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Jesus said, “If you remain in my word, then you are truly my disciples. You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” (John 8:31–32)
I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, as you come to know him. I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, and what are the riches of the glory of his inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. (Eph. 1:17–19)

Introduction to the textbook
About this textbook
This textbook was written for South Indian Bible college students. Most of them had limited previous exposure to higher education and to the Western classical world. 
The book can be studied from cover to cover as it is written. But it can also be used as a reference tool for those who want to look up a certain Christian doctrine or theological theme. Thus it can be a resource for believers, pastors and Bible teachers even after they have graduated from Bible college.
This book deals with five main doctrines of Christian systematic theology:
God
Humanity
Jesus Christ
Salvation
The Last days
The reason for its limited scope was that separate material had been prepared for three other important theological themes:
The Holy Spirit
The Bible 
The Church. 
So these three areas of theology are only touched on in passing in this book.
The theological perspective of the book is Evangelical and Pentecostal. It firmly claims that the Bible is God’s word, active and at work in Christian believers today. 
How to use this textbook 
Each doctrine is covered by a number of lessons. Each lesson begins with a Scripture exercise, where the student can, alone or in a small group, study the Bible references and reflect on the theme studied. Then follows a presentation of the lesson material. The lesson material can be studied individually or with the teacher in charge. In most cases the lesson material is followed by Additional Scripture references. These Bible references should be used with the Revisit questions and assignments, or just as extra reference. 
Each lesson ends with Revisit, consisting of two or three parts: Explain contains revision questions on the contents of the lesson. Understand contains questions that are more reflective. They should reveal how far the student has grasped the contents of the lesson. Apply (not in every lesson) contains practical assignments. Understand and Apply can be used either in class or as library work.
The study of each main doctrine ends with a concluding section called Conclude and reflect. It provides an opportunity for the student (or for the whole class) to spend time in prayer and worship, thanking God for his revelation and for new insights gained. 
Guidelines to the teacher
Carefully go through this introduction and the table of contents of the book. First do this on your own. Then do it again together with the students. Tell them what they can expect to learn during the course, what the contents are and what assignments they are expected to complete. These assignments can for example consist of answering questions, reflecting on Bible passages and doctrinal statements, or preparing a Bible study. These assignments are found in Revisit at the end of each lesson.
It is important that you as a teacher are well acquainted with the subject. So study the material well. And do this before you face your students. This is what you need to do before you embark on a unit (the study of a main doctrine):
	Carefully go through the whole unit. 

	Don’t neglect to read each Bible reference.

	Answer all the questions and do all the exercises. You yourself must get a feeling of what you are going to ask your students to do.

God bless you in your teaching ministry!
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God
Lesson 1: Revelation – How to Know God
Exercise
	Who is God? Write down words that describe Him. Share them with the class on the whiteboard. 

	Do you know any Bible verses that describes God? Which ones? Compare with the words you wrote down. 

At the heart of the Christian faith lies the belief that there is only one God, who is the creator of all things. This God has revealed himself to us, and we will see in what ways God has revealed Himself. 
Many have tried to prove God’s existence. William Paley (1743–1805) used the picture of a watch to prove God’s existence. A watch is too complex to have come into existence by accident, in the same way the universe is far too sophisticated to have come into existence by chance. As a watch presupposes a watchmaker, so the universe presupposes a creator. This creator is the God we find in the Bible. The God we find in the Bible is not a philosophical construction, but a personal, living and active God. The existence of God can be proved only by experience and not by rational argument. 
In this first unit of the course, we will study God’s identity and try to describe His nature. We will get an understanding of God the Holy Trinity. We will look at God’s attributes and character – what He is like. The last lesson deals with God as the Creator. 
The primary question in theology is that of the knowledge of God. In theology, we talk about God continuously. Christian faith claims to have knowledge of God – not fantasy, imagination or guesswork, but knowledge. What is the basis for such a claim? How is God known?
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Is. 55:8–9

	Ps. 19:1–2

	Acts 14:17

	John 1:14 

	What do we find out about how we can know God? What do they tell us about revelation? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

The mystery of God
We must realise that God Himself cannot be known in the same way as things or persons can be known. He is veiled from human perception. King Solomon says about God that He is the God who dwells in thick darkness (1 Kings 8:12). God is a mystery and cannot be comprehended in any ordinary manner. God is God and not human. So whatever God does is to some extent a mystery. Paul speaks about the mystery of His will (Eph. 1:9), the mystery of Christ (Eph. 3:4) and the mystery of the Gospel (Eph. 6:19). There is mystery in God Himself and in all His ways. 
First and foremost, God is infinite and humanity is finite. God does not exist in the same manner as created beings. One of Jobs friends asks him in Job 11:7: Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? We can’t as humans. The finite is not capable of the infinite. In Isaiah God explains: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” says the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts” (Is. 55:8–9). There is a vast difference between knowing the things of this world and the things of the Almighty and Eternal. 
Secondly, the problem of the knowledge of God rests on the fact that God is holy and humanity is sinful. This is the still deeper problem. Our sins have erected a barrier between us and the knowledge of God. We cannot see past our sins. In Isaiah, it is said that God has hidden his face from the house of Jacob (Is. 8:17) and when we read the context, we see that this is because they have sinned. God is more mysterious to those who live in sin. 
So if this is true, finite and sinful humanity cannot find knowledge of God on its own. How it it possible for us humans to know Him? God must give the knowledge to us. He must help us reach across the gap of finiteness and sin. 
Revelation
All knowledge of God comes by way of revelation. The knowledge of God is revealed knowledge – He gives it to us. He bridges the gap between Him and us to disclose His will to us. God is the source of knowledge about Himself, His ways and His truth. The Greek word for revelation is apokalypsis which can be translated “uncovering” or “removing of the veil”. Study for example Matt 16:17. There Jesus tells Peter that what Peter has just said is not his own insights and knowledge but a revelation from God. The fact that Jesus is the Son of God is known through revelation, the veil is removed and the mystery is revealed. 
General revelation
It is important to note that there is a general revelation of God. This means that God everywhere imparts knowledge of Himself. This is not limited to a certain nation or a certain time in history. 
God reveals Himself in heaven and earth, in the seasons, the skies and seas, in the fields and jungles, in sowing and harvest. (Ps 19:1–2; Rom 1:20; Acts 14:17).
God also reveals Himself in humanity. Humans are created in His image and likeness (Gen 1:26). Thus, we are a reflection of God – in the way we dominate the earth, in our ability to think and imagine, in our ability to create and to feel and in many other ways. Even the part of our humanness that longs for relationship with God, which has led to different kind of religions and ideas, even this proves that God exists.
God also reveals Himself in the workings of history. The Old Testament is full of stories of how God acted in history, including how He started the story of the world. 
But even if God reveals Himself in so many ways people refuse to see him. The Bible says that we are without excuse now that God so clearly has made Himself visible (Rom. 1:20). So the only hope for humanity is that God in His grace comes to us with his special revelation. Thereby he deepens our knowledge of Him as seen in nature, humanity and history. As believers, we know that this illumining of our knowledge of God is an act of His grace. 
Special revelation
Special revelation is particular. God reveals Himself to a particular people. God is known in a true way, not by a general study of creation, humanity and history but by His dealing with a “chosen” people. This people of God are the children of Abraham, either by natural or spiritual descent. To the people of Israel, it was said that they were a people of Gods own possession, not like other people on earth (Deut. 7:6). To the church it is said that we are a chosen people, God’s own (1 Pet. 2:9). Why is the revelation particular? God chooses a people to whom and through whom He will proclaim who He is. The chosen ones will then be a channel to all others, whose minds have been darkened by humankind’s universal wickedness. People everywhere will come to know God through His chosen people (Gen. 12:3).
Special revelation is progressive. There is an unfolding revelation of God in the witness of biblical history. God’s disclosure of Himself is increasing through the Bible. He is the same God throughout the Bible but He gradually reveals more of who He is. God’s character does not change. He is not, as some have suggested, wrathful and holy in the Old Testament but loving and merciful in the New Testament. He reveals himself as the same holy and loving God throughout the Bible. But He progressively declares the depth and the width and the significance of His holiness and His love. 
Special revelation is saving. Through general revelation God makes Himself known but it is the special revelation that has saving power. This revelation can enter a human heart and can change its sinful orientation. The problem with humanity is that even if the general knowledge is there in front of our very eyes, our knowledge of God is darkened and distorted. The special revelation can break through this blindness and bring radical change. It is only as a person’s wickedness is radically changed by Jesus Christ that God again can be truly known. This redemption theme can also be found in the OT. God revealed Himself to Israel as their Saviour (Is. 43:3; Ex. 20:2). Their salvation from Egypt but even more the atonement sacrifices for sin pointed the way to Jesus Christ, the redeemer of our bondage to sin. 
Special revelation is personal. God reveals Himself through His word and communicates through the voice of living persons. Even more, He enters the scene and makes Himself known to people. The OT has many examples of God visiting people and revealing Himself to them: to Moses (Ex. 3:1–14), to Samuel (1 Sam. 3:10–11), to Isaiah (Is. 6:1–5). The climax of this personal revelation is Jesus Christ. In Him “the Word became flesh” (John 1:14). In Jesus, we have the perfect revelation of God (John 1:14; 14:9). 
Special revelation signifies the ways God makes Himself known with a clarity and fullness which far surpass general revelation. It is centred around the miracle of God’s incarnation in Jesus Christ, and it is mediated through the God-inspired words of the Bible. 
More Scripture references
Revelation in general
Deut. 29:29
Is. 55:8–9
Dan. 2:22
Rom. 1:18
1 Cor. 1:21; 2:6–14
General revelation
Ps. 19:1
John 1:9
Acts 14:17; 17:26–28
Rom. 1:19–32; 2:14–16
2 Cor. 4:2
Special revelation
Ex. 31:18
2 King. 22
Ps. 19:7–11
Is. 55.11
Jer. 20:9
John 1:1–18; 14:6
1 Cor. 1:21, 30
2 Cor. 4:6
Gal 1:12–16
2 Tim. 3:16
Heb. 4:12
2 Pet.1:20–21
Revisit lesson 1
Explain
	God is a mystery to us. Explain in what ways. Give Bible references. 

	What is the meaning of the Greek word apokalypsis?

	What is general revelation? Give examples.

	Mention one OT story when God revealed Himself to demonstrate His love for His people. 

	What is special revelation? Repeat the four explanations (particular, progressive, saving and personal) and explain each one. 

Understand
	In what areas do you find that God is mysterious?

	Give examples from your life when God revealed Himself to you through nature or other general ways.

	What are some reasons why people are blind and can’t see or realise that God exists?

	Share a recent moment in your life as a believer, when God revealed Himself to you through special revelation.

	Share one OT verse that describes God’s love and one NT verse that proclaims His holiness. 

Apply
During the coming days, write down revelations you have of God – both general revelation and special revelation. Share them in the class. 
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Lesson 2: The Identity of God
We will now look at the question of who God is. How does He identify Himself in His revelation? What does the Bible declare about Him? Here we will note three things: He is the living God, He is altogether personal, and His nature is spirit. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Ex. 20:1–2

	John 4:24

	1 Tim. 6:15. 

	What do they tell you about the identity of God? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

God is alive
God is the living God. This is a theme frequently seen in the Bible (Deut. 5:26: 1 Sam. 14:39a; Matt. 16:16; 2 Cor. 6:16; Heb. 12:22; Rev. 7:2). 
God is characterised by life because He IS. This implies, as we soon are going to see, that He in contrast to other gods, is alive. When God says that He IS, this also means that He is from eternity, everlasting to everlasting. As we have seen, the first words in the Bible are In the beginning God… Before anything else came to be, God was already in existence. In Ps. 90:2 it is said, Before the mountains were brought forth you had formed the earth and the world. Even from everlasting to everlasting you are God. God is eternal. He created time for His creation, but He Himself is timeless. 
The name Yahweh or YHWH is usually translated Lord. The meaning of YHWH is found in Ex. 3:13–15 where God reveals Himself to Moses saying, “I AM WHO I AM”. God is the living God from eternity. His name, “I am”, implies that He is the living God forever.  
God is the source of life. While all other beings have their life in God, He does not derive His life from any external source. Jesus says in John 5:26, “For as the Father has life in Himself, even so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself” (See also Acts 17:25.) Because God is the source of life, He is immortal. Paul writes in 1 Tim. 6:15–16, God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality and who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen nor can see. To Him be honour and eternal power. Amen. 
God as the living God: Firstly, He is the One who stands in opposition to all idolatry and graven images. Idols of any kind are complete opposite to God as they are dead and He is alive (Jer. 10:5–10). Thus, to worship an idol is to worship a dead object and to profane the living God (Ex. 20:4). Secondly, He is the One who gives life and breath to all things. He brings life back to that which is dead, and constantly renews life. He is the One who acts in the whole drama of creation, redemption, and glorification.
God is personal
God in His revelation declares Himself to be a personal God. He makes himself known by personal names. He shows Himself to be One who engages in personal relationships with humans. He reveals himself uniquely in the person of Jesus Christ. His character is deeply personal. 
God has personal names and titles. He not only wants to be called “God” but also Yahweh or the Lord. This is the personal name that the uses for Himself as He prepares to lead His people out of their bondage in Egypt (Ex. 3:13–15). God is also described as king (1 Sam. 12:12), judge (Judg. 11:27), shepherd (Ps. 80:1), and husband (Jer. 31:32). His most powerful and personal title, however, is Father, which it implies that the people of God are His children. 
God engages in personal relationships with people. He had communion with people from day one of the creation of humanity. He entered into covenants with people, treating them as His partners. 
God shows Himself to be personal God in a unique way by His self-revelation in Jesus Christ. The very fact that God incarnated Himself in the person of Jesus Christ, proves that He is personal. God did not come to people only through the words of Jesus or even His actions, but through His whole person. In His ministry, Jesus was personal in every relationship. He entered into fellowship, met people’s deepest needs and identified Himself with them even unto His death on the cross. 
God is a person, not an impersonal force or an abstract principle. He is an individual being, with self-consciousness and will, with the capacity of feeling, of choosing and of having relationships with other personal beings. This is seen in His relationship with the people of Israel and with the Church. He speaks and He can be spoken to. It is important that we keep in mind that God is not some object that we can use for our own purposes. He is God the one and only, the great I AM. 
God is spirit
God is spirit (John 4:24). He is not composed of matter. He has not have a body. He is an acting dynamic God. He is the Lord of freedom. 
God as spirit means that He is not “flesh and blood”. He is incorporeal. Therefore, His being is also undivided and uncompounded. He is not composed of parts so that He is partly in heaven and partly on earth. Nor is He divided so that one part of His being is Father, another Son and another Holy Spirit. All references in the Bible that speaks about God’s hands, God’s face or God’s back are to be understood as metaphorical descriptions of Him who is spirit. These human expressions and descriptions serve to reinforce and prove what we explained above – that God is a personal God. 1 Tim. 6:16 teach us that no one has seen or can see Him. The writers of the Bible knew that God does not have a literal body but that He is a personal God. He observes human beings. He reaches out to them. He counsels them. In these ways, He has eyes and hands and feet. So the human metaphors are used by the writers to describe a living personal God who is spirit. 
God as spirit is an active God, a God of action. For spirit is that which is totally dynamic. God is the Creator God. God is the Saviour God. God is the Healer God.
God as spirit is free (2 Cor. 3:17). The spirit is unbound, unrestrained and free from being forced. God knows no limits of any kind. God is free to express Himself, free to love, free to carry forward His purposes. God is free in relation to the universe He created. He is not restricted by its laws, structures or other limitations. God as spirit moves freely within and if He so desires, even beyond the created order. God is also free in His dealings with human beings. 
God is the one and only God
In the beginning of the Ten Commandments that God gave to Israel through Moses, God says: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have no other gods before me” (Ex. 20:2–3). God says here that he was the God who delivered the people of Israel and therefore they should not have any other god. The people of Israel lived among many other peoples who worshiped other gods. But the Bible says that these gods are not God. In Jer. 5:7 God says, “Your children have forsaken me and sworn by those who are no gods” and in Jer. 10 the prophet speaks about the living, active God of Israel and the worthless idols of other people. The prophet says: There is none like you, Lord. You are great, and your name is great in might. Who should not fear you, King of the nations? For that is your due. Among all the wise men of the nations and in all their kingdoms, there is none like you. They are both stupid and foolish. The instruction given by idols is no better than a piece of wood…But the Lord is the true God. He is the living God and an everlasting King. At his wrath, the earth trembles, and the nations cannot endure his anger. So tell them this: The gods, who have not made the heavens and the earth, they will perish from the earth and from under the heavens. But He who made the earth by his power, He has established the world by his wisdom (Jer. 10:6–8, 10–12). We can note that in the OT, both the creation of the world and His acts in the history of Israel show that God is God and that He is the one and only God. He is the great and almighty God that created all things, and He leads the history according to his purposes. 
God is one God. Deut. 6:4 states: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God. The Lord is one”. These are the words that the Jews until this day have said every morning when they wake up. This is called the “Shema” after the Hebrew word “Hear” at the beginning of this statement. In the midst of a world that worshiped many gods, Israel proclaimed a radical monotheism. God is not only the only God, but he is also one and indivisible. This is affirmed throughout the OT, especially in some of the prophecies of Isaiah, see for example 44:6 and 45:5–6. The NT has the same clear message: God is one. Jesus confirmed the OT in Mark 12:29 when he said that The Lord our God, the Lord is one. When He prayed to the Father in John 17:3, He referred to Him as the only true God. This is seen throughout the NT (1 Cor. 8:6; Gal. 3:20; Eph. 4:6; 1 Tim. 1:17). 
The oneness of God has much significance for human life and fellowship. When we worship, we are called to worship and love God with our whole heart, soul and strength. This cannot be done if our worship is divided between various deities. Our devotion will not be wholehearted and centred. God as one also unifies His people. We are the body of Christ and as He is one, we can and should be one. 
Both the Jews and the Muslims accuse the Christians of having three Gods due to the doctrine of the Trinity. We will study the doctrine of the Trinity later, but for now we can say that even if God is three persons, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, he is still one and undivided. 
All this shows us the uniqueness of God. God is unique in that he is the one and only God. There is no other god that is creator of heaven and earth. There is no other god that is a living and personal God. There is no other god that has made himself known through a human person, Jesus Christ, who is God. And there is no other god but God who offers salvation from sin completely free and offers all who believe in him eternal life in his presence. God is unique, he is much more than we can understand! 
Before we move on we need to ask the question: Is God a male? The difference of gender, as male and female is an aspect of the created order, not something within God. The Bible uses both male and female illustrations about God to help us picture Him. He is a father who cares for and protects his chosen people (1 Chron. 22:10; Ps. 103:13; Matt. 6:6–9). And He is a mother who gives birth to, feeds, and comforts her children (Is. 49:15; 66:12–13; Matt. 23:37). These analogies do not imply that God is either male or female. He is not a created human person. He is the Creator who stands above his created order. 
More Scripture references
Deut. 5:26; 6:4
Job 11:7
Ps. 90:2
Is. 57:15
Jer. 10:10
Mal. 3:6
Matt. 16:16
John 5:26; 17:5
Acts 17:25
2 Cor. 6:16
Col. 1:19
1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16
Heb. 12:1
James 1:17
Rev. 4:11 
Revisit lesson 2
Explain
	God is living. Explain this statement with Bible references.

	What is the meaning of Yahweh/YHWH?

	God is the source of life. Explain this statement with Bible references.

	In what ways is God a personal God?

	God is spirit. Explain this statement with Bible references.

	How is freedom connected to God being spirit?

	God is the one and only God. Explain this statement with Bible references.

	In what ways is God unique?

	Is God male or female? Explain.

Understand
	God has always existed. He is life. He is living. In what way can that knowledge about God help us in our life – whether long or short – here on earth?

	God is spirit, John 4:24. But Moses saw the back of God, Ex. 33:21–23, and the Law was written on stone tablets by the finger of God, Ex. 31:18. A spirit does not have a physical body! So how do you explain “God’s back” and “God’s finger”? 

	Have you ever truly reflected on the truth that God is the one and only God? In what way does knowing that truth help you in your worship and in the focusing of your prayers? (Compare worship and prayer to many gods.)

Apply
A friend of yours, who is a Hindu, wants to know more about your God. She explains that she likes the Hindu idols as she can look at the pictures and touch the statues. She also likes to have many different idols to turn to depending on the matter for prayer. How will you share about God with her, using what you have learnt in this lesson?
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Excursus: God’s Name
In Biblical times, a name usually had a deeper meaning. Often the person or place with a certain name, had characteristics connected to that name or the name had a prophetic depth, saying something about the future. 
Some examples: 
	Abraham had the original name Abram, which means “high father” but God gave him the name Abraham, which means “father of multitudes” (Gen. 17:5). 

	Sarai (this name means “she who strives”) was given the name Sarah by God (Gen. 17:15). It means “lady/princess of the multitudes”. 

	Peter means “rock” and Simon was given this name by Jesus after his confession in Him as the Messiah (Matt. 16:15–20).

	Bethlehem means “house/home for the bread”. (And Jesus who was born there said, I AM the bread of life, John 6:35).

The name “Yahweh”, or in Hebrew just YHWH (Hebrew is written only with consonants), is composed of the verb “HWH” that means “to be” and the pronoun “Y” that means “I”. God said in Ex. 3:14 to Moses that I AM (YHWH) has sent you. God is a God who is. He is not something static, but He is a living God. The name Yahweh does not give us a detailed description of God, simply because God is so great that we as humans are incapable of fully understanding Him. We cannot give a detailed description of God, because as Augustine, the early Christian theologian, said, “God is always greater.” We cannot put God in a box and say; this is who God is and this is what He is like. So, when we try to explain who God is, we should always have in mind that He is much greater than we can understand, and that we can never fully describe Him. At the same time, God has revealed Himself to us, so that we can know Him and have fellowship with Him. 
The name YHWH is referred to in many places in the Bible. The apostle John describes Jesus as God by the many times Jesus uses I AM about himself, for example I AM the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6), I AM the good shepherd (John 10:11), I AM the resurrection and the life (John 11:25). In the Book of Revelation the same John describes God as the One who IS and was and is to come (Rev. 1:4–6). God is living and active from eternity to eternity. Even His name tells us that. 
The name YHWH was probably pronounced Yahweh, but this we do not know for sure, because the Jews had such reverence for the name YHWH that they did not want to say it. Therefore, they read or spoke the word Adonai instead, which means Lord or they just simply said “the Name”. Occasionally the vowels of Adonai would be written below the consonants of YHWH, making it look as though it was to be read “Yahowah”, a word which has become “Jehovah” in English. It is important to notice that this word is a misunderstanding and the Jehovah’s Witnesses are wrong to say that “Jehovah” is the true name of God. The Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible translated YHWH as Kyrios, which means Lord, reflecting Adonai. So “the Lord” became the word most Christians translations used for YHWH. 
There are many other names for God in the Bible. These names reveal aspects of who He is. For example, the name Elohim appears more than 3000 times in the OT and it expresses the fullness of God (Gen. 1:1; Ps. 68:1). El Shaddai means the all-powerful or all-sufficient one (Gen. 17:1; 48:3–4). El Olam means that God is the eternal God (Gen. 21:33; Ps. 90:2).￼[image: image.png]
Exercise: God’s name 
	Look at the information box above. Read the Bible reference for each name. Why did God or someone else give Him that name in that particular situation? (For example, why did God name Himself Yahweh Yireh in the story with Abraham on the mountain, Gen. 22:14?)

	What other names of God do you know from the Bible? Make a list and try to find the Bible reference where the name is found. 
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Lesson 3: God the Holy Trinity
The God of the Bible is emphatically a living God who does things (Ps. 97:7; 115:3). As we have seen, He is not an impersonal power or energy, but a personal God with distinct character and nature. He is a Spirit who transcends the entire world order, though that order depends totally on Him. 
We have seen who God is: He is a living and personal God, He is spirit, and He is the one and only God. We will now look at the central mystery of the Christian faith – the doctrine of the holy Trinity or the doctrine of the triune God. The confession of the Christian faith is that we believe in one God in three persons. 
Scripture exercise 
Study the following Bible passages
	Gen. 1:26

	Matt. 3:13–17

	John 14:15–22

	What do they tell you about God the holy Trinity? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

The biblical basis
The Bible presents God as three distinguishable persons, commonly referred to as Father, Son and Spirit. The theological term used for this is “the Trinity.” This term does not occur in the Bible, but the Bible clearly teaches such a doctrine. 
The Old Testament
For Israel, the fundamental unity of God is an axiom, an accepted truth: “Hear o Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Deut. 6:4). The emphasis on this truth was important as the surrounding nations were so full of idolatry and polytheism. But Elohim, one of the most common Old Testament names for God, is a plural noun. It implies the plurality of God (In the beginning Elohim created …, Gen. 1:1), even if it does not clearly state the Trinity. Then the phrasing of Gen. 1:26 (“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…”) is an even stronger pointer to the Trinity. God using this plural “we” about himself is also found in Gen. 3:22 and Gen. 11:7. 
The OT also has other allusions to the Trinity:
	The Angel of God who is identified with and yet distinct from God (Ex. 3:2–6; Judg. 13:2–22) 

	The Spirit of God as God’s personal agent (Gen. 1:2; Neh. 9:20; Ps. 139:7; Is. 63:10–14) 

	The wisdom of God as a personal outgoing of God to the world (Prov. 8)

	The Word of God, the creative utterance of God (Ps. 33:6, 9)

	There are prophecies which identify the Messiah with God (Ps. 2; 110; Is. 9:6–7; Dan. 7:9–14)

These examples do not formulate a doctrine of the Trinity, but they show the plurality within God’s unity.
The New Testament
What have been partly hidden in the OT becomes clearer in the NT, with Jesus and the Holy Spirit. The life of Jesus, His character, miracles and claims but even more so His resurrection and ascension, all these things made the apostles worship Him as God. They also understood the reality and activity of the Holy Spirit as the presence of God among them. When Jesus gave them the great commission in Matt 28, He put the pieces together for them – the Lord God was one, yet distinguishable as three: God the Father, God the Son and God the Spirit. 
Each person in the Godhead is asserted to be divine.
	The Father is God: Matt. 6:8–15; 7:21; Gal. 1:1

	The Son is God: John 1:1–18

	The Spirit is God: Mark 3:29; John 15:26; 1 Cor. 6:19–20; 2 Cor. 3:17–18

One way of understanding the distinctions between Father, Son and Spirit is to assign different functions to each one, for example the Father is the creator, the Son is the redeemer and the Spirit is the sanctifier. Even if they are distinct it must never obscure the fundamental truth of the unity of God – in Him all three persons are involved in the activity of each one. The creation might be assigned specifically to the Father (Gen. 1:1; Rev. 4:11), but it can equally be associated with the Son (John 1:3) and the Spirit (Is. 40:12–13). 
Understanding the doctrine
When the church during its early years tried to establish the doctrine of the Trinity, there were many debates and controversies as the subject was (and still is) a complex and mysterious part of our faith. There are four main questions.
1. The limits of language
We can speak about this mystery only because God has spoken about it Himself in the Bible. Our language is limited, and when we try to explain the doctrine of the Trinity, our language struggles. 
2. The way we use “God”
Christian writers use the word “God” in two ways. Sometimes they mean the Father in particular, at other times the entire Godhead. If “God” is thought to refer to the Father only, a false subordination of Son and Spirit becomes inevitable. This subordination is not correct, so believers should be more watchful on how they speak about God. 
3. Three what?
How can we refer to the “three” in the Godhead without endangering God’s unity? In history, they have been named as three persons but today’s way of speaking may confuse “persons” with “personalities”. This may lead to a stronger separation of the three and seem to indicate three separate gods. 
4. Has the Trinity any analogies in the human experience?
The difficulty in understanding this doctrine of God as “three in one” has made thinkers and theologians try to find illuminating analogies. The early Christian theologian Augustine compared the Trinity with the unity and distinctions of the memory, the understanding and the will in the individual human soul. However, these different analogies will not give a complete understanding and they are not perfect. 
The importance of the doctrine
So, if it is so complicated to explain this doctrine, should we even bother? However, just about everything that matters in Christianity rests on the truth of the Trinity, the truth of God being one God in three persons. 
Sin is one example. We have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). It is sin that separates us from God and brings His wrath on us. Consequently, if Jesus isn’t God, my sin has nothing to do with Him. When Jesus at one time forgave a man his sins, He was accused of blasphemy, for only God can forgive sins (Mark 2:5–7). His critics didn’t see who He was. Only if Jesus is God, can He deal with our sins. On the other hand, if He deals with our sins He must be God. 
Another example is the power that Christians claim has come into their lives. Now the Holy Spirit is at work in their lives and they know God and experience His presence. They receive strength to live for Him and gifts to serve Him. If this is not God at work in us, then these claims and experiences are just delusions. Only if the Holy Spirit is God can our experience of the presence and work of the Holy Spirit in our lives be truly redemptive. 
Our belief in the Trinity is crucial for our redemption and our sanctification, yes, for our whole lives as believers. 
The threeness of God is also the basis of the fundamental assertion that God is love. God is not a lonely God who needs His creation as an object for His love. In the Trinity, God is fulfilled in Himself and does not need to create or redeem. God’s creation and redemption are acts of sheer grace, expressions of God as free eternal love. 
More Scripture references
Gen. 1:2, 26; 3:22; 11:7
Ex. 3:3–6
Josh. 5:13–6:2
1 Kings 22:19–28
Neh. 9:20
Ps 33:6, 9
Prov. 8
Is. 6:2
Ezek. 37:24–28
Zech. 9:9
Matt. 3:13–17; 28:19
John 14:15–22
Acts 2:32–36
2 Cor. 13:14
Eph. 2:18; 4:4–6
Phil. 3:3
1 John 5:1–12
Revisit lesson 3
Explain
	Show how the truth of the Christian doctrine of the Trinity is rooted in the Bible 

	In the OT 

	In the NT

	The Father is God. Give Bible references to that fact.

	The Son is God. Give Bible references to that fact.

	The Holy Spirit is God. Give Bible references to that fact.

	Mention some things that show that the doctrine of the Trinity is mysterious and complicated.

	Explain why it is important that the Son (Jesus) is God, when he deals with our sins.

	Explain why it is important that the Holy Spirit is God, when it comes to living with God in the everyday life of a believer. 

Understand
	How would you yourself describe God the Trinity?

	How do you relate to God the Trinity? Who do you pray to? In case you usually turn your prayers to one of the three, why? 

Apply
	Imagine yourself speaking to a Muslim (who thinks that the Christian doctrine of the Trinity is about having three gods and who strongly believes in only one God). How would you explain the Trinity to him or her?

	Imagine yourself speaking to a Hindu (who believes in many gods and that for whom everything is god). How would you explain the Trinity to him or her? 

	If someone told you: “The Trinity is not an important doctrine for our faith”. How would you respond? 

