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Introduction to the Pentateuch
1. The “Five Books of Moses”
The first five books of the Bible are in English called the Pentateuch (meaning the “five-volume book”). In other languages they are often called “the five books of Moses”. The Jews also called them “The Law”. These books have always been considered as belonging together, constituting a tight unit in the Bible.
Genesis consists of two main parts. The first twelve chapters are about the beginning of the world: how God created the earth, how mankind rebelled against him and how sin spread. The rest of the book is about a “new beginning”: God’s covenant with Abraham and the other patriarchs (the fathers of the nation of Israel): Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. It ends with Jacob and his family settling in Egypt.
The Exodus narratives take place a few hundred years later. The people of Israel are in bondage in Egypt. God calls Moses to deliver them and take them to Canaan, the Promised Land. After their miraculous exodus (“departure”) from Egypt they camp at Mount Sinai, where God makes a covenant with them and gives them the law. God also gives Moses instructions about how to build the Tabernacle, a tent sanctuary where God will be present with his people. The book ends with the Tabernacle being completed and filled with the glory of the Lord.
Leviticus (“the book concerning Levites”, who were the priestly tribe of Israel) mainly concerns the rites of worship at the Tabernacle, including laws about the offerings and holiness. They were conducted by the priests, who were the sons of Aaron, assisted by many of the rest of the tribe of Levi. Most of these laws were given during the year that Israel camped at Mount Sinai.
Numbers is called “in the desert” in Hebrew. The book presents an account of the 39-year period of Israel’s wandering in the desert after the establishment of the covenant of Sinai. It ends with the Israelites camped on the Plains of Moab preparing to enter Canaan, the Promised Land.
Deuteronomy takes place in the territory of Moab in the area where Jordan flows into the Dead Sea. As the leadership is about to be transferred from Moses to Joshua, Moses speaks to the Israelites. His speeches are a kind of covenant renewal, where he emphasizes the laws that were especially needed, as the people were getting ready to conquer Canaan. The name “Deuteronomy” means “repetition of the law”.
2. Author 
Historically, both Jews and Christians have claimed that Moses was the author (or at least the compiler) of these five books. The Jews refer to them as the five fifths of the law (of Moses). However, a certain amount of later editorial updating is evident from the text itself. The 40-year period of Israel’s wanderings in the desert would have been the time for Moses to write the bulk of these texts. Many modern Bible scholars have challenged this claim. 
3. Chronology
Bible scholars do not agree on a chronology for the events recorded in the Pentateuch. The following four approximate dates are based on the biblical evidence itself and on the careful research of archeologists, historians and linguists during the last century:
	Around 2090 BC: Abraham leaves Mesopotamia and journeys to Canaan.

	Around 1880 BC: Jacob and his family settle in Egypt.

	Around 1446 BC: The “Exodus event”, when the Israelites are delivered from their bondage in Egypt.

	Around 1406 BC: The Israelites are ready to cross Jordan and conquer Canaan, the Promised Land.

It must, however, be mentioned that many Bible believing scholars do not agree with this dating, but prefer a later date (around 1290 BC) for the Exodus event.
Map: The Fertile Crescent about 2000 BC￼[image: The Fertile Crescent about 2000 BC]
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Genesis studies
Introduction to Genesis
Name
Genesis is the first book in the Pentateuch. Its title in the Hebrew Bible comes from the first words “in the beginning…”. The English name “Genesis” is Greek in origin and is taken from the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament. It means “birth, account of origin, genealogy”. The title fits well in with the content of the book. It contains “many beginnings” (1:1) as well as “many accounts of origins or genealogies” (2:4).
Setting and date
The narrative begins in Mesopotamia, the prosperous area northeast of Palestine around the two rivers, Euphrates and Tigris. The Garden in Eden was situated there. That is where Noah lived and the Great Flood took place. From there the Lord scattered the human race all over the world. It was Abraham’s home country. Isaac’s wife was brought from there, and Jacob lived there for twenty years.
The first 38 chapters of the book reflect much of what we know from other sources about life and culture in Mesopotamia in ancient times. There we find a well-known creation story and an account of a destructive flood. We also find records of legal transactions and purchases of land. We come across genealogies and stories about people migrating. Archaeologists have excavated cities with tall buildings and documented their advanced culture.
With the migration of Abraham the scene of Genesis moves from Mesopotamia to Palestine and Egypt. The last 12 chapters of the book show Egyptian influence, at least in an indirect way. Along the fertile banks of the River Nile we find flourishing agriculture. The narratives reflect Egyptian social and religious customs, and administrative procedures. Several Egyptian words and names are found in this part of the book.
Traditionally both Jews and Christians claim that Moses was the author (or the compiler) of Genesis. There are, however, indications in the text itself showing that some editing must have taken place later, for example reference to the period of the Israelite kings, and the use of newer place names instead of the original names.
The Genesis account begins with the creation of the heavens and the earth, and continues with Noah and the flood. It ends with the Israelites settling in Egypt and the death of Joseph there around 1800 BC. Moses probably wrote the book during the wilderness wanderings in the second half of the 15th century BC. He died around 1406 BC. 
Literary style
In spite of Genesis being part of “the law”, it does not contain any laws. Instead, it mainly contains narrative text. The prose of these texts is very expressive and makes use of various types of figure of speech and other literary devices. This is world-class literature!
In between the narratives we find several short poems. There is also a longer text in poetic form, “Jacob’s blessing” in chapter 49.
Another distinct genre in Genesis is the genealogies or “accounts”. The whole book can actually be structured from a literary point of view into ten such accounts (starting with 2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10; 11:27; 25:12; 25:19; 36:1 and 37:2). The first five accounts are short and take us from Adam to Abraham. The remaining five are much longer and describe God’s dealings with the Israelite patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph and their families. See also “Content and structure” below.
The message of the book
These ten “accounts” contain records of birth, genealogy and history. We can also say that they record “beginnings”. In Genesis we find many “beginnings”: the beginning of the heavens and the earth; the beginning of God’s created world; the beginning of man formed in the image of God; the beginning of sin and redemption; and the beginning of society and civilization.
One striking literary and theological feature of the book as a whole is the choosing of a younger son in preference to the firstborn. Seth is chosen over Cain; Isaac is chosen over Ishmael; Jacob is chosen over Esau; Judah and Joseph are chosen over their brothers; and Ephraim is chosen over Manasseh. This demonstrates the fact that the people of God are not the product of natural human development. Instead, they are the result of God’s sovereign and gracious intervention in human history. From the fallen human race God brings out a new humanity, called and destined to be the people of his kingdom and the channel of his blessing to the whole earth.
Genesis helps us understand the rest of the Bible. Its theology is completely monotheistic in contrast to the polytheistic practices of the surrounding cultures. It clearly teaches that this one true God is sovereign over all creation and over the destiny of humankind. It is also a book with a strong message about the importance of right relationships: between God and nature, between God and man, between man and man, and between man and God’s creation. It introduces us to the way in which God initiates and makes covenants with his chosen people and how he expresses his steadfast love and faithfulness to them. It further establishes sacrifice as the substitution of life for life and points forward to God’s provision for redemption from the forces of evil. It also introduces us to the concept of faith: “Abraham believed in the Lord. And He reckoned it to him as righteousness” (15:6). No wonder most of the “heroes of faith” in Hebrews chapter 11 are persons from Genesis!
We should also note that many of the themes of the first three chapters of Genesis return in the last three chapters of Revelation. The link between the beginning and the end of God’s story about creation and man is no coincidence.
Content and structure
The content of Genesis has already been covered earlier in this introduction. 
There are two ways in which we can structure Genesis. 
The first one is based on the narratives:
Primeval history, 1:1–11:26
	Creation, 1:1–2:3

	Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, 2:4–25

	The Fall, chapter 3

	Cain and Abel, chapter 4

	Genealogy from Adam to Noah, chapter 5

	The Flood and God’s covenant with Noah, 6:1–9:29

	The table of nations, the Tower of Babel and the spread of the nations, 10:1–11:26

Patriarchal history, 11:27–50:26
	Abraham, 11:27–25:11

	The descendants of Ishmael, 25:12–18

	Jacob, 25:19–35:29

	The descendants of Esau, 36:1–37:1

	Joseph, 37:2–50:26

The second one is more literary and based on the ten “accounts”:
Prologue 1:1–2:3
The ten “accounts”, 2:4–50:26
	The first account: “of the heavens and the earth”, 2:4–4:26

	The second account: “of Adam’s line”, 5:1–6:8

	The third account: “of Noah”, 6:9–9:26

	The fourth account: “of Shem, Ham and Japhet”, 10:1–11:9

	The fifth account: “of Shem”, 11:10–26

	The sixth account: “of Terah”, 11:27–25:11

	The seventh account: “of Abraham’s son Ishmael, 25:12–18

	The eighth account: “of Abraham’s son Isaac”, 25:19–35:29

	The ninth account: “of Esau”, 36:1–37:1

	The tenth account: “of Jacob”, 37:2–50:26

Questions
	Explain the name of the book and where it comes from.

	The Genesis narratives take place in three geographical areas. Which are they?

	Who wrote and/or compiled Genesis? When did he do it?

	What kind of texts do we find in Genesis?

	Summarize the message of Genesis in a few points.

	The narrative structure of Genesis contains two main parts. What are they?

	Explain the “literary structure” of Genesis. You don’t need to give any details.

(Go to Answers introduction to Genesis)
 
Genesis study 1: The beginning
Introduction
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (Gen 1:1). Genesis, the first book of the Bible, begins with an account of God creating the universe: day and night, sky, land and seas, vegetation, sun, moon and stars, all kinds of living creatures, and human beings. When God saw all that he had made it was very good (Gen 1:31). On the seventh day God finished the work that he had done. And on the seventh day he rested from all the work that he had done. God blessed the seventh day and made it holy (Gen 2:2–3).
This passage is poetic in character. It is strongly rhythmic as God’s work of creating the world carries on from one day to the next.
Read 
Gen 1:1–2:4 (first part)
Comments
God created (v 1): The Hebrew text uses the word Elohim for God. It is plural in form but in the Old Testament it usually refers to the one true God of the Israelites. The plural form does not indicate number (“gods”) but majesty and power. The Hebrew word for “create” is never used in the Old Testament about man, only about God.
the heavens and the earth (v 1): Refers to “all things” (compare Is 44:24: I am the Lord, who made all things)
two great lights (v 16): Refers to the sun and the moon. The reason why these two words are not mentioned in the text could be that the pagan nations worshiped the Sun and the Moon as gods.
us … our (v 26): Bible scholars do not agree on how to interpret the plural. Perhaps the best explanation is the one suggested by Zondervan NIV Commentary, which sees a parallel between “God” and “man” in v 26–27: “The singular ‘man’ is created as a plurality, ‘male and female.’ In a similar way the one God (‘And God said’) created humankind through an expression of his plurality (‘Let us make man in our image’),”
image … likeness (v 26): These words are synonyms, and should be understood as such. That is how they are understood elsewhere in Genesis (see 5:1 and 9:6) and in the New Testament (1 Cor 11:7; Col 3:10; James 3:9).
male and female (v 27): Both man and woman bear the image of God. God’s blessing in the following verse applies equally to both of them.
rested (2:3): The Hebrew word is the origin of our word “Sabbath”.
Questions
	What directives did God give to the human beings?

	What was God’s “evaluation” of his creation?

	Why did God make the seventh day holy?

Think and discuss
	Share your thoughts and feelings after you have read this beautiful poetic creation story.

	Summarize the message that this passage has to us present-day South Indian believers.

(Go to Genesis Answers 1)
 
Genesis study 2: Adam and Eve
Introduction
In the previous study, we found the account of God creating the world and resting on the seventh day. Now follows a description of the planting of the Garden in Eden and the placing of Adam and Eve in its perfect environment.
The literary style of this passage is more narrative and not as poetic as the style of the previous passage.
Read 
Gen 2:4 (second part)–25
Comments
a garden in Eden, in the east (v 8): The garden was east of Palestine, not east of India. The Hebrew word eden has various meanings, one of them being “delight”. It is synonymous with “paradise”. Note that the garden was planted in Eden, so this was not the name of a garden but of the area where this garden paradise was situated.
tree of life (v 9): This expression means that those who ate its fruit would not die but have life.
tree of the knowledge of good and evil (v 9): This expression means that those who ate its fruit would know good and evil. So it has to do with moral knowledge and ethical discernment (see Deut 1:39). This knowledge would ultimately lead to death (2:19; 3:3).
Pishon ... Havilah ... Gihon ... Cush (v 11, 13): Pishon and Gihon were rivers whose locations are unknown to us. Havilah is an unknown country, probably in Mesopotamia. The name Cush was used about different countries. Here it must refer to a part of Mesopotamia.
Assyria (v 14): This was a nation in northern Mesopotamia. Its capital city was Asshur (see the map The Fertile Crescent).
Euphrates (v 14): The western and most important river of Mesopotamia.
to cultivate it and take care of it (v 15): A possible alternative translation is ”to worship and to obey.”
called (v 19): To “name” or to “call by name” implies having dominion over that which one has named.
naked ... not ashamed (v 25): Freedom from shame signifies that they were morally innocent.
Questions
	Describe the Garden in Eden!

	What directives did God give to Adam?

	What does this text say about Adam and Eve and their relationship?

Think and discuss
	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage.

	Look at the comment on v 15. What happens to our understanding of man’s existence in the Garden if you choose the alternative translation instead of the translation that we find in our Bibles?

(Go to Genesis answers 2)
 
Genesis study 3: The creation of the universe
Introduction
In the Old Testament, the phrase “the heavens and the earth” refers to the whole of God’s created universe. Isaiah uses the equivalent expression of “all things” (Is 44:24) in the context of God describing himself as the Creator: “the Lord, who made all things”. So it is reasonable to understand the first verse of the chapter 1 of Genesis as a summary of the creation story, which is recorded in the rest of the chapter. In the Hebrew text the word for “create” is only used with God. Only God can “create” in the true sense. The word signifies something new. Either something new is brought into existence (like in this account where God’s creative activity took place “in the beginning”). Or something new is created from something previously existing (like in David’s prayer to God: “create in me a clean heart”, Ps 51:10). In both cases the focus is on God’s sovereign creative action.
It is not reasonable to read Gen 1:1–2:3 as a scientific account of the creation of the universe. The rhythmic and repetitious character of the text shows that it is a poetic text (even if many modern translations have chosen not to arrange the text in poetic form; the English NIV and the Kannada NIBV translations have chosen a “semi-poetic” arrangement of the text).
One of the most striking features of chapter 1 is it structural pattern. In v 2 it says that the earth was “formless and empty”. In the six-day account of creation, God first gives the earth “form”. He then fills it with content. For example, day 1 God creates “light”; then day 4 he fills this “form” with “content”: sun, moon and stars.
The creation story comes to a high point in verse 26: “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’” Here we find two aspects of the creation of man: First, human beings are created for a special relationship with God. The word ”image” expresses this relationship between God and humankind. We can think of an image in a temple. This image reminds the worshipers of a god who is absent. In a similar way human beings are commissioned to be a reminder to the rest of creation about God’s sovereign rule. In that sense, man and woman together are God’s representatives on earth. Second, human beings are created for a special relationship with the rest of God’s creation. The function of human beings is to rule over God’s world. This does not mean that we can do whatever we like with God’s creation. No, we must rule it as his representatives and according to his will and purpose. 
The climax of the creation story comes in Gen 2:1–3 with God’s rest. God keeps “Sabbath rest” on the seventh day. The message to us is that we should follow his example. He invites us to enter his ”rest” with him.
Questions
Read the introduction above and Gen 1:1–2:3. Then answer the following questions. Use your own words as much as possible.
	How did God create?

	Explain the meaning of the Hebrew word “create”. The Kannada NIBV translation uses the word sRuShTisu. Does it mean the same thing as the Hebrew word?

	In v 5 the Hebrew text uses the word “day” twice. The first time it means “day, daylight” as opposed to “darkness”. The second time it means “a full day” (from morning till evening). The Kannada NIBV translation uses two different words. Which are they? The same Hebrew word is used again in 2:4 (second part) referring to the longer period during which God created “the heavens and the earth”.  How does Kannada NIBV translate it?

	We saw above that the six days of creation are structured along the pattern that God first created a “form” (day 1 the “form” is “light”), and then he filled that “form” with “content” (day 4 that “content” are the heavenly bodies –  sun, moon and stars). Make a table with two columns. Call the first column “Form”, and call the second column “Content”. Complete the table using the information given in the text for all the six days of creation.

	What does it mean that human beings were created in God’s image, in his likeness?

	How did God want man to relate to the rest of his creation?

	The six days of creation all come to an end: “And there was evening, and there was morning—the … day”. But what about the seventh day? When does that day come to and end?

Conclusions
	Before God created there was nothing: the earth was formless and empty. Only God’s breath/Spirit was present.

	God created all things by his word of command. So creation is the result of God’s personal will. 

	Consequently, the result is that God’s creation perfectly fulfilled his purposes. By naming what he had created, he appointed it to specific roles according to his purpose.

	The Hebrew word “day” is used with three different meanings in the first two chapters of Genesis: “daylight” (1:5), “a full day” (1:5) and “when/during the period of” (2:4).

	The structure of the six days of creation follows the pattern that God first created a “form” (days 1, 2 and 3), and then he filled that “form” with “content” (days 4, 5 and 6).

	The creation of man is the high point in the creation story. God created man with two purposes in mind: 

a.First, to reflect him to his created world. 
b.Second, to be caretakers of his creation on his behalf.
	The creation story concludes with “God’s Sabbath rest”. The significance of this is that humankind is invited to enter that eternal “rest” with him.

Think and discuss
	God created the heavens and the earth through his powerful creative word, which of course, was an expression of his sovereign creative will. So what consequence would that have for the result (or “quality”) of his creative work? How can we see that in the text?

	What would be the consequences for South Indian believers today

a.That God created man in his “image and likeness”?
b.That God told man to “rule” over this earth?
c.That God invites man to enter his “rest”?
	Share in your group how this study has given you a better understanding of the creation account in Gen 1:1–2:3.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study (and in the earlier study Genesis study1: The beginning) to prepare a Bible study for your church called Man and God’s creation.
(Go to Genesis answers 3)
Genesis study 4: The fall of man
Introduction
In this passage we are given an account of the fall of man. The serpent tempted the woman to disobey God’s command. She ate the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen 2:17), which stood in the middle of the garden (Gen 3:3), and she also gave some to her husband to eat. Then they realized that they were naked, covered themselves with fig leaves and hid from God because they were afraid of him. The man told God what had happened. God cursed the serpent and the earth. Then he clothed the man and the woman in garments of skin and banished them from the Garden in Eden. 
Read 
Gen 3:1–24
Comments
serpent (v 1): Note how it is described: it is a “wild animal” that “God had made”.
crafty (v 1): The Hebrew word can be used in both a positive and a negative way.
cherubim (v 24): This is the plural of the Hebrew word kerub, a kind of heavenly creature.
sword (v 24): “Sword” can symbolize judgment.
Questions
	What three basic kinds of temptation do we find in v 6?

	Explain the serpent’s lies.

	How did the man and the woman explain to God what they had done?

	Gen 3:15 is sometimes called ”the first gospel message in the Bible”. Why?

	Make a list of the consequences of the Fall from the information in this story.

	What happened with the Garden in Eden?

Think and discuss
	Look at your answer to question 1. Apply the answer to your own cultural situation, and give examples of things that tempt young people in South India in these three different ways.

	Look at your answer to question 2. Give examples of how the tempter uses the same three strategies even today to trick young South Indian believers. 

	Look at your answer to question 3. How do you act when you are confronted with a sin that you have committed? How should we act? 

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?

(Go to Genesis answers 4)
 
Genesis study 5: The Garden in Eden and the Fall
Introduction
There are basically two ways of understanding the relationship between the creation story in the previous passage (Gen 1) and the story about the Garden in Eden in the second chapter of Genesis. The most common way has been to see Gen 2 as a second creation story. But it is difficult to fit these two stories together chronologically. So the reader ends up with confusion and problems. Perhaps a better way to understand the account about the planting of the Garden in Eden and the placing of man and woman in this garden paradise is to see it as a description of the kind of relationship that God calls human beings to live in.
The two stories have very different focus. The creation story in Gen 1 reveals to us the cosmic perspective of God as the Creator of the universe. The name used for God is Elohim, which emphasizes God in his power and majesty. The story in Gen 2 zooms in on the intimacy of man’s fellowship with the God who has a personal relationship with him in the Garden. The name this narrative uses for God is the “Lord God” (Elohim YHWH), where Elohim (God) is combined with YHWH (the Lord). YHWH is God’s personal and covenant name. It has been said that Gen 2 is the other side of Gen 1: from the grandeur of the creation of the universe we are now invited to explore the Garden.
In Gen 1 dominion over the world in general is given to man as male and female. In Gen 2, Adam at first appears alone in the Garden. There he enjoys the closeness and intimacy of the presence of God. But God understands that it is not good for man to be alone. He needs a helper suitable for him. This suitable helper cannot be found in man’s relationship with the animals. So God creates somebody who corresponds to him: who is bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh. The two sexes are clearly complementary: together they are one flesh. The fulfillment of God’s purpose in creating man male and female is shown in the marriage relationship between Adam and Eve.
From Eden flows the river that waters and gives life to the Garden, which is described as the center of blessing for the whole world. It is the same river of the water of life that in Rev 22:1–5 flows from the throne of God. This means that the life that Adam and Eve enjoyed in the Garden should be understood as God’s goal for us in the new heaven and the new earth (see also 2 Pet 3:13).
God tells the man that he is free to eat from any tree. And then he adds an important restriction – that he must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God wants man to live under his command. That is man’s way of honoring God. In Gen 3 we see how man’s desire for the knowledge of good and evil is an expression of his grasping at equality with God. But the result is the rupture of the harmonious relationship between man and God. The consequence is judgment and death.
In Gen 3 we find the change from man’s innocence to his guilt. We are told how man and woman become rebels and sinners. What Adam and Eve does in the Garden has consequences for the whole story of mankind. Evil is represented in the form of the serpent, one among the animals that God had created. This shows that sin is operating within Creation itself. It is part of the historical process of creation. Consequently, sin must be under God’s control. 
Sin begins with man doubting whether God is trustworthy or not: Did God really say? This doubt triggers the desire for man to become independent of God: His eyes would be opened, and he would be like God. Finally, this desire for independence results in disobedience to God: The woman takes some and eats it. She also gives some to her husband, who is with her, and he too eats it.
The fall of man was caused by sin and resulted in death. In the Garden we find two special trees (Gen 2:9). Man was allowed to eat from the tree of life, but not from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If he disobeyed God by eating from the second tree, he would surely die. Eating of this tree would make him like God, knowing good and evil. In Gen 3:22, God confirms that the Fall has involved just this: The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. So to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil is to grasp at equality with God. To know good and evil seems to be a divine privilege only. Only God ”knows” good and evil in the sense that he alone establishes what is good and what is evil. In other words, the Fall is an act by which man grasps both for equality with God and for the right to make his own laws, to decide what is good and evil. Only God is entitled to do that.
The Fall has serious consequences: the God-given relationships presented in Gen 2 are now reversed. Doubt leads to rebellion and sin. Then follows a feeling of guilt and alienation from God. The relationship between husband and wife is stained by shame. And man’s relationship with the world outside the Garden will be characterized by pain and suffering. Paul states how the Fall led to frustration and to bondage and decay for God’s whole creation (Rom 8:20–21). God bans Adam and Eve from the Garden where they had first been planted. Thereby they are prevented from eating from the tree of life and from living forever. 
But even within the context of the Fall, God initiates his salvation plan with his promise to the serpent: I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and offspring. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel. This promise must be understood in the light of Jesus. He crushed the head of Satan as he died on the cross. He is the man who reverses the effects of Adam’s disobedience by his own perfect obedience: So through one man’s trespass all men were condemned, so also through one man’s act of righteousness all men received justification that brings life (Rom 5:18). Jesus did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross (Phil 2:6, 8). In this way, he defeated Satan and broke Satan’s hold on the situation of mankind: Jesus shared in our humanness so that by his death he might destroy the devil who holds the power of death (Heb 2:14).￼[image: Creation and God's rest] 
Questions
Read the introduction above and Gen 2:4 (second part)–25 and Gen 3:1–24. Then answer the following questions. Use your own words as much as possible.
	Explain how the two accounts in Gen 1 and Gen 2 relate to each other.

	What is the significance of the use of different Hebrew words for “God” in Gen 1 and Gen 2?

	Explain how God’s purpose in creating man is fulfilled by creating them “male and female”.

	Why did God tell man not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil?

	The Fall disrupted the three areas of harmonious relationships that God had established in creation. How?

	How is God’s grace seen in the account of the Fall in Gen 3?

Conclusions
	Gen 2 is not primarily a second creation story. It is an account of life in the garden paradise illustrating the three kinds of harmonious relationships that God wants man to live in:

a.The relationship with God.
b.The relationship with one another.
c.The relationship with God’s created world.
	An important aspect of the relationship between man and woman is that God created them to complement one another. This is shown in the oneness between Adam and Eve in marriage.

	Sin begins with doubting God’s good purposes for man and continues in disobedience to God’s command. The sin that led to the Fall was man’s desire to be like God: to establish what is good and what is evil is the prerogative of God, and God only.

	But God’s salvation plan was set in motion as soon as the Fall had become a reality: God promised that one day Satan would be conquered by the woman’s offspring (Jesus).

Think and discuss
	Why was it absolutely essential that man did not eat of the tree of life after he had eaten of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? How did God make sure that this wouldn’t happen?

	How does the narrative in Gen 3 show that man’s disobedience to God resulted his guilt and shame on two levels?

	The Fall brought destruction on the harmonious relationships that God wants man to live in. These relationships were partly restored with Jesus introducing the Kingdom of God into this world with his first coming. And they will be fully restored at the end of this present age, when Christ will return in full power and glory. Choose one of the three relationships (see point 1 under Conclusions above) and reflect on it from these four perspectives:

a.How it was in the Garden in Eden.
b.How it is now in the Indian society.
c.How it is now manifested in the church in South India.
d.How it will be when “the new heavens and the new earth” have been established.
Note down your observations and use them for a devotion or a Bible study.
	Explain the illustration Creation and God's rest above.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study (and in the earlier studies Genesis study 2: Adam and Eve and Genesis study 4: The fall of man) to prepare a Bible study for your church called The Garden in Eden and the Fall
(Go to Genesis answers 5)
 
Genesis study 6: Cain and Abel
Introduction
Eve gave birth to two boys: Cain who became a farmer and Abel who kept flocks. Both brought produce from their labors as offerings to God. God accepted Abel’s offering but was not happy with Cain’s. This made Cain very angry. He took his brother out to the field, attacked him and killed him. As a result Cain had to leave the country. Later Eve gave birth to a third son and called him Seth.
Read 
Gen 4:1–26
Comments
Abel (v 2): This name means “breath” or “vapor”. It is the same word that is used in Ecclesiastes, where it is translated “meaningless”. Perhaps the name is a reference to Abel’s short life.
Nod (v 16): The name means “wandering”. The location of the land of Nod is not known.
Seth (v 25): This name probably means “granted”. 
Questions
	How are Cain’s and Abel’s offerings to God described?

	Why did God put a mark on Cain?

	How would you describe Lamech’s character? Use your own words.

	What could be the significance of the last part of v 26? Study the context before you answer.

Think and discuss
	Why do you think God looked with favor on Abel’s offering but not on Cain’s (see also Heb 11:4 and 1 John 3:12)?

	How did God describe Cain’s situation in v 6–8? 

	What can we learn from our answer to the previous question?

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?
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Genesis study 7: The Flood
Introduction
Several generations after the tragedy of Cain and Abel, Noah was born. By that time the number of people on earth had increased, but also man’s wickedness. This filled God with pain and he decided to put an end to all people by flooding the earth. But Noah was a righteous man. So God instructed Noah to build a big boat in order that his family and all the animals (seven pairs of those that were ceremonially clean and one pair of those that were unclean) could be saved. The waters flooded the earth for 150 days, and every living thing was wiped out, except those who were in the boat. As the waters receded the boat came to rest in the Ararat mountains. Noah built an altar and sacrificed burnt offerings to God. God made a covenant with Noah and promised never again to send a flood to destroy the earth. The rainbow in the sky was the sign of this covenant. Noah’s three sons were Shem, Ham and Japheth.
Read 
Gen 6:5–9:19
Comments
ark (6:14): The Hebrew text uses an unusual word for this boat. It means something shaped like a box (a chest or a basket). The word is also used for the basket that saved Moses’ life.
6:15: The measurements of the ark in meters: 140 m long, 23 m wide and 14 m high.
7:20: The depth of the water over the mountains was 9 m.
remembered (8:1): In the Old Testament the word “to remember” also implies “to have concern for”.
wind (8:1): In Hebrew “wind” and “spirit” is the same word. So this verse can be compared with the creation narrative in 1:2.
the mountains of Ararat (8:4): This mountain range is situated in present-day Turkey, between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. This is north of ancient Mesopotamia (see the map The Fertile Crescent). 
a freshly plucked olive leaf (8:11): Olive trees do not grow so high up in the mountains, so the dove must have visited lower lying areas. 
in the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month (8:14): This was more than one year after the flood had begun (compare 7:11).
the Lord smelled the sweet aroma (8:21): This signified that God took pleasure in the act of worship (the sacrifice) that Noah has performed.
Questions
	How is Noah described in this story?

	How many people were saved from the flood?

	Where did all the water come from?

	What role does the dove play in this story?

	What commission did God give to Noah and his sons?

Think and discuss
	What could have been the reason for God to tell Noah to take seven pairs of every kind of clean animal, but only one pair of the unclean animals?

	In what way is 8:1 a turning point in the story of the Flood?

	Even after the Flood, there would be problems with sin in this world. How is this clear from the story about Noah and the Flood?

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?
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Genesis study 8: The Tower of Babel
Introduction
In those days the whole earth had one language and the same speech (Gen 11:1). As people settled in Babylonia (Shinar), they decided to build a city with a very tall tower. But God confused their language so that they did not understand each other any longer. God then scattered the people over the face of the whole earth. This city was called Babel.
Read 
Gen 11:1–9 
Comments
the whole earth (v 1): This refers to all those who had survived the Flood, and their descendants. 
Shinar (v 2): Another name for Babylonia
a city and a tower (v 4): The NIBV Kannada translation only has “tower”. The Hebrew expression can also be understood as “a towering city”.
Babel (9): The same city as Babylon (the NIBV Kannada translation has “Babylon”). In Hebrew the word “confused” and the name babel sound similar. In the Mesopotamian language the name “Babel” meant “gateway to god”.
Questions
	Why did the people in Babylonia want to build such a tall tower?

	Why did God confuse their language?

	What happened after the confusion of language?

Think and discuss
	What does this story tell us about the significance of a nation having a common language? So what do you think about the Indian situation in the light of this story?

	What does this story tell us about man – his creativity and endeavors? What are the dangers? What is the lesson for us?

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?
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Genesis study 9: The spread of sin
Introduction
Overview
	The spread of sin on earth after the Fall is described through four important narratives:

a.Cain and Abel, Gen 4:1–16
b.The sons of God and the daughters of men, Gen 6:1–4. Bible interpreters have suggested various explanations of these two expressions. I find it most convincing to understand “the sons of God” as godly men in the family line of Seth and “the daughters of men” as women from the wicked family line of Cain. 
c.The Flood, Gen 6:5–9:17
d.The Tower of Babel, Gen 11:1–9
	These narratives (except the last one) follow the same three-part pattern that we have already found in the account of the Fall in Gen 3: Sin is followed by God’s judgment but also evidence of his grace, which limits the severity of his judgment. Only within the story of the Tower of Babel narrative can no announcement of grace be found.

The Flood
“The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. The Lord was sorry that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved his heart” (Gen 6:5–6). God responded by pronouncing his judgment on all creation.
But Noah and his family were saved as the result of God’s direct intervention. God also acted to save a representative group of animals, birds and reptiles in order to maintain his covenant: “But I will establish my covenant with you. You will enter the ark – you, your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. Of every every living thing, of all flesh, you must bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you. They must be male and female” (Gen 6:18–19). 
Here we find the important biblical term “covenant” mentioned for the first time. It is used together with a Hebrew word that is usually translated “to establish”. But it also means “to confirm, to restore”. So this verse implies that God is not promising Noah a completely new covenant. No, when God created the world, he committed himself to his creation, even if the word “covenant” is not used in the creation narrative. God’s commitment to his creation was in fact a covenant. In Gen 9:8–17 we clearly see that the covenant that God is making after the Flood is not only a covenant with Noah. It is also a covenant between God and his creation: “As for me, I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you and with every living creature that is with you – the birds, the cattle and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you – every animal on the earth” (Gen 9:9–10). So we should understand God’s covenant with Noah as a renewal of his commitment to, or his covenant with, his creation. God wants to keep closely to his original purpose, in spite of the fact that sin is still present. God wants to maintain the relationships that were initiated when he created the world. There must be judgment (the Flood), but salvation is possible through judgment (Noah, his family and living creatures were saved through the Flood). This salvation is an expression of God’s grace and mercy. Gen 9:1–7 presents a new beginning after the Flood. Man is again commissioned to be fruitful and increase in number, to fill the earth and to steward it. In addition, God promises never again to send a flood to destroy the earth.
The Tower of Babel
The story of the Tower of Babel is the last of a series of narratives about the spread of sin. The fact that there is no act of divine grace in this account is significant. It actually raises the question whether or not the human race will continue. 
This story is a good example of the ancient human dream of one common language, one social culture, one united race and of common economic ties. All this is symbolized in the building of a “skyscraper”. But why does God come down and overthrow this great human enterprise? It is not the building that is condemned in this story, but the human arrogance which it stands for: “so that we may make us a name”. The sin of the people of Babel was their attempt to achieve unity on the social, cultural and economic levels without acknowledging the God’s sovereignty.
It can be said that Gen 3 pictures the fall of humanity, and Gen 11 pictures the fall of society. Consequently, the Tower of Babel stands for the total spread of sin. What happened in Gen 3 has now reached its logical conclusion. Babel is the end of the road that began with the Fall. So we can say that this story represents the worldwide effects of the Fall. This means that Babel had more wide-ranging consequences on the world than the Flood, where the consequences were limited to a single generation.
From Shem to Abram
The Tower of Babel narrative is followed by a genealogy which takes us from Shem to Abram. It leads us to a new beginning: “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Get out of your country, and from your people and from your father’s house and go to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation. I will bless you and make your name great. You will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you. In you all the peoples on earth will be blessed’” (Gen 12:1–3). Here Abraham is pictured as the “new creation”. He represents God’s answer to the spread of sin from the Fall in Gen 3 to the Tower of Babel in Gen 11. The people in Babel wanted to make a name for themselves. Here God himself promises to make Abraham’s name great. The unity that the people of Babel tried to achieve by building the Tower, God himself will achieve through Abraham. When God’s covenant with Abraham is ultimately fulfilled in Christ, the divisions and distortions that man has brought on God’s creation will be definitely reversed.
Questions
Read the introduction above and Gen 4:1–16; 6:1–9:17; 11:1–9. Then answer the following questions. Use your own words as much as possible. 
	Cain and Abel (Gen 4:1–16): Briefly state the three-part pattern:

a.The sin
b.God’s judgment
c.The evidence of God’s grace
	The sons of God and the daughters of men (Gen 6:1–4): Briefly state the three-part pattern:

a.The sin
b.God’s judgment
c.The evidence of God’s grace
	The Flood (Gen 6:5–9:17): Briefly state the three-part pattern:

a.The sin
b.God’s judgment
c.The evidence of God’s grace
	The Tower of Babel, (Gen 11:1–9): Briefly state the three-part pattern:

a.The sin
b.God’s judgment
c.The evidence of God’s grace
	Who were included in the covenant that God established in Gen 9:8–17?

	What does the building of the Tower of Babel symbolize?

	What is the purpose of the genealogy in Gen 11:10–26?

Conclusions
	The spread of sin on earth after the Fall (found in Gen 3) is described through four important narratives in Gen 6–11: Cain murders his brother Abel; intermarriage between the godly and the ungodly; mans’ wickedness causing God to send the Flood; and man’s arrogance symbolized by the building of the Tower of Babel.

	Man’s sin is followed by God’s judgment in each of the four narratives.

	But God’s judgment is softened by his grace, for example: Cain is cursed, expelled and made homeless, but he is also protected.

	God’s covenant with Noah and with all life after the Flood is a restoration of God’s initial covenant with his created world and with man.

	What begins with the fall of humanity in Gen 3 ends with the fall of human society in Gen 11. The Tower of Babel is the end of the road that began with the Fall. The effect of sin has become worldwide.

	But what men could not achieve in Babel because of their arrogance and denial of God’s supremacy that God himself will achieve. So God sets his plan in motion by calling Abram to leave his country Mesopotamia/Babylonia and by promising to make him into a great nation and a blessing to all peoples on earth. This promise was ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

Think and discuss
	The word covenant is first found in the Bible in Gen 6:18. But explain how the “covenant concept” is used earlier in the Bible.

	Explain the significance of the Tower of Babel narrative.

	In what way is God’s call of Abram a new beginning?

	Share in your group how this study has given you a better understanding of the spread of sin as described in the narratives of Gen 3–11.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study (and in the earlier studies Genesis study 2: Adam and Eve and Genesis study 4: The fall of man) to prepare a Bible study for your church called Sin – judgment – grace.
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Genesis study 10: Abram and God’s promises
Introduction
Several generations after Shem, Tera was born. He lived in Ur of the Chaldeans together with his son Abram and other family members. From Ur they moved to Haran, where Tera died. God then told Abram to leave his country and his people to go to Canaan. God would make Abram into a great nation, bless him and make him a blessing to all peoples on earth. God also promised the land of Canaan to him and his offspring. At the time of a severe famine Abram went to Egypt, where Pharaoh, the king, got into trouble because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. After their return to Canaan, Abram had to part company with his nephew Lot. Their herds and flocks were too large for the land to support them. Lot chose to settle in the plain of Jordan, but Abram stayed in Canaan. God renewed his promise: Abram’s offspring would be like the dust of the earth and God would give them all the land that Abram could see.
Read 
Gen 11:27–13:18
Comments
Abram (11:27): His name was later changed to Abraham (see Gen 17:5).
Ur of the Chaldeans (11:28): This was the hometown of Abraham’s family. It was situated in the southern part of Mesopotamia about 220 km southeast of Babylon (see the map The Fertile Crescent). Archaeologists have excavated the site and found an advanced civilization there even before Abraham’s time. The word Chaldean meant “conquerer” in the local language.
Haran (11:31): This was a city in the northern part of Mesopotamia (see the map The Fertile Crescent). This is not the same name as the name of Lot’s father Haran; they are spelled differently in Hebrew. During Abrahams’ time Haran was an important trade city. 
Shechem (12:6): This was an important city in the hill country of central Canaan.
Bethel (12:8): This was another important city situated south of Shechem near Jerusalem.
Negev (12:9): The name means “south” and refers to the desert region in the southern part of Canaan.
Pharaoh (12:15): This was the title used for the Egyptian kings.
Zoar (13:10): This was an ancient Canaanite city at the southern part of the Dead Sea (see also Gen 19:20–22).
Sodom (13:13): This city was later destroyed by God for its wickedness (see Gen 19).
like the dust of the earth (13:16): This was a common ancient simile for “a very large number”.
Hebron (13:18): A city in the southern part of Canaan (see the map The Fertile Crescent).
Questions
	In these chapters God makes promises to Abram on three occasions. In which verses do we find these promises, and what does God promise Abram?

