four areas mentioned in the previous question? List your weaknesses and strengths. Bring your weak-nesses in prayer before God.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for church leaders called Our church and human considerations in the light of Deuteronomy.
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 8)
 
Deuteronomy study 9: The Promised Land
Introduction
In this study we will examine a few important aspects of the Promised Land. Hundreds of years earlier, God had made a covenant with Abraham, when he promised that his descendants would possess the land of Canaan (Gen 12:6–7; 15:18–19; 17:8). So Canaan became the Promised Land. At Mount Sinai, God renewed this promise to the Israelites (Ex 23:23, 31; 33:1–2). Deuteronomy draws together God’s covenant with Abraham and God’s covenant with the Israelites at Sinai. Now the time has come for them to take possession of the land. This land is God’s gift to Israel, but first it has to be conquered. It is a good land. It is a land that will be blessed if the Israelites keep their part of the covenant. But it will be cursed if they turn their back on God, forgetting the covenant and defiling the land.
Read
Note that the numbering follows the numbering of the questions in the following section.
	Deut 1:8; 6:23; 7:8, 13; 8:1; 10:11; 11:8; 30:20; 31:7: 34:4

	Deut 1:21, 39; 2:29; 4:1, 40; 5:16, 31, 33; 6:1; 15:4; 16:20; 26:1

	Deut 6:3; 8:7–9; 9:6; 11:9; 12:9–10; 26:9, 15

	Deut 3:20; 12:9–10; 25:19

	Deut 4:38; 7:1, 17–22; 9:1–5; 11:23; 33:27

	Deut 13:1–5, 12–18; 18:9–13; 20:18; 21:23; 24:4; 25:13–16

Questions
	What is the common theme in these verses: Deut 1:8; 6:23; 7:8, 13; 8:1; 10:11; 11:8; 30:20; 31:7: 34:4?

	What is the common theme in these verses: Deut 1:21, 39; 2:29; 4:1, 40; 5:16, 31, 33; 6:1; 15:4; 16:20; 26:1?

	What is the common theme in these verses: Deut 6:3; 8:7–9; 9:6; 11:9; 12:9–10; 26:9, 15?

	What is the common theme in these verses: Deut 3:20; 12:9–10; 25:19?

	What is the common theme in these verses: Deut 4:38; 7:1, 17–22; 9:1–5; 11:23; 33:27?

	What is the common theme in these verses: 13:1–5, 12–18; 18:9–13; 20:18; 21:23; 24:4; 25:13–16?

Conclusions
What conclusions do you draw from your answers to the questions above? Make a list. Use your own words as much as possible.
Think and discuss
	Summarize in your own words the various issues concerning the Promised Land found in Deuteronomy. Don’t refer to your notes.

	How would you apply Deuteronomy’s teaching about the Promised Land to the present-day situation of the church in South India? Use your answer  to some of the previous questions. Don’t come up with far-fetched points or irrelevant speculations.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study called The Promised Land. 
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 9)
 
Deuteronomy study 10: The doctrine of God
Introduction
In Deuteronomy 6:4 we find a key statement about God:
Hear, Israel: The Lord is our God. The Lord is one. 
This statement is still used by the Jews as their “statement of faith”. Bible scholars have been trying to figure out how this statement should be understood in the context of Deuteronomy: 
	Is it a statement about God’s nature, referring to God as the covenant Lord of the Israelites? Probably not, although that in itself is true.

	Is it a statement about God’s unity, referring to the “oneness” of God? Probably not, although that is also true.

	Instead, the statement should probably be understood as “our God is the Lord, the Lord alone”. 

So this is primarily a statement about the way in which the Lord is to be worshiped exclusively. No other gods must compete for Israel’s attention. The Lord is a jealous God who demands absolute allegiance and who will stand no competition. Or as somebody has summarized the theology of Deuteronomy: “The most important element of theology in the book is that of absolutely unqualified, total commitment of the people of the Lord.”
In Deuteronomy God is described as a personal, eternal, omnipotent, sovereign, purposeful, loving, holy, righteous, and faithful God.
As the Lord is a God who is to be worshiped exclusively, Deuteronomy is particularly careful on the question of right worship:
	The old places of Canaanite worship must be completely destroyed (Deut 12:2–3)

	The Lord must not be worshiped in the Canaanite way (Deut 12:4).

	Instead the Israelites were to seek the place the Lord their God would choose from among all their tribes to put his Name there for his dwelling. To that place they were to go and bring their offerings and sacrifices to the Lord (Deut 12:5–7). To “put the name there for a dwelling” refers to the early practice of stamping one’s name on a building as an evidence of ownership.

Questions
	What do we learn learn about God from these verses?

a.Deut 33:27
b.Deut 32:8
c.Deut 3:24; 9:26 
d.Deut 32:51
e.Deut 4:8; 32:4
f.Deut 4:37; 7:9, 13; 23:5; 33:3
g.Deut 7:9; 32:4
h.Deut 1:21, 31; 3:22; 5:6, 24; 6:5; 8:7; 10:12; 12:12; 14:26
	Explain in your own words the meaning of the statement “Hear, Israel: The Lord is our God. The Lord is one”.

	What do we learn about how the Israelites should worship the Lord from Deut 12:1–7?

Think and discuss
	Summarize “the doctrine and worship of the Lord according to Deuteronomy”. Use your own words, and do not look in the book or refer to your notes.

	How would you apply Deut 12:1–7 to your own South Indian context?

Assignment
This study doesn’t cover every aspect of God in the book of Deuteronomy. Use all the earlier Deuteronomy studies to find more information about God. Then write a short paper called The Doctrine of God in Deuteronomy.
Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this lesson to prepare a Bible study for new believers called God expects a total break. 
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 10)
 
Deuteronomy study 11: Life or death
Introduction
Chapter 30 consists of two parts:
	Moses prophesies about the future of the Israelites, v 1–10

	Moses exhorts the Israelites to make the right choice, v 11–20

Read
Deut 30:1–20
Comments
with all your heart and with all your soul (v 2): This expresses total commitment and involvement. It is used in three contexts: 1. About how God’s people should seek him, 2. About how God’s people should fear him, 3. About how God’s people should love him and serve him. Compare v 6 ; 4:29; 6:5; 10:12; 11:13; 13:3; Matt 22:27.
restore your fortunes (v 3); The Hebrew text can also be translated restore you from captivity (NIV margin). The Kannada Bibles reflect these two translation options.
circumcise your hearts (v 6): This metaphorical expression refers to the change of heart and mind (compare Rom 2:28–29).
your fathers (v 9): Refers to the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (see v 20).
this book of the law (v 10): This expression probably refers to the laws that Moses wrote down and included in the book of Deuteronomy (see 31:9, 24).
Questions
	State in your own words the main points of Moses’ prophecy about the future of the Israelites (v 1–10).

	What does this passage say about circumcision? What will be the result of this circumcision?

	How does Moses describe the difficulty level of what he was about to command the Israelites to do (v 11–20)?

	Explain in your own words the two choices that Moses sets before the Israelites (v 11–20)?

	Who are witnesses to the choice that Moses asks the Israelites to make?

Think and discuss
	How would you understand Moses’ prophecy (v 1–10) in the perspective of the 3400 years that have passed since it was uttered?

	How would you apply the “offer of life or death” made by Moses to the Israelites 3400 years ago to the ministry of the South Indian church today?

Prepare Bible studies
Make use of your notes from this study to prepare two Bible studies based on Deut chapter 30:
	One study for church leaders based on v 1–10

	One study for a church youth group based on v 11–20

(Go to Deuteronomy answers 11)
 
Deuteronomy study 12: Joshua, Moses’s successor
Introduction
This study can be divided into two parts:
	Moses commissions Joshua to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land, v 1–8

	Moses writes down the law and instructs the priests to read it to the people every seventh year, v 9–13

Read 
Deut 31:1–13
Comments
not able to lead (v 2): The context shows that Moses was not referring to physical inability because of his old age; it was God who did not allow him to cross the Jordan River.
Sihon and Og (v 4): The story about the defeat of Sihon the Amorite, who was king of Heshbon, is found in 2:24–37. The story about the defeat of Og king of Bashan is told in 3:1–11.
Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi (v 9): The Levites were in charge of the Tabernacle and the Ark. A copy of the book of the law was kept beside the Ark (see 31:24–26; see also comment on 30:10).
every seven years, in the year set for canceling debts (v 10): According to Ex 23:10–11, the seventh year should be a year of rest when the land was to lie fallow so that the poor could gather food from it. Also all debts should be cancelled that year (see Deut 15:1).
the Feast of Tabernacles (v 10): This feast celebrated the completion of the harvest during seven days in September–October. It also commemorated the wanderings in the wilderness.
you shall read this law before them in their hearing (v 11): It was one of the main duties of the priests to read and teach the law to the Israelites (see 33:10; Mal 2:4–9).
Questions
	How old was Moses at this point?

	What did Moses tell the Israelites to be like when they went against the Canaanites on the other side of the Jordan River? Why could he tell them that?

	What was Moses’s advice to Joshua?

	What did Moses do with the law and how would the people of Israel learn the contents of the law in the future?

Think and discuss
	Why did not God allow Moses to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land? Base you answer on Deut 1:37; 3:23–27; 4:21–22; Num 20:2–13. To what extent can we apply this “prohibition” to our own South Indian church context today?

	Reflect on how Moses went about with the commissioning of Joshua as his successor. What can we learn from his way of doing it?

	What can we learn from the story about Moses and the law (v 9–13)?

Prepare Bible studies
Make use of your notes from this study to prepare two Bible studies based on Deut 31:1–13:
	One study for local church leaders based on v 1–8.

	One sermon for believers in general based on v 9–13.

(Go to Deuteronomy answers 12)
 
Deuteronomy study 13: The death of Moses
Introduction
Chapter 32 ends with God informing Moses about his death on Mount Horeb in the country of Moab east of the Jordan River. God also promises to show him the Promised Land from a distance. But Moses will not be allowed to enter the land because of his disobedience at Meribah Kadesh during the wilderness wanderings.
Chapter 34 gives accounts of Moses seeing the Promised Land from the top of Pisgah, his death and burial and Joshua taking over the leadership of the Israelites. Deuteronomy concludes with an evaluation of Moses as a man of God.
Read 
Deut 32:48–52; 34:1–12
Comments
Mount Nebo in Moab, across from Jericho (38:49): See the map The Exodus.
be gathered to your people (v 50): This metaphor means “die”.
Mount Hor (v 50): This was a mountain (probably a day’s march north or northeast of Kadesh Barnea) where Aaron had died and was buried (see Num 20:22–29).
Meribah Kadesh in the Desert of Zin (v 51): The desert of Zin can be found on the map The Exodus. What happened at Meribah is recorded in Num 20:2–13. 
Pisgah (v 1): This was the name of the peak slightly northeast of Mount Nebo.
showed him the whole land (v 1): The places mentioned in v 1–3 indicate the area seen from Nebo when Moses looked first northward (from Gilead to Dan), then turned northwest (all of Naphtali; the territory of Ephraim and Manasseh), and west (all the land of Judah as far as the western sea), and finally looked southward (the Negev and the whole region from the Valley of Jericho as far as Zoar).
the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (v 4): the whole land of Canaan (Gen 17:8).
Questions
	Why was Moses not allowed to lead the people into Canaan?

	What did God show Moses from Mount Nebo?

	How was Moses buried?

	How does this passage describe Joshua?

	What is Deuteronomy’s final evaluation of Moses?

Think and discuss
	What can we learn about God’s faithfulness from the story about Moses on Mount Nebo?

	Deuteronomy ends with a very positive evaluation of Moses’ ministry: 

a.Share with the other members of your group all that you remember from Moses’ life and ministry. 
b.Do you agree with Deuteronomy’s glowing evaluation? Why – why not?
	How would you like to be remembered after your death? Make a list. Then reflect on what you need to change in your life for that list to become true.

Prepare a Bible study
Prepare a Bible study (or a sermon) called How do you want to be remembered? Base your study/sermon on what you have learned in this study. 
This could be your outline:
	Moses

a.A concluding evaluation: Deut 34:10–12
b.Some incidents from Moses life and ministry:
	Illustrating negative aspects

	Illustration positive aspects

c.Conclusion about Moses
	Application

a.How do you want to be remembered?
b.What do you need to change in your life for it to become true?
(Go to Deuteronomy answers 13)
 

How to understand Old Testament law
Introduction
This final study of the Pentateuch will address the question how we, who live 3400 years after Moses, should understand – and relate to – the laws of the Old Testament. So it deals with the hermeneutics of the laws. Of course, many hermeneutical issues have already been touched on in the previous studies. In particular, many of the questions under Think and discuss have invited us to reflect on how the Pentateuch texts can be applied to our own time and circumstances. 
This chapter draws heavily on the chapter called The Law(s): Covenant Stipulations for Israel in the book How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth by Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart. Many of my points and conclusions are taken from that chapter, which is written by Douglas Stuart, professor of Old Testament at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in USA.
The role of the law in Israel’s history
Moses brought the Israelites out of bondage in Egypt to lead them to the Promised Land. At Mount Sinai the Lord God made a covenant with them. Through this covenant they became God’s own people in a very clear sense. They were to be different from – and separated from – all other nations. But there was a big problem. The Israelites didn’t know what it meant for them to be God’s covenant people. They didn’t know how to relate to one another. And they didn’t know how to relate to God. 
For generations the Israelites had lived in Egypt without a personal understanding of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The Egyptians worshiped a variety of gods, many of them in the shape of animals. Egyptian culture was highly developed. The Israelites had adapted to the ways and the culture of Egypt. And during the wilderness wanderings they often remembered “the good old times” in Egypt. 
Now the people of Israel were on their way to a land of their own. But this land was already inhabited by several Canaanite tribes. They worshiped various nature and fertility deities in ways that were “detestable to the Lord”. But their culture was highly developed. God knew that both the religion and the culture of the Canaanites would lure the Israelites into idol worship and immoral practices. So they had to be preserved from the religious ways and the culture of the Canaanites, whose land they were about to occupy.
During the year or so that the Israelites were encamped at Mount Sinai, God gave them the law. It was God’s gift to his people. It was part of his covenant with them. The law would give them direction for their future life in the Promised Land. The law would help them relate to one another in a way that was in accordance with God’s principles. The law would help them relate to God in a way that pleased and honored him.
This is the role of the law in Israel’s history.
Question 1
Summarize in your own words the role of the law in the history of the Israelites. Don’t look at the text above or in your notes.
What is the law? 
The word “law” is used in the Bible in five different ways:
	It refers to the more than 600 commandments that the Israelites were expected to keep. So in this sense the word can be used in the plural. laws. Moses’ father-in-law told him to teach the seventy elders the decrees and laws they needed for their work with the people (Ex 18:20). 

	It refers to all these laws collectively. In this sense it is used in the singular definite form (often with capital letter in English, the law). In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said, “I truly tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter, not a tiny pen stroke, will in no way pass away from the law until all things are accomplished” (Matt 5:18). 

	In the singular it is also used in the expression “The Book of the law”, which refers to the Pentateuch. God told Joshua, “This Book of the law must not depart from your mouth. You must meditate on it day and night, so that you may observe to do all that is written in it. Then you will have good success” (Josh 1:8).

	In the New Testament it is sometimes used in the singular as a theological term referring to the Old Testament religious system as a whole. In his testimony to the church in Corinth Paul writes, “To the Jews I became like a Jew, in order to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law” (1 Cor 9:20).

	In the New Testament it is also sometimes used (in the singular) to refer to the way the Jewish Rabbis interpreted the Old Testament Law (as in number 2 above). Peter told Cornelius, “You yourselves know that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone unholy or unclean” (Acts 10:28).

In this study we will focus on number 1 and number 2 above.
In the New Testament, the five books of the Pentateuch are often referred to as “the law”. Jesus told his disciples, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them” (Matt 5:17). In this connection we need to keep two things in mind:
	The over 600 commandments (number 1 above) are found almost exclusively in only four of these five books: Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

	These books (particularly Genesis) also contain a lot of narrative material. And the covenantal law between God and Israel can only be understood in the context of the narratives.

Question 2
Explain how these three terms relate to one another: “the laws”, “the law” and “the Book of the law”.
Christians and the Old Testament Law 
So it is quite clear that the Old Testament laws deeply affected the everyday life of the ancient Israelites. But as present-day Christian believers we also need to find good and sustainable answers to questions like these: 
	Do the Old Testament laws apply to us at all? 

	If they do, how do they apply to us? 

These are important hermeneutical questions that we must address.
Question 3
Reflect on this statement: “Christians are not expected to express their loyalty to God by keeping the Old Testament law(s), since we are related to God under a new covenant.” Discuss this statement. Do you agree with it or not?
If you did not agree with the statement, your standpoint is that Christians today still need to follow the Old Testament laws. But in that case: What do you do with all the laws that regulate the temple rituals and sacrifices, as there is no longer a temple in Jerusalem?
If you agreed with the above statement, your standpoint is that Christians today do not need to follow the Old Testament laws. But in that case: How do you explain Jesus’ words: “I truly tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter, not a tiny pen stroke, will in no way pass away from the law until all things are accomplished” (Matt 5:18)?
Six guidelines for us
Douglas Stuart suggests six initial guidelines that would help us understand the relationship between the present-day Christian believer and the Old Testament law:
Guideline 1. The Old Testament law is a covenant
A covenant is a binding contract between two parties. Each of these parties has obligations to the other party. These obligations are specified in the covenant. 
In Old Testament times there were covenants between a powerful overlord and a dependent vassal (a subordinate). The overlord promised to protect the vassal. But this protection was conditioned: The vassal, for his part, had to be loyal to the overlord by keeping the stipulations (the rules of behavior) of the covenant. When the stipulations were violated, the overlord was required by the covenant to punish the vassal.
The covenantal nature of the law is important for our understanding of the Old Testament as a whole. And it is particularly important for our understanding of the ministry of the Israelite prophets, because one of their main roles was to enforce the covenant.
There are three main categories of stipulations (commandments, laws) in the law: 
	The civil laws: laws that regulated the everyday life of the community. 

	The ritual laws: laws that regulated religious purity and temple rituals (including the sacrifices).

	The ethical laws: laws that decided what is morally right and wrong.

Question 4
What is the implication for us today that the law must be understood as “covenantal”?
Guideline 2. The Old Testament is not our Testament
We as present-day Christians do not belong to the Old Covenant, but to the New Covenant in the blood of Jesus (Luk 22:20). Consequently, none of the stipulations (commandments, laws) of the Old Testament are binding for us – unless they are renewed in the New Testament. So we have to go to the New Testament to find out in what way the law is still applicable to God’s people today.
As present-day Christian believers we are, of course, still expected to be loyal to our Lord. What has changed is how we who belong to the New Covenant should show this loyalty to him. 
Guideline 3. Two kinds of old-covenant stipulations have clearly not been renewed in the New Covenant
The first two of the three categories of laws listed above have clearly not been renewed in the New Testament:
	The Israelite civil laws were the laws that shaped the daily life of Israel as God’s people. These laws applied only to the Israelites living in Israel in those days. As no person alive today is a citizen of ancient Israel, these laws no longer apply to anybody.

	The Israelite ritual laws were laws that told the people of Israel how to carry on the practice of Tabernacle/temple worship (including the sacrifices) and how to maintain ritual purity. These ritual laws became outdated, as soon as Jesus had completed his once-for-all sacrifice on the cross of Calvary. So these laws are no longer relevant to anybody today.

But how then should we understand Jesus’ words, “But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one tiny pen stroke to be dropped out of the law” (Luke 16:17)? Doesn’t this mean that every single law is still valid? The answer to this question is “No!” Jesus didn’t say that. What he said was that the law cannot be changed. With his death on the cross, Jesus didn’t change the law. He fulfilled the purpose of the law. And by doing so he brought its time to an end. This fulfillment of the law Jesus called “a new command” – the law of love: “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, so you must love one another” (John 13:34). 
Question 5
Explain why the ancient Israelite civil and ritual laws no longer apply to God’s people.
Guideline 4. Part of the Old Covenant is renewed in the New Covenant
But some areas of the third category of the law – the Old Testament ethical laws – are still applicable to God’s people today. The reason for this is that the New Testament uses them to support the two basic laws of the New Covenant, on which all the law and the Prophets depend: 
	To love God

	To love your fellow man

At one time, one of the Pharisees, an expert on the law, tested Jesus with a difficult question: “‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the law?’ Jesus said to them: ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments’” (Matt 22:36–40). In his reply Jesus combined two words from the Pentateuch (Deut 6:5 and Lev 19:18) and claimed that the Old Testament covenant stipulations in their entirety (all the over 600 laws) were based on these two commandments.
Guideline 5. All of the Old Testament law is still the word of God for us even though it is not God’s commandment to us
The Bible contains all kinds of commands that God wants us to know about. They reveal God’s character (his holiness, his love, his concern), and they express God’s desire for his people. So these commands contain God’s word, and in that sense they are God’s word for us even today. But they were directed to the Israelites of those days, God’s people of the Old Covenant. They are not directed personally to us present-day Christian believers of the New Covenant. 
Let’s take an example. Deut 22:8 contains a commandment about how to build a house: “When you build a new house, you shall make a parapet for your roof, so that you do not bring bloodguilt on your house if anyone should fall down from it”. This was a commandment for house-builders in ancient Israel, where they always had flat roofs that were used for everyday purposes. So they must build a parapet for safety reasons. The commandment reveals God’s concern for people’s safety. But it is not a command to house-builders in a country where rooftops are never used by people. Still it is God’s word for them. How? God wants every house-builder everywhere to show concern for the safety of people when they build a house. The house should not collapse. It should not have any dangerous electrical wiring. If it is a big house it should have fire escapes. And so on.
Question 6
Explain why Deut 22:8 is still God’s word for us – even if it isn’t a command to us.
Guideline 6. Only commandments, which are clearly renewed from the Old Testament law, can be considered part of the New Testament “law of Christ” 
Douglas Stuart gives two examples of such commandments:
	The Ten Commandments: They are referred to many times in the New Testament, for example by Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:21–31, about not murdering, not committing adultery) and John 7:23 (about keeping the Sabbath).

	The two great commandments from Deut 6:5 and Lev 19:18: See guideline 4 above.

No other specific Old Testament laws can be proved to be strictly binding on Christians.
Question 7
Why are the Ten Commandments and the Two Greatest Commandments still God’s commands to all Christian believers today?
The role of the law in Israel and in the Bible 
So we have already established that the Old Testament law is not our law. But it is still a valuable part of the Bible. It is valuable in two ways:
	The Old Testament law has a function in the history of salvation. It leads us to Christ. Paul puts it in these words: “Before faith in Christ Jesus came, we were imprisoned by the law, and guarded until faith would be revealed. So the law became our tutor to bring us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under the tutorship of the law” (Gal 3:23–25).

