[image: cover-image, 1-2 Peter Sept 2019.epub]
Let's Read 1 and 2 Peter
International edition
T. Pandit
This book is the International version of a college level textbook prepared a few years ago for a Bible college in South India.
It can also be used for Bible study groups in local churches and for individual students of the Bible. It was written it with the South Indian Christian context in mind. But with minor adaptions it should be useful in any cultural context.
To prepare a textbook like this requires resources. I have, of course, consulted Bible dictionaries and other reference books.
I have often referred to the two wide-spread Kannada Bible translations: satyavEdavu (the JV version published by The Bible Society of India) and pavitra grantha (the New India Bible Version, NIBV, published by International Bible Society India).
September 2019
T. Pandit has many years of experience as an educationist, as a Bible teacher and as a college principal, in India as well as internationally.
The author of this work hereby waives all claim of copyright (economic and moral) in this work and immediately places it in the public domain. It may be used, distorted or destroyed in any manner whatsoever without further attribution or notice to the creator. 
The author would, however, object to to any republishing of this work for the purposes of financial gain. For further information please contact editor@panditteachesthebible.net.
Studies

Introduction to 1 Peter
Author
The writer of 1 Peter begins his letter by calling himself Peter, an apostle of Christ. Peter was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples and is mentioned many times in the four gospels and in the book of Acts. So the authorship of the letter seems clear.
But there is one problem with Peter being the author: The Greek language found in this letter is very good, perhaps too good to have been written by a Jewish fisherman. This fact has led many Bible scholars to doubt that Peter, the disciple of Jesus, could be the author. 
But we find a good solution to this difficulty at the end of the letter itself. There Peter writes, I have written to you with the help of Silvanus, whom I consider a faithful brother (5:12). Silvanus (or Silas) is known from other New Testament books. He was a trusted leader of the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:22). He came with a letter from Jerusalem to the church in Antioch. There he met Paul, and later he became Paul’s co-worker (v 40) and co-writer (1 Thess 1:1; 2 Thess 1:1). Silas was a Roman citizen (Acts 16:38), so very likely he was a Jew from the diaspora. Consequently, his command of Greek must have been excellent. So Peter is the author of the letter. But he has used Silas as his secretary.
At the end of the letter, Peter seems to say that he is writing from Babylon (5:13). There were two geographical “Babylons” in those days. One was the remnant of the ancient capital of the Babylonian Empire situated on the river Euphrates. But there are no historical records of any Christian presence in this Babylon. The other was a military settlement in Egypt and a very unlikely place for Peter to visit. This means that Peter is most likely using the name “Babylon” as a code name for Rome. We know that Peter lived in Rome at the end of his life and that he and the apostle Paul were martyred there during the persecutions under Emperor Nero. Peter does not mention Paul, who was in Rome during his first imprisonment AD 60–62. So 1 Peter was probably written after AD 62 and before Nero’s persecution a few years later.
Recipients
In the very beginning of his letter, Peter describes his recipients in somewhat confusing theological terms. We will look at this description in detail in our first study.
Peter also mentions the geographical location of his first readers. They live in four Roman provinces that are part of modern-day Turkey: Bithynia & Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia and Asia.
Peter uses the Greek word diaspora (“scattered”, a word used about Jews living in the dispersion, the Diaspora) to describe his first readers. This has led some Bible  scholars to assume that they were of Jewish background. The content of the letter itself, however, points in another direction – that most of them had come to the Christian faith from a Gentile background. This is clear from 1:18 (referring to idol worship) and 4:3 (referring to pagan practices). These verses show that their old lives had been characterized by idol worship and the pagan practices of their forefathers. It is true that 1 Peter also contains many references to the Old Testament, which would have been unfamiliar to the Gentile background readers. But these references should be understood as a consequence of Peter’s own Jewish background and theology. Paul did the same thing in his letters to the Corinthians, whose background also was predominantly Gentile. 
The message of the letter
Peter addressed his letter to churches that were facing persecution and other difficulties. So he writes in order to encourage and strengthen his readers (5:12). Peter’s method is to explain what God has done for their salvation through Jesus. A deeper understanding of their faith in Jesus, would help them stand firm in times of problems and opposition.
If Jesus suffered and died for them, they should be willing to suffer a short time for him. Jesus must be their role model also in suffering.
Their firmness and faithfulness in times of difficulty; their Christian lifestyle, and the humility and harmony that they express within the church – all these things will be a positive witness to the pagan society that surrounds them.
Questions
	Explain why Silvanus must have played a key role in the writing of 1 Peter.

	Why can we assume that 1 Peter was written from Rome after AD 62?

	Explain why the recipients of 1 Peter most probably would have been Gentile background believers.

	Why do you think Peter wrote this letter?

(Go to Answers Introduction to 1 Peter)

Reading of 1 Peter
Introduction
Before we study the various passages of 1 Peter in detail, it is important that you get a feeling for the book as a whole – its literary style, its vocabulary, its main themes, its style of argument. To achieve this, you need to read through the whole book from beginning to end in one session.
Work in groups of two or three. Read through the whole book. After you have done so, answer the questions below. Don’t bother about any details, and don’t get stuck with matters that you don’t understand.
Questions
	List 3–4 main themes.

	Most people find 1 Peter a very challenging book. Note down 2–3 challenges for you personally.

	Many people find 1 Peter a difficult book to read. What difficulties did you experience?

	How would you describe the “tone” or the “mood” of the book? Just note down a few key words.

	Perhaps you came across a few expressions or “doctrines” that you found confusing or difficult to digest – and that you would like this course to clarify. Make a list of  these expressions or “doctrines.”

(Go to Answers Reading of 1 Peter)

Study 1: Greeting, 1:1–2
Introduction 
In this condensed two-verse introduction to his letter, Peter presents himself, explains to whom he writes and proclaims his blessing over his readers.
Read
1 Peter 1:1–2 
Questions
	What do you know about Peter from your previous studies? Note down a few main points.

	What do we learn about Peter from this text? 

	These two verses contain three “topics.” What are they?

	How does Peter describe the present situation of his readers? 

	Do you recognize your own church fellowship in Peter’s description (see your answer to the previous question)? Explain.

	How do you understand the doctrine of “election” found in this passage? Does it mean that God has decided that only some people will be saved because he has not elected everybody for salvation?

(Go to Answers 1)

Study 2: A living hope, 1:3–12
Introduction 
In this passage, Peter praises God for our Christian hope. This hope is a living hope, because Jesus is alive. He died, but he rose from the dead and ascended to heaven. When he comes back, our salvation – the goal of our faith – will be consummated. This is our Christian hope. It will cary us through all the sufferings which we may encounter in this present world.
Read
1 Peter 1:3–12
Questions
	Why does Peter praise God (v 3)?

	What has Jesus done for us (v 3–4)?

	What do we understand about the “living hope” from this passage (v 4–5)?

	What does Peter say about the life of believers in this world (v 5–6)?

	When will there be an end to the suffering of the believers (v 5)?

	What is the purpose of the suffering of the believers (v 7)?

	What do we learn about our Christian faith in v 7–9?

	What do we understand about the Old Testament prophetic word about salvation from v 10–12?

Library time suggestions
	Review the material you have studied so far.

	Make sure that your notes are updated, correct and neat.

	Write a short paragraph explaining to a church friend what Peter means by using these expressions about the church: “God’s elect” and “chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father”. Use material from study 1.

	Prepare a short devotion called “Jesus is our living hope”. Base your devotion on what you have learned in study 2.