	What happened in Egypt between Abram, Sarai and Pharaoh?

	Look up Gen 22:17. What synonymous expressions to “like the dust of the earth” do we find there?

	Why did Lot choose to settle in the plain of Jordan?

Think and discuss
	Why do you think Sarai’s barrenness is emphasized again and again in the story about Abraham (11:30; 15:2–3; 16:1; 17:17)?

	What picture do we get of Abram in the passage “Abram in Egypt” (Gen 12:10–20)? Give reasons for your answer. What can we learn from this story?

	What picture do we get of Abram in the passage “Abram and Lot separate” (Gen 13:1–13)? Give reasons for your answer. What can we learn from this story?
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Genesis study 11: Melchizedek. God’s covenant with Abram
Introduction
During a war Sodom was conquered. Lot and his family with all their possessions were captured and carried off north. When Abram heard about this, he went in pursuit. Finally he recovered all the goods and brought back Lot and his family. On their way back, Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of God Most High came out to bless Abram. Abram gave him a tenth of everything (Gen 14:18–20). After this God spoke to Abram in a vision. God promised him an heir from his own body and offspring as countless as the stars. He also promised him the land, and revealed to him the suffering of the people of Israel in Egypt but also their return to Canaan. Then God made a covenant with Abram. 
Read 
Gen 14:1–15:19
Comments
14:1: These four kingdoms were situated in Mesopotamia.
14:2: These five kingdoms were situated in the Dead Sea valley, here called the “Valley of Siddim” (v 3).
14:5–6: The kingdoms mentioned in these verses were situated east of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea.
14:7: The places mentioned were situated south of the Dead Sea.
as far as Dan ... Damascus (14:14–15): Dan was a city in the very north of Canaan. The name “Dan” was, however, given to it later (see Judg 18:29). Damascus was even further north.
the King’s Valley (14:17): This was near Jerusalem.
Melchizedek (14:18): He is described as “king of Salem” (Salem means “peace” and is a shorter form of “Jerusalem”) and “priest of God Most High”. His name means “my king is righteousness”. He brought bread and wine, the everyday food and drink of those days, to Abram to show his hospitality. Melchizedek is mentioned in v 3 of the Messianic psalm 110, a verse that is quoted in Heb 5:6.
I have lifted up my hand (14:22): A man raised his hand when he took an oath.
shield (15:1): This word has the additional meaning of “king” in Hebrew.
15:6: This verse is quoted in the New Testament by Paul (Rom 4:3, 22; Gal 3:6) and James (James 2:23). Paul calls Abraham “the father of all who believe” (Rom 4:11).
a heifer, a female goat and a ram ... Abram ... cut them in two and laid each half opposite the other ... a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between the pieces (15:9–10, 17): Here we find a description of how covenants were solemnized in ancient times (compare Jer 34:18). The smoking fire pot represented God (compare Ex 19:18). It was God who made this covenant. Abram was the passive recipient of its promises.
Questions
	What happened to Lot after the battle in the Valley of Siddim?

	How does Melchizedek (and Abram) describe God in this passage?

	Why did Abram refuse to keep the goods that he had brought back to Sodom?

	Who was Eliezer and why did Abram mention his name to God?

	In chapter 15 God makes several promises to Abram? Which are they? In which verses do we find them?

Think and discuss
	What picture do we get of Abram in the story about Abram rescuing Lot (Gen 14:13–16; 21–24)? Give reasons for your answer. What can we learn from this story?

	How do you think Abram felt as he experienced God’s promises and God’s covenant with him as described in Gen 15? Use your imagination and share with each other.
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Genesis study 12: Hagar and Ishmael
Introduction
Sarai did not have any children, so she asked Abram to marry her Egyptian servant girl Hagar. Abram agreed and Hagar became pregnant. When Sarai mistreated her, she fled into the desert. There the angel of the Lord appeared to Hagar, told her to go back home and promised her innumerable descendants through her son, whom she was to call Ishmael. Abram was 86 years old when Ishmael was born.
Read 
Gen 16:1–16
Comments
Go in to my slave-girl (v 2): This was a common legal practice in ancient times. It was important for a family to have a male heir.
The angel of the Lord (v 7): This is a common expression in the Old Testament. “Angel” means messenger in Hebrew. This messenger is regarded as God: He speaks for God in the first person (see v 10). But he is also distinguished from God by being his “messenger”. For more examples see Gen 22:11–12; 31:11–13; Ex 3:2–4; Judg 2:1.
your offspring ... too many to count (v 10): In Gen 25:13–16 we see how this prophecy begins to be fulfilled.
wild donkey (v 12): This expression refers to an unsettled and roaming life in the desert.
Beer Lahai Roi (v 14): This Hebrew expression means ”the well of the living One who sees me”.
Questions
	Why did Abram sleep with Hagar?

	How did Hagar behave when she got pregnant?

	How did Sarai behave?

	What was the angel’s message to Hagar at the spring in the desert?

Think and discuss
	What picture do we get of Abram in this story? Give reasons for your answer.

	What picture do we get of Sarai in this story? Give reasons for your answer.

	What picture do we get of Hagar in this story? Give reasons for your answer.

	How do you think Hagar felt in the three main scenes of this story? Use your imagination and share with each other:

a.Scene one: Sarai gives Hagar to Abram to be his second wife.
b.Scene two: Hagar and Sarai.
c.Scene three: Hagar and the angel of the Lord.
	What can we learn from this story?
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Genesis study 13: The covenant of circumcision
Introduction
Thirteen years later God again appeared to Abram to confirm his covenant with him. God also changed his name from Abram to Abraham. The sign of the covenant was the circumcision of every male. Then God changed Sarai’s name to Sarah and promised them a son who was to be called Isaac. God would also establish his covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him (Gen 17:19). That same day all men and boys of Abraham’s household were circumcised. 
Read 
Gen 17:1–27
Comments
God Almighty (v 1): The Hebrew expression is el shaddai. The meaning of shaddai is unclear. It was by this special name that God revealed himself to the patriarchs (see also Gen 35:11 where God speaks to Jacob; and Ex 6:3 where God introduces himself to Moses). 
Abram ... Abraham (v 5): Abram means “exalted father”; Abraham means “father of many”. The change of names indicated the beginning of something new in a person’s life. 
nations ... kings (v 6): Compare God’s promise to Sarah in v 16.
everlasting (v 7): From God’s perspective the covenant is everlasting. But this very passage and the history of the Israelites reveal that it could be broken by man (see v 14; compare Is 24:5; Jer 31:32).
Sarai ... Sarah (v 15): Sarah means “princess”; Sarai probably has the same meaning. The important thing is that her name is changed as a mark of something new.
As for you (v 9): Here follows a description of Abraham’s covenantal commitment to God. Compare As for me (v 4), which previously introduced God’s commitment.
laughed ... Isaac (v 17, 19): The name “Isaac” means “he laughs”.
Questions
	Make a list of all the things that God promised Abraham in this chapter!

	What was the sign of the covenant that Abraham and his descendants must keep?

	Why did Abraham laugh?

Think and discuss
	What picture do we get of Abraham in this story? Give reasons for your answer.

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?
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Genesis study 14: The three visitors
Introduction
God again appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre. Abraham saw three men near his tent and invited them for a wash and a meal.  While the food was being prepared they asked for Sarah, who was standing at the entrance of the tent. She laughed to herself when she heard God promise that at the same time next year she would have a son. 
Read 
Gen 18:1–15
Comments
at the oaks of Mamre (v 1): The NIBV translation maidAnagaLalli is not correct.
three men (v 2, 8): A comparison with Gen 19:1 reveals that at least two of these men were angels. The third may have been “The angel of the Lord”(compare Genesis study 12).
v 10: compare v 14
Questions
	How did the Lord appear to Abraham in this story?

	What kind of food did Abraham prepare for the three visitors?

	In which verse do we understand that the visit of the three men was also a visitation of God?

	Why did Sarah deny that she had laughed?

Think and discuss
	How should the question in v 14 (“Is anything too hard for the Lord?”) be understood?

	What picture do we get of Sarah in this story? Give reasons for your answer.

	What picture do we get of Abraham in this story? Give reasons for your answer.

	Paul quotes v 14 (“I will return to you in due season next year, and Sarah will have a son”) in Romans. What point does he make by using this quotation (read Rom 9:6–9)? 

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?
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Genesis study 15: The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
Introduction
God revealed to Abraham that he was on his way to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. Then Abraham pleaded with God to spare Sodom and not to destroy the righteous people that lived there together with the wicked. Finally God promised to save the city if ten righteous persons could be found. Two angels reached Sodom in the evening and Lot invited them into his house. During the night the men of Sodom surrounded the house and demanded that the two visitors be sent out so that they could have sex with them. Lot refused and offered them his two daughters instead. In the morning Lot, his wife and daughters were led out of the city by the angels. “Then the Lord rained burning sulphur on Sodom and Gomorrah” (Gen 19:24).
Read 
Gen 18:16–19:29
Comments
Sodom ... Gomorrah (18:16, 20): Sodom was a city near the Dead Sea, but its exact location is not known. Gomorrah was a city in the same area.
their sin is very grievous (18:20): Compare Gen 13:13 where we find that “the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners against the Lord”.
see (18:21): This is a metaphorical way of expressing that God only acts with good reason. He had a personal knowledge of the situation at Sodom and Gomorrah, before he passed judgment over the cities.
the Lord ... the Lord (18:27, 30, 31, 32 and 33): In his pleading Abraham addressed God as “Lord”, just as he did with the three visitors in the previous story. He does not use God’s personal name “the Lord”. So the Kannada NIBV translation is wrong. As the narrator continues in v 33 he again uses God’s name – as he did in the beginning of the passage (v 17–22).
to his place (18:33): Abraham’s home was at the oaks of Mamre (see 18:1).
was sitting at the gate of the city (19:1): This could indicate that Lot was a member of the city council.
Zoar (19:22): The name means “small”. 
Questions
	Why did God decide to reveal his plans to Abraham?

	Why did God pay a visit to Sodom?

	What happened to the men who were engaged to Lot’s daughters?

	What happened to Lot’s wife? Why?

Think and discuss
	Study the story “Abraham pleads for Sodom” (Gen 18:16–35) carefully. Then answer these three questions:

a.Why is Abraham’s question to God in v 23 surprising?
b.Why do you think that Abraham limited his pleading to Sodom? What about Gomorrah?
c.Why do you think the Lord finished speaking with Abraham in v 35?
	What picture do we get of Abraham in this story? Give reasons for your answer.

	What picture do we get of Lot in this story? Give reasons for your answer.

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?
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Genesis study 16: The birth of Isaac. Hagar and Ishmael
Introduction
God kept his promise to Sarah. She became pregnant and gave birth to a son. Abraham called him Isaac and circumcised him. After some time Sarah asked Abraham to send Hagar and Ishmael away. This made Abraham upset, but God told him to let Sarah have her way. Hagar and the boy walked into the desert. When their water was finished, they sat down prepared to die. But God heard the boy’s cry and saved them.
Read 
Gen 21:1–21
Comments
Isaac (v 3): The name means “he laughs”.
weaned (v 8): In those days babies were weaned when they were two or three years old. So a couple of years have passed between v 7 and v 8.
the slave woman’s son (v 10): Abraham’s and Hagar’s son Ishmael must have been about 17 years old by this time.
through Isaac that your offspring will be called (v 12): This statement is quoted twice in the New Testament: by Paul in Rom 9:7 and by Hebrews in 11:18.
Beersheba (v 14): This was an important city in the southernmost part of Canaan (see the map The Fertile Crescent). 
God heard … God has heard (v 17): Ishmael means ”God hears”.
the wilderness of Paran (v 21): This desert formed part of the Sinai Peninsula (see the map The Exodus). 
Questions
	What did Sarah say after Isaac had been born? Why do you think she said that?

	Why didn’t Sarah want Ishmael to stay with the family? Do you think that her request was reasonable?

	What did God promise Abraham concerning Ishmael?

	How did God save Hagar and Ishmael?

Think and discuss
	Why do you think Abraham was so upset about Sarah’s request to have Hagar and Ishmael sent away?

	How do you think Abraham felt in these four scenes? Use your imagination and share with each other (or perform a simple role-play, but don’t turn it into something silly!):

a.Isaac is born (v 1–5).
b.Sarah asks Abraham to send Ishmael and Hagar away (v 8–10).
c.God tells Abraham to let Sarah have her way (v 11–13).
d.Abraham prepares water and food and sends Ishmael and Hagar away early the next morning (v 14).
	How do you think Hagar felt in these four scenes? Use your imagination and share with each other (or perform a simple role-play, but don’t turn it into something silly!):

a.The bad news: She and Ishmael must leave the next morning.
b.The farewell (v 14).
c.“I cannot watch the boy die” (v 15–16).
d.God’s salvation (v 17–19).
	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?

(Go to Genesis answers 16)
 
Genesis study 17: Abraham tested
Introduction
It happened after these things that God tested Abraham (Gen 22:1). God told Abraham to take his only son Isaac to the region of Moriah and sacrifice him there as a burnt offering. Abraham was obedient. The following morning he cut some wood and set off from Beersheba together with his son and two servants. When they had arrived, Abraham built an altar, arranged the wood, tied his son and laid him on top of the wood. Just as he took the knife to kill his son, the angel of the Lord called out and told him not to hurt the boy. When Abraham looked up he saw a ram caught in the bushes. “Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son” (Gen 22:13). Then the angel of the Lord spoke a second time and blessed him. Afterwards Abraham settled in Beersheba.
Read 
Gen 22:1–19
Comments
It happened after these things (v 1): Many years must have passed since the previous story (compare Gen 21:34). Isaac was now a young man.
the land of Moriah (v 2): In 2 Chron 3:1 we read that “Mount Moriah” was the place in Jerusalem where Solomon (more than a thousand years after Abraham) built the temple. Today there is a large Muslim building called the Dome of the Rock on the old temple site. Under the dome there is a rock, which people claim to be the place where Abraham placed Isaac. Many Bible scholars think that there must have been two different “Moriahs”, one where Abraham took Isaac, and one where Solomon built the temple.
boy (v 5): The Hebrew word can be used about a very small boy or about a young man.
Questions
	In this story Isaac and Abraham only have a very brief conversation. What do they speak about?

	What did the angel of the Lord say after he had stopped Abraham from killing Isaac?

	What did God promise Abraham?

Think and discuss
	What do we learn about Abraham’s faith and his trust in God from this story?

	Make a list of similarities between this story and the sacrificial death of Jesus.

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?

(Go to Genesis answers 17)
 
Genesis study 18: Isaac and Rebekah
Introduction
Sarah was 127 years old when she died, and Abraham buried her in the cave of Machpelah, which he had bought from Ephron, the Hittite (Gen 23:1–2, 17–20). Abraham then sent his chief servant to the town of Nahor in the northern part of his home country Mesopotamia to get a wife for his son Isaac. When the servant got there he stopped near a well outside the town and prayed to God for guidance to find the right woman for Isaac. This woman was Rebekah, Abraham’s brother Nahor’s granddaughter. The servant then put a gold ring in her nose and gold bracelets on her arms. Rebekah’s brother Laban invited the servant to stay in their house. A meal was served, but the servant would not eat until he had told his hosts the purpose of his journey. When Laban and his father had heard what the servant had to say, they answered, “‘This thing comes from the Lord … Look, here is Rebekah, take her and go and let her be the wife of your master’s son, as the Lord has spoken’” (Gen 24:50–51). The very next day the servant and his men started their journey back to Canaan together with Rebekah and her maids. Isaac took Rebekah into his mother Sarah’ tent and married her. Abraham died at the age of 175 and was buried with his wife Sarah in the cave of Machpelah (Gen 25:7–11).
Read 
Gen 24:1–67
Comments
the oldest servant (v 2): Probably the same person as Eliezer from Damascus mentioned in Gen 15:2.
Put your hand under my thigh (v 2): To put one’s hand under the thigh of another person made the oath more solemn and sacred. 
Aram Naharaim … Nahor (v 10): Aram Naharaim means ”Aram of the two rivers” (the Euphrates and the Tigris) in Hebrew. It refers to the western part of Paddan Aram in northwest Mesopotamia. The city of Haran, from where Abraham and his family had moved to Canaan, was situated here. Nahor was a city in the same area. See also the map The Fertile Crescent.
a gold nose ring … and two gold bracelets (v 22): The nose ring weighed 5.5 grams and the bracelets 110 grams.
Beer Lahai Roi (v 62): This was the name of the well in the desert area of the Negev, where God had saved Hagar (pregnant with Ishmael) when she was running away from Abram and Sarai (see Gen 16:6e–14).
Questions
	What was the servant’s concern about fulfilling the oath that Abraham had him take?

	What was the main point in Abraham’s answer?

	What sign did the servant ask God to give him to help him find the right bride for Isaac?

	Who was Bethuel and how was he related to Isaac?

	Describe the hospitality that Laban showed the servant.

Think and discuss
	What picture do we get of these four persons in this passage? Give reasons for your answer:

a.Abraham
b.The servant
c.Rebekah
d.Isaac
	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?

	Adapt this beautiful story into a drama called “A bride for Isaac”. Plan it carefully with scenes, choreography and dialogue. Don’t turn it into a silly sketch!

(Go to Genesis answers 18)
 
Genesis study 19: Jacob and Esau
Introduction
Rebekah gave birth to twin boys. Esau was born first and Jacob immediately afterwards. But Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for some food. So Esau despised his birthright (Gen 26:34). “It happened that when Isaac was old and his eyes were so dim that he could not see” (Gen 27:1), he asked Esau to hunt for some wild game and prepare a meal for him. Then he would bless him before he died. Rebekah overheard this. She told Jacob to butcher two young goats and prepare a tasty meal for his father and then ask for his blessing. Jacob followed his mother’s advice and got his father’s blessing just in time as Esau returned from his hunt and realized that he had been cheated.
Read 
Gen 25:21–34; 27:1–40
Comments
because she was barren (25:21): Rebekah was barren for 20 years (compare v 20 with v 26).
Two nations (25:23): Esau was to become the father of the Edomites. Jacob was to become the father of the Israelites.
Esau ... Jacob (25:26): The meaning of Esau could be “hairy”. So “red” does not refer to “Esau” but to his other name which was “Edom” (see v 30), which became the name of the country where he later settled. The meaning of Jacob is “he grasps the heel” or “he replaces”; metaphorically it could also mean “he deceives”.
birthright (25:31): In those days the birthright also included the inheritance rights that belonged to the firstborn son.
birthright ... blessing (27:36): The Hebrew words for “birthright” and “blessing” are very similar.
Questions
	Why did Rebekah worry about her pregnancy?

	Why did Esau sell his birthright to Jacob for some food?

	How was Jacob able to cheat his father and get his blessing?

	What did Isaac promise Jacob as he blessed him?

	How did Isaac and Esau react when they found out that Jacob had cheated them?

	Retell the four points of the oracle that Isaac uttered over Esau. Make sure you use your own words.

Think and discuss
	The passage about the birth and childhood of Esau and Jacob (Gen 25:21–28) contains hints of future conflicts between the two brothers and their descendants. List the hints.

	What picture do we get of these three persons in these two passages? Give reasons for your answer:

a.Rebekah
b.Esau
c.Jacob
(Go to Genesis answers 19)
 
Genesis study 20: Jacob in Paddan Aram
Introduction
Esau was very upset with Jacob and planned to kill him. When Rebekah heard this, she told Jacob to flee to her brother Laban in Paddan Aram in Mesopotamia. As he was leaving, his father Isaac blessed him and told him not to marry a Canaanite woman but to find a wife from his cousins in Mesopotamia. So Jacob left his home in Beersheba. One night he went to sleep under the open skies using a stone as a pillow. During the night he had a dream. He saw a stairway that reached to heaven, where God was standing. He promised Jacob: “‘I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. The land on which you are lying I will give you and your offspring. Your offspring will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. Through you and your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed’” (Gen 28:13–14). Jacob called this place Bethel, which means “house of God”. He also made a vow. 
When Jacob arrived in Paddan Aram, he met his cousin Rachel and his uncle Laban and was invited to stay in their house. Jacob fell in love with Rachel and offered to work seven years for her. After the seven years were over, the wedding was arranged. When Jacob woke up after the wedding night he found that Laban had given him Rachel’s elder sister Leah instead. But Laban was happy to also give Rachel to him on the condition that he agreed to work seven more years for her. But Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah. God blessed Leah with four sons. Rachel was barren. Then Rachel offered her maidservant Bilhah to Jacob, and she gave birth to two sons. This made Leah upset so she offered her maidservant Zilpah to Jacob, and she gave birth to two sons. Leah got two more sons and a daughter. Finally God remembered Rachel, and she got her first son, Joseph. Jacob planned to leave Paddan Aram, but Laban asked him to stay on so that God’s blessing over them would continue. Jacob promised to stay on the condition that he received certain sheep and goats that were born. Laban agreed. After some time Jacob’s flocks increased and he became very prosperous. Then Laban’s attitude towards Jacob changed. So God told him to leave Paddan Haran and return to Canaan. 
Without informing Laban, Jacob took his wives and children, his flocks and possessions and left. Two days later Laban found out about Jacob’s escape. Together with his relatives he pursued Jacob for seven days and overtook him in the hill country of Gilead. Laban accused Jacob of deceiving him and of not allowing him to say a proper goodbye to his daughters and grandchildren. Then he asked why Jacob had stolen his idols (Gen 31:30) Jacob claimed that nobody had stolen anything and allowed Laban to search all the tents. Rachel had actually stolen their household idols, as she left her father’s house, but Laban did not find them in her tent. Jacob was upset with Laban for his accusations, and gave him a long list of the hardships he had suffered under Laban during his twenty years of service. Laban in return offered that they, Jacob and Laban, make a covenant to serve as a witness between them (Gen 31:44). 
Read 
Gen 27:41–31:55
Comments
For the place names see Genesis study 18 and the map The Fertile Crescent.
Hittite (27:46): During the early Old Testament times the Hittites were spread over a large part of the Fertile Crescent; they also controlled present-day Turkey. Abraham and his descendants often came in contact with them.
Bethel (28:19): The name means “house of God”.
son (29:5): The Hebrew word for “son” refers to any male descendant. Laban was Nahor’s grandson.
wept aloud (29:11): Jacob wept for joy.
on my knees (30:3): The Hebrew expression is “on my knees” seems to indicate some kind of adoption.
She named him Joseph (30:24): Joseph means “may he add”.
ten times (31:7): This expression probably indicates “always”.
Questions
	What did Isaac’s parting blessing to Jacob contain?

	How did Esau react when he heard how Isaac had blessed Jacob?

	How did God identify himself in the dream that Jacob had at Bethel?

	How did Jacob meet Rachel?

	Why did Laban give Jacob Leah instead of Rachel?

	Why did Rachel become jealous of her sister?

	Who were the women that bore Jacob his eleven sons?

	Why did Jacob stay with Laban after he had served his contracted fourteen years? And what did he do to increase his flocks?

	Why did Jacob finally decide to return to Canaan?

	How did Rachel hide Laban’s household idols, when Laban came to search her tent?

	What were the stipulations of the covenant between Laban and Jacob at Mizpah in Gilead?

Think and discuss
	Jacob made a vow to God at Bethel. What is your opinion of it?

	Laban had several accusations against Jacob when he overtook him in the hill country of Gilead (31:25–30). Go through these accusations. Which of them do you find reasonable and which of them do you find unreasonable? Why?

	Laban never found his household idols among Jacob’s people. This made Jacob really angry, so he in his turn made several accusations against Laban (31:36–42). Go through these accusations. Which of them do you find reasonable and which of them do you find unreasonable? Why?

	List some important things that we can learn from this study.

(Go to Genesis answers 20)
 
Genesis study 21: Jacob’s return to Canaan
Introduction
As Jacob continued his journey together with his wives, children, servants, flocks and herds, he got more and more anxious about his meeting with his brother Esau. When he heard that Esau was approaching him with four hundred men, he divided all his people and possessions into two groups so that at least one would be saved if Esau attacked them. He also prayed to God to save him from the hand of his brother, reminding God of his earlier promises. “The same night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok” (Gen 32:22). He sent his family ahead across the stream, and stayed back alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. Jacob called the place Peniel because he had seen God face to face but his life was spared (Gen 32:30). That morning the two brothers met again after twenty years of separation. Jacob was very nervous. But Esau ran to meet him, embraced him and threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they both wept (Gen 33:4). Esau invited Jacob to come with him to his country Seir (Edom). But Jacob settled near Shechem in Canaan. 
At Shechem, Dinah, Jacob’s daughter was raped by the ruler’s son. But her brothers Simeon and Levi took revenge by killing all the men of Shechem (Gen chapter 34). 
Then God told Jacob to go to Bethel and settle there and to build an altar to God, who had appeared to him when he was fleeing from his brother Esau (Gen 35:1). At Bethel God again appeared to Jacob and blessed him and gave him the name “Israel”. As they moved on from Bethel, Rachel died in childbirth, but her son survived. Jacob called him Benjamin. Jacob settled with his father Isaac at Hebron. Isaac died at the age of 180. In Gen 35:23–26 we find a list of Jacob’s twelve sons.
Read 
Gen 32:1–33:20; 35:1–29
Comments
Mahanaim (32:2): The name means “two camps” in Hebrew. It was situated in Gilead east of the Jordan River.
Jabbok (32:22): This was an important river that flowed into the Jordan River from the highlands in the east.
a man wrestled with him (32:24): The man later tells Jacob that in this wrestling match Jacob had “struggled with God and with men” (v 28). Jacob himself described his experience as having seen God face to face (v 30). In Hebrew the words “wrestle”, “Jacob” and “Jabbok” are very similar.
Israel (32:28): The name means “he struggles with God” in Hebrew.
Peniel (32:30): The Hebrew word means “face of God”.
Shechem (33:18): Shechem was an important city in central Canaan.
rings (35:4): It was a pagan practice to wear rings as amulets or charms.
Ephrath (35:16): This city was later called Bethlehem (see v 19).
Ben-Oni … Benjamin (35:18): The first name means “son of my trouble” in Hebrew and the second name means “son of my right hand” or “son of the south” (perhaps because Benjamin was born in Canaan in the south and his eleven brothers in Mesopotamia in the north).
Questions
	What did Jacob do in order to pacify his brother Esau before they met?

	What happened to Jacob’s body at Peniel?

	What happened at the meeting between Jacob and Esau?

	How did Jacob again cheat Esau?

	What did Jacob tell his household to do before they left Shechem to travel to Bethel?

	What did God promise Jacob at Bethel?

Think and discuss
	Why do you think Jacob decided to cheat Esau and not settle with him in Edom but instead travel to Shechem in Canaan?

	Many Bible readers find the story about Jacob’s experience at Peniel difficult. How do you understand it? Who was the man that Jacob was wrestling with? Why was the man unable to overpower Jacob? Why did the man change Jacob’s name to Israel? What could the man have meant by saying that Jacob had struggled with God and with men and overcome? To what extent was Jacob a changed man after Peniel?

	Share your thoughts and feelings about the stories in these three chapters. What new insights have you gained?

(Go to Genesis answers 21)
 
Genesis study 22: Joseph
Introduction
Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him, because he was his father Jacob’s favorite son. They even started to hate him. That was when Joseph told them about his dream about the sheaves and how their eleven sheaves gathered around Joseph’s sheaf and bowed down to it. Some time later Jacob sent Joseph to visit his brothers, who were looking after their flocks near Shechem. When they saw him coming in the distance they first plotted to kill him. But instead they threw him in a dry water cistern and later sold him to a group of Ishmaelites, who were passing by with their caravan on their way from Gilead to Egypt. There they sold him as a slave to an Egyptian official.
Read 
Gen 37:1–36
Comments
Jacob ... Israel (v 1, 3): Both these names are used about the same person from chapter 35 of Genesis.
your mother (v 10): Rachel, who was Joseph’s mother, had already died (see Gen 35:19). So “your mother” probably refers to Leah, Jacob’s first wife.
Shechem (v 12): In our previous study, Jacob and his family were moving south from Bethel to Bethlehem. When this story takes place they are in the area of Shechem, which is situated north of Bethel.
Dothan (v 17): This was an ancient city situated 20 km north of Shechem.
Reuben (v 21): He was the oldest of Jacob’s sons, so he must have been quite a bit older than Joseph.
Ishmaelites ... Midianites (v 25, 28): Ishmael was Abraham’s son. He became the ancestor of many nomadic desert tribes in Arabia. Midian was situated in northwestern Arabia.
twenty shekels of silver (v 28): Lev 27:5 mentions this amount as the value of a young male slave.
tore his clothes, put on sackcloth (v 34): These were both signs of distress and mourning.
daughters (v 35): The meaning of the Hebrew word includes daughters-in-law.
Questions
	What was Joseph’s second dream? Why was it even more upsetting than his first dream?

	Who saved Joseph’s life and who suggested that he be sold to the Ishmaelites?

	Who was Potiphar?

Think and discuss
	Make a list of the reasons why Joseph’s brothers didn’t like him. What do you think of these reasons? Were they valid or not? Why?

	Joseph is one of the really “good” persons in the Old Testament, and he is presented very positively. How do you see him in this story? Do you find any weaknesses? 

	Jacob’s grief is described in a very moving way in v 34–35. Put yourself in his situation. Then attempt one of the following:

a.Write a monologue. Perform it to your friends (or in a youth group). But don’t make it into a parody!
b.Write a poem.
	Share your thoughts and feelings about this passage. What new insights have you gained?

(Go to Genesis answers 22)
 
Genesis study 23: Joseph in Egypt
Introduction
The Lord was with Joseph and he was a prosperous man. He lived in the house of his Egyptian master (Gen 39:2). So Joseph found favor with Potiphar and became his attendant. Because of Joseph, God blessed Potiphar’s household. As a result Potiphar entrusted Joseph with everything. But his wife was attracted to Joseph and asked him to go to bed with her. When Joseph refused, she produced false evidence against him. So Potiphar put Joseph in prison. But even in prison God was with him and gave him success in everything he did. The warden put Joseph in charge of the other prisoners and made him responsible for everything in the prison. 
Some time later the king’s cupbearer and baker ended up in the same prison. They both had a dream, which they did not understand. So they asked Joseph for the interpretations. The cupbearer’s dream meant that he would be restored to his old position. Joseph asked him to speak well about him to Pharaoh, the king, when he was released. But the cupbearer did not remember to do so. 
After two full years, Pharaoh had two dreams. The magicians and the wise men of Egypt could not interpret the dreams. Then the cupbearer remembered Joseph and told Pharaoh about his gift of interpreting dreams. Pharaoh sent for Joseph and asked him about his dreams. “Joseph said to Pharaoh, ‘The dreams of Pharaoh are the same. God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is about to do’” (Gen 41:25). Seven years of great abundance throughout the land of Egypt would be followed by seven years of famine. Joseph told Pharaoh to save food from the seven good years for the seven years of famine. Pharaoh and all his officials that this was a good plan. Then Pharaoh put Joseph in charge, not only of this plan but of all Egypt. 
Joseph married the daughter of an Egyptian priest, and she gave birth to two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. After the seven years of abundance were over, the seven years of famine began. This famine also struck the surrounding countries, so “all countries came to Egypt, to Joseph, to buy grain, because the famine was severe throughout the world” (Gen 41:57). 
Read 
Gen 39:1–41:57
Comments
Pharaoh (39:2): This was the title of the king of Egypt. It means “great house” in the Egyptian language.
cast her eyes on (39:7): This expression means that she looked at him with sexual desire.
lift up your head (40:13): This Hebrew expression means “release” (the Kannada NIBV translation has “honor”). Compare  “lift off your head” in v 19.
shaved (41:14): The Israelites usually wore beards, while the Egyptians were clean-shaven. 
signet ring ... robes of fine linen ... gold chain around his neck (41:42): These three gifts symbolized that Pharaoh shared his royal authority with Joseph.
Zaphenath-Paneah (41:45): The meaning of this Egyptian name is not certain, but it could be “one who discovers hidden things” or “god speaks and lives”.
On (41:45): This was an important city of commerce at the southern tip of the Nile Delta. It was later called Heliopolis (“the city of the sun”) by the Greeks, and it was the center for the worship of the Egyptian sun god Ra.
Manasseh (41:51): The name is similar to the Hebrew word for “forget”.
Ephraim (41:52): The name is similar to the Hebrew expression “twice fruitful”.
throughout the world (41:57): An hyperbolic expression referring to the whole world from the perspective of the Old Testament narrative.
Questions
	Why did Potiphar’s wife take notice of Joseph?

	What did Potiphar’s wife accuse Joseph of?

	What was the meaning of the baker’s dream?

	What did Pharaoh see in his two dreams?

	What did Joseph answer, when Pharaoh asked him to interpret his two dreams?

	How did Pharaoh treat Joseph, as he put him in charge of the land of Egypt?

	How old was Joseph, when he came into Pharaoh’s service?

Think and discuss
	The account of Joseph in Egypt begins with the words “The Lord was with Joseph” (Gen 39:2). Make a list of how these three chapters show that God was with Joseph.

	Even a person who is favored by God comes across bad people. In what way did Joseph come across bad people in these three chapters? But God can use even bad things for his good purposes. How do we see that happen in these three chapters?

	What picture do we get of Joseph’s character in these three chapters?

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this study:

a.What new insights have you gained?
b.In what way can Joseph be a role model for you?
(Go to Genesis answers 23)
 
Genesis study 24: Joseph and his brothers
Introduction
Jacob sent Joseph’s ten elder brothers from Canaan to Egypt to buy grain. But he did not send his youngest son Benjamin. Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. He talked to them harshly and put them in custody for three days. Then he tied up Simeon and sent the rest of them back to Canaan with full sacks, asking them to bring their youngest brother next time. He also put their money back in their sacks. When the brothers found the money, they were afraid. 
After some time the grain was finished and they had to return to Egypt to buy more. Jacob did not want to send Benjamin with them but had no choice, as this had been Joseph’s request. Judah guaranteed Benjamin’s safety. “So the men took the gifts and double the amount of silver, and Benjamin. Then they went down to Egypt and stood before Joseph” (Gen 43:15). Joseph invited them to his house and prepared a meal for them. When Joseph saw his little brother Benjamin, he was deeply moved and he went out to weep. The next day the brothers left on their journey home. But again Joseph told his steward to place their money on top of the grain in their sacks. In Benjamin’s sack he also put Joseph’s silver cup. “They had only gone a short distance from the city when Joseph told his steward, ‘Go, follow those men at once, and when you overtake them, ask them, ‘Why have you rewarded evil for good? Isn’t this the cup from which my lord drinks and also uses for divination? You have done an evil thing’’” (Gen 44:4–5). The brothers denied that they had stolen it. When the steward checked their sacks, he found Joseph’s silver cup in Benjamin’s sack. “Then they tore their clothes and loaded their donkeys and returned to the city” (Gen 44:13). Joseph said that he would keep Benjamin as his slave, but that the others were free to return home. Then Judah told Joseph how difficult it had been for them to convince their father of sending Benjamin along with them to Egypt. Judah offered to remain in Egypt as Joseph’s slave if only he let Benjamin return home to their father. When he heard this, Joseph could not control himself any longer. He sent his servants away and started weeping loudly. Then he said to his brothers, “‘I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?’ His brothers could not answer him, because they were terrified of him” (Gen 45:3). He asked them not to be distressed and angry with themselves for selling him to Egypt, because it was to preserve life that God had sent him ahead of them. 
Joseph then told his brothers to hurry back to their father and tell him to settle in the region of Goshen in Egypt with his children and grandchildren, his flocks and herds. “The sons of Israel did so. Joseph gave them carts, as Pharaoh had ordered, and he also gave them provisions for their journey” (Gen 45:21). Jacob was stunned, when they told him that Joseph was still alive, and at first he could not believe them. Finally he was convinced and said, “I will go and see him before I die” (Gen 45:28). 
Read 
Gen 42:1–45:28
Comments
they bowed themselves down to him (42:6): Compare Joseph’s dreams as a young boy (Gen 37:1–9).
As surely as Pharaoh lives (42:15): This was the formula of a solemn Egyptian oath.
Benjamin, his mother’s son (43:29): Joseph and Benjamin had the same mother, Rachel.
tore their clothes (44:13): This was an expression of distress and grief.
remnant (45:7): This was Joseph’s way of expressing that Jacob’s family had been saved from extinction and that God’s promise to Abraham and Jacob that their descendants would be innumerable was still valid.
father (45:8): This was an honorific title given to high officials.
Goshen (45:10): This was the name for the northeastern part of the Nile Delta. The land was well irrigated and perfect for agriculture and pasture.
I who am speaking to you (45:12): Joseph was no longer using an interpreter but speaking to them directly in Hebrew.
Questions
	Why didn’t Benjamin come with Joseph’s other brothers to Egypt the first time?

	What reason did Joseph give his brothers to make sure that they would bring Benjamin next time they came?

	What happened to the money that they had given Joseph as payment for the grain?

	Where did Joseph meet his brothers when they came to Egypt the second time? Why there?

	Why were the brothers surprised at the seating arrangement during their meal with Joseph?

	What did the steward find in Benjamin’s sack?

	Why did the brothers this time return to Egypt as slaves?

	Who did Joseph say had sent him to Egypt to preserve a remnant for Israel?

	How did Pharaoh and his officials react, when they heard that Joseph’s brothers had come?

	What did Joseph’s brothers do to convince their father that Joseph was still alive?

Think and discuss
	Why didn’t the brothers recognize Joseph, when he could recognize them?

	Analyze the interaction between Joseph and his brothers in these four chapters. Look at each of these four scenes and study how Joseph behaves and how his brothers behave:

a.Scene one: The ten brothers come to buy grain from Joseph the first time (Gen 42:6–26).
b.Scene two: The brothers come to Egypt the second time. This time they bring Benjamin (Gen 43:15–34).
c.Scene three: The steward brings the brothers back after he has found Joseph’s cup in Benjamin’s sack (Gen 44:14–34).
d.Scene four: Joseph makes himself known to his brothers (Gen 45:1–15).
	Jacob is an old man by now, so he does not take active part in the transactions. But emotionally he is deeply affected by what is happening between Joseph and his brothers. Use your own words to retell the story from Jacob’s point of view. Remember that all he knows is what his sons report to him.

	Describe how Joseph’s brothers had changed since they sold him as a slave to the Midianites more than twenty years earlier.