	The Old Testament law makes it possible for us to understand what it meant for Israel to be God’s people. The law was God’s gift to Israel. It was his way of separating them from their pagan neighbors. The law was not God’s method to save his people. Nowhere in the Old Testament is it said that anyone was saved by keeping the law. The function of the law was to help them know how to love the Lord their God and how to love each other. That is why the righteous in the Old Testament expressed their delight in God’s law (see for example Ps 19 and Ps 119).

Israel’s problem in the Old Testament was not that they were unable to keep the law. Their problem was that they chose not to follow it. Their problem was disobedience. The history of the ancient Israelites is indeed a sad story of how they again and again chose not to remain faithful to the statutes of the covenant that their Lord had made with them. Instead they turned to the false gods of their pagan neighbors. The psalmist describes these gods like this:
The idols of the nations are silver and gold,
the work of men’s hands. 
They have mouths, but cannot speak,
eyes, but cannot see; 
ears, but cannot hear.	
And there is no breath in their mouths. 
Those who make them will be like them.
Yes, all who trust in them. (Ps 135:15–18)
The Baals of the Canaanites were full of greed, unpredictability, and sexual immorality. And the Israelites who followed these gods became like them.
So the role of the law in Israel was threefold:
	It revealed God’s own character.

	It showed the Israelites how to worship God.

	And it showed them how to live in loving relationship with one another.

God’s people chose not to to keep the Old Covenant. God’s solution to this was to promise them a new covenant:
“The time is surely coming,” says the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. (Jer 31:31)
“For I will take you from the nations. I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you. I will take away your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my Spirit within you and cause you to follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. You will dwell in the land that I gave to your forefathers. You will be my people, and I will be your God”. (Ezek 36:24–28)
This New Covenant would be different from the old one, because it would be accompanied by the gift of the Holy Spirit. Paul uses these words to show the difference between the two covenants: “a new covenant, not one of the letter but of the Spirit” (2 Cor 3:6). The Holy Spirit would work in the lives of God’s people, so that they would bear his likeness by being conformed to the image of his Son (Rom 8:29).
So the purpose of the law in ancient Israel was not to provide a “means of salvation”. Instead, it functioned as a way of establishing loyalty between God and his people. It represented the terms of agreement of loyalty that Israel had with God.
Do not consult the book or your notes when you answer the following four questions!
Questions 8–11
	What are the two ways, in which the Old Testament law is still valuable to us present-day Christian believers?

	What was the purpose of the Old Testament law for the Israelites?

	What was the main problem that he ancient Israelites had with the law?

	What did God say would be the main difference between the Old Covenant and the new?

Two basic forms of law
In spite of all the over 600 commandments in the Old Testament, the law of the Old Covenant did not cover all aspects of life and worship in ancient Israel. What the law did was to present examples of what it meant to be loyal to the Lord under the covenant. 
Question 12
There are a little over 600 laws in the Old Testament. In India we have thousands of laws. Explain the reason for this difference.
These Old Testament commandments or laws are expressed in two basic forms:
	The first form begins with “Do” or “Do not”. These are direct commands that prescribe what must always be done by everyone in every situation. The technical term for this form of law is “apodictic law”. An example:

You shall not steal.
You shall not lie.
You shall not deceive one another.
You shall not swear by my name falsely and so profane the name of your God. 
I am the Lord (Lev 9:11–13).
	The second form begins with a conditional clause “If...”. These are case-by-case laws and describe certain conditions in certain situations involving certain people. The technical term for this form of law is “casuistic law”. An example:

If a Hebrew member of your community, a man or a woman, sells himself to you and serves you six years, you must let him go free in the seventh year. When you release him, you shall not send him away empty-handed. Provide him liberally out of your flock, and out of your threshing floor, and out of your winepress. You shall give to him as the Lord your God has blessed you. Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you. For this reason I command you this thing today 
But if your slave says to you, “I do not want to leave you,” because he loves you and your family and is well off with you, then you shall take an awl and thrust it through his ear into the door, and he will become your slave for life. Do the same to your maidservant (Deut 15:12–17).
Question 13
Explain the difference between “apodictic laws” and “casuistic laws” in the Old Testament.
Apodictic law – an example
Read again Leviticus 19:11–13 (quoted above). We can make four observations:
	The passage ends with “I am the Lord”. This shows how clearly the apodictic laws are tied to God’s own character. By keeping these laws the people of Israel would worship – and be like – their God. They are binding on all Israelite at all times.

	These laws are phrased as direct commands “You shall not...”

	It is obvious that they are not covering everything: Only some ethical concerns are mentioned. Nothing is said about murder or adultery. So the law presents a pattern. It sets a standard by giving examples rather than by mentioning every possible ethical issue. But at the same time these laws are universally applicable. They apply to everybody at any time everywhere.

	Consequently, it was necessary to understand the spirit of the law to be able to apply the various laws. But no human can please God consistently in the light of such high and all-embracing standards.

Here we should make a hermeneutical observation: It was not the primary intent of the law to demonstrate to God’s people how impossible it is to please God on our own. But as we understand the spirit of the law behind each individual commandment, this becomes evident to us. But God is good! He provided a way for us – through Jesus – to be accepted in his sight. Without Jesus we are all controlled by our sinful nature and have no hope at all to please him. As Paul expresses it: “For those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on the things of the flesh. But those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on the things of the Spirit. The mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace. The flesh is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are controlled by the flesh cannot please God. You, however, are controlled not by the flesh but by the Spirit, now that the Spirit of God lives in you” (Rom 8:5–9). 
Question 14
Explain in your own words the scope of an apodictic law.
Casuistic law– an example
Read again Deut 15:12–17 (quoted above).
A casuistic law describes particular cases that apply only to some people in some situations – not to everyone in all situations. This is made clear by its grammatical form: It starts with a conditional phrase “If...”
This kind of case-to-case laws constitutes a large portion of the 600-plus commandments found in the Old Testament. None of them are clearly renewed in the New Testament. There is, of course, a good reason for that. Such laws applied to civil, religious and ethical life in ancient Israel. So their very nature limits the scope of their application.
Here we should make another hermeneutical observation: The casuistic laws don’t apply to us today. But even if they don’t, they teach us a lot about God and his will for his people. Let’s see what the passage from Deuteronomy reveals:
	God made sure that the practice of slavery in ancient Israel would not be abused. The Israelites themselves had been redeemed from slavery in Egypt. So they in their turn must show mercy. 

	God loves slaves. 

	Slavery in ancient Israel could be so mild that sometimes a person would be better off in bondage than in freedom.

	Slave owners had restrictions on their ownership.

So from this passage we as Christians can learn a lot about God: his demands for fairness, his ideals for the Israelite society, and his relationship to his people. It can also help us understand more about the meaning of “redemption”. So this legal passage is still the Word of God for us – even if it isn’t a command from God to us.
Questions 15–16
	What kind of people in what kind of situation does Deut 15:12–17 apply to? So why don’t these verses apply to present-day Christian believers?

	What can we learn from a legal passage such as Deut 15:12–17?

The Old Testament Law as benefit to Israel 
First we must understand what was not the purpose of the law:
	The purpose of the law was not to provide eternal life.

	The purpose of the law was not to provide true righteousness before God.

Instead the law should be understood as an example of God’s mercy and grace to his people. Let’s look at four examples.
1. The food laws
Our example is taken from Lev 11:7, which contains a prohibition against eating pork: “The pig, even though it has a split hoof completely divided, does not chew the cud. It is unclean for you.”
How was this prohibition an expression of God’s mercy and grace to his people? It protected the Israelites:
	Pork carried more disease than other kinds of meat in that climate.

	The raising of pigs was foolishly uneconomical in the wilderness or in Canaan.

	The pagan peoples that the Israelites came in contact with sacrificed pigs to their gods. The Israelites should not be tempted to copy them.

2. Laws about the shedding of blood
Our example is taken from Ex 29:10–12, which commands Moses to put blood from the the sacrificed bull on the altar (a practice which was later continued by the high priest on the Day of Atonement every year): “You shall bring the bull before the Tent of Meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head. You shall kill it in the presence of Lord at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. You shall take some of the bull’s blood and put it on the horns of the altar with your finger, and you shall pour out the rest of it at the base of the altar.”
How was this command an expression of God’s mercy and grace to his people? It illustrated to the people of Israel: 
	That sin deserves punishment

	That those who sin against God don’t deserve to live

	That God has provided a way for the sinner to escape death: the shedding of the blood of a substitute

In addition, the laws about a substitutionary sacrifice point forward to Christ’s substitutionary atonement on the cross.
3. Unusual prohibitions
Our example is taken from Deut 14:21, which contains a prohibition against cooking the meat of a young goat in its mother’s milk: “You shall not boil a baby goat in its mother’s milk.” 
For us living today this seems to be a very strange law. So how was this prohibition an expression of God’s mercy and grace to his people? It helped the Israelites not to get involved in magic rituals and other fertility cult activities practiced by the Canaanites.
4. Laws giving blessings to those who keep them
Our example is taken from Deut 14:28–29, which promises blessing for the Israelites when they obey the command to bring third year tithes for the Levites, the foreigners, the fatherless and the widows: “At the end of every three years, you shall bring all the tithes of that year’s produce to your towns and store it there. The Levites, who have no portion or inheritance of their own, and the foreigners, the fatherless, and the widows who live in your towns shall come and eat and be satisfied, so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work that you undertake.” 
All the Old Testament laws were given in order to bring blessing on the Israelites (see Lev 26:3–16). But in some cases, like here, it is specifically mentioned that the keeping of a law would bring blessing. It is not difficult to understand that keeping a command like this would bring God’s blessings on those who tithe. 
But this command to tithe also reveals God’s mercy and grace on the less fortunate inhabitants of the land: the Levites who depended on tithes for their existence; the aliens, the fatherless, and the widows who belonged to the weakest sections of the Israelite society.
Question 17
Some of the Old Testament laws seem very strange to us, because they don’t make any sense to Christian believers today. Explain how even such laws were given in order to benefit the ancient Israelites.
Summary: some basic advice 
Douglas Stuart concludes this chapter about the Old Testament laws by giving a short list of hermeneutical guidelines for present-day Christian believers:
	The Old Testament law is God’s fully inspired Word for you – but not to you.

	The Old Testament law is the basis for the Old Covenant – but it is not binding for the New Covenant unless specifically renewed.

	The Old Testament law reveals God’s justice, love and high standards – but we must also remember God’s mercy!

	The Old Testament law sets a pattern, provides examples – but it is not complete and does not cover every situation.

	The essence of the Old Testament law (the Ten Commandments and the Two Greatest Commandments) are repeated in the prophets and renewed in the New Testament – but the Old Testament laws are not frequently referred to by the prophets and in the New Testament.

	The Old Testament law is God’s generous gift to Israel – not a lot of regulations limiting people’s freedom.

(Go to Answers: How to understand OT law)
 

Leviticus answers
Introduction to Leviticus answers
Answers to Questions
	The English name “Leviticus” for the book comes from the Greek Septuagint. It means “referring to the Levites” and signifies the religious and ceremonial content of the book. The Levites were appointed by God to take care of the religious and ceremonial life of the nation on behalf of all the twelve tribes.

	The book is set during the year or so that the Israelites were encamped at Mount Sinai around 1444 BC.

	The kind of texts we mainly find in Leviticus are instructions, regulations and laws.

	God is quoted so much in Leviticus, because he is the one giving these instructions, regulations and laws to Moses – and through him to the priests, the Levites and the people in general.

	The main purpose of the book is to regulate the sacrifices and offerings in the Tabernacle, to instruct about the national festivals and other holy days, and to ensure the holiness and ceremonial cleanness of the Israelites.

	Here are some examples of how “holiness” is to be understood in Leviticus:

a.The Lord is holy, so his people must also be holy.
b.The Israelite camp is holy because of God’s presence there, so nobody or nothing that is ceremonially unclean can be in the camp.
c.Physical imperfection expresses lack of holiness: Consequently, all sacrificial animals must be without blemish.
d.Some areas of everyday human life are considered “unclean” and could signify spiritual impurity, for example childbirth, menstruation, baldness and sores on the skin.
e.Ceremonial purity can be restored: The priests verify the case, and a sacrifice is made.
	The offerings and sacrifices of the Israelites were both similar and different from those of the surrounding pagan nations:

a.They were similar in how the were performed: priests sacrificing animals and food at a holy place.
b.They were different in significance: The Israelite sacrificial system received its meaning from the Lord’s covenant relationship with them, so their sacrifices symbolized atonement and worship. The pagan sacrifices were attempts to get favors from the gods.
(Go to Leviticus study 1)
 
Leviticus answers 1: Offerings and sacrifices
Answers to Questions
	The five types of offering mentioned in chapters 1–7 are:

a.Burnt offering
b.Grain offering
c.Fellowship offering
d.Sin offering
e.Guilt offering
	These offerings can be divided into two groups depending on what was offered:

a.Animal offerings: burnt offering, fellowship offering, sin offering and guilt offering
b.Non-animal (bloodless) offering: grain offering
	These offerings can be divided into two groups depending on the offerer:

a.Voluntary offerings expressing worship, devotion, thanksgiving and so on: burnt offering, grain offering, fellowship offering. 
But burnt offering became mandatory together with a sin or a guilt offering (see Leviticus study 2: The Day of Atonement).
b.Mandatory offerings as a consequence of the offerer’s sin: sin offering, guilt offering. For burnt offering see the previous point.
	This is the main difference between the two accounts of burnt offering in Lev 1:3–17 and 6:8–13:

a.In 1:3–17 God tells Moses to inform the Israelites about how of perform a burnt offering. So this account is from the perspective of the offerer.
b.In 6:8–16 God tells Moses to instruct the priests about what to do with the victim of the offering. So this account is from the perspective of the priests, with particular focus on one aspect of the administration of the burnt offering.
	There are four varieties of grain offering described in chapter 2

a.Offering of fine flour (which is uncooked), v 1–3
b.Offering of unleavened bread baked in an oven, v 4
c.Offering of bread prepared on a griddle, v 5–6
d.Offering of bread cooked in a pan, v 7
	These are the four categories of people mentioned conducting sin offerings in chapter 4:

a.The high priest, v 3–12
b.The Israelites as a community, v 13–21
c.An Israelite leader, v 22–26
d.An individual Israelite, v 27–31
	These are the sins mentioned in chapter 5 that require the sinner to present a sin offering:

a.A person who keeps quiet when he is supposed to testify or report something, v 1
b.A person who touches something that is ceremonially unclean, v 2
c.A person who touches some human uncleanness, v 3
d.A person who takes an oath without reflecting on what he has done, v 4
	These are the sins mentioned in chapters 5–6 that require the sinner to present a guilt offering:

a.A person who violates (or damages) any of God’s holy things, v 14–16
b.A person who breaks any of God’s commands, v 17–19
c.A person who in any way cheats or deceives or lies about his neighbor, v 1–7
	These are the main events that take place during the ordination of Aaron and his sons in chapter 8:

a.Preparations: Moses brings everything that is needed for the ceremony and calls the people to come in front of the Tabernacle, v 1–4.
b.Dressing: Moses dresses Aaron and his sons in their special clothes, v 5–9.
c.Anointing: Moses anoints the Tabernacle, the holy things, and Aaron and his sons, v 10–13.
d.The first sacrifice: Moses sacrifices the bull, v 14–17.
e.The sacrifice of the ram for burnt offering: Moses performs the sacrifice, v 18–21.
f.The ordination sacrifice: Moses sacrifices another ram and a cake of bread, v 22–29. This is a special kind of offering which only takes place as priests are ordained.
g.Consecration: Moses sprinkles consecration oil and blood from the altar on Aaron and his sons and on their clothes, v 30.
h.The meal: Moses instructs Aaron and his sons to prepare a meal from the offerings, eat it, and spend seven days before the entrance of the Tabernacle, v 31–36.
	Aaron and his sons begin their priestly ministry in the Tabernacle in chapter 9:

a.These are the kinds of offerings they present before the Lord, first for themselves as priest and then for the people:
	Burnt offering

	Sin offering 

	Fellowship offering; part of this offering was also presented before the Lord as a wave offering (it was lifted up)

	Grain offering

b.This is what we learn about the significance of these offerings:
	The offerings are presented with the expectation that the Lord would appear to his people, v 4, 6

	Atonement is made through the sin offering and the burnt offering, v 7

	As Moses and Aaron come out from the Tabernacle, the glory of the Lord is manifested: fire comes out from the most holy place (the Ark?) and consumes the offerings on the altar, v 24.

Comments on Think and discuss
	–

	These are some things that we as South Indian believers today can learn from the first nine chapters of Leviticus:

a.Through Moses, God gave the Israelites directions about how they should worship him through the sacrificial system of the Tabernacle during Old Testament times. As we live in the New Covenant, we will find directions about how we should worship God in the whole Bible, especially in the New Testament. Jesus said, “But the time is coming and has already come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such worshipers. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23–24).
b.God provided a method for the Israelites to experience atonement through the sacrificial system of the Tabernacle. God has also provided a method for us – the people of the New Covenant – to experience atonement. This method is Jesus’ death on the cross. As the Israelites had to accept God’s method in those day, so we have to accept God’s method for us today. Jesus is the only way. We must accept him as our personal savior. Paul writes: “God presented Jesus as a sacrifice of atonement through faith in his blood” (Rom 3:25).
c.The Israelites had to confess their sins before they could be forgiven (5:5). The same principle is valid today: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).
d.The Israelites presented their offerings with the expectation that God would appear to them. And he did: “the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people” (Lev 9:23). We as God’s people today should also be expectant. When we come to church on Sundays to worship him and to offer to him our praise for who he is and our thanks for his provisions for us and for what the has done for our salvation, then we should come with expectation. We should expect God to comfort us when we are distressed. We should expect God bless us and to fill our needs. We should expect God to equip us for his work of reaching people who walk in darkness with the light of Christ.
(Go Leviticus study 2)
 
Leviticus answers 2: The Day of Atonement
Answers to Questions
	Aaron used the incense for its smoke. The smoke would make it impossible for him to see the lid of the ark (v 12–13) where God’s glorious presence dwelt. If the saw God’s glory, he would die.

	These are the five animals mentioned in verse 3 and verse 5 and the purpose for which they were used in the Day of Atonement rituals:

a.The young bull (v 3) was to be used for a sin offering for Aaron himself and his household (v 3, 6, 11, 14, 18, 27), compare 4:3.
b.The first ram (v 3) was to be used for a burnt offering for Aaron himself (v 3, 24), compare 1:10.
c.The second ram (v 5) was to be used for a burnt offering for the Israelite community (v 5, 24), compare 1:10.
d.One of the goats (v 5) was to be used for (before the Lord as) a sin offering for the Israelite community (v 5, 7, 9, 15, 18, 27), compare 4:13–14, 27–28.
e.The other goat (v 5) was to be used as (sin offering and as) a scapegoat for the Israelite community (v 5, 7, 10, 20–22, 26).
	The first goat was the sacrificial goat. It was sacrificed for the sin of the people (v 5, 9). This is what happened with it: 

a.It was slaughtered (v 15).
b.Its blood was sprinkled on the atonement cover and in front of the ark. Blood was also sprinkled in the holy place and on the horns of the altar of burnt offering (v 15, 18).
c.Its body was burned outside the camp (v 27).
	The second goat was the scapegoat (v 8). This is what happened with it:

a.It was presented to the Lord (v 10). Nothing is said about how this was done, other than that it was to be sent into the desert alive.
b.Aaron laid his hands on its head and confessed over it all the iniquities and transgressions of the Israelites, even all their sins, and put them on the goat’s head (v 21).
c.It was sent away into the desert under the charge of a man appointed for this task (v 21).
d.This man took it to a solitary place in the desert and released it there. Symbolically the goat carried all the sins of the Israelites (v 22).
	These things were atoned for during the Day of Atonement:

a.The most holy place (v 16, 33)
b.The holy place, in this chapter called the Tent of Meeting (v 16, 33)
c.The altar (of burnt offerings) (v 18–19, 33)
d.Aaron as the high priest and his household (v 17)
e.The priests (v 33)
f.The whole Israelite community (v 19, 33–34)
	This is my list of observations from the conclusion of this chapter (v 34):

a.The Day of Atonement regulations were to be a everlasting statute. But they only lasted as long as the Old Covenant lasted, until Jesus brought the New Covenant in his blood (Luk 22:20).
b.Atonement was to be made once a year. It had to be repeated every year. So it didn’t have any lasting effect. But the sacrifice that Jesus made was “once for all” (Rom 6:10; Heb 7:27; 9:12, 26; 10:10; 1 Pet 3:18).
c.Atonement was made for all the sins of the Israelites. This atonement was limited to the people of the Old Covenant, the Israelites. But Jesus gave himself as a ransom for all men (1 Tim 4:8; see also 2 Cor 5:15).
d.Moses did everything as the Lord commanded him. Moses was careful to  follow all the instructions that God gave him under the Old Covenant. In this he is a role model for us. We who belong to the New Covenant should also be obedient to God’s word.
Comments on Think and discuss
	This seems to have been the chronological order of the rituals of the Day of Atonement (based on the NIV Study Bible Notes): 

a.The high priest went to the basin in the courtyard, removed his regular clothes, washed himself and went into the holy place to put on the special clothes for the Day of Atonement (v 4). 
b.He went out to sacrifice a bull at the altar of burnt offering as a sin offering for himself and the other priests (v 11). 
c.He went into the most holy place with some of the bull’s blood, with incense and with coals from the altar of burnt offering (v 12–13). The incense was placed on the burning coals, and the smoke of the incense hid the ark from view. 
d.He sprinkled some of the bull’s blood on and in front of the atonement cover of the ark (v 14). 
e.He went outside the Tabernacle and cast lots for two goats to see which was to be sacrificed and which was to be the scapegoat (v 7–8). 
f.At the altar of burnt offering the high priest killed the goat for the sin offering for the people, and for a second time he went into the most holy place, this time to sprinkle the goat’s blood in front of and on the atonement cover (v 5, 9, 15–16a). 
g.He returned to the holy place (called Tent of Meeting in this chapter) and sprinkled the goat’s blood there (v 16 b). 
h.He went outside to the altar of burnt offering and sprinkled it (v 18) with the blood of the bull for himself (v 11) and of the goat for the people (v 15). 
i.In the courtyard he laid both hands on the second goat. This symbolized the transfer of Israel’s sin. The scapegoat was sent out into the desert (v 20–22). 
j.When the man who had taken the goat away returned, he washed himself and his clothes outside the camp (v 26) before rejoining the people. 
k.The high priest entered the holy place to remove his special clothes (v 23). 
l.He went out to the basin to wash and put on his regular priestly clothes (v 24). 
m.As a final sacrifice he went out to the great altar and offered a ram (v 3) as a burnt offering for himself (v 24), and another ram (v 5) for the people (v 24). 
n.The conclusion of the entire day was the removal of the sacrifices for the sin offerings to a place outside the camp, where they were burned. There the man who performed this ritual bathed and washed his clothes (v 27–28) before rejoining the people.
	The two goats together point to Jesus, as no single Old Testament offering could typify the atonement of Christ sufficiently:

a.The first goat that was killed – whose blood was sprinkled in the most holy place and whose body was burned outside the camp (v 15, 27) – points to the payment of the price of Christ’s atonement. 
	Rom 3:23–25: “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. They are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. God put him forward as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.”