(Go to Answers 2)

Study 3: Be holy, 1:13–2:3
Introduction 
This is a passage about Christian holiness. Peter makes a strong link between salvation and holiness. A genuine experience of salvation must result in a new life. This new life is a life of active holiness, characterized by self-control, endurance, and godliness. Our salvation is the result of the perfect sacrifice of Christ, through which we were redeemed from our old sinful way of life. By responding to God’s living and enduring word we have been born again and purified to live lives of sincere brotherly love. We should feed ourselves with pure spiritual milk (the word of God) so that we grow up in our holiness (or “into salvation”, as Peter expresses it).
Read
1 Peter 1:13–2:3
Questions
	What does “Therefore” (v 13) refer to?

	What type of language does Peter use in this passage? Look at the verb forms. 

	Make a list of Peter’s commands and exhortations in v 13–16. Explain what they mean. Use your own words as much as possible.

	Why should believers live their lives with reverent fear as scattered strangers in this world (v 17–19)?

	What do we learn about Jesus Christ from v 18–21?

	What reason does Peter give for us to have genuine love for our brothers (v 22–23)?

	In v 24–25 Peter quotes Is 40:6–8 in support of his argument. Explain how.

	Peter again uses “therefore” in 2:1 (the Greek words in 1:13 and 2:1 are different, but they carry the same meaning). Why?

	What simile does Peter use to illustrate spiritual growth (v 2)? Explain it in your own words.

(Go to Answers 3)

Study 4: God’s own people, 2:4–10
Introduction 
The previous passage ended with Peter exhorting his readers “to grow into their salvation”. They know their Lord, their Savior, and have tasted that he is good. 
Here, Peter presents pictures of Christ and his church. He also explains the relationship between them. This leads up to a “doctrine of the church.” 
Not many passages in the New Testament are so charged with imagery and Old Testament quotations/allusions as this one. This causes difficulties for a modern reader.
Read
1 Peter 2:4–10
Questions
	How is Jesus described in v 4?

	How do you understand the metaphor “a living stone” (v 4)?

	How do you understand the metaphorical expression “a spiritual house” (v 5)?

	Who is the priest of the spiritual house and the holy priesthood that the believers constitute (v 4–5)?

	Explain how Peter uses the quotations from Is 28:16 (v 6), Ps 118:22 (v 7) and Is 8:14 (v 8) to support his teaching about Jesus.

	How can a person become part of the spiritual house and the holy priesthood (v 4, 7)?

	How does Peter describe the ministry of God’s people (v 5, 9)?

	Some of the expressions describing the church have Old Testament back-ground. Look up the following references and give your comments:

a.A chosen people (v 9): Is 43:10, 20; 44:1–3
b.A royal priesthood (v 9): Ex 19:6
c.A holy nation (v 9): Ex 19:6; Deut 28:8
d.God’s own people (v 9): Ex 19:5
e.A people called out of darkness into God’s marvelous light (v 9): Ps 107:14; Is 9:2; 42:7, 16; 60:2. Compare Acts 26:18.
f.A people who once were not a people (v 10): Is 19:23–25
g.A people who have received mercy (v 10): Mic 7:20; Is 63:9
	What two main conclusions do you arrive at after having completed the previous question?

(Go to Answers 4)

Study 5: The new lifestyle, part 1, 2:11–20
Introduction 
After have presented a “doctrine of the church” in the previous passage, Peter now becomes more practical. In a series of exhortations he deals with Christian lifestyle issues that were of immediate concern to New Testament believers scattered throughout the Roman Empire in those days. Not all the issues are relevant to the church in South India today. But the Biblical principles that they illustrate are still valid.
Read
1 Peter 2:11–20
Questions
	How does Peter describe the life of believers (v 11–12)? Use your own words, instead of just quoting the text.

	What kind of language does Peter use in v 12–18? Look at the verb forms. So what kind of text are we dealing with here?

	In verse 17, Peter summarizes the way in which believers should relate to people around them. Use your own words to explain what he says.

	In the verses before the summary in v 7 (see the previous question), Peter gives three main reasons why believers should show proper respect to everyone (v 13–16). What are these reasons? Use your own words to explain them.

	In verse 16, Peter writes about “freedom.” Explain what he means. Use your own words.

	Explain the point that Peter makes in verse 19 about the pain of suffering unjustly.

	Explain Peter’s point in verse 20.

	Do you think that verse 18 can be used in support of slavery? Why – why not?

Library time suggestions
	Finish any question from studies 3–5 that you didn’t find time to finish earlier.

	Review the material you have studied so far, particularly studies 3–5.

	Make sure that your notes are updated, correct and neat.

	Write a short paragraph explaining to a church friend what Peter teaches his readers about the church. Use your own words and don’t just copy the Bible, the textbook, or your notes. Use material from study 4.

	Prepare a short devotion called “Jesus Christ – the living stone”. Base your devotion on what you have learned in study 4.

(Go to Answers 5)

Study 6: The new lifestyle, part 2, 2:21–3:7
Introduction 
How to act in times of suffering is one aspect of the new lifestyle. Jesus, who had committed no sin, is our role model also in suffering. Peter says that Christ has left us an example, that we should follow in his steps (v 21). The Christian lifestyle, of course, also affects our family life. 
Read
1 Peter 2:21–3:7
Questions
	This passage begins with the words “to this you were called” (v 21). What does this expression refer to? 

	Why does Peter bring in the example of Christ in this context?

	Why would both Jesus and his followers (the church) have to experience the pain of unjust suffering?

	Who does “him” refer to in the phrase “he entrusted himself to him who judges justly” (v 23)?

	Peter makes use of Christ’s example to motivate believers to lead a new lifestyle, the lifestyle of the kingdom of God (v 21–25). What do we learn about Christ in these verses?

	Peter uses the expression “in the same way” twice in v 1–7. What does it refer to?

	How do you explain the difference between “wives must accept the authority of their husbands” (v 1) and “husbands must pay honor to their wives” (v 7), when both are qualified by “in the same way” (v 1, 7), referring to how Christ treats us?

	Explain the way in which Peter is using “outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and the putting on of fine clothes” to support his argument in v 3–4.

	Why would Peter call the wives the weaker sex (v 7)?

	How would you interpret the expression “joint heirs of the gracious gift of life” (v 7)?

	What does Peter mention as a consequence of husbands not treating their wives with respect?

(Go to Answers 6)

Study 7: Suffering for righteousness, 3:8–22
Introduction 
The first word of the passage (“Finally”) shows that Peter now wants to summarize his earlier exhortations about how his readers should live lives that reflect the godly lifestyle of the church. He then returns to the topic of suffering and sees the suffering of believers in the light of Jesus’ suffering. 
A comparison between Bible translations reveals that Bible scholars struggle to understand a couple of Greek expressions found in v 18–19. See Answers 7 for a discussion about these difficulties .
Read
1 Peter 3:8–22
Questions
	Describe in your own words the summary of a Christian lifestyle (one Bible scholar calls it “a life of blessing”) which Peter makes in verse 8.

	What must we as believers do, when people treat us badly and insult us (v 9)?

	Compare Peter’s exhortations in v 8–9 (where Peter briefly pictures the ideal church) with life in your own church. Note down the important points.

	Why does Peter quote Ps 34:12–16 (v 10–12)?

	How does Peter understand “suffering for what is right” (v 14)?

	What does Peter mean by saying that we must set Christ apart as Lord in our lives (v 15)?

	Verse 15 speaks about witnessing with our lips. What do the following verses (v 16–17) speak about?

	The phrase “the victory of Christ’s suffering” could be a summary of Peter’s argument in v 18–22. Explain how.

	In this passage we find an example of an Old Testament type and its New Testament antitype. Explain how.

	Our world is often unjust. Reflect on some of your past or current sufferings. How can the picture of Christ portrayed in this passage bring hope to you?