	Share your thoughts and feelings about this study. What new insights have you gained?
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Genesis study 25: Jacob and his family settle in Egypt
Introduction
So Jacob moved to Egypt with his whole family. They also brought their cattle and possessions from Canaan. Joseph’s brothers explained to Pharaoh that they were shepherds and that they were now staying in Goshen. Pharaoh welcomed them to live in Goshen. Then Joseph presented his father Jacob before Pharaoh. And Jacob blessed Pharaoh (Gen 47:7). 
The famine continued for some more years, and the people of Egypt had to sell their livestock, their land and themselves to Pharaoh in order to survive (chapter 47). Jacob lived in Egypt for seventeen years. Before he died, he blessed Joseph’s sons Ephraim and Manasseh (chapter 48) and his own twelve sons (chapter 49). Jacob was embalmed in the Egyptian way, and Pharaoh gave Joseph permission to take his body to the land of Canaan and bury it in the cave of the field of Machpelah, near Mamre (Gen 50:13). 
Later Joseph reassured his brothers and forgave them for what they had done to him in the past. This is what he said to them: “‘Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good to bring to pass what is now being done, the saving of many people’” (Gen 50:19–20). “Joseph lived in Egypt, together with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten years and saw Ephraim’s children  to the third generation” (Gen 50:22–23). Before he died, he made his family swear an oath that they would carry his bones with them, when they one day would leave Egypt to return to Canaan. Until that day, Joseph was embalmed and put in a coffin in Egypt.
Read 
Gen 46:1–7, 26–34; 47:1–26; 49:28–50:26
Comments
Israel set out ... and came to Beersheba (46:1): Jacob probably lived at Hebron (compare Gen 35:37), so he started his journey to Egypt from there. Beersheba was south of Hebron.
fell down (50:18): This is the final fulfillment of Joseph’s dreams as a young boy.
carry my bones up from here (50:25): This request was fulfilled centuries later, when Moses and the Israelites carried  Joseph’s bones with them from Egypt to the Promised Land (Ex 13:19).
Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten (50:26): Ancient Egyptian records show that 110 years was considered to be the ideal life span. So from the Egyptian point of view Joseph’s life was truly blessed.
Questions
	How did God encourage Jacob to go down to Egypt?

	What was the total number of Jacob’s descendants in Egypt at the time of Jacob’s settling there?

	What was Joseph’s plan to ensure that Pharaoh would allow his family to settle in Goshen?

	During the famine, Joseph’s administration strengthened Pharaoh’s control over the Egyptians. How?

	Who accompanied Joseph on his journey to Canaan to bury his father Jacob there?

	Before he died, Jacob had given Joseph’s brothers instruction to approach Joseph and ask him to forgive them for all their sins and wrongdoings. How did Joseph respond to their request?

Think and discuss
	These last chapters of Genesis have a very positive note to them. Make a list of positive things that you have come across in this study.

	Share your thoughts and feelings about the passages in this study. What new insights have you gained?

(Go to Genesis answers 25)
 
Genesis study 26: The patriarchs
Introduction
1. The setting
Gen 12–50 tells the story of Abraham, his son Isaac, his grandson Jacob, and his twelve great-grandsons (particularly Joseph) and their families. These four generations of men constitute the patriarchs – or the fathers of the nation of Israel. Consequently, these 38 chapters of Genesis are often called the “patriarchal narratives”.
These narratives take place in what is called the Fertile Crescent. This expression refers to the area from Mesopotamia in the east, southwest to Canaan on the Mediterranean coast and then further south to Egypt. Also see the map The Fertile Crescent.
There is no simple answer to the question: When did the patriarchs live? Bible scholars have suggested a wide range of dates, and many have even denied that they were historical persons at all. But during the last century archaeological discoveries, and the meticulous research of archeologists, historians and linguists have added much to our knowledge of the history, the culture, the trade routes, and the economic and political situation of the Fertile Crescent during the third and second millennia before Christ. Reading the patriarchal narratives in the light of all these findings, it is reasonable to assume that Abraham’s migration from Haran to Canaan took place around 2090 BC and that Jacob and his family moved from Canaan to Egypt around 1880 BC. The Exodus took place 430 years later.
2. Abraham
Genesis 12:1–3 forms a bridge between the world history of Gen 1–11 and the history of salvation with which the rest of the Bible is concerned. The similarities between Gen 12:1 and Gen 1:3 (“and God said”) should be noted. God began the history of the world with the act of creation. And with Gen 12 he begins his work of redemption with a similar act. As God created through the Word in Gen 1, so God saves through the Word as heard here by Abraham. So the call of Abraham can be seen as “a new creation”. The words “Go from your country, your people and your father’s house to the land I will show you” in Gen 12:1 is a call to break the ties of the past and move toward goals directed by God. In Abraham’s case it is to a land that God will show him. So Gen 12:1–3 is the “answer” to Gen 1–11, and it is God’s new initiative after Babel. As we saw in Genesis study 9, the genealogy in Gen 11:10–32 forms the link between the problem and the answer.
In Gen 12:1–3 we find several promises. In the first two verses there are three promises directed towards Abraham and his house. These promises concern land, people and fame. The result of these three promises is blessing for the world, to all peoples on earth. This blessing is directed to the world through Abraham. The purpose is to reverse the scattering of humankind that was the result of Babel. This can be seen by the expression “make your name great”. It is God who will make Abraham’s name great – in contrast to the builders of the Tower of Babel, who were seeking to make a name for themselves (Gen 11:4). This blessing to all the peoples on earth anticipates the gospel of Jesus Christ two thousand years later. 
In Gen 15 we find an account of the covenant (Hebrew berith) that God made with Abraham some time later. We should not understand this covenant as something new. It points back to Abraham’s call in Gen 12:1–3. So it should be understood as the confirmation of an already existing relationship between God and Abraham. Now this relationship is made formal. This covenant concerns two of the earlier promises that God gave him: land and descendants. These are the two promises that the following two patriarchal narratives about Isaac and Jacob also will deal with.
We should note that in the Gen 15 account, it is God who concludes the covenant. Also, it is God alone who has obligations to fulfill. God assures that he will keep the promises that he gave to Abraham earlier. And Abram believed the Lord (v 6). He was convinced in the depth of his heart that the Lord was true and that his word was valid. But it was only after more years of waiting that Abraham saw the first step of the fulfillment of God’s promises to him with the birth of Isaac. Abraham didn’t experience the countless descendants or the possession of the land during his own lifetime. But in spite of this he believed the Lord, and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness (Gen 15:6). Many years later circumcision, as an act of personal consecration to God, is added as a covenant symbol (Gen 17).
3. Isaac and Jacob
Isaac gets only a brief treatment in Genesis. But Jacob’s story is told at greater length. He is the father of the twelve tribes of Israel. The account of Jacob begins and ends in Canaan. But the turning point of Jacob’s life is found in Gen 31. His twenty years in the service of his father-in-law Laban in Paddan Aram (Mesopotamia) have come to an end, and he departs in secret with wives, concubines and many children, with servants, flocks of animals and great wealth. Laban pursues and catches up with them. Finally Laban and Jacob reach an agreement and make a covenant. In this chapter Jacob is portrayed as a man who is greatly blessed. The whole series of separations that Jacob has experienced – from his home, from his brother Esau, from his land – is now being reversed as he returns to Canaan. God had met him at Bethel when he was leaving the land (Gen 28:10–17). Now God meets him again as he returns (Gen 32:22–32). God blesses him and changes his name to Israel. 
We should note that the general emphasis of the patriarchal narratives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is to show how parts of the promises of Gen 12:1–3 have been fulfilled. As Jacob returns to Canaan, there are descendants and fame. But the hold that the patriarchs have had on the land has been weak. Further divine initiatives are required before Israel can become a great nation and possess the Promised Land.
4. Joseph
The story about Joseph is by far the longest of the patriarchal narratives. It is found in Gen 37–50. Central to this story is the scene when Joseph makes himself known to his brothers (Gen 45). Here the purpose of Joseph’s coming to Egypt is revealed, as Joseph speaks to his brothers: “God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance” (Gen 45:7). In Egypt there is life for all, and Joseph is at the very center of the power in the land where there is life. Joseph is now reunited with his brothers and his father after many years of separation. This reminds us of what happened when Jacob returned to his native land after his twenty years in Paddan Aram.
Genesis ends with Israel as a small nation, but with no land of their own. At the beginning of the book of Exodus a few hundred years later we will see that this small nation has grown greatly in numbers (compare Gen 46:27 with Ex 1:5). The book of Exodus will also lead us part of the way to the Promised Land. 
Questions
Read the introduction above and Gen 12:1–3; 15:1–21; 28:10–17; 31:1–55; 32:22–32; Gen 45:1–8. Then answer the questions below. Use your own words as much as possible.
	Explain the term “patriarch”.

	When and where did the patriarchal narratives take place?

	In what way can Gen 12:1–3 be seen as a “bridge” between the first part of Genesis and the rest of the Bible?

	The word “name” is found both in the Tower of Babel narrative (make a name for ourselves, Gen 11:4) and in the call of Abram (make your name great, Gen 12:2). What is the significance of that?

	What is is the connection between God’s covenant with Abraham in Gen 15 and Abraham’s call in Gen 12:1–3?

	What promises did God make to Abraham, and to what extent did Abraham see the fulfillment of these promises during his lifetime?

	In what way can we say that the turning point in the Jacob narrative is Gen 31?

	What was the purpose of Joseph’s coming to Egypt?

	To what extent were God’s promises to Abraham fulfilled at the end of the book of Genesis?

Conclusions
	The history of the nation of Israel starts with God’s promises to Abraham (Gen 12:1–3) about 2090 BC, while he was still in Mesopotamia.

	God promised Abraham a nation, land for this nation, a great name, and blessing on all people on earth through him.

	One main theme in Genesis is how God fulfilled parts of these promises through the narratives of the patriarchs of the three following generations: Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. But at the end of the book they are still only partly fulfilled. And their true fulfillment came only with Jesus Christ.

	Gen 12:1–3 can be understood as a turning point – not only in the biblical narrative, but also – in the history of mankind. Until then (as recorded in the first 11 chapters of Genesis) sin’s control over man and society had become stronger and stronger. But the call of Abraham is a new beginning, a “new creation”, as God begins his work of redemption, which will ultimately be fulfilled in Jesus Christ.

	The covenant that God made with Abraham in Gen 15 confirmed – and formalized – the promises that God had previously made to Abraham (Gen 12:1–3).

	The covenant that God made with Abraham (Gen 15:1–21) and the promises God made to him (see Gen 12:1–3; 17:1–27 and 22:1–19) were unconditional. There were no prerequisites. Their fulfillment was not dependent on any human merit. They were expressions of God’s grace. These were Abraham’s obligations:  He had to have faith in God; he had to be obedient to God’s directives; and he had to undergo circumcision (the sign of the covenant).

	Abraham trusted in God and believed that God would fulfill his covenantal promises – in spite of very little physical evidence during Abraham’s own lifetime, or even during the following three generations.

Think and discuss
	“The call of Abraham is also a pattern of the call that comes to all believers.” Explain this statement. Then see if it is true in your own life and in the life of the South Indian church.

	Consider Gen 12:1–3, 15:1–21, 17:1–27 and 22:1–19. Did the covenant God made with Abraham have any prerequisites? Did it have any obligations? Was the fulfillment of the promise dependent in any sense on human merit?

	Share in your group how this study has given you a better understanding of God’s interaction with the patriarchs as described in the narratives of Gen 12–50.

Prepare a Bible study
Use what you have learnt in this study to prepare a Bible study for your church called God’s promises to Abraham – and to us.
(Go to Genesis answers 26)
 

Exodus studies
Introduction to Exodus
Name
Exodus is the second book in the Pentateuch. The name “Exodus” is the Latin form of the Greek exodos. It comes from the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament and means “going out”. The Hebrew name of the book was taken from its first words “And these are the names” (Ex 1:1).
The book was not written as a separate book but as the second part of a bigger narrative that begins in Genesis, continues in Leviticus and Numbers, and ends in Deuteronomy. 
Setting and date
The Exodus narrative begins with a brief account of the Israelites sojourning in Egypt. They have increased greatly in number, which causes the Egyptian kings (the pharaohs) to oppress them. The oppression becomes gradually worse. Around 1526 BC a boy is born in a Levite family. He is miraculously raised in the Egyptian court and named Moses. Eighty years later (around 1446 BC according to the traditional view) God calls him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and bring them to the Promised Land. This important event in the history of the Israelites is called “the Exodus”. The pharaohs that ruled over Egypt during this period were probably Thutmose III and his son Amenhotep II.
The Israelites seems to have taken the southern route from Egypt along the west coast of the Sinai Peninsula until they reached Mount Sinai three months later (see the map The Exodus). They pitched camp at the foot of Mount Sinai, where God made a covenant with them, gave them the law and instructed Moses to build a Tabernacle, a tent housing the Ark of the Covenant. The Israelites stayed almost a year in the Mount Sinai area. As the book ends, the Israelites are still encamped at Mount Sinai.
Both Jews and Christians have traditionally claimed that Moses is the author of the book. This is supported by several statements in the book itself (for example 24:4). Moses must have written the book during the wilderness wanderings after the departure from Mount Sinai and before the arrival on the Plains of Moab 39 years later.
Literary style
Exodus contains various types of text. There are many narratives, for example: the Israelites in Egypt; Moses’ birth, early life and calling; the plagues; the first Passover; the crossing of the sea, the journey to Mount Sinai; the events at Mount Sinai; the making of the Tabernacle and its dedication; and the glory of the Lord filling the Tabernacle.
Large parts of the book consist of the instructions that God gave Moses, for example: about the plagues of Egypt; about the making of the Tabernacle and its furnishings; about the making of the Ark and the priestly garments; and about the consecration of the priests and the dedication of the Tabernacle. In fact, the expression “the Lord said to Moses” is found about 50 times in the book.
Exodus also contains two important sections of law. The Ten Commandments are found in chapter 20, and the Book of the Covenant in the following two chapters.
Finally, we must mention two interesting poetic texts: the song that Moses and the Israelites sang after crossing the Red Sea (15:1–18) and the shorter version of the same song sung by Moses’ sister Miriam (15:21).
The message of the book
Exodus is a very important book for our understanding of Old Testament theology and of the way in which God relates to his covenant people. 
In chapter 3, God reveals who he is by letting Moses know his “personal name”: “I AM WHO I AM” (3:14). And in chapter 6, he tells Moses more about himself: “I am the Lord. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty. But by my name the Lord I was not make myself known to them. I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, in which they lived as aliens” (Ex 6:2–4). Later on Mount Sinai, he shows himself to Moses and proclaims who he is: “‘The Lord, the Lord, a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger, abundant in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love to thousands, forgiving iniquity, rebellion and sin. Yet not clearing the guilty, but punishing the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation’” (Ex 34:6–7). There God gives Moses the stone tablets with the Ten Commandments. In Exodus, we also learn about God’s truthfulness and justice, his holiness and his mercy
God in control of history is another important truth found in Exodus. It is not the mighty pharaoh of Egypt who is in control of what happens, but the Lord of the Israelites. The Exodus event becomes the springboard for the fulfillment of the promise that God made to Abraham centuries earlier, the promise that his descendants would not only become numerous but that they would also take possession of the Promised Land. The later Old Testament texts repeatedly call attention to this crucial historical event.
Exodus also contains key texts for our understanding of biblical ethics. Here we find the Ten Commandments, which have formed the foundation for moral behavior of Jewish-Christian life ever since the days of Moses. But the source of these commandments is the Lord himself and his loving and merciful character, which the Israelites experienced through the events of the Passover, the Exodus and the Sinai covenant.
A large part of Leviticus is devoted to the Tabernacle. First God gives Moses detailed instructions about how to build it. Then the actual making of the Ark, the Tabernacle, its furnishings, and the garments of the priests are described, also in great detail. Finally the Tabernacle is dedicated and the Glory of the Lord fills it. The almighty and transcendent God of the universe comes to dwell in the midst of his people as they worship him in accordance with his instructions. Here we find a “theology of worship”. 
Moses plays a key role in the Exodus narratives. He is appointed by God to lead the Israelites from bondage in Egypt to the Promised Land. Moses is also chosen by God to be the mediator of the Sinai Covenant. In that role he points forward to Christ who is the final and perfect mediator between God and man. Moses is also the greatest prophet of the Old Testament as he stands in the gap between the Lord and the Israelites and speaks God’s truth to them. The establishment of the priesthood in Exodus is another pointer to Christ, the only high priest who is fitting for us, “one who is holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens” (Heb 7:26).
Content and structure
Exodus has three main sections: In the first section, we find the Israelites oppressed in Egypt. But as the result of the ten plagues that afflicts the country they are finally allowed to leave. Before their departure, they celebrate the first Passover. In the second section they miraculously cross the sea and journey from Egypt to Mount Sinai. The third section contains their almost one-year sojourn in the Mount Sinai area, where the Lord makes a covenant with them and gives them the law. There the Tabernacle is built in accordance with God’s detailed instructions.
The book can also be structured like this:
	Oppression in Egypt, the Exodus and the journey to Mount Sinai, 1:1–18:27

a.Oppression; Moses’ call, 1:1–6:27
b.The plagues; the Passover, 6:28–13:16
c.The Exodus and the crossing of the sea, 13:17–15:21
d.The journey to Mount Sinai, 15:22–18:27 
	The covenant at Mount Sinai, 19:1–24:18

a.God reveals himself to Moses on Mount Sinai, 19:1–25
b.The Ten Commandments, 20:1–21
c.The Book of the Covenant and the covenant confirmed, 20:22–24:18
	Instructions about the building of the Tabernacle, 25:1–31:18

a.Instructions about offerings for the Tabernacle; about the making of the Ark, the Tabernacle with its furnishings, and the priestly garments; and about the consecration of the priests, 25:1–31:11
b.The Sabbath, 31:12–18
	The covenant broken and renewed, 32:1–34:35

a.The golden calf, 32:1–35
b.God’s presence, 33:1–23
c.The covenant renewed, 34:1–35:3
	The making of the Tabernacle and its dedication, 35:4–40:38

a.The making of the Tabernacle with its furnishings, of the Ark, and of the priestly garments, 35:4–39:43
b.The Tabernacle completed; its dedication and the glory of the Lord, 40:1–38
Questions
	Where does the English name of the book come from and why this name?

	Exodus has basically three geographical settings. Which are they?

	When did the events recorded in Exodus take place?

	Which are the two dominant types of text in Exodus?

	Summarize the message of Exodus in a few points. Don’t give any details.

	List some key words that characterize God in Exodus.

	Exodus can be divided into three sections. In which section do we find the following events?

a.The golden calf
b.The Passover
c.The crossing of the sea
d.Instructions about the Sabbath
e.The description of the ten plagues
f.The Ten Commandments
g.Moses’ call
h.The building of the Tabernacle￼[image: Thutmose III Amenhotep II The pharaohs that ruled over Egypt during this period were probably Thutmose III and his son Amenhotep II]
 
(Go to Introduction to Exodus answers)
Exodus study 1: The Israelites oppressed
Introduction
The book of Exodus begins with a small number of Israelites in Egypt, seventy persons plus Joseph’s family (a total of 75 according to some text versions; other text versions have a total of 70). But after the death of Joseph and his generation the population explosion was remarkable: “The children of Israel were fruitful and increased and multiplied greatly. They became exceedingly so numerous that the land was filled with them” (Ex 1:7). Then a king came into power in Egypt who was not happy with the multitude of Israelites, so he oppressed them and worked them ruthlessly and made their lives bitter with hard labor. The king also ordered the Hebrew midwives to kill all the boys that were born and only let the girls live. But the midwives did not follow the king’s orders, and the number of Israelites grew even more.
Read 
Ex 1:1–22
Comments
the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob (v 1): God had given Jacob a new name, Israel (see Gen 32:28). So in this verse “Israel” and “Jacob” refer to the same person.
the land (v 7): This refers to Goshen where the Israelites lived, not the whole country of Egypt.
Hebrew (v 15): This term was used by non-Israelites (often in a negative sense) about Israelites (compare “Abram the Hebrew”, Gen 14:13).
Questions
	Why was the new king in Egypt not happy that the Israelites were so many?

	List the actions the Egyptian rulers took to limit the dramatic growth of the Israelite population.

	In what way was God kind to the midwives?

Think and discuss
	The events recorded in this chapter took place over a long time period. How does the text reveal that to us?

	How do you evaluate the behavior of the Hebrew midwives? 

	Would you have done the same thing? Why – why not?

	What can we as South Indian Christian believers learn today from this passage?

(Go to Exodus answers 1)
 
Exodus study 2: Moses and his escape to Midian
Introduction
When Moses was born, his mother hid him for three months. Then she made a basket for him and put it among the reeds of the river Nile. Moses’ sister watched the basket. Pharaoh’s daughter came down to the river to bathe and saw the basket and found the baby. She realized that he was a Hebrew boy. Later she adopted him as her son. 
After he had grown up, Moses one day saw an Egyptian man beating a Hebrew man. Moses got angry and killed him. When Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in the land of Midian (Ex 2:15). Moses stayed a long time in Midian. The king in Egypt died, but the conditions for the Israelites did not improve. The Israelites groaned under their slavery and cried out. Their cry because of their slavery went up to God (Ex 2:23). God heard them and remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Read 
Ex 2:1–25
Comments
papyrus basket ... reeds (v 3): In the Hebrew text all these three words are of Egyptian origin. Papyrus is a large reed that grows plentiful along the Nile River. It was used for many different purposes: large boats, chests and baskets, and especially a kind of “paper” to write on. The Hebrew word for “basket” is only used here and in the story about Noah’s boat (the ark). The word for “reed” is also found in the name for the sea that the Israelites crossed after the Exodus, the Sea of Reeds (Ex 15:4, usually called the Red Sea in our translations).
his sister (v 4): Later we are told that her name was Miriam (Ex 15:20).
Moses (v 10): This name means “born” or “drawn out” in Egyptian. It is also similar to the Hebrew expression “to draw out”.
Moses had grown up (v 11): According to Jewish tradition (see also Acts 7:23) Moses was 40 years old at this time. 
Midian (v 15): This country had received its name after one of Abraham’s younger sons (see Gen 25:2). It was situated north of the Red Sea in southeastern Sinai and western Arabia. Moses lived in Midian for 40 years (see Acts 7:29–30); compare “after a long time” (Ex 2:23). See the map The Exodus, where Midian is found east of the Sinai Peninsula and north of the Red Sea.
Reuel (v 18): The name means “friend of God”. He was a priest of Midian (v 16) and was also called Jethro (Ex 3:1). Jethro was probably his title as it means “his excellence”. 
Gershom (v 22): This name sounds similar to the Hebrew phrase “a stranger here”.
God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (v 24): See Gen 15:17–18 and 17:7 (God’s covenant with Abraham), Gen 17:19 and 26:24 (God’s covenant with Isaac) and Gen 35:11–12 (God’s covenant with Jacob).
Questions
	What Israelite tribe did Moses belong to?

	How did Pharaoh’s daughter find baby Moses?

	Who took care of Moses until he was adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter?

	What happened to the Egyptian man that Moses had killed?

	Why did Moses flee from Egypt?

	How did Moses find a wife in Midian?

	What happened during Moses’ long stay in Midian?

Think and discuss
	What role do women play in the first two chapters of Exodus?

	How do you think Moses felt during his 40 years in Midian?

	What can we as South Indian Christian believers today learn from this passage?

(Go to Exodus answers 2)
 
Exodus study 3: Moses and the burning bush
Introduction
In Midian Moses worked as a shepherd for his father-in-law. At one point he led the flock to the other side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush (Ex 3:1–2). God spoke to him from the bush. He said that he was the God of Moses’ forefathers, that he was concerned about the suffering of the Israelites in Egypt, and that wanted to deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey (Ex 3:8). God called Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 
Read 
Ex 3:1–22
Comments
Horeb (v 1): This mountain in the southeastern part of the Sinai Peninsula is also called Mount Sinai, see the map The Exodus.
the angel of the Lord (v 2): This expression signifies the appearance of the Lord (note that in v 4 it is made clear that God called to him). See also comment on Gen 16:7.
holy ground (v 5): It was God’s presence that made the ground holy.
land flowing with milk and honey (v 8): Canaan is often referred to in the Pentateuch as a “land of milk and honey”. Its pastures were good for the grazing of sheep and goats and therefore for milk production. They were also rich in flowers enjoyed by wild honeybees.
I AM WHO I AM ... I AM (v 14): The second expression is the short version of the first, the name by which God wanted to be known and worshiped in Israel. This name expresses God’s character as dependable and faithful. Jesus used the expression “I am” about himself, claiming to be God.
The Lord (v 15): The Kannada NIBV translation uses yehOvanu throughout the Old Testament. The Hebrew text uses the four consonants YHWH, which probably stood for Yahweh and means “he is”. It was not read out aloud because of its holiness. Instead the Jewish rabbis replaced it with Adonai, the Hebrew word for “lord”.
elders (v 16): The elders were heads of families and tribes. They served as judges, counselors and military leaders.
three days’ journey (v 18): This expression probably just means “a short journey”. The actual journey from Egypt to Mount Sinai took much more than three days.
you will not go empty-handed (v 21): Compare God’s promise to Abraham in Gen 15:14.
Questions
	Why was Moses surprised when he saw the burning bush?

	Why was Moses told to take off his sandals?

	Why did Moses hide his face?

	Why was God concerned about the Israelites and what was his plan for them?

	What did God reveal about himself when he called Moses to bring the Israelites out of Egypt (Gen 3)? Make a list!

	How did God plan to use Moses?

	When Moses showed hesitance, God made a promise to him. What did God promise Moses?

	What was God’s sign to Moses that it was God who had sent him?

	What was God’s message to the elders of Israel concerning Moses?

Think and discuss
	Imagine that you are in Moses’ situation when God appeared to him on Horeb. How would you feel? How would you react? What would you say? What would be your understanding of God? Then write a poem (or a short testimony) about your experience.

	The second half of chapter 3 contains a prophetic message from God to the Israelites through Moses. Summarize this message in a few main points.

	Go through the list that you made when you answered question D 5. How many of these things (or very similar things) have you yourself experienced about God? Share your testimonies.

(Go to Exodus answers 3)
 
Exodus study 4: Moses returns to Egypt
Introduction
Moses was afraid that the people would not believe that God had called him. So God gave him three signs that would convince them. Even then Moses hesitated: “O Lord, I am not eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. For I am slow of speech and have a slow tongue” (Ex 4:10). Then God promised that he would help him speak and teach him what to say. Before Moses returned to Egypt, God revealed to him what was going to happen in order for Pharaoh to allow the people go.
Read 
Ex 4:1–31
Comments
his hand was leprous (v 6): The Hebrew word translated “leprosy” in our Bibles was used of various kinds of skin disease, not only of leprosy.
Aaron, your brother, the Levite (v 14): This is the first time that Moses’ brother Aaron is mentioned. He was born three years before Moses, so he was already a toddler when the Egyptian king ordered that all Israelite boy babies must be killed.
his wife and his sons (v 20): Zipporah was the name of Moses’ wife and his first son was called Gershom (Ex 2:22). We are not given the name of his second son Eliezer until in Ex 18:4.
Israel is my son, my firstborn (v 22): This metaphor means that God had a special relationship with the Israelites and that they belonged to him in a special way. In Hebrew the word son can be used in three ways: It can mean “son”. It can mean “male descendant” – son, grandson and so on. But it can also mean “child” and refer to both boys and girls.
kill your son, your firstborn (v 23): This statement points forward to the tenth and final plague over Egypt. 
the Lord … tried to kill him (v 24): The context shows that the reason why God wanted to kill Moses was that he had failed to circumcise his son. The fact that Zipporah acted so quickly indicates that it was perhaps her fault that Moses hadn’t done it earlier. 
Questions
	Which three signs did God promise Moses so that the Israelites would believe that God had sent him (Gen 4)?

	How did Moses react after God had promised to give him the three signs?

	Explain God’s argument as he tries to convince Moses in v 11–12.

	In what way would Moses’ brother Aaron be a help to him?

	How did Jethro react when Moses asked for permission to return to Egypt?

	Why was it safe for Moses to return to Egypt?

	What happened as Moses and his family journeyed from Midian to Egypt?

	Why did Aaron meet Moses at Horeb?

	How did the Israelites receive Moses and Aaron when they returned to Egypt?

Think and discuss
	God had a hard time convincing Moses to go and deliver the Israelites from Egypt. Moses was very reluctant to obey and he tried to get away from this responsibility five times. What does this reveal about Moses’ personality? How did God respond?

	Look again at Moses’ questions. What about you? Have you ever avoided obeying God’s call on your life by asking God or your pastor similar questions? Share your testimony.

	The strange story about Moses, Zipporah and the circumcision of their son confuses many readers. How do you interpret it in the light of God calling Moses into service?

(Go to Exodus answers 4)
 
Exodus study 5: Bricks without straw 
Introduction
Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and asked him to allow their people to hold a festival to God in the desert. But Pharaoh answered: “Who is the Lord, that I should listen to his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go” (Ex 5:2). Instead he gave orders that the Israelites must work even harder. The Israelites gave Moses and Aaron the blame for this. 
Read 
Ex 5:1–21
Comments
the Hebrews (v 3): This word refers to the Israelites, who spoke Hebrew.
into the wilderness to offer sacrifices (v 3): The Israelites could not offer sacrifices in Egypt, as the Egyptians would not allow the kind of sacrifices that God required (compare Ex 8:26).
the slave masters and the foremen (v 6): The slave masters were Egyptians. The foremen were the Israelites who supervised the actual work (see v 14–16).
straw (v 7): Straw was used in brick making to bind the clay and make the bricks stronger.
stench (v 21): This metaphor expresses something very negative and disgusting (see also 1 Sam 13:4; 2 Sam 10:6; 1 Chron 19:6).
Questions
	How did Pharaoh respond to the request that Moses and Aaron had to let the Israelites hold a festival to the Lord in the desert?

	How did Moses and Aaron describe their relationship with the Lord?

	What reason did Moses and Aaron give for the Israelites to offer sacrifices to the Lord in the desert?

	What reason did Pharaoh give to force the Israelites to work harder?

	In what way were the Israelites forced to work harder?

	How did the Israelite foremen suffer as a result of the harder work?

Think and discuss
	There was a basic difference between how Moses and Aaron related to the Lord and how Pharaoh related to him. Explain this difference. What can we learn from this fact for our own lives and ministries in South India today?

	How would you describe Pharaoh’s attitude in Ex 5? Is it reasonable or unreasonable? Give your own reasons for your verdict.

	The Israelite foremen came to Moses and Aaron and blamed them for the terrible situation. How do you interpret what they said (5:20–21)?

(Go to Exodus answers 5)
￼[image: A typical pharaoh]
Exodus study 6: God reminds Moses of his covenant
Introduction
When the Israelite foremen had come to Moses and Aaron with curses and accusations, Moses in his turn put the blame on God for the worsened situation. God then reminded Moses of his name, the Lord. He was God who knew the circumstances of the Israelites, and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He would deliver the Israelites from the yoke of the Egyptians and give them the land of Canaan (Ex 6:4). Moses reported this to the Israelites, but they did not listen to him because of their broken spirit and cruel bondage (Ex 6:9).
Read 
Ex 5:22–6:12
Comments
God Almighty (6:3): The Hebrew expression is el shaddai. The Greek translation of this Hebrew word means “all-powerful, almighty” (see also comment on Gen 17:1).
but by my name the Lord I was not known to them (6:3): This means that the patriarchs did not have a full understanding of God as the Redeemer of his people. Only after the Israelites had experienced the Exodus could they understand this truth. The Hebrew word “to know” implies “knowledge through experience”.
remembered (v 5): In the Old Testament this word not only refers to “remember” in the sense of “calling to mind”. It also expresses concern. God is concerned about the situation of the Israelites, and he is now planning to act on their behalf . As he remembers the covenant he will prove his faithful and steadfast love for his “firstborn son” (4:22), the Israelites.
with an outstretched arm (v 6): This is a metaphor for God’s great power demonstrated through his mighty acts on behalf of his people.
with great acts of judgment (v 6): There were two sides to God’s “great acts”: redemption for the Israelites and judgment for the Egyptians.
I swore with uplifted hand (v 8): The person who took an oath did so with his hand raised.
Questions
	Explain Moses’ accusations against God in 5:22–23?

	What do we learn about God and his relationship with the Israelites in 6:2–4?

	What did God promise the people of Israel (6:6–8)? Make a list.

	How did the Israelites respond, when Moses reported what God had told him?

	What excuse did Moses give, when God told him to go to Pharaoh with the message to let the Israelites go?

Think and discuss
	God uses the expression “I am the Lord” four times in Ex 6:2–8. Study how it is used. Note down your conclusions.

	God told Moses that he had “remembered” his covenant with Abraham and his descendants. What did that mean in the context of the Exodus story?

	What can we as South Indian Christian believers today learn from this study?

(Go to Exodus answers 6)
 
Exodus study 7: Aaron, Moses and the first plague
Introduction
Moses was still hesitant about delivering God’s message to Pharaoh. But God explained his plan again to Moses and Aaron, and finally they were convinced: Moses and Aaron did so. Just as the Lord had commanded them they did. Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three years old when they spoke to Pharaoh (Ex 7:6–7). The first plague over Egypt turned all the water in the country into blood. The Egyptian magicians did the same by their secret arts (Ex 7:22). 
Read 
Ex 6:28–7:24 
Comments
Aaron your brother will be your prophet (7:1): This means that Aaron would speak on behalf of Moses. He would be Moses’ “mouthpiece”.
great acts of judgment (v 4): The same expression was found in 6:6. See the comment there.
I stretch out my hand against Egypt (v 5): Compare “with an outstretched arm” in Ex 6:6 (compare comment on Gen 6:8).
snake (v 9–10): Many Pharaohs wore a snake (a cobra) made of metal on the front of their turban. This was a symbol of power. The Hebrew text uses another word for snake here than in 4:3.
wise men and … sorcerers (v 11): According to tradition there were two person who opposed Moses and Aaron. Their names were Jannes and Jambres. Paul mentions them in 2 Tim 3:8.
the Nile (v 18): Egypt was completely dependent on water from this large river for its survival. The Egyptians even worshiped it in the form of the god Hapi, pictured as a man with sagging breasts (as in the picture below). So this first plague could be interpreted as an attack on the Egyptian religion. The Hebrew Old Testament texts never use the name “Nile” but only call it “the River”.
Questions
	Moses still hesitated to approach Pharaoh with a message from God. What was his excuse this time? And how did God encourage him?

	How does God describe the Israelites in the beginning of this passage?

	What do we learn about Moses and Aaron in 7:6–7? What could be the significance of this information?

	How were the Egyptian wise men, sorcerers and magicians able to copy the first sign that Moses and Aaron performed before Pharaoh? In what way was Aaron’s sign superior?

	How did Pharaoh respond to the first sign?￼[image: Hapi the Nile god]

 
	In what way could the first plague be seen as an attack on the Egyptian religion?

	How did the Egyptian magicians react to the plague of blood? And how did Pharaoh react?

Think and discuss
	God’s “great acts” (6:6 and 7:3–4) have two sides to them, depending on your relationship with God. Explain how.

	Make a character study of Moses as he is described in the first six chapters of Exodus. First make a list of “bad character traits”. Then make a list of “good character traits”. Finally summarize your conclusion in one sentence.

(Go to Exodus answers 7)
Exodus study 8: Frogs, gnats and flies
Introduction
The second plague filled the whole country with frogs. But the magicians did the same by their secret arts. They also brought frogs up on the land of Egypt. This time Pharaoh at first decided to let the Israelites go, but later he changed his mind. When the third plague – gnats – struck the country, the magicians could not repeat it, so they told Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened and he would not listen to them, just as the Lord had said (Ex 8:19). The fourth plague consisted of swarms of flies. 
Read 
Ex 8:1–32
Comments
frogs (v 2): The Egyptians worshiped the frog (or the toad) in the form of the goddess Heqet (see the picture).
gnats (v 16): This word occurs five times in this passage. But it is only found here (and in the parallel passage Ps 105:31) in the Old Testament, so Bible scholars are not sure about what it refers to. Some have translated it “lice” (so Kannada NIBV), but most modern translations have “gnats” or “mosquitoes”.
the finger of God (v 19): This metaphor expresses that God’s miraculous powers are at work. Jesus drove out demons by the finger of God (Luk 11:20).
Questions
	How long time passed between the first two plagues?

	Pharaoh reacted differently to the second plague. How?

	What agreement did Moses and Pharaoh reach as a result of the second plague (the frogs)?

	Why did Pharaoh change his mind?

	How did the Egyptian magicians react to the third plague (the gnats)?

	What special sign did God perform in connection with the fourth plague (the flies)?

	Why didn’t Moses accept Pharaoh’s offer to allow the Israelites to offer sacrifices to God in Egypt? So what did they finally agree on?

	What was Moses’ “evaluation” of Pharaoh’s behavior? Was he right?

	How was the fourth plague (the flies) removed from the land?

Think and discuss
	In what way could the second plague (the frogs) be understood as an attack on the Egyptian religion?

	What is the significance of the additional “special sign” of the fourth plague (the flies)?

	There is one more additional feature in the story about the fourth plagues (the flies). What is that?

	What is your “evaluation” of Pharaoh’s behavior so far? 

(Go to Exodus answers 8)
￼[image: Heqet, the Egyptian frog god goddess]
Exodus study 9: On livestock, boils and hail
Introduction
The plagues over Egypt continued. The fifth plague brought the death of the livestock, but the Israelites were spared. Then came the plague of the boils, which seems to have affected the whole country. The seventh plague consisted of hail. The only place it did not hail was the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were (Ex 9:26). 
Read 
Ex 9:1–35
Comments
the hand of the Lord (9:3): This metaphor is similar in meaning to “the finger of God” (see 8:19).
your livestock in the field – on your horses and donkeys and camels and on your herds and your flocks (9:3): The Egyptians worshiped many deities who were depicted as animals or who had animal heads or attributes, for example the bull god Apis (Ex 32:4), the cow god Hathor, and the ram god Khnum.
boils (v 9): The Hebrew word means boils or skin sores (so in Kannada NIBV).
the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart (9:12): With the sixth plague (the boils) the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart is ascribed to God; this was foretold in 4:21 and 7:3. Until this point we have found that it was Pharaoh himself who had hardened his heart. 
9:16: Paul quotes this verse in Rom 9:17 with reference to God’s supremacy.
stretch out my hands (v 29): Statues of men praying with their hands upraised and spread out have been found at several archaeological sites in the Fertile Crescent. 
9:31–32 shows that plague of hail occurred in January or February when the flax and the barley were in bloom and when the wheat and the spelt had not yet come up. 
spelt (9:32): The Hebrew word refers to a kind of wheat, so kaDale of Kannada NIBV is not correct. Grains of spelt have been found in ancient Egyptian tombs. It is not as good a grain as wheat, but it grows well in poor and dry soil.
Questions
	Explain the significance of 9:5.

	Pharaoh sent men to investigate the results of the fifth plague (death on the livestock). What was the result of their investigation?

	Where did the boils come from?

	How do you understand God’s message to Pharaoh in 9:16?

	What were the effects of the hailstorm?

	The hailstorm made Pharaoh became aware of his spiritual condition for the first time. Explain how? What was the result of this new awareness?

Think and discuss
	In what way could the fifth plague (death on the livestock) be understood as an attack on the Egyptian religion?

	How would you interpret 9:12?

(Go to Exodus answers 9)￼[image: Khnum the ram god Apis the bull god Hathor the cow goddess Three Egyptian deities:]
Exodus study 10: Locusts and darkness
Introduction
The following two plagues (the eighth and the ninth, locusts and darkness) made Pharaoh afraid. Again he realized that he had sinned. But as soon as a plague subsided, he changed his mind. The Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let the Israelites go. Finally Pharaoh told Moses to get out of his sight.
Read 
Ex 10:1–29
Comments
that you may tell your children and grandchildren (10:2): It was to become one of the key features of the religious life of the Israelites that each generation reminded the next generation about the Lord’s miraculous redemption of their forefathers from bondage in Egypt (see for example Deut 4:9; Ps 77:11–20; 78:4–6, 43–53; 105:26–38; 106:7–12; 114:1–3; 135:8–9; 136:10–15).
locusts (10:4): Swarms of migratory locusts could come and quickly destroy all vegetation. They were so feared by people in ancient times that “locusts” was used metaphorically for “judgment”.
the Red Sea (10:19): The Hebrew name is yam suph, which means  “Sea of Reeds”. 
darkness (10:21): Darkness was yet another insult to the religious sentiment of the Egyptians, who worshiped the sun in the form of Ra (see picture below), one of their principal gods (see the picture with Ra carrying the sundial encircled by a cobra on his head).
Questions
	God’s word to Pharaoh in Ex 10:3 (“How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me?”) explains perhaps the main reason why God sent the plagues over Egypt. Explain this statement.