	Heb 9:11, 14, 21–22: “But Christ came as high priest of the good things that are coming. He went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made by man, that is, it is not a part of this creation. … How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse our conscience from dead works, so that we may serve the living God! … Moses sprinkled the Tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies with blood. In fact, the law requires that almost everything is cleansed with blood, and apart from the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”

	Heb 13:11–13: “The high priest carries the blood of animals into the most holy place as a sin offering, but the bodies are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus too suffered outside the city gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.”

	1 John 2:2: “He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.”

b.The other goat – the one that was sent away alive bearing the sins of the nation (v 21) – points at the removal of sin and its guilt through Jesus’ death on the cross.
	Joh 1:29: “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

	Heb 9:27–28: “Just as it is the destiny of man to die once and and then face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people.”

	I John 3:4–5: “Everyone who sins also breaks the law, because sin is lawlessness. But you know that he was revealed to take away our sins.”

	The author of Hebrews uses the expression “outside the camp” (taken from Lev 16:27) three times in Heb 13:11–13. This is what he refers to in each  of these three instances:

a.The first reference is to what actually happened on the Day of Atonement under the Old Testament sacrificial system, v 11
b.The second reference is to Jesus’ shameful death on the cross, which took place outside the city walls of Jerusalem, v 12
c.The third reference is to Christian believers. We should follow Jesus “outside the camp”. We should be like him who suffered disgrace for us. We should we willing to suffer for the gospel, bearing the disgrace that he bore (v 13).
(Go to Leviticus study 3)
 
Leviticus answers 3: Sacrifice and the covenant
Answers to Questions
	These were the six stages (or steps) in the sacrificial ritual:

a.The worshiper brought his offering (1:1; 2:1; 3:1; 4:3, 14, 23, 28; 5:14).
b.The worshiper laid his hands on the victim’s head as an act of identification (1:4; 3:2; 4:4). It was not (as some people think) to transfer the sin, but a way to identify oneself with the victim.
c.The worshiper (not the priest) slaughtered the animal (1:5; 3:2; 4:4). The priest slaughtered the victim only on the Day of Atonement. On that day it was done for all Israel (Lev 16).
d.The priest sprinkled the blood of the victim on the altar (1:5; 3:2; 4:5–7; 7:2). In the case of sin and guilt offerings the blood symbolized that a life  had been surrendered.
e.The meat of the victim, in part or as a whole depending on the type of sacrifice, was burnt on the altar of burnt offering (1:8–9; 3:3–5; 4:8–10; 7:3–5).
f.In most cases the meat was eaten (3:17), usually shared by the priests and the offerers. In the case of sin and guilt offerings it was eaten by the priests alone (6:26, 29; 7:6).
	The Day of Atonement rituals seem to support the basic meaning “to wipe off, to cleanse” of the Hebrew verb translated in our Bibles as “to make atonement”: The priests progressively cleansed the sanctuary by sacrifices, thereby removing it from the pollution of sin, sanctifying it. 

	In chapter 9 the priests begin their ministry and perform sacrifices for the first time:

a.These are the four kinds of offering that they present: sin offering, burnt offering, grain offering and fellowship offering.
b.The grain offering is actually not presented as a separate offering. It is done together with the burnt offering. So we can say that there are only three offerings: sin offering, burnt offering and fellowship offering.
c.When the order of these three offerings in chapter 9 is compared with the order in 1:3–6:7 and in 6:8–7:38 we find that each passage mentions the offerings in different order. 
This is my conclusion: Of these three passages it is only in chapter 9 that we find an actual description of how the offerings were presented. So under the Old Testament sacrificial system the offerings were presented in this order: sin offering, burnt offering (with grain offering), and fellowship offering. So the two earlier passages describe the offerings from other perspectives, not chronologically.
Answers to Think and discuss
	This is how the Old Testament sacrifices expressed the covenant that God had made with the Israelites:

a.The sacrifices showed that the covenant was still valid.
b.The sacrifices demonstrated the seriousness of sin.
c.The sacrifices brought about atonement for sin.
d.The sacrifices suggested the idea of substitution (for example the two goats sacrificed on the Day of Atonement).
	In question 3 above we saw that the actual order of the sacrifices that Aaron and his sons performed is the one found in chapter 9, and not those found in earlier passages. The order was: sin offering, followed by burnt offering (and with that the grain offering), followed by fellowship offering. This is how the order of the actual operation of the sacrificial system reveals the theology behind it:

a.Sin offering, when sin is atoned for. In theological language this is also called “propitiation”. So first the offerer’s sin has to be dealt with.
b.Burnt offering, when the whole sacrifice is consumed by the fire on the altar, producing an aroma pleasing to the Lord. This symbolizes the offerer’s wholehearted devotion to God.
c.Fellowship (or peace) offering, when part of the meat and grain that have been offered to God is shared by the worshiper and the priests. This symbolizes the re-establishment of the offerer’s relationship with God.
	– (see also my conclusion 4 of the this study)
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Leviticus answers 4: The priesthood
Answers to Questions
	Some Bible references about priests and sacrifices:

a.Deut 33:10 presents two functions of the Israelite priesthood:
	The priests are to teach the law to the people, v 10 (first half).

	The priests are to perform the rituals of the Tabernacle/temple services: burning the incense and performing the offerings, v 10 (second half).

b.This additional function of the priesthood is found in Deut 21:1–5: The priests are to assist the judges in administering justice.
c.These functions of the priesthood are referred to in these passages:
	Lev 10:11–12: The function of teaching the law

	Lev 9:22: The function of performing the rituals of the Tabernacle/the temple services (offering sacrifices and other religious tasks)

	Deut 17:10: The function of administering justice (applying the law to complicated cases)

d.Gideon built an altar called “God is Peace” at a place called Ophrah (Judg 6:24). This was his “home town” (his father was an Abiezrite, see Judg 6:11) in the tribal area of Manasseh. 
e.The altar on Mount Carmel that Elijah placed his sacrifice on was in ruins so it had to be repaired. The altar was built of twelve stones, one for each tribe of Israel (1 Kings 18:30–32).
f.The significance of Num 3:45 is that God told Moses to replace the firstborn of the Israelite tribes with the Levites. As “firstborn” the Levites belonged to God in a special way.
	Aaron and his sons were ordained as priests during the year the Israelites were were encamped at Mount Sinai. There were at least two reasons why it happened just then:

a.God told Moses to ordain them (Ex 28:1; 29:9; 30:30; 40:13–14). And Moses was obedient to God’s instructions. He did everything as the Lord had commanded him. Lev chapter 8 describes the ordination of Aaron and his sons.
b.After the sin that the Israelites committed at Mount Sinai when they made and worshiped the golden bull calf idol, God devised a new way of relating to the Israelites. This was the sacrificial system of the Tabernacle, which required a priesthood.
Answers to Think and discuss
	The history of the Israelite priesthood as recorded in the Old Testament texts is complicated because the texts seem to reflect two contrasting sacrificial systems:

a.The official and national system, which was initiated by God through Moses while the Israelites were encamped at Mount Sinai. In this system only priests that came from the family line of Aaron could officiate. This was a centralized system linked to the Tabernacle (later the Jerusalem temple). In this system offerings could be made for the whole nation of Israel.
b.The individual and decentralized system, in which any Israelite man could offer sacrifices to God anywhere in the country.
	These would probably be the requirements/qualifications (formal as well as personal) for each of the three priestly functions:

a.The priestly function of performing offerings and sacrifices in the Tabernacle/the Jerusalem temple:
	Formal qualification: Belonging to the tribe of Levi, the family of Aaron and the sub-family of Eleazar. Only the ordained high priest could officiate on the Day of Atonement (Lev 16:32).

	Personal qualifications: Not mentioned in the texts.

b.The priestly function of teaching the law to the people:
	Formal qualification: Be of the tribe of Levi and the family of Aaron.

	Personal qualifications: Must know the law well; was expected live according to the law himself.

c.The priestly function of assisting the judges in matters relating to the application of the law:
	Formal qualification: Be of the tribe of Levi and the family of Aaron.

	Personal qualifications: Must know the law well.

	–
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Leviticus answers 5: Purification after childbirth
Answers to Questions
	The time between the birth of a child and the mother bringing her offering to the Tabernacle is divided into two periods:

a.First she is ceremonially unclean for one week (if she had a boy) or two weeks (if she had a girl).
b.Then she has to wait 33 days (if she had a boy) or 66 days (if she had a girl) for her purification period to be over.
	When a woman’s period of purification is over she is required to make two offerings:

a.A burnt offering
b.A sin offering
	The offering requirements between ordinary women and poor women differ like this:

a.Ordinary women bring a lamb for burnt offering and a pigeon/dove for sin offering.
b.Poor women can instead bring two pigeons/doves, one for burnt offering and one for sin offering.
Comments on Think and discuss
	This is why would it be necessary for a woman who had given birth to a child to arrange for sin offering for her purification (instead of grain offering or fellowship offering): 

The issue of blood at childbirth made the woman ceremonially unclean. Thereby she had committed a sin that required sin offering, usually combined with burnt offering. 
(Grain offering was made when a person wanted to worship and thank God for his goodness and provisions. Fellowship offering was also an act of worship and thanksgiving, and it included a communal meal.)
	The Old Testament doesn’t explain why the period of purification must be twice as long after the birth of a girl than after the birth of a boy. But there must have been some reasons why God told the Israelites to have this difference, whereby the journey to the temple for a mother with her newborn girl was delayed by an extra 5–6 weeks, for example:

a.Some Bible scholars suggest that the reason was theological or ritual:
	Perhaps the difference reflects the creation story: Eve was created later than Adam.

	Perhaps the difference reflects the covenant sign of circumcision: boys were circumcised on the eighth day; girls were not circumcised.

	Perhaps the difference reflects an idea of “future impurity”: girls would grow up to become menstruating women.

b.There may also have been cultural reasons. Even in India, girls are less desired than boys, and consequently girls stand a greater risk of being neglected. The father of the baby might have taken less care of a girl than of a boy. So to force the mother to stay secluded a longer time at home with a girl baby would have given extra protection to the girl.
We should note that no difference is made in the temple ritual and the offerings between the birth of a boy or a girl. The only difference is in the periods of uncleanness (1 week for a boy, 2 weeks for a girl) and isolation (33 days for a boy, 66 days for a girl).
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Leviticus answers 6: Feasts and festivals
Answers to Questions
	These are the feasts mentioned in Lev 23:

a.The Sabbath. It was celebrated on the seventh day of every week as a day of rest when no work was done, v 3.
b.The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Passover was celebrated on the 14th day of the first month (in March–April). The Feast of Unleavened Bread was celebrated from the 15th to the 21st day of the same month. In Num 9:1–14 and Ex 12:1–20 we read how and why these feasts were celebrated: A lamb was killed and eaten together with bitter herbs and unleavened bread in remembrance of Israel’s deliverance from captivity and their hasty departure from Egypt. Special sacred assemblies – with burnt offerings, grain offerings and sin offerings in addition to the regular daily offerings – were held on the first and the last day. No regular work could be done on these days.
c.The Feast of Firstfruits. It was celebrated at the beginning of the grain harvest (in March–April). A sheaf was waved before the Lord. Burnt offering and grain offering (together with its drink offering) were presented before the Lord. This was done in recognition of God’s gift of the harvest.
d.The Feast of Weeks. It was celebrated (in May–June) fifty days after the Sabbath following Firstfruits as a harvest festival. Burnt offering, grain offering (with its drink offering) and fellowship offering were presented to the Lord.
e.The Feast of Trumpets. It was celebrated on the first day of the seventh month (in September–October) with trumpet blasts. An offering was made to the Lord during this day of rest. The Old Testament does not mention the purpose of this feast.
f.The Day of Atonement. It was celebrated on the 10th day of the seventh month (in September–October) with sacrifices and fasting. Its purpose was to cleanse the priests and the people from their sins and to purify the Tabernacle.
g.The Feast of Tabernacles. It was a seven-day celebration of the harvest during the seventh month, from the 15th to the 21st day (in September–October). During these days people lived in booths in memory of the journey from Egypt to Canaan. The first and last days were days of rest.
	This is how three out of the festivals mentioned above were connected with the agricultural year:

a.Firstfruits celebrated the beginning of the harvest (March–April).
b.Feast of Weeks was celebrated seven weeks later (in May–June). It was a harvest festival. It is called Pentecost in the New Testament.
c.Tabernacles celebrated the completion of harvest (in September–October). 
	This is a comparison between the celebration of Israelite thanksgiving festivals and the pagan customs of the surrounding nations of those days:

a.Similarity: Many of the expressions of festivity and celebration were similar.
b.Difference: The meaning was different. The Israelite festivals expressed thanksgiving to God for his goodness: for his deliverance from bondage in Egypt and for the bounties of the land. The pagan festivals tried to please the gods in order to make the land more fertile.
	The Day of Atonement was celebrated to atone for the guilt of the whole Israelite nation. 

	The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) showed special concern for the poor and the foreigners. The Israelites were told to be “careless” when they harvested. They should not reap near the edges of the fields and not go over the fields a second time so that there would be some grain left for the poor and the foreigners (v 22).

Answers to Think and discuss
	There could have been at least three reasons why the celebration of feasts and festivals was important to the Israelites during Old Testament times:

a.The Israelites wanted to remember what God had done for them during the course of history. They were a nation with a very long and eventful history. This made them interested in their past. One important aspect of feasts and festivals was the celebration of past events.
b.The Israelites were God’s chosen people. He had made a covenant with them. He was present with them in very special ways: He had delivered them from bondage in Egypt. He had given them his law at Sinai. He had brought them into the Promised Land in fulfillment of his promise to Abraham. He had made their land fertile. So when the Israelites celebrated feasts and festivals they expressed their thankfulness to God for what he had done for them. It was also a way for them to show that they wanted to keep their part of the covenant.
c.Many of these festivals point forward to the New Testament and to what God was planning to do for the salvation of mankind through Jesus Christ. So when God commanded the Israelites ”to keep the appointed feasts of the Lord” he was preparing the ground for the coming of Jesus. The Sabbath, a feast which was celebrated every week, also pointed forward to God’s future promise of a ”Sabbath rest” for his people (Is 11:10; 60:19–20; Heb 4:9; Rev 7:14–17; 14:13).
	–

(Go to Leviticus study 7)
 
Leviticus answers 7: The Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee
Answers to Questions
	The people of Israel could survive during the Sabbatical Year when they were not allowed to “reap what grows” or “harvest the grapes” (Lev 25:5), because the land would anyway produce enough for the needs of the people and the animals (v 6–7).There would also be a surplus of produce from the previous year (compare v 21).

	These were the important things that should take place during the Year of Jubilee (Lev 25:8–55):

a.Every Israelite should return to his home area (v 11, 13).
b.The land must rest (just like during the Sabbatical Year): There should be no sowing or reaping (v 11).
c.Land that had been sold since the previous Year of Jubilee should be sold back to the original owner (v 14–17). No land could be sold permanently (v 23–24). Even if the original owner didn’t have money enough to buy the land back, it should be returned to him (v 28). These rules only applied to property in villages, not in walled cities (v 29–31). But Levites (they only lived in cities and didn’t have any agricultural land) should have their city property returned to them (v 32–33). Levites were, however, not allowed to sell their pastureland which they owned near the cities (v 34).
d.Israelites who had been struck by poverty and become bonded laborers since the previous Year of Jubilee must be released (v 39–43). Even poor Israelites who had sold themselves as slaves to foreigners living in the land must be redeemed or released during the Year of Jubilee (v 47–55).
Answers to Think and discuss
	There seems to be a contradiction between v 6–7 and v 5 in the passage about the Sabbatical Year (Lev 25:1–7):

a.This is the apparent contradiction: Verse 7 concludes with the statement that the Israelites were allowed to eat whatever the land produced during the Year of Jubilee. But this seems to contradict the command in v 5: Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines.
b.These verses can be harmonized like this: Regular harvest work is forbidden in v 5; this means that there could be no normal work of harvest or grape-gathering that would involve servants and include storage. But v 6–7 speaks about eating and gathering directly from the fields. That was permitted. This is made clear in the following passage (v 12): Eat only what is taken directly from the fields.
	The main purpose of the Year of Jubilee was to help the poor and to stabilize the land. This purpose was achieved by the cancelation of debts, the restoration of the land to its original owners and the liberation of bonded laborers. 

	We as believers in South India today can learn at least six things from the passages about the Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee (Lev 25):

a.The importance of Sabbath rest in general: Even God rested on the seventh day of creation. By doing so, he set an example for us to rest. The Sabbatical Year and the Year of Jubilee emphasize this importance of rest.
b.The importance of caring for God’s creation: God knew that the Israelites would impoverish the land by continuous sowing and harvesting. In those days people didn’t know the principles of crop rotation as a method of preserving the fertility of the soil. They also didn’t have access to modern efficient fertilizers. So God forced the Israelites to take care of their land by observing the Sabbatical Year. This should teach us to be faithful stewards of God’s creation. We must take care of our land, our forests, our rivers, and our environment.
c.To trust God for our everyday provisions: God promised to provide for the Israelites even when they stopped their agricultural activities for a whole year: “If you follow my statues and keep my ordinances, you will live safely in the land. The land will yield its fruit, you will eat your fill and dwell there in safety. Should you ask, ‘What will we eat in the seventh year if we do not plant or harvest our crops?’ I will order such a blessing for you in the sixth year that the land will yield enough for three years. When you sow in the eighth year, you will eat from the old crop and will be eating from it until the produce of the ninth year comes in” (Lev 25:18–22). God will surely provide for our daily needs as we commit our lives to him and to the principles of his kingdom.
d.God’s concern for a stable society: The Year of Jubilee was God’s method to restore the social and financial imbalances that had taken place in the Israelite society during the previous forty-nine years. God knew that a stable society would be a blessing to the people of the country. The directives that God provided for the Israelites in Lev 25 would also teach them the importance of a socially and financially stable society. Even we modern-day believers need to understand this – and do something about this kind of imbalances in our own country.
e.God’s concern for the poor: The Old Testament abounds in texts that show God’s concern for the poor and oppressed. One such text is the directives about the Year of Jubilee in this chapter. We as God’s people today need to understand that God is more in favor of the poor than of the rich. He himself became poor in the person of Jesus, the carpenter’s son from Galilee.
f.God’s people should also to be concerned about the poor and the oppressed: There are plenty of opportunities for the church in South India today (and also for us as individual believers) to express our concern for the poor, the needy and the oppressed.
(Go to Leviticus study 8)
 
Leviticus answers 8: The effectiveness of the sacrificial system
Answers to Questions
	Answer to the questions on Lev 4:27–35:

a.The consequence of – even unintentional – sin was guilt. The “member of the community” was guilty.
b.The “member of the community” brought the goat to the priest because he was aware of his sin. So he came to get atonement and to have his sin forgiven.
c.The result of the sacrifice performed by the priest was that atonement was made for the sinner, and that the sinner was forgiven.
	This was God’s criticism of the Israelite offerings and sacrifices at the time of the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah and Amos, when we look at the context of each passage:

a.Is 1: 10–11: Isaiah calls the Israelites “you rulers of Sodom” and “you people of Gomorrah” (v 10). These two cities symbolized sinfulness and lack of repentance. As a result, God’s judgment came over them and they were destroyed. 
God calls the offerings of the Israelites “meaningless” (v 13). Why? Because of the wrong attitude of the offerers: They did not realize their sinfulness. They did not feel that they were guilty. They did not bring their sacrifices with the right intention. 
Consequently, God found no “pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats” (v 11 second half). So he told them to stop with their meaningless offerings and evil assemblies (v 13).
My understanding of this passage is that God does not revoke the Pentateuch texts about offerings and sacrifices. What God is condemning here is the abuse of the sacrificial system.
b.Jer 6:20: The context of this verse (6:16–20) shows that the Israelites have left “the ancient paths” (v 16). They refuse to walk in “the good way” (v 16). They don’t want to listen to God’s warning trumpet (v 17) and to God’s words (v 19). They have rejected, God’s law, his covenant (v 19).
Consequently, God doesn’t care about their incense and he will not accept their burnt offerings (v 20). Remember that “burnt offerings” (when the whole victim was burnt of the altar) symbolized total commitment to God.
My understanding of this passage is that is doesn’t speak against the sacrificial system as such. It speaks against the abuse of the system.
c.Am 5:22: The immediate context of this verse (5:21–24) shows that something was very wrong in the Israelite society of those days. The rituals of religion went on as usual: The Israelites held their feasts (v 21). They continued with their offerings (v 22). They carried on with their music and worship songs (v 23). What was lacking was justice and righteousness (v 24). By forgetting about justice and righteousness the Israelites had broken the covenant (compare Deut 16:19–20; 24:17; 27:19).
Consequently, God despised their religious feasts and gatherings. He did not accept their offerings. He would not listen to their worship songs and music.
My understanding of this passage is that if God’s people don’t keep the covenant, then all their religious activities are useless. To God righteousness and justice are more important than religion. The passage does not condemn religious activities (including offerings and sacrifices) as such. It condemns the abuse of religious activities.
	All kind of sins could be forgiven under the Old Testament sacrificial system, premeditated (intentional) as well as involuntary (unintentional). So the system did not have any limitation with regard to the kind of sin that could be forgiven. Its limitation lay elsewhere (see next question).