(Go to Table of contents)
Lesson 4: The Attributes of God – What He Is Like
To describe God is a big task that can only be done by studying how he has revealed himself. There are certain qualities or characteristics that are more than just ways to explain God but they describe who he is, they are part of his being. They can be called “the attributes of God.” 
As Calvin (a Protestant theologian from the 16th century) explored the attributes of God he came to one conclusion: “God sparingly speaks about his essence so that we might stay sober.” In our descriptions of God we may try to include every feature of God’s self-disclosure. But we would be wise not to end up with over-detailed descriptions and distinctions. It is also important to remember that all these attributes of God exist in God in an indivisible unity. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
Ex. 24:17
Is. 45:6
Lev. 19:2
1 John 4:8 
	What do these verses tell you about the attributes of God – what He is like? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

The glory of God
Glory is a familiar biblical term. It normally expresses the visible manifestation of God’s being. His glory carries us to the heart of all that is essential to his being as God and divine majesty. A parallel term is “transcendence”, which refers to God as existing beyond all limited reality. 
In the Bible, this attribute was expressed in the manifestation of God at Mount Sinai (Ex. 19–24): the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on top of the mountain (Ex. 24:17), and in Ezekiel’s overwhelming vision of God (Ezek. 1). Something similar is reflected in John’s description of the exalted Christ: His eyes were like a flame of fire… His face was like the sun shining at its brightest (Rev. 1:14–16). After the blinding revelation of Christ on the road to Damascus, Paul testified of having beheld the glory of God in the face of Christ (2 Cor. 4:6). This glory comes into focus only as we fall down before Him in awe and adoration.
God’s glory is manifest in all the three persons of the Godhead:
	The glory of the Father (Rom. 6:4)

	The glory of the Son (John 1:14)

	The glory of the Spirit (1 Pet. 4:14)

To speak about God’s glory is a way to indicate His uniqueness. His glory distinguishes Him from all other beings and realities. His glory demonstrates the truth that He alone is God. In His existence as the triune God, God’s glory is supremely revealed. 
This attribute can also serve as a summary term for other aspects. 
	The infinity of God – He is without limitation (1 Tim. 6:16; Rom 11:33)

	The self-existence of God – He depends on nothing else (Gen. 1:1; Is. 40:13–14; Acts 17:25)

	The immutability of God – He is always consistent, always the same (Mal. 3:6; James 1:17; Heb. 13:8) Among the fruit of the Spirit we find faithfulness (Gal. 5:22) which is a quality that reflects the Spirit. God’s changelessness is expressed in His faithfulness and dependability as He relates to His people. The whole idea of the covenant is based on this attribute. 

The creation of the universe and of humankind are acts of free grace and not the requirements of God’s being. Our ultimate value and significance lie in his glory (Eph. 1:12). 
The lordship of God
“The Lord” is the most frequent title of God in the English translations of the OT. The Hebrew word is Yahweh, a word supremely associated with the covenant God made with Israel. Moses requested to know God’s name and “Yahweh” was the answer he received (Ex. 3:13–15). It means “I am who I am” and represents God’s promise to fulfil his declared purpose of rescuing Israel from Egypt and to establish them in the land of promise. The name stands for God’s loyalty to his people and the infallibility of his promises. 
God’s lordship and sovereignty are similar attributes. He rules in the world and his will is the final cause of all things, particularly including creation and preservation (Ps. 95:6; Rev. 4:11), human government (Prov. 21:1; Dan. 4:34), the salvation of God’s people (Rom. 8:29–30; Eph. 1:4, 11), the sufferings of Christ (Phil. 1:29; 1 Pet. 3:17), our life and destiny (Acts 18:21; Rom. 15:32), and even the smallest details in life (Matt. 10:29). God reigns in his universe, exalted over all other claimants to power and authority. He alone is God: “I am the Lord and there is no other” (Is. 45:6; 43:11; 44:8; 45:21). 
This attribute of God’s lordship is also crucial for our understanding of the Trinity:
	The Father is Lord (James 3:9)

	The Son is Lord (Heb. 13:20)

	The Spirit is Lord (2 Cor. 3:17)

In the Indian society, as in other Asian nation but also increasingly so in the West, the idea of pluralism and idolatry is strong. As believers in God we must stand strong in confessing His lordship. The One who is the eternal Father who so loves the world, the risen Son in His humble humanity and the living Spirit who gives us strength and guidance – this is the God who is Lord and there is no other!
This attribute can also serve as a summary term for other aspects. 
	The omnipotence of God – He is all-powerful (Gen. 17:1). God Himself says in Gen. 18:14: “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” It is repeated with His promise to restore and liberate Jerusalem from the destruction by the Babylonian army (Jer. 32:27). In both these cases God’s promise was completely fulfilled.

Similar testimonies to God’s omnipotence are found in the NT. God reveals Himself as the God with whom nothing is impossible, whether it is the virgin birth (Luk. 1:37) or the regeneration of fallen humanity (Matt. 10:27).
	The omnipresence of God – He is everywhere present. This is well described in Ps. 139:7–12. King David knew his life had been observed and seen by God, whether he was a shepherd on the hills or humbled himself under king Saul or committed both adultery and murder. All was seen by God and He could uncover it at any time (2 Sam. 12:11). The Bible is full of these divine exposures (Gen. 3:11; Josh. 7:10–26; 2 Kings 5:26; Acts 5:1–11).

God’s omnipresence can be most reassuring for us. When wickedness triumphs and injustice rules, God knows and sees it all (Ps. 66:12; Is. 43:2; Acts 23:11). He has appointed a day and time to judge the world, and all its people (Acts 17:31) This is not to be feared but to be welcomed, as we know that His truth and righteousness will prevail. Similarly, we are comforted in moments of personal trial or suffering for our faith (Ps. 56:9; Rev. 6:9; 18:24). 
God’s omnipresence in space has its counterpart in time. This is God’s eternity (Ps. 90:2). There is no moment before or after God. God is eternal as well as omnipresent.
	The omniscience of God – He is all-knowing. This attribute is closely linked to His omnipresence (Ps. 139:1–12). God sees and knows everything. This knowledge gives us mixed feelings. It can disturb us as well as comfort us.

The lordship of God in His omniscience means that we do not wait for any new revelation to replace His self-disclosure in Jesus Christ. Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God. Jesus is the truth, in whom we find all the hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge (John 14:6; Col. 2:3). God’s omniscience is also the basis for the work of the Holy Spirit, which is to reveal the mind and truth of God through the Bible passages and through our experiences (John 16:13; 17:17). 
The holiness of God 
Many find it problematic to combine God’s holiness with God’s love. The holy God of the law and the loving God of the Gospel can to some people seem as two different gods. But the biblical God is both holy and loving, in inseparable unity in each person of the Trinity. 
God’s holiness is central to his being, and is particularly prominent in the OT (Lev. 11:44; 19:2; Josh. 24:19; 1 Sam. 6:20; Ps. 22:4; Is. 57:15). The Hebrew word qadosh which is translated “holy” in English has the meaning of “separation” with the positive implication of being separated for or dedicated to God. 
Referred to God it has the two following implications of which neither should be neglected. They belong together. 
	God is separate from all other beings. He alone is God (Is. 6:3; Rev. 4:8; 1. Tim. 6:16). This divine holiness also applies to the Son (Mark 9:2–7; Luk. 1:35; Acts 9:3–5; Rev. 1:12–18) and the Spirit (Luk. 11:13; Acts 2:4; 4:31; Eph. 4:30; Heb. 9:8).

	God’s holiness separates Himself from all that resists and opposes Him. This is the base of all moral distinctions. God is good and His intentions are good. Everything that resists, opposes and contradicts God’s character and will is evil. God’s holiness means that He is utterly pure and perfect, without any sin or evil. God’s very being is good, pure, just, true, righteous, and morally perfect. 

The Bible addresses the difficulties of combining God’s holiness with His love. When Isaiah had His vision in the temple (Is. 6:1–11), he became conscious of his personal unholiness. Then God provided the solution, a cleansing coal, and Isaiah’s guilt was taken away. The same grace is found at the throne of God in the book of Revelation. God’s holiness is present, strong and eternal. The four living creatures cry without ceasing, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,” Rev. 4:8). And there in the midst of the throne John saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slaughtered (Rev. 5:8). Divine holiness and judgment can be approached because of the sacrifice of a slaughtered Lamb – because of love. The cross is planted in God’s holy heart. 
God’s holiness is found in the entire Trinity:
	The Father is holy (John 17:11)

	The Son is holy (Acts 2:27)

	The Spirit is holy (1 Thess. 4:8)

We can look at four related attributes of God’s holiness.
	God’s righteousness. In the OT, we find His righteousness in His relationship with His creation (Ps. 145:16) and His people (Ps. 31:1; Jer. 11:20). God is a righteous and saving God (Is. 45:21). Lack of righteousness is humankind’s moral predicament before God, and God’s provision of righteousness in Christ constitutes the heart of the Gospel of His grace (Rom. 1:17; 3:21–24; 5:17–21).

	God’s justice. This refers to God’s holy will in action (Deut. 32:4; 1 John 1:9; Rev. 15:3). This attribute of God relates to His love and mercy, since His justice vindicates the needy and the penitent (Ps. 76:9–10; 146:7; Is. 30:18; 1 John 1:9). 

	God’s wrath. God resists with total and final commitment all that opposes Him. God’s wrath is essentially His holiness as it encounters evil and all that opposes Him. Without His wrath God would not be truly holy and His love would degenerate into sentimentality. His wrath cannot be compared to human wrath and anger. God’s wrath is not arbitrary, fitful or subject to emotion. 

His wrath can be seen through history as people reap the moral and spiritual harvest for rejecting God’s revelation (Rom. 1:18–20). But even more so, God’s wrath will be revealed at the end of history (Eph. 5:6; Col. 3:6).
	God’s goodness. This is an attribute which brings together God’s holiness and God’s love. His goodness shows us that the attributes of His holiness and His love cannot be separated. (Ex. 33:19; 1 Kings 8:66; Ps. 34:9; Rom. 2:4).

The love of God
God is love (1 John 4:8) is the best-known biblical definition of God. It is not the only one, and John also balances it by saying that God is light (1 John 1:5). This is important, because human love sometimes covers up wrong attitudes and actions. God is love, but He also shines His light into our lives, which discloses all that needs to be removed or cleansed. His love will never eliminate His holiness. 
Love lies at the heart of the life of God within the Trinity: the Father loves the Son and the Spirit; the Son loves the Spirit and the Father, and the Spirit loves the Father and the Son (Matt. 3:17; Mark 9:7; John 3:35; 10:17; 14:31; 17:26; Rom. 15:30; Gal. 5:22; 1 John 4:8, 16). But the love of the three persons in the Godhead is not simply expressed by their own mutual relations. It overflows to a love for God’s human creatures:
	The Father is love (John 3:16)

	The Son is love (Gal. 2:20)

	The Spirit is love (Rom. 15:30)

The word for God’s love in Greek is agape. There are other words for love in the Greek language such as eros, which is a love that seeks attention and confirmation, and phileo, which is the love of friendship or sibling love. Agape is a love for the unworthy, for those who have forfeited all right to the lover’s devotion. The OT shows God’s love for His people Israel (Deut. 7:7–9) and in Hosea’s love for his faithless wife (Hos. 3:1). God’s love is a love of grace. 
How can this God who acts freely in condescending love be reconciled with the holy God who requires atonement for sin? We must remember that the holiness of God is the basis of all distinctions between right and wrong, between that which God stands for and that which opposes and contradicts His Godhead. God must judge sin, but he does so through His divine and amazing love He does so by passing the judgment meant for us onto Himself. This is love! The love of God is therefore always bound up with grace, a stooping down to embrace the unworthy. 
Three further aspects should be noted.
	The agape of God is expressed mainly in the redemption of sinners but also in His care for His creation (Acts 14:17).

	God’s mercy is His love as it encounters specific human sin. In mercy, He pardons His people’s transgressions. God’s mercy is costly, as seen in Jesus accepting the consequences for human sin by giving his life on the cross (Eph. 2:4; Tit. 3:4–6). 

	The covenant is a key biblical concept around which much of the Bible’s teaching on God’s love is gathered. It refers to God’s love expressed in His entering into relationship with His people. God freely commits Himself to deliver His people and to remain their God. The Hebrew word for grace, chesed, implies loyal love or steadfast love. The covenants will be studied in more detail in the chapter “The Historical Plan for Salvation.” 

Summary
So this  is the God of the Bible:
	The God of glory, in His unapproachable and exalted majesty

	The Lord, exalted above all things and bringing all things into the service of His purposes

	The Holy One, exalted and separated from sin and evil

	The God of love, everlasting, gracious and redeeming

More Scripture references
The God of glory
Ex. 19–24
Num. 14:21; 16:19–22
1 Kings 8:11
Is. 6:1–8
Ezek. 1:28
Luk. 9:32
John 1:14
1 Tim. 6:16
Rev. 1:8.17; 21:11
The lordship of God
Gen. 12:8; 17:1
Ex. 3:14–16
Ps. 135:6; 139:1–12
Prov. 21:1
Is. 43:11; 45:6
Jer. 32:27
Dan. 2:20–22
Matt. 10:29
Mark 10:27
Acts 17:31
Rom. 8:29
Gal. 6:7
Eph. 1:11
Rev. 1:7; 4:11
The holiness of God
Ex. 3:5; 19:10–25; 28:36
Lev. 11:45
1 Sam. 2:2
Is. 6:1–3; 57:15
Amos 4:2
Zech. 14:20
Matt. 3:7
Mark 9:2
Luk. 5:8
John 3:36
Acts 2:1–4; 4:27, 31
Rom. 1:18; 3:21–31
1 Cor. 1:30; 6:19
Col. 3:6
1 Thess. 4:8
1 John 1:5
Rev. 4:8; 15:4
The love of God
Num. 14:18
Deut. 7:8
Neh. 9:17
Ps. 86:5; 103; 118:29
Hos. 3:1
Luk. 11:42
John 3:16
Rom. 5:8; 8:35–39
Gal. 2:20
Revisit lesson 4
Explain
	What is meant by the glory of God? Explain with your own words to a friend in the class and include Bible references. 

	What is meant by the lordship of God? Explain with your own words to a friend in the class and include Bible references. 

	What is meant by the holiness of God? Explain with your own words to a friend in the class and include Bible references. 

	What is meant by the love of God? Explain with your own words to a friend in the class and include Bible references. 

Understand
	What do you think Calvin meant by saying: “God sparingly speaks about his essence so that we might stay sober”? Explain.

	Glory, lordship, holiness and love – can you relate each one of these attributes to each one of the three persons in the Trinity? For example, is God the Father the Lord, explain. Is God the Son full of glory, explain. Is God the Holy Spirit love, explain. 

	We tend to look up to people, such as Bollywood stars, cricket players and politicians. How is God greater than them?

Apply
	How do these attributes of God (glory, lordship, holiness and love) affect:

a.Christian evangelism? (For example, if God is Lord, how do we reach out to others and share God with them?)
b.The priorities of the local church? (For example, if God is holy, how are we to prioritise our activities as church?)
c.Our Christian character and our own lives? For example, if God is love, how should we live and grow more in His likeness?)
	Imagine you met a person facing:

a.Severe illness 
b.Personal moral failure 
c.Bereavement
d.Acute disappointment  
e.A broken relationship 
How would you try to relate God’s attributes in counselling each of these persons?
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Lesson 5: God the Creator
We believe in God the creator of heaven and earth. Creation is that work of the triune God by which He called all things, both material and spiritual, into existence. There are references to creation in every section of the Bible, excluding the account in Genesis. Study them in the exercise below.
It is noteworthy that each person of the Godhead is active in creation. Father (1 Cor. 8:6), Son (John 1:3) and Spirit (Gen. 1:2; Is. 40:12–14).
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Ps. 90:2; 102:26

	Is. 40:26–28

	Jer. 10:12–16

	Amos 4:13

	Matt. 19:4

	John 1:3

	Rom. 1:25

	Col. 1:16

	Rev. 4:11, 10:6 

	What do they tell you about God the creator? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

Creation out of nothing
God created the physical and spiritual universe originally out of nothing (Gen. 1:1; Ps. 33:9; John 1:3; Rom. 4:17, 1 Cor. 1:28; Heb. 11:3). Our human experience of creating is to use things that already exist and rearrange them into new forms and patterns. The creation of God that brought both time and space into being is beyond our comprehension. We find important analogy between creating from nothing and redemption (2 Cor. 4:6). New life in the Holy Spirit is not a repair job but the creation of a radically new being (2 Cor. 5:17).
God did not make the world out of Himself. The world is not an extension of God’s being, but God gave it true independence. God’s way of creating is therefore in contradiction to all forms of pantheism (the belief that everything is divine). 
Continuing creation
The biblical understanding of God as creator includes His continuous, unbroken sustenance and renewal of the world. This is expressed in the idea of upholding (Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:17). The Hebrew grammar in the following Bible passages indicates that it is an ongoing work (Job 9:5–19; Ps. 104:25; Is. 42:5–6; 44:24; 45:18). God is still involved in His creation and there is an ongoing creative activity of God. 
This continuous creative activity can be illustrated by the way the Bible refers to what we call the “natural” order. Things that humanity takes for natural are under God’s control and creativity. For example:
	Stars and seasons (Job 38:31–33; Is. 40:26; Acts 14:17)

	Changes in the weather (Job 38; Matt. 5:45)

	The life cycle of the meanest creature (Job 39; Matt. 6:28–30)

	The work of human beings (Is. 28:24–29; Ex. 31:2–5; Ps. 144:1)

As mentioned we sometimes refer to natural things as nature: They happen because of nature. And nature is seen as a creative and working power on its own. But in the Hebrew vocabulary, no such word exists. For the people of Israel in the OT everything that happened was not caused by nature but by God. From a biblical point of view, natural events such as rainfall and supernatural events such as “quailfall” (Ex. 16) are both actions of God. For the Bible, the very continuance of the world is miraculous, in the sense that it is utterly dependent upon God for its continued existence.
God is the one who upholds the universe. If God were to withdraw his Word then all beings, spiritual and material, would instantly tumble back into nothing and cease to exist. The continuation of the universe from one moment to the next is therefore as great a miracle and as fully the work of God as it was when it came into existence at the beginning. In this profound sense, we all live every instant by the grace of God. Our every breath is His gift!
The issue of a literal interpretation of the creation story
The opening chapters of Genesis are as fully inspired by the Holy Spirit as any other part of the Bible. Our Lord Jesus and the apostles saw them in this way and it is instructive to note how many NT passages refer to them (for example: Matt. 19:4; Mark 10:6; John 1:1; Acts 17:24; 1 Cor. 6:16; 11:7, 9; 15:45, 47; 2 Cor. 4:6; Eph. 5:31; Col. 3:10; James 3:9; 2 Pet. 3:5; Rev. 2:7; 22:2, 14, 19). The divine origin of the universe is therefore not in question. The real issue is the correct interpretation of the biblical teaching. 
One position is to understand the language literally – the universe was formed by God during exactly six succeeding days. A modification of this would explain the days as eras or stages during which God formed the cosmos (Ps. 90:4; 2 Pet. 3:8). Another position would be to say that the six-day period was the time in which creation was revealed to the biblical author or explained to the people of Israel. Still others understand the whole creation story as metaphorical. The details are unimportant; the point of the passage is the central claim that God created everything in the universe. 
The moment when space and time was created was a unique event. We humans cannot imagine life without time and space. This fact itself should caution us not to be too definite about how the details of the creation passages in Genesis should be interpreted. We need to permit some degree of freedom of interpretation. At the same time, we must boldly speak about creation and the Creator, because that is what the Bible does. 
The creation of the spiritual world
God’s creative work is not limited to the physical, observable universe, but extends to the creation of a spiritual world (Ps. 148:2, 5; Col. 1:16). The time of its creation is not stated in the Bible even if we can assume in the light of Gen. 1:1 and 2:1 that it came into being at the same time as the physical universe. 
The spiritual beings who inhabit this world are variously described: angels, spirits, demons, cherubim, seraphim, sons of God, principalities, powers, thrones, dominions (Is. 6:2f; Rom. 8:38; Eph. 6:12 and following). Two are identified by name, Gabriel and Michael (Dan. 12:1; Rev. 12:7). The spiritual beings do not have material bodies (Heb. 1:7) and are normally referred to as being very numerous (Deut. 33:2; Ps. 68:18; Matt. 26:53; Rev. 5:11). Jesus says that they do not marry (Matt. 22:30) and do not die (Luk. 20:36).
Among their functions are the worship of God (Is. 6; Rev. 4), the execution of God’s will (Ps. 103:20) and the ministering of service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation (Heb. 1:14). They are particularly connected with the ministry and mission of Jesus (Matt. 1:20; 4:11; 28:2; John 20:12; Acts 1:10–11). 
To be a Bible-believing Christian means not only to believe in all that the Bible teaches, but also to maintain a scriptural balance between various doctrines. We must therefore take the struggle with the evil powers seriously, just as our Lord Jesus and his apostles did. On the other hand, spiritual warfare is not an all-pervasive doctrine in the NT, so it should not become so in our thinking. Instead the balance of the Bible must determine our understanding of evil angels and spirits. They too are creatures of God, submitted to Him, and servants of His final purposes. They were evidently not created evil (Gen. 1:31; 2 Pet. 2:4). Speculation should be avoided in this whole area! 
The existence of real, created beings which are different from so-called natural life is clear from the Bible. That they are both positive and negative is also clear. To argue against their existence and reality is to go against biblical teaching. Jesus is clearly pictured in the gospels as engaged in a true struggle against a real and impressive enemy (Matt. 4:1–11; Mark 1:21–27; Luk. 11:14–28; John 12:31; 14:30). Paul has numerous references in his writings to Satan and spiritual warfare (2 Cor. 12:7; Acts 29:18; Rom. 16:20; 1 Cor 5:7; 7:5; Eph. 6:10–20; 2 Cor. 10:3–5) just like other NT writers (James 4:7; 1 Pet. 5:8–9; 1 John 5:19). Like our Master, we are called into a conflict which is not simply against flesh and blood but against the spiritual forces in the heavenly realms (Eph. 6:12). 
However, we also need to remind ourselves not to forget to engage in the seen created world. When Christians focus too much on the spiritual world, they tend to detach themselves from everyday life with its relationships and responsibilities. Jesus, our example and Master, lived a life in this world, ministering to real people in their real everyday world. A spiritual order exists and the NT reveals this, but it never loses its focus on this present world. 
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Job 33:4
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Revisit lesson 5
Explain
	Explain the Christian doctrine of the creation.

	Look up places in different parts of the Bible (OT historical books, prophetical books, Gospels, epistles and other) where God is described as the creator. 

	God is still creating. Explain in what way and use Bible references.

	What would happen if God the creator would withdraw His word?

	What do we know about the creation of the “spiritual” world? Share what you know and have learnt in a group.

Understand
	What does John 1:1–5 tell us about the creation of the Earth?

	There are different ideas about how to interpret that the creation was completed in six days. What is your understanding, and why?

Apply
	Prepare a Bible study for a youth group on the theme “God our creator”. Write down minimum one page including Bible references. (Questions to help you get started: What is your starting point? What are your main points? How can your Bible study help the youngsters when they discuss this topic with their peers at school or at college?)

	If we are part of God’s creation and placed to care for it, what should be our view of garbage, wasting water, smoke from factories and traffic, littering, and other “worldly” matters?
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Excursus: Angels, Demons and Satan
Angels – the created spiritual world
Angels are a bit of a mystery as they are not given much focus in the Bible. They are mentioned more or less incidentally, and we have not been given much information about them. However, there is evidently a certain order in creation, and there even seem to exist powers and intelligences higher than our own, than those of human beings. They are to be respected and appreciated. Because of biblical revelation we do have more knowledge of angelic existence than animals have of our existence. But we should show respect as they were created before us (Job. 38:7).
Among their functions are the worship of God (Is. 6; Rev. 4), the execution of God’s will (Ps. 103:20), and ministering to those who will inherit salvation (Heb. 1:14). Do we have an angel of our own, protecting us and watching over our needs? This is not specifically told in the Bible. However, the angels will, on God’s command, protect us (Ps. 91:11). They are particularly connected with the ministry and mission of Jesus (Matt. 1:20; 4:11; 28:2; John 20:12; Acts 1:10–11). The primary terms used in Hebrew and Greek mean “messenger”, but also “sons of God”.
The exact organisation of angels is unclear, but they seem to belong to different categories. An archangel’s call will accompany the return of Christ (1 Thess. 4:16). Michael is one archangel whose name we have been given (Jude 9). He is described in Daniel as a prince (Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1). Michael and his good angels are also mentioned in Rev: 12:7–9. Gabriel is the other angel whose name is found in the Bible. He brings messages to both Mary and Zechariah (Luk. 1:19, 26), and he is also mentioned in Daniel (Dan. 8:16; 9:21). Other angels or spiritual beings are seraphim (Is. 6:2–3) and cherubim (Gen. 3:24; Ex. 25:18–20;1 Kings 6:23–35). The four living creatures (Ezek. 1:5; 10:1–22), were actually cherubim. 
The spiritual beings do not have material bodies (Heb. 1:7) and are normally referred to as being very numerous (Deut. 33:2; Ps. 68:18; Matt. 26:53; Rev. 5:11). Jesus says that they do not marry (Matt. 22:30) and do not die (Luk. 20:36). The power and appearance of angels can be frightening (Matt 28:1–4, Rev. 22:8–9). Still, they are not to be worshipped (Col. 2:18). All created things are under God and He is the only focus for our worship and obedience (Col. 1:16). 
The enemy – Satan and demons (demonology)
God’s people need to have a clear discernment in the matter of our enemy. The famous Christian author C S Lewis said that either the Church simply rejects and ignores demonology or it has an unhealthy preoccupation with it. Both ways are wrong. The Church must not focus on Satan or demons. The Church is called to preach the good news about Jesus Christ and His salvation. Still, we need some knowledge about who our enemy is. 
Sometimes a fantasy picture has been used to describe the devil as a dark ugly creature with horns and hooves. This is just a myth. The reality of evil can be seen in people’s lives and in the society. We cannot ignore the destructive forces in our world that are trying to pervert people’s mind and destroy God’s creation. Evil is working its way through materialism, racism, inequality, and godless ideologies that deny both God and human value. We see evil activities daily in war, poverty, the abuse of children and women, HIV and other sicknesses, injustice, violence, crime, and so on. These are the main areas where God’s children should be involved bringing hope, salvation, healing and righteousness from God. 
The Old Testament
Theologians have always struggled to understand the origin of Satan. As the Bible does not give a clear answer to this question, we choose not to speculate. So this issue is not discussed in this textbook. 
The Bible does not focus much on the demonic forces. Its emphasis is rather on the sovereign reign of God, on the Gospel of salvation, and on how the redeemed are to live in God’s grace. So the Bible does not ignore the forces of darkness but it emphasises God. 
The ancient societies in biblical times had a fearful belief in and focus on evil. They believed that spirits and small gods could intrude into a person’s everyday life. Rituals, occultism and spiritism controlled the lives of people and they had to perform sacrifices in order to please the various powers. This can be compared with the lives of people in different religions today. 
In contrast to these beliefs, we find the OT witness of Yahweh, the Lord and creator of heaven and earth. He is not only God of Israel but the Lord of hosts who reign supreme over the entire universe. God alone is to be loved, feared and worshiped (Ps. 139; Is. 43). There was no place for magic or spirit rituals in the faith of Israel (Deut. 8:19–20). Consequently, we do not find much teaching on demons the OT, nor do they play any significant role in the OT narratives. 
But there are times in the OT when the adversary shows up. The word satan means adversary, and Satan is one who actively resists God and his Lordship. In Gen 3 this adversary was present to tempt Adam and Eve. Satan came in the form of a reptile and claimed to speak on behalf of God but spoke falsely and caused humanity to sin. Notice that this tempter is described as one creature among others, not as a god who in any way can compete with the Lord and Creator of the universe. Adam and Eve were not faced with a struggle between two gods, one good and one evil. The reality is that they were made to choose between the command of the true God and the word from a false tempter who thwarts the will of God to make God’s servants disobey and sin. 
This adversary also showed up in the drama of Job. The adversary questioned whether Job would stay faithful to Lord in any circumstance. So he was allowed to inflict suffering on Job within boundaries set by God. The entire book of Job will then describes Job’s search for God in his trouble and the Lord’s answer to him. The adversary has no more role in the book of Job than in the beginning. Throughout the book the Lord and Job are the key figures and Job is not wrestling with the adversary. He wrestles with God. 
In both Gen 3 and in the prologue to Job the adversary does present any genuine opposition to God’s will for humanity. In the book of Daniel, we even find a battle between “the prince of the Persian kingdom” and an angelic messenger to Daniel (Dan 10:13). There has been much speculation about these three narratives, but our lesson from them is that God is sovereign – even if His sovereignty does not eliminate opposition to God and conflict in human obedience to God’s word. 
The New Testament
As we study the Gospels, we find an increased attention to the forces of darkness. The reason for that is that Jesus Christ was born into this world. When the light and truth of God appear, darkness will be revealed and defeated (John 1:5, 14). 
Jesus started His ministry with a decisive victory over the tempter in the wilderness (Matt. 4:1–11). Satan tried to tempt Jesus to prove His messianic identity in ways that were disobedient to the will of the Father. But Jesus remained faithful. There are numerous accounts in the Gospels of Jesus casting out demons (Mark 1:23–28; 5:1–20; 7:24–30; 9:14–29). These accounts show that power over demons was an important aspect of His ministry. Jesus had this authority in Himself. Jesus demonstrated His victory and power as he cast out demons. This was a manifestation of the presence of God’s kingdom. God’s kingdom sets people free in all areas of life. 
The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ were the fulfilment of His victory over the forces of darkness (1 Cor. 2:6–8; Col. 2:14–15; Heb. 2:14). The cross, where Satan did his worst and believed he would crush God’s plans, became his downfall. When Jesus cried out “it is finished,” He declared the completion of God’s redemption plan and of His victory over death and over the forces of darkness headed by Satan. 
Some preachers say that Jesus went down to hell to fight with the devil and the demons. They base their teaching on Eph. 4:9 and 1 Pet. 3:18–20. But we must be cautious not to speculate about battles between Jesus and demons in hell. Christ completed His work of redemption on the cross. Authority was given to Him from the Father (Matt 28:18). This means He did not win the keys of hell and death from Satan. Jesus’ descent into hell to proclaim the victory of the cross should be understood as a manifestation that no dimension of evil or darkness is beyond the reach of God and the truth of the cross. 
In the power of the Spirit the Church continued Jesus’ ministry of doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil (Acts 10:38). The book of Acts contrasts the freedom and power of the Holy Spirit with the magic and superstition of trying to control demonic powers (Acts 19:13–16). Discernment of spirits and gifts of healing are found among the gifts of the Spirit for the body of Christ to establish God’s kingdom (1 Cor. 12:9–10) as it waits for the return of Christ (1 Cor. 1:7). There is a distinction in the NT between sicknesses and demon possession. Not all sick people are demon possessed. 
Though the death and resurrection of Christ was a fatal blow to Satan, he is still able to prowl like a lion looking for prey (1 Pet. 5:8). He blinds the eyes of the unbelieving (2 Cor. 4:4) and throws flaming arrows at the redeemed in their efforts to serve the Lord (Eph. 6:16). 
We win victory over the darkness by submitting to God and resisting the deception of the enemy (James 4:7). We can never resist the enemy without submitting to God. Only then can we be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power (Eph. 6:10). The empty tomb and the witness of the Holy Spirit are guarantees that the final victory belongs to God. Though Satan will try to make a final stand against God, he will fail (2 Thess. 1:9–12; Rev. 20:7–10).
Why evil?
Many questions pop up when we reflect on the evil of this world. How can God, as the sovereign Lord, permit such satanic opposition to exist? Why must the final defeat of the dark forces be delayed? Is God powerless?
Two points can be stressed. The first is the fact that God has created humanity with freedom to rebel against Him and so become vulnerable to satanic opposition. God allows satanic opposition to exist in order to test humanity’s free response to God. Secondly, God will triumph over satanic opposition not only for the sake of believers, but he will also use us and our faithful response to Him to achieve this end. 
God allows satanic opposition only temporarily. And this satanic opposition is not God’s will for humanity. No, God’s redemptive will for us is to triumph over all satanic opposition. God is not secretly behind the works of Satan, even if He might use them in order to bring people to redemption. 
Many have tried to give a convincing intellectual answer to the problem of evil. But ultimately, there is no good answer to the question of the origin of evil. Instead the Gospel grants us hope and assurance of final redemption in Christ. We don’t have the full answer why evil exists but we have the full assurance that God has won and that he will completely triumph over evil. 
Demonology and human responsibility
In the accounts of the creation and the fall (Gen. 1–3), the tempter could thwart God’s will only to the degree that Adam and Eve freely chose to cooperate with him. The reason for this is that God is the one who is the sovereign Lord and not the tempter. Sin and death became the indirect result of Satan’s work, but they were the direct result of human actions. Satan can tempt but human beings are the ones who decide if they should listen to the tempter and follow his words or resist him. This means that it was Adam and Eve who brought sin and death upon the earth, it was not Satan. Sin and death are aspects of human bondage. They express the human condition of being away from God. Human disobedience to God is the origin of this condition, and it is also human disobedience to God that maintains it. 
Satan is the liar (John 8:44), the accuser (Rev. 12:10), the thief and the murderer (John 10:10). Yet he can fulfil none of these acts in creation unless humans take part in his plans and are disobedient to God. We should not focus so much on demons so that ignore our human responsibility for the evil in the world. 
The NT places sin and death as enemies in their own right alongside the forces of darkness (Rom. 8:1–2; 1 Cor. 15:24–28; Rev. 1:18). Paul makes death, not Satan, the final enemy to be destroyed. Jesus claimed that those who denied Him and opposed His ministry fulfilled the works of the devil (John 8:43–44). Paul states that the ruler of the kingdom of the air is at work in the children of disobedience (Eph. 2:2). This does not mean that all disobedience is a response to a direct demonic temptation. But it means that the purposes of kingdom of darkness is accomplished through human disobedience. 
Therefore, Satan and demons cannot always be blamed for sins and troubles in our lives. Humanity has its own responsibility. To cast out demons from sick people or tell darkness to leave people who are struggling with their marriage or their finances are not always the answers. Human science and medicine can often cure sickness. Also, counselling and advice can restore broken people. Demonic influences must not be denied but human responsibility must also be acknowledged. Demons are not responsible for the worst evil acts, but people’s will and decisions. Christians must be careful not to use the devil and his demons as explanation and excuse for our own guilt.
Demonology always must be taught and based in the light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The existence of evil is largely a mystery. But victory over evil has been revealed through Christ. The full disclosure of evil and the revealing of Jesus’ victory will take place at the day of judgment when Jesus returns (2 Thess. 2:8). Until that day, the people of God are called to draw near to God and His righteousness and resist evil and the tempter. The kingdom of God came into this world with the first coming of Jesus, and the citizens of this kingdom are called to bring its kingdom values to the world and to resist evil. 
Questions
	The following persons come to you for help with their problems.