(Go to Answers 7)

Study 8: Living for the will of God, 4:1–11
Introduction 
In this passage Peter contrasts two ways of living. One is the “the old pagan” life that was characteristic of his first readers before they turned to Christ. And the other is the “the new Christian life,” which Peter expects to characterize them now that they have received Jesus. Peter calls the old life a life for evil human desires and the new life a life for the will of God (v 2).
Read
1 Peter 4:1–11
Questions
	The Greek text starts with “Therefore” (as in the English NIV). This word is not translated in the Kannada NIBV and JV Bibles. What do you think “therefore” refers to?

	Peter describes the life of pagans with the following expressions. Explain what they mean using your own words.

a.Debauchery
b.Lust
c.Drunkenness
d.Orgies
e.Carousing
f.Abominable idolatry
g.Dissipation
	How do you understand “the dead” (v 6) in the context of this passage?

	What is the context of Peter’s exhortations in v 7–11? Note how the passage begins.

	Compare Peter’s description of the “old pagan life” (v 2–4) with the life that Peter expects the believers to live (v 7–11). Note down your observations in two columns.

	Peter speaks about two forms of leadership (or gifts) that served the early church (v 10–11). Which were they? How does Peter describe them?

	What does Peter say is the purpose of our Christian servanthood (v 11)?

Library time suggestions
	Finish any question from studies 6–8 that you didn’t find time to finish earlier.

	Review the material you have studied so far, particularly studies 6–8.

	Make sure that your notes are updated, correct and neat.

	Write a short paragraph explaining to a church friend what Peter teaches his readers about living according to the will of God. Also explain what Jesus’ death and our water baptism have to with this godly life. Use your own words and don’t just copy the Bible, the textbook, or your notes. Use material from study 8.

	Prepare a devotion called “A life of blessing”. Base it on the answer to question 1 in study 7, and adapt it to the spiritual situation at your Bible college.

(Go to Answers 8)

Study 9: The suffering church, 4:12–19
Introduction 
The suffering of believers is a recurring theme in 1 Peter. In this study we will look at some aspects of Peter’s “doctrine of the suffering church.” That the church in this world must experience suffering is a truth that most believers struggle with. 
Read
1 Peter 4:12–19
Questions
	According to this passage, there are right and wrong ways for a Christian to suffer.  Explain how.

	How should a believers react when he suffers for Christ? Try to find all the seven points that Peter mentions in this text.

	Explain the two levels of joy in verse 13. Use your own words.

	The first half of verse 17 begins with the statement, For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God. It refers to the suffering of Christians. Paul made a similar statement as he encouraged the newly established churches during the return section of his first missionary journey: “We have to go through many afflictions to enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). This is a difficult concept for us to accept, but its background is found in the message of the Old Testament prophets. Look up Ezek 9:6; Zech 13:7–9; and Mal 3:1–5. Explain Peter’s statement in the context of these Old Testament prophecies.

	In the following verse (v 18), Peter quotes Prov 11:31 (in the Greek Septuagint version) in support of his “doctrine of the suffering church” introduced in the previous verse. Explain how.

	Verse 19 is the only place in the New Testament where God is called “Creator”. What is the significance of this for the suffering of believers in this world?

	How might verse 19 be both a comfort and a challenge to a believer who suffers because of his faith?

(Go to Answers 9)

Study 10: Clothed with humility, 5:1–11
Introduction 
In this passage, Peter delivers a series of exhortations about relationships within the church. A keyword is “humility.”
Read
1 Peter 5:1–11
Questions
	Who does Peter address in the first part of this passage (v 1–4)?

	How does Peter describe himself in v 1–4? What could be the implication of the expressions that he uses?

	Peter uses an Old Testament metaphor for leaders when he writes, Be shepherds of God’s flock (v 2; the two Kannada translations do not have “be shepherds” but kAyiri “take care of, watch over”). What does he say about the relationship between the shepherds and their flock in verse 2?

	Study the way Peter describes how church leaders should be (v 2–3). Put his expressions into two columns: “how they should be” to the left; and “how they should not be” to the right. Rephrase, if necessary, Peter’s expressions so that they fit into your columns.

	Use your own words to explain what Peter’s expressions in v 2–3 mean:

a.Overseer:
b.Willingly:
c.Eagerly:
d.Greed:
e.Lord over:
f.Be an example:
	Peter begins verse 5 with the phrase “in the same way.” What would be the implication of that?

	In the same verse (v 5), Peter explains why humility is so important. Explain his point using your own words.

	In the following verse (v 6), Peter explains the outcome (or result) of Christian humility. Explain his point using your own words.

	We can cast all our anxiety on God because he cares for us (v 7)? How can we know that this is a true statement? Note down your points.

	Why should believers be self-controlled and watchful (v 8)?

	Peter gives at least three reasons why it is possible for believers to resist the devil (v 9–10). What are they? Explain how they can help.

	How does Peter end this passage? What can we learn from this?

(Go to Answers 10)

Study 11: Final greetings, 5:12–14
Introduction 
We have now come to the end of Peter’s letter. In addition to the customary greetings, these final verses provide us with information about its background and a summary of its message and purpose.
Read
1 Peter 5:12–14
Questions
	How do you understand the expression “with the help of Silas” (v 12)?

	Peter summarizes the message of his letter in verse 12.

a.What are his two points?
b.Explain in your own words how these two points relate to each other.
	Who was Mark, my son (v 13)? Look up these references and write a paragraph about him: Acts 12:12, 25; 15:37–39; Col 4:10; 2 Tim 4:11.

	Use 1 Peter 3:8 to evaluate the relationship between Paul and his co-workers Barnabas and Mark (see the references in the previous question).

	Bible scholars don’t agree on how to understand the Greek expression about Babylon in verse 13 (most English translation have “She who is in Babylon” which is very close to the Greek text. The two Kannada translations have bAbilOninalliruva sabheyu). One reason for this is that the ancient city of Babylon had become very insignificant at this point in history. How do you think it should be understood?

	How does Peter end his letter?

	In chapter 5, Peter, three times, brings up the theme of suffering. His readers are facing the imminent threat of suffering. And the reason for this suffering is their Christian faith. But their suffering would end as soon as they turned their back on the church and returned to their previous pagan way of life. So it was a real temptation for many of the believers to become backsliders, to be  “devoured” by the devil, who is like a roaring lion. Peter ends his letter by exhorting his readers to stand fast in the grace of God (v 13). But earlier in the chapter he has described (through his many exhortations in 5:1–9) how he wants the believers to relate to one another in a church fellowship.

How could Peter’s teaching about church relationships in chapter 5 help you stand fast in your own faith? 
Library time suggestions
	Finish any question from studies 9–11 that you didn’t find time to finish earlier.

	Review the material you have studied so far, particularly studies 9–11.

	Make sure that your notes are updated, correct and neat.

	Do one of the following:

a.Write a paragraph explaining to a church friend what Peter teaches his readers about the the suffering church. Use your own words and don’t just copy the Bible, the textbook, or your notes. Use material from study 9.
b.Prepare a Bible study called The suffering church. Use what you have learned in the answers to study 9.
(Go to Answers 11)

Study 12: Think back on 1 Peter
Introduction 
Time has come for you to summarize 1 Peter. To be able to do so you must read through the whole letter one more time. Don’t let this discourage you! You will read the text with fresh eyes now that you have studied the individual passages in detail.
Read
1 Peter 1–5, but look at the questions below before you read. And keep them in mind as you read.
Questions
	Here are some key concepts in 1 Peter which you need to keep in mind as you do the next question (you may find additional references that I have not included):

a.God’s grace (1:1, 10, 13; 4:10; 5:5, 10, 12)
b.Life of believers in this world as scattered strangers (1:1, 6, 17; 2:11; 5:10)
c.Suffering, believers’ suffering as well as Christ’s suffering (1:6, 11; 2:19–23; 3:14, 17; 4:1, 12–16, 19; 5: 1, 9–10)
d.Jesus’ second coming, God’s day of judgment, and future eternal glory (1:4–5, 7, 9; 3:9; 4:5, 13; 5:1, 4, 10)
e.How to live godly lives on this earth (1:13–16, 22; 2:1–3, 12–20; 3:1–9, 15; 4:1–11; 5:1–9)
f.A doctrine of the church, in addition to points a and e above (2:1–4–12)
g.Jesus and what he has done for us (1:2–3, 18–21; 2:21–25; 3:18, 21–22)
	How would you summarize Peter’s message in 1 Peter? Write a few paragraphs. Don’t just make a list (like the one above). Use your own words. Structure your text so that it makes sense to a friend in your church.