	What was the result of the plague of locusts?

	When Moses announced the eighth plague (the locusts), the Egyptian officials seem to have had enough. What advice did they give Pharaoh? What did Pharaoh decide?

	In what way could the ninth plague (darkness) be understood as an attack on the Egyptian religion?￼[image: Ra the Egyptian sun god]

 
	When the ninth plague (darkness) had struck, Pharaoh decided to let all the Israelites (including women and children) go – but on one condition. What was that condition?

Think and discuss
	Explain the irony in verse 7 and verse 10.

	What can we as South Indian Christian believers today learn from Pharaoh’s lack of humility?

	Make a character study of Moses as he is described in chapters 7–10. Explain how he has changed since your previous study of him (based on chapters 2–6, see Exodus study 7: Aaron, Moses and the first plague).

	There are three main “actors” (apart from the Lord himself) in these accounts of the nine first plagues over Egypt:

a.Moses and Aaron
b.Pharaoh and his officials
c.The Israelites
These three “actors” must have experienced and interpreted the events from three very different perspectives. Take turns, choose one perspective and retell the story (or part of the story) from that perspective. Try to hold on to the perspective you have chosen. It is easier if you speak in the first person, for example: “I am Pharaoh. Many years ago terrible things happened in my country Egypt. In those days a very large and very strange group of foreigners  – called the Hebrews – lived as slaves in our country. They were lazy and stubborn people…”
(Go to Exodus answers 10)
 
Exodus study 11: The tenth plague, the Passover, and the Exodus
Introduction
God said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on Egypt. Afterwards, he will let you go. And when he does, he will thrust you out altogether (Ex 11:1). Moses informed Pharaoh about the tenth plague – the death of every firstborn Egyptian son – and afterwards he, in hot anger, left Pharaoh. God gave Moses and Aaron instructions about how the Israelites must prepare for the Passover, when the Lord would pass over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spare their homes when he struck down the Egyptians. At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt. During that same night Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and told the Israelites to leave and to take their flocks and herds with them. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. The time that the Israelites lived in Egypt was 430 years (Ex 12:40). God then told Moses to consecrate every firstborn male and to commemorate this day of delivery from Egypt – even in days to come.
Read 
Ex 11:1–13:2
Comments
Moses said (11:4): Moses was still speaking to Pharaoh (see v 8). So this verse carries on the story from 10:29.
This month will for you be the first month of your year (12:2): The reason for this new calendar was to indicate that the Passover and the Exodus signified some-thing new in the religious life of the Israelites. The ancient Israelites used two calendars until after the Babylonian exile: The religious calendar started in March–April during which the Passover feast was celebrated. The agricultural (or civil) calendar started in September–October when wheat and barley were sown. In present-day Judaism only the second calendar is used.
without blemish (12:5): Peter applies this expression on Jesus in 1 Pet 1:19 (the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish).
blood (12:7): Blood symbolizes a sacrifice offered to substitute one life for another life. 
bitter herbs (12:8): These were eaten in remembrance the the bitter years of slavery in Egypt (compare Ex 1:14).
unleavened bread (12:8): This symbolized the haste with which the Israelites had to leave Egypt (see v 11, 39).
Passover (12:11): The name for the feast comes from the Lord “passing by” or “passing over” the houses of the Israelites (who had put blood from the sacrificial lamb on the top and on both sides of the doorframe), as every firstborn male was killed in the country (see v 13, 23 and 27).
The blood will be a sign for you (12:13): Previously the plagues had been signs of God’s judgment on Egypt. Now the blood on the doorframe would be a sign of God’s merciful salvation of Israel. 
must be cut off from Israel (12 15): This was done by the execution of the offender (see Ex 31:14). 
the Feast of the Unleavened Bread (12:17): This feast began with the Passover meal and continued for seven days.
observe this day throughout your generations as a perpetual ordinance (12:17): The Israelites obeyed this command (see for example Num 9:1–5; Josh 5:10; Ezra 6:19–22 and Luk 2:41–42). Jesus celebrated it with his disciples before he was arrested and crucified on Good Friday. Even today Jews all over the world celebrate this Passover feast.
the Passover lamb (12:21): Paul uses this expression about Jesus, who is our Passover lamb (1 Cor 5:7).
hyssop (12:22): Bible scholars are not sure which plant this word refers to.
destroyer (12:23): This expression refers to an angel of the Lord who executes God’s will. 
when your children ask you, “What do you mean by this observance?”(12:26): Even as the Passover meal is celebrated in Jewish homes today, one of the children will ask this question.
from Rameses to Succoth (12:37): See the map The Exodus.
you must not break any of its bones (12:46): See also Num 9:12; compare John 19:31–36, where Ps 34:20 is quoted with reference to Jesus: “These things happened so that the scripture might be fulfilled: ‘None of his bones will be broken’” (John 19:36)
Consecrate to me all the firstborn (13:2): Compare Ex 4:22 and 12:12–13. This ordination was kept by the Jews even in New Testament times: Jesus was Mary’s firstborn son, so Joseph and Mary took him to the temple in Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord (see Luk 2:7, 22–23, where Ex 13:2 is quoted).
Questions
	How was the Passover meal to be prepared and eaten? Make a list.

	What did the Israelites get from the Egyptians before they left Egypt?

	What do we learn about those who left Egypt?

	Who were not allowed to eat of the Passover lamb? What would have been the reason for this rule?

Think and discuss
	Why do you think that the death of the firstborn would be considered the ultimate disaster by the Egyptians?

	God said that he would bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt during the Passover night (Ex 12:12). What do you think that refers to?

	Why do you think God told Moses to consecrate to him every firstborn male?

	Reflect on Jesus and his sacrificial death in the light of this study. Write down some of your main points.

(Go to Exodus answers 11)
 
Exodus study 12: Promises to Abraham
Introduction
In the book of Exodus we can follow the progress of the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham. Their true fulfillment will, of course, only come with Jesus in the New Testament.
We will use the chart Promises to Abraham to study what happens in Exodus.
Questions
	Make a list of God’s promises to Abraham as found in:

a.Gen 12:2–3
b.Gen 12:7
c.Gen 13:14–17
	How does the chart reflect these promises?

	How would you interpret the two lower levels of the chart?

	To what extent have God’s promises to Abraham been fulfilled so far in the book of Exodus?￼[image: Promises to Abraham]

 
(Go to Exodus answers 12)
 
Exodus study 13: Crossing the sea
Introduction
When the Israelites left Egypt, Moses took the bones of Joseph with him. Before he died, Joseph had made the people promise him that they would do so. Like his father Jacob before him, Joseph had been embalmed according to the custom of the Egyptians. 
God led the people onwards in a miraculous way: The Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud, to lead them on their way, and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night (Ex 13:21). Again Pharaoh changed his mind, and he pursued the Israelites with horses and chariots and troops. As the Egyptians approached, the Israelites started blaming Moses for their desperate situation. Moses told them not to be afraid and that they should stand firm: “The Lord will fight for you, and you must be still” (Ex 14:14). God then told Moses to order the people to move on and to raise his staff and divide the water. That night the Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided. The Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. When the Egyptians followed them into the sea, God brought confusion over them and broke their chariots. Then at daybreak he told Moses to stretch out his hand again over the sea and the water returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen, the entire army of Pharaoh that had gone after the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. But the Israelites had walked through the sea on dry ground. That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians. 
Read 
Ex 13:17–14:31
Comments
through land of the Philistine (13:17): This was the nearest and most common route from Egypt to Palestine. It led first east from Goshen, then north along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. The first part of it was heavily guarded by Egyptian fortresses, and the last part led through areas ruled by the hostile Philistines. See the map The Exodus.
the road by the wilderness (13:18): This road was much longer and led southeast along the western coast of the Sinai Peninsula. See the map The Exodus.
prepared for battle (13:18): The Israelites couldn’t have been heavily armed considering that they had just come out of slavery. So their arms probably consisted of spears, slings, and bows and arrows.
the bones of Joseph ... an oath (13:19): See Gen 50:24–25.
Succoth … Etham (13:20): The Exodus began at Rameses in the Nile Delta (see 12:27). From there the Israelites journeyed south to Succoth (see the map The Exodus). The exact location of Etham is not known, but it was on the edge of the desert.
pillar of cloud ... pillar of fire (13:21): These were manifestations of God’s presence with the Israelites and through them God led his people on their journey. The pillar of cloud is closely connected with the angel of the Lord in 14:19. 
Pi Hahiroth ... Baal Zephon ... Migdol ... (14:2): The exact location of these places is unknown. Migdol means “watchtower”.
know that I am the Lord (14:4): The Hebrew word “know” implies “knowledge through experience”. The Egyptians undoubtedly experienced the power of God as they perished in the sea.
camped by the sea (14:9): The full name in Hebrew of this sea is yam suph (this we understand from Ex 13:18 and 15:4, 22). It means “sea of reeds”. The traditional English translation (also reflected in the Kannada NIBV) is the Red Sea, which is the modern name for the water body between Africa and Arabia The context of the Exodus story shows that the crossing of the sea must have taken place north of the Red Sea – somewhere in the area east and southeast of the Nile Delta and Goshen where the Israelites had lived. In those days there were several large lakes there. The building of the Suez Canal in 1869 totally changed the topography of the whole area. See also the map The Exodus.
Questions
	Why did God lead the Israelites by the wilderness road and not along nearest road to Palestine?

	Why did Pharaoh change his mind about having let the Israelites go?

	How is Pharaoh’s change of mind described from God’s point of view? 

	What happened with the pillar of cloud during the night before the people crossed the sea?

	How did the Israelites react when they saw what God had done to the Egyptians?

	How did God “gain glory” through what happened at the crossing of the sea?

Think and discuss
	Describe the changes in the state of mind (the mood) of the Israelites in this study. Note down your observations.

	What picture do we get of Moses in this study?

	In Ex 14 we see God at work in miraculous ways as the Israelites cross the Red Sea and as Pharaoh’s army is destroyed in the water. Retell the events from the perspective of one of the men in the Israelite community (what he saw, what he heard, what Moses reported about God’s guidance, what actually happened, and so on). Tell it in the first person: “This is what happened after we had left Egypt. First we traveled from Rameses to Succoth. We were about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides women and children. There were also a lot of other people who left Egypt with us. Now we were finally on our way to the Promised Land! But our great leader Moses wouldn’t take us the direct route to Canaan through Philistine country. God had told him that the Philistines might wage war against us. Then we would lose heart and return to Egypt. So instead Moses lead us south into the desert…”

(Go to Exodus answers 13)
 
Exodus study 14: The songs of Moses and Miriam
Introduction
In Ex 15 we find two songs that exalt God for what he did when he saved the Israelites from the Egyptians. The first song is sung by Moses and the Israelites (v 1). The second song Miriam sang to them (v 21).
Read 
Ex 15:1–21
Comments
15:1–18: This is a song (v 1) or a hymn. It is written in poetic form in Hebrew. The English NIV translation shows the text as poetry, but not the Kannada NIBV. Miriam’s short song (15:21) is also in poetic form.
The horse and its rider he has thrown into the sea (v 1): In this sentence we find figures of speech – a metaphor that is also an anthropomorphism. It is a metaphor because it gives us a picture of what literally happened: The Egyptian horsemen and chariots followed the Israelites into the dried up sea. And as the wind ceased and the water came back, they all drowned. It is an anthropomorphism because God is pictured in human form as a mighty man who throws the Egyptians into to sea. We also find a third figure of speech in the expression “the horse and its rider”: one horse and one rider represents the whole Egyptian army with all its riders, horses and chariots. This figure of speech can be called “synecdoche”.
the people you have redeemed (v 13): This refers to the Exodus event, when the Lord brought out (or “redeemed”) the Israelites from Egypt.
your holy abode (v 13): This refers to the Promised Land as a place where the Lord himself would be present with his people in a special way in the Jerusalem temple on Mount Zion.
the mountain of your inheritance … the place, O Lord, you made for yourself to dwell in … the sanctuary, O Lord, your hands have established (v 17): These three expressions refer to the Promised Land, or more specifically to Jerusalem and its temple on Mount Zion (see also “your holy dwelling” in the previous comment). In addition, these expressions point forward to God’s universal rule and his everlasting reign.
Miriam, the prophetess, Aaron’s sister (v 20): Miriam was Aaron’s and Moses’ older sister. She must have been the unnamed sister mentioned in connection with Moses in the basket (Ex 2:4–7). Her prophetic gift is referred to in Num 12:1–2.
Questions
	The song of Moses (v 1–18) can be divided into two main parts. How?

	Explain the following statements with your own words:

a.The Lord is my strength and my song: He has become my salvation (v 2)
b.Who is like you among the gods, O Lord? Who is like you – majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, doing wonders? (v 11)
	Hebrew poetry makes extensive use of synonymous words and expressions. That they are “synonymous” means that they have more or less the same meaning. Give some examples of this from the song of Moses (v 1–18).

Think and discuss
	Study the song of Moses (Ex 15:1–18) and Miriam’s song (15:21):

a.Explain some of the metaphors.
b.Note down some anthropomorphisms.
c.Give some examples of parallelism. Explain them. You may find this easier of you use the Kannada JV translation where the text is arranged in poetic form.
d.How do you understand the relationship between these two songs?
	What picture of God do we find in the song of Moses (Ex 15:1–18)?

	Reflect on your own life in the light of yours answer to the previous question. To what extent have you experienced these aspects of God in your own life? Share your testimonies.

(Go to Exodus answers 14)
 
Exodus study 15: Into the desert
Introduction
After having crossed the sea the Israelites traveled south into the desert. There they faced problems with water. When they came to Marah they found that the water there was bitter. God showed Moses a piece of wood, which he threw into the water and it became sweet. At Marah the Lord made a decree. “He said, ‘If you will carefully listen to the voice of the Lord your God, and will do that which is right in his eyes, and will pay attention to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you, which I have put on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord who heals you.’” (Ex 15:26). 
Some time later the Israelites reached the Desert of Sin. There they grumbled and wished that God had let them die in Egypt, where there was plenty of food, instead of starving them to death in the desert. “The Lord spoke to Moses, ‘I have heard the murmurings of the Israelites. Speak to them, ‘At evening you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God’” (Ex 16:11–12). That evening quail came and lay around the camp (Ex 16:13) and in the morning bread covered the ground like dew. “The people of Israel called the bread manna. It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers with honey” (Ex 16:31). “The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land. They ate manna until they came to the borders of Canaan” (Ex 16:35). 
Read 
Ex 15:22–16:36
Comments
the Desert of Shur (15:22): This desert was situated just east of Egypt in the northeastern part of the Sinai Peninsula (see the map The Exodus). The Hebrew word shur means “fortress wall”.
Marah (15:23): This word means “bitterness” or “bitter” in Hebrew.
for I am the Lord, who heals you (15:26): The Hebrew expression is YHWH rapha. 
Elim (15:27): Elim was a short distance southeast of Marah. The name probably refers to some kind of trees.
the Desert of Sin (16:1): So the Israelites continued their journey in a south-easterly direction towards Mount Sinai.
on the fifteenth day of the second month (16:1): This was exactly one month after the Exodus.
the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud (16:10): Compare Ex 24:15–17
omer (16:16): One omer was probably about 2 liters.
Sabbath (16:23): This is the first time the word Sabbath occurs in the Bible (but compare Gen 2:2–3, where is says that on the seventh day God rested from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy). The Hebrew word means “to rest”.
manna (16:31): man means “What is it?” in Hebrew.
before the Testimony (16:34): This points forward to the Ark of the Covenant, which was also called the “Testimony” because it contained the two stone tablets with the Ten Commandments. The Kannada NIBV translation has misunderstood the Hebrew expression.
Questions
	What did the Israelites do when they found that the water at Marah was bitter?

	Where did the Israelites camp after they had left Marah?

	Why were the Israelites told to gather twice as much manna on the sixth day?

	What reason did God give Moses for providing meat and bread for the Israelites in the desert?

	The story about the Israelites and the manna contains two cases of dis-obedience. Explain how?

Think and discuss
	How do you understand the sentence “There the Lord made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there he tested them” (15:25, second half) in the context of the Israelites at Marah?

	In question 5 above, we looked at two cases of disobedience in connection with the manna. It seems as if “trust” in these two cases could be seen as the opposite of  “disobedience”. Explain how.

(Go to Exodus answers 15)
Exodus study 16: Water and Amalekites
Introduction
The journey of the Israelites continued from the Desert of Sin to Rephidim. But there they did not find any water, so again the people complained to Moses and quarreled with him. Moses turned to God who told him to strike on the rock with his staff and water would come out of it for the people to drink. 
A desert people called Amalekites attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. Moses told Joshua to choose a group of men and fight the enemy, while Moses, Aaron and Hur stood at the top of the hill. As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites prevailed, but when he lowered his hands, the Amalekites prevailed (Ex 17:11). By sunset Joshua had finally won the battle. Moses built an altar and called it “The Lord is my Banner” (Ex 17:15). 
Read 
Ex 17:1–16
Comments
Rephidim … Massah … Meribah (v 1, 7): The exact location of this place is not known. Rephidim could mean “plains” or “resting place” in Hebrew. Massah means “testing” and Meribah “quarreling”. Note that there was another place also called Meribah in the vicinity of Kadesh Barnea (see Num 20:1–13; Deut 32:51).
Amalekites (v 8): This was a nomadic people living mainly in the southernmost part of Canaan, the Negev.
Joshua (v 9): This is the first reference to Joshua, who later became Moses’ assistant and successor.
Hur (v 10): Moses later put him and Aaron in charge of disputes among the Israelites while Moses and Joshua went up on Mount Sinai (Ex 24:13–14). He may also have been the same person as Hur the grandfather of Bezalel, who was one of the chief craftsmen in charge of making the Tabernacle and its furnishings (Ex 31:1–11).
held up his hands (v 11): This symbolized the Israelites’ appeal to God for his help in the battle.
write this down for a memorial (v 14): In those days events were written down on scrolls, long strips of leather or papyrus prepared so that it could be written on. The text was written in columns, and then the scroll was rolled up. Books, as we know them, were not used until the Christian era.
The Lord is my Banner (v 15): The Hebrew expression is YHWH nes. The “banner” was probably a reference to Moses’ uplifted hands. It testified to the power that God revealed as he defended his people against the Amalekites.
Questions
	What was the place called where God made water come out of the rock?

	In what way had the Israelites tested the Lord at Massah (“testing”)?

	What did Aaron and Hur do when Moses’ hands grew tired during the battle against the Amalekites?

	What did God tell Moses to write after the battle against the Amalekites?

Think and discuss
	In the previous study we saw how God provided fresh water, health and food for the Israelites in the desert. And in this study we have seen how God again provided water for them. Then he gave them victory over attacking enemies. What about you? Share how God has provided for your needs in the past, perhaps even in miraculous ways.

	The Israelites in the desert were grumblers. They grumbled against Moses and against God. 

a.Do you have problems with grumbling? In what way? What do you grumble about? Share in your groups. 
b.Grumbling and negative attitudes are common problems in many churches all over the world, also in South India. Give examples. What can be done to address negative attitudes among God’s people in South India? Share your suggestions in your groups.
(Go to Exodus answers 16)
 
Exodus study 17: Jethro visits Moses
Introduction
Moses’ father-in-law Jethro (also called Reuel) came together with Moses’ family to visit the people of Israel in the desert. Jethro was really surprised when he saw Moses sit and serve as judge for the people from morning till evening, so he asked him: “What is this thing you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, while all these people stand around you from morning till evening?” (Ex 18:14). Then he told Moses that what he was doing was not good. Instead Moses should delegate most of his work to judges who could take care of all ordinary judicial matters. Only then would Moses be able to handle his workload. In addition, the people would be happy to have their issues settled quickly.
Read 
Ex 18:1–27
Comments
Gershom … Eliezer (v 3–4): Gershom sounds like the Hebrew expression “a stranger here” (see also 2:22). This is the first time we come across the name of Moses second son, Eliezer. His name means “God is help”, and it was a common name in Old Testament times. In Genesis there is one “Eliezer of Damascus”, Abraham’s chief servant.
the mountain of God (v 5): Mount Sinai
to eat bread with (v 12): Eating food together was an expression of friendship.
to inquire of God (v 15): The people came to Moses to find God’s guidance and to have matters settled.
Questions
	Describe the meeting between Jethro and Moses.

	What did Moses’ father-in-law Jethro realize after Moses had told him about the Exodus event?

	What did Moses answer when his father-in-law asked him why he was alone giving the people advice from morning till evening?

	What was Jethro’s criticism of the way in which Moses had arranged his work?

	What were Jethro’s suggestions how Moses’ work could be restructured?

	How did Moses respond to the advice of his father-in-law?

Think and discuss
	Why do you think Jethro came to visit Moses in the desert?

	This story shows that Jethro was not only a wise person. He was also God-fearing. Explain how.

	Ex 18 contains great lessons about leadership. We find two important leadership issues addressed:

a.Delegation: Make a list of the most important points.
b.Leadership qualifications: Make a list of Jethro’s suggestions.
	Look at yourself and your own church in the light of your answers to the previous question.

(Go to Exodus answers 17)
 
Exodus study 18: At Mount Sinai
Introduction
Three months after they had left Egypt, the Israelites arrived in the Desert of Sinai and they camped there in front of the mountain (Ex 19:2). This is the location for the rest of the book of Exodus. 
It is difficult to follow the order of the events in this part of Exodus (chapter 19–31). A careful reading of the text shows that Moses went up on Mount Sinai several times (look up the references in your Bibles):
	Moses goes up on the mountain and receives a message from the Lord to the people. He goes down, calls the elders and delivers the message from the Lord. The Israelites promise to obey God (19:3–8 first half).

	Moses returns to the Lord on the mountain. The Lord tells him that he will come in a dense cloud and speak so that the people will hear him. Moses reports what the people have promised. The Lord gives Moses instructions about the consecration of the people as preparation for his appearance on the third day. Moses goes down from the mountain (19:8 second half–14 first half).

	The people are consecrated. On the morning of the third day the Lord appears in a thundercloud over the mountain and with a loud trumpet blast. Moses goes up to meet the Lord on the mountain. The Lord tells him to go down and warn the people and to bring Aaron back up with him. Moses goes down and tells the people (19:14 second half–25).

The first part of chapter 20 contains The Ten Commandments. They are introduced like this: “Then God spoke all these words” (20:1). But it is not clear when God spoke these words. Perhaps he gave them to Moses before he went down to warn the people. 
Immediately after The Ten Commandments, there is another mention of the thunder and lightning and the trembling and fear of the people. Moses comforts them (20:18–20).
	Moses approaches the thick cloud on the mountain. The Lord first speaks to him about not worshiping idols and about how to make altars (20:21–26). Then God continues with the Book of the Covenant (this name of the collection of laws is found in 24:7). Finally he promises to prepare the way for the Israelites to the Promised Land (chapters 21–23). After all these words from God, Moses must have gone down from the mountain. This fact it is not specifically mentioned in the text, but chapter 24 begins with the Lord telling Moses to come up onto the mountain and to take Aaron, his two sons and large group of Israelite leaders with him.

	But before Moses returns with all the Israelite leaders, the covenant is confirmed. Moses tells the people everything that God has told him. The people promise to follow the law. Moses writes down all that God has said. An altar is built, twelve stone pillars are raised, sacrifices are offered, the Book of the Covenant is read to the people and the blood of the covenant is sprinkled on the people (24:3–8). 

When all this has been done, Moses and the other leaders go up onto the mountain. There God reveals himself to them. The Lord invites Moses to come further up to receive the tablets of stone with the Ten Commandments. Moses stays on the mountain forty days and forty nights (24:1–2, 9–18).
During this long stay, Moses receives instructions about the Tabernacle with its furnishings, the priesthood and other ritual matters. Finally God gives him the two tablets of the Testimony, the Ten Commandments (25:1–31:18).
Chapter 32 contains the story about what happens in the Israelite camp during Moses absence: The people make and worship a golden calf. God wants to destroy them, but he relents as Moses pleads for them. Moses goes down from the mountain with the two stone tablets. When he sees the situation in the camp, he gets furious, throws and breaks the stone tablets, destroys the golden calf and blames Aaron for what has happened. 
	In chapter 34 Moses ascends the mountain one more time. There God reveals his glory to him and writes the Ten Commandments on two new stone tablets. Again Moses stays forty days and forty nights on Mount Sinai.

Read 
Exodus chapters 19–31. But don’t read these chapters too carefully. Just get an overview of the main contents so that you can answer the questions. You will go through these passages more in detail in the following four studies.
Comments
In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt (19:1): The Exodus took place in March–April. So the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai in June–July that same year.
the wilderness of Sinai (19:11): This was in the southern part of the Sinai Peninsula (see the map The Exodus).
Question
Go through the six points in the Introduction above. As you do that, try to locate the various events in your own Bibles.
Think and discuss
	Compare 19:16–19 with 20:18–21. These passages seem to be very similar. It is possible that they refer to the same event? Give your reasons for and against that assumption.

	Let's us assume that these two passages refer to the same event. The con-sequence of that would be that the text in chapters 19–20 has not been written in complete chronological order. Would that be a problem for you? Explain why – why not.

	Study the “order of events” as presented in the Introduction above. Modify it so that 19:16–19 and 20:18–21 become variations of the same event. Clue: You must reduce the number of times that Moses went up on the mountain from six to five.

(Go to Exodus answers 18)
 
Exodus study 19: Moses on Mount Sinai
Introduction
Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain (Ex 19:3) and told him what to tell the Israelites. The people promised to do everything that God had told them. Then God told Moses that the people must consecrate themselves. “In the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud over the mountain, and the sound of an exceedingly loud trumpet. All the people in the camp trembled. Moses then led the people out of the camp to meet God. And they stood at the foot of the mountain” (Ex 19:16–17). The mountain was covered with smoke and trembled violently. The Lord descended on Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain (Ex 19:20). 
Read 
Ex 19:3–25
Comments
the house of Jacob ... the children of Israel (v 3): These expressions are synonymous. 
I bore you on eagles’ wings (v 4): This metaphor expresses God’s powerful and loving care for his people.
if ... then (v 5): Obedience and faithful trust are the conditions for God’s covenant promises.
kingdom of priests and a holy nation (v 6): Israel was to constitute God’s kingdom and serve him like consecrated priests. They were to be a holy nation in the sense that they were separated and different from all other nations. Peter alludes to this verse with reference to the Christian church: But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light (1 Pet 2:9).
set limits for the people around the mountain (v 12): This would keep the people safe, as the whole mountain would become holy because of God’s presence.
Abstain from sexual relations (v 15): This was a matter of ritual purity (see Lev 15:18), not because it would be something sinful.
declare it holy (v 23): Compare the story about the burning bush (Ex 3:5).
Questions
	List the points in God’s message for the Israelites through Moses in Ex 19:3–6.

	How were the Israelites informed about God’s message for them through Moses?

	What did Moses report back to God when he went up on the mountain the second time?

	How were the Israelites consecrated for the day when the Lord would come down on Mount Sinai?

	What would happen to those who came too close to the mountain?

	What were the physical signs of God’s holy presence on the mountain?

Think and discuss
	In Ex 19 we see God’s holiness manifested on Mount Sinai. Retell the events from the perspective of one of the men in the Israelite community (what he saw, what he heard, what Moses reported, what the Israelites promised, and so on). Tell it in the first person: “Three months after our departure from Egypt we finally arrived at Mount Sinai and camped at the foot of the mountain...”

	The modern Christian church (including the South Indian church) does not emphasize God’s holiness. Instead there is more focus on God’s love and grace – and perhaps on the holiness of the believers. Share about your own church and your own pastor and the teaching about God’s holiness (not the “holiness” of the believers!). Then comment on it in the light of Ex 19.

	What about you? How have you experienced – and how do you now experience – God’s holiness in your Christian life? Share in your groups.

(Go to Exodus answers 19)
 
Exodus study 20: Moses receives the law
Introduction
God had told Moses that the people had to consecrate themselves.  The mountain was covered with smoke and trembled violently. The Lord descended on Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain (Ex 19:20). “God spoke all these words” (Ex 20:1) to Moses and gave him what is called the Ten Commandments (or the Decalogue, “the ten words”, Ex 20:2–17). 
Afterward God instructed Moses about how to make altars and worship him with offerings (Ex 20:22–26). 
Then follows in Ex 21–23 what is called the Book of the Covenant (compare Ex 24:7). It contains laws on Hebrew slaves, on murder and injuries, on property damage, on social responsibilities, on justice, on Sabbaths, and on the three annual festivals. 
Read 
Ex 20:1–17; 20:22–23:19
Comments
words (20:1): This is a technical term for “covenant stipulations”. It was also used among other ancient nations in that area, for example the Hittites. The “words” recorded here (v 3–17) are called the Ten Commandments (see Ex 34:28; Deut 4:13; 10:4).
before me (20:3): This means that the Lord must be the only true God in Israel’s heart and life.
a jealous God (20:5): The Hebrew word for “jealous” is only used about God, never about people. It expresses God’s desire for exclusive relationship with his covenant people. The NIBV Kannada translation rOSha is misleading.
on the third and on the fourth generation (20:5): This expression should perhaps be understood in the context of the “extended families” of those days. Most households consisted of three or four generations.
those who hate me … those who love me (20:5–6): The word “hate” and “love” were technical terms in covenant documents. These phrases should be under-stood as “those who reject my covenant” and “those who are loyal to my covenant”.
make wrongful use of the name of the Lord (20:7): This means swearing falsely in God’s name.
the Sabbath day … holy (20:8): It means that it is consecrated. It is separated (and as a result different) from the other six days of the week.
Honor your father and your mother (20:12): Honoring your parents implied various things: showing them respect, praising them, obeying them, and caring for them.
the land which the Lord your God gives you (20:12): This refers to the Promised Land.
from heaven (20:22): This expression refers to God’s dwelling place. God actually spoke to Moses from the thick darkness on the top of Mount Sinai.
burnt offerings (20:24): See comment on Lev 1:3.
fellowship offerings (20:24): See comment on Lev 3:1.
you will defile it if you use a chisel on it (20:25): The reason for this is not clear to us today. But it probably had to do with imitating pagan practices.
be put to death (21:12): See also v 14. Deliberate murder could not be forgiven or atoned for during Old Testament times. This was also the case with several other sins (see for example v 15–17). 
thirty shekels of silver (21:32): This seems to have been the standard price for a slave. It is what Judas received for betraying Jesus (Matt 26:14–15).
Questions
	How does God introduce the Ten Commandments? What is the significance of this introduction?

	The people who received the Ten Commandment were the Israelites. How are they described? What is the significance of this description?

	Explain the contrast found in 20:5–6.

	Why is the Sabbath day holy?

	What is the promise attached to the commandment to honor one’s parents? 

	First write down the Ten Commandments as listed in Ex 20:3–17. Then memorize them.

	Evaluate the Ten Commandments in the light of Christian ethics. Which of these commandments are still valid for Christian believers? Which of these commandments do we not bother to follow? Which of the commandments do we consider not valid any longer? See also the first question under Think and discuss below.

	Agricultural land must lie fallow during the seventh year. What reason is given for that?

	No work must be done on the seventh day. What reason is given for that?

	Which were the three annual festivals?

	Go through the Book of the Covenant (Ex 21:2–23:19) and make two lists. The first list you call “Laws that we still follow”, the second list you call “Laws that we don’t follow today”. You don’t have to include all the laws that are mentioned.

Think and discuss
	Once again go through each of the Ten Commandments:

a.First explain what the commandment means. Use your own words as much as possible.
b.Then discuss the relevance of this commandment to your own South Indian church situation by answering questions like these: Do we follow this commandment? If yes, how do we follow it? If no, why don’t we follow it? What are the issues and difficulties involved with this commandment in our cultural and spiritual context? 
	In this study we have found that there is a basic difference between the Ten Commandments and the laws in the Book of the Covenant. 

a.Explain this difference
b.Explain the consequence of this difference for Christian believers today.
(Go to Exodus answers 20)
 
Exodus study 21: The law
Introduction
There are two aspects of the laws of the Sinai Covenant that we need to understand. The first one is the relationship between the Exodus event and the law. The second one, which was mentioned in the previous study, is the relationship between the Ten Commandments and the Book of the Covenant (here called the Covenant Code).
Questions
	Study the illustration called Redemption comes before the law below in the light of the Exodus event and the Sinai Covenant. Then note down your conclusions.

	Study the illustration called The Ten Commandments and the Covenant Code below. It is taken from a Bible college textbook. Then note down your conclusions.

￼[image: Redemption comes before the law]
[image: The Ten Commandments and the Covenant Code]
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Exodus study 22: God’s angel will prepare the way
Introduction
On Mount Sinai Moses received the Ten Commandments and the Book of the Covenant. Then God promised to send his angel ahead of the Israelites and bring them into the Promised Land. God would bless them and give them the land. But the Israelites must not make any covenant with the peoples of Canaan or let them live in the land. 
Read 
Ex 23:20–33
Comments
to the place which I have prepared (v 20): This expression refers to Canaan, the Promised Land.
my name is in him (v 21): This means the the angel is representing God and that God is present in the angel.
the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites and Jebusites (v 23): These were six of the nations living in the Promised Land. We find various lists of the Canaanite nations in the Pentateuch. Some contain only two names (Gen 13:7),  others three (Ex 23:28), five (Num 13:29), six (here), seven (Deut 7:1), ten (Gen 15:19–21) or twelve (Gen 10:15–18).
hornet (v 28): This large and aggressive insect seems to be used as a metaphor for “discouragement” or “pestilence”. The meaning is that God would intervene on behalf of his people in the conquest of the land.
the sea of the Philistines (v 31): This expression refers to the Mediterranean Sea. The Philistines lived along its western shores. The geographical name “Palestine”, which has been used for this geographical area since Roman times, is derived from the Philistines.
from the wilderness to the River (v 31): From the desert in northeastern Sinai to the Euphrates River
a snare (v 33): This is a metaphor for “a trap that will lead to destruction”.
Questions
	How is this passage structured and what is the theme of each part of the text?

	How are the Israelites to relate to the angel of the Lord?

	How should the Israelites relate to the religious practices of the people of Canaan?

	God promises a number of blessings if the Israelites are faithful to him. List the blessings.

	Why did God tell the Israelites not to let the peoples of Canaan live in the land?

	What do we learn about the extension of the Promised Land from this passage?

Think and discuss
	Study how God and the Israelites must work together in order for the Promised Land to be established as Israelite territory. Note down your conclusions.

	What can you learn from this for your own life and ministry? Note down your conclusions.

(Go to Exodus answers 22)
 
Exodus study 23: The covenant confirmed
Introduction
After Moses had received the Ten Commandments and the Book of the Covenant on Mount Sinai, he went down and informed the Israelites about the laws. The Israelites responded positively, and the covenant was confirmed.
Then Moses returned up on the mountain, this time together with a large group of Israelite leaders. There the Lord instructed Moses about how the Israelites should make a sanctuary through which God would dwell among them (Ex 25–31). God also reminded Moses about the Sabbaths.
“When the Lord had finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two tablets of the testimony, stone tablets written with the finger of God” (Ex 31:18).
Read 
Ex 24:1–18; 31:18
Comments
Nadab and Abihu (v 1): They were Aaron’s two oldest sons.
words … laws (v 3): The first expressions refers to the Ten Commandment, which are called “the ten words” in the Hebrew Bible. The second expression refers to the laws that were recorded in the Book of the Covenant (see v 7).
the Book of the Covenant (v 7): This is the first time this expression is used for the laws that Moses received from God on Mount Sinai (20:22–23:19; but perhaps it also included the Ten Commandments, 20:2–17 and the commandments found in 23:20–33). The expressions “the Book of the law” and “the Book of the Covenant” are used again later in the history of the Israelites. During the reign of king Josiah of Judah (640–609 BC), Hilkiah the high priest found “the Book of the law/Covenant” in the temple. The reading of the law lead to a renewal of the covenant (2 Kings 22–23).
He did not raise his hand against these leaders (24:11): This means that God did not destroy them.
they ate and drank (24:11): This was the covenant meal, probably celebrating the sealing of the covenant that is recorded earlier this passage.
the tablets of stone (v 12): See comment on 31:18 below.
instruction (v 12): This refers to to laws that the Lord was giving to the Israelites as his divine covenantal directives for them to follow.
the glory of the Lord (v 16): See comment on 13:21 (compare 16:10)
the two tablets of the testimony, stone tablets written with the finger of God (31:18): It was the practice of those days to have two copies of a covenant document, one for each party. Both tablets of the Sinai Covenant (God’s copy and the Israelite copy) were placed in the Ark of the Covenant, also called the Ark of the Testimony (as God had instructed Moses, 25:21). The Hebrew word for “testimony” is related to a Babylonian word that means “covenant stipulations”. The tablets contained the Ten Commandments (compare 34:28).
Questions
	How did the Israelites respond when they heard Moses’ report of what God had told him on the mountain?

	What did Moses do then?

	How was the covenant confirmed? Make a list.

	What could be the significance of “then”(not seen in all translations) in v 8?

	Who were allowed to come up onto the mountain with Moses? But what was the difference between them and Moses (v 1–2, 9, 12)?

	How did God reveal himself to Moses and the other leaders who came up on the mountain?

	Why did God ask Moses to come further up on the mountain?

	What do we find out about Joshua in chapter 24?

	How did the Israelites experience God’s presence on the mountain?

	What happened before God gave Moses the two stone tablets (31:18)?

	Why were the two stone tablets called “the two tablets of the testimony”?

Think and discuss
	Study how the blood from the sacrificed bulls are used in this passage. Note down your conclusions?

	How do you understand the statement, “But God did not raise his hand against the chief men of the Israelites” (v 11)?