	Mamatha who has cancer 

	Satya whose marriage is in turmoil

	Arvind who is struggling with bad habits

What can be the reason for their problems? Try not to involve Satan and demons in the explanation. How can you help them?
	Summarise the section above called “Demonology and human responsibility.” Reflect together in a group: Is it easy to blame Satan for everything bad that happens? Is it right? Why or why not?
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Conclude and reflect: The doctrine of God
Reflection
Without looking at your notes or in the book, write down/share three important things that you have learnt and describe/explain them.
Mention something in particular that has surprised you or blessed you during this study of the doctrine of God. 
Application 
Imagine that a friend of yours in a village far away writes to you. He believes in Jesus but doubts that God is a good God after a number of troubles happened to him. Write an answer to him, using some of the things that you have learnt through this study of the doctrine of God. The letter must be at least half a page. 
Time for contemplation
Reflect in the class/group on who God is – His glory, His lordship, His holiness and His love, and any other aspect of God that you have learned. How does this knowledge affect you? Does it make you filled with awe? Joyful? Fearful? Eager to serve? Other? Share with one another.
Praise God for who He is. Also thank Him that He has revealed Himself to us, in different ways, and especially through Jesus Christ. 
Take time and ask Him to make this teaching from the Doctrine of God real to you, so that you not only know these things in your mind, but also experience God and who He is in your life!
Bring each area of the teaching about God above into prayer. Ask God for ways for you to reflect Him in your life to others in a better way. 
(Go to Table of contents)

Humanity
Lesson 6: The Human Race
“What is man?” asked the psalmist centuries ago (Ps. 8:4). This is a question all humans in all times and in all cultures have asked. Who am I? Why am I born? This is a good starting point for dialogue with non-Christians. Maybe not all people are interested in talking about God and Jesus, but everybody loves to talk about themselves! So, let us see what the Bible says about humanity. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Gen. 1:26–28

	Job 33:4

	Ps. 8 

	What do they tell you about humanity? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

Humanity as created by God 
The human being is a creature of God made in His image. He or she has not originated by chance and by a process of evolution, but by a purposeful act of God. In the chapter about God we looked at the biblical teaching of creation in general, but now we are going to look more into the subject of the creation of humanity in its original state. 
1. God created man and woman (Gen. 1:27)
Humankind is not a product of chance and evolution, but created by the will of God. The Hebrew word in this passage for create is bara. This word is only used about God who creates and it is used six times in the beginning of Genesis; one time at the beginning of the creation of heaven and earth (1:1), then about the animals (1:21), three times about humans (1:27), and then in the summing up of the story about the whole creation (2:3). Life is a gift we receive from God. In Gen. 2:7 we can read that the Lord formed the man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. Nothing or nobody can live without the life God gives (Ps. 104:29). Every man and woman exists only because God made them (Ps.139:13). 
2. God created the entire human race in Adam (Gen. 1:27–28)
God blessed the man and the woman and told them be fruitful and increase in number. All people were created through the first human beings. We can also note that the word “Adam” is used in plural to indicate that the word is also used about humankind. 
3. Humanity is part of Creation (Gen. 1:26–27; Is. 45:12)
Humankind is not God. Man or woman is not the creator, but we are part of Creation. We read in Gen. 2 that man, Adam, was created from dust, which in Hebrew is adamah. The two words, Adam and adamah, have the same root. As creatures, we have physical needs and God cares for all our needs, such as food, water, clothing, as we see in Matt. 6:25–33. 
4. Man and woman were created good (Gen.1:31)
We are not to look down on any human being, regardless of gender, age, race, or social status. Also, we should reject every attempt of dualism which disregards the material part of creation. Both physical life and spiritual life are made by God, and everything God created is good. It says in Ps. 139:14, I praise you. For I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful. My soul knows that very well. This also means that man and woman were created without sin. 
5. God created man and woman with individual freedom (Gen. 2:16–17) 
God did not create puppets. He created human beings with a free will. He wanted people to choose to obey and love Him. He did not want to force them to love him, or that they love Him mechanically. 
6. God created male and female (Gen. 1:27)
The gender difference is created by God. The only thing that was not good in creation was that the man was alone. We can read this in Gen. 2:18 The Lord God said: “It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a helper suitable for him.” Then we read how God created the woman from the man’s rib and the man said that she would be called “woman” for she was taken out of the man (v.23). (One Hebrew word for man is ish and the word for woman found here is isha.) God created a helper for Adam, a helper that was suitable for him. The Hebrew word is etser. It does not denote anything inferior as it is also used about God as helper (Deut. 33:29; Ps. 121:1–2)! Men and women are equal although they are different. In Gen. 2 the woman was neither inferior nor superior to the man, but equal. Both were created in the image of God and both were created good. Even though men and women are different – and we should acknowledge this difference as something created by God – we must avoid stereotypical descriptions of these differences. All humans are individuals created by God with their different types of personalities. 
Men and women are created equal. When God told Eve in Gen. 3:16 that her desire would be for her husband, and he would rule over her, this description was a consequence of the fall, not something that God ordained from the beginning. Humanity was created to live in good relationships, but the fall destroyed this and now male and female often live in a struggle to rule over each other. But this was not the will of God. Jesus is our best example of how we are to treat each other. He treats women and men with equal respect. He speaks with them and listens to them (John 4:7–26). He helps them (John 8:1–11). He encourages them to listen to His teaching (Luk. 10:38–42) and to follow Him (Luk. 8:1–3) It was a woman who was the first witness to the resurrection of Jesus (John 20:1, 10–18) and who received the mission of telling this to the disciples! Women are described in NT as faithful (Luk. 23:49), of great faith (Matt. 15:28), as generous supporters of Jesus’ ministry (Luk. 8:3), and as co-workers with Paul (Rom. 16:3). They were important to the Church. The equality of women is also affirmed by the words Paul writes about the new fellowship in Christ where there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:28). 
7. God created the human being as a unity (Gen. 2:7) 
The first human being was created from the dust (adamah) and then God breathed (nafach) the breath of life (neshamah) into the human who became a living being (nefesh). The last word in Hebrew, nefesh, means breath, life, soul, being. The same expression is used about the animals in v.19, Whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name (living creature is nefesh). As we can see, the word nefesh in this context means living being and is used both about animals and about humans. But the word “breath of life” (neshamah) is used only about God who breathed the breath of life into the human being. Therefore, it seems that in this text it is the breath of God that distinguishes humanity from animals. The breath of God probably also means the special abilities that humans have like intellect, knowledge and so on. 
We see here that the human being was created with a material and an immaterial nature, both from dust and from the breath of God. But these two parts are not separate. They are a unity. In the OT, we find various words to describe a human being, for example flesh or body (Hebr. basar), soul (nefesh), life or intellect (neshamah), breeze, spirit, breath or power (ruach), heart (lev). The different words have different significations in various contexts. In the NT, we also find several terms, for example body (soma), flesh (sarx), soul (psyche), spirit (pneuma), heart (kardia). The heart has an important meaning in the Bible. It is nor so much the muscle that pumps blood into the rest of the body, neither the place of emotions, but it is seen as the place for intellect and will (Prov. 16:9). The conversion to God is described to happen in the heart (Jer. 24:7; 32:39–41; Matt. 5:8). And the commitment to follow the Lord is done with the heart (1 Kings 8:61; Matt. 22:37).
As we can see it is difficult to make a very schematically doctrine about the different parts of a human being. But there are two main views among Christians that we need to present. They are called dichotomy and trichotomy: 
	The dichotomy view argues that human being consists of two parts: body and soul. They appeal to the interchangeability of the terms soul and spirit as can be seen for example in Luk. 1:46, Matt. 20:28 and 27:50 (note that the Greek psyche many times is translated as life in some Bible translations) and the terms heart and spirit, for example in John 12:27 and 13:21. Body and soul (or spirit) are seen to constitute man in several passages, for example in Matt. 10:28. 

	The trichotomy view sees a person as composed of three elements: body which is the physical part, soul which is the psychological part, and spirit which is the religious part. Their primary text is 1 Thess. 5:23 where the three parts are mentioned. 

So what should be our view? Even if the human being can be seen as composed of several parts, we still need to acknowledge that he or she is created as a unity. The different parts are a whole, God created the whole human and it was good. And after the fall we cannot see that there are any parts that are more sinful than others. A human can use his or her body and soul/spirit for good or bad, but in itself it is created good. No parts are to be neglected or undervalued, because God created us as a whole human being with body, emotions, intellect, will and so on. 
8. Human being is created with a purpose (Gen. 1:26–28)
God said that he would create humanity in His image and likeness and they were to rule over the earth. We will soon look at what this means. But first we need to present alternative views about how the creation took place. 
The human being as the image of God. Gen. 1:26–27: Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over all the creeping things that creep upon the earth.” God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
Having been created in the image of God distinguishes humanity from all other creatures. Humanity bears the image of God. No other creature shares this privilege or responsibility. There are different views about what this means. First of all, we can say that today most Biblical scholars agree that the Hebrew words  for image (tselem) and likeness (demuth), mean the same. The two terms have a common grammatical construction in Hebrew called parallelism. So the two words use synonymous, they carry the same meaning. In the Bible, there is no difference between image and likeness. 
There has been some discussion on how the image of God has been affected by the fall. We can see that the Bible does not refer to a total loss of the image of God and uses the term also about fallen humanity. In Gen. 9:6 God said, “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man will that person’s blood be shed, for in his own image God made man.” This statement about the image of God was clearly made after the fall. We can also see this in the NT. James 3:9 states, With the tongue we bless our Lord and Father, and with the tongue we curse men, who are made in the image of God. The disobedience of Adam and Eve has affected the image of God in all people. It is not destroyed, but it is damaged. The NT teaches that the image of God will be fully restored by the grace of God in Christ in all who believe. In 2 Cor. 3:18 Paul writes, But we all, who with unveiled faces see the glory of the Lord are being transformed into his image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. (See also Col. 3:9–10.) Jesus Christ shows us the perfect image of God (2 Cor.4:4; Col. 1:15). 
Views of the meaning of image (to be in the image of God) 
There are many different views, but we are going to look very briefly at three main positions among scholars and theologians. 
	The substantive view:The image of God consists of certain characteristics within the nature of the human being. It is something a person is. The characteristics can be physical or psychological/spiritual. It is rare that interpreter understand the image of God as a physical likeness, because as we have seen earlier God is Spirit. But, for example, the North African fourth century theologian and church father Augustine understood the image of God in terms of human reason. This is what distinguishes humankind from the animals, the ability to reason which mirrors the wisdom of God. Augustine also said that the central distinctive element of human nature is its God-given ability to relate to God. This leads us to the next position. 

	The relational view: The image of God is the experiencing of relationship. A human being is said to be in the image or display the image when he or she stands in a relationship. A person is capable and created to be in fellowship with God and other humans. To live in relationship reflects the life of God who lives in relationship within the Godhead, as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

	The functional view: The image of God is something that human beings do, how they function. When human beings do certain things (such as showing love, being creative, taking wise decision, and so on), they reflect God in what they do. The function frequently mentioned is the exercise of human dominion over God’s creation. The close connection between what God said about the image of human being and the mission God gave humanity to rule over the earth (Gen. 1:26) is emphasised. 

The best way to understand the image of God is to look very closely at the text in Gen. 1:26–27. The Hebrew word demuth means image, resemblance or picture. In ancient Near Eastern times, monarchs would often make pictures of themselves and put in public places, especially remote places of their kingdom, to remind the people of their power over the region (see for example the statue of Nebuchadnezzar in Dan. 3:1–7). Humanity as the image of God is put in the frame of humankind being created to represent God and to act on His behalf. To be created in the image of God means to receive this dominion. Humanity is to exercise this dominion on God’s behalf. This means that it is the relationship that God establishes between Himself and human beings that is the foundation of humankind as the image of God. God’s relationship to humanity gives humanity a function in the created order. The relationship between God and human beings is fundamental for everything we are and do. At the same time, the functions God gives to humanity presupposes the ability to fulfil the functions. We need the abilities of reason and moral awareness. We can therefore understand the ability to reason and moral awareness as expressions of the image of God, but not the actual image. To have the ability to think and reason does not constitute the image of God and therefore people with reduced mental capacity and also those with less moral conscience have this image. When God created human beings, He put Himself in a special relationship with them and called man and woman His image. This is an undeserved gift. Besides this gift, which tells us what humanity is, the image of God also has a task, a function which tells something about what humanity is to do. 
So, the expression “image of God” tells us what humankind is, but it also tells us its purpose: to serve God and to be an image of the work of His hands (Ps. 8). It is the possibility of serving God in a perfect way and to do His will in everything that was destroyed in the fall. It is only by the grace of God in Christ that believers can serve God in the way God intended us to do, but this does not mean that non-Christians are incapable of doing good things. 
To be created in the image of God means that we are to represent God. We are meant to live in the world in a manner that represents God before His creation. We do so by caring for all humans and for creation as a whole. Representing God also means to represent creation before God. We were created to give God all the glory He deserves and to represent creation in its praise of the creator (Ps. 69:30–36; Ps. 148; Is. 43:10–13). To praise and worship God is the best way to show that we are the image of God and that we are created in His image.
By this understanding of the image of God, we can say that the substantive view, what a human is, and the functional view, what a human does, are consequences of the relational view, the experience of relationship between a human and God. The image of God is not based on what a human being is, their intellectual capacity or moral conscience. Neither is the image of God based on what a human being is able to do. Then human worth would be in our ability to perform. But the image of God and therefore also a human being’s worth, is based on only the fact that a human is created for a special relationship with God. Therefore, the image of God is something that is in all humans, regardless if you are healthy or sick, rich or poor, regardless of race, gender or position in society (and the Church!). All humans have equal value before God because they are all created in His image to live in relationship with Him. To live in relationship is in God’s nature. As we have seen, God lives in an eternal relationship in the Godhead, with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Being in the image of God is to live in relationship with our creator and redeemer. 
Augustine wrote about God and humanity: “You have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it finds rest in you.” 
We read in Genesis 1 that in God’s image he created him; male and female he created them (Gen. 1:27). This means that both man and woman are created in the image of God. It also means that man and woman are created to live in relationship with each other. Just as we are created to be the images of God to live in fellowship with God, we are also created to be His image as we live in fellowship with our fellow beings. Men and women are created to complement each other. However, this does not mean that we have to live in a marriage relationship in order to live according to the image of God. Single persons are created in the image of God just as much as those who are married. Importantly, to be truly human is to live in fellowship with others. 
We can look at the life of Jesus to find out how we can live the life God intended for us as humans created in His image. Jesus is the fullest expression of what God intends humanity to be, because He is the perfect image of God. Jesus lived in a perfect fellowship with the Father. He obeyed the Father’s will perfectly and He demonstrated a strong love for all the people He met: He had compassion for the sick (Mark. 1:41) and the grieving (Luk. 7:13). He had patience and forgiveness for those who failed (John 8:1–11). It is God’s intention that a similar sense of fellowship, obedience, and love should characterise human relationship to God; and that love, concern and compassion should be the sign of human relationship with our fellow beings. Only in this way can we live completely as the people God created us to be, in His image. 
More Scripture references
Humankind created by God
Gen. 2:7, 21–23; 5:1–2
Job 33:4
Ps. 119:13–16
Matt: 19:4
Rom. 1:25
James 3:9
Humankind in God’s image
Gen. 1:26; 5:3; 9:5–11
1 Cor 15:49
Col. 3:10
Human nature
Eccl. 12:7
Matt. 10:28; 22:37
Mark. 8:35
Luk. 16:19–31
Phil. 3:20
1 Thess. 5:23
Revisit lesson 6
Explain
	Repeat the eight points including Bible about how God created human beings.

	Two views about the human being: dichotomy and trichotomy. Explain them.

	Created in God’s image – explain the different views.

Understand
	How can we show God that we believe our life is a gift from Him?

	How would you yourself explain how a human being is composed? (the dichotomy view, the trichotomy view, or the more open view this book presents). Show how your answer finds support in the Bible. 

	How do you understand the phrase “the image of God”? 

	Augustine wrote: “You have made us for yourself, and our heart is restless until it finds rest in you.” What does this mean?

Apply
	Think of high caste people, dalits, children, handicapped, homosexuals, mentally ill, poor, divorced, hijras, others. Take time and examine your heart for different people and groups. If they really are created in the image of God just like you, what attitude and relation should you have towards them?

	From what you have learnt about God as the creator of the world and humanity, how would you respond to a Hindu who gives the same value to animals and to human beings?

(Go to Table of contents)
Lesson 7: Humanity in Sin
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Gen 3:1–7

	Rom. 3:9–20

	1 Cor. 15:21–22

	What do they tell you about humanity in sin? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

The fall of humankind 
Although creation was originally very good, the disobedience of Adam and Eve fractured and disrupted the goodness. We can read about the fall of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3. We begin in chapter 2 where it says that God had put Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it (2:15). In the middle of the garden were two special trees: the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil (2:9). Then God said to the man “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it: for in the day that you eat of it you will surely die.” (2:16–17). In the beginning of chapter 3 we can read how the serpent tempted Eve and she ate of the fruit of the forbidden tree and then she gave Adam who also ate (3:1–6). When God discovered their disobedience He punished the serpent, Adam and Eve. There would be enmity between the snake and humanity. To Eve He said that her pain in childbearing and birth would greatly increase and the good and perfect relationship with her husband would be distorted. Adam would have to work hard for the daily bread because the ground would be cursed. God also said that he after some time would return to the ground out of which he was taken. That means that humans will die. At the end of these words God said, “The man has become like us, knowing good and evil. Now he might reach out his hand and also take of the tree of life, and eat and live forever.” So the Lord God sent him out from the Garden of Eden to till the ground from which he had been taken (3:22–23). The disobedience of Adam and Eve destroyed their good relationship with God, and they were expelled from the presence of God. 
The extent of sin
When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, sin came into the world. The sin of Adam and Eve is referred to as the “original sin.” But the phrase also expresses the Biblical teaching about the influence of this sin on the whole of humanity. In Adam and Eve all humans have sinned. In Rom. 5:12 Paul writes, Therefore, just as sin entered into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death came to all men, because all sinned. The sin of Adam reached the entire human race, it affects everybody. In Rom. 3:23 Paul says, For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Sin is universal, all have become sinners. The theological tradition distinguishes between actual sin, that is particular transgressions of God’s will, and original sin, which is the radical and universal sinful human condition. Original sin is universal in that it affects all human beings. It is also radical in that it affects every aspect of human life. There is no part of humanity that is not affected by sin. Jesus says, “For from within, out of the hearts of men, come evil thoughts: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly.” (Mark. 7:21–22). In Rom. 7:14–20 Paul writes about the human will that has become a slave to sin: For I don’t know what I am doing. For I don’t practice what I desire to do; but what I hate, that I do. So now it is no more I that do it, but sin which dwells in me. (v.15, 17). This has been expressed traditionally as “total depravity,” This does not mean that we are only evil and are incapable of doing good things. which means that no area of our nature is left intact by sin. We can do good things, but we are not able to live in a way that fulfils God’s standard, we cannot reach righteousness by ourselves. We are wholly fallen and therefore wholly in need of redemption. Because we are “totally depraved,” we are unable to save ourselves. 
Sin is a universal disposition, but it is also a self-chosen act for which we are responsible. In church history, there was a debate between Augustine and Pelagius who lived at the same time (4–5th century), called the Pelagian controversy. This controversy was about four mayor issues: the understanding of “freedom of the will,” the understanding of sin, the understanding of grace, and the understanding of the grounds for justification. Augustine argued that humankind has a free will, but it has been weakened by sin. Pelagius believed that humanity possessed total freedom of the will. He rejected the view of human disposition to sin after the fall and argued that humans were born sinless and would sin only through deliberate actions. There was no need for divine grace as understood by Augustine. For Pelagius, humanity is justified on the basis of its merits, but Augustine believed that the grace of God is the basis for our justification. The view of Augustine came to be the view of the Church. As we have seen from the Bible, humans became sinners as a consequence of the fall of Eve and Adam. We are incapable of doing the will of God and fulfil the law perfectly by our own will and we need God’s grace and forgiveness. Only in Christ we can stand righteous before God. At the same time, we still have a free will though it has been weakened by sin, and therefore we are responsible for our actions (Matt. 12:36; Rom. 2:2–3). It is only in Christ that we are able to stand righteous and blameless before God. 
The nature of sin
The nature of sin is not so much the sinful acts, but the displacement of God. It is humans failure to let God be God. When Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden, they put themselves in the place of God and decided themselves what they thought was the good and right thing to do. Major texts in both the OT and the NT points to this. The Ten Commandments begin with the command to give God His proper place (Ex. 20:39), and Jesus affirmed this by saying that the most important commandment is that the Lord is one and we are to love the Lord with all our being (Mark.12:28–30). 
The most common word for sin both in the OT and the NT (Hebrew chatta and Greek hamartia), has the root significance of missing the mark. This is not done accidentally but deliberately, because one aims at the wrong target. Sin is sin against God because one does not aim at the target, the standard God has set for us. This standard is perfect love of God and perfect obedience to Him. So, when we put up our own target, our own desires, intellect, will, and so on, we sin against God, because we put ourselves higher than God. When we don’t give God the proper place, when we don’t want to obey Him and do His will, then this affects our relationship with God, with our neighbour, with ourself, with creation, and with time. We saw this in the story of the fall. Adam and Eve were expelled from the presence of God, they began to blame each other for their disobedience, they were ashamed and felt guilt, the earth was cursed and death became a reality. Already in the next chapter (Gen. 4) we can read about the killing of Abel by his own brother, Cain. 
The effects of sin
In relation to God 
As we have seen we, as a result of sin, are unfit for the presence of God (Is. 59:2). Every person is under the power of sin, no person is righteous (Rom. 3:10–12). We are unable to do the will of God (Rom. 7:21–23), and are also insensitive to God’s word. Therefore, we are under the wrath of God, (Rom. 1:18). 
In relation to our neighbour 
Sin brings conflicts and produces the great divisions of humankind, such as racial prejudice, social divisions, divisions in churches and families (Gen. 4:9; Rom. 1:29–31). Sin produces exploitation. We use our neighbour for our own self-esteem and as a scape-goat for our own frustrations and sense of guilt. This exploitation can even be expressed in physical and psychological violence. Sin brings fear and creates misunderstandings even when there is a genuine desire to know and to be known. 
In relation to oneself 
The effect of sin is manifest in self-deception. The loss of true self-knowledge can lead to either self-idealisation or self-condemnation. We experience shame because we have lost the self-confidence we have as God’s creatures and the conflict we have in ourselves produces restlessness (Is. 57:20–21). 
In relation to the created order
Harmony with creation is lost and stewardship is replaced by exploitation and pollution (Rom. 8:18–22). 
In relation to time
Paul says in Rom. 5:12 that death came to all men, because all have sinned. This is the physical death everybody experiences. Death is described in 1 Cor. 15:26 as the last enemy. We also have the eternal death, which is the eternal separation from God. In Matt. 25:34–46 Jesus says that on the day of judgment the righteous will go away into eternal life and the unrighteous will go away into eternal punishment and eternal fire. 
Humanity in Christ
Humanity is not capable of liberating itself from the enslavement of sin, so only because of the miracle of God’s grace can humanity be restored in Christ. Through the incarnation, God united Himself with human existence and became truly human. Paul describes Jesus Christ as the last or second Adam (1 Cor. 15:22, 45–49): For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive … Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven (v. 22, 49). Jesus Christ paid for our sins and in Him humankind can again live in the presence of God. The consequences of the fall are diminished by the work of the Holy Spirit in us and all things in creation will finally be restored to the good order that prevailed from the beginning. 
Before we turn to the doctrines of Jesus Christ and of salvation, we will look into God’s historical plan to save humanity from sin and the punishment. 
More Scripture references
The fall 
Gen. 3:1–7
Job 31:33
Is. 43:27
Hos. 6:7
Rom. 5:12
1 Cor. 15:22
2 Cor. 11:3. 
The nature and extent of sin
Gen. 3:6
Ps. 14:1–3; 51:4
Is. 64:6
Jer. 17:9
Mark 7:21–23
John 8:34
Rom. 3:9–20; 5:10; 7:14–24; 8:7
Gal. 5:19–21
Eph. 4:17–19
2 Pet. 2:19. 
The effects of sin
Gen. 3:17–24; 4:14; 19:1–12
Ps. 90:5–10
Eccl.1–2
Is. 5:8–23
Rom. 1:18–32; 8:19–23
Eph. 2:1–3
James 5:1–6
2 Pet. 3:5–10. 
Revisit lesson 7
Explain
	Explain how the fall happened in Gen. 3 without referring to the Bible or the textbook. 

	What is the difference between “original sin” and “particular sin”?

	What is the meaning of “total depravity”?

	What is the basic meaning of the Hebrew and Greek words for sin?

	What are the effects of sin in our relationships – with God, with our neighbours, with ourselves, with our environment, and with time? 

Understand
	What are some ways in which people act and behave towards others that don’t bring glory to God?