	The Old Testament sacrificial system was limited by its inability to grant lasting forgiveness and permanent peace. The sin and guilt offerings had to be repeated over and over again. The Day of Atonement, which dealt collectively with the sin of the Israelite nation, had to be celebrated every year. Only with the death of Jesus Christ was sin dealt with “once for all”:

“The death he died, he died to sin, once for all” (Rom 6:10)
“But now at the end of the ages he has appeared once for all to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb 9:26).
“For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring you to God” (1 Pet 3:18).
	We know three things about the Old Testament sacrificial system that the Israelites themselves didn’t know:

a.We know that the effect of the system was limited in time. Sacrifices had to be made again and again. The Israelites themselves had no way of knowing that.
b.We know that the sacrifices of the system were made valid in God’s mind because of Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross which didn’t take place until over a thousand years later in history. The ancient Israelites couldn’t know that.
c.We know that the Old Testament sacrificial system was foreshadowing (pointing forward to) Jesus and his sacrificial death. There was no way the ancient Israelites could know that. For them it was God’s way to forgive them their sins.
Answers to Think and discuss
	Six misunderstandings of the Old Testament sacrificial system are discussed in the first part of this study:

a.The misunderstanding that the Old Testament prophets no longer accepted the sacrificial system of the Pentateuch. The truth is that the prophets condemned the abuses of the system, not the system itself.
b.The misunderstanding that the reason for the prophets’ criticism of the sacrificial system was that they had been given a deeper understanding of God’s way of dealing with sin. The truth is that the prophets knew of no other way for God to deal with the sins of the people except through the sacrifices of the system. But, of course, they knew that these sacrifices only were the means of God’s forgiveness within his covenant with the Israelites. Forgiveness comes from God.
c.The misunderstanding that the only true purpose of the sacrificial system was to foreshadow Christ’s death, which meant that it couldn’t in itself achieve the forgiveness of sins for the ancient Israelites. The truth is that the system was God’s way to forgive them their sins, and that their sins were really forgiven.
d.The misunderstanding that the Old Testament sacrifices were only ceremonial, which meant that they had nothing to do with the issue of personal sin. The truth is that the Old Testament sacrificial system really dealt with the sins of the ancient Israelites.
e.The misunderstanding that the Old Testament distinguishes between premeditated and involuntary sin, in such a way that atonement could only be given for involuntary (unintentional) sins. The truth is that all confessed sin was forgiven during Old Testament times, whether it was premeditated or not.
f.The misunderstanding that the Old Testament teaches that it was the blood of the sacrificial animal that removed a person’s sin. The truth is that it was the Lord of the covenant who forgave the sinner and took away his sins. The blood of the sacrifice was only the means.
	–

	Some texts in the prophetic books speak against the abuse of the Old Testament sacrificial system. But it is, in fact, also possible for us who belong to the New Covenant to misuse the “New Testament sacrificial system”! This happens:

a.When we reject God’s offer of salvation through Jesus Christ: “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life. But whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him” (John 3:36).
b.When we continue our sinful lifestyle after we have accepted Jesus as our personal savior: “If we willfully persist in sin after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment and a fury of fire that will devour those who resist God. Anyone who disregards the law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment does not a man deserve who has trampled the Son of God under foot, and profaned the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, ‘Vengeance is mine. I will repay,’ and again, ‘The Lord will judge his people.’ It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb 10:26–31).
c.Heb 6:4–6, which is a passage that many young South Indian believers struggle with, puts the same truth in a different way.
(Go to Introduction to Numbers)
 

Numbers answers
Introduction to Numbers answers
Answers to Questions
	The English name for Numbers comes from the Greek Septuagint translation. It refers to the two censuses, one in the beginning of the book and one towards the end.

	In Numbers the Israelites are portrayed as God’s army, marching to conquer the Promised Land. But they are a murmuring and rebellious army, provoking God to anger.

	The setting of Numbers is the journey through the wilderness, beginning at  Mount Sinai, pausing at Kadesh Barnea and ending on the Plains of Moab.

	–

	The events recorded in Numbers take place approximately between 1444 BC (at Mount Sinai) and 1406 BC (the entry into the Promised Land).

	The two most common types of text in Numbers are laws (of various kinds) and narratives (many of them well known). 

	The result of the refusal of the Israelites to enter Canaan was God’s punishment of that whole generation of Israelites. They had to die in the wilderness, before God allowed a new generation of Israelites to enter the Promised Land from the east (from Moab).

	God’s faithfulness to his people is evident in the story about Balaam. King Balak hired him to curse the Israelites. But he was not able to utter any curses. Instead he could only bless them. So in spite of the unfaithfulness of the Israelites, God remained faithful to them.

(Go to Numbers study 1)
 
Numbers answers 1: The first census. The Israelite camp
Answers to Questions
	The purpose of the census was to find out the size of the Israelite army. Only men above the age of 20 who were able to fight were counted.

	The census was organized in such a way that one person from each tribe helped in taking the census. That person had to be the head of his own family, so he must have had traditional authority. Moses and Aaron had the overall responsibility for taking the census, but they were assisted by a representative from each tribe.

	The Levites were not counted, because there were no Levites serving in the army. Their duty was to be in charge of the Tabernacle and its furnishings.

	The camp of the Levites was all around the Tabernacle. They were camped there so that they would protect the rest of the Israelites from coming too close to the Tabernacle and the holy furnishings connected with it. If that happened, God’s wrath would fall on the offender.

	Twice it is stated that the Israelites responded very positively to God’s instructions through Moses, first about the census (“The Israelites did all this just as the Lord commanded Moses”, 1:54), then about the arrangement of the camp (“So the Israelites did everything the Lord commanded Moses”, 2:34). 

Answers to Think and discuss
	The impression we get of the Israelites in these first two chapters of Numbers is that they were very well organized. First, the census was taken in a very organized, systematic and representative way. Second, the camp was arranged in perfect symmetry. But we also see that is was God who was behind this systematic and structured organization.

We as God’s people in South India can learn from this that God “is not a God of disorder” (1 Cor 14:33). Paul further writes to the Corinthians that everything in their services “should be done in a fitting and orderly way” (1 Cor 14:40). The Bible also tells us about God using “order” when he created the universe. So I think that God expects us to have good “order” in all aspects of our church life and personal life: our church services, our leadership, our ministries, the handling of our money and other resources, our family life, our personal spiritual life, and so on.
	The impression that we get of the relationship between God, Moses/Aaron and the people in these first two chapters of Numbers is one of harmony and co-operation. God instructed Moses/Aaron to take a census and to arrange the camp. They didn’t question his instructions. Instead they carried them out to the letter. The Israelites didn’t question Moses's and Aaron’s leadership. They knew that God was speaking through them. They accepted that God used Moses/Aaron as mediators, prophets. So they “did everything the Lord commanded Moses”. 

From this we as God’s people in South India can learn about leadership in the church. God uses some people as leaders in the church. These leaders must be faithful to their calling and obedient to God as they carry out his work. Also, they must be spiritual leaders in such a clear way that the believers acknowledge their God-given leadership. Only then will there be harmony and co-operation in the church. Only then can the church carry out its work according to God’s plan.
(Go to Numbers study 2)
 
Numbers answers 2: God’s ideal for Israel
Answers to Questions
	The Tent of Meeting (the Tabernacle) was in the center of the Israelite camp (2:1). The significance of this was that God was in the midst of his people.

	Here is a simple chart of how the Israelite camp was arranged (chapter 2). There may be other ways of showing this. The small rectangle in the middle stands for the Tabernacle. The large rectangle marks the safe distance – protected by the Levites – beyond which the non-priestly tribes had to camp.￼[image: The Israelite Desert Camp (Num chapter 2)]

 
	Chapter 5 contains three passages. They deal with the following issues:

a.Israelites who had infections or who were ceremonially unclean were not allowed to stay in the camp (5:1–3).
b.Israelites who had done wrong and thereby been unfaithful to God had to pay compensation (5:5–10).
c.The last passage (5:11–31) is about what should be done if a husband suspects his wife of unfaithfulness.
The three passages have in common there should be no impurity or sin among the Israelites. They must be a holy nation.
	The occasion of chapter 7 is the dedication of the Tabernacle. The Tabernacle and all its furnishings had to be consecrated before they could be used. During twelve days the leaders of Israel, each representing his tribe, brought their offerings to be used for the dedication ceremonies.

	The Levites were made ceremonially clean and set apart for their service like this (chapter 8):

a.They were first sprinkled with special water, v 7.
b.Then they shaved their whole bodies and washed their clothes, v 7. Now they were ceremonially clean.
c.Thirdly, a sacrifice consisting of two bulls and grain was prepared for them, v 8. 
d.Fourthly, they were brought before the Tent of Meeting and before the Israelite community. The Israelites (probably their leaders, compare 7:2) laid their hands on them, v 9–10. This ceremony symbolized that Aaron presented the Levites as an offering before the Lord on behalf of the Israelites, v 11. 
e.Finally, the Levites laid their hands on the bulls which were sacrificed as atonement (sin offering and burnt offering) for the Levites, v 12. This signified that the Levites were handed over to God in the place of all the firstborn sons in Israel (v 14–18). This meant that the Levites were given to the Lord for his exclusive use as the assistants of the priests for the ministry of the Tabernacle.
	The issue resolved in 9:6–10 is what to do with the Israelites who could not take part in the Passover celebration because of their ceremonial uncleanness.

	I would summarize the message of 9:15–23 like this: 

a.The cloud over the Tabernacle symbolized God’s visible presence. God was present with his people as the cloud rested over the Tabernacle.
b.The lifting and moving of the cloud was God’s way of directing the Israelites through their wilderness wanderings.
c.Verse 23 emphasizes that the Israelites were obedient to God’s directions, which were communicated to them through Moses. The Israelites followed God’s ideal for them!
	Below there is a simple chart of the order of march for the Israelites (10:11–28). There may be other ways of showing it.

￼[image: The Order of March for the Israelites (Num chapter 10)]
	Num 1:54; 2:34; 4:49; 5:4; 8:4, 20; 9:5, 23 describe God’s “ideal for Israel”: 

a.Israel must obey the Lord’s order, in accordance with his command through Moses.
b.Israel must do everything just as the Lord commanded/instructed Moses.
c.Israel must precisely follow the Lord’s pattern
d.These verses express the discipline, self-control and obedience that God required of the Israelites, if the Promised Land was to become a reality for them. They summarize God’s “ideal for Israel”.
Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	–

	I think that there is such a thing as “God’s ideal for his people today”. The ideal that God had for the Israelites addressed “life and death” questions such as:

a.Who is the Lord?
b.What place should God have in our community and personal lives?
c.How do we reach our destination, the Promised Land?
d.How do we relate to the impure and sinful aspects of this world?
e.How does God reveal himself to us and guide us?
f.The picture that we get of “God’s ideal” in the first ten chapters of Numbers may not be applicable to us in every detail. But the main principles are applicable:
	To understand who our covenant Lord is: the One who revealed himself in Jesus Christ

	The centrality of God in our lives

	The need for us to keep our eyes fixed on the our heavenly goal, realizing that we are aliens and strangers on earth (Heb 11:13) and realizing that our citizenship is in heaven (Phil 3:20)

	To walk in the light as he is in the light (1 John 1:7)

	To be led by the Holy Spirit

Also, it may not be possible to base our own answers to the five questions above on the first ten chapters of Numbers. But answers to all these and other similar “life and death” questions can be found in the teachings of the New Testament.
	“God’s ideal for his people today”: See the answer to the previous question.

(Go to Numbers study 3)
 
Numbers answers 3: Departure from Sinai. Quails from the Lord
Answers to Questions
	Twenty days had passed between God’s instructions to Moses about the census and the departure of the Israelites from their camp at Mount Sinai. This can be concluded from a comparison between 1:1 (the first day of the second month of the second year after the Exodus) and 10:11 (the twentieth day of the same month). So in those twenty days the census had been completed and the camp had been organized in accordance with God’s instructions.

	The Israelites left their camp at Mount Sinai because they followed the cloud. The cloud had been resting above the Tabernacle. Now it lifted and moved away from the Israelite camp at Mount Sinai.

	Two things made God angry in chapter 11:

a.First, the Israelites complained about the hardships of the journey, a journey which they had just begun.
b.Then, the rabble with them complained about the food that God provided for them. Soon the Israelites joined them in their grumbling. They thought that it was tedious to eat manna every day. They wanted meat in addition to the manna.
	Moses was troubled when the people’s complaints angered God. He questioned God’s calling on his life. He also wondered if he had done anything to displease God. Then he described to God the heavy responsibility he had for all the Israelites: to lead them (to “carry them”) and to feed them. In his misery he forgot that it was actually God who led them forward, and it was God who sustained them with manna. He finally asked God to end his misery by putting him to death.

	God’s solution for the overburdened Moses was to appoint seventy elders to relieve the pressures on Moses and to assist him in his leadership responsibilities.  

	When God promised that the Israelites would get plenty of meat to eat for a whole month, Moses didn’t believe him. How could there be enough food in the wilderness to provide meat – or fish – for 6,00,000 men? But God assured him of his power, and Moses went out to inform the people. 

	Moses's desire for God’s people was that they would all be prophets and that God’s Spirit would be in them. 

	God sent a plague over the Israelites as a punishment for their rebellion against him in spite of his provisions for them. God had been taking care of them and had miraculously fed them with manna. But they were not content. They craved for a more varied menu.

Answers to Think and discuss
	The relationship between God, Moses and the Israelites in chapter 11 is completely different from their relationship in the first ten chapters of Numbers. From being positive and harmonious it has become tense and accusing. In chapter 11 the people complain about God, and Moses questions God’s calling on his life. What could have been the reasons for this dramatic change? I can think of three reasons: 

a.First, It must have been hard for so many people to march through the wilderness. These were real hardships, and the Israelites – unwisely – allowed the hardships to affect their minds negatively. 
b.Second, the Israelites were influenced by the “rabble”, people who did not believe in God and who were not part of his covenant. This ungodly influence caused the Israelites to grumble even more. 
c.Third, Moses was overworked and stressed. This made him depressed and he began to doubt. He doubted his own calling. And he doubted God’s power and possibilities. 
The church in South India can learn several things from this:
a.Hardship will test our relationship to God: When everything is fine, we feel that God is great. When hardship and times of testing come, we feel that God is to be blamed. Instead we should be like Paul who shared his own experience of hardship with the church in Rome with these words: “We also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering brings perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us” (Rom 5:3–5).
b.Hardship will also test our relationship to our leaders: When the Israelites were unhappy about the food that God supplied to them, they complained to Moses (v 13) and asked him to give them meat. This often happens in the church context: We blame our pastor for our problems, even though he has done his utmost to help us.
c.Hardship will test our call to serve to Lord: Moses doubted God’s calling on his life when he encountered hardship. Many servants of God – in the Bible as well as throughout the history of the church – have reacted just like Moses. When difficulties come, we think that we have been mistaken about our calling to serve God. Paul, in spite of all his hardships, did not fall into the trap of despair and doubt. Instead he wrote like this to the church in Corinth: “But we have this treasure in clay vessels so that it is made clear that this extraordinary power is from God and not from us. We are pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry in our bodies the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies” (2 Cor 4:7–10).
d.Hardship can cause stress and depression and make us lose our perspective on spiritual matters: Moses lost his perspective and thought that he was the one who carried the Israelites, led them and fed them. In fact this was what God had done ever since the Exodus. But stress and depression often make us feel – and think – that we are the ones doing God’s work. We forget God and get totally entangled in ourselves. Instead we should follow Peter’s advice: “Cast all your worries on him because he cares for you” (1 Pet 5:7).
e.The influence of ungodly people on church matters is something to be aware of: The Israelites noticed the “craving” of the “rabble”. So they also started to crave meat – and brought God’s anger on themselves. As people of God today we must be aware of the dangers of outside influences. John writes: “Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good” (3 John 11). We should also follow Paul’s advice to the church in Rome: “Do not conform  to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you will be able to discern what is God’s will – what is good, pleasing to God, and perfect” (Rom 12:2).
	In chapter 11 we find that God provided Moses with seventy assistant leaders. 

a.This is how it was done:
	God saw that Moses was overburdened and that the only solution was to appoint suitable people who could assist him. 

	God told Moses to identify seventy elders and gave him two conditions: First, they must be previously known to Moses. Second, they were already recognized by the people as leaders and officials.

	Moses selected the seventy elders and brought them before God. This is a kind of “ordination”.

	God confirmed Moses's selection by blessing them. He took of the Spirit that was on Moses and put the Spirit on the seventy elders. God made them leaders in the ”spirit of Moses”. 

b.What can we learn from this story?
	There is no need to carry on a “one man show” in the church. God understands that we as church leaders need to have other leaders at our side to help us in the ministry.

	We must have previous knowledge about the persons we want to appoint as such leaders.

	The church believers must also know them and trust them as potential leaders.

	They need to have some previous leadership experience.

	We should acknowledge new leaders publicly in some kind of “ordination” or “dedication” ceremony.

	We should fully expect God to bless them, fill them with the Holy Spirit, and use them for the benefit of the church and for the glory of his kingdom.

(Go to Numbers study 4)
 
Numbers answers 4: Miriam and Aaron oppose Moses
Answers to Questions
	Miriam and Aaron talked against Moses because of his Cushite wife. But the real reason behind their opposition to Moses must have been jealousy. They were jealous of Moses's prophetic gift and his special relationship with God.

	God describes his relationship with Moses like this:

a.Moses is God’s servant and he has faithfully served God among all the Israelites.
b.God reveals himself to Moses more intimately than to any other prophet: He speaks to him clearly face to face, and he shows himself to Moses in a very personal way. 
	God punished Miriam by covering her with leprosy. The text doesn’t clearly say why only she was punished, and not Aaron as well. But she seems to have been the leader of the opposition against Moses (her name is mentioned before Aaron’s in v 1). She was also the older sister, so God perhaps expected more of her than of her younger brother Aaron. But her being a woman could, of course, not have been the reason. Nowhere in the Bible do we find that God likes to punish women more than men.

	Moses's reaction to God’s punishment of Miriam was intercession. He cried out to God to heal her from her leprosy.

	Miriam had to be isolated outside the camp for seven days. In v 14 God implies that her punishment has caused her disgrace. Of course, God immediately answered Moses's prayer and healed her. But the law said that a person who had been unclean had to stay away from other people for seven days. So her seven-day period of isolation seems to have been a mark of disgrace as well as a way of upholding the Old Testament laws of cleanliness. Miriam’s isolation forced the Israelites to delay their departure.

Answers to Think and discuss
	There are two options how to understand 12:3 in the context of the whole passage (I myself prefer the second one):

a.The translation “humble” is to be preferred because that is how all translators have understood the Hebrew word (whose basic meaning is “being forced” or “being bowed down”), even if it would be surprising for “humble” Moses (who according to tradition is the author of Numbers) to praise himself in this way.
b.The translation “miserable” is to be preferred (this is a possible translation of the Hebrew word, even if no translator has used it) because it makes more sense in the context. In chapter 11, the Israelites complained about him. Now even his own sister and brother are jealous of him. No wonder that Moses is “exceedingly miserable”. In addition, we find from other texts that Moses was not really an exceptionally meek man: Often he became angry. Sometimes he expressed self-pity. At other times he questioned God or argued with God.
	This passage is a story about jealousy. Miriam and Aaron felt that Moses had a special leadership position over the Israelites, and they envied him for that.

I think that we who live in South India today can learn from this story not to question (or be jealous of) other people’s calling. Instead we should ask ourselves questions like this: Are we faithful to God’s calling? Do we fulfill God’s plans for our lives? Are we willing to co-operate with other Christian leaders, accepting our own position, not aspiring to have the top position? Do we put God’s people first, or do we put ourselves first?
	Moses is described in a very beautiful way in this passage: 

a.He had a unique relationship with God.
b.In spite of Miriam’s opposition against Moses, he interceded for her when God had punished her.
Moses is a good example for servants of God in South India today:
a.We should always strive to get closer to God, whether we are prophets or other kind of church leaders.
b.We should not rejoice in other people’s misfortune, thinking “God’s punishment serves them right!”
c.Instead we should intercede for others, even for those who have done harm to us. Remember Jesus’ words on the cross as he interceded for the soldiers who crucified him: “They crucified him, with the criminals, one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’” (Luk 23:33–34).
(Go to Numbers study 5)
 
Numbers answers 5: Canaan explored. The people rebel
Answers to Questions
	One leader from each ancestral tribe was sent to explore Canaan. So the twelve spies (or scouts, or explorers) represented the whole nation, and they were already established leaders who had the confidence of the members of their tribes. 

	When the spies came back with their report from the exploration of Canaan they gave a balanced report: 

a.The country was very rich and fertile. 
b.But it was inhabited by powerful people who lived in large and fortified cities. 
Their report:
a.Ten of the spies thought that it would be impossible to conquer Canaan, as the people who already lived there were stronger than the Israelites; some of them were even giants. 
b.But Caleb spoke for himself and Joshua. Their recommendation to the Israelites was to go up and take possession of the land.
	The people of Israel wanted to go back to Egypt. They had heard the report of the spies. They believed the “majority report”, which said that the conquest of the Promised Land was a hopeless endeavor. They would rather have died in Egypt or in the desert than to be killed while attacking the people of Canaan. Now they wanted to choose a new leader who could take them back to Egypt.

	This is how the Israelite leaders reacted when the people wanted to choose a new leader who could take them back to Egypt:

a.Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the Israelites. They must have experienced some kind of shock when they realized the rebellion of the people.
b.But Joshua and Caleb, who themselves had been among the spies and seen the land as well as its inhabitants, spoke words of faith to the Israelites. They reminded them that God was on their side and that he was able to give them the Promised Land. So there was no need for the Israelites to be afraid of the inhabitants of Canaan. The important thing was not to rebel against the Lord.
	The Israelites did not respond well to the message that Joshua and Caleb had for them. Instead they talked about stoning them.

	The Lord wanted to strike the rebellious Israelites with a plague and destroy them. He would then replace them with a new nation consisting of Moses’s descendants.

	Moses had two main arguments as he pleaded with the Lord:

a.The Lord would lose his reputation if he wiped out the Israelites. The Egyptians as well as the inhabitants of Canaan would claim that the Lord didn’t have the ability to fulfill his promises to the Israelites.
b.Instead the Lord should reveal his true nature. The Lord is a God slow to anger, abounding in love, forgiving sin and rebellion. So he should once again forgive the sin of the Israelites.
	The Lord heard Moses’s pleas and decided to forgive the Israelites once again. But the whole adult generation of rebellious Israelites would perish during the 40 years of their wilderness wanderings. Only Caleb and Joshua from that generation would enter the Promised Land, because they had a different spirit and they had followed God whole-heartedly.