(Go to Answers 12)

Introduction to 2 Peter
Author
The writer of this letter introduces himself as “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ” (1:1). This must refer to Peter, the disciple of Jesus – one of the first apostles and a leader of the early Jerusalem church.
So why do many modern Bible scholars think that the author must be somebody else, that some other person is writing a letter under the name of Peter (which was a common practice in in ancient times)? They base their claim on three main circumstances: 
	First, that the Greek language and style of writing are different from what we find in 1 Peter. So the same person cannot have written both letters. Consequently, if Peter wrote 1 Peter somebody else must have written 2 Peter using his name to give it more authority. 

	Second, the situation of the church and the issues dealt with in the letter reflect a later time – long after Peter was dead and gone. 

	Third, the reference to Paul’s letters (3:15–16) points to a later time, when Paul’s letter had been collected and were circulating in the churches.

So what can we say about these three points? How convincing are they really? I find them not very convincing at all. 
	We have already discussed the first point in Introduction to 1 Peter. It is true that the two letters attributed to Peter differ in language and style. But the differences are easy to explain. 1 Peter was written with the help of Silas, while 2 Peter was written by Peter himself toward the very end of his life. In addition, the different topics of the letters would influence style and language. 

	It is also true that 2 Peter uses words and concepts which are not found in other parts of the New Testament. But that doesn’t necessarily mean that they reflect a later historical time. Words and concepts have to do with issues and circumstances. The issues that 2 Peter brings up are also found in Paul’s life and letters, so they don’t necessarily belong to a later period – even if they have always been important and relevant to the church. But the circumstances are, of course, unique. More about this further down. 

	Finally, all of Paul’s letters had been written by this time, and we can assume that many of them were widely used in churches all over the Roman Empire.

In conclusion, we can confidently accept the opening sentence of the letter as a factual statement. Peter, the disciple of Jesus, is the author of 2 Peter. He belonged to the inner circle of disciples and was present on the mountain of Transfiguration (1:16–18; Matt 17:1–9). He wrote this letter shortly before his death (1:14). Peter was martyred in Rome around AD 65 during the persecutions under Emperor Nero.
Recipients
The letter mentions nothing specific about who it was written to. But in the opening verse, we find a general statement which shows that the recipients were people who shared Peter’s Christian faith. We also have a piece of information in 3:1: My beloved, this is now the second letter I have written to you. If Peter by this statement is referring to the letter called 1 Peter in our Bibles, then we can assume that the recipients were mainly Gentile background believers in four Roman provinces in Asia Minor: Pontus & Bithynia, Galatia, Cappadocia, and Asia (1 Pet 1:1).
The message of the letter
Peter is writing his letter to churches that are facing false teachers from within. This reminds us of Paul’s farewell speech to the Ephesian elders (note that Ephesus was the capital of the Roman province of Asia) some years earlier: I know that after I have gone, vicious wolves will enter among you and will not spare the flock. Even from among you men will come and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples to follow them (Acts 20:29–30). Now these “vicious wolves” had come. They were misleading the believers, and they were even destroying the reputation of the Christian church among the Gentiles. Peter deals with these problems like this: In the first chapter he reminds the believers of their faith in order to stimulate Christian growth and maturity. In the second chapter he describes – and condemns – the false teachers. Finally, in the third chapter he ascertains the second coming of Jesus, thereby dealing with one of the issues that had caused the problems in the churches.
Questions
	Explain three reasons why many Bible scholars don’t accept that 2 Peter was written by the apostle Peter.

	How would you refute these Bible scholars?

	When and where do you think Peter wrote this letter? Give your reasons.

	Why did Peter write this letter?

(Go to Answers to Introduction to 2 Peter)

Reading of 2 Peter
Introduction
Before we study the various passages of 2 Peter in detail, it is important that you get a feeling for the book as a whole – its literary style, its vocabulary, its main themes, its style of argument. To achieve this, you need to read through the whole book from beginning to end in one session.
Work in groups of two or three. Read through the whole book. After you have done so, answer the questions below. Don’t bother about any details, and don’t get stuck with matters that you don’t understand.
Questions
	List at least two topics from each of the three chapters.

	Most people find 2 Peter a challenging book. Note down 2–3 challenges for you personally.

	Many people find 2 Peter a difficult book to read. What difficulties did you experience?

	How would you describe the “tone” or the “mood” of the book? Just note down a few key words.

	Perhaps you came across a few expressions or “doctrines” that you found confusing or difficult to digest – and that you would like this course to clarify. Make a list of  these expressions or “doctrines.”

(Go to Answers to Reading of 2 Peter)

Study 13: Salutation, 1:1–2
Introduction 
In this short introduction to his letter, the author presents himself, describes to whom he is writing and proclaims his blessing over them.
Read
2 Peter 1:1–2 
Questions
	These two verses contain three “topics.” What are they?

	How does Peter describe himself and what is the significance of this description?

	What do we learn about the recipients of this letter – and about their faith? Explain the words that Peter uses to describe them.

	What do we learn about Jesus in these two verses?

	What do you find interesting or remarkable about the blessing that Peter has for his readers (v 2)?

(Go to Answers 13)

Study 14: Make your calling and election sure, 1:3–11
Introduction 
This a rich passage. It links faith (understood as “knowledge of him,” or a personal relationship with Jesus Christ) with godliness or how to live a godly life. To know Jesus personally will result in a godly life characterized by attitudes such as goodness, self-control, perseverance, brotherly kindliness, and love. These Christian virtues will show our friends and neighbors that we belong to Jesus.
Read
2 Peter 1:3–11
Questions
	A key word in verse 3 is “power,” and a key word in verse 4 is “promises.” So what do we learn about Jesus’ “power” and “promises” in these verses? Use you own words as much as possible.

	Peter writes that God has given us “everything needed for life and godliness” (v 3). How do you think a non-Christian friend or neighbor understands the term “godliness”?

	Go through this passage (v 3–11) and make a list of what Peter says about godliness. It will be quite long!

	Peter writes in verse 4 that – because of God’s promises – we as believers may partake in the divine nature and escape corruption in the world. What does he then expect us to do to nurture our own holy living (v 5–7)?

	How do knowledge of Jesus and godly living relate to each other (v 8–9)?

	What do you think it means for a person to be called and elected by God (v 10–11)? State the reasons for your conclusions.

	How do you – in the light of your answers to the previous questions – understand Peter’s exhortation, “Make you calling and election sure” (v 10)? 

	What are the promises to those who keep this exhortation (v 10–11)?

(Go to Answers 14)
 

Study 15: Remember the witnesses, 1:12–21
Introduction 
Peter’s second letter was written toward the end of his life. He knew that this could be his last message to his readers. So he reminds them of their faith. He also directs them to reference points – witnesses – that would help them keep on believing. 
Read
2 Peter 1:12–21
Questions
	What does Peter know about his own future, and how has he come to this knowledge?

	What metaphorical phrases does Peter use to describe death (v 12–15)? Explain how they should be understood.

	Look at your answers to the previous question. How would you describe Peter’s attitude to his own death?