	The basic meaning of sin is to miss the mark, not to have God first in our lives. Give practical examples on how we as Christians can put God first:

a.In money matters
b.In how we use our time
c.In our relationships
d.In how we plan for the future
Apply
Read a newspaper together with a classmate. Mark all headlines and stories where you would say the situation described is a result of sin in this world. Discuss why you chose these particular situations and how they are related to sin. 
(Go to Table of contents)
Lesson 8: The Historical Plan for Salvation
God’s plan and work of salvation
In the Bible, we can see that God created the world and that He directs history to unfold a plan of salvation that was prepared from eternity.  This plan has to do with His intention of having fellowship with His people. Paul says in Eph. 3:8–12: To me this grace was given: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see what is the plan of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent was that through the church, the manifold wisdom of God might be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places according to the eternal purpose which he carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through our faith in him. In the OT, we can see this divine plan of salvation, especially through the covenants that God made with His people Israel. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Gen. 17:1–8

	Jer. 31:31–36

	1 Cor. 11:25. 

	What do they tell you about covenants and the historical plan of salvation? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

God as a God of covenant
To understand the new covenant established through Jesus Christ and His salvation, we will study the meaning and significance of covenants in the Bible. The concept of covenant is closely related to Jesus and His salvific work (Matt. 26:28; Heb. 9:15, 12:24). 
In the OT, we find the Hebrew word berijt which means covenant. This is a formal, solemn and binding contract between two parties. This contract includes a promise, an obligation for the maintenance and fulfilment of the covenant and often some kind of a seal or ratification. 
In the Bible, we find human covenants which are mutual, voluntary agreements or promises, usually between two persons (Gen. 21:22–34; 31:44–54; 1 Sam. 20:8), or between a person and a people (Josh. 24:25). In all these cases, we find that the parties make a mutual agreement and a contract of commitment. They enter it freely and they are obligated to fulfil all parts of the covenant. 
Today there are covenants between persons, for example in a marriage, and in contracts and agreements between trading companies or between nations, such as the United Nations and the Asia Pacific Trade Agreement. 
The divine covenants that we find are different from human covenants. A divine covenant is a binding contract sovereignly established by God. There are two parties but no mutual agreement of terms – a divine covenant is a one-sided agreement. God Himself makes the promise and sets the terms. It is essentially God’s covenant with the human being – not God and the human person making a covenant with each other. God says: “my covenant” about the contracts. These divine covenants may or may not carry a human obligation. Sometimes God Himself is the only one who is expected to fulfil the contract. God’s covenants always contain some blessing from God. They are always for humankind’s benefit. God is always for us, never against us and He only desires what is best for us. 
Study the following pages about Divine Covenants. From these, we understand that God’s plan to bring about salvation began in eternity and entered the world with Jesus Christ, through His life, death and resurrection. This work of salvation is not yet fully completed as it also implies redemption from all evil at the end of time (Rom. 8:18–25; 1 Cor. 15:22–28). 
The covenant of life (the covenant with Adam/humanity,Gen. 2:8–17)
Comments
The word “covenant” is not found in Genesis but in Hos. 6:7. It is a divine covenant as it is God who sets the terms.
Parties
God and humankind – a universal covenant
Promise/blessing
Continuing eternal life. The tree of life was in the garden for humanity to eat from but the continuity was broken through the fall (Gen. 3:22).
Ratification (consent to be bound to a treaty)
No ratification
Obligation
Obedience. The human beings must not eat from the tree of knowledge. Disobedience leads to death. 
Fulfilment
Through Adam the whole human race is in covenant with God. As it is God's covenant, and it will be fulfilled (Rev. 21:3–4; 22:2). God will restore humankind to Himself. 
The covenant with Noah (Gen. 9:8–17)
Comments
Noah was righteous and walked faithfully with God (Gen. 6:9). It's God's covenant (Gen. 9:8). 
Parties
God and Noah and all descendants and living creatures
Promise/blessing
The flood will never happen again. 
Ratification (consent to be bound to a treaty)
The rainbow is God's sign that He is bound to the treaty. The bow is a weapon. If you are to shoot an arrow you pull the bowstring and aim the arrow. The rainbow is aimed towards heaven and an arrow would hit God Himself. This is of course imaginary but the point God is making with the sign is that He is the one to suffer if the promise is broken. 
Obligation
No obligation for humanity but the promise will be kept by God.
Fulfilment
The promise is constantly fulfilled.
The covenant with Abraham (Gen. 15:18; 17:1–8)
Comments
Abraham was faithful and obedient (Gen. 12:1–4). He obeyed when God told Him to go. He sacrificed his son when God told him to do so (Gen. 22).
Parties
God and Abraham (Gen. 15:18), but it includes Abraham’s physical seed (Gen. 17:7), and his spiritual seed (Gal. 3:6–7, 16, 29).
Promise/blessing
	Multiplicity of descendants (Gen. 15:5; 17:2) 

	Physical land (Gen. 15:18; 17:8) 

	Spiritual blessing for all people (Gen. 12:1–3)

Ratification (consent to be bound to a treaty)
In ancient treaties, both parties would together cut an animal, walk between the animal pieces and commit to the other party by saying, “if I betray you and break the covenant, may it happen to me what has happened to the animal.” In Gen. 15:17 God shows His personal involvement by alone walking between the offerings. It is He who will keep the covenant. In 17:7–8 He promises to see it fulfilled.
Obligation
For Abraham’s descendants, circumcision is the requirement – a mark in the flesh showing that the Jews belonged to the promise. However, the circumcision in the flesh is completed in the circumcision of the heart (Jer. 4:4; Col. 2:11). 
Fulfilment
Abraham’s descendants received a physical land, they multiplied and they received the spiritual blessing in Christ (Gal. 3:16, 19). 
The Sinai covenant with Israel through Moses (Ex. 19:3–6; Deut. 5:2–3)
Comments
This is the so-called Old Covenant (2 Cor. 3:14; Heb. 9:15). The background for the covenant is God's love for Israel (Ex. 19:4; Deut. 7:7–8). His goodness and lovingkindness brought them out of Egypt.
Parties
God and the people of Israel
Promise/blessing
A twofold promise: 
	The people of Israel would be God's possession (a blessing for the sake of the world). 

	The people of Israel would be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (a special place before God).

Ratification (consent to be bound to a treaty)
Ratified by blood sacrifice – this started the sacrificial system in Israel (Ex. 24:8).
Obligation
To obey God and to keep His covenant. Israel agreed to the obligations (Ex. 19:8). God appeared and gave them the commandments through Moses.
Fulfilment
God is faithful to His covenant (Lev. 26:44–45), while Israel was faithless and did not have the heart to keep the covenant (Deut. 5:28–29; 6:4–6; Ps. 78:3–8). Despite Israel’s faithlessness, they could not annul God’s covenant. God would provide a way for a change of the heart. God would move beyond national Israel to touch and change hearts through the new covenant.
The covenant with David (2 Sam. 7:12–16) 
Comments
It was established soon after David was made king in Israel. 
Parties
God and David (2 Sam. 23:5; Jer. 33:20–21)
Promise/blessing
Everlasting kingship, an eternal dynasty, throne and kingdom (Ps. 89; Jer. 33:17, 20–21). 
Ratification (consent to be bound to a treaty)
God ratifies the covenant Himself (Ps. 89:34–35).
Obligation
The obligations are on God and on David’s descendants, not on David. The covenant will continue regardless what men do (Ps. 89:30–34) but David’s sons are obligated to walk in God’s ways or they will not inherit the throne (1 King. 2:4, Ps. 132:11–12). 
Fulfilment
The fulfilment is in Christ, who came from David’s family, his descendant (Is. 9:6–7; Matt. 1:1–17; Luk. 1:31–33).
The new covenant (Jer. 31:31–34) 
Comments
The new covenant is centred in Jesus Christ. 
Parties
God and Israel (Jer. 31:31–32), but extended far beyond the national ethnic Israel. Rather, for all who are called (Heb. 9:15; 1 Cor. 1:24; Eph. 2:12). A covenant not according to the flesh but the spirit. 
Promise/blessing
There are many promises in the new covenant. 
	The law would be written in the heart. God would place His Spirit within (Heb. 8:10; Jer. 31:33; Ezek. 36:26–27). 

	The relationship between God and His people would be unique (Jer. 31:33; Heb. 8:10). 

	The Lord would be known (Jer. 31:34; Heb. 8:11). 

	God would forgive the sins of humanity (Jer. 31:34; Heb. 8:12). 

	An eternal inheritance from God to humanity (Heb. 9:15). 

Ratification (consent to be bound to a treaty)
Ratified by blood sacrifice – the blood of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 11:25). It’s all God’s doing, no participation from humanity’s side. 
Obligation
No work, sacrifice or activity required from humankind but faith in Jesus Christ (Gal. 2:16–20, 3:22, Heb. 6:11–12). 
Fulfilment
All promises have their yes in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20)!  
	The law would be written in the heart of people. God would place His Spirit within (2 Cor. 3:3–6). God make us new, a new birth through faith in Jesus Christ (John 3:7–8; Tit. 3:5; Rom. 8:2). 

	The relationship between God and His people would be unique. Now in Christ with the Spirit dwelling in the believers’ heart, it is truly a unique relation between the Lord and His people (Rom. 9:25; 1 Pet. 2:9–10). 

	The Lord would be known. Through Jesus God is known (John 14:7–9; 2 Cor. 4:6). 

	God would forgive sins of humanity. This is now possible through the redemption by Jesus Christ (Matt. 26:28; Eph. 1:7). 

	An eternal inheritance from God to humanity. This is yet to be fulfilled after this life and age, just like Jesus passed as a first fruit from death to life (1 Cor. 15:23).

More Scripture references
The new covenant
Jer. 31:31–34
Ezek. 36:26–27
Matt. 26–28
John 3:7–8; 14:7–9
1 Cor. 11:25
2 Cor. 1:20; 3:3–6
Gal. 3:22
Eph. 2:12
Heb. 6:12; 9:15
1 Pet. 2:9–10. 
Revisit lesson 8
Explain
	What is a covenant?

	Give example of human covenants.

	What’s the differences between a human covenant and a divine covenant?

	Study the covenant of life. What was the obligation? Was it kept?

	Study the covenant with Noah. What was the ratification? In what way is the rainbow a sign of the ratification?

	Study the covenant with Abraham. What was the promises/blessings of the covenant? Were they fulfilled?

	Study the Sinai covenant. In this covenant, the people had obligations. What were they? 

	Study the covenant with David. In what way was it fulfilled?

	Study the new covenant. In what ways is it a divine covenant?

	Study the new covenant. What was the promises/blessings of the covenant? 

	Study the new covenant. Have the promises been fulfilled? How?

Understand
	Look at society. In what kind of situations do people write and sign contracts? What is the purpose of a contract?

	What can we learn about the nature of God through the knowledge of His relationship and covenant with Israel? 

	In what ways can we understand that God was preparing a salvation plan through the OT and the divine covenants?

	Use one OT passage and one NT passage to explain how the new covenant not only is for Israel but for all people. 

Apply
Make a study for a cell group meeting about our God who makes covenants with people. Choose 2–3 covenants including the new covenant. Explain them in order to make your listeners understand God’s love and His longing for relationship with humanity. 
Conclude and reflect: The doctrine of humanity
Reflection
Without looking at your notes or in the textbook, write down/share three important things you have learnt in this unit and describe them a little.
Mention something in particular that have surprised you or blessed you during this study of humanity. 
Application 
Imagine this situation: You are sharing the Gospel in the home of a family interested in Jesus, but they say that they don’t believe in God as the creator. Instead they believe in science and claim that humanity is part of an evolutionary process that has taken place place after the Big Bang (a big explosion in space). Share with them why you are confident that God is the creator of heaven and earth, including humanity. Write down your explanation, minimum a half page. 
Time for contemplation
Take time in contemplation and prayer! Reflect on how God created human beings. Read Ps. 104:29; 139:13 and Col. 1:17. Thank Him for life and for His goodness as Creator. 
God created us for a purpose. To glorify Him and care for His creation. How can you fulfil this purpose even more in your life?
Sin is in our world and and part of human life since the fall. Commit your life to God and ask Him to daily highlight areas and thoughts in your life that you need to change in order to have Him in the first and highest place. 
Thank God for reaching out to sinful humanity and making covenants with us. Thank Him for the greatest covenant of all – the new covenant in Jesus Christ!
Pray that the teaching of this doctrine will be useful and a blessing for you. 
(Go to Table of contents)

Jesus Christ
Lesson 9: Jesus Christ – Christology
Christian faith is completely built on Jesus. Faith is not a philosophy for life or a set of good ethical values. The base and the centre of Christian faith is Christ. Christian faith is nothing without Jesus – His existence, His death and resurrection. Christianity IS Christ. This is a short but well-expressed statement that emphasises the importance of Jesus Christ. There never has been, nor could there be, any version of Christianity that does not give a key role to the person of Jesus Christ. If He had never existed and just was a fiction figure, our faith would be empty, false, and ridiculous. 
The historical proof that Jesus has existed is overwhelming. No person can seriously doubt that He existed. But opinions differ about what is true of what He said and did and on who He really was. Historically people have pictured Him as, for example, a wisdom teacher, a religious fanatic, a political revolutionary, or a freedom fighter. 
To know Jesus is different from having knowledge about other historical figures. When we come to know Jesus as our Saviour, we not only have an outside knowledge about Him but we have an inside experience of who He is. We receive a deeper understanding of Him and faith in Him. The writers of the New Testament had experienced Christ, and as a result of that experience they had an understanding of Jesus that was deeper than just knowing historical facts about Him. 
Who is this Jesus and what does He do? These are the key questions in Christology (the teaching on the person of Jesus Christ and His work). There is a close link between the understanding of the person of Jesus and the work of Jesus. In this unit, we are going to look mostly at the person of Jesus, although this also implies His work, and later in the unit on Salvation we are going to explore more of the work of Jesus Christ. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Matt. 1:21

	Mark 14:62

	Col. 1:13–20

	What do they tell you about Jesus Christ? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers in a small group. Also discuss the following questions:

	There are many opinions on who Jesus was. What opinions have you heard from people around you? Share with each other. 

	How would you personally describe Jesus? Choose two Bible references that help you describe Him clearly. 

The identity of Jesus
Right after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and after receiving the Holy Spirit, the first Church began to worship Jesus as God. How could this happen? 
To find the answer, we must listen to the first witness accounts of who He was. They are found in the gospels and in Paul’s letters. Matthew, Mark and Luke, the three synoptic gospels, have a lot of material in common but each have a unique style. Mark, probably the first gospel, is considered to be written in a poorer Greek than the other two. He explains many Jewish concepts and traditions. Most certainly, he wrote to non-Jewish people. His book is dramatic, intense, and shares much about the man Jesus, a person with feelings, compassion and anger. Matthew clearly addresses Jewish readers aware of Jewish customs and with a knowledge of the OT. Luke, himself Greek and writing in beautiful Greek, addresses a Gentile reader. John’s gospel is distinctively different from the other three gospels. He uses abstract terms and reports long talks that Jesus had with people. 
From the gospel material, we find some simple facts about Jesus: He was born in Bethlehem and known by many people in Israel as the son of Mary and Josef. He was born a few years before the starting of our calendar. The calendar that we use today was created centuries after Jesus was born, when Christianity had become the state religion of the Roman Empire. We know from historical sources that King Herod, who ruled when Jesus was born, died four years before the starting of our calendar, so Jesus must have been born before that year. 
Jesus was a carpenter, raised in Nazareth. After having been baptised by John the Baptist, He became a travelling teacher announcing the coming of the Kingdom of God. He was killed by crucifixion by Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, with the approval of the Jewish leadership. These facts are not much questioned as they are found in many historical sources, not only the Bible. 
Jesus was an unusual man: He performed miracles and taught with unusual authority. His resurrection from the dead is documented in the gospels but not historically proven in the same way. By many, He was regarded as a prophet of God, while others thought that perhaps He could be the Messiah, whom God had promised to send to deliver His people. Yet others felt that He was a rebel who sometimes even acted blasphemously. So why did the Church begin to worship Him as God? In order to answer that question, we will first study the name and the titles of Jesus. 
The name of Jesus
Jesus was a common name among the Jews, and as all other names it had a meaning. Jesus is the Hebrew name Yeshua, which means salvation. It is the same name as Joshua, the name of the man who was appointed leader after Moses (Deut. 34:9). However, Jesus was not only a person who could save people from danger, oppression, and fear, but His name also signified His special mission – to save from sin. We can read in Matthew that an angel visited Josef and told him that Mary would give birth to a son, and she was to give Him the name Jesus, because He would save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21). Jesus was sent by God through the miracle of virgin birth, in order to save all people from their deepest and original problem, sin. He was much more than a saviour from political oppression or from danger, He was to be the Saviour of the world!
The titles of Jesus
In the Gospels we can read about Jesus Christ, Jesus the Lord, Jesus the Son of Man, Jesus the Son of God. All these are titles of Jesus that tell us important things about who He is. 
Christ 
The Greek word Christos is a translation of the Hebrew Messiah, which means “the anointed one.” In the OT, the practice of anointing a person indicated that he was chosen by God for a special mission. In ancient times, the priests and prophets were anointed and later the anointing was for the king in particular. In 1 Sam. 9:16 we can read how the prophet Samuel anointed Saul to be king. We can also see how prophets (1 Kings 19:16), priests (Lev.8:12) and even a heathen king (Is. 45:1) were anointed. In the Messiah all the three offices would be found – the prophet, the priest and the king.
After the Babylonian exile there were no more kings among the Jews, but the prophets had received words from God about a new king who was to come and deliver the people from the different forces that invaded and occupied their country. This expectation was very strong at the time of Jesus. The Jews were expecting God to send a Messiah who would save them from the Roman occupation. He would be like Moses (Deut. 18:15) and a son of David, a righteous victorious king (Ps. 89:4–5). In the books of the prophets, dark texts about a suffering Messiah could be found (Is. 53). However, most Jews were expecting a political liberator. 
But Jesus was much more than that. He had come to deliver all people from the oppression of sin and evil. To avoid being misunderstood as a political liberator, Jesus told His disciples not to tell the people that He was the Messiah. We can read about this in Matt. 16:13–17 and 20: When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” He asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.” Then Jesus warned His disciples not to tell anyone that He was the Christ. But later, during His trial before His death, Jesus publicly admits that He is the Christ, the Messiah. When the high priest asks Jesus if He is “the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One”, Jesus says, “I Am” (Mark 14:61–62). Once violent or political action no longer was possible, Jesus revealed His identity. He was the deliverer of the people of God, but not in any political sense. He was much more, He was the Saviour of the world. 
Jesus was anointed before His death by a woman. He who had walked on dirty roads and served others, was now anointed to be king. A crown of thorns was waiting ahead. He was anointed to serve as a priest and perform the offering with Himself as the sacrifice. This anointing had a deep symbolic meaning: “Truly I tell you, wherever the Gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her” (Mark 14:9).
The Jews did not expect the Messiah to die on a cross, the ultimate humiliation. Paul made it clear to the believers in Corinth that the very idea of a crucified Christ was a stumbling block for the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles (1 Cor. 1:23). But it is beautiful – and the power of God – for those who believe Christ!
Lord 
Lord is the translation of the Greek kyrios which generally means lord or master. But the significance of Jesus as Lord is much deeper. The Jews did not want to pronounce Yahweh, the name of God, as it was too holy. Instead they said Adonai which means Lord. Therefore, among the Jews, the Greek translation kyrios was regarded as the name of God. When Jesus is called Lord, this means that He is regarded as God. We remember that the name Yahweh (YHWH) means I AM. God said to Moses that His name is I AM. Several times in the gospels Jesus says, “I am.” This phrase is not merely a general statement, but it reminds us about the name of God, I AM. So, when Jesus in the gospel of John uses the phrase I am, and adds various attributes to it, these expanded phrases invites the reader to associate Jesus with God. 
After the resurrection of Jesus, He appeared to two of the disciples on the way to Emmaus. They ran back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples that it was true that the Lord had risen! (Luk. 24:34) The oldest statement of faith about Jesus is “Jesus is Lord” (Rom. 10:9; 1 Cor. 12:3 and Phil. 2:11). This does not simply mean that He is the Lord of our hearts, but it means that Jesus is God!
Paul often refers to Jesus as the Lord Jesus. Paul uses the expression “the Lord” 265 times, and almost all of them refer to Jesus (for example in Rom. 10:9–13; 1 Cor. 6:13–14; 7:22). When someone confesses that Jesus is Lord, it shows that this person is influenced by the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:3). 
Son of Man 
This is the title Jesus used about Himself (Matt 16:16). It can have two meanings. The first one is simply being a member of humanity. In that sense, everyone is a son or daughter of humankind and this way to use the phrase is common in the Bible, for example in Ezekiel when God speaks to the prophet in 2:1, 3, 6, 8, 3:1, 3 and so on. When studying the life of Jesus, we truly see that He is a human being. This will be studied further in the upcoming lesson, The Humanity of Jesus. 
The phrase “son of man” also has another background in the OT. In the vision that the prophet Daniel receives, he says that there before him was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into His presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped Him. His dominion was an everlasting dominion that would not pass away, and His kingdom was one that would never be destroyed (Dan. 7:13–14). 
When we see the phrase “son of man” in the Gospels, we need to ask whether it refers to a member of humanity or to the triumphant Son of Man that Daniel spoke about. Jesus seems to choose this title because it was mystifying and puzzling. For Jesus, it concealed what needed to be concealed and made known what needed to be made known. 
In for example Matt. 26:64, Jesus claims to fulfil the role of this heavenly man mentioned in Daniel. In Mark 8:31 Jesus says that the Son of Man has to go through suffering, which was not in lien with the Jewish idea of a victorious Messiah. In for example Matt. 8:20 or Luk. 7:34 it’s hard to know if Jesus is speaking about Himself just as a human being or as the Son of Man mentioned by Daniel. 
Son of God
This phrase is used for different creatures, groups and individuals in the Bible. 
	The angels are called sons of God, as they are close to Him and connected through their spiritual nature (Job 1:6; Ps. 89:7). 

	The first human being, Adam, is called son of God (Luk. 3:38). 

	Israel, God’s chosen people, are called sons or children of God (Ex. 4:22). As God’s chosen they are receiving His love and care in a special way (Hos. 11:1; Jer. 21:9, 20). But as sons they also have responsibilities to serve and obey (Mal. 1:6; Is. 1:2). 

	The king is called son of God (2 Sam. 7:14).

	The Messiah is the Son of God. He is the firstborn and the representative of God. He makes reality of all God’s promises of salvation. In the Kingly Psalms, for example in Ps. 2 and Ps. 89 the Messiah is clearly pictured as Son of God. The connection between God and the Messiah is seen in Is. 9:6 (which also can be compared with God’s words about Jesus in Matt. 3:17).

-We have read Matt. 16 where Peter says, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” When this title was used for Jesus it was clear for the hearers that it referred to kingship, reign and divine authority. There are more testimonies calling Jesus the son of God:
-The testimony of the angel at the conception (Luk. 1:35).
-The testimony of Jesus himself (Matt. 11:25–27). In the well-known passage, the so-called Great Commission, Jesus places himself with the Father and the Spirit (Matt. 28:18–20). 
-The testimony of the apostles (Matt. 16:16; 2 Pet. 1:17; Gal. 1:16). 
-The testimony of God (Matt. 3:17; 17:5). 
-The testimony of the Church (Rom. 1:3–4, a church confession; Phil. 2:6–9, a church hymn). 
So the New Testament uses the expression the Son of God with reference to the Messiah as we have read the confession of Peter. At the baptism of Jesus, God says, “This is my Son whom I love” (Matt. 3:17). Although Paul uses the expression “sons of God” about those who believe in Jesus, there is a difference between the sonship of believers, which arises through adoption (Eph. 1:5), and Jesus who is God’s own Son (Rom. 8:32). In the Gospels, we see in many places Jesus’ unique relationship with God expressed in the Father-Son relationship. This is particularly the case in John 5:16–27 and 17:1–26. Here we find the identity of will and purpose of the Father and the Son. We learn that when we know the Son, we know the Father (John 1:18). 
When Jesus confirmed that He is “the Son of the Blessed One”, the high priest tore his clothes as a sign of grief and horror, because he thought this was blasphemy and therefore Jesus had to die (Mark 14:61–64). 
What does it mean that Jesus is the Son of God? Some argue against it and say that God cannot have had intimate relationship with a woman. That is true. He has not. Jesus is the Son of God, first of all, in the sense that He is God the Father’s chosen One (Luk. 9:35). There is a parallel between Christ and Israel here as can be seen for example in Ex. 4:22; Deut. 7:6; Hos. 11:1. The passage in Hosea is quoted in Matt. 2:15 about Jesus being brought back from Egypt. Israel and Christ are both God’s son/Son in the sense of being “chosen” by God to fulfil His purposes. However, there is great differences between Israel and Jesus as Israel often proved to be faithless (Jer. 3:22) when Jesus is the Son who is constantly faithful (John 8:29). 
Christ is the Son of God in that He is God. He is God the Father’s personal embodiment. He is one with the Father, as Jesus himself claims (John 10:30). The words and actions of Jesus bear witness that He is God – his miracles, his authority, his words identifying himself with God. The titles that we study here, also bear witness that He is God (compare The Word was God in John 1:1). This will be further studied in the coming lesson The Divinity of Jesus.
Jesus did not become the Son of God on a certain occasion, such as at his baptism (Luk. 3:22) or on the mountain of transfiguration (Matt. 17:5). Already at His birth, it was confirmed by the angel that Jesus was the holy Son of God (Luk. 1:35). All these announcements of Jesus as Son of God do not mean that now He has become the Son, but they rather mean that now the One who has been the Son since eternity has come. John 3:16 makes us realise that the Son must have existed before this world was created. This also is shown in John 1:1–3, 14. The Son existed before all creation (Col. 1:13–16). He was not created, but He is the Son from eternity. As sure as God is eternal, the great I AM (Ex. 3:14), likewise Christ said. “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58). The expression “I am”, which is seen in many other passages, points to Christ’s eternal pre-existence. He was, is, and will be the Son of God forever (Heb. 1:8). 
More Scripture references
Jesus the Christ
Mark 11:1–10, compare Zech. 9:9–10
Mark 8:29; 14:61–62
Luk. 1:32
Rom. 9:5
Jesus the Lord
Acts 2:36
Mark 12:35–37, compare Ps. 110:1
Rom 10:9
2 Cor. 4:5
Phil. 2:9–11
Col. 2:6
Jesus the Son of Man
Matt. 16:13; 24:30
Mark 10:45
John 12:23, 34
1 Cor. 15:45–46
1 Tim. 2:5
Hebr. 2:14
Jesus the Son of God
Matt. 1:23; 11:2–5; 14:33
Mark 1:1
Luke 1:35; 3:22; 4:3, 9, 41; 22:70
John 1:14, 34, 49
Gal. 1:16
1 Tim. 3:16
Revisit lesson 9
Explain
	Repeat the facts you know about Jesus’ identity that has been historically proven and found in other texts than the Bible.

	What is the meaning of Jesus’ name?

	What is the meaning of Christ? 

	What was the Jewish people’s understanding of the Messiah?

	When the title Lord was used about Jesus, the Jews were upset. Why?

	In what two ways can the phrase “son of man” be understood in the Bible? Describe the two.

	The phrase “son of God” is used for different things in the Bible. Repeat them.

	What are the New Testament testimonies that Jesus is God? Repeat them.

Understand
	Which of these titles of Jesus – Christ, Son of Man, Son of God, Lord – do you find most easy to understand? Why?

	Which one is more difficult? Why?

	Look through the Gospel of John and list the different places where Jesus says: “I AM”-something, for example John 14:6 “I AM the way, the truth and the life”. 

Apply
	If you share about Jesus to a Hindu, which of these titles of Jesus would you talk about first? Why? How?

	If you share about Jesus to a Muslim, which of these titles of Jesus would you talk about first? Why? How?

	Read John 5:16–27 and 17:1–26. What do these passages tell us about Jesus’ relationship with His Father? Make a list of all the different ways their relationship is special.

	What other names and descriptions of Jesus do you know? Make a list like the one on the following page.

Apply 4: What other names and descriptions of Jesus do you know?
	Name	Reference	What does this name tell us about Jesus
	The Lamb of God	John 1:29	Jesus was the sacrifice, just like lambs were sacrificed in the Jerusalem temple for people’s sins.
	Prophet	Matt. 21:11	Jesus knew Scripture and He spoke truth into people’s lives
	And so on …	 
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Lesson 10: The Humanity of Jesus
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Mark 6:1–6

	Phil. 2:7–8

	Heb. 4:15.

	What do they tell you about the humanity of Jesus? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

In the Gospels, we see that Jesus was born as a human. Although His conception was unique in that it did not involve a male human, the process from that point on was apparently the same as for all humans. His birth in Bethlehem, although there were some remarkable circumstances, was a normal human delivery. As reported by Matthew and Luke, Jesus had a typical family tree. His birth was followed by years of apparently normal growth and development (Luk. 2:40–52) within a home and family (Mark 6:1–6). Jesus was subject to normal physical limitation. He became tired (John 4:6), hungry (Matt. 21:18) and thirsty (John 4:7; John 19:28). He expressed the full range of human emotions, such as joy (Luk. 10:21), sorrow (Matt. 26:37), agony (Luk. 22:44), love (John 11:5), compassion (Matt. 9:36), astonishment (Luk. 7:9) and anger (Mark 3:5). At last He died as a human and was buried in a grave (Mark 15:37 and 44–46). So “from womb to tomb” His life ran like our lives. 
As human being Jesus was involved in religious activity. He engaged in public worship (Luke 4:16). He studied, meditated upon and explained Scripture (Matt. 4:14f; 19:4; Luke 2:46; 24:27). He did not only pray quietly on His own but also publicly (Luke 3:21), sometimes all through the night (Luke 6:12). Jesus showed through His life that He was dependent on and submitted to the Father (John 4:24; 6:38; 12:49). As Son of God Jesus’ life in faith was different to ours, but even so He was a human and we can learn from His commitment and wholeheartedness. 
Jesus’ humanity is further confirmed by Him being tempted to sin (Matt. 4:1–11). The author of Hebrews writes, For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weakness, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are – yet was without sin (4:15) Some people claim that the temptation of Jesus could not have been real, because He had a sinless nature and therefore could not have sinned. However, Adam and Eve are clear cases of sinless human nature subject to very real temptation (Gen. 3:1ff). There is of course a sense in which it would have been unthinkable for Jesus, as the incarnate God to succumb to temptation. Still, this does not diminish the fact of the reality of the temptation Jesus experienced. 
Although Jesus did not share original sin and remained impeccable throughout His life as true human being, He endured the weight and the pull of temptation to a degree we shall never experience. 
So, while Jesus could have sinned, it was certain that He would not. There are several Biblical passages that declare the sinlessness of Jesus (Heb. 7:26; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 John 3:5). The sinlessness of Jesus has its cause in His love and mercy for us. He came to give His life as a sacrifice for our sins. The temptation by the devil in the desert was aimed at making Jesus choose earthly glory and honour instead of humiliation, suffering and death. But He chose to do the will of God and live a holy and blameless life and ultimately give His life for us as a perfect sacrifice without sin. As people said in Matt. 27:42 “He saved others… but He can’t save Himself”. He was unable to sin because of His love for us, which He shows all the way to the cross. The sinlessness of Jesus has to do with the blamelessness and purity of the sacrifice. Only a sinless human could bring forgiveness of sin. Paul says in 2 Cor. 5:21 God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. The holiness and the sacrifice of Jesus is united and that is the reason any attack on the sinlessness of Jesus has to be rejected. 
The humanity of Jesus is important. Firstly because it was in Jesus as a human that God revealed Himself for us so that we could understand who He is. Secondly, because Jesus was a human and experienced everything like us, He can understand and help us in all our needs and weaknesses. Finally, because Jesus was human, He could bridge the gap between humans and God that was the consequence of sin. Because Jesus was one of us, He could truly offer a sacrifice on our behalf. Just like in the OT, where the priest offered a sacrifice on behalf of the people, Jesus offered a sacrifice on behalf of us. But this sacrifice was a perfect sacrifice, and was made once and for all, by the offering of His own life (Heb. 7:27; 9:26). 
The evidence of Jesus’ humanity is mainly found in the Gospels but the rest of NT also testifies of the humanity of Jesus (Acts 2:22; Phil. 2:7–8; Col. 1:22; 1 Tim. 2:5). 
More Scripture references
Matt. 1:1–16, 25; 4:1–10; 9:36; 11:19; 21:18; 27:46
Mark 3:5; 6:1–3
Luk. 2:7, 40–52
John 1:14; 4:6; 12:27; 19:28, 34
Acts 2:22; 17:28
Rom. 8:3
Gal. 4:4
Phil. 2:7–8
Col. 1:22
1 Tim. 2:5; 3:16
Hebr. 5:7
1 Pet. 2:21–24
Revisit lesson 10
Explain
	Make a list (see example below) and fill in the left column with things that show Jesus’ humanity. In the following chapter, you fill in the column of with things that show Jesus’ divinity

	Humanity	Divinity
	Jesus grew up in a home and in a family, Mark 6:1–6	 

	Jesus became tired, John 4:6	 

	And so on …	 

	 
	 


	Give three reasons why the humanity of Jesus is important.

Understand
Summarise the evidence in the New Testament of Jesus’ humanity. What convinces you the most that Jesus was a human being and why?
Apply
Imagine you meet someone who is experiencing one of the following difficulties. How would you try to help that person, using the fact that Jesus was human and the experiences He had on various occasions?
	Temptation

	A sense of being forsaken by God

	Physical suffering
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Lesson 11: The Divinity of Jesus
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	John 1:1–3

	Acts 4:11–12

	Col. 1:15–18. 

	What do they tell you about the divinity of Jesus? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

Previously we have studied how Jesus is the Saviour of the world. He is the promised Messiah. He is the promised heavenly Son of Man and the Son of God who had a special relationship with God. He is the Lord, which means that He is God. There are also explicit expressions in the Bible claiming that Jesus is God. We will look at three verses which are very clear.
	In the first verse of the Gospel of John (which gives associations to the first verse of the Bible), John says: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was God, and the Word was God. Later in this chapter we see that the Word is identified as Jesus (John 1:14). 