	The Israelites lost the battle against the Amalekites and the Canaanites because of their disobedience and their lack of judgment. Moses had told them about God’s decision to forgive them (they would not all be wiped out in a plague) and about his punishment (their generation of adults would not be allowed to enter the Promised Land). The Israelites now did three things, one good and two bad:

a.They mourned bitterly over their sin. This was a good thing.
b.Then the following day they went up towards the hill country of the Promised Land in order to attack the Amalekites and the Canaanites. This was an act of disobedience, as God had already told them through Moses that they would not be allowed to enter the Promised Land. In addition, Moses warned them not to go ahead. So this was the first bad thing.
c.Finally they went ahead with their plan – in spite of Moses not leading them and in spite of the Ark of the Covenant remaining in the camp – and attacked the Amalekites and the Canaanites. This was an act of foolishness. The enemies attacked them, beat them and drove them all the way to Hormah. So this was the second bad thing.
Answers to Think and discuss
	This is what we as Christian leaders in South India today can learn from the attitude and behavior of Caleb and Joshua:

a.They fulfilled the assignment that Moses had given the twelve spies. They explored the Promised Land from south to north and brought back their report to Moses and the people. We as Christian leaders today should also faithfully fulfill the assignments that God has entrusted us with.
b.They brought back a balanced report from their exploration. They mentioned the good things as well as bad things about the Promised Land. We as Christian leaders today must be balanced in our evaluation of the situations that we encounter. We need to understand the good things as well as the bad things, the advantages as well as the disadvantages. 
c.They evaluated the situation from a spiritual perspective. Their evaluation of the situation was not based on the strength or weakness of the Israelite army or the enemy forces. It was based on God’s power and promises. We as Christian leaders today must always use our spiritual eyes when we plan the next step for our church and ministry. We should not focus on ourselves and our limitations but on God, on his possibilities and promises.
d.They did not follow the majority opinion. Instead they were bold enough to present their view to the Israelites. Very often we as Christian leaders in South India don’t have the courage to speak out against the majority. We rather keep quiet than speak a truth that people do not want to hear.  We rather allow the majority to have their way – even if it is clearly against God’s word and God’s promises – than voicing the sound Biblical alternative.
e.They took the rebellion of the Israelites very seriously. When the Israelites wanted to choose a new leader who would take them back to Egypt, Caleb and Joshua tore their clothes and pleaded with the people to do the right thing and not rebel against the Lord. We as Christian leaders today must take any spiritual rebellion in the church very seriously. We should earnestly plead with the believers to do the right thing and not rebel against God.
	This is what we as Christian leaders in South India today can learn from Moses’s attitude and behavior in this study:

a.Moses made a wise selection of spies, in accordance with God’s instructions. He chose one leader from each ancestral tribe. We as Christian leaders today must also faithfully follow God’s wise instructions. Sometimes we forget to listen to God. Instead we go ahead and arrange things in the church according to our emotions or whims and fancies. We fail to use the wisdom that God has given us. And we fail to follow the instructions that God has given us in his Word.
b.Moses gave clear instructions to the twelve spies. He told them how to explore the Promised Land: where to go, what to look for, what to bring back as samples. We as Christian leaders today must understand that our co-workers need to have clear instructions. When we ask a person in our church to take up a new responsibility, we need to tell him what to do and how to do it. He may also need mentoring and follow-up instructions. And lots of encouragement!
c.Moses interceded for his people and entreated God not to destroy the Israelites. From Num 14:10–19 we understand that Moses really wrestled with God in prayer. We as Christian leaders today must always be ready to intercede for the believers of our church. We must bring their needs before God and plead with God that he might have mercy on them and forgive them their sins and shortcomings.
d.Moses understood God’s nature. He knew that the Lord is a God of great love, a forgiving God, a God slow to anger. We as Christian leaders today need a deeper knowledge of who God really is. But we must also have a personal experience of his great love and forgiveness. Only when we have that knowledge and that experience of God can we be useful servants in his church.
(Go to Numbers study 6)
 
Numbers answers 6: Water from the rock.The death of Aaron
Answers to Questions
	At Kadesh Barnea the people complained about the lack of food and water. They even accused Moses and Aaron for bringing them out of Egypt.

	God told Moses and Aaron to take Aaron’s staff from the Ark of the Covenant and to speak to the rock in the presence of the Israelites. Then God would supply water to the people and their livestock. Instead Moses struck the rock twice with the staff. 

	God scolded Moses and Aaron for their behavior. By not obeying his instructions, they had shown that they didn’t trust him. And by not trusting him, God’s holiness had been violated in the eyes of the Israelites. God punished Moses and Aaron by not allowing them to lead the people into the Promised Land.

	These were the circumstances surrounding Aaron’s death:

a.Aaron died on Mount Hor, near the border of Edom. 
b.Moses, and Aaron’s son Eleazar were with him on the mountain when he died.
c.God had given them instructions to remove Aaron’s clothes and put them on Eleazar before he died. They followed God’s instructions.
d.The Israelites mourned Aaron for thirty days.
Answers to Think and discuss
	There could have been at least five reasons why Moses and Aaron did not follow God’s instructions at Meribah:

a.They did not listen carefully to God’s instructions. They just assumed that God would follow the same pattern as he had done 39 years earlier at Rephidim.
b.They wanted to follow their tradition. They already “knew” how to get water from the rock: You hit the rock with your rod. That is how it is “always done”. So they just followed their tradition.
c.They were so upset with the people that they didn’t care about what God had told them. The people’s opposition to Moses and Aaron was really unreasonable. No wonder they were upset. They were so upset that they didn’t bother to respect God’s instructions. As a result they failed to trust in God enough to honor him as holy in the sight of the Israelites.
d.They were too casual and didn’t think it was necessary to follow each detail of God’s instructions.
e.They didn’t believe that speaking to the rock was sufficient. They wanted to make a bigger “show” of the event. But by doing so they, as a matter of fact, showed that they didn’t trust God and that they didn’t believe that the spoken word was enough for God to reveal his power to the Israelites. As a result God was not honored. Instead his holiness was violated in the eyes of the people.
	We present-day South Indian believers can learn several things from the Meribah story:

a.We should always be careful to follow God’s instructions to us as we find them in the teachings of the New Testament. We should never be tempted to think that we know how to do things better than God.
b.There is nothing wrong with tradition as such. But we should never allow our traditions to take precedence over God’s clear instructions. Instead our traditions should be in accordance with God’s teachings as we find them in the New Testament.
c.When we get upset we often say and do things that we regret afterwards. Anger and agitation will often make us do things that are unwise, hurtful to other people (and to ourselves) and even sinful to God. Consequently, it is very important that our anger is controlled so that it does not lead us to sin (see Ps 4:4; Eph 4:26). Paul also writes to the Ephesians: “Put away all bitterness, rage and anger, outcry and slander, together with all malice” (Eph 4:31; compare Col 3:8). This can only happen when we allow the Holy Spirit to transform our lives. The result is the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal 5:22–23).
d.Many Christians today are very casual about following God’s directives as found the the teachings of the New Testament. Some say that times have changed, so there is no need for us to obey the word of God as recorded in the Bible. But we must never fall into that trap. It is true that times change, “but the word of the Lord stands forever” (1 Pet 1:25, quoting Is 40:8).
e.As servants of God we are sometimes tempted to impress people by “putting on a show”. We want to make things more spectacular. We think that a prayer (or a simple word uttered quietly) will not be effective. Instead we shout and scream – and push and shake people – so that everybody sees that God and his Holy Spirit is at work. So we put on our own show. We simply don’t trust God enough. But when we act like this, there is always a risk that we repeat the sin that Moses and Aaron committed at Meribah: We don’t honor God as holy in the sight of the congregation.
	I think that we can learn three things from the story about Aaron’s death in Num 20:22–29:

a.This time Moses followed God’s instructions carefully. We should always be careful to follow God’s instructions.
b.God told Moses to perform a symbolic act as he removed Aaron’s clothes and put them on Eleazar. The act symbolized the transfer of the office of high priest from Aaron to Eleazar. From this we can learn to use symbolic acts in our churches, for example when we welcome a new pastor to our church, when we inaugurate a building or start a new ministry, when we “ordain” people for various ministries in our church, when we welcome new members to our church, when we conduct child dedications, weddings, funerals, house warmings and other “functions” in our church.
c.All Israelites mourned the death of Aaron for thirty days. I think that this period of mourning was to express their respect for Aaron as one of their leaders over many years. We should also show respect for our leaders. Not only after their death, but even while they are still alive.
But I do not think that we can learn from this story that the office of pastor in our churches should be hereditary. It is true that the office of the high priest in Israel was restricted to the tribe of Levi and the family of Aaron. But it was not always a father-son succession. Even the kingship in the southern kingdom of Judah was from the time of David restricted to his descendants, but it was not always a matter of father-son succession. There are no New Testament examples of a son succeeding his father in the ministry. In addition, most of the Old Testament examples where a son takes over an office after his father result in disasters: Eli and his sons, Samuel and his sons, and a vast majority of the kings of Judah.
(Go to Numbers study 7)
 
Numbers answers 7: Arad destroyed. The bronze snake
Answers to Questions
	Arad was renamed Hormah after the Israelites had defeated the king of Arad and totally destroyed all his cities. Hormah means “devoted to destruction”. 

	The Lord sent venomous snakes among the Israelites because of their sin. They had become impatient and spoken against God and against Moses. They had also complained about the lack of food and water – instead of thanking God for his miraculous provisions for them.

	God’s punishment made the Israelites realize that they had sinned. So they asked Moses to pray for them.

	The purpose of the bronze snake was to bring God’s healing to the Israelites. 

Answers to Think and discuss
	Hormah features in two stories in Numbers. They are found in 14:40–45 and 21:1–3. This is a comparison between them:

a.Similarities:
	Both stories are about battles between Israelites and Canaanites. 

	Both stories take place in the same geographical area, the southernmost part of Canaan.

	Hormah is mentioned in both stories.

	Both stories have a lesson for the Israelites about “holy war” (for details see below).

b.Differences:
	The stories involve two different generations of Israelites. The first story, which takes place in the beginning of the wilderness wanderings, involves the first generation of Israelites, those whose rebellion against God will lead to their death in the wilderness. The second story, which takes place 39 years later, involves the new generation of Israelites, those who will occupy the Promised Land.

	The stories describe two opposite theological standpoints. In the first story the Israelites attack without God’s permission, in defiance of Moses’ warning and in an inappropriate manner (neither Moses nor the Ark of the Covenant was with them). In the second story they commit their enterprise to the Lord, and they seemingly follow God’s and Moses’ instructions for warfare.

	The stories end differently: The first story ends in the defeat of the Israelites; and they have only themselves to blame for it. The second story ends in victory for the Israelites and in total destruction for the enemy; and only God can be given the credit for it.

	The first story has a negative lesson about “holy war”: without God, no victory. The second story has a positive lesson about “holy war”: It is God who gives the victory.

	This is how I would understand 21:6 (“Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people. They bit the people and many Israelites died”) and how God who is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving iniquity and disobedience (14:18) could send poisonous snakes killing those who spoke against him and his appointed leader Moses, and who complained about God’s provisions for their lives: 

a.I understand the expression the Lord sent poisonous snakes among them as another way of saying “the Lord allowed poisonous snakes to come among them”. Poisonous snakes were crawling around in the desert all the time. But most of the time God protected the Israelites from these dangerous snakes. God’s punishment in this story consists of God removing his protecting hand from his people and allowing the dangerous desert snakes to harm them.
b.I also think that it is God’s abounding love we see at work in this story. God allows the snakes to harm the people because he loves them. God knew that something terrible like this must take place before the new generation of Israelites could realize their sin and be brought to repentance. 
c.I also think that this story had a lesson for the Israelites about God’s forgiveness. God’s perspective was different from theirs. Even before allowing the snakes to harm the Israelites, he had his salvation plan ready in his loving and forgiving heart – a bronze snake that would bring healing and life to the people.
	Jesus referred to the story about the bronze snake in his conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:14–15). This is how I would explain the relationship between Num 21:6–9 and John 3:14–15:

a.The relationship: The putting up of the bronze snake can be seen as a “type” of Christ’s crucifixion. A “type” is something in the Old Testament (a person, a thing, or an event) that points to (or foreshadows, or prophetically pictures) Christ and his work. A true “type” must be something from the Old Testament that the New Testament itself connects with Christ. Otherwise there will be too much room for speculation. In this case it is Jesus himself who makes the connection between Moses putting a snake on a pole and his own “lifting up” (with reference to his crucifixion). So here is no room for speculation: The putting up of the bronze snake on a pole is a “type” pointing to Jesus’ crucifixion.
b.So how should we interpret the “type”? Or what theological parallels can we draw between the two passages?
	The condition of the people: The Israelites had sinned. Jesus died for sinners.

	The result of the condition of the people: The snakebites brought death to the Israelites. The “sinbite” brings eternal death to people in this world.

	The cure: The Israelites lived when they looked at the bronze snake with believing eyes. Everyone who believes in Christ’s death on the cross will have eternal life.

	The provider of the cure: It was God who provided the cure of the effect of the poison for the Israelites (even if he used Moses to manufacture the bronze snake). It is God who provides the cure of the effect of the poison of sin for all those who believe in Jesus’ work on the cross.

	The effectiveness of the cure: “Anyone” who looked at the bronze snake lived. “Everyone” who believes has eternal life. So in both cases the effectiveness of the cure is total. 

c.The story about the bronze snake can teach the South Indian church today at least three things about leadership:
	It is not a light matter for church believers to speak against their leaders. There are appropriate ways for a church to deal with defective leadership. But to speak against church leaders foolishly and without cause is not appropriate. The Israelites knew why Moses had brought them out of Egypt. It was to deliver them from slavery, to lead them to their own land which God had promised to give them. They also knew that they were not allowed to pass through Edom. So Moses had to lead them on this detour to the south to bring them to their destination. So it was very wrong of them to speak against Moses. Believers today must not follow the bad example of the Israelites.

	Moses is a great role model for a South Indian church leader today. The criticism that the Israelites had against him was both silly and inappropriate. Most of us who are leaders today would have become upset or angry with the people. But Moses didn’t. When they asked him to pray for their deliverance, he immediately did so, without making any fuss and without scolding them for their negative attitudes or their silliness.

	Moses in this story is also an example of how a spiritual leader can become a tool in God’s hands to bring about salvation for the people. It was God who saved the people from the venomous snakes. But God used Moses to accomplish this. And Moses allowed God to use him. In similar ways, church leaders in South India today can be God’s tools for the implementation of his plans for the church – and for the salvation of the nations.

(Go to Numbers study 8)
 
Numbers answers 8: Balaam
Answers to Questions
	This story takes place while the Israelites camp on the Plains of Moab near the Jordan River.

	Balak was king of Moab and his concern was that the great number of Israelites would destroy his land. In addition, they were too powerful for him to defeat.

	Balaam was a pagan diviner famous for his efficient curses and blessings (see 22:6). He came from a place called Pethor in northwest Mesopotamia near the Euphrates River.

	At first Balaam refused to come and put a curse on the Israelites, because God had told him during the night that they were a blessed people. Then king Balak sent a bigger and more distinguished delegation to plead with him. This time God told Balaam to go, but he warned him to only speak the words that God would give him.

	When Balaam three times beat the donkey for refusing to carry him to Moab, God opened the donkey’s mouth and made him rebuke Balaam for his cruel behavior. 

	The angel’s message to Balaam consists of three parts:

a.He rebukes Balaam for beating the donkey.
b.He explains the reason why the donkey refuses to continue the journey: He has seen the angel with a drawn sword blocking the way.
c.He lets Balaam know that the donkey has actually saved his life. If Balaam had continued on his journey the angel would have killed him, but he would have let the donkey live.
	Balaam’s first message to king Balak and all the princes of Moab had four important points:

a.Balaam couldn’t curse the Israelites, because God had not cursed them (23:8).
b.He saw that the Israelites would live in the land but be separated and different from the other nations (23:9).
c.He saw that the Israelites would be very numerous (23:10).
d.He realized the future righteousness of the Israelites (23:10).
	The main difference between Balaam’s first and second message is this: 

a.In his first message, Balaam says that he cannot curse the Israelites (23:8).
b.In his second message, Balaam says that God has commanded him to bless the Israelites (23:20).
	King Balak reacted to Balaam’s second message by telling him not to bless the Israelites – even if he was unable to curse them (23:25). Balaam’s reply to this request was that he had already told Balak that he could only do what God would tell him to do (23:26).

	Balaam behaved differently as he prepared for his third oracle. This time he didn’t use omens and sorcery (24:1). But when he saw the twelve tribes of Israel camped in the desert, the Spirit of God came upon him (24:2) and he blessed them.

	Balak showed his anger with Balaam by refusing to pay him his fees (24:11).

	In his fourth oracle, Balaam saw a future Israelite king. He would triumph over Israel’s enemies.

Answers to Think and discuss
	I understand the apparent inconsistency in the story about Balaam and his donkey like this:

a.God allowed Balaam to go to Moab on the condition that he would follow God’s instructions carefully (22:20). God’s plan was to use Balaam to bless the Israelites.
b.But as Balaam set out on his journey to Moab, God saw that he hadn’t changed his mind. He still planned to satisfy king Balak by cursing the Israelites. So God was very angry with him and sent an angel with a sword to oppose him (22:22).
c.God used the donkey, which was considered a stupid animal, to teach Balaam a lesson: The stupid donkey was able to see a spiritual reality (the angel with the sword, 22:23, 25, 27). But the world-famous diviner was blind to spiritual reality (22:34), until God opened his eyes (22:31). 
d.Now God had taught Balaam a lesson. So he let him continue on his journey to Moab with the reminder: “Speak only what I tell you!” (22:35)
	I understand Balaam’s forth oracle (24:15–19) like this:

a.The “star” out of Jacob and the “scepter” out of Israel refer to a future Israelite deliverer, a king.
b.Perhaps this prophecy was initially fulfilled with king David.
c.But it is undoubtedly a Messianic text (compare 2 Pet 1:19; Rev 22:19 and Gen 49:10). So this prophecy ultimately points to Jesus.
	Here are some of the lessons that we as believers in South India today can learn from the story about Balaam in these chapters:

a.Balaam was internationally famous for his spiritual gifts but the Bible describes him very negatively (Num 31:16; 2 Pet 2:15; Jude 11; Rev 2:14). Even today, it is possible for a person to be famous for his “spirituality” – but still be an ungodly and unspiritual man. Balaam is a warning to us.
b.Balaam was a “spiritual” man, but the was not right with God, so he did  not have the “spiritual eyes” to see the angel. Even the donkey was more spiritual than Balaam! We need to be right with God, so that our spiritual eyes are open. This it not primarily a matter of seeing God’s angels, but of seeing God’s truths – and of seeing God’s hand at work.
c.Balaam was a corrupt man, so his motives were impure. This is not very clear from the story in Numbers, but this is how he is presented in two New Testament passages: 2 Pet 2:15 says that he “loved the wages of wickedness” and Jude 11 that Balaam’s error was “profit”. But the story in Numbers about the angel with the sword trying to stop Balaam from reaching Moab also shows that his motives really were impure: He repeatedly states that he had to follow God’s instructions, but in his heart he must have hoped that he would be able to curse the Israelites and earn his fee from king Balak. We should not be like Balaam. Our motives must always be pure. We should never succumb to corruption – neither for material benefits nor for power or influence or position or prestige.
d.God can use even imperfect tools to accomplish his purposes. God used a simple donkey to teach Balaam an important lesson. And God used corrupt Balaam to bless the Israelites and to prophesy about the future Messiah. The lesson for us in this is that we must allow God to be supreme. We should not look down on a poor or simple or low-caste or uneducated person (a “donkey”), whom God uses for the glory of his kingdom. We should not reject God’s message to his church just because it is delivered through a weak or imperfect or unworthy or “unholy” person.
e.King Balak used his connections (not only the elders and princes from his own kingdom, but also the elders from his allies the Midianites) and his wealth (the handsome reward he offered Balaam) to try to put a curse on God’s people. But he failed completely. From this we can learn that it is stupid to try to oppose God’s will. Instead we should join God and make sure that we stand on his side. If God is for somebody (or something), who can succeed in opposing that person or that activity? If we bless those whom God blesses, we will also be blessed.
(Go to Numbers study 9)
 
Numbers answers 9: The second census. Joshua appointed
Answers to Questions
	A comparison between the two censuses (Num 1:1–4, 44–47; 26:1–4, 63–65) shows this:

a.Main similarities:
	The purpose was the same: To identify the number of fighting men above the age of 20 who could serve in the army for the conquest of Canaan.

	The result was almost the same: Just over 6,00,000 fighting men in each census.

	The initiative was the same: In both cases it was the Lord who took the initiative and told Moses (and the priest) to make the census.

	Both censuses excluded the Levites from the number of fighting men. 

b.Main differences:
	The place was different: The first census took place near Mount Sinai at the beginning of the wilderness wanderings. The second census took place on the Plains of Moab at the end of the wilderness wanderings.

	The men counted were different: In the first census it was the men who had left Egypt who were counted. In the second census it was a new generation of men who who were about to conquer the Promised Land who were counted. Only Joshua and Caleb remained from the first generation.

	A long time (almost 39 years) had passed between the censuses. Only a short time remained of Moses’ life. His brother Aaron had died and been replaced as priest by his son Eleazar. Their sister Miriam was also dead.

	The account of the first census mentions that twelve men (one leader from each tribe) assisted in the census. The account of the second census does not mention any assistants.

	There were two reasons why Moses requested God to appoint a new leader over the Israelites:

a.Moses would not be allowed to be their leader in the Promised Land because of what he had done at Meribah Kadesh (27:13–14).
b.The people were in real need of a leader so that they wouldn’t be like sheep without a shepherd (27:17).
	These were the chronological steps that were taken when Joshua was appointed to succeed Moses:

a.Moses saw the need for a successor, so he requested God to appoint the right person.
b.God chose Joshua, a man with God’s Spirit.
c.God told Moses to “ordain” Joshua and explained how it was to be done: Moses was to lay his hand on Joshua in the presence of the priest and the people.
d.God told Moses to share some of his own authority with Joshua (not clear in the Kannada translations), so that the people would honor and obey him. This meant that Moses continued as the main leader while he was publicly mentoring Joshua for his leadership role.
e.God clarified to Moses the extent of Joshua’s authority: Eleazar the priest would be the person who communicated God’s decisions to Joshua.
f.Moses followed God’s instructions as he commissioned Joshua. 
Answers to Think and discuss
	From the story about the appointment of Joshua we learn that the “political and administrative” leader during Old Testament times was dependent on the priest for spiritual guidance. It was the priest who through the Urim could find out God’s will when a decision had to be made. Many times in the Old Testament we find that God speaks to leaders and tells them what to do. But when the leaders need God’s guidance they turn to the priest.