(Go to Exodus answers 23)
Exodus study 24: The golden calf
Introduction
Moses stayed a long time on the mountain. The Israelites got impatient, so they made a bull calf idol, which they worshiped.
On the mountain, God told Moses about the apostasy of the people. He wanted to destroy them and instead make Moses into a great nation. But Moses pleaded with God on behalf of the Israelites. So the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he had threatened to bring on his people. 
Moses took the two tablets of stone and walked down from the mountain. When he and Joshua approached the Israelite camp, they saw the calf and the people dancing and shouting. Aaron explained to Moses what had happened. Moses ordered the Levites to take their swords and punish the people. About three thousand persons were killed that day. The next day Moses told the people that they had committed a great sin and that he would go up to the Lord to try to make atonement for their sin. So Moses went up on the mountain again to plead with God. Only those of the Israelites who had sinned were struck with a plague.
Read 
Ex 32:1–35
Comments
delayed (v 1): Moses stayed forty days and forty night on the mountain (24:18).
gods (v 1, 4, 8, 23, 31): The Hebrew word elohiym is plural (“gods”) but it can signify “one god” (this is called “plural of majesty”).
an idol made in the shape of a calf (v 4): The calf probably looked like the Egyptian bull god Apis, one of the most important gods in ancient Egypt (see the illustration in study 9). The idol that Aaron made was either carved of wood with gold plating or cast in solid gold and then shaped with a tool. There is no word “cast” in the Hebrew text, only “made”.
rose up to revel (v 6): The Hebrew expression has sexual overtones.
your people … your people (v 7, 11): Note the use of the pronoun “your”. First God calls the Israelites “your people” as he speaks to Moses. Then Moses calls them “your people” as he speaks to God.
Israel (v 13): Moses uses Jacob’s new name.
went down from the mountain (v 15): So Moses has been on the mountain since 24:18. During these forty days, God gave him instructions about how to build the Tabernacle. God also gave him the two stone tablets and told him about the apostasy of the Israelites.
the writing was the writing of God (v 16): Compare the metaphorical expression “inscribed by the finger of God” in 31:18. These expressions signify that it was God’s own covenant, and that the covenant stipulations written on the tablets of stone were his.
and broke them to pieces (v 19): The tablets of stone were broken to illustrate that the Israelites had broken the stipulations of the covenant by their apostasy.
Today you have consecrated yourselves to the Lord (v 29): Moses is probably referring to the setting apart of the Levites as caretakers of the Tabernacle and helpers to the priests. Their obedience to Moses on this occasion had made them worthy of  their future duties for the Lord, so they had been “set apart” for that.
make atonement for your sin (v 30): The context shows that Moses is referring to his intercession on behalf of the people.
the book which you have written …him I will blot out of my book (v 32–33): This “book” or “scroll” is called “the book of the living” in Ps 69:28 and the “book of life” in the New Testament (Phil 4:4; Rev 3:5; 20:12, 15; 21:27). It is a metaphorical expression for those who belong to God.
Questions
	What role did Moses’ forty day absence on the mountain play for the apostasy of the Israelites?

	How does God describe the Israelites in this chapter and what does he plan to do with them?

	What arguments does Moses use to make God change his mind?

	How are the tablets of stone described?

	How did Moses react when he saw what was happening in the Israelite camp?

	How did Aaron defend himself, when Moses blamed him for having made the golden calf?

	What was Moses’ challenge to the Israelites, and how did they respond?

	Moses again pleads with God at the end of the chapter.  What does he say?

	What does God tell Moses at the end of the chapter?

Think and discuss
	What name did Aaron give to the bull calf idol? Why do you think he gave it that name?

	Moses calls the apostasy of the Israelites a “great sin” (v 21). Why was it a great sin?

	Moses blamed Aaron for the making of the golden calf. What do you think? Was the apostasy of the Israelites really Aaron’s fault? Note down your conclusions.

	Study the illustration Before and after Idolatry, which is taken from a Bible college textbook. Do you think that it gives a correct picture of the result of the apostasy of the Israelites at Mount Sinai? Note down your conclusions.

	The Israelites had been delivered from bondage in Egypt through God’s miraculous intervention. In spite of this, they became backsliders as soon as their leader Moses was not present with them. What can you learn from this, keeping your own South Indian religious and cultural context in mind?￼[image: Before and after idolatry]
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Exodus study 25: Moses and the glory of the Lord
Introduction
God was still not happy with the attitude of the Israelites, so he decided not to go with them any longer. But he would keep his promise and send his angel before them into the Promised Land as he had told them earlier.
Moses had a tent at some distance away from the camp. It was called the “Tent of Meeting” and there the Lord spoke to Moses face to face. Moses pleaded with God who finally agreed to go with the Israelites. 
God then told Moses to return up onto Mount Sinai with two new tablets of stone for the Ten Commandments to be written on. “The Lord descended in the cloud, and stood there with him, and proclaimed his name, the Lord. The Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, “the Lord! the Lord, a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness and faithfulness” (Ex 34:5–6). Moses bowed to the earth at once and worshiped. He also asked for God to forgive the Israelites their wickedness and sin. 
God made a covenant with the Israelites. He gave Moses a number of instructions and asked him write them down, for in accordance with these words the Lord had made a covenant with him and with Israel. Moses was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights. He neither ate bread, nor drank water. God finally wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant – the Ten Commandments. 
When Moses came down from the mountain his face was radiant because he had spoken with God. He assembled all the Israelites and reminded of the Sabbath.
Read 
Ex 33:1–34:35
Comments
Canaanites … Jebusites (33:2): See comment on Ex 20:23.
land flowing with milk and honey (33:3): See comment on Ex 3:8.
stripped themselves of their ornaments (33:6): To remove one’s ornaments was a sign of mourning.
Tent of Meeting, which was outside the camp (33:7): This was not the Tabernacle, which was also called the “Tent of Meeting”. The Tabernacle was built afterwards and placed in the middle of the Israelite camp. This “Tent of Meeting” seems to have been a temporary structure where God met with Moses.
pillar of cloud (33:9): This pillar symbolized God’s presence (see also Ex 13:21; 19:16; 24:15–18).
The Lord spoke to Moses face to face (33:11): This is an anthropomorphism. God is described as if he had a human face. It symbolizes the closeness with which God interacted with Moses.
presence (33:14): The Hebrew word is “face”.
face (33:20, 23): A comparison with 33:11 (see comment above), where we read that God spoke to Moses “face to face” on a regular basis, tells us that the word “face” must be understood metaphorically in both cases. In the Tent of Meeting, Moses experienced God’s presence very closely (“face to face”) as he asked for guidance in the matters that the Israelites brought to God through Moses. On the mountain God could not reveal his full glory to Moses (show “his face” to him), as that would be be an experience that Moses could not survive.
I hereby make a covenant with you (34:10): God renewed the covenant that was broken as a consequence of the apostasy of the Israelites. 
Asherah poles (34:13): Asherah was a Canaanites goddess, the consort of El. She was worshiped in the form of wooden poles.
whose name is Jealous (34:14): See comment on Ex 20:5.
prostitute themselves to their gods (34:15): “Prostitute” is a common Old Testament metaphor for the worship of pagan gods. It is probably connected with the word “baal”, which means “lord” and is used about husbands as well as gods.
cast idols (34:17): Such idols were cast by pouring molten metal into a mold or over a frame (see also comment on 32:4).
Write down these words (34:27): God is referring to the covenant stipulations (the commandments) found in this chapter (v 10–26).
He wrote on the tablets (34:28): “He” refers to the Lord (not Moses), which is clear when you compare this verse with 34:1.
Questions
	Why didn’t the Lord want to go with the Israelites any longer?

	What did the Israelites do as a sign of mourning?

	Why did the people stand and worship, when Moses went into the Tent of Meeting?

	Who was with Moses at the Tent of Meeting?

	What were Moses’ arguments as he pleaded with God to go with them?

	Why did God finally agree to go with the Israelites?

	What reply did God give to Moses when he asked to be shown God’s glory?

	Make a list of what Moses experienced as he went up on mountain this time.

	What instructions did God give the Israelites about Canaan and the people there?

	Why did Moses wear a veil?

Think and discuss
	What do we learn about God in these chapters? Make a list.

	What do we learn about Moses and his spiritual life in these two chapters? Make a list.

	What have you learnt from Moses, his spiritual life and his relationship with God from this study?

(Go to Exodus answers 25)
 
Exodus study 26: The tabernacle
Introduction
Information about the Tabernacle (its structure, its furnishings, the priests, the priestly garments, and other ritual matters) are presented twice in the book of Exodus. 
First, God tells Moses about it and gives him all the instructions about how it is to be done (chapters 25–31). That takes place during Moses’ first forty-day visit on the mountain, the visit during which he also receives the first set of stone tablets.
Later we are again given all the details about the Tabernacle when the work is actually done (chapters 35–40). That happens after the apostasy of the Israelites and after Moses’ second forty-day visit on the mountain, the visit during which the second set of stone tablets are made. The last chapter of the book of Exodus tells us even more about the Tabernacle, how it is set up and how it is filled with the glory of the Lord (40:1–35). 
In the closing verses of the book we are told about the way in which God guided the Israelites through all the years of their wilderness wanderings: Whenever the cloud was taken up from the Tabernacle, the Israelites went onwards on their journey But as long as the cloud remained over the Tabernacle, they stayed. The cloud of the Lord was over the Tabernacle by day, and there was fire in the cloud by night, before the eyes of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys (43:36–38).
Read 
Ex 40:1–38. As you answer the questions below, you will also refer to various parts of chapters 25–31 and 35–39.
Comments
These comments first touch on some general matters. Then the Tabernacle and its furnishings are commented on, followed by matters concerning the priests.
Offerings and materials (25:17; 35:4–29): The Israelites contributed everything that was needed: gold, silver, bronze, different colored yarn, linen, goat hair, skins and hides, acacia wood, olive oil, spices, and precious stones.
Bezalel and Oholiab (31:1–11; 35:30–36:7): These two men were in charge of the work, but all skilled Israelites assisted them (35:10–19).
Cubit: This was a measurement of length, about 45 cm (the length of the forearm). The Kannada NIBV translation has moLa.
The courtyard (27:9–19; 38:9–20): Its size was 150 by 50 cubits, and it was surrounded by curtains 5 cubits high.
The tabernacle (26:1–37; 36:8–38): This tent contained two sections, divided by a curtain. The most holy place was shaped like a cube with a side of  10 cubits. The Ark was placed in it. the holy place had the same width but was 20 cubits long. The altar of incense, the lampstand and the table were placed in it. The tabernacle was constructed with wooden frames and different kinds of curtains.
The ark (25:10–22; 37:1–9): This was a box, 2.5 cubits long, 1.5 cubits wide and 1.5 cubits high, made of acacia wood covered with gold. It contained the two stone tablets of the testimony and was placed in the most holy place. It was covered by a lid (called the “atonement cover” or “mercy seat”) with two cherubim (“winged living creatures”) overshadowing it.
The altar of incense (30:1–10; 36:25–28): This was the smaller of the two altars. It was made of acacia wood covered with gold and placed in the holy place. The blend of incense used is described in 30:34–37.
The lampstand (25:31–40; 37:17–24): It was made of gold and also placed in the holy place. It was designed after an almond tree and had seven lamps. It burned olive oil (25:6; 27:20; 35:8, 28).
The table (25:24–30; 37:10–16): It also had its place in the holy place and was used for the bread of the Presence. Plates, dishes, bowls and pitchers were its accessories.
The basin for washing (30:17–21; 38:8): It was made of bronze and used by the priests for washing their feet and hands. It had its place in the courtyard.
The altar of burnt offerings (27:1–19; 38:1–7): This was the larger of the two altars. It was made of acacia wood, five by five cubits large and three cubits high. The horns at its corners were overlaid with bronze. It was used for the animal sacrifices.
The priestly garments (28:1–43; 39:1–31): These consisted of a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a woven tunic, a turban and a sash. The ephod was a sleeveless garment worn over the robe, which in its turn was worn over the tunic. The breastpiece was a highly adorned bag worn on the chest. It contained the urim and the thummim, sacred lots used to determine the will of God. Only the high priest wore the complete outfit.
The anointing oil (30:23–33; 37:29): This oil was different from the lamp oil as it contained spices and fragrances. It was used for the consecration of the Tabernacle and its furnishings, and of the priests.
Questions
	Study the two pictures of the Tabernacle below. Also use information from the comments above as you answer these questions:

a.Show the extent of the courtyard on both pictures.
b.Point at the Tabernacle on both pictures.
c.Describe the plan of the Tabernacle.
d.Explain where the furnishings were placed.
e.Describe the furnishings. How could they be transported (see 37:5, 14, 27)?
	Are you happy with the two pictures of the Tabernacle? Or are there things that you feel should be changed? Explain.

	Who were the first priests (28:1)?

	Study the artist’s impression of a priest below. Also make use of the information in the comments section above (with its scripture references) as you try to answer these questions:

a.Find these garments on the picture: the breastpiece, the ephod, the robe, the tunic, the sash and the turban.
b.What do you think the priest is holding in his hand?
c.Why cannot the urim and the thummim be seen in the picture?
d.Are you happy with the picture of the priest? Or are there things that you think should be changed? Explain.
e.Compare his dress with those of an Indian Christian pastor, an Indian Hindu priest, and an Indian Muslim mullah. Note down your observations.
	The setting up of the Tabernacle (40:1–33):

a.Explain the structure of this passage. One expression is repeated several times. Which expression is that?
b.One part of the consecration is only mentioned in passing. Which one(compare chapter 29)?
	What happened after the glory of the Lord had filled the Tabernacle?

	How did God guide the Israelites during their wanderings from Mount Sinai to the Promised Land?

Think and discuss
	Read the passage “Moses inspects the Tabernacle” (39:32–43). The key expression is “just as the Lord had commanded Moses” (v 43, compare v 32). What do you think is the significance of this expression?

a.For Moses
b.For the Israelites
c.For us
	How do you understand the change that took place in the spiritual life of the Israelites with the Tabernacle? Before God had interacted with Moses in the old Tent of Meeting (33:7–11). Now he was no longer allowed to enter the new Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle (40:35). Why?

	Think back on the year that the Israelites spent at Mount Sinai. it was a year when God spoke to them and revealed himself to them. How did he do that?

	How does God speak to us and reveal himself to us present-day South Indian believers?

￼[image: A high priest]
￼[image: View of the Tabernacle]
 
[image: Plan of the Tabernacle]
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Genesis answers
Answers: Introduction to Genesis
Answers to Questions
	The English name of the book means “genealogy” or “birth” or “story about origins”. It comes from the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament. The Kannada name of the book is similar to its Hebrew name “beginning”. This refers to 1:1 which says that God created the heavens and the earth “in the beginning”.

	The Genesis narratives take place in these three geographical areas:

a.In Mesopotamia, where the history of mankind begins. This is the home country of Abraham.
b.In Palestine, where Abraham and his descendants settle; this is the “Promised Land”.
c.In Egypt, where Jacob and his sons settle to be with Joseph
	Moses was the author and/or compiler of Genesis, even if some editing must have been done after his time. Most probably Moses wrote the Pentateuch during the 40 years of wanderings in the wilderness from Egypt to the borders of the Promised Land.

	In Genesis we find mainly these kinds of texts (note that we don’t find any laws):

a.Narratives dominate.
b.There are many genealogies.
c.There are several poetic texts: short poems and a longer blessing.
	This is a summary of the message of Genesis in a few points:

a.It presents a lot of beginnings: of the world, of mankind, of sin, of society and civilization, and so on.
b.It shows us that God is in control of human destiny by the choosing of a younger son over the firstborn.
c.It introduces us to foundational Bible theology: The one sovereign God, the covenant, God’s love and faithfulness, sin and redemption, the concept of faith, and so on.
	The narrative structure of Genesis contains these two main parts:

a.The primeval story in the first 11 chapters of the book: from creation to the spread of the nations
b.The patriarchal story from chapters 12 to 50: from Abraham to Joseph
	The “literary structure” of Genesis is based on the fact that the expression “this is the account of...” comes ten times and marks the beginning of an “account

(Go to Genesis study 1)
 
Genesis answers 1: The beginning
Answers to Questions
	God gave these directives to the human beings:

a.To be fruitful and fill the earth
b.To rule over God’s creation
	God’s “evaluation” of his creation was very positive: again and again he saw that what he had done was “good”. And in the evening of the sixth day when he had finished creating he concluded that everything was “very good”.

	God make the seventh day holy because that was the day when he rested from the work he had done during the preceding six days of creating. It was a day separated from the other days. So in that sense it was  “consecrated” or “made holy”.

Comments on Think and discuss
	–

	The message that this passage has to us present-day South Indian believers can be summarized like this:

a.God is the creator of this world. His creation is well organized and structured.
b.The world that he created was originally very good. But later something went terribly wrong.
c.Human beings have a unique position in God’s creation. We are God’s stewards and responsible to him for our stewardship.
d.From the beginning man and woman were equal: both bore the image and likeness of God; both had the same stewardship responsibilities; and both received the same blessing from God. Consequently, any inequality between man and woman is a result of the Fall. So they are expressions of later developments in human society.
(Go to Genesis study 2)
 
Genesis answers 2: Adam and Eve
Answers to Questions
	The Garden in Eden is depicted as a paradise:

a.It had plenty of fruit-bearing and other beautiful trees.
b.It was well watered.
c.There was no death.
d.There was no shame or guilt.
e.God entrusted man to enjoy and take care of it.
f.Man was not alone there.
	God gave Adam these directives:

a.To take care of it
b.To enjoy it
	This text says the following about Adam and Eve and their relationship:

a.They needed one another. It is not good for man to be alone.
b.They are made of the same substance. Woman is of the same bone and flesh as man.
c.They belong together. Their union is closer even than blood relationships.
Comments on Think and discuss
	–

	If we choose the alternative translation (“to worship and to obey”) instead of the translation that we find in our Bibles (“to work it and take care of it”) in v 15, our understanding of man’s existence in the Garden changes like this:

a.Man’s activity in the Garden would be more focused on being close to God (and worship him) than on spending time and energy with the Garden. 
b.Also, the following story when man disobeys God’s command and eats the forbidden fruit becomes even more tragic.
c.Finally, the contrast between man’s life in the Garden (no agricultural work) and his life after the Fall (lots of agricultural toil) becomes sharper.
(Go to Genesis study 3)
Genesis answers 3: The creation of the universe
Answers to Questions
	God created by his word: And God said … 

	The Hebrew word “create” is only used about God. It signifies that God brings about something new through his sovereign creative power. The Kannada word sRuShTisu carries a similar meaning.

	The Kannada NIBV has translated the Hebrew word “day” first (in the sense “day as opposed to darkness”) with hagalu, second (in the sense “a full day from morning till evening”) with dinavu. In 2:4 (second part) the same Hebrew word refers to the longer period during which God created “the heavens and the earth”. The Kannada NIBV translates it by using the suffix Aga (mADidAga), compare English: “When the Lord God made the heavens and the earth”.

	This is a table illustrating the structure of the six days of creation:

Form:				Content:
Day 1: light			Day 4: sun/moon/stars
Day 2: water/sky		Day 5: fish/birds
Day 3: land/vegetation		Day 6: beasts/human beings
	Human beings were created in God’s image, in his likeness. This means that we are commissioned to be a reminder to the rest of creation about who God is, the Creator and Sovereign Ruler of the universe.

	Man’s relationship to the rest of God’s creation is that of a ruler (or better: a steward). God wants us to take care of his creation in such a way that it fulfills his purposes with it and brings glory to him.

	The six days of creation all come to an end. But the seventh day never comes to an end. The “Sabbath rest” was meant to last forever. The following verses (Gen 2:4–25) show that this rest involves man’s unspoiled relationship with God. This relationship, however, was ruined by the Fall. But the good news is that we can look forward to the “Sabbath-rest for the people of God” (Heb 4:9). The Bible ends with a description of Paradise recovered (Rev 21–22). God’s goal in creating us was for us to enjoy such a relationship with him. So how was this “rest” recovered? The New Testament message about Jesus Christ and his sacrificial death on the cross answers that question!

Answers to Think and discuss
	God created the heavens and the earth through his powerful creative word, which of course, was an expression of his sovereign creative will. This had consequences for the result: God’s creation perfectly fulfilled his purposes. This can be seen by the way God constantly “evaluates” his own work: He sees that it was good/very good! By naming what he had created, he appointed it to specific roles according to his purpose.

	These are the consequences for South Indian believers today:

a.That God created man in his “image and likeness”: We must reflect him and his faithful love to people around us. We actually represent God to them. This is a great responsibility that the church collectively and each Christian believer individually must be aware of.
b.That God told man to “rule” over this earth: We are God’s stewards to whom he has entrusted the care of his created world. We do not have the authority to misuse God’s creation or to exploit it. This is a great challenge for the church collectively and for each Christian believer individually.
c.That God invites man to enter his “rest”: This rest is found in the Kingdom of God. The door to that kingdom is Jesus himself. He invites each one of us to enter his kingdom by accepting him as our personal savior. He is also the king of his kingdom. And he wants to rule in each believer’s heart. He has commissioned us to preach the gospel of this kingdom until he returns to establish his total rule. Then all we who believe in him will enter our “Sabbath rest” and be with him forever. This is the hope of the church and should be the hope of each Christian believer.
(Go to Genesis study 4)
 
Genesis answers 4: The fall of man
Answers to Questions
	The three basic kinds of temptation we find in 3:6 are:

a.Things that taste good tempt us.
b.Things that look good tempt us.
c.Things that promise to give us more wisdom tempt us.
	The serpent’s lies were like this:

a.He started by questioning the woman’s recollection or interpretation of what God had told her: “Did God say…?”
b.He continued by denying the consequences which God had told the woman would follow disobedience: “You will surely not die.”
c.Then he tricked the woman to call into question God’s integrity: “For God knows … your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God.”
	This is how the man and the woman explained to God what they had done:

a.The man blamed God who had given him the woman. He also blamed the woman who had given him some of the forbidden fruit to eat. So he didn’t acknowledge his own responsibility.
b.The woman blamed the serpent. So she was just as bad as her husband.
	Gen 3:15 is sometimes called “the first gospel message in the Bible”, because “offspring” (or “seed”) is understood as a prophecy about Jesus, who crushed Satan’s head and brought salvation to mankind when he died on the cross.

	This is a list of the consequences of the Fall based on this passage:

a.Mankind lost its immortality: Death is now our fate.
b.Mankind lost its moral innocence: We are now aware of our moral nakedness.
c.Mankind lost its intimacy with God: We now hide from God’s presence.
d.The original relationship between man and woman was distorted: The man now rules over the woman, and her desire is for him.
e.Mankind no longer lives in paradise: Women now bear their children with pain, and men now have to sweat and toil to make a living.
	The Garden in Eden was closed to man and guarded by angels and God’s sword of judgment.

Comments on Think and discuss
	–

	–

	I don’t know how you act, but I hope that you don’t do like the man and the woman in this Bible passage. This is how I think we should act:

a.We should acknowledge our sin/mistake. We must confess.
b.We should ask forgiveness – not only from God but also from the person we have sinned against.
c.We should make amends, if necessary. We should willingly face the consequences of (or take the punishment for) what we have done.
d.We should move on – a little humbler and a little wiser than we were before.
	–

(Go to Genesis study 5)
 
Genesis answers 5: The Garden in Eden and the Fall
Answers to Questions
	The two accounts in Gen 1 and Gen 2 describe two different aspects of God’s creative work. In Gen 1 God creates the universe. Here we find the big perspective: light and darkness, sky and seas, the heavenly bodies and the earth, vegetation and animal life, and finally man in God’s own image. Gen 2 describes the kind of relationships that God calls man to live in: intimacy with God, oneness between man and woman, and a life in the garden paradise in harmony with God’s created world.

	Different Hebrew words for “God” are used in Gen 1 (Elohim) and Gen 2 (Elohim YHWH). This emphasizes the different perspectives of these two stories. Gen 1 presents God the Creator in his majesty and power. Gen 2 presents a personal God by making use of his personal covenantal name YHWH.

	God’s purpose in creating man is fulfilled by creating them “male and female”: God saw that it was not good for man to be alone. So he created woman, who is bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh. Together they are one flesh. Together they are the image of God. Together they represent him in this world. Together they are stewards of God’s creation.

	To eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies the desire to be like God in the sense of wanting to decide what is good and what is evil. Only God is entitled to do that. So God told man not to eat from this tree. 

	The Fall disrupted the harmonious relationships that God established in creation in these three areas:

a.In the relationship between man and God.
b.In the relationship between man and woman.
c.In the relationship between man and God’s created world.
	God’s grace in the account of the Fall in Gen 3 is seen in the promise that God gave to the serpent: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and offspring. He will strike your head, and you will strike his heel” (Gen 3:15). This promise is the first “gospel message” in the Bible. It points forward to God’s salvation in Jesus Christ.

Answers to Think and discuss
	It was absolutely essential that man did not eat of the tree of life after he had eaten of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If he did, man’s fallen condition of humankind would last forever. God made sure that this would not happen by driving man out of the Garden and posting cherubim to guard the way to the tree of life (Gen 3:24).

	The narrative in Gen 3 shows that man’s disobedience to God resulted in guilt and shame on two levels:

a.Adam and Eve hid from God: Their guilt revealed their nakedness and made them afraid of God.
b.Adam and Eve realized that they were naked so they covered themselves with fig leaves. They had become ashamed of their nakedness.
	–

	“God’s rest” represents the harmonious relationships (with God, with one another, with the created world) that God wanted humanity to live in. This harmony was broken by man’s rebellion against God (the Fall). But God restores/redeems his rest through Jesus Christ. At Jesus' return, redeemed humanity will once again live in “God's rest”.

(Go to Genesis study 6)
 
Genesis answers 6: Cain and Abel
Answers to Questions
	Cain’s and Abel’s offerings to God are described like this:

a.Cain brought some of the produce from his agriculture as an offering to God. 
b.Abel brought the best portions of some of the firstborn of his sheep and goats as an offering to God.
	God put a mark on Cain to give him protection. It was a sign of warning to those who wanted to hurt him.

	I would describe Lamech’s character like this:

a.He was proud and arrogant. 
b.He was very revengeful.
c.He was harsh and cruel.
	If we look at the context, we will find that the significance of the last part of v 26 is to show the contrast between Cain’s family line and Seth’s family line. The last descendant of Cain mentioned in this passage is Lamech, who was a proud and violent bigamist. In contrast, during the life of Seth’s son Enosh, people again began to turn to God. So Seth’s family line is the godly line, Cain’s family line is the ungodly line.

Comments on Think and discuss
	God looked with favor on Abel’s offering but not on Cain’s (see also Heb 11:4 and 1 John 3:12):

a.The reason was not that Cain’s offering came from the vegetable world and Abel’s came from the animal world and contained blood.
b.The reason was the difference in their attitude to God. Cain’s offering was careless and ungenerous. Abel’s offering was generous. Heb 11:4 explains it like this: “By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain.” Because of this difference in the two brothers’ attitude, John calls Cain’s actions evil and Abel’s actions righteous (1 John 3:12).
	God describes Cain’s situation in v 6–8 like this:

a.Cain had no reason to be angry because God didn’t look with favor on his offering. If Cain had had the right attitude, God would have been happy with his offering.
b.Cain himself had the power to decide what would now happen to him. Sin was “crouching at his door” seeking every opportunity to attack him. If he did the right thing (“if he mastered sin”), sin would keep away from him. But if he did the wrong thing, it would attack him.
c.From the following verse we can see that Cain did not listen to God’s advice. Instead he attacked his brother. Consequently he himself was attacked by sin.
	From our answer to the previous question we can learn these things:

a.Our attitude must be right. It should be one of faith.
b.We should not get angry with God or our fellow man, when we ourselves have done the wrong thing. Our sin is not God’s or our brother’s fault. It is our own fault.
c.Sin is “crouching at our door”, especially when we are angry. It is up to us to watch out for this danger. We should not allow sin to take control of our life.
d.We should listen to God’s good advice. This advice we find in God’s Word. If we listen to – and obey – God’s Word, we will not end up as murderers like Cain.
	–

(Go to Genesis study 7)
 
Genesis answers 7: The Flood
Answers to Questions
	Noah is described like this in this story:

a.He had found favor in the eyes of the Lord (6:8).
b.He was righteous (6:9; 7:1).
c.He was blameless (6:9).
d.He walked with God (6:9).
e.He was obedient and did everything according to God’s instructions (6:22; 7:5, 9, 16).
f.He was a devout man. So the first thing he did when he had come out from the ark was to build an altar and offer sacrifice to God (8:20).
g.He was trusted by God to shoulder the responsibilities that God had originally given to mankind (9:1–3).
But this did not mean that Noah was without faults. In the following story (9:18–29) we see how he got drunk from drinking wine. He then cursed his youngest son Ham who had happened to see his drunken father sleep naked. 
	Eight people were saved from the flood: Noah and his wife, his three sons Shem, Ham, and Japheth and their wives (6:10, 18; 7:13).

	The floodwater had two sources: spring water from the deep and rainwater from the sky.

	The dove proved to Noah that the land had now become inhabitable again. The fresh olive leaf, that the dove brought back, must have come from lower lying country. This meant that the water must have receded not only from the high mountains but also from lower areas where trees grew.

	The commission that God gave to Noah and his sons was to rule over this earth (9:2); compare God’s commission to mankind in 1:26.

Comments on Think and discuss
	The reason for God to tell Noah to take seven pairs of every kind of clean animal but only one pair of the unclean animals was that Noah needed to use some of the clean animals for the burnt offering after the flood (8:20). God also allowed them to have (clean) animals for food (9:3). 

	The first verse in chapter 8 is a turning point in the story of the flood: The previous chapters have focused on God’s judgment. From this verse the focus on God’s redemption.

	It is clear from the story that there would be problems with sin in this world even after the Flood: God was pleased with the sacrifices that Noah had offered him (8:21). So he promised never again to curse the ground and destroy all living creatures – in spite of the fact that man’s heart is thoroughly evil even from childhood (8:21). Our conclusion must be that man’s problem with sin and his need for salvation is an ongoing problem in human history.

	–

(Go to Genesis study 8)
 
Genesis answers 8: The Tower of Babel
Answers to Questions
	There were two reasons why the people in Babylonia wanted to build a city with such a tall tower:

a.They wanted to become famous. 
b.They wanted to stay together and not be scattered.
	God confused their language so that would not understand each other and undertake this kind of big (or even bigger) enterprises in the future.

	After God had confused their language, he scattered them over the face of the whole earth. 

Comments on Think and discuss
	This story tells us the importance of a nation having a common language. There can be more progress – and more can be achieved – when the inhabitants of a country speak the same language. This can be seen even in more recent Asian history. Japan’s incredible development after the second world war, and the economic boom in South Korea in the last couple of decades have been facilitated by a common language and a common cultural identity. The Chinese leaders have forcefully introduced one of the linguistic Chinese variants (Mandarin) as the national language, which has had a positive influence on China’s economic development in recent years. The Indian situation is very different: The lack of a common language makes it much more difficult for the national leaders to lead the nation forward.

	This story tells us that man – his creativity and endeavors – can be mind-blowing. But there are dangers involved. Pride, arrogance, and ungodliness can easily accompany man’s progress. The lesson for us is to remain humble, even when we are successful in our endeavors. We are God’s creation. Our gifts and talents are God’s gifts to us. So we must give him the glory – especially when we are successful and achieve great things. The sin of the people of Babel was not their inventions, creativity, and their building project. No, it was their pride and ungodly arrogance.

	–

(Go to Genesis study 9)
 
Genesis answers 9: The spread of sin
Answers to Questions
	Cain and Abel (Gen 4:1–16): The three-part pattern:

a.The sin: Cain murders his brother Abel.
b.God’s judgment: Cain is cursed – the land will no longer yield any crops and Cain himself will be a restless wanderer.
c.The evidence of God’s grace: God puts a mark on Cain so he would not be killed.
	The sons of God and the daughters of men (Gen 6:1–4): The three-part pattern:

a.The sin: Godly men married sinful women and they had children.
b.God’s judgment: God wanted to remove his life-giving Spirit from man.
c.The evidence of God’s grace: God still allowed man a limited lifespan of 120 years.
	The Flood (Gen 6:5–9:17): The three-part pattern:

a.The sin: People's e’s wickedness increased and their thoughts and hearts were constantly filled with evil.
b.God’s judgment: God decided to wipe out mankind and all the animals that he had created.
c.The evidence of God’s grace: Noah and his family and a pair of each animal were saved through the Flood. After the Flood, God promised never again to destroy all life through a flood.
	The Tower of Babel, (Gen 11:1–9): The three-part pattern:

a.The sin: They were proud and arrogant, so they wanted to make a name for themselves by building a tall tower. But they did not acknowledge God’s supremacy.
b.God’s judgment: God confused their language and scattered them over all the earth.
c.The evidence of God’s grace: No grace is found in the story itself. But the genealogy that follows the story leads up to Abram who will become the starting point for God’s final solution to the problem of man’s sinfulness.
	These were included in the covenant that God established in Gen 9:8–17:

a.Noah and his descendants for all generations
b.Every living creature of every kind on earth
	The building of the Tower of Babel symbolizes man’s ancient dream of one common language, one social culture, one united race and of common economic ties.

	The purpose of the genealogy in Gen 11:10–26 is to form a bridge between the first part of the book of Genesis (Gen 1–11), which ends with the worldwide effects of the Fall, and the second part of the book (Gen 12–50), which begins with God calling Abraham, God’s starting point for the final solution of man’s sinfulness.

Answers to Think and discuss
	The word covenant is first found in the Bible in Gen 6:18. But the ”covenant concept” is found already in the first chapters of the book (in the creation narrative and in the story about Adam and Eve in the Garden). There, God committed himself to his created world and commissioned man to serve him as its caretaker. 

	The significance of the Tower of Babel narrative is that it symbolizes the fall of society. It is the logical conclusion to the fall of man in Gen 3, and it stands for the total spread of sin. Babel is the end of the road that began with the Fall. It represents the worldwide effects of the Fall.

	God’s call of Abram is a new beginning, because through Abraham God sets in motion his final solution to man’s problem with sin. Abraham will become the father of the Israelite nation, whose greatest son will be Jesus – the Savior of the world. 

	–

(Go to Genesis study 10)
 
Genesis answers 10: Abram and God’s promises
Answers to Questions
	In these chapters God makes promises to Abram on three occasions. This is what God promised Abram:

a.In 12:2–3 (while Abram was still in Mesopotamia) God promised Abram: 
	to make him a great nation,

	to make his name great

	to make him a blessing, so that all peoples on earth would be blessed through him.

b.In 12:7 (when Abram had reached Shechem in Canaan) God promised Abram to give Canaan to him and his offspring.
c.In 13:14–17 (after Abram had separated from Lot) God promised Abram:
	to give all the land that he could see (and the length and the breath of the land that he walked through) to him and his offspring forever

	to make his offspring countless.

	This is what happened in Egypt between Abram, Sarai and Pharaoh: Because of a severe famine in Canaan, Abram and Sarai (who was Abram’s wife as well as his half-sister, see Gen 20:12) visited Egypt. Abram was afraid that Pharaoh, who liked beautiful women, would kill him and add Sarai to his harem. So Abram told Sarai not to reveal that they were married but only say they were brother and sister. God then punished Pharaoh who had married Abram’s wife  Sarai without knowing the full facts. When Pharaoh found out the truth, he scolded Abram and sent Abram and Sarai away from Egypt.

	In Gen 22:17 we find two expressions that are synonymous to “like the dust of the earth”. They are “as the stars in the sky” and “as the sand on the seashore”.

	Lot chose to settle in the plain of Jordan because it had water and was fertile.

Comments on Think and discuss
	Sarai’s barrenness is emphasized again and again in the story about Abraham (11:30; 15:2–3; 16:1; 17:17). This is to show that God was now going to bring forth a new human race. Abram would be the father of this new humanity, “a father of many nations” (17:5). This would be in contrast to Adam and Noah, who had been the fathers of the fallen human race. 

	We get a negative picture of Abram in the passage “Abram in Egypt” (Gen 12:10–20). He was not honest in his dealings with Pharaoh, who was generous to him. This brought God’s punishment on Pharaoh. This story reminds us of the importance of honesty and openness. 

	We get a positive picture of Abram in the passage “Abram and Lot separate” (Gen 13:1–13). He was wise in this suggestion that they part company. In addition, he was unselfish when he let Lot choose land first. Lot was selfish and chose the best land. This story encourages us to imitate Abram’s noble character.

(Go to Genesis study 11)
 
Genesis answers 11: Melchizedek. God’s covenant with Abram
Answers to Questions
	After the battle in the Valley of Siddim, Lot was captured by the four kings from Mesopotamia. They also took his family and possessions. But Abram rescued Lot and everything that belonged to him and brought them back to Sodom. 

	Melchizedek (and Abram) describe God like this in this passage:

a.He is God Most High. This means that God is supreme. As Melchizedek was a Canaanite king, his understanding of the Lord may have been limited. But Abram must have had a correct understanding of the Lord. In the following chapter God makes a covenant with him.
b.He is Creator of heaven and earth. This means that God has created the universe and all that is in it. Both Melchizedek and Abram believed that.
	Abram refused to keep the goods that he had brought back to Sodom, because he did not want to make a deal with the unrighteous king of Sodom. He was afraid that the king might get a hold over him in the future. So he returned everything to Sodom: Lot and his family and his possessions. Of course, he had already given a tenth to Melchizedek (v 20). He also wanted to have his campaign expenses covered (“what my men have eaten”, v 24). In addition, the three Amorite brothers (Aner, Eshcol and Mamre) who had been his allies during the military campaign must have their share (v 24).

	Eliezer from Damascus was Abram’s chief servant. Abram mentioned his name to God, because he would be the one to inherit Abram’s enormous wealth. Abram had no sons who could inherit him. That a servant was made heir of a childless man seems to have been a legal practice in Mesopotamia.

	In chapter 15 God makes these promises to Abram:

a.A son from his own body who will be his heir, v 4
b.Innumerable descendants, v 5
c.Possession of the land (Canaan), v 7
d.To punish the strangers who have made slaves of Abram’s descendants, v 14
e.To deliver Abram’s descendants after their four hundred years of slavery; and they will come out with great possessions, v 14
f.In the fourth generation Abram’s descendants will come back to Canaan and take possession of it from the the nations living there, v 16, 18. The land will stretch from the border with Egypt in the south to the Euphrates River in the north.
Comments on Think and discuss
	We get a very positive picture of Abraham in the story about Abram rescuing Lot (Gen 14:13–16; 21–24). He took very decisive action to bring Lot and his family and possessions back from the Mesopotamian kings. Then he acknowledged that it was God who had given him success, so he gave Melchizedek (“priest of God the Most High”) a tenth of everything. Finally, he refused to make a deal with the unrighteous king of Sodom. This story teaches us to give God the honor for our achievements, to be faithful in our contributions to God’s work, and not to compromise with the powers of this world.

	–

(Go Genesis study 12)
 
Genesis answers 12: Hagar and Ishmael
Answers to Questions
	It was Abram’s wife Sarai who asked him sleep with Hagar. Sarai herself was barren, but she hoped that she would get a family through her slave-girl Hagar. So she gave Hagar to Abram as his second wife.

	When Hagar knew that she was pregnant, she became proud and despised her mistress Sarai. 

	Sarai behaved like this:

a.First she blamed Abram for her situation.
b.Abram told her to do whatever she wanted with her maidservant. So Sarai started mistreating Hagar.
	At the spring in the desert, the angel of the Lord appeared to Hagar. He told her to return to her mistress Sarai. Then he promised Hagar innumerable descendants. He also told her to name her son Ishmael (which means “God hears”) and foretold his future: he would be like a wild donkey living a roaming life in the desert and in constant hostility with his brothers.

Comments on Think and discuss
	We get a negative picture of Abram in this story:

a.His faith has weakened: He does not think that God will keep his promise to give him a son. So he tries to take a shortcut by accepting Sarai’s suggestion that he take Hagar for his second wife. 
b.He lacks integrity and boldness: He seems to accept Sarai’s blame that he is the one who is responsible for the situation, when it was all Sarai fault in the first place. In addition, he allows Sarai to mistreat Hagar.
	We get a negative picture of Sarai in this story. She blames her husband for a situation that she herself has caused. She also mistreats her Egyptian slave-girl Hagar.

	We get a negative picture of Hagar in this story. She gets proud and arrogant when she is pregnant with Abram’s child. She runs away from a situation which she herself has caused through her arrogance. But her attitude changes when she has a revelation of the angel of the Lord.

	–

	I think that the main lesson for us in this story is to trust God – even if it takes a long time before his promises are fulfilled. Abram started to lose his trust in God, so he gave in to Sarai’s temptation and took a shortcut to “help” God fulfill his promise. But we cannot treat God like this. He doesn’t need our help. He wants our trust and obedience.