	Thomas gave his confession when he saw Jesus after His resurrection. He said to Jesus: “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28). 

	In his first chapter the author of Hebrews quotes a psalm where God is addressed and applies it to Jesus: But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever...” (Heb. 1:8).

There are more Biblical references that speak of Jesus in a similar way (John 1:18; Rom 9:5; Tit. 2:13; 2 Pet. 1:1; 1 John 5:20) and others that point in the same direction (Matt. 1:23; John 17:3; Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:5; Col. 2:2; 2 Thess. 1:12; 1 Tim. 3:16). 
Fulfilment of the Prophecies of the Old Testament
In the NT, we see that Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of the promises God made to Israel, now extended to all nations. Especially in the Gospel of Matthew we see many references to the OT and Matthew shows how Jesus is the fulfilment of the prophecies. We see this especially in the account of the birth of Jesus, where he five times in the two first chapters refers to the OT. The Gospels in general draw parallels between “the Righteous Sufferer” of Ps. 22, for example in Matt. 27:46. Luke notes explicitly the parallel between the “Suffering Servant” in Is. 53 and the crucifixion of Jesus in Luke 22:37. Thus we see that the coming of Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of the hope of the old covenant and is also the good news of salvation for all peoples on earth. 
The identity of Jesus as divine
We have studied the divine attributes of God earlier in this course and in Jesus we see the same attributes. For example, we can see that shares the characteristics of God. He is
	Omnipotent (Matt. 8:26)

	Omnipresent (Matt. 18:20)

	Omniscient (John 4:18, 39)

	Faithful (Heb. 13:18)

	Sovereign (Matt. 28:18)

	Eternal (John 1:2)

	Holy (Heb. 7:26)

	Love (John 15:12–13)

To offer worship to any other being than the Lord God (Yahweh) was to the Jew unthinkably offensive and the most fundamental of all sins (Ex. 20:3–6; Deut. 6:4, 13–14). Yet the earliest disciples, all of them Jews, directed worship to Jesus. It is this fact which makes the NT ascriptions of deity to Christ so impressive. 
Worship is ascribed to Christ (Rom. 9:5; 2 Tim. 4:18, 2 Pet. 3:18; Rev. 1:5–6) and there are also Bible references ascribing worship to both the Father and the Son (Rev. 5:13; 7:10). The reaction of the disciples to the risen Christ is typical – they worshipped him (Matt. 28:17; Luke 24:52). Even the angels in heaven worship Jesus, the Lamb that was slain (Rev. 5:12) and approve His deity. 
“Anyone who has seen me, has seen the Father”, Jesus says in John 14:9. These words show us that God acts and speaks in the Son. To have seen Jesus is to have seen the Father. We saw this in an earlier chapter called Jesus Christ – Christology. 
Jesus is also Saviour, giver of life, judge, creator and sustainer of the world. We’ll look into these attributes below:
Saviour 
Yahweh is a saviour God. In contrast to other gods He alone has power to save: “I, even I am the Lord, and apart from me there is no Saviour” (Is. 43:11). In the OT, the salvation of God could sometimes come through a human being such as Moses or Joshua, but the forgiving of sins and giving of eternal life belonged to God alone. 
A fish became a symbol of faith to the early Christians. The five Greek letters that spell fish in Greek are: I-CH-TH-Y-S. These letters came to signify Jesus Christ (Iesus Christos), God’ Son (Theos Huios), Saviour (Soter). We have seen that the name of Jesus/Yeshua means Saviour and that Jesus came to save the world from sin. In Acts 4:12 we can read that there is salvation only in His name. Jesus is here understood to function as God, doing something that only God can do. In Mark 2:5–7 we read that Jesus told the paralytic that his sins were forgiven. The teachers of the law immediately reacted by calling this blasphemy because only God can forgive sins. We see how Jesus acts like God. 
Giver of life
In John 5:24–26 Jesus says He has the same ability as God to have life in Himself and give life to others. Jesus resurrected Lazarus (John 11:43–44) and showed His power by doing that. Even more importantly, He has the power to raise up the dead to eternal life (John 5:24–24). 
Judge 
In the OT Yahweh alone is judge. His holiness and majesty are essentially expressed in His righteous judgments (Deut. 32:4; Ps 99; Is. 5:16). In John 5 we read that God has given Jesus this authority to judge the world (John 5:26–27). 
Creator and sustainer 
God’s creative work had four aspects and we saw these when we studied God and creation.
	God brought the world in to being (Gen 1:1).

	He preserves and sustains all things (Col. 1:17).

	He is leading the created universe to its end or goal (Rom. 8:19–21).

	He will bring about the new creation (Rev. 21:1–5).

All four aspects are also used about Jesus. 
	Through Him all things came to be (John 1:1, 3; Heb. 1:1–3; Col. 1:16; 1 John 1:1). 

	He is the sustainer and upholder of all things (Matt 28:18; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:17). 

	He is the one in whom the universe is destined to be brought to its goal (Rom 11:36; Eph. 1:9–10; Col 1:16). 

	God’s purpose in Jesus Christ is to bring the new creation and make all things new (Is. 65:17; John 3:5; 20:22; 2 Cor. 5:17; Phil. 3:20). 

More Scripture references
Matt. 28:19
John 1:1–3, 18; 20:28
Rom. 9:5
1 Cor. 12:4–6
Eph. 1:1–15; 2:18, 20–22; 4:4–6
Col. 1:15–19; 2:9
2 Thess. 1:12
Tit. 2:13
Hebr. 1:8
James 1:1
2 Pet. 1:1
1 John 5:20
Rev. 5:13.
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Explain
	Sit two or three together and retell how the Bible shows us that Jesus is God.

	Mention a few prophesies from OT that speak about Jesus.

	Share a verse from OT that describes God’s power to save. Likewise, share a verse from NT that describes how Jesus has the same power. 

	Explain how the NT describes Jesus as giver of life, judge, creator, and sustainer.

	Continue with the table from the previous lesson (see the example below) and add a list that shows Jesus’ divinity. 

	Humanity	Divinity
	Jesus grew up in a home and in a family, Mark 6:1–6	Jesus was in the beginning, John 1:1
	Jesus became tired, John 4:6	Jesus is ascribed worship as God, Rev 1:5–6
	And so on …	And so on …
	 
	 


Understand
	Which attribute of Jesus would you say is most important? Explain why. 

	What does it mean for you personally that Jesus is Saviour? Life giver? Judge? Creator and sustainer?

Apply
Make a Bible study for a cell group describing Jesus’ humanity and His divinity. 
(Go to Table of contents)
Lesson 12: The Incarnation
We have now seen that Jesus is both divine and human. Jesus is completely God and completely human. He is not half human and half God, but 100% God and 100% human. The doctrine of the two natures of Jesus Christ is expressed in what theologians call “the incarnation.” This word comes from the Latin term carne which means “flesh” and incarnation means “to become flesh”. In theology, it is used for the doctrine about the Son of God who became a human being (flesh) in Jesus of Nazareth. In this way Jesus was truly human and truly God in one person. In John 1:14 it says: The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	John 10:30–38

	Acts 2:22–35

	2 Cor. 8:9. 

	What do they tell you about the incarnation?

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

The incarnation is a mystery we humans can never fully understand, but in the NT, we find a model that can help us. It is Christ as mediator. 
Jesus Christ as mediator
Several places in the NT Jesus Christ is referred to as the mediator between God and humanity, for example in Heb. 9:15 and 1 Tim. 2:5. So what is mediated? 
	Jesus Christ has mediated to us knowledge of God – revelation 

	Jesus Christ has mediated to us fellowship with God – salvation 

Both revelation and salvation are necessary to bridge the gap between God and humans. True knowledge of God and salvation must come from outside the human situation. The mission of Jesus Christ was to mediate between God and humanity. In order to do so, Jesus Christ had to be both divine and human. Because, on account of our sin, it was impossible for us to ascend to God. Instead God chose to descend to us. God became what we are, so that we can become what He is. 
John Calvin (1509–64), one of the great theologians at the time of the Reformation, wrote in his famous book, called Institutes, about the mediatorship of Jesus Christ. Drawing on a tradition that goes back to the theologian Eusebius of Caesarea (about AD 260–340), Calvin says that the work of Christ can be summarised under three offices or ministries: prophet, king and priest. Jesus Christ brings together in His person the three great mediating offices of the OT. 
	Prophetic office – Jesus Christ proclaims the coming of the Kingdom of God and His grace. He is a teacher who has divine wisdom and authority. 

	Kingly office – Jesus Christ has inaugurated a kingship which is heavenly and not earthly. This kingship is exercised over the believers through the action of the Holy Spirit and promises the ultimate victory of God’s reign of righteousness and peace. 

	Priestly office – Jesus Christ is able to make peace between God and humans, when He removes the enmity between us through offering His death as a satisfaction for our sin. 

Phil. 2:6–11 is an important text when discussing the incarnation of Jesus Christ. Here Paul writes that Jesus Christ, who was God, descended to the earth as a human and died on a cross, but was exalted again by God and is now in glory together with God. 
The question here is how we are to understand v.6–7, where it states: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. False teachers have over the years tried to reduce the divinity of Jesus, claiming that when He made Himself nothing He emptied His divinity to become one of us. 
As we try to explain Phil. 2:6–7 we should say that Jesus did not empty His divine attributes, but instead He put on human attributes. By taking on human nature, He accepted certain limitations on the functioning of the divine attributes. This is seen for example in the omnipotence of Jesus. He was omnipotent (John 3:35), but at the same time He had limited power because He was human (John 5:30; 19:11). Jesus was omniscient (John 2:25), but at the same time He had limited knowledge (John 2:52; Mark 13:32). 
Christ’s incarnation was a voluntarily, self-chosen limitation for a period of time. The meaning of the verses in Phil. 2 is rather that Jesus Christ surrenders His divine glory and dignity, to become human in Jesus from Nazareth. He becomes a servant for us and humiliates Himself, surrendering to suffering and death, so that we may receive life in Him.
More Scripture references
John 1:1–18; 10:30–38
Acts 2:22–35
Rom. 1:4
2 Cor. 8:9
Phil. 2:5–11
Col. 1:15–20; 2:9
1 Tim. 3:16
Hebr. 1:1–3
1 John 1:1–2. 
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Explain
	What is the literal meaning of incarnation?

	What does it mean that Jesus is a mediator between God and humanity?

	What are the three mediating offices Jesus Christ brings together in His person?

Understand
	Jesus Christ has mediated to us knowledge of God – revelation. Explain to a non-believer how Jesus reveals God?

	Jesus Christ has mediated to us fellowship with God – salvation. Explain to a non-believer how we have fellowship with God through Jesus? 

Apply
Prepare a teaching on the incarnation for a youth camp. Use the Scripture and knowledge you have learnt above and try to teach it to young people. Write on a paper your main points, Bible passages you will use and why it is good for us to know this about Christ. Give the notes to your teacher. 
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Excursus: Historical Views of Jesus 
Jesus Christ was understood in various ways in the early period of Christianity. 
Ebionitism was a Jewish sect during the first centuries that thought of Jesus as merely human. This view was quickly rejected as heretical. 
Docetism had almost the opposite view. Dokeo is a Greek word that means “to seem or appear,” so Docetism argued that Jesus Christ was completely divine and only seemed to be human. 
Adoptionism maintained that Jesus was basically a human being, but was anointed by the Holy Spirit in a special way and was adopted by the Father so that He became God’s Son. He is in line with the prophets, but anointed in a higher degree. 
Arianism claimed that Jesus Christ was not eternal God, but was supreme among the creations of God. This view comes from Arius who lived in the fourth century. Athanasius, one of the most significant defenders of orthodox Christology in this period, fought against the view of Arius. He said that it is only God who can save, and it is clear that Jesus saves, therefore Jesus has to be God. 
These and other false views forced the Church to define more specifically the understanding of Jesus as found in the Bible. In the beginning of this course we mentioned The Nicene Creed (more correctly the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed). It was written mainly to affirm the full divinity of Jesus against especially the view of Arius. There it is said about Jesus: “We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ… begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.” The Nicene Creed also affirms Jesus as fully human. It goes on to affirm that Jesus Christ is both truly divine and truly human. This has since then been the official view of the global Christian Church. 
Questions
	What is the problem with the view of Jesus being merely human?

	What is the problem with the view of Jesus being completely divine (not really human)?

	What is the problem with the view of Jesus being just a prophet?

	What is the problem with the view of Jesus being supreme among creation but not God?

(Go to Table of contents)
Lesson 13: The Uniqueness of Jesus
Jesus was and is unique, from every aspect. We will now look at some circumstances and facts of his life that prove his uniqueness and that he truly is the Son of God. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Luk. 1:35

	Mark 10:45

	1 Cor. 15:20–23

	What do they tell you about the uniqueness of Jesus?

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

The virgin birth of Jesus
We read in Matt. 1:18 and Luk. 1:34–35 that Jesus was born by a virgin, Mary. The conception of Jesus was something unique. It was a miracle because it was not the result of a sexual relationship. Few teachings of the Bible have been so ridiculed as the belief in the virgin birth. Few preachers are teaching on this subject and believers rarely reflect on it. 
Clearly the fact of Jesus’ virgin birth was important for Matthew and Luke and for the young Christian Church. Luke’s description of the conception of Jesus uses an expression that reminds us of the tabernacle in the desert and of the event on the Mount of Transfiguration. The angel answered Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God…” (Luk. 1:35). In the desert, the glory of God rested as a cloud, or shadow, above the tent (Ex. 40:34–38). The same thing happened in the life of Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, when a cloud or shadow descended on the mountain (Matt 17:1–8). Moses and Elijah talked with Jesus and the voice of God was heard from heaven. These moments were special encounters between heaven and earth, between God and human beings. Such an encounter happened in the body of Mary when God’s power overshadowed her. 
There have been some misunderstandings about the conception of Jesus. As we read, the angel told Mary that the Holy Spirit would come upon her, and the power of the Most High would overshadow her. And the holy one that was to be born would be called the Son of God. This does not mean God provided the male chromosomes for the developing foetus. It does not say that God is the biological father of Jesus! God is not male or female. He is the creator of all things and is above His creation. The miraculous conception is about a birth without a father. Mary became pregnant through a supernatural influence of the Holy Spirit upon her. The Bible does not explain how this happened. It just states the fact that it was a miracle from God. 
The virgin birth teaches us that Jesus entered completely into our human experience, though without sin. 
The virgin birth teaches us that our salvation, though it came through a human, is completely God’s work. Our receiving of this salvation is also supernatural in that it is the work of the Holy Spirit within us. John 1:13 says that those who believe in Jesus are born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will. Just like Jesus was born without the participation of human, we are born in faith in a supernatural way. 
The death of Jesus Christ
The death of Jesus Christ was the ultimate act of Jesus, in order to fulfil His mission. Jesus said that He came to give His life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). He came to die. Jesus taught His disciples that He had come to die and then to rise again (Mark 8:31–33). His death was the completion of His role as mediator for us, and at the moment He died Jesus said It is finished (John 19:30). Matthew and Mark tell us that at that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom (Matt. 27:51). The way to God, to the Most Holy Place, was opened to all who believe (Heb. 10:19–22)!  There is much more to say about the significance of the death of Jesus, but we will look more into that in the chapter of salvation. 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ did not only die on the cross, but God resurrected Him on the third day. For the disciples, there were three important “proofs” for the resurrection of Jesus. The first proof was the empty grave. The second, and more important, proof was that Jesus showed Himself to His followers. He showed Himself with a physical body. His body had been transformed which could be seen as He for example could walk through closed doors (John 20:19), but He still had the marks from the crucifixion in His hands and His side (John 20:27). He could also eat (Luk. 24:32). Jesus talked to them and He gave them instructions about the coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:3–8) and He had a commission for them (Matt. 28:18–20). The third, and also important, proof was that the disciples were changed, their lives were transformed (Acts 2:14–47). Paul had not been one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, but his life was also transformed when he met Jesus Christ (Acts 9). 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ is crucial for the Christian faith. Paul says that if Christ had not risen from the dead then our faith would be pointless (1 Cor. 15:17). Why is the resurrection so important? There are several important aspects here. 
	First of all, the resurrection shows us that Jesus Christ really is God. Peter says it very clear in his sermon on the day of Pentecost: Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36), see also Rom. 1:4. God confirmed by raising Jesus up from the dead, that He was the Christ, the Messiah, whom He had promised to send to deliver His people and who He was the Lord, that is God! 

	Jesus Christ’s resurrection showed God’s approval of the atoning work of Jesus on the cross. There is a connection between the death of Jesus and God’s resurrection of Him (Rom. 4:25). This is why Paul can write in 1 Cor. 15:17: And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. So because of the resurrection those who believe in Jesus Christ receive forgiveness of their sins.

	The resurrection of Jesus Christ shows His victory over death (1 Cor. 15:26, 54–55) and is the guarantee of the resurrection of the believers (1 Cor. 15:20–23). 

	By His resurrection from the dead Jesus Christ can become a living experience in those who believe. Paul writes I want to know Him and the power of His resurrection (Phil. 3:10). This power also helps us live the new life in Jesus Christ (Gal. 2:20), and we live this new life by the power of His resurrection (2 Cor. 13:4–5). It is the Holy Spirit that enables this new life, because Jesus said that when He went away, the Holy Spirit would come and live in each one who believes in Him. 

	The resurrection of Jesus also anticipates the renewal of the creation. Jesus is the firstfruits and through Him all things will, at the end of time, be put in order (1 Cor. 15:23–28), and the creation will be liberated from its bondage to decay (Rom. 8:21).

	The resurrection is also an authentication of the words of Jesus who said He was to rise from the dead on the third day (Mark 8:31). 

Because of these aspects the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation of our faith (1 Cor. 15:14–17) and our hope (1 Pet. 1:3–5). 
Regarding the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can see that the cross makes no sense without the resurrection and the resurrection gives new meaning to the cross. Since we have seen that Jesus Christ is God, we can say that it was God who was at work at the cross. Then the cross becomes even more powerful. 
If Jesus was just a human being on the cross, then either His work would have been in vain (how could a mere human save others?) or else His God would be guilty of sheer barbarism allowing an innocent third part to suffer and die for others. But if Jesus is God, then the cross becomes a wonder of divine love.
The Ascension of Jesus Christ 
After his resurrection, Jesus Christ appeared to his disciples over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God, Acts 1:3. He also told them to wait for the power of the Holy Spirit to come, and He gave them the great mission of going out into the whole world to tell people about Him. Then it says in Acts 1:9: After He had said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their very sight. In the OT, the cloud was the sign of the presence of the glory of God (Ex. 40:34). We can read how the cloud covered Jesus at His ascension. This confirms Jesus’ divine nature. The ascension tells us that Jesus Christ again shares in the glory of the Godhead. Again, He exercises God’s rule in heaven and on earth (Eph. 1:19–23; Phil. 2:9–11). 
There were definite reasons why Jesus had to leave the earth. He told His disciples that He had to go to His Father’s house to prepare a place for them, and then He would return to take them with Him so that they could be where He is (John 14:2–3). This place with Jesus is for all those who believe in Him. Jesus also told His disciples that He had to leave so that the Holy Spirit could come. The Holy Spirit would work within them and would be present with all believers at all times. This is why Jesus could say that He would be with us always (Matt. 28:20). 
Jesus Himself predicted His return to His Father (John 16:28). Jesus told the high priest that He would sit at the right hand of the Mighty One (Matt. 26:64). That Jesus is now sitting at the right hand of the Father is stated several times in Acts and the letters (Acts. 5:31; Heb. 10:12). The right hand is the place of distinction and power. It is a symbol of authority and active rule. It is also the place where Jesus all the time intercedes with the Father on our behalf (Heb. 7:25). 
The return of Jesus Christ
After the ascension of Jesus, two angles came and said to the disciples “why do you stand here and look into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven” (Acts. 1:11). In the same way as with His death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus told His disciples about His second coming. He also said that nobody knows the exact time of that event (Matt. 24:30–36). Then His victory will be complete. 
At His return, Jesus will implement the victory that He won on the cross and gather all things under Himself and reign openly over a fully redeemed creation (Rom. 8:21–23). At His glorious return, He will be manifested as King and head over all, King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 21:22–27) and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil. 2:11). The one who came in lowliness, humility and finally even humiliation for our sake, will return in full glory! 
More Scripture references
Is. 7:14; 53:3–4
Matt. 28:18
Joh 1:14
Acts 1:11
Rom. 4:25
1 Cor. 15:3, 17–20
2 Cor. 5:14, 18–20
Gal. 2:20
Eph. 1:19–23
Heb. 4:14–18; 10:19, 22
Rev. 5:12
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Explain
	What are the similarities between the virgin birth and the happenings in the tabernacle in the desert and the mountain of transfiguration?

	What do we learn from the miracle of the virgin birth?

	In what ways are the death of Jesus unique, compared to other people’s deaths?

	Describe four ways in which Jesus appeared to His followers after the resurrection?

	Why is the resurrection so important? 

	Why did Jesus need to leave the earth?

	What is Jesus doing in heaven?

	When Jesus comes back, what will He do?

Understand
	Jesus is unique, compared to other gods and humans. In what ways? Close the book and your notes and explain with your own words. 

	What aspects of the resurrection do you feel are most important? Why?

Apply
If someone told you: The NT nowhere states that Jesus is God, how would you respond? Write down your response and include Scripture. 
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Excursus: Jesus and the World Religions
In this excursus, we will look briefly at how three major religions in India view Jesus. 
The Muslim understanding of Jesus
Islam began in Mecca about AD 610, when Muhammad believed that he had received messages from God. These messages were later collected and now form the Quran. Allah ( the Arabic word for God) is high and separated from human beings. His will can only be known through the Quran. In the Quran, it says that there is only one God (Allah) and that he is both merciful and all-powerful, controlling the history. On the Last Day, he will judge people according to their acts and assign them to heaven or hell. 
Islam acknowledges Jesus as a prophet and a messenger from God. In the Quran the name Jesus (Arabic Isa) is used 24 times, in most cases linked with the title “Son of Mary” (Arabic Mariam) and sometimes linked with Moses. Jesus is also referred to as “word of God” and “spirit of God.” There are references to the death of Jesus, indicating that this was the will of God, but the meaning of His death is not clear. One passage seems to teach that Jesus was neither killed by the Jews, nor crucified by His enemies, although “it seemed so to them”. Instead Jesus was transferred to heaven, and another person took His place on the cross. The idea of incarnation is completely unacceptable to Islam. To see Jesus as the Son of God is seen by Islamic writers as a reversion to paganism, suggesting that God has physical children. 
The Buddhist understanding of Jesus 
Buddhism is based on the teachings of Siddhartha Gautama, who lived in North India 500 BC. He renounced his richness and sought spiritual enlightenment. Buddhism is best understood as an outlook on life which cultivates the state of enlightenment that results from following the teachings and practices of the buddha (a title, meaning “enlightened one” or “awakened one”). 
Jesus is mainly seen as a buddha-figure and is described as “enlightened” or “close to buddhahood”. There are some similarities between the Buddhist teaching of living an unselfish life and the teaching and example of Jesus, but Buddhism does not accept the atoning and saving death of Jesus Christ.
The Hindu understanding of Jesus
The religious tradition we call Hinduism dates back to around 3000 BC. Its oldest writings are the Vedas which were written over a period of 1000 years beginning from about 1400 BC. The Vedas are a collection of wisdom literature that include the Mantras (hymns of worship to the gods), the Brahmanas (a guide to ritual practice) and the Upanishads (the most important with teaching in religious truths and doctrines). 
There is a great diversity in belief and practice and the emphasis is on a way of living rather than on a way of thought. We can say that the core beliefs include a strong sense of that the ultimate reality, brahman, is something unseen. According to Hinduism, it is possible to see his divine attributes manifested in a multiplicity of forms, though god is not seen in human terms. The gods are the manifestation of nature or cosmic forces. All the different gods are all seen as expressions of brahman. All humans have the capacity to seek and find brahman, even though this process may be long and difficult, involving many births and rebirths. 
In Hinduism, we find many different attitudes to Jesus, where the main one would be accepting Jesus as one god among many but rejecting Him as the one and only way to the Father. 
Questions 
	The will of Allah can only be known through the Quran, according to Islam. How can we as believers in Christ, know the will of God?

	When you have shared about Jesus to someone of one of these religions, did they have any previous knowledge or faith in who He is? Explain. 

	What do your Hindu or Muslim friends think about Jesus?

	What is the difference between the rebirth Jesus talks about (John 3:3) and the Hindu belief in reincarnation?

	What does 1 John 2:22–23 tell us about the world religions?
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Conclude and Reflect: The Doctrine of Jesus
Reflection
Without looking at your notes or in the book, write down/share three things you have learnt about and describe them a little.
Mention something in particular that has surprised you or blessed you during this study of Jesus. 
Application
Through this chapter you have come to know Jesus more. Next time you share the Gospel with a non-believer, what in this chapter will you highlight for the person? Write down 3–4 things and explain them with your own words. Include Bible references.
Time for contemplation
Reflect in the class/group on the names and titles of Jesus. Thank Him for being Yeshua, our Saviour. Contemplate on Him being Christ, being Lord, being Son of Man, and being Son of God. Use His different names and titles in your worship.
Jesus Christ is fully human and fully divine. Reflect on the incarnation. Jesus gave up heaven to become human and give His life for you and me. 
Take time and ask Him to make this study of the doctrine of Jesus real to you, so that you not only know these things in your brain, but Christ become more and more known to you!
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Salvation
Lesson 14: Why Did Jesus Come?
The answer is that Jesus came to atone humanity with God. Salvation and atonement are the core teaching of the Bible. 25% of the texts in the Gospels describe Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection. The Christian faith is based on the atonement. 1 Tim. 1:15 says that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Christianity is nothing without Christ and the centre of Christ’s life was the atonement. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible references
	Is. 43:11–12

	Rom. 5:10–11

	2 Cor. 5:19.

	What do they tell you about why Jesus came?

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

What is atonement?
The human mind requires some kind of punishment for a crime, in order to make justice. Children learn this early in life and adults know that there will be consequences for choices and deeds. It is planted in our human nature. What we sow is what we reap. If the farmer sows the seed, tends to the plant, waters it and the sun does its work, there will be a good harvest. If the work is not done, nature will react with a bad harvest which will lead to famine and even death. If a farmer is careless and sows mouldy seed, could he then expect a nice big harvest? If the gardener sows mango seeds, will she see a papaya tree grow? No, what we sow is what we reap. This is a law of nature. 
If God has created nature, He cannot be whimsical and unreliable. In the same way as there are consequences in nature, there will be consequences in a person’s life if he or she does harm to creation, to humankind or to God. Therefore, atonement is needed. 
What is atonement? It is about overcoming a serious breech between two parties. It signifies taking some action that can repair what has been broken through an offence or injury. Not only does atonement repair but it also cancels the evil effects so that two parties can be together again. Atonement thus means reconciliation because to reconcile is to restore and to bring together those who are separated from each other. 
Can someone else atone for my sins? It does happen, for example when parents defend and atone for their children’s mischiefs. Atonement is not to ignore or diminish the wrongdoing, it is not only to forgive. Atonement is to pay a price for the sin and to take the consequence. 
The word atonement takes its profoundest meaning only when it refers to the relationship between God and humanity. Human sin caused a wide and deep separation between us and God, a separation that humans cannot overcome. God Himself stepped into the situation and through His son Jesus Christ provided the way to restore fellowship between us and God (2 Cor. 5:19; Rom. 5:10–11). In this way God brings about atonement. This is reason for great rejoicing!
Atonement in the Old Testament
Already in the OT we see the atoning character of God. In Gen. 3, God killed an animal in order to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve when they had sinned (3:21). Adam and Eve were not killed, instead an animal had to be killed and cover for their sins.
When God established the old covenant on Sinai with Moses and the people of Israel the sacrificial system started in a more organised way. The animal sacrifices were the ratification of the covenant, the way for Israel to show their consent to the agreement with God. In Lev. 1–7 the different sacrifices are mentioned as atonement for various types of sin. In Lev 5:18, we even learn about atonement for the person sinning by mistake or without knowing. 
One time every year the Jews celebrated (and still do) the Day of Atonement, commanded by God in Lev. 16. This was the day when the Jews were atoned for through many sacrifices. One particular ram was chosen to bear the sins and iniquities of the people into the desert (16:21–22). Even this ram’s blood would be shed as the wild animals of the desert would kill it.  
In the OT, there are two different Hebrew words used about salvation: natsal and yasha. 
	The meaning of natsal is to deliver or to save. This word is found 212 times in OT, for example in Ex. 3:8; 2 Chron. 32:17; Ps. 22:21,;35:17. The salvation is from physical, personal or national danger. It also includes spiritual salvation, through forgiveness of sins, as seen in Ps. 39:8; 51:14.

	The meaning of yasha is to deliver or to save but also to give victory or to help. It is found 354 times in the OT, mainly in the Psalms and prophets. Usually it is God who yasha and His people are being yasha by him. They were saved from national or personal enemies (Ex. 14:10; Deut. 20:4; Jer. 17:14–18) but also from difficulties such as plague or famine (2 Chron. 20:9). Yahweh is the Saviour and salvation (Is. 43:11–12; Ps. 18:14; 2 Sam. 22:3).

In the OT, the dominating theme is salvation where God is the active initiating part. This is seen already in Gen. 3:15 in the so-called proto gospel where God gives a first glimpse and promise of a coming salvation. God saved Israel from Egypt. God saved His people through judges (Judg. 2:16–18), through prophets (1 Sam. 7:8) or through other people (1 Sam. 19:4–5). This became the picture of how God would continue to save His people. He would send a servant according to Is. 49:5–6 that would save Israel but who would also be light and salvation for the Gentiles. There is no salvation and no saviour but God (Is. 43:11; 45:21; Hos. 13:4). 
Atonement in the New Testament
In the NT, the Greek word sozo means save. It also has the meaning of keeping, saving from danger, healing and making whole. In, for example, Matt. 8:25 and Acts 27:31 it is used for salvation from physical death. In Matt. 9:22, Mark 10:52 and Luk. 17:19 sozo means salvation from sickness. In Luk. 8:36 sozo signifies salvation from demons. In Luk. 8:50 sozo stands for salvation from death that already had occurred. However, most times the word sozo occurs it is used for spiritual salvation, given from God through Jesus Christ and received by faith (1 Cor. 1:21; 1 Tim. 1:15; Eph. 2:8).
In Matt. 1:21 the name of Jesus was presented by Gabriel to Mary. He was to have the name Yeshua (Hebrew name of Jesus), and it derives from the Hebrew word yasha. The angel also explained the reason for this name: Mary’s son would save His people from their sins. Jesus Himself spoke about His saving ministry in Luk. 19:10. 
The Bible describes a God who saves and who reconciles us to Himself. All through the Bible we see the great need for salvation and atonement. The sin which resulted in the fall of humanity (Gen. 3) cannot be removed by human strength or human deeds. Every human being is in need of a saviour. Throughout the Bible we find the failure and rebellion of humankind, how people sin both on purpose and by mistake. Sin causes a gap between God and humanity. 
John the Baptist describes Jesus as the Lamb of God (John 1:29). This is one of many NT texts that draw a parallel between Jesus and the sacrificial system of the old covenant God that made with Israel and Moses. The writer of Hebrews compares how Christ once and for all won eternal redemption through His blood with how Moses once redeemed the people of Israel (Hebr. 9:12, 19–22). In the same way, Paul in his letters makes the comparison between death of Jesus and the temple sacrifices. Rom. 3:25–26 explains the need for God to react to sin. He could no longer disregard it, as this could and would be interpreted as if He was not holy and righteous. The sacrifices of the OT foreshadowed what would come with Christ Jesus. In 1 Cor. 11:25, Paul writes about drinking the blood of Christ. Jesus says in John 6:51–54 that His flesh is the bread that gives life. Everyone must eat His flesh and drink His blood to receive eternal life. Those who listened to Him said His speech was unacceptable. The NT makes it is clear that Jesus giving His life is a sacrifice similar to – but greater – than the sacrifices of the old covenant. His blood establishes the new eternal covenant in which no further sacrifices are needed. 
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Explain
	Why did Jesus come to the world? Explain with your own words. 