So what do we as Christian leaders in South India today say about this? Well, we don’t live in the Old Testament but in the New, so we cannot apply verse 20 about Joshua and Eleazar to us. On the Day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit was poured out over all believers. So the Holy Spirit lives in his people (both church leaders and laypersons) today. He will guide us, when we allow him to do so. So there is no need to consult a “priest” (or a pastor) to find out what God’s wants us to do. On the other hand, it is always good for young and inexperienced persons to seek advice from spiritual “fathers and mothers”.
	We as churches in South India today can learn at least these five things from this story about the appointment of Joshua as Moses’ successor:

a.It was God who ultimately chose Joshua. It is God who ultimately calls leaders into service today.
b.There was a need for a God-appointed leader to succeed Moses or else the people might lose direction. Moses saw this need and brought the matter before God. Our churches need God-appointed leaders who can guide God’s people forward. Older leaders should take the responsibility to bring this need for successors – and other new leaders – before God.
c.Moses mentored Joshua (implied in 21:20) so that the people would accept him and follow him. It is essential that we as older and more experienced church leaders mentor our successors and other new leaders, so that they mature and grow and become accepted by the believers. We should hand over “some of our authority” to them.
d.Moses followed God’s instructions in every detail as he implemented the commissioning of Joshua. We as leaders must also be obedient to the Word of God as we identify and train new leaders for the church.
e.The Israelites accepted Joshua as Moses’ successor. It is important that the believers of our churches acknowledge the leaders that God has appointed for them. Sheep need shepherds, and churches need Spirit-filled and God-appointed leaders.
(Go to Numbers study 10)
 
Numbers answers 10: God’s grace in the wilderness
Answers to Questions
	Before the Israelites departed from Mount Sinai, God instructed Moses to make two silver trumpets (Num 10:1–10). These silver trumpets were God’s provision for their wilderness wanderings like this:

a.The sounding of the trumpets kept the enormous Israelite community together. Otherwise there would have been complete chaos.
b.The sounding of the trumpets conveyed a message about who should assemble before the Tent of Meeting. This coded message eliminated confusion.
c.The blasting of the trumpets signaled to the tribes how to set out on their march. Thereby chaos was avoided.
d.The trumpet sound would always remind the Israelites of the Lord, of his power and his covenant – also in the future when they were in possession of the Promised Land.
	God’s guidance (Num 9:15–23; 10:33–36):

a.These were the two ways, in which God guided the Israelites as they set out from Mount Sinai:
	The cloud, as it lifted from above the Tent of Meeting and moved to a new place

	The Ark of the Covenant carried by the priest before the Israelites

b.As the Israelites set out from Mount Sinai, the priests carried the Ark of the Covenant before the people. This pattern expressed God’s provision for the Israelites in two ways:
	It symbolized that God was their “guide” showing them the way through the wilderness.

	It symbolized that God was their “general” leading them against their enemies.

	When Moses felt depressed and overworked, God had a solution for his problem (Num 11:16–17, 24–25):

a.God’s solution was providing Moses and the Israelites with seventy assistant leaders who could share Moses’ burden.
b.This solution expressed God’s grace both to Moses (who was encouraged and relieved from some of his leadership responsibilities) and to the Israelites (who got more leaders to advice them, to guide them and to encourage them).
	Moses was the leader of the Israelites. But it was, of course, impossible for him to provide food for so many people in the wilderness. 

a.God’s solution to this problem (Num 11:6–9, 18–20, 31–34) was to provide the Israelites with manna (“their daily bread” which they needed to survive) and with quails (which they didn’t need but longed for as they were non-vegetarians and missed the meat dishes they had enjoyed in Egypt).
b.The provision of quails in addition to manna was really an expression of God’s grace: He had brought the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt “with his mighty hand”. And now they were complaining about not getting luxury food in the wilderness. No wonder the Lord became exceedingly angry (11:10). But instead of punishing them, God showed his grace by providing them with quails until they were fed up.
	One main difficulty for people living in desert areas is to find water. Another problem is where to buy (or how to produce) footwear and clothes:

a.In Numbers there are two stories about God providing water for the Israelites (Num 20:1–11; 21:16–18). Both stories express God’s gracious provision for his people. But the people’s mood is very different in these stories:
	In the first story the Israelites had grumbled and complained because of the lack of water.

	In the second story the Israelites rejoice and sing.

b.Exodus (but not Numbers) records another occasion when God miraculously provided water for the Israelites (Ex 17:1–7). It shows us one more time when God expressed his grace by providing water in spite of the grumbling of the Israelites.
c.Deut 29:5 provides us with interesting information about other “miracles of provision” that God granted the Israelites during their wilderness wanderings:
	Their clothes didn’t wear out during the 40 years between Egypt and the Plains of Moab.

	Even their sandals lasted all these years in spite of hundreds of kilo-meters of walking in rough terrain. 

	I interpret the story about the bronze snake in Num 21:4–9 as an illustration of God’s grace. The snakes came into the camp as the result of God removing his protective hand over the Israelites. They had sinned by refusing to acknowledge that God had saved them out of Egypt and that he had provided for them in the wilderness. The Israelites didn’t deserve to be saved from deadly effect of the snakebites. It was God’s grace that saved their lives.

	The three stories about the king of Arad (Num 21:1–3), king Sihon of the Amorites (Num 21:23–25, compare Deut 2:24) and king Og of Bashan (Num 21: 33–35) have in common that God gave the Israelites victory over their enemies. The text in Numbers does not state this fact with reference to the victory over the Amorite king Sihon; but it is clear from the parallel text in Deuteronomy. These were the first three victories that the Israelites won as they were about to cross into the Promised Land and settle there.

	The book of Numbers closes with 36:13. That verse reflects two of God’s provisions for the Israelites during their desert wanderings:

a.The verse shows that God had finally brought them to the edge of the Promised Land. He had guided them, protected them and provided for them during their many years of wanderings in the wilderness.
b.The verse indicates that “the commands and regulations” were God’s gift to the people. God’s law was an expression of God’s grace and provision for his people. It kept the people ceremonially clean and made it possible for them to handle the issue of sin. It enabled them to relate to their holy Lord of the covenant. It gave a distinct identity to the nation of Israel. It kept them safe during their wilderness wanderings and prepared them for their new life in the Promised Land.
	God’s blessing is an expression of his grace:

a.The “priestly blessing” (Num 6:22–27) can be rephrased like this:
	God wanted to make a provision for the priests to bless his people. So he took the initiative to inform Aaron and his sons how it should be done. He gave them the “words of blessing” (v 22–23).

	May God bless and grant his protection on each individual (the Hebrew uses the singular) of the people (v 24).

	May God accept you, reveal himself to you with acceptance and favour (v 25).

	May God smile over you and give you peace, rest, safety, health, wholeness and satisfaction (the Hebrew word shalom includes all these aspects of “peace”, v 26).

	God promised to bless his people as the priests read out this three-fold blessing over the people (“putting God’s name on the Israelites”). He wanted them to experience the reality of his blessings (v 27)

b.We have already studied the long story about the pagan diviner Balaam in Num 22–24. The story is summarized in Num 24:10. Balaam couldn’t fulfill king Balak’s request to curse the Israelites because it was against God’s will. God had already blessed them, and he would continue to bless them. So God’s blessing overruled the desire of an evil king and his hired diviner to put a curse on them. We can say that Balaam’s failure was a result of God’s grace and protection for his people.
Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	–

	–

(Go to Numbers study 11)
 
Numbers answers 11: Rejection of the ideal
Answers to Questions
	These are ways in which the Israelites rejected Moses’ leadership:

a.Moses’s special calling before the Lord (compare Num 12:5–8) was rejected by his own sister Miriam and brother Aaron (Num 12:1–2). They considered themselves to be equal to Moses.
b.Moses’s overall leadership was rejected by all the Israelites (the whole assembly, Num 14:1–4). They blamed Moses for taking them away from the good life in Egypt into the hardships of the wilderness. So they planned to choose a new leader who could take them back to Egypt. Some of them also blamed him for not keeping his promise to bring them into the Promised Land (Num 16:12–14).
c.The Israelites repeatedly blamed Moses (and God) for the hardships of their life in the wilderness (Num 20:2–5; 21:4–5).
d.Moses’s spiritual leadership was rejected by the Levite Korah and the Reubenites Dathan and Abiram (Num 16:1–3). They accused Moses and Aaron trying to appear “holier” than everybody else, when actually the whole Israelite community was holy. God punished them severely for this accusation.
e.Moses’s leadership role as prophet and intercessor was rejected by “the whole Israelite community” (Num 16:41). They blamed Moses for God’s righteous punishment of the spiritual rebels Korah, Dathan and Abiram.
	This is how the Israelites rejected God’ provisions:

a.By complaining about the “menu” that God offered them in the wilderness (Num 11:4–6). They were longing for the food they had had in Egypt, totally forgetting about the fact that they had been slaves there and that they had suffered under Pharaoh’s oppression. Instead of thanking God for his deliverance they complained about the simple food (compare Num 21:5).
b.By complaining about the scarcity of water in the wilderness (Num 20:5). God had provided sufficient water for them during almost 40 years in the very dry region of the Sinai Peninsula. Instead of thanking God for that miraculous provision, they blamed the Lord’s servants Moses and Aaron for their present situation (compare Num 21:5).
	This is how the Israelites rejected God:

a.As they blamed God for their hardships and simple life in the wilderness, they actually rejected God as their Lord and provider (Num 11:1, 4–6).
b.As they longed to return to their old life in Egypt, they actually rejected God as their Lord and deliverer (Num 14:1–4). Instead they treated God with contempt (Num 14:11, 23) and rebelled against him (Num 14:35).
c.As they turned to sexual immorality and the worship of pagan gods on the Plains of Moab, they actually rejected God as their holy Lord of the covenant (Num 25:1–3).
	These are four reasons why the Israelites rejected God’s gift of the Promised Land (Num 13:26–14:3):

a.They saw only the powerful inhabitants and forgot about God’s supreme power.
b.They saw only their own limitations and forgot about God’s unlimited resources.
c.They listened only to the negative report of the ten spies who had little faith and didn’t pay attention to the positive report of the two spies (Caleb and Joshua) who had much faith.
d.They doubted God, and they didn’t believe that he would keep his promise to them and to their forefather Abraham.
	When we compare Num 10:13, 33–36 with Num 14:39–45, we learn these things about “God’s structured system rejected”:

a.God’s commands are no longer obeyed.
b.God is not longer present with them.
c.God’s rules are no longer followed and discipline is no longer maintained.
d.God’s leader is no longer listened to.
e.God’s leader is no longer followed.
f.Other aspects of their rejection of “God’s ideal for them” are found in points 1–3 above.
Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	–

	Here are some of the things that the church in South India today can learn from Israel’s rejection of God’s ideal for them during their wilderness wanderings:

a.We should not reject our God-given leaders. Instead we should acknowledge God’s calling on their life. We should love them, honor them, respect them, listen to them, and follow them.
b.We should not reject God’s provisions for us. Instead we should thank God for saving us, for upholding us, for guiding us, for using us, and for all the good things that he gives us every day. 
c.We should not do things – or say things – that indicate that we in our hearts reject God as our Lord, our Savior and our Provider. 
	For example, if we say (or think, or feel) that we miss our “old life”, we actually reject God as our Savior and Deliverer. 

	Or, if we complain about our simple life today (or resentfully compare our circumstances with the circumstances of the wealthy and the powerful), we actually reject God as our Provider. 

	Or, if we compromise our faith by getting involved in pagan practices or pagan forms of worship, we actually reject God as our Lord.

d.We should not reject God’s promises. 
	He has promised to be present with us in the midst of our struggles and temptations. So we should not deny him (or speak badly about him) when we face problems and difficulties. 

	He has promised the power of the Holy Spirit as we involve ourselves in ministry. So we should not say “no thanks” to the powerful presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

	He has promised us an eternity with him in heaven. So we should not become so attached to this world that we forget that we have our citizenship in heaven.

e.We should not reject God’s ideal pattern for our lives as described in the New Testament. To “walk in darkness” following the evil patterns of this world is to reject God’s pattern. Instead we should “walk in the Spirit” and bear the fruit of the Spirit: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Gal 5:22–23).
(Go to Numbers study 12)
 
Numbers answers 12: The new generation
Answers to Questions
	The first generation of Israelites can be described like this (Num 11:1–6; 14:1–4):

a.They didn’t like their life conditions, so they complained about God and their leaders.
b.Their complaints were so bad that God was angered.
c.When God punished them, they repented and turned back to God.
	God’s judgment on the first generation (Num 14:5–38): 

a.They were judged because they refused to enter the Promised Land.
b.They were judged to perish in the wilderness, but the spies who gave the bad report died in a plague then and there.
	The new generation of Israelites can be described like this (Num 20:2–5; 21:4–5; 25:1–3):

a.They also complained about their life conditions in the wilderness. They also complained about God and their leaders.
b.Some of them even gave in to temptations by the Moabites and indulged in idol worship and sexual immorality.
	This is how God dealt with the new generation (Num 21:6–9; 25:4–5; 34:1–2):

a.He punished them with venomous snakes that killed people. But when they repented he provided a cure for them, a bronze snake.
b.He told Moses to kill the leaders of the men who had been seduced into immorality and idol worship.
c.But he allowed them to take possession of the Promised Land.
	Later generations of Israelites (Judges 2:6–3:6) can be described like this:

a.The Israelites of Joshua’s own generation were faithful to God and to their leaders.
b.Those who had personal experience of God’s great acts were faithful to him.
c.But the following generation (those who themselves didn’t know God) turned to idol worship.
d.Their evil ways provoked God’s anger, so he allowed enemies to harass them, to defeat them in battle, and to occupy their land.
e.But God had mercy on them and sent deliverers.
Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	–

	These are some of the things that we as South Indian believers and churches today can do to help each new generation walk with the Lord and serve him faithfully:

a.To take children and youths seriously in our churches: “People were bringing little children to Jesus that he might touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them, for the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.’ And he took them in his arms, laid his hands on them and blessed them” (Mark 10:13–16).
b.To teach and train children and youths in our churches: “Train a child in the way it should go. And when it is old it will not stray” (Prov 22:6). This means that we should have appropriate and attractive activities for children and young people in our churches.
c.To provide opportunities for children and youths in our churches to make personal experiences with God: salvation experience, experiences of God’s provision for their daily lives, experiences of healing, experience the fullness of the Holy Spirit, experiences of a fruitful prayer life, and various kinds of ministry experiences.
d.To provide for good leaders and teachers for children and young people in our churches: identify such leaders, “ordain” such leaders, train such leaders, and encourage such leaders.
e.The Bible teaching of our churches must be relevant for each new generation. Times change, circumstances change, cultural expressions may change, and issues of importance for an individual may change. But the Bible’s message of salvation through Jesus Christ is always the same. And the biblical principles for our lives are always the same. These principles apply to any historical period, to any cultural environment, and to any individual situation. But the principles have to be presented so that they can be understood by each new generation. Only then can we expect a new generation of churchgoers to make life-changing personal experiences with God, and to listen to and follow the older generation of church leaders.
(Go to Introduction to Deuteronomy)
 

Deuteronomy answers
Introduction to Deuteronomy answers
Answers to Questions
	The book is set on the Plains of Moab, which lie east of the Jordan River. The wilderness wanderings are over, and the Israelites are preparing to cross the river and conquer the Promised Land.

	The events of the book take place around 1406 BC.

	These are the five main parts of the book:

a.Introduction, 1:1–5
b.Moses’ first speech, 1:6–4:40
c.Moses’ second speech, 4:44–28
d.Moses’ third speech, 29:1–30:20
e.Closing, 31:1–34:12
	The purpose of the book of Deuteronomy is to expound the law (to repeat it and to explain it) for the new generation of Israelites in order to prepare them for their new life in the Promised Land.

	The laws in Deuteronomy should not be interpreted as a “new law” but as “applied law”. This means that Moses applied the law that the Israelites had received at Mount Sinai to their new situation in the Promised Land.

	Moses starts his first speech with an account of Israel’s history since the events at Mount Sinai. There is a good reason for this is, as Moses is speaking to a new generation of Israelites. He wants them to learn the lessons of the past. The people of the new generation have not themselves experienced God’s judgment and mercy on the previous, the Exodus, generation. So they need to be aware of these historical events in order to understand the importance of God’s decrees and laws which Moses is now about to present to them.

	The main role of Moses in Deuteronomy is to reintroduce the Mount Sinai covenant to the people of Israel in their new situation. He is the mediator of God’s will to the people. God has appointed him to interpret the law to them.

(Go to Deuteronomy study 1)
Deuteronomy answers 1: From Sinai to Kadesh Barnea
Answers to Questions
	The Deuteronomy account begins as the Israelites have reached the Plains of Moab after their wilderness wanderings from Mount Sinai.

	In his address to the Israelites Moses first mentions God’s command to the people to leave Mount Sinai and to take possession of the land that God has promised to give to the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and their descendants.

	There were two reasons why Moses came up with the idea of appointing leaders:

a.The number of the Israelites had increased tremendously.
b.He was not able to manage the disputes and the problems of the people all by himself.
	These are the qualifications that Moses had for those who were appointed as leaders:

a.They needed to have wisdom and discernment so that they would not show partiality.
b.They needed to be respected so that they could have authority over the people and would not be afraid of anybody.
	When the spies returned after their exploration of Canaan they reported that the land that God was giving them was a good land.

	The Israelites were unwilling to enter Canaan because they felt that God was delivering them into the hands of the Amorites who were stronger and taller than the Israelites. They also lived in fortified cities.

	When Moses saw their unwillingness, he tried to encourage them by reminding them that God was fighting for them.

	When God heard about their unwillingness, he got angry and swore that the Israelites of that rebellious generation would not enter into the Promised Land.

	The Israelites did not succeed when they marched up into the hill country of Canaan because they had rebelled against God. So God would not be with them in their battle against the Amorites.

Comments on Think and discuss
	–

	–

	These are some of the things that we can learn from Moses’ account of the reports that the spies gave after their exploration of Canaan and of the rebellion of the Israelites:

a.There are two ways of looking at a situation: 
	Caleb and Joshua looked at the situation from the positive side. They saw that the land was good and that God had promised to give them this good land. So God would be with them and even fight with them as they entered the land to conquer it.

	The rest of the Israelites looked at the situation from the negative side. They saw the strong enemy and noted that some of them were even giants. They also saw the fortified cities. They did not believe that they could conquer the land. So they blamed God for bringing them into this hopeless situation.

b.God expects us to have his perspective on any situation that we face. We should look at our situation from the positive side. God is with us, and he is so much more powerful than our enemies. He is also a God who keeps his promises and remains faithful to his people. 
c.Moses is a great example of a godly leader: He reminded the people of who God is and that he had promised to fight for his people.
d.God is an awesome God whom we need to fear and respect: If we deny him and his promises to us, we cannot expect him to fight for us in our battles against our enemies. 
e.Our actions have consequences: 
	A wrong and ungodly choice will have negative consequences for us. A right and godly choice will have positive consequences for us. The Israelites lost the battle against the Amorites because of their bad choice. They rebelled against God.

	But Caleb and Joshua who followed the Lord wholeheartedly (v 36) were rewarded. They were the only ones of their generation to enter the Promised Land.

(Go to Deuteronomy study 2)
 
Deuteronomy answers 2: From Kadesh Barnea to Moab 
Answers to Questions
	The Israelites spent 38 years on their desert wandering from Kadesh Barnea until God finally allowed them to cross the Zered Valley into Moab. Moab was a country situated east of the southern half on the east side of the Dead Sea.

	The reason why it took so long was that God had sworn that the whole generation of fighting men who had rebelled against him at the beginning of the wilderness wanderings would not be allowed to enter into the Promised Land. So it took 38 years before the last of these fighting men had died.

	This is what the Israelites were told to do with the decrees and commands that Moses taught them:

a.They must follow/keep them. This was a condition for the possession of  – and for life in – the Promised Land.
b.They must not add anything to or subtract anything from God’s commands.
Comments on Think and discuss
	I understand “The Lord’s own hand was against them” in 2:15 (“The Lord’s own hand was against them until he had completely rooted them out from the camp”) to mean that God made the Israelites stay in the wilderness and did not allow them to enter the Promised Land until the rebellious generation had died away. 

It cannot mean that God was not with them, because during these 39 years he provided them with water and food and he preserved their clothes and shoes so that they did not wear out.
	This is how 4:1 could be applied to Christian life in South India today:

a.“Listen now”: God speaks to his people today just as he spoke to the Israelites, his people during Old Testament times. There are two important ways in which God speaks to his people. Firstly, he speaks through his word. Secondly he speaks through his servants who expound his word to the people. In Deut 4:1 we see that God was about to teach the Israelites through Moses. Later in Deuteronomy we find that Moses wrote down his teaching so that it could be used by Joshua and other Israelites leaders in the future.
b.“Decrees and laws”: God’s decrees and laws which Moses taught the Israelites in Deuteronomy were recorded in the Pentateuch. These decrees and laws were primarily meant for the Israelites as they took possession of Canaan and made a living there. Consequently, some of these decrees and laws were limited (historically and culturally) to those days and are no longer automatically relevant for God’s people today. Other laws (like the Ten Commandments and the “great commandment”) are universally applicable. So God’s people today have to understand and interpret the decrees and laws of the Old Testament in the light of Jesus’ and the apostles’ teaching in the New Testament.
c.“So that you may live … and take possession of the land”: God’s decrees and laws, which Moses taught the Israelites in Deuteronomy, had a very clear purpose. They were to make it possible for the Israelites to take possession of and to live their life in the Promised Land according to God’s will. 
In the same way, the teaching of the Bible (particularly as we find it recorded in the New Testament) has a purpose for God’s people in South India today. It is to help us “take possession of the land”, which can be understood as the expansion of the Kingdom of God by proclaiming the gospel in a relevant way to the people we come across. But it will also help us as believers to live lives that are pleasing to God, lives that are characterized by the fruit of the Spirit: “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Gal 5:22–23).
d.“To teach”: Teaching was very important in Old Testament times. It was mainly the prophets who were the teachers. They reminded the people of God’s covenant. They explained God’s will to the people. They exhorted God’s people to live lives worthy of him in the midst ungodly men and idol worshipers. They warned the people of God’s impending punishment if they did not repent and turn back to him. They prophesied about God’s great plans for the future of his people. 
Perhaps the teaching ministry is even more important in South India today than it was in Old Testament times. 
	Firstly, many ordinary believers do not have reading and understanding skills. 

	Secondly, in the multicultural modern world there are many cultural and religious influences that confuse believers. 

	Thirdly, many pastors and other church leaders are also confused because of strange doctrines spread through devotional literature, TV and visiting evangelists. 

	Fourthly, the South Indian educational system does not train people to apply what they study to everyday life. As a consequence, many ordinary believers and even pastors often struggle to apply Biblical truths to everyday Christian life.