	A key word (or concept) occurs three times in v 12–15. Which word is that, and what would be the significance of this repetition?

	What conclusions can we draw about Peter’s pastoral concern from v 12–15?

	Peter thinks it is right to refresh the memory of his readers (v 13). What does he remind them of (v 16–21)?

	Peter refers to Jesus’ transfiguration in 1:16–18. Also read Matt 17:1–8. Use these two texts and list the ways in which this event revealed Christ’s majesty.

	What difference would it make to those who knew Peter that his teachings about Jesus came from an eyewitness of his majesty?

	Peter makes use of metaphors in v 19–21. What are they and how do you understand them?

	What does 1:19–21 show us about the origin of the Old Testament?

	What can we who teach and preach in South India today learn from this study for our teaching and preaching ministries? Make a list and give your reasons.

(Go to Answers 15) 

Study 16: Beware of false teachers, 2:1–9
Introduction 
We live in a country where religion is part of our cultural heritage. We either belong to the “Hindu community” or to one of the other “communities” – Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist or whatever. 
We also live in an age when “modern” and “secular” people think that a good religion is any faith that will give you comfort or make you happy. 
In addition, we as South Indian Christian believers live in a society where we are exposed to a variety of Christian beliefs. We watch God Cannel on TV with speakers from all kinds of international denominations. We visit crusades and conferences organized by speakers whose theological background we know very little about. We read spiritual books and magazines with appealing titles but expressing unclear ideologies. So we are constantly influenced by what we watch, hear, and read.
Finally, in some of our own churches self-made pastors (and guest speakers) proclaim thoughts and doctrines of a very personal flavor – but not always biblical and sound.
What is true and what is false? Can Christianity be whatever you want it to be? Or, are there doctrines and truths in the Christian faith that cannot be changed? And doctrines and truths that cannot be removed? If they are changed – or removed – can what is left still be called “Christianity”? Or, has it become “non-Christian”?
The apostle Peter had a very strong opinion about questions like these. He claimed that some doctrines are true Christianity. He also claimed that other doctrines are false – and therefore not Christian at all. In the second chapter of his letter, Peter continues to prepare his readers to persevere in their faith even after his death. He challenges them to learn the difference between truth and falsehood. He also addresses the dangers of heresy and false teachers, who tempt believers to follow them and their doctrines.
Read
2 Peter 2:1–9
Questions
	What can we understand from verse 1 about the presence of false teachers in the church?

	Peter gives five characteristics of a false teacher (v 1–3). These will help us identify false teachers in the church. What are they? Use your own words as much as possible.

	What can we understand from verse 3 about God’s attitude to false teachers?

	What biblical event do you think “angels that sinned” refers to (v 4)? 

	What would be Peter’s point of mentioning the sinful angels?

	How is Noah described (v 5)? Do you find anything remarkable about this description (compare Gen 6: 9–7:1)?

	What picture does Peter paint of Lot (v 6–8)?

	What do you think Peter wants his readers to learn from the three Old Testament events that he mentions in v 4–9?

Library time suggestions
	Finish any question from studies 12–16 that you didn’t find time to finish earlier.

	Review the material you have studied so far, particularly studies 11–16 and Introduction to 2 Peter.

	Make sure that your notes are updated, correct and neat.

	Write a short paragraph explaining to a church friend what Peter teaches his readers about the two witnesses to our Christian faith, the New Testament witness and the Old Testament witness. Use your own words and don’t just copy the Bible, the textbook, or your notes. Use material from study 15.

	Prepare a Bible study Make your calling and election sure. Base it on the answers to questions 6 and 7 in study 14.

(Go to Answers 16)

Study 17: Recognize false teachers, 2:10–22
Introduction 
Peter uses colorful imagery and harsh words in order to help his readers recognize the false teachers, who have emerged in the churches and who are trying to lead the believers astray with false promises of spiritual freedom. 
Read
2 Peter 2:10–22
Questions
	Explain the point that Peter is making in the first half of verse 10.

	In this passage, Peter makes use of imagery (similes, metaphors and proverbial sayings) to describe and characterize the false teachers. Make a list of all these and explain what they mean.

	What characteristics should alert us that we are encountering a false teacher (v 10–19)? Make a list.

	Go through your answers to the previous question. Why might some people be attracted to teachers with these characteristics? Write down your conclusions. 

	How might “freedoms” become another form of slavery? Note down your conclusions.

	Compare Christ’s work as presented in 1:1–4 with the freedom and slavery of 2:19. In what way is the gift that Christ offers different from the things that the false teachers offer? Note down your conclusions.

	Depending on their theological background, Bible scholars interpret v 20–22 about the “career” of the false teachers differently. Which are the two possible interpretations? Which one do you prefer, and why?

(Go to Answers 17)

Study 18: Remember the promise, 3:1–7
Introduction
Peter’s purpose with the third chapter of his second letter is to prepare his readers for Christ’s return. Peter speaks of an end. But it is an end with a hope.
This world will end sometime, somehow, as God has promised in his Word. Sometimes that promise seems like a threat – like a cruel end to a life full of hope and unfulfilled dreams. But at other times, when we experience trouble and difficulties and find no solution to our plight – then that promise of an end feels like a welcome relief.
Read
2 Peter 3:1–7
Questions
	Peter begins this passage by stating his purpose with his two letters. Explain what he says in your own words.

	What does Peter want his readers to base their “sincere mind” on (v 2)? Explain what he means in your own words.

	Summarize in a couple of sentences the contents of chapter 3 (the whole chapter). Use your own words.

	In verse 3, Peter uses the expression “in the last days”. What does this expression refer to in the New Testament?

	Verse 4 says that scoffers will ask, “Where is the promise of his coming?” Read the promises in John 14:1–3 and Acts 1:6–11. Then answer these two questions:

a.If you were living thirty years (one whole generation) after Christ’s death and resurrection, what questions would you be asking about his return?
b.What questions do you ask now almost two thousand years later?
	Peter claims that the scoffers “deliberately ignore” something (v 5). Explain in your own words what it is that they ignore.

	What do we learn about “the day of judgment” from verse 7? Use your own words to explain what Peter says.

(Go to Answers 18)

Study 19: It will come like a thief, 3:8–10
Introduction 
Peter quotes Ps 90:4 to explain why Jesus has not yet returned: 
	For a thousand years in your sight
		are like yesterday,
		or like a watch in the night. 
God’s time perspective is different from ours. But God’s personality is also different from ours. When we realize these differences, we will understand why Jesus has not come back yet. But when the Day of the Lord comes, it will be both unexpected and sudden.
Read
2 Peter 3:8–10
Questions
	What does Peter tell his readers not to forget? Put it in your own words.

	What reasons does Peter offer for a delay in Christ’s return?

	The scoffers are wrong on two points (v 3–9). What are they?

	There are two similes in this passage. What are they, and how do you understand them?

	What do we learn about the Day of the Lord from verse 10? Use your own words.

Library time suggestions
	Finish any question from studies 17–19 that you didn’t find time to finish earlier.

	Review the material you have studied so far, particularly studies 17–19.

	Make sure that your notes are updated, correct and neat.

	Write a short paragraph explaining to a church friend what Peter teaches his readers about how to identify a false teacher in the church. Use your own words and don’t just copy the Bible, the textbook, or your notes. Use material from study 17.

	Prepare a Bible study called Remember the promise. Base it on study 18, and adapt it to the spiritual situation of the South Indian church.

(Go to Answers 19)

Study 20: Look forward, 3:11–18
Introduction 
In the first part of chapter 3, Peter reminded his readers of the certainty of the Day of the Lord in spite of  what scoffers and false teachers say – and in spite of all the years that have passed since Jesus’ ascension into heaven.
This assurance that Jesus will come – and that his coming will be both sudden and unexpected – must make a difference to the believers’ attitude to life in this present world. Peter now devotes the last part of his letter to reminding his readers about this. It is about the church in a world that is doomed to destruction. It is about the church looking forward to the Day of the Lord and a new heaven and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.
Read
2 Peter 3:11–18
Questions
	What four mistakes will the last-day scoffers make (v 4–11)? Use your own words.