	What is atonement?

	Why is atonement needed?

	Can someone else atone for my sins and mistakes? Give example.

	In the OT, the Jews were commanded to celebrate the Day of Atonement once a year. Explain the way it was done and why.

	We have learnt two Hebrew words used about salvation. Give examples where in the OT they are used and the different meanings they can have. 

	What is the meaning of Yeshua?

	The Greek word used for save is sozo. In what different ways can it be understood?

Understand
	25 % of the texts in the Gospel describe Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. Why, do you think, is it such a focus on that?

	When studying the OT and the NT, can you find any similarities and differences in the teaching on the atonement?

	What does it mean that Jesus is the Lamb of God?

Apply
Make a Bible study on the atonement work of Jesus. You have to include what atonement means and why it was needed. Write down your main points with supporting Bible verses. Have the Bible study in the class. 
(Go to Table of contents)
Lesson 15: Jesus – God’s Anointed Prophet, Priest and King
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Acts 3:22–26

	Heb. 7:23–28

	John 18:33–37.

	What do they tell you about Jesus – God’s anointed prophet, priest and king? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

Messiah, as we saw, means God’s anointed. In Israel three offices were established to which people were anointed with oil: kings (1 Sam. 9:16), priests (Lev.8:12), and prophets (1 Kings 19:16). Generations of theologians have spoken of Jesus’ threefold office and that He was anointed by God (Acts 10:38; Heb. 1:9) in order to fulfil these three offices – as priest, prophet and king. 
The prophetic office
The prophet is one who speaks for somebody else (Ex. 7:1–2; Deut. 18:18–19). The prophet points out people’s ignorance of God and calls them to respect God’s will and purpose. Prophets of the OT were people like Moses, Isaiah, Amos, Hosea and others. The OT anticipated the Messiah to be a prophet (Deut. 18:15) and the early church saw Jesus as the fulfilment of this anticipation (Acts 3:22–26, 7:37). 
It was as a prophet Jesus was first acclaimed among the people (Matt. 21:46; Mark 8:28; Luk. 7:16: John 9:17). He Himself accepted the title (Mark 6:4; Luk. 13:33). He stands in the long line of prophets who brought forth the word of God. However, He did not only speak God’s word, He is the Word of God (John 1:1–14). In Jesus, the prophetic word of God is perfectly expressed not only in His teaching, but in His very being (1 Cor. 1:30; Col. 2:3).
The prophetic work of Jesus is that He brings the truth of God to sinful broken humanity. He reveals God to us (John 14:9) both through His teaching and His being. 
The priestly office
Earlier in our study, we saw that Jesus is the mediator between God and humanity. Through sin humanity is estranged from God. The priest is God’s appointed mediator through whom the estrangement is overcome (Heb. 5:1). This is clearly seen in the OT where especially the high priest brought the offering of the people before God on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16; Heb. 9:1–8). 
In the book of Hebrews we find a focus on the priestly office of Jesus. First of all, Jesus was a human being and therefore He could represent humanity before God (Heb. 5:1). Christ was qualified as a human being to act on our behalf in relation to God (Heb. 2:17, 4:15). This priestly office includes the fact that Jesus identified with our human sufferings. 
Secondly, Jesus offered Himself. A priest would bring gifts and offerings (Heb. 8:3). Jesus is the priest but also the sacrifice! In unspeakable love and grace, He entered the Most Holy Place and offered Himself on the altar of the cross (Heb. 9:12–14; 10:10–22; 13:12). 
Jesus understood His own mission in priestly terms as He used sacrificial language talking about Himself and His ministry (Mark 10:45; Luk. 22:20; John 10:11, 15; 15:13). 
In order to understand the full significance of Jesus’ priestly office and saving work we have to look at three major NT metaphors, that are used to explain the death of Christ. 
Justification
In the Bible, we can find a forensic understanding of righteousness. The righteous person is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against him (Ps. 32:2). This concept of a moral standard is found already in the first chapters of the Bible and start of human history. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was not to be eaten from. If that happened, the human being would die (Gen. 2:17). When this eventually happened (Gen. 3:6), the punishment was also meted out (Gen. 3:19). 
From the start of the human story, we disobeyed God’s word (Rom. 5:12–21; 1 Cor. 15:22). We are all in a state of guilt as we have broken the moral law of God (Ps. 14:1–3) and therefore under curse and condemnation (Deut. 27:26; Ps.1:5–6). The law of God expresses the nature of God – He is holy, righteous and good (Rom. 7:12, 22). We therefore need to conform to His righteous character, and like Him, stand against all that resists, challenges and opposes God (Lev. 11:44–45; Is. 1:4). Any violation of God’s law is therefore a direct assault on God. The moment we commit it, our disobedience becomes a rebellion against God. God must oppose sin and disobedience in us. Our sins will result in guilt. As we face of our guilt, we are helpless and can only await God’s coming judgment on sin in His world. 
In our helplessness, the grace of God appears. It can be seen already in Gen. 3. At the moment of the sin, failure and shame of humanity,. God promises “an offspring of the woman” who will “crush the head of the serpent” (3:15). The grace of God and hope for salvation is then repeatedly seen in the OT. Some examples:
	The Israelites were saved when they had smeared blood on their door posts. They were “passed over” by death. This event is referred to at the Passover celebration centuries later, when Jesus’ blood is about to be sacrificed to save humanity from death (Mark 14:22–24; John 19:14, 36 – compare Ex. 12:46). 

	At the Day of Atonement, the Israelites offered a scapegoat (Lev. 16:20–22) that would take the sins of the people of Israel. 

	Isaiah prophesied of the suffering servant of the Lord who would take the punishment for our transgressions and sin (Is. 52:13–53:12). 

The final move in God’s salvation plan was when Jesus was born into time and space. He was born as any human being under law (Gal. 4:4). He fully obeyed all of God’s commands (John 4:34; 8:29; Phil. 2:8). On the cross Jesus took our place as God’s sacrificial lamb and bore the full penalty for our sins (Is. 53:5; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 2:24). Thus, in the death of Christ the sins of the world were judged and forgotten (Rom. 3:23–26; Heb. 8:12). The result of His act of righteousness was justification that brings life and salvation to all (Rom.5:18). 
So, what is justification? It is this act, when God pardons the sins of guilty human beings and declares them righteous on the basis of the representative obedience and redemptive death of Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:24; 4:25; 1 Cor. 6:11). Justification is an act of sheer, unmerited mercy on God’s part. 
Justification is not limited to God pardoning our sins. Even greater, as we are forgiven He clothes us in the righteousness of Jesus Christ (Rom. 4:1–12; Phil. 3:9)! We give Him our sins. He gives us His righteousness. This is God’s amazing and gracious exchange!
Reconciliation
The consequence of our disobedience to God is that we become unfit to dwell in God’s presence and exposed to God’s holy wrath (John 3:36; Rom. 1:18; Eph. 2:3; 5:6). Humankind, alienated from God because of sin, has become His enemy (Rom. 5:19; Col. 1:21). We are utterly helpless in sin. 
Reconciliation means the retraction of enmity between two parties who have quarrelled. It is used in several important NT passages with reference to the salvation in Christ (Rom. 5:10–11; 2 Cor. 5:18–20; Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20). Humanity was the enemy of God but He made peace when He removed the cause for the enmity, our sin. This was done when God in Christ took our place and became the object of His own wrath (Rom. 5:8–10). Christ is therefore our peace, who has reconciled us with God (Eph. 2:14).
Another word sometimes used to describe Christ’s sacrifice is propitiation (or atonement for sins). Propitiation means the removal of wrath by the offering of a gift or a sacrifice. God’s wrath against sin has consequences. In Christ, God took upon Himself the consequences of sin intended for the sinful humanity. The gift or offering of Christ was not a random sacrifice or impersonal act, but God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ (2 Cor. 5:19). The death of Christ is the fulfilment of the OT sacrificial system, and the OT sacrificial system is best understood in the light of the death of Christ. He is the lamb that was slain and He is the fulfilment of the covenant sacrifices (Heb. 9:1; John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:6–8, compare Ex. 12:1–12; 1 Pet. 1:18–19; Mark 14:24, compare Ex. 24:8). The basic significance of the OT sacrificial system was propitiation. God’s wrath was averted as a price was offered for the sin and guilt of the people. 
In the OT, an animal was killed as a sacrifice but also as a substitute (Lev. 1–5; 16). The human being who was guilty of sinning, brought a ritually clean animal, which was killed and sacrificed instead of the human being. So, the human being was cleansed from sin through the substitutionary sacrifice. The suffering servant in Is. 53 was also to take the substitutionary place of sinful humanity (Is. 53:4–5, 10–12). When Christ died on the cross, it was a substitutionary death. He died in our place (Mark 10:45; John 11:50–51; Rom. 5:8; 1 Cor. 15:3; Gal. 3:13; 1 Pet. 3:18). 
Redemption
Redemption is a term with two levels of meaning. It is used as a general synonym for the work of salvation, often connected with creation (Ps. 19:1, 14; Is. 43:14–15; Heb. 9:12). The more precise meaning is related to our enslavement to sin and the devil (John 8:34; Rom. 7:14; 1 John 5:19). In His grace, God brings redemption to us in our helpless condition. 
The understanding of redemption is that deliverance is given through the payment of a price (Ps. 49:7; Mark 10:45; 1 Pet. 1:18–19). The central act of redemption in the OT was Israel’s deliverance from Egypt (Ex. 6:6; 13:13–14). The ransom price was the death of the animals that were sacrificed by Israel. In the NT, Christ’s own death becomes the ransom price for our sins (Eph. 1:7).
Some have asked, why should God have to pay a price? To whom is the price paid? These are not adequate questions. They are misleading us. The understanding we should have about redemption is that our salvation is costly. God cannot save humanity by any random act of goodness and power. There is a price to pay and God paid. The price was nothing less than the life of Jesus Christ. 
The kingly office
The OT prophecies speak about an eternal throne and kingdom, in the family line of king David (2 Sam. 7:12–13; Ps. 89:3–4). Messiah was expected and anticipated as King (Is. 9:6–7; Ezek. 37:21–28). The NT describes humanity as weak and rebellious and submissive to sin and darkness. We are helpless under the reign of sin and demonic powers, of death and judgement (Luk. 4:6; Rom 5:17–19; 7:14–24; Eph. 2:1; 1 John 5:19). 
When Jesus was born, He was welcomed as the fulfilment of this OT hope (Luk. 1:31–33). The title king has close links with Christ being Lord. The way Jesus referred to God’s kingdom and the arrival of the kingdom through Him shows that He Himself was fully aware that He was that King of the prophesies (Mark 1:15; Luk. 17:21). Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem and His trial are clear witness to His fulfilment of this messianic role and it is seen throughout the NT (Luk. 19:38; Mark 14:61–62; John 18:33–37; 1 Tim. 6:15). 
The kingship of Jesus is closely linked with Calvary. There He wrestled with the power of darkness (John 12:31; Col: 2:14–15). His resurrection sealed His triumph. Through that He is declared to be the Son of God, King and Lord over all things (Rom. 1:4; Matt. 28:18; Acts 2:33–36).  
Three events emphasise the kingship of Jesus Christ:
The resurrection
It fulfils His priestly role. Jesus brought Himself before God as the sacrifice for the sins of the world. God the Father approved of the priestly work of His Son. Atonement had been made and now righteousness, reconciliation, and freedom were brought to sinners (Rom. 4:25).
It displays His kingly work. At the cross Jesus confronted sin, death and the powers of darkness. His resurrection proclaims His victory over all of them (Eph. 1:20–21; 2 Tim 1:10; Heb. 9:28). The risen Jesus is Lord and King of all. 
It embodies the promise of His future reign. Paul links the triumph on the cross with the final triumph and coming reign of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:20–25). 
The ascension
It proclaims Christ’s triumph. He is now on the right hand of the Father, and all angels and powers are submitted to Him (1 Pet. 3:22; Heb. 2:9; Phil. 2:9).
It establishes the conditions under which the Church is called to serve. We live, work, pray, believe, witness, serve, worship, obey, and die under a Lord who is now exalted as head over heaven and earth! This is our comfort, joy and encouragement as we serve Christ (Heb. 4:14–16; Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1).
It is the guarantee for the future final rule of Christ. Jesus ascended to heaven and took the authority over the universe. This triumph will one day be completed (Acts 17:31; 1 Cor. 15:26).
The return
We will study this more in detail in the part of the book called Doctrine of the Last Days. But with His return, we will see the complete and supreme manifestation of Him as King and Lord (Phil. 2:9–11; Rev. 19:11–21; 21:22–27). 
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Explain
	What were the three offices in the OT into which a person was anointed by oil?

	What is a prophet?

	Explain in what ways Jesus was seen as a prophet by the people. Give Bible references. 

	What is the prophetic work of Jesus?

	In what way is a priest a mediator between God and human beings?

	How was Jesus qualified to represent humanity before God?

	What was the sacrifice Jesus brought before God as priest?

	Explain humanity’s state of guilt. 

	Give examples from OT where we can see God’s plan for salvation develop. 

	What is justification? Retell with your own words.

	“Christ is the lamb of God”. What is the meaning of this statement?

	Explain redemption. Use Scripture. 

	The resurrection, the ascension and the return of Jesus Christ emphasise His kingship. In what ways?

Understand
	Which image do you find most easy to understand and relate to – Jesus the prophet, Jesus the priest or Jesus the King? Why?

	Study the teaching on justification, your notes and the Bible references. Why can God not just overlook our sin?

Apply
Prepare a teaching for children age 5–10 to make them understand that Jesus is our prophet, priest, and king. Include props, drama, Bible verses tot remember, or other creative things so they learn easier. Show your plan for the teacher and after his/her approval, find an opportunity to give the teaching in Sunday School. 
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Lesson 16: The Sacrifice of Jesus Compared with Other Religions
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible references
	Rom. 5:8

	James 1:17

	Heb. 7:27.

	What do they tell you about the sacrifice of Jesus, compared to other religions? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

Many religions are sacrificial. The common experience of guilt and sin leads people to bring sacrifices to gods, spirits, ancestors or other spiritual forces. This is seen in Hinduism, Islam and many folk religions. 
However, there are major and crucial differences between this kind of sacrifices and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. We will look at some of these differences. 
God Himself takes the initiative
Throughout the Bible, God desires and seeks contact and relationship with humanity. Right after the fall, God looked for the man and the woman, calling for them, “Where are you?” (Gen. 3:8–9) In the OT, God again and again reveals Himself to people, such as Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David, and the prophets. 
God has chosen His children already from the foundation of the earth (Eph. 1:4), and has brought atonement for our sins even when we were still sinners (Rom. 5:8). He takes the initiative. It is not human beings who take the first step and reach for God. He has already made the way and prepared everything for humankind to come to Him. Jesus said, “You have not chosen me but I have chosen you” (John 15:16). 
God does not change His attitude or approach to humanity
God’s mood will not change capriciously like the idols or spirits of the different religions do (James 1:17). God’s character remains the same. He is always loving, always holy. His love and holiness make Him angry with sin. The wrath of God is a logical reaction to the violation of His holiness. It is not a whimsical wrath as the wrath of the idols of other religions.
Why is God wrathful? Compare with worldly parenthood. An ordinary parent would react with anger if their child is hurt or abused. This because of their love for their child. God has perfect selfless love for the people He has created. He sees how sin hurts and abuses humankind and He reacts with wrath. 
Throughout Scripture, God has been loving and forgiving. God was not a wrathful god in the OT and a merciful god in the NT. God is the same (Ex. 34:6; James 1:17). In the Psalms, God is forgiving and merciful (Ps. 103:8–18). Humankind was in the need of God’s grace and forgiveness, in the OT times, in the NT times, and has the same need today. 
God Himself becomes the sacrifice
In the old covenant, as in other sacrificial religions, another creature is used for the sacrifice, usually against its will. In Rom. 5:7, Paul writes that perhaps people can give their life for a good person. But God cannot take an animal or a human to reconcile humanity with Himself. There is no one who is without sin (Rom. 3:23). Therefore, God Himself became human through the incarnation (2 Cor. 5:19). He Himself became the sacrifice. It is by the death of Christ for our sins that God brought about our reconciliation to Himself. Christ, the eternal Son of God in human flesh, died on our behalf once and for all (Hebr. 7:27).
There is nothing a human being can add to the sacrifice. When a person in other sacrificial religions has done sacrifices and by doing so tried to please the idol, he or she expects the idol to do their part. This is not Christian faith. God has already done everything! Human beings can receive only by faith, not by adding any deeds (Rom. 3:27). 
Humankind can and should do good deeds but these deeds will not bring salvation. Good deeds are not merits that have priority before God. They don’t decide our future eternal life. That is false pagan thinking. Salvation and eternal life depend on God’s grace alone. 
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Explain
Explain each of the three differences between Jesus’ sacrifice and the sacrifices of other religions. 
Understand
	When the Jews heard the teaching about Jesus being the sacrifice for sin, how would they understand this teaching considering their OT background?

	When a Hindu today hears the teaching about Jesus being the sacrifice for sin, how would she or he understand this teaching considering their Hindu background? 

	What are the differences between Jesus’ sacrifice and a Hindu sacrifice, that you must explain to a Hindu?
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Lesson 17: The Atonement – Approaches and Perspectives
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Rom. 5:8–9

	2 Cor. 5:17–19

	Col. 2:13–15

	What do they tell you about the atonement?

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

Through the history of the Church there have been many different views on what the atonement means. How to understand it? There have been mainly three views emphasising different points in the atonement. 
The objective approach – God is the object 
According to this approach and teaching, God is the object of the atonement (Rom. 5:8–9; Heb. 9:14). Humanity has sinned and sin stands between God and humanity. God’s wrath directed at sin has to be appeased. This happened when Jesus died for humanity, sacrificing Himself to God in substitution for humanity. God is thus atoned – he is the object of the atonement. God is the giver of the sacrifice but even more importantly, He is the receiver of the sacrifice of atonement.
This view is also called the satisfaction theory: Jesus suffered death as a substitute for human sin and thus satisfied God and appeased His wrath.
Important metaphors in support of this view is the slave market or the courtroom. Jesus pays the price for the slave to sin (human being) through His blood and sets the slave free (Gal. 3:13–14; Eph. 1:7). God absolves the guilty sinner in the courtroom as Jesus has stepped in and taken the punishment on himself (Rom. 9:31–33). There is no room for doubt. If the price for the slave is paid or the court case settled, then the person is free. The feelings of the person can vary but the fact is unquestionable. Atonement has been achieved.
This approach is Good News for the doubting, weak and uncertain believer. One’s own feelings do not control or decide one’s salvation. What Jesus did on the cross is decisive. When the Word of God says that the sinner has been set free and pardoned, then it is true. 
This approach has some problems as salvation easily becomes mechanical. God has already done everything and human beings don’t need to do anything. Sanctification loses its importance. However, Martin Luther who was a teacher of the objective approach insisted that it is faith alone that justifies but it is always followed by the works of love.
This approach has historically been held by Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches. 
The subjective approach – God is the subject
This approach emphasises that it is not primarily God who needs atonement but humankind. God is not the receiver of the atonement, but He is one giving it (2 Cor. 5:17–19). Humanity is the object of the atonement and God is the subject. He is the active part in planning, initiating and giving the atonement.
Atonement is something humans can experience in life. It is a real experience in the inner life of a person. God’s outpouring love awakes the love and emotions in human beings. When a person receives, experiences and is changed by the love of God, atonement is present (1 John 4:7–10).
This approach and teaching creates a desire and an eagerness to get to know God and to live a holy life. As it is the human being who can receive and experience atonement from God, this teaching makes people draw near to God. The risk with this approach is that it can emphasise the experience too much. It’s easy for a person to get stuck in their own changing emotions, such as condemnation or pride. 
Many theologians have rejected this approach as it has a too strong focus on a person’s individual experience of the atonement. The objective fact and truth of the atonement can be lost. 
The classical approach
This approach can be found already among the early Church fathers. The victory was won through the ransom of Christ (Mark 10:45). This ransom was according to the Church fathers, paid to the devil since he held humanity captive. In this way, the death of Christ was a kind of a deal between God and the devil, that is to say that God would turn over His Son to Satan in exchange for the release of all the souls held captive by him. The devil thought he made a good deal. However, he could not hold Christ and when Christ rose in victory, Satan lost both the ransom and the people he had held captive. This so called classical atonement approach puts emphasis on Christ as the victor. The essence of the victory is valid for eternity but believers are called to put on the armour of God and fight the good fight for the Gospel (Eph. 6:10–13; 1 Tim. 6:12). 
This approach has some problems. Jesus gave His life as a ransom, yes. But this expression is a way to describe the great cost He had to pay for the souls of humankind rather than stating that God had to pay a price to the devil. God did not owe the devil anything. Another serious problem with this view is that it Christ’s death focuses more on Satan than on reconciliation.
In spite of these problems, the classical approach highlights the important truth of Christ’s triumph over sin and the devil. There is a fight between good and evil in the world. Christ came as the champion of humankind to deliver us from bondage under evil by His victory in favour of the good. In Jesus Christ God steps into the fight against the devil and is victorious on behalf of humankind (Heb. 2:14–15; Col. 2:13–15). Christ came to destroy the works of the devil (1 John 3:8). Humanity is no longer held in Satan’s grip. Christ is victor! This is a fact whether someone believes it or not. In this view God is the initiator and plays an active part. This is in line with His character and action through history, found for example the divine covenants. 
Conclusion
The various approaches to the atonement all have problems, but they also contain great truths. The atonement is a spiritual reality, and the Bible describes this reality in many different ways to help humankind understand it. 
In all of this, there is a tension between God’s righteousness and His love. The objective approach does not allow God’s righteousness and justice to be reduced. The subjective approach focuses stronger on God’s love and compassion. Both are right! The problem arises when one is emphasised over the other. God is a God of holiness and love, righteousness and grace, justice and mercy. 
Since the act of atonement is initiated by God’s love (John 3:16,), the primary significance of the atonement cannot be the satisfaction of God’s justice but the action of His love and mercy. Through an action of His love, God took the full weight of His own justice and judgment upon Himself with Christ’s death on the cross. By doing so, both God’s love and His righteousness worked together in total operation. This is the way of the divine forgiveness. This is the atonement. This is the reconciliation of the world with God. 
It is important to know how to explain the atonement. But more important is the knowledge that we have received Jesus Christ who atoned us with God!
Revisit lesson 17
Explain
	Explain the objective approach to the atonement.

	Two metaphors are used in the Bible to help us understand the objective approach to the atonement. What are they and how do they explain the atonement?

	What are the problems with the objective approach to the atonement?

	Explain the subjective approach to the atonement.

	What are the risks with this approach?

	Explain the classical approach to the atonement.

	How are we to understand that Jesus paid a ransom?

Understand
	How can human pride come in the way of understanding the atonement?

	What NT verses describe Christ as victor over Satan?

	What does John 3:16 teach us about the atonement?

	What would you say is indispensable when we teach about the atonement? What is the most important thing to understand of all that God has done for us?

	The classical approach to the atonement has been said to be “the truth but not the whole truth”. Why? What is missing?
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Conclude and Reflect: The Doctrine of Salvation
Reflection
Without looking at your notes or in your book, write down/share three things you have learnt about salvation and describe them a little.
Mention something in particular that have surprised you or blessed you during this study of salvation. 
Application 
Write a poem or a song that includes parts of what you have learnt about salvation. Share it with your class. 
Time for contemplation
Share with each other, without any notes, what has been a revelation for you during this study of the Doctrine of Salvation. 
Focus on Jesus, our Saviour and King, our Redeemer and friend. Thank Him for what He has done for you. Think of each part of the suffering He had to go through and remember, it was your punishment He took. Worship Him together!
Thank God for these new insights and ask Him for opportunities to share this beautiful Gospel with others. 
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The Last Days
Lesson 18: Introduction
Jesus is coming back! And He is coming soon! This is the clear and amazing promise of the Bible. Just like Jesus once physically came to earth, time and space, from His eternal existence, He will return visibly and physically. Throughout history and in different situations this teaching has given comfort, strength and inspiration to the Church of God. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Matt. 24:3–14

	1 Thess. 4:13–18

	Rev. 21:3–4. 

	What do they tell you about the Last Days? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

Not only our souls will be restored by God for eternity but He will also restore His whole creation. Christian faith is full of hope, and the hope is that God one day will lead creation to its goal. The first two chapters of the Bible tell the story of the creation of the world. The last two chapters of the Bible tell about the new heaven and new earth that are to come. In the Garden of Eden humanity lived in perfect relationship with God, and in the new heaven and new earth God will again live among humanity. In Rev. 21:3–4 it says, Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death nor mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away. This is the glorious hope and the goal of creation – God will again be all in all (Col. 3:11). This is the future we as believers await with joy and anticipation. 
There is a longing in creation and humanity for restoration. Peter writes in 2 Pet. 3:13 that …in keeping with His promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells. Paul says in Rom. 8:22–25 that the creation and we who have the Spirit long and yearn for liberation. 
The theological subject of the end time is called “eschatology”. The term comes from the Greek word eschatos that means “last”. The last things, or in other words the future that is to come, is actually something that has already been inaugurated by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is also something that will reach its final consummation in the future. This is the central theme in the teaching of Jesus about the Kingdom of God. When Jesus began His ministry, He said that the Kingdom of God was near (Mark 1:15), and that it had come (Matt. 12:28). But at the same time, we can see that the Kingdom of God is something that is in the future (Luk. 13:29). When Jesus instituted the Lord’s supper He said that He would not celebrate this meal again “… until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father’s kingdom” (Matt. 26:29). The Christians live in the tension of the “already now” and the “not yet.” The new age has begun with the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Peter writes, Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade – kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time (1 Pet. 1:3–5). However, it is still to reach its final consummation at the end of times with the second coming of Jesus Christ.
The Kingdom of God
We pray as Jesus taught us, “Let your Kingdom come”. One day is coming according to the Word of God when God’s Kingdom will be completely and fully established with power in heaven and on earth, and God will be all in all. 
We can view the Kingdom of God in terms of preparation, establishment and completion. 
Preparation
The OT shares with us the story of the people of Israel. They were a chosen people with whom God had established a covenant in order to prepare them to receive the Messiah, the coming King. 
During this time, we see a great hope growing for a deliverer and for justice, for the Messiah and His Kingdom. 
Establishment
Jesus established the Kingdom when He came. He came to reign on the throne forever (Luk. 1:31–33). He said that the Kingdom was at hand (Mark 1:15). The promise of old is now being established through Him. This is seen in His teaching and His ministry. 
This Kingdom was different from the expectations of Israel who awaited a political king. It is a kingdom that is not of this world (John 18:36). Whoever wants to enter this Kingdom must be born again (John 3:3–5) and made new from within. 
Jesus’ death and resurrection broke the power of the kingdom of darkness and Satan (Col. 1:13–14). Now Jesus reigns, and we have victory in Him.
The Kingdom of God through Jesus not limited to one particular people or nation. That was the case during the time of preparation in the OT. This Kingdom is for all who receive Him and are made new. All who belong to Him are children of the Kingdom (Matt. 13:38).
Completion
The day is yet to come when God’s Kingdom will be consummated. When Jesus came the first time, He established the Kingdom and it is present now but not yet fully established. God is giving time for people to receive Him so that as many as possible will be in eternity with Him. 
At the end of history, a voice will cry, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 11:15). That will the end to Satan’s kingdom and all things will be subjected to God (1 Cor. 15:28).
More Scripture references
Ex. 15:18
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Matt. 6:10; 11:2–5; 12:28; 13:16–17, 24–30; 16:28; 19:28–29
Mark 1:15; 10:23–30
Luk. 17:20–21
John 3:5
Acts 1:3; 14:22; 20:25; 28:23
Rom. 14:17
1 Cor. 4:20; 6:9; 15:24, 50
Col. 1:13
1 Tim.6:15
Rev. 1:5–6; 11:15
Revisit lesson18
Explain
	What Bible verse says that God one day will live in perfect relationship with His people?

	How can the Garden of Eden be compared to the new heaven and the new earth?

	What is the meaning of eschatology?

	What is the understanding of “already now” and “not yet,” with reference to the Kingdom of God?

	Explain the preparation of the kingdom in the OT.

	Give Bible references that show how Jesus established the kingdom during His life on earth.

	What will happen when God’s kingdom is consummated?

Understand
	What do you believe are some of the important promises in the Bible about the future?

	How will Christ establish His kingdom – the Kingdom of God?

	How do we know that the Kingdom of God has not only already arrived but that it will also arrive in the future?

	In what ways is the Kingdom of God different from the nations, countries or kingdoms we see in the world today?