(Go to Genesis study 13)
 
Genesis answers 13: The covenant of circumcision
Answers to Questions
	This is what God promised Abraham in this chapter:

a.To greatly increase his numbers and to make him very fruitful, v 2, 6
b.That he would be the father of many nations; kings and nations would come from him, v 4, 6
c.That his covenant would be an everlasting covenant between Abraham and his descendants and God, v 7
d.To give the whole land of Canaan as an everlasting possession to Abraham and his descendants, v 8
e.To be their God, v 7, 8
f.That Sarah would bear Abraham’s son and that he would be called Isaac, v 16, 19
g.That he would  bless Ishmael, make him fruitful and the father of rulers and the forefather of a great nation, v 20
h.That God’s covenant would be with the line of Isaac, not with the line of Ishmael, v 21
	Circumcision was the sign of the covenant that Abraham and his descend-ants must keep. Every male who was eight days old (or older) must be circumcised. This included servants and slaves.

	Abraham laughed when he thought about God’s promise of a son. He was a hundred years old and his wife Sarah was ninety.

Comments on Think and discuss
	We get a mixed picture of Abraham in this story:

a.On the positive side: He acknowledged the presence of the Lord by falling on his face (v 3). He immediately fulfilled his part of the covenant by arranging for the circumcision of all males (v 23–27).
b.On the negative side: He could not keep his face straight when God promised him and Sarah descendants in spite of their old age (v 17). He seems to have preferred for God to bless Ishmael instead of giving them a new son (v 18). God’s choice of the name “Isaac” for the new son can be understood as a mild rebuke (v 19).
	–

(Go to Genesis study 14)
 
Genesis answers 14: The three visitors
Answers to Questions
	In this story the Lord appeared to Abraham in the form of three angels. One of them should probably be understood as “The angel of the Lord”.

	This is the food and drink that Abraham prepared for the three visitors: Freshly baked rotis (the Hebrew word refers to round and flat bread cakes) and grilled tender veal served with curds and milk.

	We understand that the visit of the three men was also a visitation of God in v 13. There suddenly the three men (or one of them) are referred to to as “the Lord”. This verse points back to verse 1, which has already informed the reader that the whole story is about the Lord appearing to Abraham.

	Sarah denied that she had laughed because she was afraid of the Lord. But the Lord caught her lying. 

Comments on Think and discuss
	The question in v 14 (“Is anything too hard for the Lord?”) is not a real question. It is a so-called rhetorical question, which means that it is a statement or an exclamation in the form of a question. So the meaning is: “Nothing is too hard for the Lord!”

	We mainly get a negative picture of Sarah in this story. Of course, she prepared the food for the visitors as instructed by Abraham. That is positive. She was curious about the conversation between the three visitors and Abraham. That is understandable and was probably acceptable behavior. But when she heard the good news about a son she laughed in disbelief (just like Abraham had done in the previous passage). She lacked faith in God’s promise. That is negative. But even worse, she denied to the Lord that she had laughed.

	We get a very positive picture of Abraham in this story. He is the perfect host according to ancient Canaanite and Mesopotamian culture:

a.He made sure that the guests got everything they needed: water to wash in, shade to sit under, food and drink to enjoy.
b.He behaved with perfect politeness: He greeted them by bowing down to the ground. He addressed them as “my lord”. He called himself their “servant”. He acted as if they did him a great favor by coming to his home. He stood at a distance during the meal making sure that his guests had everything they needed. 
c.He prepared a sumptuous meal for them: told his wife to make fresh bread from the best flour, butchered the best calf from his herd, told his servants to hurry up with the preparations, served curds and milk (not only water) with the food.
	Paul quotes v 14 (“I will return to you in due season next year and Sarah will have a son”) in Romans 9:6–9. He is using this quotation to make a point about the true descendants of Abraham and consequently God’s children. Only the children of promise are God’s children and Abraham’s offspring, not the natural children.

	–

(Go to Genesis study 15)
 
Genesis answers 15: The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
Answers to Questions
	God decided to reveal his plans to Abraham because of Abraham’s future role in God’s salvation plan. Out of Abraham would come a great and powerful nation. Through Abraham all nations would be blessed. Through Abraham and his descendants God’s promises would be fulfilled.

	God paid a visit to Sodom because he wanted see if its sin really was as bad as the reports said.

	The men who were engaged to Lot’s daughters didn’t believe the seriousness of the situation. So they refused to leave Sodom and were destroyed with the city.

	Lot’s wife was turned into a pillar of salt. She didn’t obey the instruction of the angels. Instead she looked back at the destruction of the plain around Sodom and Gomorrah.

Comments on Think and discuss
	Answer to the three questions based on the passage “Abraham pleads for Sodom” (Gen 18:16–35):

a.Abraham’s question to God in v 23 is very surprising. It seems to come out of the blue. Nothing is said in the previous verses about God’s plan to destroy Sodom. The best way to explain this difficulty is to assume that God’s question to himself in v 17 (“Will I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?”) resulted in God telling Abraham that he was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.
b.I think that Abraham had personal reasons for limiting his plea to Sodom. That was where his nephew Lot and his family lived. But Abraham had no personal interest in the salvation of Gomorrah.
c.I think the Lord finished speaking with Abraham in v 35 because Abraham was done with his pleading. Abraham was certain that at least ten righteous people could be found in Sodom. 
	We get a positive picture of Abraham in this story. God acknowledged him for his role in God’s salvation story (18:17–19). He showed both respect for and intimacy with God as he pleaded for the salvation of Sodom for the sake of the righteous people who lived there (18:22–33). He also persevered in his prayer. The narrator also concludes that God remembered Abraham (19:29). God met Abraham’s main concern and saved Lot.

	We get a mixed picture of Lot in this story, but the negative seems to dominate:

a.On the positive side: He was a protective host as he invited the angels to his home, fed them and refused to allow the people to mistreat them. He was also eager to save his family from the destruction of Sodom.
b.On the negative side: He was willing to sacrifice his daughters to the evil mob to save his face as a respectable leader of the city. He should have been more concerned about his daughters than about his own reputation. Also, he was unable to convince his sons-in-law that they had to leave the city. Actually he himself was hesitant to leave. In addition, he didn’t trust the angels when they told him to flee to the mountains. Instead he pleaded with them to let them stop at the city of Zoar.
	–

(Go to Genesis study 16)
 
Genesis answers 16: The birth of Isaac. Hagar and Ishmael
Answers to Questions
	After Isaac had been born Sarah said God had brought laughter to her. This was a reference to the meaning of the name Isaac (“he laughs”). She could have had two things in mind:

a.Positively: Finally God had blessed her by giving her a son. Now she had joy and laughter in her life.
b.Negatively: People would laugh at her, “Such an old woman having a baby and nursing him!”
	Sarah didn’t want Ishmael to stay with the family because she didn’t want her son Isaac to share his inheritance with his half-brother Ishmael. I don’t think that her request was reasonable. Abraham was a very wealthy man, so the two half-brothers would both have inherited more than they needed. I think that Sarah’s request reveals her character. She was mean, jealous and narrow-minded. 

	God promised Abraham that he had great plans for Ishmael. Because Abraham was his father, God would make Ishmael a great nation. 

	God saved Hagar and Ishmael by opening Hagar’s eyes. She saw that there was a well of water nearby. They filled their skin of water and continued their journey towards the south.

Comments on Think and discuss
	I think that there were at least two reasons why Abraham was so upset about Sarah’s request to have Hagar and Ishmael sent away:

a.Ishmael was his son and had been part of the family ever since he was born about 17 years earlier. So Abraham loved him and didn’t want him to go.
b.The son of a slave woman could not be sent away without very good reason. Servants and their children had this legal protection according to the Mesopotamian and Canaanite laws of those days.
	–

	–

	–

(Go Genesis study 17)
Genesis answers 17: Abraham tested
Answers to Questions
	In this story Isaac and Abraham only have a very brief conversation. They speak about the sacrificial lamb that God would provide (v 7).

	After the angel of the Lord had stopped Abraham from killing Isaac, he said that Abraham had proved that he feared the Lord by not withholding from him his only son.

	God made these promises to Abraham:

a.God would bless him.
b.God would make his descendants innumerable.
c.God would give his descendants possession of the cities of their enemies.
d.All nations on earth would be blessed through Abraham’s offspring.
Comments on Think and discuss
	We learn these things about Abraham’s faith and his trust in God from this story:

a.He had a servant’s attitude to God: When God called his name, he immediately replied, “Here I am” (v 1).
b.He didn’t question God’s instruction to sacrifice Isaac (v 2).
c.He didn’t delay to fulfill God’s command, but left his home early the very next morning (v 3).
d.He had total trust in God: He told the servants that both he and the boy would come back (v 5). The author of Hebrews puts it like this: “Abraham thought that God could raise the dead. Figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from the dead” (Heb 11:19).
e.He knew that God would have his own solution to the situation, as he told Isaac, “God will provide the lamb himself” (v 8).
f.He didn’t hesitate to complete God’s instruction: “He stretched out his hand and took the knife to kill his son” (v 10).
	This is a list of some of the similarities between this story and the sacrificial death of Jesus:

a.It was the only son that was sacrificed (compare v 2 with 1 John 4:9).
b.God himself provided the sacrificial lamb (compare v 8 and v 13 with John 1:29, 36).
c.Two fathers willingly sacrificed their son (compare v 9 and v 16 with John 3:16 and Rom 8:32).
d.The substitutionary sacrifice (compare v 13 a ram instead of Isaac with Mark 10:45 Jesus instead of us).
e.The sacrifice took place on a mountain (compare v 14 with Matt 27:33, Golgotha means “The Place of the Skull”, referring to a hill shaped like a skull where Jesus was sacrificed).
	–

(Go to Genesis study 18)
 
Genesis answers 18: Isaac and Rebekah
Answers to Questions
	The servant was concerned about what to do if circumstances made it impossible for him to fulfill his oath to Abraham: Perhaps the bride he selected for Isaac would be unwilling to leave Mesopotamia and move to Canaan? What should he do then?

	The main point in Abraham’s answer was that under no circumstance should the servant allow Isaac to settle down in Mesopotamia.

	The sign the servant asked God to give him to help him find the right bride for Isaac was that – when he asked for water for himself to drink – she would also offer water for his camels.

	Bethuel was Rebekah’s father and Isaac’s cousin (and Abraham’s nephew).

	Laban was very hospitable to Abraham’s servant: He hurries out to receive him at the well and invites him to stay in his house. He takes care of the camels. He provides water for the servant and his men to wash, and serves them food. He listens carefully to the servant’s story. 

Comments on Think and discuss
	We get these pictures of these four persons in this passage:

a.Abraham: We get a very positive picture of him. He is worrying about the future well-being of his son. His is concerned that Isaac should not intermarry with the Canaanites. He trusts his oldest servant with a very important assignment and gives him clear and reasonable instructions about how to go ahead. He is a God-fearing person. He is concerned about keeping his covenant with God. 
b.The servant: We get an extremely good picture of him. He is very obedient to his master Abraham. He follows Abraham’s instructions very carefully. He is a godly man and trusts God for guidance. He is prayerful. He thanks God for prayer answered and for his faithfulness. He is very polite, even to a young woman. He gives a very detailed and transparent report to Laban about his mission. He is eager to return to Canaan with Rebekah and so fulfill his assignment.
c.Rebekah: We get a very positive picture of her. She comes from a good family. She is very beautiful and a virgin. She is very polite and helpful. She is obedient to God’s will and doesn’t delay their departure for Canaan. She is modest and covers her face when she meets Isaac.
d.Isaac: We don’t learn much about him in this passage – even if finding a suitable wife for him is the theme of the whole story. He was still grieving his mother’s death (v 67). And now he was eagerly waiting for his bride to arrive: he had left his home in the south and was out in the field, meditating (v 63) and waiting. He was happy for Rebekah and loved her. We get a sweet picture of a passive and lonely young man.
	–

	–

(Go to Genesis study 19)
 
Genesis answers 19: Jacob and Esau
Answers to Questions
	Rebekah worried about her pregnancy because she felt that something was fighting within her womb. God told her that she was carrying twins who would become the fathers of two conflicting nations.

	Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for some food because he felt that he was starving to death. Jacob wouldn’t give him any of his soup unless he first promised to give him his birthright.

	Jacob was able to cheat his father Isaac and get his blessing, because his father was blind and couldn’t see him when he came to ask for his father’s blessing. 

	As Isaac blessed Jacob he promised him:

a.an abundance of earthly blessings,
b.lordship over nations and his own brothers
c.blessings or curses on those who blessed or cursed him.
	When Isaac and Esau found out that Jacob had cheated them, Isaac reacted with trembling and confusion, while Esau reacted with a loud and bitter cry of desperation.

	This is a rephrasing of the four points of the oracle that Isaac uttered over Esau:

a.He would not experience any earthly blessings.
b.His life would be full of war and fighting.
c.He should be subdued under his brother Jacob.
d.But he would able be able to free himself from his brother when he had had enough.
Comments on Think and discuss
	These are the hints in this passage about the birth and childhood of Esau and Jacob (Gen 25:21–28) of future conflicts between the two brothers and their descendants:

a.The babies fought each other already in Rebekah’s womb (v 22). This made Rebekah wonder what was going on.
b.So she asked the Lord, who told her that her sons would become the fathers of two separate nations, one would be superior over the other (v 23). There was an inbuilt cultural conflict in the fact that the older would serve the younger.
c.The birth was dramatic, as if the babies were racing to be the first to be born (v 24–26).
d.Their parents’ love for them was divided: Isaac loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob (28).
	We get these pictures of these three persons in the two passages:

a.Rebekah: We get a negative picture of her. She openly favors one of her sons over the other.  She secretly listens to the conversation between her husband Isaac and her son Esau. Then she becomes a schemer and advices Jacob on how to cheat his father to give him his final blessing. She even takes part in his deceit by cooking delicious food for him to bring to Isaac, dresses him in Esau’s clothes, and covers parts of his body with hairy goatskin.
b.Esau: We get a rather negative picture of him, in spite of his hunting skills and the fact that his father Isaac loves him over his brother Jacob. Esau was unwise to sell his birthright for some soup and bread. The narrator makes a sharp critical comment about this: So Esau despised his birthright (25:34). 
c.Jacob: We get a very negative picture of him. He behaves unrighteously by demanding his brother’s birthright in exchange for some food. He is totally under the thumb of his scheming mother Rebekah. He is a deceiver and a liar, as he goes about cheating his father to give him the final blessing reserved for the firstborn. He even covers up his deceit by saying “The Lord your God gave me success” (Gen 27:20), when his father asks him why he came back so soon from a hunt which he didn’t even go on. Even his father and brother were shocked when they realized to what extent Jacob had gone with his deceit.
(Go to Genesis study 20)
 
Genesis answers 20: Jacob in Paddan Aram
Answers to Questions
	Isaac’s parting blessing to Jacob contained first a warning (that he must not marry a Canaanite woman), then an exhortation (that he should take a wife from his uncle Laban’s family in Mesopotamia), and finally a confirmation of God’s blessing to Abraham (many descendants and possession of Canaan).

	When Esau heard how Isaac had blessed Jacob, he reacted by marrying Ishmael’s daughter – just to upset his father.

	In the dream that Jacob had at Bethel, God identified himself with his covenant name “the Lord” and referred to himself as the God of Jacob’s father and grandfather.

	Jacob met Rachel at a well. When Rachel came with her family sheep, he rolled away the stone and watered them.

	Laban tricked Jacob by giving him Leah instead of Rachel. His excuse was he had to follow the custom to marry off the older daughter first. But the real reason seems to have been that he wanted Jacob to stay and work for him longer. And Jacob agreed to marry Rachel as soon as the seven-day wedding celebrations with Leah were over, and then serve Laban seven more years.

	Rachel became jealous of her sister because Leah gave birth to four sons, while Rachel was barren.

	The women that bore Jacob his eleven sons were Leah (his first wife: six sons), Bilhah (his second wife Rachel’s servant: two sons), Zilpah (Leah’s servant: two sons) and Rachel (his second wife: the son Joseph was born in this passage; a twelfth son Benjamin was born later). 

	Jacob wanted to return to Canaan after he had served his contracted fourteen years for Laban. But Laban wanted him to stay because of the blessing that Jacob had brought. So Jacob agreed to stay on the condition that all the goats and sheep with certain color patterns would belong to him. Then he used magic so that more and stronger goats and sheep were born with his color patterns. 

	There were four factors that contributed to Jacob’s decision to return to Canaan:

a.Laban’s attitude towards him had changed and become unfriendly (31:2).
b.Laban’s sons were accusing him of becoming wealthy at their father’s expense (31:1).
c.His wives felt that Jacob’s decision was right (31:14–16).
d.The Lord spoke to him and told him to go back to the land of his fathers (31:3).
	Rachel hid Laban’s household idols in her camel saddle. When Laban came she apologized for not getting up to greet him because of her monthly period.

	These were the stipulations of the covenant between Laban and Jacob at Mizpah in Gilead:

a.Jacob was not allowed to mistreat Laban’s daughters or take any other wives besides them.
b.Neither Jacob nor Laban could cross the heap of stones with the intention of harming the other person.
A sacrifice and a meal sealed their covenant (Gen 31:54).
Comments on Think and discuss
	This is my opinion of the vow that Jacob made to God at Bethel: It was half-hearted and businesslike. Jacob actually tried to bargain with God so he conditioned his acknowledgement of the Lord as his God and and his tithing to God as he said, “If God will ... then I will...” (28:20–22).

	These are Laban’s accusations against Jacob when he overtook him in the hill country of Gilead (31:25–30):

a.Jacob had deceived Laban. I think his accusation was false, even if it is true that Jacob had used “magic” to become wealthy on Laban’s behalf.
b.Jacob had carried off Laban’s daughters like captives in secret. This accusation was true.
c.Jacob hadn’t allowed Laban to say farewell to his daughters and grand-children. This accusation was true.
d.Jacob had stolen goods from Laban. This accusation was true, even if Jacob wasn’t aware of it.
	Laban never found his household idols among Jacob’s people. This made Jacob really angry, so he in his turn made several accusations against Laban (31:36–42). They were:

a.Laban had falsely accused Jacob of theft. This accusation was false, even if Jacob wasn’t aware of it.
b.Laban had been a harsh and unreasonable taskmaster. This accusation may have been true.
c.Laban had changed Jacob’s conditions of service ten times. This accusation may have been true.
d.Laban would have sent Jacob away empty-handed if God hadn’t blessed him. This accusation was probably false.
	Here are four important things that we can learn from this study:

a.Our actions always have consequences: Jacob’s deceit made his brother Esau angry, so he had to go into exile to save his life.
b.God’s faithfulness is greater than our pettiness: God renewed his covenant promises (that he had earlier made to Abraham) to Jacob in spite of Jacob’s weak and deceptive nature. God didn’t even condemn Jacobs conditional vow at Bethel.
c.We must be careful not to imitate all the behavior and practices we find in a study like this. The fact that they have been recorded in the Bible does not necessarily mean that they are there for us to copy. For example, Leah makes use of a Mesopotamian fertility plant to get more sons so that she can humiliate Rachel even further. Should we copy that? Or, Laban uses divination to put pressure on Jacob to stay in Paddan Aram. Should we do that? Or, Jacob uses magic to increase his flocks and diminish Laban’s flocks. Should we do that? Finally, Rachel steals her family idols to take with her to Canaan. Should we steal and should we keep idols in our homes? Of course not!
d.So, Old Testament stories like these cannot automatically serve as patterns for our moral behavior and religious practices. Sometimes they serve as warnings for future generations. Sometimes they are recorded in the Bible just because this is what happened. We have to base our moral behavior and religious practices on godly principles that are taught clearly in other biblical texts.
e.Laban and Jacob were very upset with each other. The accusations they made against each other were very serious (Gen 31:25–42). But finally Laban suggested that they make a covenant that settled their disputes (Gen 31:45–55). In a similar way we need to find ways to make peace with people whom we are in conflict with. Perhaps we need to come to an agreement (“a covenant”) which states that we cannot go beyond a certain point with the intention of harming the other person. Paul writes, “Let us therefore pursue to do what leads to peace and mutual upbuilding” (Rom 14:19).
(Go to Genesis study 21)
 
Genesis answers 21: Jacob’s return to Canaan
Answers to Questions
	This is what Jacob did in order to pacify his brother Esau before they met: 

a.First he sent messengers ahead to where Esau lived in Edom (also called Seir) around the southern end of the Dead Sea to announce that he was now returning.
b.But when he heard that Esau was coming to meet him with a large group of men, he became really worried. So he selected hundreds of goats, sheep, camels, cattle and donkeys from his herds and had them sent one heard after the other as gifts to his brother.
	In the wrestling match at Peniel Jacob’s body was hurt: His hip joint was dislocated and he left the place with a limp.

	The meeting between Jacob and Esau was awkward for Jacob. Twenty years earlier he had left their home in a hurry after having cheated his brother Esau of their father Isaac’s blessing. He was afraid that Esau would now take revenge on him. So he behaved with utmost politeness, while showing off his enormous riches to impress his brother. Esau, on the other hand, ran up to him, embraced him and kissed him. 

	Esau wanted Jacob to bring his family to Edom (Seir) and settle there with Esau. But Jacob once again cheated him. He told Esau to travel ahead. He himself would slowly follow afterwards so that his young animals would not be harmed. But Jacob never went to Edom. Instead he camped at Succoth near the Jordan River. From there he went to Shechem in Canaan, where he settled, bought land and built an altar.

	Jacob told his household to get rid of all their pagan idols and charms and to purify themselves before they left Shechem to travel to Bethel. Jacob buried the idols and charms under a big oak at Shechem.

	These are the promises that God made to Jacob at Bethel:

a.Jacob would be fruitful and increase, and he could become the ancestor of nations and kings.
b.God would give him and his descendants the land that he had promised to Abraham and Isaac.
Comments on Think and discuss
	I think Jacob was afraid of settling with Esau in Edom because he thought that Esau would use the opportunity there in his own country to take revenge on him. So Jacob instead traveled to Shechem in Canaan and settled there.

	–

	–

(Go to Genesis study 22)
 
Genesis answers 22: Joseph
Answers to Questions
	In his second dream Joseph saw the sun and the moon and eleven stars bow down to him. His brothers and parents immediately understood its meaning: they would bow down to Joseph. This second dream was even more upsetting than the first one, because it also included his parents. In the culture of those days it was unimaginable that old parents would bow down to a teenage son. No wonder his father rebuked him.

	His eldest brother Reuben saved Joseph’s life. He talked the other brothers out of killing him. Instead they threw him into a dry cistern. Reuben planned to bring him back home later. While Reuben was gone, Judah suggested that they sell Joseph to the Ishmaelites. Reuben became really upset when he came back and saw that Joseph was missing. 

	Potiphar was one of the Egyptian king’s officials, the captain of the guard. He bought Joseph from the Midianites.

Comments on Think and discuss
	Here are some reasons why Joseph’s brothers didn’t like him:

a.He gave their father Jacob a bad report about their work as shepherds (v 2). It is hard to evaluate this reason. Of course, nobody likes to find out that a young boy (Joseph was only seventeen) is criticizing your work – whether his criticism is valid or not.
b.They were jealous of Joseph because he was their father’s favorite son (v 3). It is perhaps unavoidable for a parent to love one child more than the others. But it is very dangerous when this love becomes favoritism. 
c.Favoritism is what happened in Joseph’s case. Jacob gave Joseph a beautiful (and probably very expensive) robe and that made his brothers really jealous. Of course, we may say that it is always wrong to be jealous. But we can understand how Jacob’s stupidity led to tension between Joseph and his brothers. 
d.Finally Joseph’s dreams made matters worse. The dreams were from God and would later prove to be true. So Joseph could not be blamed for the dreams as such. But the way in which he spoke proudly about them was unwise. So his brothers had had enough of him!
	I think that the picture we get of Joseph in this first story about him is not totally positive. There is a trace of pride and arrogance in it. This is not surprising, as he was still very young – and very spoiled by his father.

	–

	–

(Go to Genesis study 23)
 
Genesis answers 23: Joseph in Egypt
Answers to Questions
	Potiphar’s wife took notice of Joseph because he was a very handsome young man.

	Potiphar’s wife accused Joseph of “making a fool of her”, “mocking her” or “insulting her”. The Hebrew expression can also mean “to embrace”. The situation as it is described in the text indicates that she accused him of trying to rape her. 

	The baker’s dream meant that after three days Pharaoh would hang him, and the birds would eat away his flesh.

	In his first dream Pharaoh saw seven thin cows swallow up seven fat cows. In his second dream he saw seven scorched heads of grain swallow up seven healthy heads of grain.

	When Pharaoh asked Joseph to interpret his two dreams, he answered that he couldn’t do it – but that God would do it.

	As Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of the land of Egypt, he gave him his signet ring, dressed him in fine clothes, and put a gold chain round his neck. These three things symbolized that Pharaoh now shared his royal authority with Joseph. Pharaoh also made sure that Joseph traveled in grand style. 

	Joseph was 30 years old when he came into Pharaoh’s service. So 13 years had passed since his arrival in Egypt as a slave.

Comments on Think and discuss
	This is how these three chapters show that God was with Joseph in Egypt:

a.He prospered in Potiphar’s house. He came as a slave, and he became Potiphar’s chief steward.
b.He prospered in the prison. He came as a falsely accused rapist, and he became the chief assistant of the warden.
c.He prospered in Pharaoh’s service. He started as a released prisoner, and he became the second-in-command of the whole country of Egypt.
	But even a person who is favored by God comes across bad people. These three chapters also show how Joseph came across bad people and how God used even bad things for his good purposes:

a.Potiphar’s wife was a seductress and a liar. When she failed to seduce him, she trapped him and tricked her husband into throwing him in prison. But God used this disaster to save the whole country of Egypt and Joseph’s own family. If Joseph hadn’t been thrown in jail, his gift of interpreting dreams would not have become known to Pharaoh. In Potiphar’s house there were no dreams for him to interpret.
b.The cupbearer promised to bring up Joseph’s case before Pharaoh. But as soon as he was freed he forgot his promise. Two years later, when Pharaoh had strange dreams, God reminded the cupbearer about Joseph and his gift of interpreting dreams.
	This is the picture we get of Joseph’s character in these three chapters:

a.He was hardworking, diligent, capable and trustworthy, in Potiphar’s house as well as in the prison.
b.He was virtuous and withstood the repeated sexual temptations from Potiphar’s wife.
c.He was wiser and perhaps humbler than before. He didn’t complain about his hardships (even if he told the cupbearer his sad story when he was in prison). He didn’t make a big scene to defend himself against the false accusations from Potiphar’s wife. He didn’t try to take revenge on Potiphar or his wife later when he was working for Pharaoh.
d.Even the Egyptians recognized his wisdom and his administrative capacity. Potiphar put him in charge of his house. The prison warden put him in charge of the prison. Pharaoh put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt. The preparations for the seven years of famine demonstrated Joseph’s superior administrative skills.
e.He was concerned with the well-being of his co-prisoners. He asked the cupbearer and the baker why they were distressed.
f.He was honest and outspoken. He didn’t conceal the true meaning of the baker’s dream. 
g.He was a godly man. He explained that to give in to Potiphar’s wife’s wishes would be to sin against God. He explained to the cupbearer and the baker – and later to Pharaoh himself – that it was God who granted interpretation to the dreams. Even Pharaoh recognized that the spirit of God was in him.
	–
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Genesis answers 24: Joseph and his brothers
Answers to Questions
	Benjamin didn’t come with Joseph’s other brothers to Egypt the first time, because their father Jacob was afraid that something might happen to him. Since Joseph was gone, Benjamin was Rachel’s only remaining son. Rachel had been Jacob’s favorite wife.

	Joseph accused his brothers of being spies. They defended themselves by explaining who they were and described their family situation. So Joseph told them to prove that they had spoken the truth by bringing Benjamin next time they came.

	The money that the brothers had given Joseph as payment for the grain was secretly returned to them. On their return journey they opened their sacks to get some grain for their donkeys, and they all found their money in their sacks.

	When his brothers came to Egypt the second time, Joseph told his steward to bring them to his house, because he wanted to serve them lunch.

	The brothers were surprised at the seating arrangement during their meal with Joseph, because Joseph had seated them according to their age. 

	The steward found not only the money but also Joseph’s drinking cup in Benjamin’s sack.

	This time the brothers returned to Egypt as slaves, because that was the agreement they had made with the steward if he found Joseph’s cup among their possessions.

	Joseph said that it was God who had sent him to Egypt to preserve a remnant for Israel.

	Pharaoh and his officials were very pleased, when they heard that Joseph’s brothers had come. Pharaoh invited their father and their families to come and settle in Egypt and he would give them the best land.

	Joseph’s brothers had a hard time convincing their father that Joseph was still alive. But when they told him everything that had happened during their second visit to Egypt and when Jacob saw the carts that Joseph had sent for him to travel back to Egypt in, then he was convinced.

Comments on Think and discuss
	Joseph could recognize his brother even though more than 20 years had passed. They were already adults when they sold him. They were wearing the same type of clothes and the same kind of Canaanite beard. And they still spoke Hebrew. So they had hardly changed at all. Joseph, on the other, looked very different. He had matured from a seventeen-year-old boy to a middle aged man. He was clean-shaven. He wore Egyptian clothes. He displayed all the riches and the authority of a top administrator of a great empire. He spoke Egyptian and used an interpreter to communicate with them.

	The interaction between Joseph and his brothers in the four central scenes of these four chapters:

a.Scene one: The ten brothers come to buy grain from Joseph the first time (Gen 42:6–26):
	Joseph: He pretends to be a stranger and speaks harshly to them. He repeatedly accuses them of being spies. He intimidates them and puts them all in custody. 

	His brothers: They bow down to Joseph with their faces to the ground and treat him with utmost respect. They humbly explain who they are.

b.Scene two: The brothers come to Egypt the second time. This time they bring Benjamin (Gen 43:15–34):
	Joseph: He politely enquires about their health and their father. He gets deeply moved when he sees Benjamin and runs out to weep. He comes back and serves them food and gives extra food to Benjamin. 

	His brothers: They are frightened because they have been brought to Joseph’s private residence. They think that they are going to be attacked and made slaves. They try to explain to Joseph’s steward the mistake with the money in their sacks that happened after their previous visit. As soon as Joseph comes home they present him with all the gifts from their father. They bow low before Joseph. They speak to him very respectfully. They are surprised at the seating order. They have a nice and relaxed meal with Joseph. 

c.Scene three: The steward brings the brothers back after he has found Joseph’s cup in Benjamin’s sack (Gen 44:14–34):
	Joseph: He behaves arrogantly and claims powers of divination. He refuses to accept them all as slaves – he only wants to keep the guilty person (Benjamin). 

	His brothers: They throw themselves to the ground before Joseph. Judah accepts guilt on behalf of them all. He acknowledges that they are now Joseph’s slaves. Judah explains the delicate situation with Benjamin and their father and offers himself as slave in the place of Benjamin.

d.Scene four: Joseph makes himself known to his brothers (Gen 45:1–15):
	Joseph: He cannot control himself any longer. He sends away all his Egyptian servants. Then he reveals his identity to his brothers. He tries to convince them. He explains how God’s plan has been fulfilled through all that has happened. He invites them all (including their father and their families) to settle in Egypt. He embraces Benjamin and weeps. He kisses all his brothers and weeps over them. 

	His brothers: They are terrified when Joseph reveals his name. 

	–

	Here are three examples of how Joseph’s brothers had changed since they had sold him as a slave to the Midianites more than twenty years earlier:

a.They had become much more concerned about their father’s feelings. Earlier they had been callous when they planned to kill Joseph and when they sold him as a slave. Now they seriously considered what a tragedy it would be for Jacob if something happened to Benjamin.
b.As they were negotiating with Joseph at the end of their first visit they regretted what they had done to Joseph so many years earlier. Now they were reaping the consequences of their old sin (Gen 42:21–22). This shows that they had matured morally and spiritually.
c.Both Reuben (Gen 42:37) and Judah (Gen 44:33) were willing to make personal sacrifices in order to save Benjamin from captivity in Egypt and protect their father from more emotional distress. This also shows that they had matured over the years.
	–
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Genesis answers 25: Jacob and his family settle in Egypt
Answers to Questions
	God encouraged Jacob to go down to Egypt in a nightly vision. This happened in Beersheba after Jacob had offered sacrifices to God there.

	The total number of Jacob’s descendants in Egypt at the time of Jacob’s settling there was seventy. This number did not include the wives of Jacob’s sons. But the numbers are confusing: Acts 7:14 says “seventy-five in all” (which is based on the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament).

	Joseph’s plan to ensure that Pharaoh would allow his family to settle in Goshen was just to make it clear to Pharaoh that they were shepherds. The Egyptians hated shepherds. So the Israelites would be allowed to live by themselves in Goshen. Joseph’s plan succeeded, and his family was given the land of Goshen.

	During the famine, Joseph’s administration strengthened Pharaoh’s control over the Egyptians. This is what happened: When the people had spent all their money on food, they were forced to trade in their animals. Next they had to sell themselves order not to starve to death. But Joseph let them keep their land and gave them seeds to plant – on the condition that they paid one fifth of the crop as tax to Pharaoh. So Pharaoh had control of all the land and got a regular income from it through the work of the people.

	All Pharaoh’s officials and all the adult members of his family accompanied Joseph on his journey to Canaan to bury his father Jacob there.

	Before he died, Jacob had given Joseph’s brothers instruction to approach Joseph and ask him to forgive them for all their sins and wrongdoings. Joseph responded to their request very graciously. He told them not to be afraid and promised to provide for them and their children. 

Comments on Think and discuss
	These last chapters of Genesis have a very positive note to them. This a list of positive things that we have come across in this study:

a.God confirms Jacob’s decision to settle in Egypt through a nightly vision.
b.Jacob and his family are well received by Pharaoh and his officials in Egypt.
c.They are allotted the best land in the country.
d.They are allowed to live there by themselves, as the Egyptians detest shepherds and don’t want to live in the same area.
e.Joseph administers Egypt throughout the famine with extraordinary skill.
f.Jacob dies content: He is reunited with his lost son Joseph. He has blessed Joseph’s sons and his own sons. He has been promised a burial in his forefathers’ grave near Mamre in Canaan.
g.Joseph and his brothers are reconciled.
h.God has accomplished his plan through Joseph’s adventurous life.
	–
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Genesis answers 26: The patriarchs
Answers to Questions
	The term “patriarch” usually refers to the “founding fathers” of the Israelite nation: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.

	The patriarchal narratives took place in the Fertile Crescent (from Mesopotamia in the northeast, via Canaan in the southwest to Egypt in the south) during a period of about 200 years around 2000 BC.

	Gen 12:1–3 can be seen as a “bridge” between the world history of the first eleven chapters of Genesis which describe the spread of sin throughout the world affecting all its institutions – and the rest of the Bible which focuses on the history of God’s salvation.

	The word “name” is found both in the Tower of Babel narrative (make a name for ourselves, Gen 11:4) and in the call of Abram (make your name great, Gen 12:2). This shows the link (and the contrast!) between the builders in Babel who arrogantly (and in vain) sought fame in defiance of God’s sovereignty, on the one hand. And God’s blessing (including a great name) on Abraham and through him on all the peoples on earth, anticipating the gospel of Jesus Christ two thousand years later, on the other hand. The recurrence of “name” reveals the contrast between God’s blessing on Abraham and God’s judgment on Babel.

	God’s covenant with Abraham in Gen 15 is closely connected with Abraham’s call in Gen 12:1–3. The covenant can be understood as God formalizing the promises he made to Abraham at the time of his call.

	God made three promises to Abraham: he promised him a land, many descendants/a great nation, and a great name. Abraham never saw these promises fulfilled during his lifetime. But he had a son “from his own body” (Isaac) who was the beginning of the fulfillment of the promise of many descendants.

	This is how the turning point in the Jacob narrative is found in Gen 31:

a.God has richly blessed Jacob during his twenty years in Paddan Aram: He has many children and great wealth.
b.He is now returning to Canaan and the whole series of separations that he has experienced – from his home, from his brother Esau, from his land – is now about to be reversed. He will soon be back in his native land. He will also be reconciled with his brother Esau and meet his father Isaac.
	The purpose of Joseph’s coming to Egypt was that his family might be saved. This was God’s plan so that his promises to Abraham would be fulfilled in the future.

	At the end of the book of Genesis, God’s promises to Abraham were only partly fulfilled: Israel had become a small nation (this had taken about 200 years), but the Promised Land still lay almost 500 years in the future.

Answers to Think and discuss
	“The call of Abraham is also a pattern of the call that comes to all believers.” The call of Abraham expressed God’s blessing over him and his descendants: Abraham left his old country (Mesopotamia) to settle in a new “promised land” (Canaan). He became the father of a great nation. And all people on earth were blessed through him. He didn’t see all this fulfilled during his own lifetime, but believed in God and his promises.

This same pattern is true of every believer. As we respond to God’s call we leave the context of our old sinful life (our “Mesopotamia”). We are on our way to heaven, our “promised land”. We are blessed by God. And the people we meet are blessed because of us, especially when they hear the gospel and accept Jesus as their personal savior. We have not yet seen all God’s promises fulfilled, and we have not yet reached our goal. But we trust in God, we thank him for his salvation through Jesus, and we know that God will fulfill all his promises when Jesus returns in glory.
This should be true of your own Christian life and of the life of the South Indian church.
	When we consider Gen 12:1–3, 15:1–21, 17:1–27 and 22:1–19, we find:

a.That God’s covenant with Abraham didn’t have any prerequisites. Nothing was required of Abraham before God would initiate the covenant.
b.God stood for all the promises. Abraham didn’t have to promise anything.
c.God’s promises were unconditional. The fulfillment of these promises did in no way depend on human merit. 
d.So what were Abraham’s obligations?
	He had to believe in God and his promises (15:6). 

	God asked him to provide for the animals used for the covenant sacrifice (15:10). 

	God also asked him to keep God’s covenant by being circumcised; this was to be the sign of the covenant (17:9–11). 

	Obedience: When God asked him to sacrifice his son Isaac, he obeyed and trusted God to supply the lamb for the burnt offering (22:8). 

	–

(Go to Introduction to Exodus)

Exodus answers
Introduction to Exodus answers
Answers to Questions
	The English name of the book comes from the Greek Septuagint translation of the Old Testament. It is a Greek word exodos that means “going out” or “departure”. It is a suitable name for the book as it describes how the Israelites departed from Egypt.

	These are the three basic geographical settings of Exodus:

a.Egypt, where the Israelites are kept in bondage
b.The desert area between Egypt and Mount Sinai
c.The area around Mount Sinai where the Israelites are encamped for a year
	The events recorded in Exodus probably took place around 1446 BC, which is the traditional dating of the Exodus event.

	The the two dominant types of text in Exodus are:

a.Narratives
b.Instructions from God to Moses. These are not quite the same thing as the commandments (the Ten Commandments and the Book of the Covenant), which God gave to the Israelites through Moses and which make up the third important type of text in Exodus.
	The message of Exodus can be summarized in these five points:

a.A message about God and his nature
b.A message about who is in control of human history. It is God.
c.A message about biblical ethics, which spring from God’s loving and merciful character
d.A message about worship and God’s presence among his people
e.A message about leadership
	These are some of the key words that characterize God in Exodus. He is trustworthy, merciful, compassionate, gracious, slow to anger, holy, just, almighty, personal, present with his people, a God who keeps his covenant promises, a God who punishes the guilty, a God in control of human history, a God of deliverance and redemption, a God of glory.