	What words and phrases throughout chapter 3 help describe the Day of the Lord? Make a list. It will be long!

	Notice the question in verse 11, What manner of persons ought you to be? What answers to that question do you find in this passage (v 11–18)? Make a list. Also try to explain Peter’s points.

	Explain what Peter says about Paul and his letters (v 15–16).

	How does Peter end his letter?

(Go to Answers 20)

Study 21: Think back on 2 Peter
Introduction 
Time has come for you to summarize 2 Peter. To be able to do so you must read through the whole letter one more time. Don’t let this discourage you! You will read the text with fresh eyes now that you have studied the individual passages in detail.
Read
2 Peter 1–3, but look at the questions below before you read. And keep them in mind as you read.
Questions
	Here are some key concepts in 2 Peter which you need to keep in mind as you do the next question:

a.A life of godliness (1:3–11)
b.Remember the basics (1:12–15)
c.The two witnesses to Christian doctrine and holy living (1:16–21)
d.False teachers and God’s judgment (2:1–9) 
e.Characterization of the false teachers (2:10–22)
f.The Day of the Lord (3:1–10)
g.The kind of people we ought to be (3:11–18)
	How would you summarize Peter’s message in 2 Peter? Write a few paragraphs. Don’t just make a list (like the one above). Use your own words. Structure your text so that it makes sense to a friend in your church.

(Go to Answers 21)
Answers

Answers to Introduction to 1 Peter
Notes to the teacher
	Do not spend much time on this introduction. Half of the first lesson should be enough. But allow enough time for the students to digest the essentials.

	Don’t make the students memorize all the details. It is sufficient if they learn a few things as a general background to their study of the book. They can come back to this lesson later, perhaps at the end of the course.

	Try to cover this introduction as you casually interact with the students. So let the students find answers to the questions in dialogue with you. Don’t lecture or “teach”!

	You can reinforce the students’ learning by letting them read through the whole introduction once more during library time.

Answers to the questions
	Silas must have played a key role in the writing of 1 Peter:

a.Peter says so in 5:12: With the help of Silas … I have written to you.
b.The Greek language of the letter is too good to have been written by a Jewish fisherman like Peter. Silas was probably a diaspora Jew with an excellent knowledge of Greek.
	We assume that 1 Peter was written from Rome after AD 62:

a.She who is in Babylon in 5:13 must refer to a local church fellowship. “Babylon” is very likely a code name for Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire, where Peter seems to have been ministering during the years that preceded his martyrdom around AD 65 during the persecutions under Emperor Nero. 
There were two geographical “Babylons” in New Testament times, one on the Euphrates river and one in Egypt. But as far as church historians know, there were no Christian churches there. In addition, Peter doesn’t seem to have visited those places.
b.We know from the book of Acts that Paul was in captivity in Rome AD 60–62. Peter does not mention Paul’s name in his letter. This indicates that Paul had already left Rome. Paul returned to Rome a couple of years later, where he too – according to church traditions – was martyred.
	The recipients of 1 Peter would most probably have been Gentile background believers:

a.Peter makes references to their previous life as idol worshipers involved in various traditional pagan practices.
b.The expression “scattered” in 1:1 should not be understood as referring to the Jewish diaspora. Instead it is Peter’s way of theologically describing the church in this world as scattered strangers living in a foreign country. 
c.The fact that 1 Peter contains many Old Testament references cannot be used to claim that the recipients of the letter were of Jewish background. Instead it reflects Peter’s own Jewish background – and the fact that the Christian faith has Old Testament roots.
	Peter most probably wrote this letter to strengthen Christian believers in their faith. These believers, who lived in four Roman provinces in what is today Turkey, were facing opposition and persecution.

(Go to Reading of 1 Peter)

Answers to Reading of 1 Peter
Notes to the teacher
	Don’t neglect this first step of the study of 1 Peter! Use the first lesson of the course to let the students read through the whole book in one sitting. Make them work in groups of two or three. Let them take turns reading.

	Don’t “teach” the answers to the questions! The main purpose of the questions is to help the students read with attention and to quickly reflect on what they have read. Just check that they have tried to answer the questions. 

	Evaluate the way the students have answered the questions! It will give you a picture of the level of understanding of the students. That picture will help you adapt your teaching to the needs of the students.

	Note down the issues raised by the students in question 5! Make sure that you cover them as you work through the studies. Tell the students to remind you, if you forget.

Comments to Questions
	Here are some important themes in 1 Peter. Note that some of them are interconnected:

a.The suffering of believers
b.The Christian hope
c.The church in this world
d.How believers should live in times of persecution and suffering
e.Holy living
f.How to live as people of God in this world
g.The unity of believers
	Here are some of the challenges that I find in 1 Peter:

a.Peter’s teaching on Christian suffering
b.Peter’s teaching on Christian living in this world
c.Peter’s teaching on the believers as “scattered strangers in this world”
d.Peter’s focus on submission and humility
e.Peter’s whole perspective on the Christian church is so different from what we are used to today.
	Here are some the difficulties I find 1 Peter:

a.The text is very “compact.” This makes it very difficult to unfold the various points that Peter is making.
b.Peter doesn’t always explain his points. This makes me uncertain of what he is trying to convey.
c.Sometimes I find that I lack background knowledge. So I end up guessing what Peter is telling his readers.
	I would describe the “tone” or the “mood” of the book with words like these: challenging, full of deep theology, serious, comforting, encouraging, hopeful. 

	–

(Go to Study 1)

Answers 1: Greeting, 1:1–2
Note to the teacher
Question 6 is difficult. Make sure that your students don’t end up in a doctrine of “predestination” (which means that God has ordained some people for salvation and others for destruction). Prepare yourself so you can tackle this question in a balanced way.
Answers to the questions
	We can learn about Peter from two different sources:

a.The New Testament:
	His real name was Simon. Jesus gave him the additional Aramaic name “Cephas,” which means “rock.” This becomes “Peter” in Greek. He is often called “Simon Peter” in the gospels.

	He was a fisherman before Jesus called him to follow him. So he became a “fisher of men.”

	He became one of the twelve disciples of Jesus, one of the apostles. He also belonged to Jesus’ closest circle of friends.

	He confessed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matt 16:16). But soon afterwards he was rebuked by Jesus when he tried to prevent Jesus from fulfilling his destiny (Matt 16:23).

	He was with Jesus on the mountain of transfiguration (Matt 17).

	He denied Jesus (John 18), but was later forgiven and reinstalled in the ministry (John 21).

	He was the leader of the early church in Jerusalem (Acts 1). 

	He was a great speaker and preacher (Acts 2).

	He was bold and stood firm in times of persecution (Acts 3–4).

	He was a supervisor of the revival in Samaria (Acts 8).

	He was criticized for his missionary methods by his fellow leaders (Acts 10–11).

	He was imprisoned by king Herod Agrippa I and miraculously set free  from jail (Acts 12).

	He supported Paul’s missionary activities to the Gentiles (Acts 15). This happened in AD 49. There are no records in the New Testament of his later activities.

	He is mentioned by Paul in two of his letters, in Galatians and in 1 Corinthians (which was written around AD 55).

b.Church history and tradition:
	He came to Rome, probably soon after Paul’s first imprisonment there (AD 60–62).

	His teaching about Jesus is recorded in Mark’s gospel.

	He was in Rome during the time of Emperor Nero and the great fire that destroyed much of the city.