	Who are the citizens of the Kingdom of God for?
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Lesson 19: The Return of Christ
The great event at the close of the age is the return of Jesus Christ. All things move towards the coming day of Jesus Christ the Lord. It has been calculated that 318 verses in the New Testament refer to His return. Without the return of Christ, history would be incomplete. With His return, all things will reach their final destination. 
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Jer. 33:15

	Mark 13

	1 Pet. 3:8–13.

	What do they tell you about the return of Jesus Christ? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

The Christian attitude
The Christian attitude is essentially one of hope: the hope of Christ’s return. Paul writes that we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ (Tit. 2:13). Peter says the same in 1 Pet. 1:13, set your hope on the grace that will be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. Hope is not just wishful thinking or vague thoughts. It is the true focus on the sure return of Christ. We will now look at a few aspects of our waiting for Christ’s return.
1. Eagerly waiting
Our waiting for the Lord’s return is not passive. Rather, it’s an eager and active waiting (1 Cor. 1:7; Phil. 3:20; Hebr. 9:28)! The context of the verse from 1 Corinthians is Paul teaching about the gifts of the Holy Spirit: Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. The more we  experience the Holy Spirit and His gifts in our lives and fellowship, the more we long for Christ to return, because then the full revelation will be ours. The experiences of the Spirit here on earth is just a foretaste.
2. Loving Christ’s appearing
We must not only eagerly wait for, but we must also love the return of Jesus. Paul’s words to Timothy at the end of his life and ministry are an example to us: He longed for the appearing of the Lord (2 Tim. 4:8). This longing can be compared with the longing for the return of a loved family member. Not only do we love that person, but we also love the day when that person will come and we look forward to it. 
3. Being patient
The NT encourages us to be patient (James 5:7). It’s not always easy to await the return of the Lord. It may seem like an endless delay. Indeed, now it’s 2000 years since Jesus left the earth and promised to return. We need to remind ourselves that one day for the Lord is like a thousand years (2 Pet. 3:8) and this delay gives a chance to more people to receive Jesus as their Saviour. We therefore need patience. 
4. Purifying ourselves
In the NT, we can see the importance of us being ready and purified when the Lord returns (1 John 2:28; 3:3; Hebr. 12:14). The Lord is holy and pure. Can we meet Him at His return with unholiness and impurity in our lives? Of course, none of us will be perfect at His return. But while we wait from Him we can live lives committed to Him and strive to become more and more like Him. Then we will not be put to shame when the Lord appears.
5. Being watchful
With the call to purity comes the even stronger call to be watchful and alert. Jesus stresses this a number of times (for example Mark 13:31–33, 35–37; Matt 24:42–44). In Matt 25, He reinforces the importance of watchfulness in His parable of the ten virgins. Only five of them were ready with oil in their lamps when the bridegroom arrived. After sharing the parable Jesus says, “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour,” (Matt. 25:13). Jesus declares in the Book of Revelation that He will come like a thief and each one of us needs to have our clothes in order and be alert (Rev. 16:15). 
Paul uses the same expression as he writes to the Thessalonian church (1 Thess. 5:1–6). We are children of light, so we will not be taken by surprise as we keep watch and know what is going to happen. 
Being watchful means to be alert at all times. It is like a guard who is alert to his or her surroundings. What may come as a surprise to others will not be a surprise to the guard who has seen the signs.
6. Practising faithfulness
Believers are called to be good stewards of what the Master has given us to do, so whenever He comes He will find us faithfully doing our tasks. Jesus gave us the parable of the talents in Matt 25, immediately following the parable of the ten virgins. We need to keep watch because the master who left and entrusted his valuables to his servants will one day come back and hold them accountable on how they handed this responsibility. 
In Luk. 19 we find the similar parable of the pounds given to servants. To those who multiplied what had been entrusted to them the master says: “‘Well done, my good servant… Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities’”. It doesn’t matter how small or great our God-given task seems to be. The returning King requires faithfulness from us. 
7. Proclaiming the Gospel
In 2 Tim. 4:1–2, Paul encourages Timothy to preach the word. We shall not only eagerly await and purify ourselves and be expectant and faithful servants – we are also called to proclaim the Gospel. 
We may recall Acts 1:6–11. The disciples asked Jesus about the restoration of the Kingdom of Israel. He replied that it was not for them to know times that God has fixed. But the Holy Spirit would give them power to bear witness, even to the ends of the earth. Then, as the disciples were watching, Jesus was taken up into heaven. Afterwards two angels came and told the disciples that Jesus would return. In this passage, we see the close connection between the return of Jesus and our sharing of the Gospel. 
Christ is coming back and he wants to bring as many as possible to Him for eternity. Therefore, we are to proclaim the Gospel in and out of season. 
The language of the return
Several terms in the NT relate to the return of Christ and these different terms tell us more about the event of His coming. The translation of the Greek words are in brackets. 
Parousia (personal arrival and presence): Jesus will come and be present among us. This word is often translated as “coming” but He will not only come, He will be present among us, and He will remain with us (for example Matt. 24:3, 27, 37; 1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 3:13).
Phanerosis (manifestation): Christ will come in His glory and we will be manifested together with Him (for example Col. 3:4; 1 Pet. 5:4; 1 John 3:2). This is the future for the believers. 
Epiphaneia (bright appearance): Christ will return in splendour and make a radiant appearance, (for example 2 Thess. 2:8; Tit. 2:12–13; 1 Tim 6:14–15; 2 Tim. 4:1–2, 8). This radiance will be like fire and destroy evil. Believers do not need to fear this glorious appearance but for those who are sinners, this is a fearful day. The coming of the Lord will mark the ultimate destruction of all evil and the fulfilment of the long-awaited return of Christ in His kingdom. 
Apokalypsis (revelation, uncovering, disclosure): This day will bring forth what has not before been known or perceived (for example Luk. 17:26–30; 1 Cor. 1:7–8; 2 Thess. 1:6–10; 1 Pet. 1:7, 13, 4:13). This revelation will be sudden and unexpected for those not alert, as for the people in the days of Noah and Lot. The disclosure will be a terrifying retribution on the wicked. For the saints, it will be a day where we glorify the Lord, receive abundant grace and rejoice greatly. 
Hemera (the day): The scripture refers to this moment of history as “the day of the Lord Jesus Christ” (for example 1 Cor. 1:8, 5:5; 2 Cor. 1:14; Phil. 1:6) or just as “the day” (for example Matt 24:36; Mark 13:32; 1 Thess. 5:4; 2 Tim. 1:12). As we have seen earlier, the day of the Lord will be the day of future blessings for the believers’ and a fearful day for all the wicked. In 2 Pet. 3:11–13, we see that this day, the day of the Lord or the day of God, will be that great day when the old will completely pass away and the new will come in glory. 
Erchomai (coming): This is the word most often used for the return of Jesus. We find it for example in the final words of the Bible, in Rev. 22:20. Other examples in scripture are Matt. 16:27; 24:30; Luk. 12:37–40; Rev 1:7. His coming will be the occasion of judging the nations. Those who sincerely belong to Christ continue to long for His coming. Each celebration of the Lord’s supper is a reminder, of His death but also of His return (1 Cor. 11:26). 
As we look at these words, we understand that our Lord Jesus will return to be present among us. He will arrive in true glory and bright splendour. This will be the fulfilment of the hope of the believers and a day of joy but also a fearful day when sin and evil will be destroyed. Christ’s future coming will be a single event – it is a unique and final return. It is the final day of history as we know it. 
Revisit lesson 19
Explain
	Explain the different aspects of our Christian attitude while we wait for the return of Christ. 

	There are several terms used in the NT that relate to the return of Christ. What are the ones mentioned in this lesson? Choose two words each in your group, read the scriptures given and explain the meaning of each word.

Understand
	What new things have you learnt about the second coming of Jesus Christ from the various words and expressions presented in this lesson?

	“The Christian attitude is essentially that of hope: the hope of Christ’s return” – why is His return something to hope for? Share in the group. 

Apply
Make a short play in your group to illustrate the seven aspects of our Christian attitude while we wait for Jesus to return. 
or
Draw seven pictures that show these seven aspects of our Christian attitude while we wait for Jesus to return.
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Lesson 20: Signs at the End of the Age
Prior to the return of Christ, a number of things will take place. The Bible teaches that certain events will indicate that the end is drawing near. The disciples themselves wanted to know more about this and asked Jesus in Matt. 24:3, “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Matt. 24:3–44

	Acts 2:16–21

	2 Thess. 2:1–8

	What do they tell you about signs at the end of time? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group. 

	Also reflect on the following question: What signs have you heard or read will be the signs in the last days before the Day of the Lord? Please share.

The Bible passages concerning the end times have to be read and interpreted carefully, they often contain symbolic language and visions. Much of what it described could refer to events in history, things that have already happened, for example the destruction of Jerusalem A.D. 70. Even so, these texts can give us information and help us understand the days that are yet to come. 
Jesus often told His disciples to be alert (Matt. 24:44). So did Paul (1 Thess. 5:4–6). The Word of God has revealed certain things and by knowing them and staying alert, believers can understand the time. 
Here follows a number of signs found in the Bible. Some of them are positive, some might sound terrifying. However, all signs point toward the return of Christ, which is the day all creation yearns and hope for. 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit is a basic sign of the last days. On the day of Pentecost, Peter quoted the prophet Joel, “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams.” (Acts 2:17). Peter was referring to what had just happened in the upper room when the believers where filled with the Spirit. Then he continued to share the prophetic words about other signs of the day of the Lord. Peter made a direct connection between the outpouring of the Spirit and end times. 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the day of Pentecost was the beginning of the fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel. When we continue to read the book of Acts we can see how more groups of people were touched by the Spirit (Acts 8:14–17; 10:44–47; 19:1–7). Joel had said that “all flesh” would experience the Spirit. The day of Pentecost was the starting point. Later in history great outpourings would occur where the Spirit would touch on many different people and groups around the world, as it happened in the beginning of the 20th century. This is an unmistakable sign that Jesus is soon returning. 
Through the activity of the Holy Spirit Christ is manifested among us in this world. His presence becomes more and more powerful. We as His children and body know Him better through the Spirit, and will recognise Him and welcome Him when He returns as we have come to know Him through His Spirit. 
There are several reasons why the outpouring of the Spirit is a sign of the last days and of the Lord’s return. 
	The power of the Holy Spirit is much needed for the believers to hold out against the increasing evil and the attacks from Satan in the end times, so that we will not abandon the faith, as Paul writes in 1 Tim. 4:1. In the Holy Spirit we receive power, guidance and discernment to be able to stand our ground. 

	Another similar reason is to provide courage and wisdom for the believers to endure whatever trials may come. The Holy Spirit not only helps us to resist but also to endure the hardships. Jesus emphasised that all who follow Him will endure persecution but the Holy Spirit will be their help (Mark. 13:11). Persecution will intensify as the end draws near and therefore we need the Holy Spirit. 

	The Holy Spirit also empowers us to proclaim the Gospel. Jesus said that the end would come after the Gospel had been preached to all nations (Matt. 24:14). In Acts 1:8, we read that the first apostles received power to be witnesses to the ends of the earth. This power came from the Holy Spirit. In the end times when so many false teachings and temptations try to catch hold of people, the Holy Spirit will give us the strength to complete the task of witnessing of the true Gospel.

The Gospel to all the world
The time between the ascension (Christ taken to heaven) and the parousia (Christ’s return) is specifically the time for the spreading of the Gospel, Matt. 28:18–20. The Church has one basic mission: to bring nations to Christ through discipling, baptising and teaching, knowing that Christ is with us until the end of this age. 
1. Universal proclamation
The sign of the end will be the universal proclamation of the Gospel. As Jesus declared, “…and this Gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” (Matt. 24:14). It does not say that all nations will turn to Christ but that they all will hear and have the chance to turn to Him. The sign is not universal salvation but universal witness with the opportunity and offer for people to change. When this has happened, the end will come.
When Jesus said: all nations, He actually refers to all people groups. The Greek word ethnos means a cohesive group that are connected socially, culturally and ethnically. Today all countries on earth have heard the testimony of the Gospel. However, there are many unreached people groups that are yet to hear. The Church still has to preach and witness as God desires for all to be saved and come to know the truth (1 Tim. 2:4). As long as time remains we must share the Gospel. 
2. Growth of the Kingdom
The Bible emphasises the growth of the Kingdom to the very end. Both the parable of the mustard seed (Matt. 13:31–3 and the parable of the yeast (Matt. 13:33) teaches us the growth of the Kingdom from small and hidden beginnings to something large and significant. The mustard seed is so small but becomes a mighty tree. The yeast is hidden in the flour but slowly and steadily saturates the whole dough. The Kingdom will expand and become great but it will also fill and saturate everything. 
The Kingdom will grow, even if we don’t always notice it, as it grows inwardly and sometimes secretly. The more people that turn to the Lord, the more citizens will there be in the Kingdom, people who follow its values and life. 
3. The fullness of the Gentiles and of Israel
At the end of the age both the fullness of the Gentiles and the fullness of Israel will be saved, according to the word of God. The Gospel will be preached to all nations but the Bible also specify the salvation of Israel. People will enter Gods kingdom through faith in Christ, Jews or Gentiles alike, and the kingdom will grow. Along with the fullness of the Gentiles coming to faith there will also be a full-scale turning of Israel to Christ and finding salvation through Him. 
Paul, like Jesus and the disciples, first preached to the Jews – and experienced their hardening to the Gospel. He then went to the Gentiles …because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious” (Rom. 11:11).
Therefore, throughout the ages the Gospel has been preached primarily to the Gentiles. When they all have had the opportunity to hear and respond, the end will come. But, and this is significant, the end will not occur without Israel’s coming to salvation (Rom. 11:12–13, 25–26). The fullness of the Gentiles and the growth of the kingdom through the Gentiles is not the last word. The hardness and blindness of Israel shall go and they shall be saved. The first shall be the last! The fullness of Gentiles will climax with the fullness of Israel!
God is not done with Israel. For a time because of unbelief Israel have been cut off, like branches, and the Gentiles was grafted in. God is able to graft them in again (Rom. 11:23). When this happens the end is truly at hand. 
The fullness of Israel will come just like the fullness of the Gentiles – through faith in Jesus Christ. In Rom. 11:26–27 Paul writes that the deliverer will come from Zion. This is undoubtedly Christ who will remove sin and godlessness. 
Does the saving of “all Israel” mean every individual Jew? Paul does not say that. But most probably he refers to a wide range of different sections among the Jews and the leadership. In the OT “all Israel” could mean representatives of the people (for example1 Kings 12:1). 
Even Jesus Himself refers to this future for Israel in the time just before His death when speaking to Jerusalem: “For I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” (Matt. 23:39). When Jesus returns it will be to an Israel who blesses His name together with Gentiles from all over the world. 
As believers in Jesus, we are to bless Israel and not join the world who opposes and rejects Israel. If God has chosen them, just as He has chosen us, who are we to turn our back to them? God’s promise to Abraham in Gen. 12:3 was that those who blesses Israel will be blessed. 
Israel will be grafted back as natural branches into the olive tree, their own tree (Rom. 11:24). The Jewish people will at last turn to their own natural brother Jesus, accept Him as Messiah, believe in and follow Him. 
Conclusion
The people groups around the world will have a chance to hear and choose to follow Jesus, the Kingdom of God will expand and the fullness of Jews and Gentiles will say their yes to Christ. These are all clear signs that believers in Christ should watch out for. When the full number according to God is reached, then the end will come!
The increase of evil
The return of Christ will also be preceded by an increase of evil throughout the world. Along with the spread of the Gospel there will be a growth of evil. Jesus mentioned the growth of both good and evil in His parable of the weed (Matt. 13:24–30). He said, “Let both grow together until the harvest.” Both good and evil will increase to the very end. Paul says there will be terrible times (2 Tim. 3:1–5). This evil can be seen in many periods in history but the Bible speaks of an increase. 
It will not be total evil as God’s people will stand for righteousness and goodness and in that way extend the Kingdom of God. 
Note Jesus’ words in Matt. 24:8, where He speaks about the beginning of the birth pains. What we will watch for is the increase of the birth pains. Then Jesus will come. 
People leaving the faith
When the disciples asked Jesus about the end times and the signs, He also said that the love of most would grow cold (Matt. 24:12). But the one who endures until the end will be saved (Matt 24:13). There will be a decline of Christian love – love for God and love for people. People backslide. Rev. 2:3–5 teaches us that believers can forsake their first love and fall from their previous position. But repentance is available. 
In Matt. 24:12 we read about the increase of wickedness. People will not care about God or their fellow beings so their love will decrease. And when love is gone from a Christian, very little is left to build faith on. 
Today we see how love increases among many Christians. The heartfelt care and commitment they show cause God’s kingdom to expand, and the Gospel is preached through their love. At the same time, we see many others who are caught up with the love of the world, love for money, love for pleasure, love for self. God and his love are no longer in the first place. 
Apostasy is also about abandoning the truths of the Christian faith (1 Tim. 4:1–2). Paul strongly teaches against false teachers and urges believers to learn and stand on sound doctrine. Study for example the first letter to Timothy. False teaching will slowly pull people away from the truth. Those who are deceived by them will often not be aware of what they are listening to and who they are following. Deception leads them away from the truth. 
In the last times 2 Thess. 2:1–3 says that there will be a rebellion and apostasy greater than ever. We should not be deceived. When will this apostasy, this rebellion happen? There is not specific answer to this question. But we must be alert to anything that opposes Jesus Christ and His salvation. To deny Him and the truth of His incarnation and His sacrificial death for the salvation of humanity and His divinity – here we find the essence of rebellion against God. To deny Jesus is to be against Him, to be anti-Christ.
The spirit of antichrist
The antichrist is one who deceives others by denying that Christ is God in the flesh. 2 John 7 says, I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. Anyone who denies that Jesus is God who became human in order to bring salvation to the world is an antichrist. John writes about this in his first letter also (1 John 2:18, 22). In 4:3 he speaks about the spirit of antichrist. 
From these scriptures, there is no suggestion that antichrist is a particular person but rather anyone who denies Christ as son of God and son of humanity. Thus, many antichrists have come and many more will come. 
The antichrist then is not one who commits sins such as murder, adultery and theft but commits the worst evil, which is deceiving people about Christ and shut the door for them to eternal life. 
Jesus speaks also about this in Matt. 24 where the focus is on the last days. He speaks about false messiahs (christs) and preachers who will show great signs and wonders and lead people astray (Matt. 24:22–27). They pretend to be Christ. Throughout history we find examples of leaders who have claimed to be the Christ, the Messiah, and who have attracted many followers. This kind of claims has even increased during the last century. 
In Hinduism the gods come again and again in new forms and avatars. Therefore, Hindus find it easy to accept Jesus as one such god. But Jesus is The Word that became flesh (John 1:14). Jesus is The Way, The Truth and The Life! He is not one of many. He is The Christ. 
The person of sin
Read 2 Thess. 2:3–12. We have learnt that there will be an increase of evil and apostasy and that the spirit of antichrist will be more present in the last days. Paul mentions a certain figure – the man of sin or lawlessness (2 Thess. 2:3). The appearance of this man of sin relates closely to the return of Jesus. In verse 8 it is clear that Christ will destroy him when He returns. This shows us that when the man of lawlessness occurs, we know that Christ is returning very soon. 
In Christian tradition, this man of sin has been called “the Antichrist”. More accurately is that he is a person of sin, lawlessness and total wickedness. 
In 2:3 we learn about this person. He is the offspring of all that is evil and his future is eternal damnation. He is not the devil but his instrument (2:9), activated and empowered by Satan. He will take his seat in the temple (2:4), which means that he will place himself above God and call for worship of himself. He will not make any room for the true God. 
Paul also says that there is a certain restraint holding this person of sin back (2:6–7). It is not clear what Paul meant by this restraint is. It could be the order of society that holds back evil. When society breaks down evil will have full sway. As God is the origin of all good things who also upholds the various political systems of the world, it might be that in the end times His influence is overtaken by evil so that the sinful person can be revealed. 
The activity of the person of wickedness has two aspects. It will display all kinds of power and signs and fake miracles, and it will deceive those who are perishing (2:9–10). The wicked one will have power over all those who do not belong to Christ, and they will be deceived by his miracles and wicked deeds. Those who know salvation in Christ will not be misled. 
The two beasts
In the book of Revelation chapter 13, John describes two beasts who are representatives of the dragon/the devil. They have hideous appearances and many will be attracted by them and follow them. 
These two beasts represent political evil power (the beast from the sea) and religious evil power (the beast of the earth). Neither of them are Satan but Satan works completely through them. 
John describes their blaspheming against God and their persecution of His people, and he urges the Church to stand firm and be wise. 
The abomination of desolation
This phrase occurs in the book of Daniel (8:13; 11:31; 12:11) and in Matt. 24:15 and Mark 13:14. It seems to refer to a moment in time when probably the person of wickedness through the spirit of the antichrist and the power of Satan will desecrate God’s temple. Theologians have different opinions about how to understand this. Does it refer to the event in the year 167 B.C. when the Romans desecrated the temple by killing a pig on the altar? Or will there be a new Jerusalem temple in the future that will be desecrated? Or does it refer to the persecution of the people of God who through Christ now are the temple of God? 
In any case, this moment will set in motion the severest persecution of believers. But only for a short time. 
For the children of God, it is important to be patient, keep on with the proclamation of the Gospel, be salt and light in the world and be prepared to endure evil. We know the outcome. We know that Jesus is soon to come and put an end to all evil. God will triumph!
The great tribulation
Christian life includes tribulation and struggle, persecution and difficulties (see for example John 16:33; John 15:20; Acts 14:22; Rom. 5:1–4; 8:35–39; Rev. 1:9). These difficulties for the believers will increase in the last days. 
However, as we read the Bible about a great tribulation in the last days we also find a different kind of tribulation. This tribulation comes from God Himself, sent upon those who do the work of evil. He will repay with affliction those who afflict His people (2 Thess. 1:5). In Rev. 2:19–25 we see God’s punishment on evil and those who are involved in Satan’s deep secrets. 
In Matt. 24 Jesus speaks about tribulation and persecution against God’s people (v.9), the abomination of the desolation (v.15) and in verse 21 about great tribulation. It is clear that this great tribulation is caused by divine vengeance. God’s people, “the elect” (v. 24) will most surely be present on earth during the great tribulation and live through it. We also know that God in His mercy will shorten the days for their sake (Mark 13:20). The people of God will endure these difficult times as God will keep them from the harm of the tribulation (Rev. 3:10). 
In Rev. 7:9–17 John shares his vision of the great multitude of people from all nations, tribes and tongues. They have come out of the great tribulation. God’s children will not escape the tribulation nor be snatched from it but go through it. Earlier in the chapter we see that God’s servants will receive a seal, which for sure is for protection (compare Rev. 9:3–4). 
God’s people will face persecution and difficult times but with the seal of God they will live protected from the tribulation that the people of the world has to face. 
Extraordinary phenomena
The last of the signs before the return of Jesus Christ is that of extraordinary phenomena in the heavens and on the earth (seen for example Matt. 24:29–30; Luk. 21:25–26; Rev. 6:12–16). Also, the OT writers describe the coming day of the Lord with cosmic phenomena not seen before (for example Zeph. 1:15–16; Is. 13:9–11; Joel 3:14–15).
Finally, after this turbulence in nature, the sign of the Son of Man will appear on the sky (Matt. 24:30). What then, is this sign? Maybe it will be like a lightning (Matt. 24:27) or it will be like someone described: “the dawn of the Messianic glory, growing brighter and brighter until Christ appears in the midst of it.” 
We await the final sign, but even more His glorious appearance!
Come, Lord Jesus!
Conclusion
The disciples asked: What will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age? (Matt. 24:3). We can simplify the different signs already mentioned by putting them in categories.
Signs in nature – Jesus spoke of earthquakes and famine, human catastrophes. He told that the sun will darken, the moon will turn into blood and the stars will fall from heaven. The book of Revelation shares similar things – poisoned waters, life in the oceans dying, the heat of the sun hurting humanity and so on. This reminds us of what is actually happening today with the pollution of our environment and humanity’s misuse of God’s created world. 
Signs in society – Paul writes to Timothy about how people will be in the last days. They will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God— having a form of godliness but denying its power (2 Tim. 3:2–5). Lawlessness will increase, which surely means the breaking of God’s eternal laws and limits for human relations and responsibility for the earth.
Signs in politics – The Book of Revelation shares much about political signs in the end times. A beast will reign on earth, probably same as Paul’s “person of wickedness.” Israel’s history is a unique and strong sign in the time. They have survived severe persecutions and maintained their uniqueness and held on to God’s covenant with them throughout history. For 2000 years the Jewish people have been living spread out in most nations of the world, in what is called the diaspora. Many Bible passages foretell the return of the Jews to their home, the land that God gave to Abraham (Is. 60; Jer. 31:7–12, 31–40; Ezek. 36:22–24). Since the establishment of the state of Israel, Jews have returned. Among the Jews, as we already have seen, there will be and has already started a turning to their Messiah Jesus Christ. 
Signs of religious nature – Jesus said that love will grow cold among the Christians. As we read in 2 Tim. 3:5, people will pretend to be godly but their lives will lack the power of true spiritual life. So, when we see superficial Christians today, people who don’t bother about living in Christ, this is a sign already foretold in the Bible. 
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Explain
	Retell, with your own words, the positive and hopeful signs of the end of the age.

	Retell, with your own words, the more terrifying signs the end of the age.

	What biblical passages teach us that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit is a sign of the last days?

	Explain the meaning of Matt. 24:14.

	Explain what will happen to the people of Israel in the end times. Use Bible references. 

	Share some signs of the end of the age that are seen and will be seen in nature.

	Share some signs of the end of the age that are seen and will be seen in society.

	Share some signs of the end of the age that are seen and will be seen in politics.

Understand
	What do the two parables about God’s kingdom in Matt. 13 teach us?

	Who will enter the Kingdom of God and how will the kingdom grow?

	What can you do to reach unreached people and people groups with the Gospel?

	Read 2 Tim. 3:1–5. Can you see any of these “terrible things” today’s society and world? Give examples.

	Can you discern the spirit of antichrist in the world today? How? Explain. 

	What people pretending to be saviours have you heard of?

	Why are people easily deceived by powerful deceivers?

	Describe the people in Rev. 7:9–17. Who are they?

	Will anyone be able to miss the appearing of the Son of Man?

	Look at the signs of the end of the age in nature, in society, in politics and in religious matters. Give examples of such signs that you have seen in the world recently?

Apply
Make a hopeful and comforting Bible study called “The signs preceding the return of Christ.” Your listeners are new believers. Write down your study and give to your teacher.
(Go to Table of contents)
Excursus: Signs in Israel Today
Today more Jews are turning to Jesus than ever before in history. And more will come. This itself is a sign that the return of Christ is near. 
Many things that happened to Israel in history and is happening to Israel today are signs of God’s covenant with them and that He will not take back His words and promises. In Is. 66:8 the prophet speaks of a nation being born in one day. For thousands of years the Jews did not have their own land, their own nation. God had promised the land of Canaan to Abraham and his descendants. The Jewish people have since then always been present in the land, in big or small numbers. Sometimes they have had complete control over the land. At other times the land has been controlled by invading people. From Jesus’ time, up to 1800 the Promised Land was more or less a desert and a mountain area. 
In the end of the 18th century a few important things happened that prepared the return for more Jews to the Promised Land. People took initiative to build and expand the city of Jerusalem after thousands of years of no growth. A man named Eliezer Ben Yehuda started to recreate and reinvent the Hebrew language. For almost 2000 years it had not been used and he used the old texts and words to create new words and awaken the language. At the end of the 19th century, Theodor Herzl presented his visions for the new Jewish homeland and fifty years later it became a reality. In 1948, Israel became a modern nation and it happened fast, as in a day, just like Is. 66:8 says. 
Since that time Israel has had to face many attacks and wars from their enemies. On all sides Israel is surrounded by Arab states with the outspoken goal to eradicate the Jewish state. Still, at every attempt and every war the enemies of Israel has failed, just as the Bible says in Zech. 12:1–3. The prophet speaks about nations standing against Israel. Today most countries of the world are opposing Israel. This can be seen on any news channel or read in newspapers. 
For years there has been trials and conferences on how to create peace and stability in the Middle East. However, in Jer. 12:14–17 we see that God has His own roadmap to peace. With righteousness and grace He will restore His peace in the area. 
As mentioned above the land of Israel was for many years’ dry desert and empty mountains. In Is. 35:1–2 the prophet talks about a land rejoicing and the empty land would bloom. Today when travelling through the Israeli desert we can see greenhouses full of lilies and other flowers. There are plantations of date palm trees. Israel is known all over the world for their fruit and vegetables and their knowledge about how to water the land with a minimum amount of water. This knowledge they export to other nations, such as India, that lack water. 
One prophecy about Israel is also seen in Ezek. 37:1–14. The prophet is taken to a valley full of dead bones. God tells him to speak life into the bones. When he did, the bones were joined together and covered with flesh and skin. Then he prophesied life into them and they started to breathe. Then God said (v. 14): “I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.” Those who have seen pictures of the few surviving Jews from the Holocaust and the horrendous persecution of Jews during the Second World War have truly seen just a pile of bones, with very little life. Out from these survivors have grown a nation and a vast army (v. 10). And now God is also putting His spirit in them and they are turning to Christ. What a miracle and sign. 
As believers in God’s word we should keep an eye on what is happening with Israel as it’s a focal point at the end of the age (Zech. 14:1–4). More than keeping an eye, we shall pray for peace in the area of the Middle East and bless Israel. God will keep His covenant with His chosen people, both Israel and the Church.
Questions
	What are the connections between Israel and the last days?

	In what ways is Israel a sign of the last days before the return of Jesus?
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Lesson 21: The Manner and Purpose of Christ’s Return
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Acts 1:11

	1 Thess. 5:2–6

	1 Cor. 15:22–24.

	What do they tell you about the manner and purpose of Christ’s return?