	Moses’ words in 4:2 (“You must not add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but you must keep the commands of the Lord your God that I give you”) meant that the Israelites must not change God’s commands to them in any way. When we study the decrees and laws recorded in Deuteronomy, we find that many of them applied to the specific situations that the Israelites would face as they conquered Canaan and settled in the Promised Land. 

This is how I suggest we apply this verse to church life in South India today:
a.We do not have the authority to change God’s word as it is recorded in the Bible.
b.But we must apply God’s word as it is recorded in the Bible to the historical and cultural situations that we face. We can only do this correctly, if we understand the divine principles of God’s decrees and laws as recorded in the Pentateuch.
c.It is wiser for us to base our teaching of Christian faith and ethics on New Testament texts than on Old Testament texts. The reason is that the New Testament is written from the perspective of God’s New Covenant with his people in Christ, while the Old Testament is written from the perspective of God’s Old Covenant with his people at Mount Sinai.
d.It is vitally important that we do not add any doctrine to the teaching of the New Testament. Any such additional doctrine would be a false doctrine.
e.It is equally important that we do not subtract any doctrine from the teaching of the New Testament. Any such subtraction would result in an incomplete (and perhaps even heretical) understanding of Christian faith and ethics.
(Go to Deuteronomy study 3)
 
Deuteronomy answers 3: Blessings and curses
Answers to Questions
	The condition for the Israelites if they are to receive all these blessings from God is that obey God and carefully follow (v 1), keep (v 9), pay attention to (v 13) all his commands and walk in his ways (v 9). They must not turn aside from any of God’s commands to follow and serve other gods (v 14).

	The blessings found in this passage cover all areas of life for the Israelites in the Promised Land:

a.Everywhere in the country: in the city, in the countryside (v 2)
b.Every productivity of the people: children (v 4, 11), crops (v 4, 8, 11), and livestock (v 4, 11)
c.Their daily food (v 5)
d.Their work (“coming in and going out”, “everything you put your hand to”, “the work of your hands”, v 6, 8, 12)
e.Victory over their enemies (v 7)
f.Their continuation as God’s special people and a witness to the nations (v 9–10)
g.Rain over the land (v 12)
h.They will be leaders of the nations instead of slaves (“the head, not the tail”, “the top, not the bottom”, v 13)
	If the Israelites disobey God’s commands and decrees, curses instead of blessings would come upon them (v 15, 45, 58).

	The curses found in this chapter:

a.First we find four verses (v 16–19) in poetry. They form a contrast to the blessings in v 3–6. They cover the whole country, the daily food and the productivity of the people, and their work.
b.Then we find a summary of what would happen if the Israelites disobeyed the Lord. There would be curses, confusion, and finally sudden ruin (v 20).  
c.Then we find a long list of disasters (v 21–68) described in detail: disease, drought, defeat by enemies, the plagues of Egypt, madness, confusion and blindness, failures in marriage life, building enterprises and agricultural activities, loss of livestock, exile, loss of the land to foreigners, social degradation, destruction, war, occupation of the country by a foreign empire, a hardening of people’s heart, cannibalism, more exile and then dispersion of the people. 
Comments on Think and discuss
	–

	I think that we as South Indian believers today can learn these things about blessings and curses from this chapter:

a.Our choices in relation to God and his commands have consequences: 
	The choice of the Israelites to disobey the Lord’s commands resulted in a history of wars, occupation by foreign empires, exile and dispersion of the nation.

	Our choice today to accept or refuse God’s salvation through Jesus will have eternal consequences: Either we will spend an eternity with God or an eternity separated from God.

b.But we cannot mechanically apply the list of blessings and curses in Deut 28 to our situation as believers today. Why not?
	Our experience shows us that on an individual level the ”right choice” does not always result in blessings, and the ”wrong choice” does not always result in curses. We all know of good believers who have suffered illness, accidents, crop failure, poverty, burglary, attacks from enemies and so on. On the other hand, our country is full of evil and ungodly people who enjoy wealth, success, respect, many friends, good health and so on.

	The Old Testament itself gives many examples of ungodly people who experience blessings and godly people who experience suffering and difficulties. The psalmist expresses this in Ps 73: “For I was envious of the arrogant. I saw the prosperity of the wicked. They have no struggles. Their bodies are strong and firm. They are free from the troubles of other people. They do not suffer like most people” (v 3–5) and “Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure, and in vain have I washed my hands in innocence. All day long I have to suffer. I am punished every morning” (v 13–14).

	The New Testament does not teach that followers of Christ will automatically enjoy a good life in this world. Jesus said to his disciples, “If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:20). Many of the first believers in the Jerusalem church were so poor that the Gentile churches sent money to them to keep them from starving (Acts 11:29). Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:5) was killed for his faith. The great apostle Paul encountered many difficulties and sufferings as he served the Lord faithfully (Rom 8:18; 2 Cor 1:8): prison, floggings, threats to his life, shipwrecks, threats from bandits, enemies and false believers (2 Cor 11:23–27).

c.The history of the Christian church is to a large extent a history of hardships and sufferings. Many faithful servants of God have gone through terrible difficulties and sufferings as they spread the gospel near and far. 
d.But we know for sure 
	That God is with us when we suffer for his kingdom and that he will give us strength and encouragement through his Holy Spirit

	That God will not allow us to be tried beyond our endurance and that he will provide a way out for us in times of testing and trials (1 Cor 10:13)

	That sufferings will produce perseverance (Rom 5:3) and mold us into the likeness of Christ (Phil 3:10)

	That one day there will be no more sufferings; Jesus will lead us to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from our eyes (Rev 7:17)

(Go to Deuteronomy study 4)
 
Deuteronomy answers 4: Remembering
Answers to Questions
	Deut 4:10:

a.The Israelites are told to remember (the word “remember” is understood from the context of the previous verse) the events at Mount Sinai (Horeb).
b.The reason to remember: In addition to they themselves remembering the covenant and the Ten Commandments, they must also teach these events to their children.
	Deut 5:15:

a.The Israelites are told to remember that they once were slaves in Egypt and that the Lord delivered them from their slavery.
b.The reason to remember: They must appreciate the Sabbath day as a day of rest from their hard work. But they must also remember their hard days of slavery in Egypt, and how God brought them out from there so that it is now possible for them celebrate the Sabbath day.
	Deut 7:18–19:

a.The Israelites are told to remember what God did to Pharaoh and the Egyptians.
b.The reason to remember: They should understand that God would also have the power to drive out the nations from the Promised Land.
	Deut 8:2:

a.The Israelites are told to remember how God humbled them, tested them and provided for them during the wilderness wanderings.
b.The reason to remember: They must be careful to follow all God’s commands. Then they will survive, conquer the Promised Land and prosper there.
	Deut 9:7:

a.The Israelites are told to remember that God will drive out the nations from the Promised Land – not because of the righteousness of the Israelites, but because of the wickedness of the nations and his promises to the patriarchs.
b.The reason to remember: They must not continue to be rebellious and thereby provoke the Lord’s anger.
	Deut 11:2 (Kannada NIBV v 6):

a.The Israelites are told to remember that their children were not the ones who witnessed God’s mighty works in the past. No, they themselves did so.
b.The reason to remember: They must love the Lord their God and keep all his commandments.
	Deut 15:15: 

a.The Israelites are told to remember that they themselves once were slaves in Egypt.
b.The reason to remember: They must understand the situation of their own servants/slaves. God now (in preparation for their new life in the Promised Land) gives them the commandment to give freedom to their own servants/slaves after six years’ of service. As the Israelites observe this commandment, they will be reminded of (remember) that once they themselves were slaves in Egypt and that God redeemed them from slavery.
	Deut 16:12:

a.The Israelites are told to remember that they themselves once were slaves in Egypt.
b.The reason to remember: They must celebrate the Feast of Weeks in accordance with God’s instructions.
	Deut 24:9:

a.The Israelites are told to remember how God punished Miriam with leprosy.
b.The reason to remember: They must carefully follow all God’s commands and obey the instructions of the priests.
	Deut 25:17:

a.The Israelites are told to remember how badly the Amalekites treated them.
b.The reason to remember: They must not deal dishonestly with other people.
Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	In Deut 24:17–22 the Israelites are given four commandments that concern the alien, the fatherless and the widow. These were the most deprived and vulnerable people during Old Testament times. As the Israelites kept these four commandments, they would remember their own time of slavery in Egypt, when they were the most deprived and vulnerable people in that country. They would be reminded of their covenant Lord who delivered them from slavery, who took care of all their needs during the 40 years in the wilderness, and who gave them the Promised Land where they could multiply and prosper. So keeping these four commandments would help them remember God’s covenant with them.

	Jesus instructed his disciples at the last supper to “do this in remembrance of me”. He told them so celebrate communion as an act of “remembrance”. The disciples, who must have known the theology of Deuteronomy very well, would probably have understood Jesus’ word like this (at least after his death and resurrection):

a.Jesus has told us to celebrate communion. So we will obey his instruction.
b.He wants us to obey his instruction because of what he has done for us as he suffered and gave his life on the cross. Our celebration of communion will connect us back to Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross. What he did for us at that time in history, still has effect on our lives today: We live because he died. We are saved, because he took our punishment.
c.When we celebrate communion, we remember his love, his willingness to give up his own life for us. That “remembrance” will encourage us today. He has the same love for us today. He is the same yesterday, today and forever.
d.But also, every time we obey his instruction we are reminded (“in remembrance”) of what he has done for us. We are reminded of our old sinful lives, of the old bondage to sin. We are also reminded of God’s redemption through Jesus’ death on the cross. This “remembrance” fills us with thanksgiving. It encourages us to follow Jesus’ example even more sincerely. It makes us willing to surrender all to him. It helps us love our neighbors as ourselves, and, if necessary, to sacrifice our own lives so that others may experience God’s wonderful salvation through Jesus.
(Go to Deuteronomy study 5)
 
Deuteronomy answers 5: The law
Answers to Questions
	This is what we learn about the meaning of “the law” (torah) from Deut 4:1–14 and 7:6–16:

a.The keeping of the law has positive practical consequences for the future life of the Israelites: They will live and they will take possession of the Promised Land (4:1). They will be blessed and prosper in the land (7:12–16)
b.The law has practical implications. It is to be used as the Israelites pursue their daily lives in the new country (4:5, 9, 14). 
c.The failure of keeping the law will have disastrous practical consequences for the Israelites (7:10).
d.The keeping of the law is an expression of the “holiness” of the Israelites. They are different from the nations. They should not follow the way of life of the nations (7:6, 16).
e.The Israelites’ keeping of the law shows that they have wisdom and understanding (4:6).
f.The Israelites’ keeping of the law is a positive testimony to the nations (4:6–7).
	We learn from Deut 4:1–14 and 7:6–16 that the law plays a vital and positive role for the relationship between the Lord and the Israelites: 

a.The law shows that God is present with his people (4:7).
b.The law shows that God listens to his people (4:7).
c.The Israelites’ keeping of the law testifies to God’s righteousness (4:8).
d.The Israelites’ keeping of the law testifies to God’s faithful love for his people (7:8–9).
e.The Israelites’ keeping of the law testifies to God’s redemptive power (7:9).
f.The law testifies to the ongoing covenant between the Lord and his people, from generation to generation (4:10; 7:9).
g.The Israelites’ keeping of the law showed that they are fulfilling their part of the covenant (7:11).
	The law does not only apply to the Israelites collectively as a nation. It is also for the individual. This can be seen in Deut 6:20–25: In each home the father must answer the question from his son (the Kannada JV translation unfortunately uses the plural “children” instead if the singular “son”) about the significance of the law. Deuteronomy shows that what happened collectively and historically to the Israelites at Mount Sinai concerns each individual Israelite in the present – generation after generation.

	This is the link that Deut 6:20–25 makes between the past and the present: The significance of the law stems from God’s redemption of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. This means that the law operates only within the context of grace, as God’s covenant with the Israelites was an expression of his love and grace. First redemption is experienced. Only then can the stipulations of the law be carried out. This is the true nature of torah as expressed in the Pentateuch. It is very different from the degenerated “law” of later narrow-minded Jewish legalism.

Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	–

	This is how the true significance of torah comes close to the New Testament position on “grace” and “law”. For the Israelites the law could only operate within the context of grace. It was God’s grace that redeemed them from slavery in Egypt. God’s redemption led to the covenant at Sinai. The carrying out of the stipulations of the law was how the Israelites fulfilled their part of the covenant. So separated from God’s redemption the carrying out of the stipulations of the law served no purpose. In a similar way New Testament theology includes both gospel (the good news about God’s grace, God’s redemption, God’s salvation) and the law (which the New Testament teaches was fulfilled by Christ dying on the cross).

	The statement “For the Christian believer ‘holy living’ can only take place within the context of grace” can be explained like this:

a.What God did through Jesus’ death on the cross is an act of divine grace: “But God proves his own love for us like this: While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8).
b.Jesus’ death on the cross is the source for holy Christian living: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy (Eph 5:26–27). Apart from Jesus’ finished work on the cross there is no true holiness.
c.It is God’s purpose and grace in Jesus Christ that has called us to live holy lives (2 Tim 1:8–9). 
d.As we live in God’s gracious salvation (“with unveiled faces”), the Holy Spirit works in us and transforms us: “And all of us, who with unveiled faces see the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory. For this comes from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor 3:18). This transformation is a result of God’s grace working in our lives (Phil 2:3).
e.Conclusion: The deeper we understand God’s grace in Jesus, the stronger our motivation to live holy lives. The more we allow the Spirit of grace (Heb 10:29) to control our lives, the more we will become like Jesus until the day of his return. It is only in the context of grace that holy Christian living can take place.
(Go to Deuteronomy study 6)
 
Deuteronomy answers 6: Love
Answers to Questions
	We can learn these things about God’s love for Israel from Deut 4:35–41 and 7:7–9:

a.God’s love for the Israelite forefathers was the reason why he revealed his Presence and great strength as he delivered the Israelites from bondage in Egypt (4:37; 7:8). He will also drive great and strong nations before the Israelites (4:38) as he brings them into the Promised Land and gives it to them as their inheritance (4:38).
b.The Israelites did not deserve God’s love (7:7), or to put it differently: God’s love is an expression of his grace.
c.God’s covenant is a covenant of love (7:9).
d.God’s covenantal love is faithful and extends to all generations (7:9).
	We can learn these things about Israel’s love for God from Deut 5:10; 6:4–9; 11:1, 13–15, 22–23; 13:1–5; 19:8–10; 30:15–20: 

a.God’s expects the Israelites to respond to his faithful love by loving him back and keeping his commandments (6:4–9).
b.The Israelites’ love for God is associated with always keeping his requirements, his decrees, and his commands (11:1).
c.“Loving the Lord your God” is associated with “serving him with all your heart and with all your soul”. And “loving and serving the Lord” is synonymous to “faithfully obeying God’s commands” (11:13).
d.“To love the Lord” is associated with “to walk in all his ways” and “to hold fast to him”. And these three expressions together are presented as synonymous to “observe all God’s commands” (11:22).
e.“To love God with all your heart and with all your soul” is demonstrated by “following and revering him” and by not following other gods. “Loving and revering God” is associated with “keeping his commands, obeying him, serving him, and holding fast to him” (13:2–4).
f.“To love the Lord your God and to walk always in his ways” is synonymous to “carefully following all God’s commands” (19:9).
g.“To love the Lord your God” is associated with “walking in his ways and keeping his commands, decrees and laws” (30:16). 
h.“To love the Lord your God” is associated with “listen to his voice, and hold fast to him” (30:20).
	This is the connection between “love” and “fear” in Deut 10:12–13: The Lord asks of his people to fear him – but also to love him and to walk in all his ways and to serve him with all their heart and with all their soul, and to observe his commands and decrees. In this passage “fear” and “love” seem to be almost synonymous. 

But this is how we should understood how they relate to each other:
a.“Fear” is the proper attitude to God. At Sinai God disclosed his holiness. And the Israelites responded to his holiness with fearfulness, awe and respect. God is to be feared by sinful man because of his holiness.
b.“Love” is the proper response to what God has done. God acted with gracious kindness when he delivered the Israelites from bondage in Egypt. God acted with gracious kindness when he made a covenant with them at Mount Sinai. God is to be loved by his people because of what he has done to them – and with them. 
c.Properly understood, the fear of God will result in faith in God, while the love for God will result in good works.
Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	–

	–

(Go to Deuteronomy study 7)
 
Deuteronomy answers 7: The holy war
Answers to Questions
	We learn this about the holy war from Deut 1:26–31 (see also Deut 20:1–4): 

a.The pattern for the holy war is taken from the Exodus event. It is a war when the Lord fights for his people. 
b.The holy war is also an expression of God’s love and concern for his people.
	We learn this about the holy war from Deut 1:41–46 (see also Deut 20:1–4):

a.The holy war has to be according to God’s plan and will. God will be with his people in their battles against the enemy, only if he himself is in control. 
b.Consequently, the holy war requires obedience, not rebellious stubbornness. God’s people must humbly acknowledge God’s presence, not arrogantly depend on their own strength and strategies.  
	We learn this about the holy war from Deut 3:21–22: (see also Deut 20:1–4):

a.Victory in the holy war does not depend on the size of the army or the weakness of the enemy. 
b.It is God’s participation in the battle that gives victory. 
c.The realization of this will remove the fear that may strike God’s people when they see the enormous strength of the enemy. 
Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	The New Testament holy war (Eph 6:10–18 and Col 2:15): 

a.The New Testament holy war is different from the Old Testament holy war. It is a spiritual war, not a physical war. It is not against “flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places” (Eph 6:12). The Old Testament holy war was against the ungodly nations that opposed the Israelites. The New Testament holy war is against the evil powers that oppose the church and hinder the preaching of the gospel.
b.The essential requirement for the person fighting in the holy war is the same in both Testaments: It is faith and trust in God.
c.Col 2:15 teaches us that the decisive victory of the New Testament holy war has already been won by Christ on the cross.
(Go to Deuteronomy study 8)
 
Deuteronomy answers 8: Human considerations
Answers to Questions
	This is what we learn about the holy war and human considerations from Deut 20:5–9: 

a.Human considerations were more important than a large army. 
b.Three categories of men are exempted from military service:
	The man who has built a new house but has not yet had time to dedicate it.

	The man who has planted a vineyard but has not yet enjoyed its fruit.

	The man who is planning to get married.

Instead of going to war, they should stay at home and enjoy the blessings of the Lord: their new house, their newly planted vineyard, and the woman they are about to marry.
c.Those who are afraid or faint-hearted are not fit for military service. This is not because they lack bravery. No, it is because they lack faith and trust in God who is giving the victory. So in the holy war, the spiritual quality of the army is more important than military strength. 
	This is what we learn about other human considerations from these texts:

a.Deut 10:16–19: God’s people should “circumcise their hearts”. This means that their minds and attitudes must be changed so that they better reflect God’s social concerns. God shows no partiality and takes no bribes. God defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow. He loves the alien and provides food and clothing for him. The Israelites should fear and serve him as they recall their own miserable lives as aliens in Egypt. 
b.Deut 14:28–29: The tithes at the end of every three years are to be used to feed the Levites (who have not been allotted any land in Canaan), the aliens, the fatherless and the widows (who have no land of their own that could provide food for them. See also Deut 26:12–15).
c.Deut 16:9–16: At the time of the two national harvest festivals “Feast of Weeks” (in May–June) and “Feast of Tabernacles” (in September–October) the celebrations should not be limited to the Israelite farmers and their families (“you, your sons and daughters”). But also the servants and the three weakest sections of society (the aliens, the fatherless and the widows) must be included in the festivities, as well as the Levites who do not have any income from farming.
d.Deut 24:17–18: In the Israelite society, justice must be given even to the most powerless: the alien, the fatherless and the widow. The widow should not be exploited, which happens when her cloak is taken away from her as a pledge.
e.Deut 24:19–22: At the time of harvest (of grain, of olives and of grapes), the farmers should not go over the field, the branches or the vines a second time. Instead some of the crop should be left for the three most vulnerable groups of people, those who had no harvest of their own (the alien, the fatherless and the widow).
Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	–

	–

(Go to Deuteronomy study 9)
 
Deuteronomy answers 9: The Promised Land
Answers to Questions
	The common theme in Deut 1:8; 6:23; 7:13; 8:1; 10:11; 11:8–9; 30:20; 31:7: 34:4: They all touch on the fulfillment of God’s covenant promise. God promised to to give Canaan to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Now the time has come for the Israelites to take possession of the land and see this promise fulfilled.

	The common theme in Deut 1:21, 39; 2:29; 4:1, 21, 38, 40; 5:16, 31, 33; 6:1; 15:4; 16:20; 26:1: They all state that the Promised Land is God’s gift to the Israelites. The land is theirs to possess. The land is their inheritance.

	The common theme in Deut 6:3; 8:7–9; 9:6; 11:9; 12:9–10; 26:9, 15: They all claim that the Promised Land is a good land. It is a land “flowing with milk and honey”. It is a land that reminds us (and the Israelites) of the Garden in Eden.

	The common theme in Deut 3:20; 12:9–10; 25:19: They all touch on the “rest” that God will give his people in the Promised Land.

	The common theme in Deut 4:38; 7:1, 17–22; 9:1–5; 11:23; 33:27: They are all about the holy war. God will drive out the nations before the Israelites so that they can take possession of their inheritance which God is about to give them.

	The common theme in Deut 13:1–5, 12–18; 18:9–13; 20:18; 21:23; 24:4; 25:13–16: They all deal with the “holiness” of the Promised Land. The land must be kept clean. Every trace of Canaanite worship has to be removed. The Israelites must not follow the evil practices of their predecessors. They must keep the commands of the covenant, or else the land would be desecrated (“unholy”).

Answers to Conclusions
These conclusions can be drawn from our answers to the questions above:
	God’s gift of the Promised Land to the Israelites as an inheritance was the fulfillment of God’s covenant promises to the patriarchs and to the Israelites at Mount Sinai.

	But first the land had to be conquered and the old inhabitants driven out. The Lord would accomplish this.

	This land would be a good and prosperous land as long as the Israelites followed the covenant that God had made with them at Mount Sinai. They would find rest there.

	The Israelites must keep the land holy. They must not desecrate it by idol worship, evil practices, disregard for the weak and needy, or dishonesty.

Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	Here is how some of Deuteronomy’s teaching about the Promised Land can be applied to the present-day situation of the church in South India:

a.The spreading of the gospel and the expansion of the Kingdom of God: The Israelites had their holy war. God was fighting for them. God was driving out the nations before them. The victory was God’s. The Promised Land was God’s gift to them. 
The church in South India today has its holy war. It is a war against the dark and evil powers of this present world. But God is fighting for us. God is driving away the enemy before us. The victory is his and the crucial battle was already won when Jesus died on the cross. We have already entered our Promised Land (the Kingdom of God) and received the Holy Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come (2 Cor 5:5), guaranteeing our inheritance (Eph 1:14). We must never forget this. We must not get discouraged or fearful at the strength of the enemy. We must never be tempted to think that we have been left alone in this battle. God is with us through the power of the Holy Spirit. If God is for us, who can be against us? (Rom 8:31)
b.There must be no compromise in areas of faith, lifestyle and ethics: God expected the Israelites to keep the Promised Land “clean”. They should not desecrate it by idol worship, evil practices, disregard for the weak and needy, or dishonesty. To keep the land “holy” was their part of God’s covenant with them. 
So what is our part of God’s New Covenant with us, his people today? We should live lives that are pleasing to him and do things that propagate the growth of the Kingdom of God. We should not compromise with the pagan nations in areas of faith, lifestyle and ethics. What we believe and practice must be in line with God’s written Word. Our lives should witness to the transforming power of the gospel. The way we treat people (particular those who are poor and powerless and deprived) should reflect the values of the Kingdom of God.
c.The “promised land”: The Israelites had a geographical Promised Land to look forward to, to conquer, to inherit and possess, and to keep “holy”. 
We as Christian believers do not have that. Instead we have a spiritual “promised land”, which the New Testament calls the Kingdom of God. This kingdom does not have any geographical boundaries and it is not even of “this world” (see Jesus’ words to Pilate in Joh 18:36). But one day in the future – when Jesus comes back – this present world will have fulfilled its lifespan. Then the Kingdom of God will become both spiritual and geographical as God makes everything new, including a new heaven and a new earth (Rev 21:1–5). Then God’s dwelling will be with men and he will live with us forever. There will be no place for injustice and impurity there (Rev 21:27). It will truly be a land “flowing with milk and honey” (Rev 22:2–3). God has promised his people this through his Word.
So how do we enter this promised land? We became God’s people by accepting his salvation through Jesus Christ. We have to be faithful to him – doing his work and living lives pleasing to him – until that day when the Kingdom of God will be established in full power and glory
(Go to Deuteronomy study 10)
 
Deuteronomy answers 10: The doctrine of God
Answers to Questions
	We learn these things about God from these verses:

a.Deut 33:27: God is eternal.
b.Deut 32:8: God is the Most High. This means that he is omnipotent.
c.Deut 3:24; 9:26: God is Sovereign Lord.
d.Deut 32:51: God is holy.
e.Deut 4:8; 32:4: God is righteous and just.
f.Deut 4:37; 7:9, 13; 23:5; 33:3: God is a loving God.
g.Deut 7:9; 32:4: God is faithful.
h.Deut 1:21, 31; 3:22; 5:6, 24; 6:5; 8:7; 10:12; 12:12; 14:26: God is “your God” and “our God”. So he is a personal God.
	–

	This is what we learn about how the Israelites should worship the Lord from Deut 12:1–7:

a.They must not use the old places of worship. These had to be destroyed completely. Even the names of these places must be removed.
b.They must not worship the Lord the way the Canaanites worshiped their gods. 
c.They had to identify a new place in the Promised Land and put the Lord’s “Name there for his dwelling” (meaning that it belonged to God). Probably what is meant by 12:5 is that the Israelites would have a series of official sanctuaries and that any one of these could for the time being function as the “central” sanctuary. Perhaps the location of the Ark was the decisive factor. Certainly the ability of the Lord to move throughout the land is stressed in 2 Sam 7:6, where the question of a fixed shrine (a temple) comes up for the first time in the Old Testament. It is possible that the movements of the Ark from place to place was to demonstrate that the whole of the Promised Land was the Lord’s sanctuary. 
d.At this central place of worship the Israelites would bring burnt offerings and sacrifices, tithes and special gifts. In the presence of God they would eat and rejoice, and thank God for his blessings.
Answers to Think and discuss
	–

	Here are some applications of Deut 12:1–7 to our present-day context. You may have thought of other applications as well:

a.A total break with the pagan gods and places of worship: The Israelites were told to completely destroy the old places of worship and all the idols and other things connected with this worship. Old Testament history shows that they failed to do so. As a result, they were led astray again and again by the religious ways of the Canaanites, until finally God had to punish them for their sins and send them away in exile to foreign lands.
When people in South India come to faith in Jesus, it is important that they make a total break with their old religious beliefs and practices. Otherwise they will be tempted to return to worshiping their old gods and to compromise with ungodly religious practices.
b.A total break with pagan ways of worship: The Israelites were also told not to worship the Lord in ways that were similar to the Canaanite ways of worshiping their gods. The main reason for this was that Canaanite worship included immoral and detestable practices. They were not only neutral cultural expressions of worship – but actually ungodly ways of worship.
In the past some Christian denominations (for example the Roman Catholic church) have tried to “christianize” Hindu religious practices. This is quite a risky thing to do. Some of these practices include a type of idol worship, which is totally unbiblical. Others contain elements that may draw the new believer back into his previous, unchristian way of life.
c.The need for a new place of worship: When the Israelites settled in the Promised Land they brought with them the Tent of Meeting and the Ark of the Covenant which they had carried around during the years of wilderness wanderings. Now they needed to identify a place (or perhaps even a place in each tribal area) where they could keep these visible signs of the Lord’s presence with them (where they could “put he Lord’s Name for his dwelling”). There they would bring their offerings, sacrifices, tithes and gifts – and worship the Lord together with their families.
In a similar way, it is important for local believers in South India to have a place where they can assemble in the presence of God and worship the Lord together in ways that are pleasing to him: sing, pray, listen to God’s word, give their tithes and offerings, and have joyful fellowship together.
d.Rejoice over the Lord’s blessings: At this new place of worship, the Israelites were told to eat (the food was the meat from the offerings) and rejoice over God’s blessings.
We as believers in South India have something to learn from this. We need to have more occasions for fellowship in the form of eating and rejoicing together. Very often our meetings follow the same Sunday worship service pattern. But there is a need for a variety of other kinds of meetings, where we can have good fellowship – and together rejoice in God’s many blessings on our lives.
(Go to Deuteronomy study 11)
 
Deuteronomy answers 11: Life or death
Answers to Questions
	These are the main points of Moses’ prophecy about the future of the Israelites (v 1–10):

a.The Israelites will be dispersed (v 1).
b.They will turn back to God and start to obey him (v 2).
c.They will be restored and brought back from their dispersion among the nations from near and afar (v 2–4).
d.God will then return possession of the land to them (v 5).
e.Their number will be larger and their prosperity greater than ever before (v 5).
f.God will circumcise their hearts (v 6), and they will again obey God’s commandments (v 8).
g.God will put all the curses on their enemies (v 7).
h.God will bless their lives and their efforts (v 8). 
i.But there is a condition for these blessings: They must wholeheartedly turn to the Lord and obey him with all their heart and all their soul (v 2, 10).
	This is what this passage says about circumcision and the result of it (v 6):

a.It is not something that the Israelites themselves can do.It is something that God does with them.
b.It is not a physical circumcision. It is a spiritual circumcision that changes a persons attitudes.
c.The result is that they will love the Lord with all their heart and with all their soul. And the result of this love is life.
d.This circumcision will be available for future generations also.
	This is how Moses describes the difficulty level of what he is about to command the Israelites to do (v 11–20):

a.It is not very difficult so they will be able to do it (v 11). He uses the metaphor that it is “not beyond their reach”.
b.It is not something they have to look for far away, or hunt for (he uses the metaphors “not up in heaven” and “nor beyond the sea” to make his point). No, the “word” (referring to the word of commitment, the “yes” to Moses’ request for them to obey God and to follow his law) is “in their mouth” (they can easily repeat it) and “in their heart” (they can easily understand it and respond to it).
	These are the two choices that Moses sets before the Israelites (v 11–20):

a.To choose to love God, which means that they live a life pleasing to him and follow his commands. Then they will experience life and prosperity and God’s blessings.
b.To choose to turn away from God, which means to disobey his commands and to worship other gods. They will experience death and destruction and their stay in the Promised Land will be short.
	Both heaven and earth are witnesses to the choice that Moses asks the Israelites to make.

Comments on Think and discuss
	This is how Moses’ prophecy (v 1–10) could be understood in the perspective of the 3400 years that have passed since it was uttered:

a.History has shown us that – with a few exceptions – the Israelites made the wrong choice, just as Moses foretold that they would do. Consequently, they were dispersed among the nations. This happened on three major occasions: 
	First when the Assyrian Empire crushed the Northern Kingdom in 722 BC and the ten northern tribes were dispersed. 

	Then when the Babylonian Empire crushed the Southern Kingdom in 586 BC and took the leaders of the nation into exile in Babylon. 

	Finally when the Roman Empire destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70 and put an end to the remnants of the Jewish nation.

b.History has also shown us that on two major occasions Israelites were brought back to the Promised Land after a period of dispersion. 
	First when the Persian Empire overthrew the Babylonians in 539 BC and allowed Jews to return to Judah; some returned, many stayed. 

	Then when the modern state of Israel was founded in 1948. Since then tens of lakhs of Jews from all over the world have settled in Israel.

c.From our New Testament perspective we can also understand that at least parts of this prophecy have been fulfilled – and will be fulfilled – through the New Covenant in Jesus:
	The circumcision of the heart takes place when we receive Jesus Christ as our personal savior. This we cannot accomplish on our own by trying to follow all the details of the law. It can only happen through God’s grace at work in Jesus and his sacrificial death on the cross.

	Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the law (Rom 8:1–4; Col 2:13–15). “Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes” (Rom 10:4).

	There will be a greater restoration and ingathering of people than that of the Jews returning to Israel. This is the feast in the Kingdom of God when people will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the Kingdom of God (Luk 13:29). And those are the people that John saw in his vision: “After this I looked, and I saw a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb” (Rev 7:9). All who believe in Jesus can confidently look forward to that wonderful occasion.

	This is how Moses’ “offer of life or death” to the Israelites 3400 years ago could be applied to the ministry of the South Indian church today:

a.The choice of life and death is still here for people to make today. 
b.It is the main ministry of the church to present this choice to every individual, to make disciples of all nations to the end of the age (Matt 28:19–20).
c.This choice has to do with Jesus. To say “yes” to Jesus results in eternal life (John 10:10; 20:31). To say “no” to Jesus results in death, eternal destruction.
d.The choice is not about “trying to be good people” or “deciding to be bad people”. It is not about “keeping the laws of the nation” or “breaking the laws of the nation”. It is not about “living according to high moral standards” or “leading a bad life with gambling and drinking and criminal activities”. It is not about “selflessly giving money to the poor and needy” or “selfishly spending all your many on your own pleasures and comforts”. No, the choice is “yes” or “no” to Jesus, because he is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes (Rom 10:4).
(Go to Deuteronomy study 12)
 
Deuteronomy answers 12: Joshua, Moses’s successor
Answers to Questions
	Moses was now 120 years old. But it was not his age that made it impossible for him to continue as the leader for the Israelites. What made him “unable” to cross the Jordan River and enter the Promised Land was God’s decision not to allow him to do so.

	Moses told the Israelites to be strong and courageous (and not to be afraid) when they went against the Canaanites on the other side of the Jordan River, because 

a.God would cross the river ahead of them (v 3).
b.He would also destroy the peoples of Canaan before them (v 3).
c.So God would go with them and never leave them or forsake them (v 6).
d.In addition, Joshua, their new leader, would also cross over the river ahead of them (v 3).
	This was Moses’s advice to Joshua:

a.He told him to be strong and courageous as he fulfilled the two tasks that God was entrusting him with (v 7):
	To take the Israelites into the Promised Land

	To divide the land among the tribes.

b.He encouraged Joshua by telling him that the Lord himself would go before him and be with him (v 8).
	Moses did these things with the law:

a.He wrote it down.
b.He gave it to the priests. A copy of the law was kept in the Most Holy Place next to the Ark (31:24–26). The two tablets of stone were kept in the Ark (10:5).
c.He told the priests what to do with it: Every seventh year during the Feast of Tabernacles they were to read it to the Israelites. 
d.The people should listen to the law and learn to fear the Lord and follow all the commandments of the law.
Comments on Think and discuss
	God did not allow Moses to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land, because of his disobedience to God’s instructions during the wilderness wanderings (see Deut 1:37; 3:23–27; 4:21–22; Num 20:2–13). 

So what can we learn from Moses’ example for our South Indian church context today? 
a.We cannot automatically apply God’s “prohibition” to our own situations. Why not?
Moses had a unique position in in God’s plans for the Israelites. So it is doubtful if we should compare ourselves to him in all respects.
b.In the three Deuteronomy references Moses blames the Israelites for God getting angry with him. But the story in Numbers actually shows Moses in a negative light. It is true that the Israelites tested his patience by quarreling with Moses. But Moses should have controlled his temper and not disobeyed God’s clear instruction: God told him to speak to the rock. Instead he hit it twice with his staff.
Here we find three lessons for us: 
	If we want to be good leaders of God’s people, we should not blame the believers for our own mistakes. 

	We should carefully obey God when he instructs us to do something. God always knows best. Who are we to disobey God’s orders?

	A church leader must control his temper. He must be self-controlled, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome (1 Tim 3:2–3).

c.In Num 20:12, God told Moses, “Because you did not trust me and honor me as holy in the eyes of the Israelites, you will not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.” From this we can understand the importance of a church leader to honor God in the eyes of the believers. This could for example mean:
	That the leader talks about God (teaches and preaches about God) in such a way that people understand both God’s holiness and God’s love.

	That the leader must behave in way that brings honor to God and his people

d.Does the story about Moses teach us that one case of anger or one instance of disobedience to God (remember that Moses lead the Israelites faithfully for 40 years) for ever disqualifies a church leader from leading God’s people into new territory? 
I don’t think so:
	King David received forgiveness for his terrible sins of adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband Uriah. David continued to be a king “after God’s own heart” for many years afterwards.

	Jesus reinstated Peter even after he had run away in the garden of Gethsemane and disowned him three times in the courtyard of the high priest. Even after these failures Peter was used by God as a great church leader.

	So we should be careful not to jump to false conclusions based on one Bible story. It is true that Moses’ sin disqualified him from leading the Israelites into the Promised Land. But it is also true that David’s and Peter’s sins did not disqualify them from future leadership. 

	This is how Moses went about with the commissioning of Joshua:

a.He did it in the presence of all the Israelites (v 7).
b.He encouraged Joshua (v 7).
c.He made it official to both Joshua and the Israelites that God had given him two tasks to accomplish: to conquer the land and to distribute the land among the tribes.
d.He explained to both Joshua and the Israelites God’s role in fulfilling the tasks:
	God would go before them. This meant that God would prepare the way for them, and they would be following God’s plans.

	God would always be with them. This meant that they would not be left to the mercy of their enemies. Instead they could trust God both to protect them and to give them victory over their enemies. God would also give wisdom to Joshua as he distributed the land between the tribes.

We can learn several things from Moses’ way of commissioning Joshua. When we appoint leaders for tasks in the church:
	We should do it in a public and official way. The believers in general should know about it. Also, the person appointed will gain confidence from knowing that his appointment is “official”.

	We should be clear and “official” about the assignment. Both the believers and the person appointed should know what we expect of him.

	We should be convinced that the appointment of this person is in line with God’s plans for him and for the church. We should also express this conviction openly. This will clarify to both the believers and the person appointed that our church wants to be in God’s will with the appointment of new church leaders.

	We should speak faith and encouragement to both the believers and the person appointed.

	We can learn several things from the story about Moses and the law (v 9–13):

a.The importance of having God’s word written down. Moses wrote down the law (probably referring to the main part of Deuteronomy) himself. We have God’s word written down in our Bibles.
b.The importance of having people proclaim God’s word. Moses instructed the priests to read the law aloud to the Israelites once in seven years. We have meetings and Bible studies in our churches every week. It is important that these meetings focus on the reading and expounding of God’s word. It is also important that the people who preach and teach God’s word (both pastors and laymen) understand the word of God themselves and can handle the word of truth correctly (2 Tim 2:15).
c.The importance of people understanding the word of God. Moses expected the Israelites to learn as they listened to the priest reading the law; a condition for learning was, of course, that they could understand what was read. When we read the word of God (or hear it preached or taught) we are also expected to understand it. This means that the Bible must be available in a language that we can understand. It also means that preacher/teacher must explain the Bible texts in such a way that the listeners can understand God’s message to them.
d.The importance of carefully following God’s word. Moses wanted the Israelites to carefully follow all the words of the law that he had written down. We must be obedient to God’s word as recorded in our Bibles. The biblical truth must affect our everyday lives so that we gradually change into the likeness of Christ. Jesus has given pastors and teachers to the church so that the body of Christ is built up until all its members come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God and attain maturity to the measure of the fullness of Christ (Eph 4:11–13).
(Go to Deuteronomy study 13)
 
Deuteronomy answers 13: The death of Moses
Answers to Questions
	God gave Moses two reasons why he and Aaron were not allowed to lead the people into Canaan:

a.He had “broken faith” with God at Meribah Kadesh (where God had given water out of the rock to the Israelites). This means that he had not obeyed God when he told him to speak to the rock; instead he had hit the rock twice with his staff.
b.He did not “uphold God’s holiness among the Israelites”. This means that what he did at Meribah Kadesh had dishonored God in the eyes of the Israelites.
	From the top of Pisgah God showed Moses the whole land of Canaan, the land which he had promised the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that he would give to their descendants.

	God himself buried Moses in Moab, and nobody knows where his grave is.

	This is how this passage describes Joshua:

a.He was filled with the spirit of wisdom as a result of Moses’ blessing.
b.The Israelites obeyed him as they had promised Moses that they would do.
	This is how Deuteronomy evaluates Moses:

a.He was the greatest prophet up to that time.
b.He was very intimate with God (God knew him “face to face”).
c.He performed miracles and wonders by the power of God.
d.His power and the deeds he did in the eyes of the Israelites were unmatched.
Comments on Think and discuss
	From the story about Moses on Mount Nebo we can learn that God is really faithful. Hundreds of years earlier he had promised Abraham (and then later reconfirmed this promise to Isaac and Jacob) that he would have many descendants and that Canaan would be their own country. Now Moses saw the first promise fulfilled and the second promise about to be fulfilled: Abraham’s descendants, the Israelites, camped in territory of Moab, were numerous. And they were ready to cross the Jordan River into the Promised Land.

	– 

a.–
b.I hope that you remembered to mention that Moses was not perfect in all respects: He had a bad temper. He killed the Egyptian before fleeing from the country. He acted against God’s instructions at Meribah Kadesh. He was at first very unwilling of obey God’s call to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. He sometimes got really fed up and discouraged with his leadership responsibilities. He was not always appreciated by his own people, even his sister Miriam and his brother Aaron criticized him. 
But in spite of these things he was the greatest leader of the people of God during Old Testament times. And he deserved the extremely positive evaluation that Deuteronomy concludes with.
	–

(How to understand OT law)
 

Answers: How to understand OT law
Answers to Questions
	The role of the law in the history of the Israelites was to show them how they – as God’s holy people – should relate to their covenant Lord. It showed them how to relate to God in a way that would please and honor him. And it showed them how to relate to one another in a way that would express God’s love and mercy. It would also protect them from the evil practices of the pagan nations that surrounded them. 

	This is how the three terms “the laws”, “the law” and the “Book of the law” relate to one another: The “Book of the law” refers to the Pentateuch, in which almost all the “the laws” (referring to the individual over 600 commandments) of the Old Testament are found. Together all these commandments form “the law” (often referred to as “the law of Moses”).

	–

	The Old Testament Law must be understood as “covenantal”. The implication for us today is that the law belongs to the Old Covenant. But we belong to the New Covenant in Jesus’ blood (Luk 22:20). So the Old Testament laws don’t automatically apply to us.

	The Old Testament civil laws no longer apply to God’s people, because they only applied to the Israelites living in Israel in those days. The Old Testament ritual laws no longer apply to God’s people, because Jesus fulfilled the ritual law when he died on the cross. Paul expresses this truth like this: “You were dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh. God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our trespasses, having wiped out the written code with its regulations that were against us. He set it aside, nailing it to the cross” (Col 2:13–14).

	Deut 22:8 is still God’s word for us, even if it doesn’t contain a command to us. The command was only for house-builders in ancient Israel. But the principle that a house must be built so that it is safe for those who use it is valid for every house-builder in every generation and in every country. So the principle behind the individual commandment is always valid. Consequently, this commandment is God’s word for us – but it is not God’s commandment to us.

	The reason why the Ten Commandments and the Two Great Commandments are still God’s commands to all Christian believers today is that they were renewed in the New Testament.

	The two ways in which the Old Testament law is still valuable to us present-day Christian believers are:

a.It leads us to Christ.
b.It enables us to understand what it meant for the Israelites to be God’s own people.
	The purpose of the Old Testament law for the Israelites was to show them how to keep their part of God’s covenant with them. It was not to provide them with a means of salvation.

	The main problem that the ancient Israelites had with the law was that they chose to disobey it.

	God said that the main difference between the Old Covenant and the new would be his Spirit at work in the lives of his people.

	There are a little over 600 laws in the Old Testament. In India we have thousands of laws. The reason for this difference is that any modern society has laws to cover almost every possible situation. The Old Testament law didn’t do that. Instead, the Old Testament laws are examples of what it meant for the Israelites to be faithful to the covenant that God had made with them.

	“Apodictic laws” are Old Testament laws that are always applicable. They are direct commands to do or not to do something. “Casuistic laws” are case-by-case laws. They don’t apply to everybody or to every situation. They begin with a conditional clause “If...”

	This is the scope an apodictic law: It applies to everybody always and everywhere. So it is universal in its application. But at the same time, it does not cover every ethical issue. Instead it presents us with a pattern by which we can understand God’s ethical standards. 

	Deut 15:12–17 applies to Israelites who have bought other Israelites (men as well as women) to serve as bonded laborers. The situation is that such bonded laborers must be freed during the Sabbath Year. But if they prefer to remain in bondage they can do so – after a certain ceremony has been performed. We are not Israelites who live in ancient Israel. Consequently, these verses don’t apply to us or to any present-day Christian believer – whether he keeps bonded laborers or not.

	We learn these things from a legal passage such as Deut 15:12–17:

a.We can learn about God: his love for everybody included bonded laborers, his justice, how he relates to his covenant people.
b.We can get a deeper understanding of the meaning of “redemption”, which is a central theological concept in the New Testament.
	Some of the Old Testament laws seem very strange to us, because they don’t make any sense to Christian believers today. But even such laws were given in order to benefit the ancient Israelites, as they expressed God’s mercy and grace to his people:

a.They helped the Israelites to stay healthy.
b.They helped the Israelites to live financially sound lives.
c.They protected the Israelites from adopting pagan religious practices.
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