	He was still in Rome during the time of persecution that followed the fire. At this time both Paul and Peter were martyred. Paul was beheaded and Peter was crucified upside down (because he didn’t want to die in the same way as Jesus).

	According to the apocryphal (non-biblical) book “The Acts of Peter” he fled Rome to avoid martyrdom. Along the road outside the city he meets the risen Jesus. Peter asks Jesus, “Quo vadis?” This is Latin for “Where are you going?” Jesus replies, “I am going to Rome to be crucified again.” When Peter hears this, he takes courage and returns to Rome to continue his ministry there until the day when he is martyred.

	From this text we learn about Peter that he regarded himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ. The word “apostle” means “messenger, ambassador.” Jesus commissioned apostles to proclaim the gospel and continue his ministry. 

	These two verses contain three “topics.” They are:

a.The author (Peter)
b.The recipients of the letter
c.A blessing from Peter to the recipients
	This is how Peter describes the situation of his readers:

a.They are strangers in the world, scattered throughout four provinces (in present-day Turkey) of the Roman Empire.
b.They belong to God. God elected and chose them. They were sanctified by the Spirit. They were obedient to Jesus and cleansed by his blood.
	Your own church fellowship in Peter’s description. My comment:

I think most Bible-believing churches would recognize themselves in the second point. They belong to God. The believers have experienced a transformation from their old sinful life to a new life. This transformation took place when they believed in Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross and accepted him as their personal Savior. This transformation (Peter here calls it sanctification) is the work of the Holy Spirit.
But I also think than many churches do not recognize themselves in the first point. They do not feel like strangers in this world. They are established. They try to get properties and construct buildings, They start institutions. The believers embrace the ambitions of their neighbors. They want good education and well paid jobs. They desire money and clothes, two-wheelers and four-wheelers, property and houses.
	The doctrine of “election” found in this passage cannot mean that God has decided that only some people will be saved because he has not elected everybody for salvation. No, God wants everybody to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:4). The truth is that God has chosen all people to receive his salvation through Jesus Christ. That was God’s plan  (or God’s choice, compare 1:20) from the very beginning. But God’s choosing is conditioned by our acceptance. Unless we accept his offer of salvation through the atoning death of Jesus on the cross, God’s plan and will for our lives cannot be fulfilled.

Reflections
Peter often packs a lot of information (even “deep theology”) into just one sentence. This creates difficulties for Bible translators (which you will find when you compare different translations) and sometimes confusion for Bible readers. So as readers we need to “unpack” Peter’s sentences in order to understand his message correctly. This is true with this passage where Peter shows us the triune God at work for the salvation of the church.
God the Father’s plan for the salvation of mankind was set in place from the very beginning. The Father doesn’t want any of his children to perish. He has elected us all for salvation.
God the Son Jesus brings us salvation through his blood that was shed for us as he died on the cross. When we are obedient to his call and accept him as our personal Savior, the Father’s plan for our salvation is implemented.
God the Holy Spirit performs the transformation in our lives, when we accept Jesus as our Savior. It is his work of sanctification that we experience when our hearts are changed and our old sinful life is washed away by the blood of Jesus.
Peter’s description of the church as consisting of scattered strangers in the world has been very challenging for believers throughout church history. We must always remember that we have our citizenship in heaven (Phil 3:20). We do not belong to this world. We are just pilgrims on this earth. We must always be ready to leave. As individuals we have no guarantee that we will be alive tomorrow. Disaster in the form of accident or sickness can strike us any day. We must always be ready for our departure from this world. As the body of Christ, the universal church, we must always look beyond life in this world. We must always eagerly expect the return from heaven of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ (Phil 3:20).
(Go to Study 2)

Answers 2: A living hope, 1:3–12
Notes to the teacher
In verse 9 we find the Greek word telos. It has a variety of meanings (“end, result, outcome, finish, goal”). The English NIV has translates it “goal.” Kannada NIBV has phala (fruit, result) and Kannada JV antyaphala (final result). 
Peter’s words about the prophets and their message of grace (v 10–12) have been understood in various ways. You may find the five points in my answer to question 8 useful.
Answers to the questions
	Peter praises God for what he has done for us.

	This is what has Jesus done for us (v 3–4):

a.He has saved us (given us a new birth).
b.He has given us a living hope in Christ. The hope is “living” because Jesus lives (our hope is through his resurrection).
c.He has brought us into his eternal kingdom (An incorruptible and undefiled inheritance that will never fade away, which is kept in heaven for us).
	We understand three things about the living hope from this passage (v 4–5):

a.It is a hope based on the resurrection of Jesus (v 3). So it is based on a historical fact. It is anchored in the past: Jesus rose from the dead.
b.It is a hope that remains in the present: Jesus lives.
c.It is a hope that will be completed in the future: Jesus is coming back.
	Peter makes three points about the life of believers in this world (v 5–6):

a.It may be a life of suffering and trials (v 6).
b.But God has power to protect us through this suffering as we have faith in Christ (v 5).
c.So we should rejoice (v 6).
	The end to the suffering of the believers will come when God’s work of salvation is completed at the second coming of Jesus (v 5).

	Peter mentions two purposes of the suffering of the believers (v 7):

a.Suffering tests the faith of believers.
b.The successful passing of the test of suffering of the believers will bring glory to God at the return of Jesus.
	We can learn five things about our Christian faith from v 7–9:

a.Our faith is of great value (more precious than gold, v 7).
b.Suffering in this world will prove that our faith is genuine (v 7).
c.The result of our faith is praise, glory, and honor (v 7) – not to us, but to God!
d.Our faith is in Jesus (v 8).
e.The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls (v 9).
	We can understand five main points about the Old Testament prophetic word about salvation from v 10–12:

a.The Old Testament prophets really did speak about God’s salvation through Jesus (v 10).
b.But they had a limited understanding of the time and circumstances of this salvation (v 11).
c.They also knew that they had a message of grace and salvation – not for themselves but – for future generations (v 12).
d.The Holy Spirit (the Spirit of Christ) spoke through them about Christ’s suffering and exultation/glorification ( v 11).
e.The New Testament teachers, preachers and writers confirmed the Old Testament prophetic word about grace and salvation (see the previous points), as they preached the gospel about Jesus Christ (v 12).
Reflections
What do we modern-day believers anchor our hope to? Do we put our trust in our own talents and resources? Or is it our family background and our qualifications that give us our hope of a great future? In this passage, Peter makes it very clear that our only hope for a truly great future lies in Christ Jesus. There can only be one genuine eternal goal for our lives – the ultimate salvation of our souls. This salvation lies in the future. It will be consummated at the return of Jesus and the manifestation of the full glory of God’s eternal kingdom. But the guarantee of that future event lies in the past and the present. Our hope is anchored to the historical facts of Jesus’ earthly life, his suffering on the cross, his death and resurrection. Our hope is also anchored to the fact that Jesus is alive today. We have a “living hope” because Jesus lives in our lives. If we nourish this living hope, if we hold on to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ – then we can face the future with confidence.
We don’t like suffering. And we don’t easily accept why God allows his people to suffer in this world. Peter himself had experienced suffering. The first readers of his letter were experiencing suffering. All through church history, good and faithful believers have experienced suffering. In this passage, Peter explains a few aspects of Christian suffering, and he will come back to the same topic later in his letter. At this point, I would just like to remind us of four things: 
	Our suffering is limited. It will be over when life in this world is over. There will be no suffering in the world to come. 

	God will not allow us to suffer beyond our capacity. He is faithful to his people, and he will take us through our present sufferings and bring us into his glorious new heaven and new earth. 

	Suffering is not all bad. As the fire purifies gold, so suffering purifies a believer. Suffering can strengthen us and make us more useful in service to God. 