	We find the following events one of the three sections of Exodus (compare answer 2 above) like this:

a.The golden calf – Section three (the Israelites encamped at Mount Sinai)
b.The Passover – Section one (the Israelites in Egypt)
c.The crossing of the sea – Section two (the Israelites journey from Egypt to Mount Sinai)
d.Instructions about the Sabbath – Section three (the Israelites encamped at Mount Sinai)
e.The ten plagues – Section one (the Israelites in Egypt)
f.The Ten Commandments – Section three (the Israelites encamped at Mount Sinai)
g.Moses’ call – Section one (the Israelites in Egypt)
h.The building of the Tabernacle – Section three (the Israelites encamped at Mount Sinai)
(Go to Exodus study 1)
 
Exodus answers 1: The Israelites oppressed
Answers to Questions
	The new king in Egypt was not happy that the Israelites were so many, because he was afraid that in time of war they would join with the enemy and then leave the country.

	These are the actions that the Egyptian rulers took to limit the dramatic growth of the Israelite population:

a.They put slave masters over the Israelites to supervise their hard work  of building new cities.
b.When that didn’t help, they forced them to work even harder, also in the fields.
c.They ordered the Israelite midwives to kill all the boys that were born.
d.They ordered all the Egyptians that every Israelite boy that was born had to be drowned in the Nile River.
	God was kind to the midwives in two ways:

a.He protected them from the king’s accusation that they had let the boys live. Consequently, the Israelites increased in number.
b.He gave them families (and probably children) of their own.
Comments on Think and discuss
	The events recorded in this chapter took place over a long time period. This can be seen from clues in the text, like these:

a.The first generation of Israelites had died (v 6). 
b.A new king who had not even heard about Joseph came to power (v 7). The NIV Study Bible thinks that the period of time from ”the death of Joseph to the rise of a new king was more than 200 years.”
c.The Israelites were forced to build new cities. This must have taken a long time. Later they also had to work in the fields.
d.Again and again it is mentioned that the number of people increased. This indicates one generation of Israelites after another, which would involve centuries. Totally the Israelites lived 430 years in Egypt (see 12:40).
	This is my evaluation of the behavior of the Hebrew midwives:

a.It is clear from the text that they feared God (v 17). So they refused to kill the newborn baby boys.
b.But to me they also seem disloyal and dishonest. They disobeyed the king’s direct order to kill the boys. Then they didn’t tell the king the whole truth when they were questioned about what had happened. 
c.I think they did the right thing when they were disloyal by not killing the babies. But I’m not sure that they did the right thing when they didn’t tell the whole truth about what had happened.
d.But perhaps they did tell the truth. This is what could have happened: When an Israelite woman was giving birth, the midwives trusted that God would grant a safe delivery. So they delayed their arrival until they were certain that the newborn baby boy had been rescued.
e.God was kind to them: he protected them from harm and blessed them with families.
	I hope I would have done the same thing. They were God-fearing and refused to obey the king’s ungodly command. They were clever enough to give the king an answer that satisfied him and save their own lives. Their actions were blessed by God.

	I think we as South Indian Christian believers today can learn three main things from this passage:

a.We see how God blesses his people in spite of very difficult times. God is in control.
b.We must obey God before kings and rulers.
c.We should act wisely when confronted by ungodly people.
(Go to Exodus study 2)
 
Exodus answers 2: Moses and his escape to Midian
Answers to Questions
	Moses belonged to the tribe of Levi, which later became the priestly tribe.

	Pharaoh’s daughter was taking her bath in the River Nile. She heard a baby crying and found baby Moses floating in a basket. She understood that he was one of the Hebrew boys that her father the king wanted to see dead.

	Moses’ own mother took care of him until he was adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter.

	Moses hid the Egyptian man that he had killed in the sand. 

	Moses fled from Egypt because Pharaoh was trying to kill him. Pharaoh had heard that Moses had murdered an Egyptian man.

	Moses found a wife in Midian as a result of having helped Reuel’s daughters to water their goats and sheep. Reuel, a priest in Midian, invited him to stay in his house and offered him Zipporah, one of his seven daughters, in marriage.

	During Moses’ long stay in Midian, the Egyptian king who had tried to kill Moses died. But the sufferings of the Israelites continued. They cried out to God, who remembered his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and looked on them with concern.

Comments on Think and discuss
	Women play key roles in the first two chapters of Exodus:

a.The midwives saved the baby boys.
b.The Israelite women quickly gave birth to healthy boy babies that survived the king’s murderous intentions.
c.Moses’ mother and sister saved his life and took care of him even after Pharaoh’s daughter had found him. 
d.Pharaoh’s daughter adopted Moses, who later opposed Pharaoh and led the Israelites out of Egypt.
	I think Moses felt pretty miserable during his 40 years in Midian: He must have missed his luxurious life at the king’s court in Egypt. He must have been bored in Midian walking around in the desert tending his father-in-law’s goats and sheep. He must have felt like a stranger in a foreign country (he even called his son “a stranger here”). He must have thought about the situation of the Israelites in Egypt and wondered if God cared at all about his people.

	I think we as South Indian Christian believers today can learn three main things from this study:

a.We need to learn patience as God is preparing us for future ministry. God used forty sheep-tending desert years to prepare Moses so that he could lead the Israelites (his “sheep”) through forty years of desert wanderings.
b.We need to realize that God hears our prayers and looks on us with concern during our periods of trials and difficulties. He remembers his promises, and he plans our redemption.
c.We need to remember that God is in control of every situation, however hopeless and difficult it seems to us.
(Go to Exodus study 3)
 
Exodus answers 3: Moses and the burning bush
Answers to Questions
	Moses was surprised when he saw the burning bush because it was not consumed by the fire.

	Moses was told to take off his sandals because he was standing on holy ground. The reason why the ground was holy was, of course, that God was present with his holiness.

	Moses hid his face because he was afraid of looking at God. 

	God was concerned about the sufferings of the Israelites. So his plan was to rescue them from the Egyptians and bring them to a good and spacious land.

	This is what God revealed about himself when he called Moses to bring the Israelites out of Egypt (Gen 3):

a.That he is a holy God (compare v 5)
b.That he is the God of the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac ,and Jacob (v 6, 15)
c.That the Israelites are his people (v 7)
d.That he has heard their prayers and seen their misery and that he is concerned about their suffering (v 7)
e.That he plans and promises to rescue them from the Egyptians and bring them to a good and spacious land (v 8, 17)
f.That his name is “I am” and “the Lord” (v 14–15) 
g.That he will perform wonders among the Egyptians so that the king will let the Israelites go (v 19–20)
h.That he is a generous God: the Israelites will not leave Egypt empty-handed (v 21–22)
	God’s plan was to use Moses to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.

	But Moses showed hesitance, so God made a promise to him. He promised to be with Moses. 

	This was God’s sign to prove to Moses that God was the one who had sent him: The Israelites would worship God on this same mountain, Horeb (v 2).

	God’s message to the elders of Israel concerning Moses was that he was sent to them from God. So God had called Moses to be their leader.

Comments on Think and discuss
	–

	The second half of chapter 3 contains a prophetic message from God to the Israelites through Moses. This is a summary of the message:

a.The first part of the message is to all the Israelites: The Lord, who is the God of their forefathers, has sent Moses to them (v 15).
b.The remaining parts of the message is for the elders. First God assures them that he has seen their suffering, and he promises to bring them out of Egypt and take them to a good land (v 16–17).
c.Then God tells them how they will be brought out of Egypt (v 18–22): First they will ask the king for permission to worship the Lord in the desert. But the king will not allow them to go. Only after God has performed mighty wonders among the Egyptians will the king let the Israelites leave. And they will leave with plunder.
	–

(Go to Exodus study 4)
 
Exodus answers 4: Moses returns to Egypt
Answers to Questions
	God promised Moses these three signs so that the Israelites would believe that God had sent him:

a.His staff would turn into a snake.
b.His hand would become white with leprosy.
c.Water from the Nile would turn into blood when poured on the ground.
	But even after God had promised to give him these three signs, Moses was unwilling to obey God’s call. He points out to God that he has never been an eloquent speaker.

	When God heard Moses’ new excuse, he questioned Moses’ understanding of who God is and what he can do. God the Creator has given man mouth, ears and eyes. So he is in control of man’s senses. If God asks Moses to prophecy, he will teach him what to say and help him to speak the right words in a clear way.

	Moses’ brother Aaron would be a help to him. He was an eloquent speaker and he would speak for Moses.

	Jethro reacted positively, when Moses came to him to get his permission to return to Egypt. Jethro was not only Moses’ father-in-law, but Moses was also working for him. So it was proper for Moses to travel from Horeb to Midian in order to get Jethro’s permission before he returned to Egypt, taking his family with him. He also needed to leave the sheep.

	It was now safe for Moses to return to Egypt. Forty years had passed since Moses ran away from there in order to save his life. Pharaoh and all his officials who had wanted to see Moses dead were no longer alive.

	Two things happened as Moses and his family journeyed from Midian to Egypt:

a.At a lodging place Zipporah circumcised their son in a very dramatic way. She did this in order to save Moses’ life.
b.At Horeb, which is situated between Midian and Egypt, Moses’ brother Aaron came to meet him.
	Aaron came to meet Moses at Horeb because he was obedient to God’s instructions.

	When Moses and Aaron returned to Egypt, the Israelites received them well: 

a.They listened to Moses’ testimony about God. 
b.When they saw the three miraculous signs, they believed.
c.When they understood that God had heard their prayers, they bowed down and worshiped.
Comments on Think and discuss
	It was difficult for God to convince Moses to return and deliver the Israelites from Egypt. Moses was very reluctant to obey and he tried to get away from this responsibility five times. This reveals a lot about Moses’ personality. Each time God responds to Moses very appropriately. 

a.Moses’ first expression of reluctance: Who am I, that I should go? (3:11) This question shows that Moses is both unwilling and insecure. God responds by promising to be with him and and ensure success (3:12).
b.Moses’ second expression of reluctance: What is God’s name? (3:13)This question reveals that Moses doesn’t have a clear understanding of God’s character – that God is an eternal God who is always faithful and who can always be trusted. God responds by revealing his “personal” name, his covenant name, I AM WHO I AM; he is the LORD. 
c.Moses’ third expression of reluctance: But they do not believe me or listen to my voice! (4:1) This question reveals that Moses lacks confidence in himself. But he also lacks confidence in the Lord who has promised to be with him and grant him success. God responds by giving Moses three miraculous signs that would surely convince the Israelites. God also lets Moses experience that these three signs really work.
d.Moses’ fourth expression of reluctance: I am slow of speech and tongue (4:10). Here Moses reveals his lack of confidence and his unwillingness to trust and obey God. God responds by reminding Moses that speech is a gift from God. Then he gets angry at Moses’ repeated reluctance and gives him Aaron to speak for him.
e.Moses’ fifth expression of reluctance: Please send somebody else (4:13): Here Moses really shows his unwillingness. God first responds with anger. Then he provides Moses with a “mouthpiece”: his brother Aaron would speak for him.
	–

	The strange story about Moses, Zipporah and the circumcision of their son confuses many readers. This is how I interpret it in the light of God calling Moses into service:

a.It is a story about circumcision. Moses himself must have been circumcised as a baby, as he was born into a devout Israelite family and as he spent his first years with them. But for some reason or other he had neglected to circumcise his son.
b.It is a story about obedience. By not circumcising his son Moses had not been obedient to the covenant that God had made with Abraham and his descendants (Gen 17:9–14). So God was now about to punish him for his disobedience.
c.It is a story about being prepared for ministry. After much hesitance, Moses had finally accepted God’s call. He was now returning to Egypt after forty years of exile to lead the Israelites out of bondage and into the Promised Land. But Moses was not prepared for ministry. He had been unfaithful to the covenant, so God could not use him. He was not a “clean vessel” that could be used by God. He had to be purified.
d.It is a story about God using a foreign woman (Zipporah was from Midian) to set things right. Zipporah realized what was wrong. She was willing to set things right, even though she was a woman and even though the bloody act of performing circumcision on their son must have been disgusting to her. Through her prompt action not only Moses’ life was saved but also Moses’ ministry as the leader of the Israelites could be carried on.
e.But there are some things we don’t understand about the story:
	How did the Lord meet Moses and how was he about to kill him?Perhaps Moses had a seizure or had lost consciousness and Zipporah thought that he was about to die. So the story reflects her understanding of what was happening with Moses: the Lord was about to take his life. 

	Why did Zipporah have to perform the circumcision? Couldn’t Moses have done it? Perhaps Moses was unconscious or too sick to do it.

	Why did Zipporah touch Moses’ feet with the bloody foreskin? Perhaps it was a way to symbolize that Moses had now done his duty and performed the circumcision. The words “So the Lord let him alone” show that God had accepted her deed.

	Why did Zipporah use the words “You are a bridegroom of blood to me”? Perhaps it was a way of expressing that the bloody act of circumcision had saved her husband’s life. He was now her “bridegroom of blood”.

(Go to Exodus study 5)
 
Exodus answers 5: Bricks without straw
Answers to Questions
	Pharaoh responded very negatively to Moses’ and Aaron’s request to allow the Israelites to hold a festival to the Lord in the desert. Who was the Lord to tell Pharaoh what to do? So Pharaoh claimed no knowledge of the Lord. He also put himself above the God of the Hebrews.

	Moses and Aaron used the expression “the God of the Hebrews has met with us” to describe their relationship with the Lord. The fact that God had met with them gave them the boldness to approach Pharaoh with this request.

	The reason Moses and Aaron gave for the Israelites to offer sacrifices to the Lord in the desert was that he might strike them with plagues or with the sword if they didn’t do so.

	The reason Pharaoh gave to force the Israelites to work harder was that they were lazy. 

	The Israelites were forced to work harder: They now had to gather the straw themselves for the manufacturing of the bricks. 

	The Israelite foremen also had to suffer as a result of the harder work: They were beaten by the Egyptian slave masters because they could not make the Israelites meet the daily quota of bricks.

Comments on Think and discuss
	There was a basic difference between how Moses and Aaron related to the Lord and how Pharaoh related to him: Moses and Aaron had met the Lord (or perhaps it is better to say that the Lord had met them, as it was God who had initiated their meeting), while Pharaoh didn’t know the Lord. In addition, Pharaoh didn’t acknowledge the Lord’s supremacy over him.

From this fact we can understand how important it is for us to have a personal experience of God as we serve him. Unless God has met us, we cannot really know who he is. And unless we really know who he is, we cannot truly acknowledge his supremacy over our lives. 
This knowledge will also give us the right focus as we proclaim the gospel to people in South India today. Only speaking about Jesus and what he has done for their salvation as he died on the cross is not enough. We also have to bring people to a personal knowledge of Jesus. They have “to meet Jesus” and accept him as their personal savior. Only then will their lives be changed.
	I would describe Pharaoh’s attitude in Ex 5 as unreasonable. These are the reasons for my verdict:

a.He refused to listen to Moses and Aaron, and he treated them very arrogantly when they came to him with their request. He also had no respect for their God, the Lord. 
b.He punished the people and forced them to work harder. So he blamed the people for the request that Moses and Aaron brought to him.
c.It was very unfair of him to require the Israelites to make as many bricks a day as earlier – in addition to supplying all the straw that was needed. So he was demanding the impossible from them.
d.He accused the Israelites of being lazy liars – totally without reason.
e.He was rude to the Israelite foremen when they came to him to explain the situation, and he refused to listen to them.
	The Israelite foremen came to Moses and Aaron and blamed them for the worsened situation. This is my interpretation of what they said (5:20–21):

a.First they cursed Moses and Aaron: “May the Lord look upon you and judge you!” This phrase also expressed their deep suspicion of Moses and Aaron.
b.This curse shows that they really put all the blame on Moses and Aaron for the worsened situation. And that God would judge them for what they had done.
c.Then they used a metaphor (“you have made us a stench to Pharaoh and his officials”), which means that the Israelites now had become totally disgusting and detestable to the Egyptians.
d.Finally they used another metaphor (“you have put a sword in their hand to kill us”), which means that now the Egyptians had been given a good reason to wipe out the Israelites completely.
(Go to Exodus study 6)
 
Exodus answers 6: God reminds Moses of his covenant
Answers to Questions
	This is how I understand Moses’ accusations against God in 5:22–23:

a.He blames God for the trouble that the Israelites are experiencing.
b.He questions God’s calling on his own life: Has God really called him to  cause even more suffering for the Israelites?
c.He explains to God how his “ministry” (speaking to Pharaoh in the name of the Lord) has made Pharaoh treat the Israelites even worse.
d.He accuses God of not rescuing the Israelites.
	This is what we learn about God and his relationship with the Israelites in 6:2–4:

a.He is the God who appeared to the Israelite “founding fathers” (the patriarchs): to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.
b.But their knowledge of him was incomplete. They only knew him as God Almighty. He had not revealed his personal name “the Lord” to them. They did not know him as their Redeemer.
c.He established a covenant with the patriarchs. This covenant included God’s promise of a land of their own. This land was Canaan where the patriarchs had lived as aliens. 
d.He is not only a God of history. He is also a God of the present. He knows the present sufferings of the Israelites. As he “remembers” his covenant with the patriarchs, he looks with compassion on the suffering of his people in Egypt. He has a plan for them. This plan includes not only deliverance from slavery but also the fulfillment of the covenant promise of a land for the Israelites. 
e.As God “remembers” the Israelites and delivers them from Egypt, they will “know” God in a new way. They will have a personal experience of him as “the Lord”, their Redeemer.
	This is what God promised the people of Israel (Ex 6:6–8):

a.He would deliver them from the yoke of slavery under the Egyptians.
b.This mighty act of God would bring redemption to the Israelites but judgment on the Egyptians.
c.He would make the Israelites his own people. And they would acknowledge him as the Lord.
d.He would bring them to the Promised Land.
e.He would give them that land as their own possession.
	When Moses reported what God had told him, the Israelites didn’t listen to him. The reason was that their sufferings had made them so discouraged.

	God told Moses to go to Pharaoh with the message to let the Israelites go. But he excused himself by saying that if the Israelites had not listened to him – how could God expect Pharaoh to do so?

Comments on Think and discuss
	God uses the expression “I am the Lord” four times in Ex 6:2–8. It is used like this:

a.The first time (v 2): It introduces God’s message to Moses and identifies the Lord as God Almighty who appeared to the patriarchs and made a covenant with them.
b.The second time (v 6): It confirms God’s message of redemption of the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt. 
c.The third time (v 7): It confirms that the Israelites, after God had delivered them from Egypt, would make them his own people. Then they would know that the Lord is God.
d.The fourth time (v 8): It confirms that God would bring them to the Promised Land and that he would give the land to them as their possession.
	God told Moses that he had “remembered” his covenant with Abraham and his descendants. In the context of the Exodus story this means that he is concerned about the present situation of the Israelites. He will prove true to his covenant with Abraham by delivering the Israelites out of their bondage in Egypt and bringing them to the Promised Land. Canaan, where the patriarchs lived as aliens, will be the inheritance of the Israelites. 

	–

(Go to Exodus study 7)
 
Exodus answers 7: Aaron, Moses and the first plague
Answers to Questions
	Moses still hesitated to approach Pharaoh with a message from God. His excuse was that he couldn’t speak clearly. Perhaps the Hebrew expression refers to a speech impediment, like stuttering. Or it could just mean that Moses didn’t consider himself an eloquent speaker. God, however, encouraged him in two ways: First, he would give Moses divine authority as he approached Pharaoh. Second, he would appoint Aaron to be Moses’ “mouthpiece”. Aaron would do the speaking on behalf of Moses.

	God speaks of the Israelites in the beginning of this passage as “my divisions, my people Israel”. God promises that when the Israelites leave Egypt, it would be like a mighty army marching out of the country.

	We learn two things about Moses and Aaron in 7:6–7:

a.They did just as the Lord commanded them. The significance of this statement is that they are now fully committed to serve the Lord. Moses is now a changed person. His time of confusion and unwillingness is over. From now onwards he will be the great leader of the Israelites. And God will be able to use him mightily.
b.They are both mature and experienced men. As far as Moses is concerned the first two thirds of his life are over. He was forty years old when he fled from Egypt. Since that day he has experienced forty years of preparation in Midian and in the desert. The remaining forty years of his life he will lead and serve his people.
	The Egyptian wise men, sorcerers and magicians were able to copy the first sign that Aaron performed before Pharaoh: They threw their staffs in front of Pharaoh and they too turned into snakes. They were able to to this “by their secret arts”, which could either mean “by magic trick” or “by sorcery”. Aaron’s sign was superior to theirs because his staff swallowed up their staffs.

	The first sign was Aaron’s staff becoming a snake, and as the wise men and magicians performed the same thing, Aaron’s snake swallowed their snakes. But Pharaoh responded to this sign by hardening his heart just as God has foretold.

	The first plague could be understood as an attack on the Egyptian religion as the Egyptians worshiped the river in the form of the god Hapi. The water of the river and its annual inundation which made the land fertile were matters of survival for the Egyptians. 

	The Egyptian magicians reacted to the plague of blood by performing a similar miracle by their secret arts. Pharaoh reacted by refusing to listen to Moses and Aaron. Instead he hardened his heart.

Comments on Think and discuss
	God’s “great acts” (6:6 and 7:3–4) have two sides to them, depending on your relationship with God:

a.For those who believe in him and and who belong to him (in the Exodus story the Israelites) God’s great acts are miraculous signs and wonders. The greatest of these is redemption, the deliverance from bondage.
b.For those who do not believe in him and who do not belong to him (in the Exodus story Pharaoh and his wise men) God’s great acts will lead to judgment. Pharaoh and his wise men refused to acknowledge God. Instead they hardened their hearts.
	This is a simple character study of Moses as he is described in the first six chapters of Exodus: 

a.Bad character traits:
	He was rash and impulsive as the killed the Egyptian (2:11–13).

	He lacked courage to face the consequences of his deed. So he fled from Egypt.

	He was unwilling to respond to God’s call and offered all kinds of excuses (3:12–4:13).

	He was not faithful to the covenant as he neglected to circumcise his son (4:24–26).

b.It is difficult to find any good character traits at all. So my conclusion is that the picture we get of Moses in the first part of Exodus is overwhelmingly negative. 
(Go to Exodus study 8)
 
Exodus answers 8: Frogs, gnats and flies
Answers to Questions
	Seven days passed between the first two plagues. This shows that the plagues took place over an extended period of time.

	Pharaoh reacted to the first plague (the water of the Nile turning into blood) by hardening his heart and refusing to listen to Moses and Aaron. But he reacted differently to the second plague: He asked Moses and Aaron to pray to God to remove the frogs – then he would let the Israelites go. But as soon as the frogs had died he hardened his heart again.

	Moses and Pharaoh reached an agreement as a result of the second plague (the frogs). Pharaoh asked Moses to pray to the Lord to remove the frogs. Then he would allow the Israelites to go and offer sacrifices. Moses asked Pharaoh to set a time for this to happen, and Pharaoh said, “Tomorrow!”

	But Pharaoh changed his mind as soon as he saw that all the frogs were gone. Again he hardened his heart and refused to listen to Moses and Aaron.

	The Egyptian magicians reacted to the third plague (the gnats) by finally admitting that God was at work. The reason they did this was that – for the first time – they had been unable to copy the miraculous sign. In spite of this, Pharaoh refused to listen.

	God performed a special sign in connection with the fourth plague (the flies). This time the land of Goshen, where the Israelites lived in Egypt, was spared.

	Moses didn’t accept Pharaoh’s offer to allow the Israelites to offer sacrifices to God in Egypt. The reason he gave was that the kind of sacrifices that the Lord demanded would be detestable to the Egyptians. The consequence (the Egyptians stoning them) would be disastrous for the Israelites. Finally Moses and Pharaoh came to an agreement: Pharaoh would allow the Israelites to go a short distance into the desert, if  Moses prayed to the Lord to remove the flies.

	Moses was right about his very negative “evaluation” of Pharaoh’s behavior: Again Pharaoh acted deceitfully. As soon as the flies were gone, Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites leave the country.

	The fourth plague (the flies) was removed from the land by the Lord as a result of Moses’ prayer. The Lord did what Moses asked. The same thing had happened earlier as Moses cried out to the Lord about the frogs. It would happen again with the seventh plague (the hail).

Comments on Think and discuss
	The second plague (the frogs) could be understood as an attack on the Egyptian religion. The Egyptians worshiped the frog (or the toad), which symbolized the fertility of the Nile, in the form of the goddess Heqet. The Lord showed that he had power over this popular Egyptian goddess, who brought fertility to this otherwise barren land.

	The additional “special sign” of the fourth plague (the flies) was that it didn’t affect the land of Goshen, where the Israelites lived. So here God for the first time shows a distinction between Moses’ people and Pharaoh’s people. This would be a sign to Pharaoh and the Egyptians that it was the Lord God of Israel who was present in Egypt doing these signs. It was not one of their own local deities. In those days, people thought that the power of a deity was limited to his own country and people. Here the God of the Israelites is clearly revealing his power over Egypt by sparing the innocent Israelites from the fourth plague and by negating the power of the local Egyptian gods over the people of Egypt. 

The same distinction is found later in the fifth (the livestock affected), the seventh (the hail), the ninth (the darkness) and the tenth (the death of the firstborn) plagues.
	There is another additional feature in the story about the fourth plague (the flies). That is the advance warning that God delivers to Pharaoh through Moses (v 20). By doing so, God gives Pharaoh and the Egyptians time to repent before he strikes them with the fourth plague. The same kind of advance notice is also found in the fifth (the livestock affected), the sixth (the boils), the eighth (the locusts) and the tenth (the death of the firstborn) plagues.

	My “evaluation” of Pharaoh’s behavior so far can be summarized in four points:

a.He is unwilling to learn from past experience. Instead he continues to harden his heart.
b.He is unconcerned about the welfare of his own people. The whole nation suffers because of his stubbornness.
c.He is deceitful. He doesn’t keep his promises to Moses.
d.He is an ungodly man. He refuses to allow God’s miraculous signs to touch his life. The ultimate result will be God’s judgment on his life.
(Go to Exodus study 9)
 
Exodus answers 9: On livestock, boils and hail
Answers to Questions
	The significance of 9:5 lies in the warning that God gave to the Egyptians. They had time to bring all their livestock under shelter before the fifth plague struck. The plague on the livestock only affected animals that were out in the open (in the field), not those that had been brought under shelter.

	Pharaoh sent men to investigate the results of the fifth plague (death on the livestock). The result of their investigation was that only livestock that belonged to the Egyptians had died. Not even one of the animals of the Israelites had died. Again God had made a distinction between the Israelites and the Egyptians.

	The boils came from the ashes (the soot) that Moses and Aaron brought from the furnace and tossed up into the air.

	I understand God’s message to Pharaoh in 9:16 like this: God was using Pharaoh for his sovereign purposes. But I think that Pharaoh still had a choice. He could either honor God’s supremacy by letting the Israelites go. Or he could continue to harden his heart and not listen to Moses’ and Aaron’s request. Even then God would use him to show his supremacy by forcing Pharaoh to let the Israelites go.

	The hailstorm had severe effects:

a.It struck everything that was out in the open, people as well as animals.
b.It destroyed all the crops that were growing.
c.It damaged the trees.
	When the hailstorm struck Egypt, Pharaoh for the first time became aware of his spiritual condition. He realized that he had sinned against the Lord (v 27). But this realization didn’t have any lasting effect. Just as Moses had suspected (“But as for you and your officials, I know that you still do not fear the Lord”, v 30), Pharaoh sinned again (v 34) by changing his mind and refusing to let the Israelites go (v 35).

Comments on Think and discuss
	The fifth plague (death on the livestock) can be understood as one more attack on the Egyptian religion. The Egyptians worshiped many deities who were depicted as animals or as people with animal heads or attributes. Among those were the bull gods Apis and Mnevis, the cow god Hathor, and the ram god Khnum. So through this plague the God of the Israelites once again showed that he had power over Egypt. He could protect his people who lived in Goshen from the plague. But he could also overpower the many Egyptian gods and bring disaster over the Egyptians.

	I would interpret 9:12 like this:

a.By not accepting the Lord’s message to him through Moses and Aaron Pharaoh had hardened his heart from the very beginning. His own refusal of the Lord led to the hardening of his heart.
b.God allowed Pharaoh to have his way, to refuse to listen to Moses and Aaron. So we can say that God let Pharaoh harden his own heart. The expression used for this is that “God hardened Pharaoh’s heart” (9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10).
c.From the very beginning of the Exodus story God knew that this would happen. That is why he can use the phrase “But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart” when he speaks to Moses even before his return to Egypt to confront Pharaoh with the message from God (4:21).
(Go to Exodus study 10)
 
Exodus answers 10: Locusts and darkness
Answers to Questions
	God’s word to Pharaoh in Ex 10:3 (“How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me?”) explains perhaps the main reason why God sent the plagues over Egypt: Pharaoh’s principal sin was that he did not humble himself before God. Or to put it differently: He did not acknowledge God and God’s plan for the Israelites. This stubborn and persistent lack of humility resulted in the repeated hardening of his heart. He himself hardened his heart. And as long as he refused to humble himself before God, God allowed this hardening of heart to continue, which is expressed in the text through the phrase “God hardened Pharaoh’s heart”.

	The plague of locusts resulted in the total destruction of all vegetation, everything that was left after the plague of hail.

	When Moses announced the eighth plague (the locusts), the Egyptian officials seem to have had enough, so they advised Pharaoh to let the Israelites go or else the country would be ruined (v 7). Pharaoh decided to allow only the Israelite men to go and worship in the desert; they had to leave their women and children in Egypt. But this was, of course, not acceptable.

	The ninth plague (darkness) can be understood as yet another attack on the Egyptian religion. One of the main deities of Egypt was the sun god Ra. So when the God of the Israelites brought darkness over the country it was a serious insult to Ra and his power. 

	When the ninth plague (darkness) had struck, Pharaoh decided to let all the Israelites (including women and children) go. But he had one condition: That they leave their flocks and herds in Egypt. But that condition was, of course, not acceptable, because some animals had to be used for the sacrifices.

Comments on Think and discuss
	This is how I understand the irony in verse 7 and verse 10:

a.In verse 7 the Egyptian officials ironically reflect Moses’ question in verse 3, where God asks Pharaoh through Moses and Aaron, “How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me?” They in their turn ask a similar question, “How long will this man be a snare to us?”
b.In verse 10 Pharaoh uses irony as he “blesses” Moses by using the expression: The Lord be with you! (which is not clear in the Kannada translations). The irony is evident from what follows: First, he modifies his “blessing” (“if I let you go…”). Then, he states, “Clearly you have some evil purpose in mind.”
	We as South Indian Christian believers today can learn much from Pharaoh’s lack of humility:

a.Pride accompanied by stubbornness will be our personal downfall. It will result in God’s judgment over our lives.
b.Lack of humility will also destroy our ministry, just as it brought destruction over Pharaoh’s land of Egypt.
c.Even our own people and followers will turn against us, just as Pharaoh’s officials criticized him and his stubborn opposition to the God of the Israelites.
	A character study of Moses as he is described in chapters 7–10 should include the following points, which show how he has changed since our previous study of him (based on chapters 2–6, see Exodus study 7: Aaron, Moses and the first plague):

a.He is now obedient to God and follows his commands (7:6, 10, 20).
b.Again and again he approaches Pharaoh with boldness (8:9–11, 26–27, 29; 9:29–30; 10:3–6, 9, 25–26, 29).
c.He now shows maturity, wisdom and spiritual discernment as he interacts with Pharaoh and the Egyptian officials (8:9–10, 29; 9:30).
	–

(Go to Exodus study 11)
 
Exodus answers 11: The tenth plague, the Passover, and the Exodus
Answers to Questions
	This is how the Passover meal was prepared and eaten:

a.A year-old male lamb or kid without defect was selected on the tenth day of the month and kept for four days.
b.At twilight on the fourteenth day the animal was slaughtered. 
c.Some of the blood was smeared around the door. 
d.The animal was roasted over fire and eaten that same night together with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. The whole animal was eaten. Any leftovers had to be burned before morning.
e.The meal was eaten in haste and in a way that showed that the Israelites were ready to leave the country (the cloak tucked into the belt, sandals on their feet, staff in hand). 
	Before they left Egypt, the Israelites got silver and gold and clothes from the Egyptians. There must have been lots of it, because it says that they “plundered” the Egyptians. On the other hand the Egyptians were favorably disposed to the Israelites and happily gave them what they asked for.

	Not only Israelites left Egypt at the Exodus. In 12:38 we read that Many other people went with them. This was probably why there was a need for regulations for the Passover (12:43–49).

	In 12:43 it says that no foreigner/alien (the same word is used in the Hebrew text in v 48) was allowed to eat of the Passover lamb. But when we look at verse 48 we find that foreigners/aliens who had been circumcised together with all the males in their household were allowed to take part. From this we understand that the Passover meal was a community celebration. So all those who belonged to the Israelite community – evidenced by the circumcision of all males – could take part; but no others.

Comments on Think and discuss
	There were two reasons why the Egyptians would consider the death of the firstborn to be the ultimate disaster:

a.In the culture of those days the family line was continued through the firstborn son. That was the reason why the firstborn son received a double share of his father’s inheritance (see Deut 21:17). So a man’s hope and dreams were linked to the firstborn son.
b.The firstborn son represented the family. So judgment on all the firstborn symbolized God’s judgment on the whole nation.
	God said that he would bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt during the Passover night (Ex 12:12). I think that this statement could be seen as referring to two things:

a.As the firstborn males in Egypt were killed that night, all the Egyptian gods would be put to shame. They were evidently powerless. In addition, several Egyptian animal gods had already been put to shame and judged through the previous plagues.
b.The Egyptians worshiped all kinds of animal gods. As all the firstborn of the animals that represented these gods were killed, it would be a judgment over all the gods of Egypt. 
	God told Moses to consecrate to him every firstborn male. This is the background

a.God had adopted Israel as his firstborn: “Thus says the Lord, Israel is my firstborn son” (Ex 4:22).
b.God had saved every firstborn male among the Israelites (people and animals) from being killed by the tenth plague.
c.Consequently every firstborn male (whether a person or an animal) belonged to him. The animals were sacrificed. But the male children were “consecrated” and redeemed by animals sacrificed in their place. So in commemoration of God’s acts of love during that first Passover night the Israelites would dedicate the firstborn of its people and animals to God.
	–

(Go to Exodus study 12)
 
Exodus answers 12: Promises to Abraham
Answer to Questions
	These are God’s promises to Abraham as found in:

a.Gen 12:2–3: To make him a great nation, his name great, and to make him a blessing, so that all peoples on earth would be blessed through him
b.Gen 12:7: Canaan to him and his offspring
c.Gen 13:14–17: To give all the land of Canaan to him and his offspring for ever, and to make his offspring countless
	The chart reflects these promises in the first box, like this:

a.“The land” refers to Canaan, the Promised Land
b.“Many descendants” refers to a great nation, and countless offspring.
c.“Blessing to all the earth” refers to the promise that all peoples on earth would be blessed through him.
	I interpret the two lower levels of the chart like this: 

a.The box on the middle level (great acts of judgment/salvation, Ex 6–12) shows God at work so that the promises about the land and a great name can be fulfilled. Judgment over the Egyptians is necessary for them to release the Israelites in order for them to journey to the Promised Land. This judgment will also make them realize the greatness of the God of Israel (the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob). The same great acts of God will result in the redemption (or salvation) of the Israelites.
b.The two boxes on the lower level show the results of the previous points (as seen in the middle level box). 
	This is the extent to which God’s promises to Abraham have been fulfilled so far in the book of Exodus:

a.The Israelites had become “exceedingly numerous” (Ex 1:7) during their 430 years of stay in Egypt.
b.The Israelites were finally on their way to the Promised Land.
c.The blessing to all nations on earth would, however, only be fulfilled through Jesus.
(Go to Exodus study 13)
 
Exodus answers 13: Crossing the sea
Answers to Questions
	God didn’t lead the Israelites the shortest road from Egypt to Palestine. That road led through the area of the hostile Philistines, and God was afraid that the Israelites might turn back to Egypt if they had to face the Philistines in war. So instead God led the Israelites the longer route by the desert toward the Red Sea.

	Pharaoh changed his mind about having allowed the Israelites to go, because he realized that the country would now suffer the loss of their labor.

	From God’s point of view Pharaoh’s change of mind is described with  these expressions:

a.“I will harden Pharaoh’s heart” (v 4)
b.“The Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt” (v 8)
The best way of understanding these two expressions theologically is that God allowed Pharaoh to go ahead with what he had already decided to do. Like this: Pharaoh changed his mind about the Israelites and sent his army to bring them back to Egypt. God didn’t stop him but allowed him to go ahead. So “God hardened Pharaoh’s mind”.
We also find the same expression about the Egyptian horsemen as they decided to pursue the Israelites into the water. From God’s point of view their decision is expressed like this: “I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they will go in after them” (v 17)
	During the night before the Israelites crossed the sea, the pillar of cloud which had been in front of them moved and stood behind them and brought darkness between the Egyptian army and the Israelites. But in front of the Israelites there was light so that they could see clearly when they crossed the sea. 

	When the Israelites saw what God had done to the Egyptians, they feared the Lord and put their trust in the Lord and in Moses his servant (14:31).

	God “gained glory for himself through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horse-men” (v 4, 17–18) through what happened at the crossing of the sea. 

Comments on Think and discuss
	The state of mind (the mood) of the Israelites changed like this during the course of this study:

a.Triumphant: The Israelites march out of Egypt in triumph, prepared for battle, carrying Joseph’s bones with them (13:18–19).
b.Terrified and accusing: When they saw that the Egyptian army was pursuing them and coming closer they were terrified. They blamed Moses for their predicament and wished they were back in bondage in Egypt (14:10–12).
c.Trusting and believing: When they saw that the Egyptians had perished in the sea but that they themselves were safe on the other side, they understood God’s power and trusted God’s servant Moses (14:31).
d.Jubilant: Finally they celebrated God’s victory by singing a song of praise, dancing and playing tambourines (15:1, 20). This we will find in the following study.
	We get a very positive picture of Moses in this study:

a.He is a man of his word: He keeps the promise that his forefathers have made to Joseph about taking his mummified body (his bones) with them as they leave Egypt (13:19). 
b.He faithfully lives up to his prophetic role, as he mediates between God and the Israelites. Throughout this study we see how God speaks to Moses and to the people through Moses (14:1–2; 13–15; 26).
c.He faithfully listens to and follows God’s instructions in spite of  seemingly hopeless circumstances (13:17–18; 14:21, 27).
d.He lives up to his leadership responsibilities, leading the people (13:18; 14:4b), encouraging and admonishing them (14:13–14).
e.As a consequence he is used by God in a mighty way. Thereby he gains the confidence and trust of the people (14:31).
	–

(Go to Exodus study 14)
 
Exodus answers 14: The songs of Moses and Miriam
Answers to Questions
	The song of Moses (Ex 15:1–18) can be divided into two main parts, like this:

a.The first part (v 1–12) tells the story about how God delivered the Israelites from the Egyptian army at the Red Sea.
b.The second part (v 13–18) is about how God will give the Israelites Canaan in the future.
	The following statements can be explained like this:

a.“The Lord is my strength and my song: He has become my salvation” (v 2): The Lord has saved me. When he did that, he really showed his strength. I will praise him with song for what he has done for me.
b.“Who is like you among the gods, O Lord? Who is like you – majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, doing wonders?” (v 11): Nobody is like the Lord. Unlike the so called “gods” of the Gentiles he is holy and majestic: He is glorious. He inspires awe in the hearts of his people. He has power to perform signs and wonders. Our Lord is incomparable! It would be a great sin to compare the so called “gods” of the nations with you, O Lord!
	Hebrew poetry makes extensive use of synonymous words and expressions. Here are some examples of this from the song of Moses (v 1–18):

a.Verse 2: I will praise him … I will exalt him
b.Verse 5: The floods … the depths
c.Verse 8: piled up … stood upright … congealed
d.Verses 14–16: anguish will grip … be terrified … seized with trembling … terror and dread will fall upon
Comments on Think and discuss
	Study the song of Moses (Ex 15:1–18) and Miriam’s song (15:21):

a.This is how some of the metaphors should be understood:
	Your right hand dashed the enemy (v 6): God was victorious.