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

The manner of Christ’s return
The Bible doesn’t share when Christ will return but we can get an understanding on how He will come back.
The clouds of heaven
Christ will return on the clouds of heaven (Matt. 24:30; Mark 13:26; Luk. 21:27; Rev. 1:7). His return has no counterpart or comparison with what we know and what we have experienced. The only thing we have as comparison is the Lord’s ascension: the angels told the disciples that He would return in the same way He went (Acts 1:11). He was taken from their eyes and a cloud hid Him from their eyes. He will return in the same way, from heaven to earth, from invisibility to visibility. 
Clouds have a special significance in the Bible. They accompany a divine visitation (see for example Ex. 19:9–20; 34:5; 40:34; 1 Kings 8:10; Ezek. 1:4; Matt. 17:5). Both in the OT and the NT clouds frequently announce divine presence and activity. 
To come on the clouds means to return in glory. In the texts we read above, we see the glory of God accompany the cloud. When Peter refers to the experience on the mount of transfiguration, he mentions the majestic glory of God (2 Pet. 1:17). The cloud therefore is an emblem of the awesome glory of God. 
Christ will come in glory but also in power (Mark 13:26). His power will gather the chosen both the living and those that have died. His power will totally destroy evil. His power will bring all things to their consummation. According to Paul, there will be a loud command from heaven (1 Thess. 4:16). In Rev. 19:11–16, John describes the powers that Christ will command at His return. 
Accompaniments
There are certain creatures, people and things that will accompany Christ when He returns (Mark 8:38; 1 Thess. 3:13; 1 Thess. 4:16). 
He will come with angels and an archangel (Mark 8:38; 2 Thess. 1:7; 1 Thess. 4:16).
He will come followed by all His holy ones (1 Thess. 3:13, 4:14). So the return of Christ will be in the company not only of angels but also of the believers that have died. Paul says that we believers are hidden with Christ in God, and when He appears, we will also appear with him in glory (Col. 3:1–4), because we are already with Him. This will be a manifestation to the world that we belong to Him. This truth is also indicated in Rev. 19:14 in the description of the “armies of heaven” described bearing the same clothes as the bride of Christ, “fine linen, white and clean.” 
Christ will also be accompanied by a great trumpet call (Matt. 25:31; 1 Thess. 4:16). In the book of Revelation trumpet calls are mentioned. There will be a last trumpet, the seventh one, will sound and proclaim that the kingdom of God has come and the Messiah rules (Rev. 11:15). The sounding of a trumpet was heard also on the Mount Sinai at the awesome descent of God to give the Ten Commandments (Ex. 19:16–19). The sounding of a trumpet is an announcement that God is at hand, He has drawn near. 
Total visibility
When Jesus returns, all will see Him and the whole event (Rev. 1:7). It will be visible to the whole world. Unlike His first coming, the second coming of Christ will be public. 
How can this be done? This is for the future to reveal. Such an event has never happened before in history, that a glorified Christ comes in all His power, so how can we know? 
Sudden and unexpected
Christ will return suddenly and unexpectedly. Jesus makes it clear that no one knows the exact time of His coming (Matt. 24:36–44). In this passage, He says it will like in the days of Noah, people were not aware until the flood came. Again, He urges his disciples to be aware. He gives the example of a thief breaking into a house. Paul and Peter use the same illustration (1 Thess. 5:2; 2 Pet.3:10). Just as a thief comes suddenly and unexpectedly, so the Lord Himself will return. 
Nonetheless, there is a striking difference in experience for believers and non-believers. It will be sudden and unexpected for both but the believers will not be (or should not be) surprised when it happens. Non-believers will be caught off-guard (1 Thess. 5:4–6). The difference lies in being asleep or awake. 
As we have seen, the sudden and unexpected return of Christ does not mean that He can return at any time. Certain things must happen first.
Also, the first coming of Jesus was sudden and unexpected. Even if there were many prophecies in the OT and historical signs, Christ came at a moment and in a way no one expected. This is a good warning to believers today not to be overconfident about the signs and try to pinpoint days and times for the return of the Lord. 
The purpose of Christ’s return
The return of Christ will be with the purpose of bringing all things to their completion. For this end to be accomplished, there will be the final redemption of the believers, the total destruction of all that is evil, and the last judgment of the living and the dead. 
Final redemption
In relation to believers the purpose of the return of Christ is to complete their redemption. When we received Jesus the first time we were redeemed (see e.g. Eph. 1:7) but there is the final redemption that is yet to come, see e.g. Luk. 21:28. 
Gathering
Christ will come to gather His own (Matt. 24:30–31; Mark 13:27). God gave this promise a number of times to Israel in the OT (Deut. 30:4; Ps. 106:47, 147:2; Is. 56:8). Jesus came to Israel to gather them but they did not allow it to happen (Matt.23:37–38). However, the final gathering of the believers in Christ, of both Jews and Gentiles, will take place at the return of Jesus. This is the gathering of the wheat mentioned by John the Baptist (Matt. 3:12), Jesus in a parable (Matt. 13:12) and Paul (2 Thess. 2:1). Wherever we are, we will be gathered into the presence of the returning Lord.
Resurrection
At the return of Christ there will be the resurrection of those in Christ who have died (1 Thess. 4:16; 1 Cor. 15:52). Jesus says that the one who believes in Him will be resurrected at the last day (John 6:37–47). Those who have died before the parousia are with Christ awaiting the last day when they will be resurrected (Phil. 1:21–23; 2 Cor. 5:8; Luk. 23:43). So those who believe in Christ belong to Him and are with Him immediately upon death. This is not the resurrection of the body. They are in spirit with God (1 Cor. 5:8). The believers are in heaven with God without body but in the spirit (Hebr. 12:22–23). There is therefore no sleep or period of waiting in sleep after death. The believer is fully conscious and knows the presence of the Lord in heaven. 
The dead in Christ will rise at the last day. Their bodies will be resurrected. We saw before in 1 Thess. 3:13 and 4:14 that Christ will return with all His holy ones and that through Jesus God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. So those who have died in faith will return with Christ and their bodies will be resurrected. 
One important note here: the Christian faith is not only focussed on the spirit. The resurrection of the body is equally important. God made our bodies. He also took on a human body in Jesus Christ. It is the human body that is the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
The future body of the resurrection is not a natural body but a resurrected spiritual body (1 Cor. 15:44). It will be a body adapted to the new circumstances that lie ahead. On the one hand, it is the same body as the resurrected person had before. He or she is not a different person, a different individual. On the other hand, the resurrection body will be different, for it will be spiritual, not physical. This body will have qualities that are appropriate to the new order, to its new eternal existence. This could be seen with Jesus after His resurrection. The disciples recognised Him. They could touch Him and He ate – all this in His same recognisable body (Luk. 24:39, 43). But He could come and go in time and space – all this in His resurrected body (Luk. 24:31, 36). 
When we speak about a future spiritual body we mean that it will be completely controlled by the Holy Spirit. It will still be a physical body. Already now the body is a temple for the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19–20) but it is not perfect. In the future together with God, it will be a perfect temple for the Holy Spirit, and that is why we will have a spiritual body.
The present physical body will pass away but the future body of the resurrection will remain forever (1 Cor. 15:52–53). Since the body will not perish, all sickness, pain and decay will be no more (Rev. 21:4). Mortality will a thing of the past. We will live in and by God’s grace forever. 
Transformation
The believers in Christ who still are alive at the time of His return will all be changed and transformed (1 Cor. 15:51–52). They will not experience death, they will be transformed. The change will be the same as for those who have died before the Christ’s return – their mortal bodies will be changed into immortality and their bodies will be like Christ’s glorious body (Phil. 3:20–21). This change will happen instantly – “in the twinkling of an eye.” 
Those who died before Christ’s return will be resurrected first and then those who still are alive will be transformed (1 Thess. 4:14–17). The change and transformation are described as the believers being “caught up” (1 Thess. 4:17) or “taken/swept away” (Matt. 24:37–42). This is often referred to as “the rapture.” God is the One catching us, taking us to Him. He is active. He will take us home (John 14:2–3).
The believers will be caught up in the clouds together with Christ. He comes on the clouds of glory and we will meet Him in that glory. The most important fact with the believers being transformed and caught up is that we are going to meet the Lord in the air. Together the resurrected from the dead and the transformed of the living will be a vast multitude going to meet the Lord. Never again will there be separation. We will be with the Lord forever (1 Thess. 4:17).
The gathering, the resurrection and the transformation are all part of the final salvation and redemption of God’s people. 
Glorification
The climax of what will happen to the believers at Christ’s return is their glorification. We have, through our salvation already been glorified with Him (Rom. 8:17), but at His return this glorification will be complete (Col. 3:4; 2 Thess. 1:10; 1 Cor. 15:43; Phil. 3:20–21). We will share His glory. This is our final sanctification – no more sin and transgressions. The believers will be free and there will be no more sin. 
Paul and Jude write that we should be kept blameless at the day of the coming of the Lord. They teach us that it is God who will do it (1 Thess. 5:23–24; Jude 24). 
Total destruction of evil
Another aspect of Christ’s return is the He will come for the total destruction of evil and to usher in the kingdom of righteousness (Joel 1:15; Is. 13:6; 1 Thess. 5:2–3; Rev. 11:18). 
The most frequent description in the Bible of this destruction is the one by fire (see for example Is. 66:15–16; Zeph. 1:14–18; Mal. 4:1). It is apparent that the fire of God’s wrath will be upon the arrogant and the evildoers. The gospels repeatedly mention a fire that burns weeds and chaff (see for example Matt. 3:12; 13:30, 40–42, 49–50) with reference to evildoers who will be consumed by fire. Paul also writes about fire and vengeance (2 Thess. 1:6–9). 
Vengeance is inflicted on sinful humanity. The root of the problem of the human race is that it has turned away from the knowledge of and the fellowship with God (Rom. 3:23). All are guilty, and all those who have not turned to God for forgiveness will suffer vengeance. The fire of vengeance is the very presence of Christ Himself. This vengeance is not only mainly His actions but His presence and awesome brightness that will strike terror among evildoers (Hebr. 12:29; Rev. 6:16). The Lord will slay the man of evil with His appearing (2 Thess. 2:8). 
As we have already said, those who believe in Jesus will not be consumed by the fire of His presence. They will be gathered, resurrected, transformed, and glorified. They will also be present with Jesus in the final conflict against all evil powers (Rev. 19:19). However, the battle is already won through Christ, the Victor (Rev. 17:14). 
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Explain
	In what manner will Christ return? Repeat the four descriptions with your own words. 

	What three things will accompany Jesus when He comes back?

	What is the purpose of the return of Christ?

	Who will suffer the vengeance of the Lord?

	How will Christ strike terror among evil-doers?

	What will happen to believers when Christ returns?

	What will happen to those who died before Christ’s return when He comes back?

Understand
	Are there examples in the NT of people that expected the birth of Christ? What can they teach us about the process of waiting for His return?

	What will believers feel when Christ returns?

	Explain the final redemption to a non-believer. Talk about gathering, resurrection, transformation and glorification. 

Apply
How do Peter and Paul describe the coming of Christ? Make a list of references from Paul’s letters and teaching and do the same with Peter’s. Note down similarities and differences? 
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Excursus: The Millennium 
There are various views among the Christians regarding several details about the doctrine of the end times. One reason for this is that two of the biblical books (Daniel and Revelation) that have much to say about the end times, contain many images. This type of literature is called apocalyptic. Apocalyptic comes from the Greek word apokalypsis, which means revelation or disclosure. The authors of this kind of literature describe the end of the world based on revelations he has received. These revelations are often difficult to interpret because of the frequent use of symbols, especially with regard to numbers and colours. We should not claim to have precise and detailed information about end time events, when things will happen, and how they will happen. To be truly biblical, we must interpret symbolic language as symbolic and not as literal. We must always keep in mind a basic principle of interpretation: An obscure text must be interpreted in the light of texts that are clear. 
One of the most debated issues in the doctrine of the end of times is the millennium. The word comes from Rev. 20:2–7 where it says that Satan was bound for a thousand (mille in Latin) years and those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus… came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years (v 4). There are three main ways of interpreting this passage and the concept of the millennium. We will now present these views. 
Post-millennialism
This view sees the millennium as an earthly reign of Christ for a thousand years. The second coming of Christ takes place after (post) the millennium. During this time, the proclamation of the Gospel will be so powerful that all will believe, and the prayer “your kingdom come and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” will have become a reality. This view finds biblical support in for example Matt. 28:18–20, which is seen as a promise of the evangelisation and salvation of all people. Other Bible references are Matt. 13:31–35; 16:18; 24:14; Rom. 11:11–12; 1 Cor. 15:25. 
One problem with post-millennialism is that many texts speak about the persecution of believers and the love for God growing cold. Another problem is that Jesus repeatedly told believers to be watchful as His return would come unexpected. 
This interpretation was the dominant view in the Middle Ages (the 5th to the 15th Century) in European history. It is basically a very optimistic view, and does not have many supporters today. 
Pre-millennialism
According to this view, the second coming of Christ will take place before (pre) the millennial reign of Christ on the earth. His coming will end the curse of the fall on humanity. The antichrist will be slain and the devil with all evil will be removed from the earth but not destroyed. After this there will be a time of a thousand years of peace and bliss on earth when Christ will rule His people, including many Jews believing in Him as their Messiah. Evil is present but much restrained. In the end Satan will be freed and gather his troops for a final battle against the believers. He will be defeated by fire from heaven. Then comes the resurrection of the dead, the universal judgment and the beginning of the new heaven and earth. 
Biblical support for this view comes from passages that describe the Kingdom of the Messiah as an ideal order on earth (Is. 2:2–5; Mic. 4:1–3; Zech. 14:9). Other Bible passages referred to are Matt. 19:28; 1 Cor. 15:23–25; 1 Thess. 4:13–17. The major support for pre-millennialists are however Rev. 20:2–7. 
There are a series of problems with this view. The text in Rev. 20 is not easy to interpret and understand. Also, the belief that sin and evil continues after Christ has returned in glory is complicated. That would mean that the glorified saints would return to earth where evil still exists. 
This view was probably the dominant view during the early period of the Church. In the middle of the 19th century, pre-millennialism began to grow in popularity in conservative Christian circles. 
A-millennialism 
According to this view, the millennium is a seen as symbolic and that there is no millennium in the literal sense. The great final judgment will immediately follow the second coming of Christ. When the post-millennialism began to fade in popularity in the 20th century, a-millennialism received many supporters. When a-millennialism interprets Rev. 20 in the light of their understanding of the whole book. They see the book of Revelation as consisting of seven sections, and these sections are not seen as successive periods of time, rather recapitulations of the same period, the period between the first and second coming of Christ. 
The danger with this view is that believers can loose concern about the last days and final events. Another problem is their symbolic interpretation of the book of Revelation. Is this the best way to understand the book?
A-millennialism has much of its origin from the thinking of the church father Augustine of Hippo. It became the view of most Christians in the West, including the Reformers, for almost a millennium and a half. 
Conclusion
We must remember that the centre of the Christian hope is Christ Himself and His glorious appearing. Different opinions about the millennium and other related issues must never divide those who are united in their expectation of, and in their love for, the Lord Jesus Christ. The main theme of the book of Revelation is that God is in control, and He is going to guide history according to His purpose. He will fulfil His plan. 
Questions 
	What is the important principle of interpretation? How can we use and teach this principle when we discuss and teach about the millennium?

	What helps us to be united with our Christian brothers and sister in the expectation of the Lord Jesus Christ’s coming?
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Lesson 22: The Final Judgment
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	Matt. 25:31–41

	2 Cor. 5:10

	2 Pet. 3:9. 

	What do they tell you about the final judgment? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

Jesus tells us about the final judgment in Matt. 25:31–46. It will take place at the second coming of Christ. He will then separate the righteous from the others. Jesus will say to the righteous: “Come you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world” (v 34). The others will go to eternal punishment, but the righteous go to eternal life (v 46). There are also several references to the judgment in Acts and the letters. For example, in Heb. 9:27 it states: Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment. All humans will face judgment, and in addition the evil angels will be judged (2 Pet. 2:4). 
In Matt. 25, Jesus Christ is pictured as the judge. In 2 Cor. 5:10 we see that the judgment will be based on our earthly lives. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due to him or her for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. Each person will be judged according to the degree of knowledge of God’s will and his or her ability to fulfil it (Rom. 2:12–16), and the judgment will be completely just (Acts 17:31). 
Every human being is responsible for his or her choices and actions. All will stand accountable before our Creator (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10). God does not differentiate between people. The Day of Judgment will come for those who believe and for those who don’t believe. 
The believers will be judged (1 Cor. 3:11–15). A believer’s life is built on a foundation which is Christ, but for this building good or bad construction material can be used. Our lives will one day be tested by God. Paul knew that he would have to account for his life and ministry standing before the judgment seat of God, so he committed himself fully to God’s work (1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Cor. 5:10). The Bible promises a reward to the believers who have been faithful and who pass the test. What this reward is we don’t know. If the works of the believer’s life does not pass the test, there will be no reward but the person will be saved, but as one escaping the flames. 
So there is a decisive difference between being judged and being condemned. The lives of the believers will be judged on the judgment day in order to assess what is of eternal value. But because of their faith in Jesus Christ believers will not be condemned. 
However, perdition awaits the person who chooses not to believe the Gospel, far away from the face of God and His power and glory. It does sound frightening and incompatible with a loving God. But according to Paul, judgment shows God’s justice (2 Thess. 1:5–10). God would not be just if He did not condemned unrighteousness. God cannot look away from conscious scorn and rebellion against truth. That is why He will judge those who don’t confess Him, those who turn away from the Gospel. 
Of course, God’s judgment will be fair and just, so each person’s condition and situation will be taken into consideration (Rom 2:12–16). How this will be done we do not know, but we find comfort in the truth that the judgment is in the hands of a loving and righteous Judge.  
Hell
We read in Matt. 25 that Jesus sent the unrighteous to eternal punishment. This place of punishment is referred to in the gospels as “hell”, Greek geenna. There are several other expressions in the Bible for this punishment: “eternal fire” (Matt. 25:41), “darkness” (Matt. 8:12), “torment” (Rev. 14:10–11), “God’s wrath” (Rom. 2:5), “second death” (Rev. 21:8), “everlasting destruction and separation from the presence of the Lord” (2 Thess. 1:9). The basic characteristic is the absence of God, in contrast to heaven which is the presence of God. Hell is an experience of intense anguish, whether it involves physical suffering or mental distress and loneliness. The situation is one of utter hopelessness. 
Some people say that this notion of an eternal punishment is inconceivable with the love of God. However, God does not want anyone to perish (2 Pet. 3:9). He has provided for everybody to receive His salvation and the gift of eternal life. That is his desire for humankind. So the alternative is a person’s own choice. C.S. Lewis, a famous Christian author and theologian has said: Sin is a human being’s telling God throughout his or her life, “Go away and leave me alone.”
Is hell forever? This is a question many struggle with. As we have already said, it is hard to combine hell with a good God. There are three main views among Christians:
	Two options only: There are only two options after this life: eternal life or eternal death/condemnation, heaven or hell. This view is based on a number of Bible passages (Matt. 7:13–14, 42–43; 24:40–41; 1 Thess. 1:9 and many places in Revelation). 

	Extinction: Those who reject Jesus will be destroyed and cease to exist after death. Eternal life means a life in love and fellowship with God forever. Eternal death means then no life, just an end. 

	The restoration of all: God will completely restore everything, not only heaven and earth but also humanity, the crown of His creation (for example Rom. 5:19: Eph. 1:9–10, 12; Phil. 2:9–11; 1 Tim. 4:10). Jesus is still the only way to God, but this view opens up for the possibility that Christ’s work of reconciliation is more far-reaching than we understand. 

The first view (“two options only”) is the classical Christian view. It has been and still is the dominating view in most evangelical and charismatic churches. 
Here is what we know for certain: We will all die or be among those who are still alive when Christ returns. We know that we will all stand before God to give account for our lives. We know that those who believe in Christ will have eternal life. We know that He will surely return! 
All the things that we don’t know, God probably thinks we don’t need to know. We just need to trust in Him. 
More Scripture references
The future of the individual
Gen. 2:17; 3:19
Job 19:25–27
Ps. 49:15; 73:24–27
Is. 26:19
Matt. 22:29–32
Mark 8:38
Luk. 12:4–5, 33; 16:19–31; 23:43
John 6:39–40; 17:24
Rom. 6:23; 8:28–39
1 Cor. 15: 51–55
2 Cor. 5:8–10
Phil. 1:23
2 Tim. 2:11
Heb. 2:14–15; 9:27
Rev. 5:13 
Judgment
Gen. 18:25
Is. 30:18
Dan. 12:1–3
Zeph. 1:14–18
Mal. 2:17–3:5; 4:1–6
Matt. 3:7, 11–12; 5:29–30; 11:20–24; 13:37–43; 16:27; 22:13
Luk. 13:1–5; 19:12–27
John 3:19, 36
Rom. 1:18–32; 3:5–7, 19; 8:1; 14:10–23
Eph. 2:3
1 Thess. 1:10
Heb. 12:23
2 Pet. 2:4, 9
1 John 4:17
Rev. 6:15–17; 20:11–15
Revisit lesson 22
Explain
	Who will face judgment on the final day?

	Why and how will the believers be judged?

	Why will people be condemned to perdition?

	What is the basic characteristic of hell?

	Explain three views on hell and life after death.

Understand
	What happens after death? What do you think after having studied the Bible?

	Someone tells you, “How can God be a good and loving God when He will send people to hell?” How would you respond?

	How can we live waiting and longing for the return of Christ and at the same time focus on the life now? Discuss. 
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Lesson 23: The New Heaven and the New Earth
Scripture exercise
Study the following Bible passages
	1 Cor. 15: 51–57

	Rev. 21:1–5; 22:1–5

	What do they tell you about the new heaven and the new earth? 

	After your own study of these verses, share your discoveries and answers with one another in a small group.

2 Pet. 3:13 says, But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. The new heaven and new earth is described in John’s vision in Rev. 21:1–4. In this passage John also describes the Holy City, the new Jerusalem coming down from heaven. The term heaven (Hebrew shamayim, Greek ouranos) is used in three different ways in the Bible. The first as a cosmological term, referring to a portion of the universe (Gen 1:1, Matt 11:25). The second as a synonym for God (Luk. 15:18, John 3:27). The third as a reference to the transcendent abode of God (Matt. 6:9, 7:11). Jesus was taken up to heaven at His ascension (Luk. 24:51), and it is from heaven that He will come again (1 Thess. 4:16). Jesus says in John 14:1–4 that He has gone away to prepare an eternal place for those who believe in Him. After the resurrection, we will be with Christ for ever (1 Thess. 4:17). Since Jesus Christ is in heaven with His Father, we will also be there. Most of all, heaven is the presence of God. The basic nature of heaven is His presence. From His presence, all blessings of heaven follow. In heaven we will for the first time see God face to face, as He is (1 Cor. 13:9–12, Rev. 22:4, 1 John 3:2). 
The book of Revelation mentions the New Jerusalem in connection with heaven (Rev. 3:12; 21:2–27). The OT describes the city of Jerusalem both as the place of the presence of God and the place of protection and providence for His people. The New Jerusalem has walls for the protection of the people (Rev. 21:12, 15). The city does not contain any temple, because now God dwells with His people (Rev. 21:22). The city is described to be made of pure gold and adorned with all kinds of precious material. These are images to explain the wonderful character of heaven. But in fact heaven is beyond our comprehension, limited as we are in space and time. 
The phrase “new heaven and new earth” (found in Rev. 21 and 2 Pet. 3) points to the redemption of the whole creation. The description of the New Jerusalem with its tree of life (Rev. 22:1–5) reminds us of the Garden of Eden. The biblical message of a restored creation (Rom. 8:18–24; Col. 1:15–20, see also the prophesies in Hos. 2:18 and Joel 3:18), indicates that the new heaven and new earth will have connection with the original created order. In the new heaven and new earth, the triumph of God over sin, evil and death will reach its completion. This completion will be multidimensional, because it will concern not only the individual person and the human collective, but also the whole universe. It will be a place and a state far beyond our understanding of goodness and joy. Most of all, we will experience the perfect fellowship with God who is the source of everything that is good, and we will also live in perfect fellowship with our fellow beings. 
The life of come
The ultimate goal for the creation and for the people of God is the new heaven and new earth. Today we see a poor reflection of the perfect life to come (1 Cor. 13:12). The word of God helps us understand a few things about this coming life. 
	It will be an embodied life: This present world will pass away, including our present bodies (Job 19:26; 1 Cor. 7:31; 15:53). Still, there is some kind of continuity between the present and that to come (Rom. 8:19–25). We can anticipate a life in which our self–conscious, embodied existence continues but on a new level. 

	It will be a social life: The biblical descriptions of the new heaven and the new earth show us community and fellowship: a city, a kingdom, a wedding feast (Heb. 13:14; Heb. 12:28; Rev. 19:7). It is not a lonely personal pilgrimage. Rather, it is fellowship in perfect enjoyable relationships.

	It will be a responsible life: The new life will include responsibilities (Luk. 19:11–26; 1 Cor. 6:2–3). It is not clear how, but we will continue to serve God (Rev. 22:3). 

	It will be a perfect life: We will find a perfection of relationship with God, with our fellow human beings, with ourselves and with our environment, just like God planned when He created us and the world (Gen. 1:28; Ps. 8:4–6). 

	It will be a life without end: When God created the world, He also created the sun and moon and an order of time. When the new life begins there will be no sun and no night (Rev. 22:5), so time will be something completely different. We cannot grasp today what it means to live for eternity. However, we can be at peace as we will spend this future in the love of God. 

	It will be a God-centred life: This is the supreme feature of the life to come. Above everything else, the manifestation of the triune God and the reality of being in His presence will characterise the new life (Rev 21:22; 22:4; 1 John 3:2). To see and know God – His majesty, beauty, love, holiness, power, joy, grace, and more – is the essence of the heavenly life. 

From the foundation of the world, the purpose of the triune God has been to share His love with others. God’s longing was, and still is, to create a community of love in which all are united without the loss of their enriching differences. Through the work of Christ and by the power of the Spirit we are invited to participate in the eternal life and glory of God. This is our glorious future and wonderful hope!
More Scripture references
Ps. 16:8–11; 23:6
Matt. 5:8; 6:19–21; 22:1–14; 25:34
Luk. 14:16–24; 19:11–26
Acts 2:26–27
Rom. 8:19–25
1 Cor. 6:2–3
Heb. 13:14
1 John 3:2
Rev. 19:7; 21–22
Revisit lesson 23
Explain
	What is the most important thing about heaven?

	Describe the City of God, the New Jerusalem. Use Bible references.

	Why isn’t there a temple in the New Jerusalem? 

	Repeat, with your own words, the different points about the new life.

Understand
	We have learnt what the Bible says about the return of Christ and the new heaven and earth. With this knowledge, how can we as Christians bring hope to those who fear death? 

	What will the eternal life be like? Share what you believe but try not to speculate. Use Scripture. 

Apply
Make a list of similarities of the creation and the new heaven and earth. Use primarily Gen 1–2 and Rev. 21–22.
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Conclude and Reflect: The Doctrine of the Last Days
Reflection
Without looking at notes or in the book, write down/share three things you have studied about and describe them a little.
Mention something in particular that has surprised you or blessed you during this study of the last days. 
Application 
Read the following statements about the doctrine of the last days (eschatology). 
	Eschatology helps us teach the Church.

	Eschatology helps us worship God.

	Eschatology helps us serve with zeal.

	Eschatology helps us hope in the midst of trouble.

	Eschatology helps us prepare for judgment.

	Eschatology helps us look forward to heaven.

Do you agree? If yes, reflect on each statement and write down, for each one, in what ways it is helpful. For example: How does this doctrine help us to teach the Church? How does it help us to worship God? And so on. 
Time for contemplation
Repeat to yourself and each other in the class what you have learnt about the doctrine of the last days. What does this knowledge do to you? Does it fill you with awe? Joy? Fear? Eagerness to serve? Other? Share with one another.
Sit/stand quietly before God. Reflect on His plan for humanity and the creation – the past, the present and the future. After some time, open your mouth and start to thank Him for the things that have come to your mind. 
During this study, maybe God has revealed sin and guilt in your life that you need to bring before Him. Do it now. Confess to Him and receive His forgiveness (1 John 1:9). 
There is a hope and a future for us who believe in Christ. Pray that you can grow deeper in this hope and stronger in the sharing of it with those who have no knowledge about Christ. 
Pray that what you have learnt about this doctrine will be useful and a blessing for you.
(Go to Table of contents)

Reference
Literature
J. Rodman Williams (1992). Renewal Theology. Zondervan. Grand Rapids, Michigan
Bruce Milne (2009). Know the Truth, a Handbook of Christian Belief. InterVarsity Press. Downers Grove, Illinois
Ed. Stanley M. Horton (2010). Systematic Theology, Revised Edition. Gospel Publishing House. Springfield, Missouri
Table of contents 
Introduction to the textbook
God
Lesson 1: Revelation – How to Know God
Revisit lesson 1
Lesson 2: The Identity of God
Revisit lesson 2
Excursus: God’s Name
Lesson 3: God the Holy Trinity
Revisit lesson 3
Lesson 4: The Attributes of God – What He Is Like
Revisit lesson 4
Lesson 5: God the Creator
Revisit lesson 5
Excursus: Angels, Demons and Satan
Conclude and reflect: The doctrine of God
Humanity
Lesson 6: The Human Race
Revisit lesson 6
Lesson 7: Humanity in Sin
Revisit lesson 7
Lesson 8: The Historical Plan for Salvation
Revisit lesson 8
Conclude and reflect: The doctrine of humanity
Jesus Christ
Lesson 9: Jesus Christ – Christology
Revisit lesson 9
Lesson 10: The Humanity of Jesus
Revisit lesson 10
Lesson 11: The Divinity of Jesus
Revisit lesson 11
Lesson 12: The Incarnation
Revisit lesson 12
Excursus: Historical Views of Jesus
Lesson 13: The Uniqueness of Jesus
Revisit lesson 13
Excursus: Jesus and the World Religions
Conclude and Reflect: The Doctrine of Jesus
Salvation
Lesson 14: Why Did Jesus Come?
Revisit lesson 14
Lesson 15: Jesus – God’s Anointed Prophet, Priest and King
Revisit lesson 15
Lesson 16: The Sacrifice of Jesus Compared with Other Religions
Revisit lesson 16
Lesson 17: The Atonement – Approaches and Perspectives
Revisit lesson 17
Conclude and Reflect: The Doctrine of Salvation
The Last Days
Lesson 18: Introduction
Revisit lesson18
Lesson 19: The Return of Christ
Revisit lesson 19
Lesson 20: Signs at the End of the Age
Revisit lesson 20
Excursus: Signs in Israel Today
Lesson 21: The Manner and Purpose of Christ’s Return
Revisit lesson 21
Excursus: The Millennium
Lesson 22: The Final Judgment
Revisit lesson 22
Lesson 23: The New Heaven and the New Earth
Revisit lesson 23
Conclude and Reflect: The Doctrine of the Last Days
Reference
Literature

OPS/toc.xhtml
		Introduction to the textbook

		God		Lesson 1: Revelation – How to Know God

		Revisit lesson 1

		Lesson 2: The Identity of God

		Revisit lesson 2

		Excursus: God’s Name

		Lesson 3: God the Holy Trinity

		Revisit lesson 3

		Lesson 4: The Attributes of God – What He Is Like

		Revisit lesson 4

		Lesson 5: God the Creator

		Revisit lesson 5

		Excursus: Angels, Demons and Satan

		Conclude and reflect: The doctrine of God





		Humanity		Lesson 6: The Human Race

		Revisit lesson 6

		Lesson 7: Humanity in Sin

		Revisit lesson 7

		Lesson 8: The Historical Plan for Salvation

		Revisit lesson 8

		Conclude and reflect: The doctrine of humanity





		Jesus Christ		Lesson 9: Jesus Christ – Christology

		Revisit lesson 9

		Lesson 10: The Humanity of Jesus

		Revisit lesson 10

		Lesson 11: The Divinity of Jesus

		Revisit lesson 11

		Lesson 12: The Incarnation

		Revisit lesson 12

		Excursus: Historical Views of Jesus

		Lesson 13: The Uniqueness of Jesus

		Revisit lesson 13

		Excursus: Jesus and the World Religions

		Conclude and Reflect: The Doctrine of Jesus





		Salvation		Lesson 14: Why Did Jesus Come?

		Revisit lesson 14

		Lesson 15: Jesus – God’s Anointed Prophet, Priest and King

		Revisit lesson 15

		Lesson 16: The Sacrifice of Jesus Compared with Other Religions

		Revisit lesson 16

		Lesson 17: The Atonement – Approaches and Perspectives

		Revisit lesson 17

		Conclude and Reflect: The Doctrine of Salvation





		The Last Days		Lesson 18: Introduction

		Revisit lesson18

		Lesson 19: The Return of Christ

		Revisit lesson 19

		Lesson 20: Signs at the End of the Age

		Revisit lesson 20

		Excursus: Signs in Israel Today

		Lesson 21: The Manner and Purpose of Christ’s Return

		Revisit lesson 21

		Excursus: The Millennium

		Lesson 22: The Final Judgment

		Revisit lesson 22

		Lesson 23: The New Heaven and the New Earth

		Revisit lesson 23

		Conclude and Reflect: The Doctrine of the Last Days





		Reference		Literature










OPS/js/book.js
function Body_onLoad() {
}





OPS/images/image.png
11

The Hebrew word Yahweh

The name Yahweh occurs in various significant combinations.

Name
Yahweh-Yiteh
Yahweh-Rophe
Yahweh-Nissi
Yahweh-Shalom
Yahweh-Rooi
Yahweh-Tsidkenu
Yahweh-Shammah

Meaning

The Lord Will Provide

The Lord, who heals you
The Lord is my Banner
The Lord is peace

The Lord is my shepherd
The Lord our Righteonsness
The Lord is there

Hebrew root

raha — to see or provide
raphe — to heal

ness — signal, sign
shalom — peace, welfare
raah — to pasture, tend
tsedek — righteousness
sham — there

Scripture
Gen. 22:14

Ex. 15:26
Ex. 17:15
Judg. 6:24
Ps. 23:1
Jer. 13:6
Ez. 48:35
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