	You overthrew those who opposed you (v 7): God conquered his enemies.

	The blast of your nostrils (v 8): God sent his strong wind.

	The earth swallowed them (v 12): They were destroyed.

	The inhabitants of Canaan melted away (v 15): They will not be able to oppose the invaders but be easily conquered

b.Some anthropomorphisms that describe God as if he were human: 
	The Lord is a warrior (v 3)

	Your right hand shattered the enemy (v 6)

	Your nostrils (v 8)

	You blew with your breath (or wind) (v 10)

	You stretched out your right hand (v 12)

	The might of your arm (v 16)

c.Here are three examples of parallelism:
	Verse 2 (second half) is an example of synonymous parallelism: “He is my God, and I will praise him” means more or less the same thing as the following line “my father’s God, and I will exalt him.”

	Verse 8 is structured like this: It begins with a metaphorical and anthropomorphic “statement” (“With the blast of your nostrils”) followed by three synonymous metaphorical statements (“the waters piled up – The floods stood upright like a wall – the deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea”). So this verse is another example of synonymous parallelism.

	The “refrain” (v 21, compare v 1) is an example of synthetic parallelism as more material is added to the exhortation “Sing to the Lord”, like this: first we find the reason for the exhortation (“for he has triumphed gloriously”); then we are given “the reason for the reason” (the Lord is highly exalted because “The horse and its rider he has thrown into the sea”).

d.I understand the relationship between the two songs like this: The longer song seems to have been written by Moses (“I will sing to the Lord…") but sung by people in general (v 1). Miriam has adapted (“I will sing…" has been changed to an exhortation “Sing to the Lord…") the refrain (the chorus) of the longer song. 
	This is the picture of God we find in the song of Moses (v 1–18):

a.He is the exalted sovereign Lord, majestic in holiness, matchless, awesome, eternal ruler, worthy of praise: v 1, 7, 11, 18
b.He is a powerful warrior, a king leading his people into battle: v 1, 3, 4, 6, 7
c.He is the protector and the savior of his people, their redeemer and their guide, his love is unfailing: v 2, 13, 16
d.He is a personal God, but also the God of the patriarchs, a God who has revealed his personal name: v 2, 3
e.He is the Lord of nature and its forces, one who works wonders: v 8, 10, 11, 12
f.He is God of history who will fulfill his plans and promises: v 13–17
	–

(Go to Exodus study 15)
 
Exodus answers 15: Into the desert
Answers to Questions
	When the Israelites found that the water at Marah was bitter, they grumbled against Moses.

	After the Israelites had left Marah they camped at Elim, where there were palm trees and plenty of water.

	The Israelites were told to gather twice as much manna on the sixth day so it would last them over the seventh day, the Sabbath day, the day of rest and no work.

	God told Moses that his reason for providing meat and bread for the Israelites in the desert was that they would know (“experience”) that the Lord was their God (16:12).

	The story about the Israelites and the manna contains two cases of dis-obedience:

a.Some of the Israelites didn’t pay attention to Moses’ instructions. So they gathered more than one gomer of manna. It didn’t keep. And Moses was angry (16:20).
b.Others went out to gather manna on the Sabbath day. They didn’t find any. And Moses scolded them for their disobedience (16:27–29).
Comments on Think and discuss
	I understand the sentence “There the Lord made a statute and an ordinance for them, and there he tested them” (15:25, second half) like this: God tests us in order for us to demonstrate our trust in him and our obedience to his will. He tests us in order to confirm and strengthen our faith. At Marah God performed a miracle to show the Israelites that he was their healer and to strengthen their faith and trust in him. If they trusted him (paid attention to his commands and kept all his decrees) he would prove himself their healer also in the future. They should not grumble but put their trust in their Lord.

	In question 5 above we looked at two cases of disobedience in connection with the manna. It seems as if “trust” in these two cases could be seen as the opposite of “disobedience”:

In Deut 9:23 Moses uses the words “trust” and “obey” together as he reminds the Israelites about their years in the desert: “But you rebelled against the command of the Lord your God. You did not trust or obey him.”
This reminds me of an old Christian song in English with the refrain: 
“Trust and obey! 
For there is no other way
To be happy in Jesus
But to trust and obey.”
If the Israelites had trusted God to provide manna for them every day in the wilderness, there would have been no need for them to disobey his commands about only gathering enough manna for one day, except once a week when they needed extra manna for the Sabbath day. They would also have understood the futility of looking for manna on the Sabbath day. So here we can see that the opposite of “disobedience” is not only “obedience” but also “trust”. If the Israelites had trusted the Lord, the result would have been obedience. But because they didn’t trust the Lord, the result was disobedience.
Give examples from your own Christian experience of the connection 
	between trust and obedience

	between disobedience and lack of trust.

(Go to Exodus study 16)
 
Exodus answers 16: Water and Amalekites
Answers to Questions
	The place where God made water come out of the rock was originally called Rephidim (which means “plains” or “resting place”). But because of what happened there, Moses called it Massah (which means “testing”) and Meribah (which means “quarreling”).

	The Israelites had tested the Lord at Massah (“testing”) because they had questioned his presence among them: “Is the Lord among us, or not?” (v 7)

	When Moses’ hands grew tired during the battle against the Amalekites, Aaron and Hur held up his hands. As long as Moses’ hands were raised, the Israelites were winning over the Amalekites.

	After the victory in the battle against the Amalekites, God told Moses to record the event in writing on a scroll. 

Comments on Think and discuss
	–

	–

(Go to Exodus study 17)
 
Exodus answers 17: Jethro visits Moses
Answers to Questions
	The meeting between Jethro and Moses must have followed the customs of those days:

a.First, Jethro sends advance information to Moses about his arrival.
b.Then, Moses goes out into the desert to meet his father-in-law before his actual arrival.
c.Then, Moses greets Jethro politely: he bows down and kisses him.
d.Finally, Moses invites Jethro into his tent where they talk in private.
	After Moses had told his father-in-law Jethro about the Exodus event, Jethro realized the Lord’s greatness. Then he arranged for and offered burnt sacrifices to God.

	When Moses’ father-in-law asked him why he was alone giving the people advice from morning till evening, Moses answered that the people came to  him with all their disputes and questions.

	Jethro’s criticism of the way in which Moses had arranged his work had two aspects:

a.First, the work was too much for Moses to handle alone. If he kept on like this he would wear himself out.
b.Second, the people would also wear themselves out. Perhaps they had to wait for hours or days to get an appointment with Moses. Or perhaps they were wasting their time standing in line waiting to present their matters to Moses.
	Jethro had two main suggestions how Moses’ work could be restructured:

a.Moses would still be the mediator between God and the people. He would continue to bring matters from the people before God. He would also continue to teach the people God’s decrees and laws and explain to them how they should live their lives according to these decrees and laws. He would also handle the difficult cases referred to him by his helpers.
b.Moses would select and appoint four levels of helpers to handle everyday judicial matters. These helpers would be authorized to take the necessary decisions on these matters
	Moses responded very well to the advice of his father-in-law. He selected and appointed God-fearing, trustworthy, honest and unselfish men to serve as judges under him. They would independently take care of all the simple cases and only refer the difficult cases to Moses.

Comments on Think and discuss
	Jethro must have come to visit Moses in the desert as a result of the information about the Exodus that Moses’ wife Zipporah had brought with her. Moses had sent Zipporah and their sons Gershom and Eliezer to Jethro (v 2). She told Jethro what had happened (v 1). So Jethro went with Zipporah and the two sons to meet Moses and the Israelites in the desert (v 5).

	Jethro was not only a wise person, but also God-fearing:

a.When he gave his advice to Moses, he added “and may God be with you” (v 19).
b.He finished his proposal with, “If you will do this and God so commands” (v 23).
	Ex 18 contains great lessons about leadership. We find two important leadership issues addressed:

a.Delegation: 
	Find and appoint the right people and trust them to work independently. Don’t interfere in their work. Don’t overrule them (if you do, both they and the community will be confused and unhappy). 

	Be absolutely clear about the extent of their authority: Moses dealt with the difficult cases, the new leaders took care of the rest. Even the community must be clear about this: then they will go home satisfied (Ex 18:23).

b.Leadership qualifications (Jethro’s suggestions):
	Capable

	Representing the whole community

	Teach and instruct them about how to live their lives and how to perform their duties

	God-fearing

	Trustworthy

	Haters of dishonest gain

	–

(Go to Exodus study 18)
 
Exodus answers 18: At Mount Sinai
Comments on Think and discuss
	Compare 19:16–19 with 20:18–21. These passages seem to be very similar. I find it possible that they refer to the same event:

a.They are so similar that it seems unlikely that they could describe two different occasions.
b.In 19:20 the Lord calls Moses to the top of the mountain. This could very well refer to what is mentioned in 20:21 second half: “Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was.”
c.Moses doesn’t seem to think that it was necessary for him to go down and warn the people to keep away from the mountain (19:23). So he may not have gone down.
d.If the text is not presented in strict chronological order, 19:25 (“So Moses went down to the people and told them”) could be understood as the conclusion of what is recorded in chapter 23. Because at the very beginning of chapter 24, God tells Moses to come up with Aaron and the others. This shows that Moses must have left the mountain at some point.
	Let's us assume that these two passages refer to the same event. The consequence of that would be that the text in chapters 19–20 has not been written in complete chronological order. This would not be a problem for me. There are many examples in the Bible of texts presented in a way that is not strictly chronological, for example Ezra-Nehemiah and the Synoptic gospels.

	If we modify the “order of events” as presented in the Introduction to this study so that 19:16–19 and 20:18–21 become variations of the same event, the number of times that Moses went up on the mountain is reduced from six to five. Times three and four will become one. This means that the Ten Commandments, the Book of the Covenant, and the promise to prepare the way for the Israelites to the Promised Land (chapters 20–23) are all given during the same visit.

(Go to Exodus study 19)
 
Exodus answers 19: Moses on Mount Sinai
Answers to Questions
	These are the points in God’s message for the Israelites through Moses in Ex 19:3–6:

a.He reminds them about the redemption from Egypt and how he has brought them safely to Sinai (v 4).
b.He promises that he will make them his treasured possession – if they obey him and keep his commandments (v 5).
c.He promises to make them a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (v 6). But he also reminds them that he is sovereign over the whole earth and all the nations (v 5).
	The Israelites were informed about God’s message like this:

a.First Moses called the elders and explained to them what the Lord had told him (v 7).
b.Then all the people must have been told, because they were the ones who responded to God’s message (v 8).
	When Moses went up on the mountain the second time, he must have reported back to God that the Israelites had promised to follow the Lord’s commands (v 8).

	The Israelites had to do two things to consecrate themselves for the day when the Lord would come down on Mount Sinai:

a.They had to wash their clothes (in order to be physically clean).
b.They had to abstain from sex (in order to be ceremonially clean).
	Those of the Israelites (the common people as well as the priests) who came too close to the mountain would die.

	The physical signs of God’s holy presence on the mountain were thunder, lightning, loud trumpet blasts, smoke, fire and earthquake.

(Go to Exodus study 20)
 
Exodus answers 20: Moses receives the law
Answers to Questions
	God introduces the Ten Commandments by stating who he is and what he has done for the Israelites. This introduction is very significant: It shows that the context of the Ten Commandments is God’s covenant with Israel.

	The people who received the Ten Commandments were the Israelites. They are described as the people who God brought out of slavery in Egypt. The significance of this description is not only that it must be understood in the context of the covenant, which was covered in the previous question. It is also that the aim of these commandments cannot be to bring the Israelites into some kind of new bondage. Instead, the purpose of the Ten Commandments is to establish them in their newly achieved freedom. They needed to understand how to live in liberty. For that they needed the Ten Commandments.

	In 20:5–6 we find a contrast between the limited consequences of sin (just to a few generations, or perhaps even limited to the household in which the sin was committed) and the long-lasting effects (a thousand generations) of God’s love over those who keep his covenant.

	The Sabbath day is holy because God made it so by resting on the seventh day after having completed his work of creation on the first six days.

	The promise attached to the commandment to honor one’s parents is long life in the “Promised Land”.

	These are the Ten Commandments as listed in Ex 20:3–17:

a.You shall have no other gods before me.
b.You shall not make for yourself an idol.
c.You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.
d.Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
e.Honor your father and your mother.
f.You shall not murder.
g.You shall not commit adultery.
h.You shall not steal.
i.You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
j.You shall not covet … anything that belongs to your neighbor.
	Evaluation of the Ten Commandments in the light of Christian ethics:

a.These commandments are still valid for most Christian believers: no other gods; no idols; not misuse God’s name; honor your parents; not murder; not commit adultery; not steal – totally 6 commandments
b.These commandments most Christians believers don’t bother to follow: the Sabbath day; not give false testimony; not covet – totally 3 commandments
c.These commandments many Christians don’t consider valid any longer: – 
d.Note: The commandments are all more or less still valid for the church today. They consists of theological and ethical principles.
	Agricultural land must lie fallow during the seventh year. The reason given for that is the poor people and the wild animals would benefit from the land that year.

	No work must be done on the seventh day. The reason given for that is animals, slaves and aliens needed a day of rest and refreshing.

	The three annual festivals were the Feast of the Unleavened Bread (celebrated in March–April and commemorating the Exodus), the Feast of Harvest (celebrated in May–June; it was also called the Feast of Weeks or Pentecost), and the Feast of Ingathering (celebrated in September–October and commemorating the wilderness years; it was also called the Feast of Tabernacles/Boots).

	The Book of the Covenant (Ex 21:2–23:19): Some examples of how we relate to these laws today. When we have similar laws today, I have put them in brackets:

	Laws that we still follow 	Laws that we don’t follow today
	(Payment of compensation if you have hurt somebody)	What to do with Hebrew servants/slaves after six years
	(Not mistreat foreigners)	Death penalty for manslaughter, attack on parents, kidnapping, cursing parents
	(Not take advantage of widows and orphans. Fines if you don’t pay your workers)	Punishment for beating slaves
	(A thief must pay fines)	Life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise
	 
	A thief to be sold as slave if he cannot pay for his theft
	 
	A sorceress must be killed
	 
	Not charge interest for loans to your own people
	 
	Redeem the firstborn son and sacrifice the firstborn animal
	 
	Celebrate the three annual festivals

Note: Hardly any laws in the Book of the Covenant are valid for the church today. They consist of historical and cultural applications of theological and ethical principles. As their historical and cultural context (in other words: the ancient Israelite society) no longer exists, these laws are no longer applicable.
Comments on Think and discuss
	–

	The Ten Commandments and the laws in the Book of the Covenant:

a.The basic difference between them is that the Ten Commandments express theological and ethical principles, while the Book of the Covenant contains applications of the Ten Commandments in the historical and cultural context of the Israelites during Old Testament times.
b.This difference has important consequences for us present-day Christian believers: God’s people must always follow the Ten Commandments. But the laws found in the Book of the Covenant hardly concern us at all. The reason is that our historical and cultural context is totally different from those of Old Testament times.
(Go to Exodus study 21)
 
Exodus answers 21: The law
Answers to Questions
	These are my conclusions after studying the illustration called Redemption comes before the law:

a.The laws (in particular the Ten Commandments) are the “covenant stipulations” (the “Testimony”) of the Sinai Covenant. They seal the Sinai Covenant.
b.But the Sinai Covenant comes after the Exodus event.
c.The Exodus event is God’s redemption of the Israelites from their bondage in Egypt.
d.So first comes redemption (the Exodus event), then comes the law (the “Testimony” of the Sinai Covenant).
	These are my conclusions after studying the illustration called The Ten Commandments and the Covenant Code:

a.I do not agree with the statement that the Ten Commandments were addressed directly to the Israelites, which some Bible scholars claim. We have seen in in our previous studies that God spoke through Moses at Mount Sinai, not directly to the Israelites. In Deut 5:5, where we find the second account of the Ten Commandments, Moses clearly states, “I stood between the Lord and you at that time to show you the word of the Lord, because you were afraid of the fire and did not go up on the mountain.” So both the Ten Commandments and the laws in the Covenant Code were given to the Israelites through Moses.
b.I agree that the Ten Commandments contain general principles. So these principles have always been valid for God’s people, in Old Testament times as well as in New Testament times.
c.I also agree that the laws of the Covenant Code are applications of the general principle of the Ten Commandments. That means they reflect the historical and cultural situation of the Israelites during Old Testament times. Consequently, they are not applicable to Christian believers.
d.I am not happy about the way the law is pictured. As we will see in study 23, the two tablets of stone were duplicate copies of the “covenant stipulations” (the “Testimony”), see comment on 31:18.
(Go to Exodus study 22)
Exodus answers 22: God’s angel will prepare the way
Answers to Questions
	This passage is structured into two main parts:

a.God’s angel going ahead of the Israelites, v 20–26
b.God’s terror sent ahead of the Israelites, v 27–33
	The Israelites were told to relate to the angel of the Lord like this:

a.They had to pay attention to and listen to what he says.
b.They must not rebel against him.
	The Israelites had to relate to the religious practices of the people of Canaan like this:

a.They must not worship the gods of the Canaanite nations.
b.They must not follow the religious practices of the Canaanites.
c.They had to destroy the Canaanite idols and places of worship.
d.They must not make covenants with the Canaanite gods (v 33).
	God promised a number of blessings if the Israelites were faithful to him:

a.God would bless their food and water.
b.God would remove sickness from them.
c.God would give safe deliveries to the Israelite women.
d.God would let the Israelites live until old age. 
	God told the Israelites not to let the peoples of Canaan live in the land. If they did so, their religion would trap and destroy the Israelites.

	From this passage we learn that the Promised Land would extend from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea and from the desert of northeastern Sinai to the Euphrates River.

Comments on Think and discuss
	This is how God and the Israelites must work together in order for the Promised Land to be established as Israelite territory:

a.God would go before the Israelites, protect them and bring them to the Promised Land.
b.But the Israelites had to pay attention to, listen to and obey God. They must not rebel against God.
c.God would oppose the enemies of the Israelites.
d.But the Israelites had to listen carefully to God.
e.God would confuse, drive away and wipe out the Canaanite nations.
f.But the Israelites must not worship their gods, make covenants with them or follow their religious practices. Instead they must destroy their idols and their places of worship. And they must not let the Canaanites remain in the land.
g.Conclusion: The Israelites had to cooperate with God in order to take possession of the Promised Land.
	From this passage and from our answers to the previous question we can learn some spiritual principles for our own life and ministry. But not everything that God tells the Israelites in this passage applies to Christians today.

a.Some spiritual principles that apply to us:
	Without God we can do nothing. He goes before us, he protects us, he drives out our enemies before us, he gives us victory.

	But we have to listen to and obey him. 

	And we have to be godly (“holy”) people. We must not worship the pagan gods. And we must not compromise with the religious practices of the pagans. 

b.God’s Sinai covenant with the Israelites and his promises to them about their possession of Canaan were unique to that historical situation. The consequence of this is that not everything would apply to us, for example:
	We cannot make use of this passage to claim that we must destroy the idols and the worship places of non-Christians in our country.

	Or that we must drive our non-Christians from our country. 

c.It is also doubtful if the promises that the Lord made to the Israelites  as a consequence of their worship of him automatically apply to us (v 25–26). As Christian believers in this world we sometimes experience lack of water and food, sickness, miscarriages and barrenness, even shortened life spans. But we know that when the Kingdom of God comes in full glory at the return of Jesus Christ, all these things will be done away with. Then there will no more sickness or death, no more lack of food or water.
(Go to Exodus study 23)
 
Exodus answers 23: The covenant confirmed
Answers to Questions
	When the Israelites heard Moses’ report of what God had told him on the mountain, they responded very positively and promised to obey the Lord in everything.

	Moses then wrote down everything that the Lord had told him. Earlier God had told Moses to record the victory over the Amalekites (Ex 17:14).

	The covenant was confirmed like this:

a.Twelve pillars representing the twelve Israelite tribes were erected.
b.Burnt offerings and fellowship offerings were presented to the Lord. Moses sprinkled blood on the altar.
c.Moses read the law and the people promised to obey it.
d.Moses sprinkled the rest of the blood (Moses called it “the blood of the covenant”) on the people.
	The significance of “then” (not seen in all translations) in v 8 is that first the Israelites had to agree to obey the Lord’s commandments. Only then could they participate in God’s covenant with them.

	Aaron, his two sons Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the Israelite elders (among them Joshua, see v 13) were allowed to come up onto the mountain with Moses. But the difference between them and Moses was how far they were allowed to go. Moses was allowed to get closer to God. And Moses was the only person to whom God spoke. The others could only worship God from a distance.

	God revealed himself to Moses and the other leaders who came up on the mountain as somebody who was standing on a sky-blue pavement made of precious stone.

	God asked Moses to come further up on the mountain because he wanted to give him the tablets of stone (v 12).

	We find out only two definite things about Joshua in chapter 24: He was Moses’ aide, and he went with Moses further up on the mountain (v 13). So we can assume he must have been one of the seventy elders whom God told Moses to bring up on the mountain (v 1). We can also assume that he didn’t stay with Moses the whole time, as God had said that only Moses was to approach him (v 2). But we know that he was with Moses on the mountain after he had received the stone tablets from God (31:18) and was walking down from the mountain to the Israelite camp (32:15–17).

	The Israelites experienced God’s presence on the mountain like a consuming fire on top of the mountain (24:17). They probably also saw the cloud into which Moses entered to approach God (v 15, 18).

	Before God gave Moses the two tablets of the testimony (31:18), he gave him all the instructions concerning offerings for the Tabernacle (25:1–7), the Ark (25:8–22), the table and the lampstand (25:23–40), the Tabernacle (chapter 26), the altar of burnt offering (27:1–8), the courtyard (27:9–19), the oil for the lampstand (27:20–21), the priestly garments (chapter 28), the consecration of the priests (chapter 29), the altar of incense (30:1–10), the atonement money (30:11–16), the basin for washing (30:17–21), the anointing oil (30:22–33), the incense (30:34–38), Bezalel and Oholiab to be in charge of all the work (31:1–11), and the Sabbath (31:12–17).

	The two stone tablets were called “the two tablets of the testimony” because they contained the “the covenant stipulations” (the Ten Commandments) of the Sinai Covenant (see comment on 31:18 above, where the connection between these two terms is explained).

Comments on Think and discuss
	The blood from the sacrificed bulls is used in this passage in two different ways:

a.First, half of the blood is sprinkled on the altar. This symbolizes that God accepts the sacrifice that the Israelites have offered and that he grants them forgiveness.
b.Second, the rest of the blood is sprinkled on the people. This symbolizes the binding of the Israelites to the covenant. They become people of the covenant as the sprinkled blood on them puts into effect the covenant.
	I understand the statement, “But God did not raise his hand against the chief men of the Israelites” (v 11) like this:

a.God didn’t punish them for coming so close to and for “seeing” him. He himself had called them to come up on the mountain.
b.They only “saw” God to the extent that he allowed them to see him. They didn’t see the fullness of God’s glory. They wouldn’t have survived that (compare 33:20 where God tells Moses, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live”). 
(Go to Exodus study 24)
Exodus answers 24: The golden calf
Answers to Questions
	Moses’ forty day absence on the mountain must have played an important role for the apostasy of the Israelites: They were left a long time without Moses’ leadership. It is also evident that Aaron was not able to replace Moses as their spiritual leader.

	God describes the Israelites in this chapter like this:

a.They were no longer his people. He calls them “your people” as he tells Moses what was happening.
b.They lacked stability so they were easily spiritually corrupted. 
c.They had indulged in spiritual practices that breached the covenant.
d.They were stubborn and stiff-necked.
As a consequence of all this, God now wanted to destroy them.
	Moses uses three arguments to make God change his mind:

a.God should remember what he had done to the Israelites as he brought them out of Egypt in such a miraculous way.
b.God should consider his reputation among the Egyptians. If God now destroyed the Israelites, they would claim that God only brought them out in order to kill them in the desert.
c.God should remember his promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to make their descendants as numerous as the stars and to give them the Promised Land. 
	The tablets of stone are described like this:

a.They are two. So the covenant stipulations are recorded in duplicate, one copy for each party: one for God and one for the Israelites.
b.They are the tablets of the testimony. “Testimony” stands for “covenant stipulations”. They contain the conditions of the covenant (the Ten Commandments) that God made with the Israelites at Mount Sinai.
c.They are the work of God and the writing was the writing of God. These expressions signify that it was God’s own covenant, and that the covenant stipulations written on the tablets of stone were his.
	When Moses saw what was happening in the Israelite camp, he reacted like this:

a.He got very angry.
b.He threw the tablets of stone on the ground and broke them. This illustrated that the Israelites had broken the covenant with God by what they had done.
c.He thoroughly destroyed the idol.
d.He made the Israelites drink the water in which the grounds of the idol had been mixed. 
e.He blamed Aaron for what had happened, and accused him of having led the people into committing this great sin.
	When Moses blamed Aaron for having made the golden calf, he defended himself like this:

a.First he put the blame on the people and their evilness. They were the ones who had asked him to make idols that could lead them now that Moses no longer was there to lead them.
b.Then he explained how the golden calf had come into existence: Aaron had collected jewelry from the people. He had thrown it into the fire. And out had come this bull-calf idol!
	Moses saw that the Israelites were running wild and that they were becoming a laughingstock to their enemies. So he challenged the Israelites by asking them to show their true colors: Those who were with the Lord would come over to Moses. 

	All the Levites responded and came over to Moses. Then Moses told them to take their swords, walk around the camp, and kill people. That day three thousand people were killed.

	Moses again pleads with God at the end of the chapter: 

a.He first acknowledges the great sin that the Israelites had committed. 
b.Then he asks God to forgive them their sin. He is even willing to give his own life in exchange for the lives of the people.
At the end of the chapter God tells Moses three things:
a.God explains to Moses that only those who have sinned will be punished, and they will surely be punished.
b.God encourages Moses to continue as the leader of the people.
c.God promises to go before Moses.
Comments on Think and discuss
	Aaron called the bull-calf idol “the Lord”. It is not clear from the text why  he chose that name. There are two main possibilities, one negative and one positive:

a.Aaron actually thought that the Lord could be represented by a statue of  a bull-calf. So he readily agreed to the people’s suggestion to make a god who could go before them to the Promised Land. This I think throws a very negative light on Aaron.
b.Aaron wanted the people to maintain some kind of contact with the Lord of Israel who had delivered them from Egypt. He knew that he couldn’t stop the Israelites from worshiping the idol. So it was better for them to worship the Lord in the form of this idol than for them to worship the Egyptian bull god Apis. This I think shows Aaron in a slightly more positive light.
	Moses calls the apostasy of the Israelites a “great sin” (v 21). It was a great sin because it was a breach of the covenant:

a.The first commandment prohibits idolatry. This sin was a clear case of idolatry.
b.The second commandment prohibits the making of and the worshiping of images of God. This sin also broke that commandment.
c.Only forty days earlier, the Israelites had confirmed the covenant (Ex 24:3–8): They had promised to obey all the Lord’s commandments. They had been sprinkled with the blood from the sacrifice and so been bound to the covenant.
	Moses blamed Aaron for the golden calf. But I think some of the blame should also be laid on the Israelites:

a.The Israelites had taken the initiative by asking Aaron to make an idol. They should have remembered the promise they made as the covenant was confirmed 40 days earlier. They should have trusted God and Moses. They should have waited for Moses to come back and lead them.
b.But, of course, most of the blame must be laid on Aaron. Together with Moses he had been with the Israelites through the plagues on Egypt and led them out of their bondage. Moses had entrusted the leadership to him (and to Hur, 24:14) when he went on to meet God further up on the mountain. He should have told the Israelites to be patient and wait for Moses to return. He should have reminded them of God’s mighty acts and promise to take them to Canaan. He should have encouraged them to be faithful to their covenant promises. He should have warned them against the consequences of apostasy.
	I don’t think that the illustration Before and after Idolatry gives a correct picture of the consequences of the apostasy of the Israelites at Mount Sinai. Even before the golden calf story, Moses is the mediator between God and the people. It is through Moses (and Aaron) that God speaks to the Israelites even from the very beginning of the book of Exodus. It is true that God also led them in a more direct way through the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of light by night (13:21). But that didn’t change after the golden calf (Ex 40:36–38).

	–

(Go to Exodus study 25)
 
Exodus answers 25: Moses and the glory of the Lord
Answers to Questions
	The Lord didn’t want to go with the Israelites any longer, because they were so stubborn that he might get angry with them and destroy them (33:3, 5).

	As a sign of mourning the Israelites took off their jewelry (33:4).

	The people stood and worshiped, when Moses went into the Tent of Meeting, because they saw the pillar of cloud at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. So they knew that God had come and that he was speaking with Moses (33:8–11).

	Joshua was with Moses at the Tent of Meeting. He was was Moses’ assistant. But nothing is mentioned about his work at the Tent of Meeting, or about God’s interaction with him.

	Moses used the following arguments when he pleaded with God to go with them (33:15–16):

a.If God didn’t go with them, he should not have asked them to leave Mount Sinai and continue on their journey to the Promised Land.
b.God’s presence with Moses and the Israelites showed that God was pleased with them. So God had to go with them.
c.God’s presence with the Israelites made them different from all other nations.
	God finally agreed to go with the Israelites, because he was pleased with Moses and knew his character (he knew him “by name”), 33:17.

	When Moses asked to be shown God’s glory, God promised to let his goodness pass in front of him as he proclaimed his name. God’s name stands for his goodness, expressed through his mercy and compassion. But Moses would not be allowed to see God’s face (God’s full glory), because that would kill him (33:19–23). 

	This is a list of what Moses experienced as he went up on mountain this time (chapter 34):

a.Moses brought with him two stone tablet which God had told him to prepare before he went up on the mountain (v 1, 4).
b.God came down on the mountain in a cloud and stood with Moses (v 5).
c.God passed in front of Moses proclaiming his name (v 5–7).
d.Moses bowed down and worshiped God. Once again he asked God to go with the Israelites to the Promised Land (v 8–9).
e.God made a covenant with Moses (and through him with the Israelites, v 27) and gave him the covenant stipulations (v 10–27). These stipulations contained the following laws:
	Not to make any treaty with the Canaanite nations, including marriage alliances and eating their sacrificial food

	Not to worship any other gods. Instead they should destroy the Canaanite places of worship and their idols.

	Not to make any idols

	To celebrate the Feast of the Unleavened Bread (the Passover) as a commemoration of their redemption from Egypt. Also to celebrate the feast of Weeks (Pentecost) and the Feast of Ingathering (Tabernacles/Booths)

	To redeem the firstborn

	To observe the Sabbath day

	Not to mix yeast with any sacrifices

	Not to keep any leftovers from the Passover sacrifice till next morning.

	To bring the firstfruits to the house of God

	Not to cook a young goat in its mother’s milk. Even today, observant Jew don’t mix meat and milk products in their food.

f.God told Moses to write down the words of the covenant, referring to the laws mentioned above (v 27).
g.God wrote down on the new stone tablets the words of the covenant – the Ten Commandments (v 28).
h.After a stay of forty days and forty nights (v 28), Moses came down from the mountain with the two new tablets of the Testimony in his hands (v 29).
	God gave the Israelites these instructions about Canaan and the people there (34:12–16): They must not make any treaty with the Canaanites. This included worshiping their gods, following their religious practices, eating food that had been sacrificed to their idols, and intermarriage.

	 Moses’ face was radiant after he had been with God in the Tent of Meeting. He covered his face with a veil so that the Israelites would not see how the radiance on his face faded away. The Israelites should honor Moses as their mediator with God, whether or not his face was radiant.

Comments on Think and discuss
	This is what we learn about God in these chapters (33–34):

a.He is a God who keeps his promises (33:1–2, 14, 17), both his promises to the patriarchs and his promise to send an angel before the Israelites and drive out the Canaanite nations before them.
b.He is a God who can “change his mind” because he is unchangingly true to his character. He would not go with the Israelites unless they were willing to keep the covenant he had made with them (33:3). 
c.He is a God who communicates and interacts with his servants (33:7, 11, 19).
d.He is a good God. His goodness is revealed through his mercy and com-passion (33:19; 34:7, 
e.He is an awesome and a holy God, and it is impossible for man to get really close to him (33:20, 23; 34:3, 10)
f.He is a God who makes covenants with his people (34:10, 27) and who expects his people to keep the stipulations of his covenants (34:11–26).
g.He is a powerful God who can drive the enemy before his people (34:11).
h.He is a “jealous” God who does not tolerate people who compromise with other so called gods and with pagan religious practices, or with people who make and worship idols (34:12–17). 
	Here are some of the things that we learn about Moses and his spiritual life in these two chapters (33–34):

a.Moses was a man who had close fellowship with God. God spoke to him in the Tent of Meeting, but also on Mount Sinai.
b.Moses was a “prayer warrior”. He struggled with God in prayer, explaining to God the difficulties with the Israelites, reminding him of his promises, pleading with him to change his mind and to go with them on the journey to the Promised Land.
c.Moses was a man who wanted to know God better. He wanted God to reveal his glory to him in a way that went far beyond what most people ever experience.
d.Moses was a man who spent much time with God. For the second time he spent forty days and forty nights with God on the mountain. He also met God regularly in the Tent of Meeting.
e.Moses was a man of worship. He bowed down and worshiped the Lord on the mountain. His face became radiant as he spent time with the Lord and worshiped him. People could really see and understand that he had been with God.
f.Moses took his role as mediator between God and the Israelites very seriously. He was not only the mediator of the covenant that God made with the people. He also brought questions and issues from the people before God.
g.Moses was a spiritual leader who received the respect of the people he served. They knew that he spent time with God. They stood up and worshiped as God came to meet with him. They were even afraid of him when God’s holiness had made his face radiant.
	–

(Go to Exodus study 26)
 
Exodus answers 26: The tabernacle
Answers to Questions
	–

	–

	Moses’ brother Aaron and Aaron’s four sons were the first priests (28:1)?

	–

	The setting up of the Tabernacle (40:1–33):

a.This seems to be the structure of this passage:
	God instructs Moses about where and how to place the ark, the table, the lampstand, the gold altar of incense, the altar of burnt offerings, the basin, and about the setting up of the courtyard (v 1–8).

	The anointing/consecration of the Tabernacle and all its furnishings and utensils (v  9–11).

	The dressing, anointing and consecration of the priests, Aaron and his sons (v 12–16). 

	Moses sets up the Tabernacle according to God’s command (v 17–19).

	Moses places the ark in the Tabernacle and hides it behind the curtain according to God’s command (v 20–21).

	Moses places the table and puts the bread on it according to God’s command (v 22–23).

	Moses places the lampstand with its lamps according to God’s command (v 24–25).

	Moses places the altar of incense with its incense according to God’s command (v 26–27). Then he puts up the curtain at the entrance to the Tabernacle (v 28).

	Moses places the altar of burnt offerings and offers on it burnt offerings and grain offerings according to God’s command (v 29).

	Moses places the basin according to God’s command (v 30–33).

	Moses finishes the work by setting up the courtyard with the curtain at the entrance (v 33).

The expression “as the Lord commanded him” is repeated several times. This shows how careful Moses was to follow God’s guidance in every detail.
b.One part of the consecration, the sacrifices, is only mentioned in passing (compare chapter 29).
	After the glory of the Lord had filled the Tabernacle, Moses was no longer able to enter the Tent of Meeting (the Tabernacle, 40:34–35).

	God used the Tabernacle to guide the Israelites during their wanderings from Mount Sinai to the Promised Land. Whenever the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the Israelites knew that it was time to move on. They followed the cloud, and stopped wherever the cloud stopped.

Comments on Think and discuss
	Read the passage “Moses inspects the Tabernacle” (39:32–43). The key expression “is just as the Lord had commanded Moses” (v 43, compare v 32). I think this could be the significance of this expression:

a.For Moses: He had had a personal experience with God during his two long stays on Mount Sinai, but also through interacting with God “face to face” in the old Tent of Meeting. He had also received the detailed instructions about how to construct the new Tent of Meeting (the Tabernacle). This knowledge of God and his plan convinced Moses of the importance of doing everything exactly as God had told him.
b.For the Israelites: The Israelites had sinned grievously as they made the golden calf and worshiped it. God then planned to leave them and not go with them to the Promised Land. But Moses had interceded with God on their behalf. The Israelites had learned their lesson. They realized that they had to follow God’s plan for them in every detail, including the construction of the Tabernacle.
c.For us: The story about the Israelites at Mount Sinai teaches us the importance for God’s people to be obedient to God and his covenant. We live in the New Covenant instituted by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We should, therefore, do everything we can to live our lives according to the principles of the Kingdom of God as revealed in the New Testament stories and teachings.
	Before God had interacted with Moses in the old Tent of Meeting (33:7–11). Now he was no longer allowed to enter the new Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle (40:35). I understand the change that took place in the spiritual life of the Israelites with the Tabernacle like this:

a.The apostasy with the golden calf  changed the way in which God wanted to relate to the Israelites. So the sin of the people brought this change.
b.Earlier Moses had been the mediator between God and the people. This is demonstrated in the old Tent of Meeting, where Moses brought the issues that the Israelites had before God. 
c.Now God would meet the people and deal with their issues through the new Tent of Meeting, the Tabernacle.
d.God now allowed only the consecrated priests to serve in the new Tent of Meeting. Moses did not belong to them, so he was not allowed to enter. But his brother Aaron and Aaron’s sons were consecrated as priests to serve in the Tabernacle. Only they could enter.
e.From now on, God was present with the Israelites in the Tabernacle. When the cloud over it moved, the Israelites broke camp and followed (40:36–38).
	The year that the Israelites spent at Mount Sinai was a year when God spoke to them and revealed himself to them. This is how he did it:

a.Through his covenant stipulations (the Ten Commandments) and the laws in the Book of the Covenant
b.Through Moses in the old Tent of Meeting
c.Through Moses’ experiences with God (intercession for the Israelites; God revealing his glory on Mount Sinai) which he then wrote down in the Exodus text for everybody to read
d.Through the powerful manifestations of God’s glory during the year they were camped at Mount Sinai
	God speaks and reveals himself to us present-day South Indian believers in various ways. Here are some of them:

a.Through his written word the Bible, particularly the New Testament texts
b.Through church leadership: pastors who preach and teach; counselors who advice and admonish; prophets who have special messages to us from God
c.Through his Holy Spirit (but also through our conscience which has been sensitized by our studying of God’s word), particularly when we spend time in prayer
d.Other ways: open and closed doors; dreams and visions, and so on.
(Go to Introduction to Leviticus)
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