	Our suffering can bring glory to God. If we handle our sufferings with true Christian humility as imitators of Christ, God will be glorified. Also, our faithfulness to God in the midst of our earthly sufferings, will prove his faithfulness to us – and as a result, he will be glorified at the return of Jesus Christ.

We should not ignore the testimony of the prophetic word of the Old Testament. The Old Testament undoubtedly points forward to God’s great plan of bringing salvation to mankind through Jesus. The Holy Spirit spoke through the prophets of old – often in ways that were not clear to them. This becomes evident as we study the New Testament texts and see how Jesus and the apostles quote words from the Old Testament in support of their teachings about His birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension. 
(Go to Study 3)

Answers 3: Be holy, 1:13–2:3
Notes to the teacher
This study helps us see the link between salvation and holy living. It also shows us the importance of the word of God for our spiritual growth.
The first session of the retreat (see the Retreat section of this book) will deepen the students’ understanding of what a life of holiness would entail in the South Indian context.
Answers to the questions
	“Therefore” (v 13) links the previous passage (which is about our salvation) to this new passage (which is about Christian living). The point that Peter makes is that we who have received God’s salvation must show evidence of this by our changed lives. The lives of believers must be characterized by self-control, endurance, and holiness.

	Peter uses a lot of imperatives in this passage. This verb form is used to give commands, directions, and exhortations. The English NIV translation has 5 imperatives in v 13–16. How many do you find in your Kannada Bibles?

	Here is a list of Peter’s commands and exhortations in v 13–16:

a.Prepare your minds for action: This means that you should get ready to do something as a consequence of your salvation. 
b.Discipline yourselves: This means that you should not be rash so that you act on your impulses. Instead, you should have a clear head. You should have sound judgment in all areas of life.
c.Set your hope fully on the grace brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed: This means that you should keep you eyes on Jesus and his impending return. Your hope (and trust) must not be in worldly matters, but in Jesus and his second coming.
d.Do not be conformed to the evil desires you had when you lived in your ignorance: This means that your life as a Christian believer must be different from the life you lived before you turned to Jesus. Your old life was a life in ignorance of God’s holiness and God’s expectations. It was controlled by bad habits and evil desires. Your new life must reflect the principles of the kingdom of God. Jesus is now your role model, not the people around you.
e.Be holy in all your behavior: This means that you must be different from the sinners around you, just as God is different from the useless idols of the nations. You are now set apart to serve a holy God. This holiness affects everything: your person and your actions.
	Peter gives two reasons why believers should live their lives with reverent fear as scattered strangers in this world (v 17–19):

a.Because we belong to a God (whom we call our Father) who is an impartial judge of our actions.
b.Because we have been saved (redeemed) from our old futile way of living which we inherited from our forefathers.
	We learn five things about Jesus Christ from v 18–21:

a.Jesus is the sacrificial lamb who has redeemed us from our old sinful lives.
b.God chose Jesus for this redemptive task before the creation of the world.
c.But this mission that Jesus had was concealed. Jesus was only revealed at the end of the ages.
d.God raised Jesus from the dead and gave him glory.
e.Our faith and hope in God is through Jesus.
	Peter gives only one main reason for us to have genuine love for our brothers (v 22–23): It is a consequence of our salvation. Because of our salvation, we have a deep love for our fellow believers. Peter uses two expressions for this salvation: First, You have purified your souls by obeying the truth (v 22). Second, You have been born again through the living and enduring word of God (v 23).

	Peter quotes Is 40:6–8 in support of his argument in v 23 that God’s word is enduring. God is faithful to his word.

	The word “therefore” in 2:1 links Peter’s previous teaching about God’s word (1:23) with his exhortation (in 2:1–2) to his readers to grow spiritually. Because they have received God’s word and been born again, they should now “grow into salvation”. 

	The simile that Peter uses to illustrate spiritual growth (v 2) can be explained like this: Spiritual growth is compared with the growth of a baby. Babies crave milk. In the same way newborn believers should long for pure spiritual milk. This refers to the word of God. The Greek for “you may grow” (Kannada NIBV nIvu beLeyuva hAge) is in the passive. This shows that it is God who makes us grow through his word. 

Peter gives one more reason for the new believer to long for the spiritual milk: God is good, so the new believer desires to grow in knowledge of him.
Reflections
I would like to briefly reflect on four points that Peter raises in this passage:
Salvation results in “holy life.” In other words, there cannot be any “holy living” in the true meaning of the word, unless we have first experienced God’s salvation. Peter uses a variety of expressions to describe this salvation: sanctification by the Holy Spirit (1:2), sprinkling of the blood of Jesus (1:2), new birth into a living hope (1:3), God’s grace to us (1:10), redemption from the futile way of life handed down from our ancestors (1:18), our purification by obeying God’s truth (1:22), being born again of an imperishable seed (1:23). 
The time perspective of God’s salvation plan is mind-boggling. Jesus was chosen for our salvation even before the creation of the world (1:20). This means that before man was created and long before man had fallen into sin, God had already set in motion his plan for our salvation. God has chosen us for salvation (1:2) in the same way as he has chosen Jesus to be our Savior (1:20). Paul puts it like this, But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth (2 Thess 2:13).
In 1:17 Peter picks up his thought from verse 1 as he describes the life of Christian believers in this world. A Greek word in verse 1 means “temporary resident, refugee.” And a similar word in verse 17 means “a stay among strangers.” We need to remember this truth: God’s people are just temporary residents in this world. We live among strangers. While we do this, our lives should reflect two feelings: First, we must have a reverent fear of God (1:17). This doesn’t means that we are afraid of God. No, we honor, respect and love him as our Father in heaven who has shown us his grace and love by sending his Son to redeem us. Second, our hearts must be filled with longing, as we look forward with joy and expectation to the glorious return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the the final salvation of our souls (1:8–9), and to the new heaven and the new earth which God has planned for us.
The initial sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit as we accept Jesus as our personal Savior (1:2) is only the beginning, the baby stage, of our Christian lives. God expects us to grow up in our salvation (2:3), to grow in holiness. For this we need “pure spiritual milk” (2:2). We need to feed on the word of God.
(Go to Study 4) (Go to Retreat session 1)

Answers 4: God’s own people, 2:4–10
Notes to the teacher
The students (and you!) may find this study difficult. There are at least three reasons for that:
	The many images (similes and metaphors). Questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 all touch on the use of imagery.

	The rich Old Testament background. Questions 1, 2, 5 and 8 all touch on this background.

	The way the three Old Testament quotations are used. Question 5 deals with this.

So, I have two important pieces of advice for you:
	Prepare well before you work on this study with the students. Go through all the questions and look up all the references before you face the students.

	Don’t rush through this study. Give the students plenty of time to look up references and to find the answers to the questions. Be patient with the students if they keep on asking you for explanations and clarifications.

Answers to the questions
	We learn these things about Jesus in v 4:

a.Peter calls him the living stone. We will come back to this metaphor (which is based on Is 28:16) in the next question, and in question 5.
b.He was rejected by men (an allusion on Ps 118:22; see also question 5).
c.He was chosen by God – and precious to him (a quotation from Is 28:16; see also question 5).
	I understand the metaphor “a living stone” (v 4) like this: Peter has taken the metaphor “stone” from three Old Testament passages (see more about this in question 5). Then he has added the word “living” to remind his readers that Jesus is resurrected and active. But “living” also reminds us of the expressions “living water” (John 4:10–14) and “living bread” (John 6:51). When Jesus used these expressions about himself , his message was that he is the giver of life, eternal life.

	I understand the metaphorical expression “a spiritual house” (v 5) like this: 

a.“House” is often used in the Old Testament about a nation or a group of people (a family), for example: the house of Israel (Josh 21:45; Ps 98:3; Is 14:12) and the house of David (1 Kings 14:8; Is 16:5). So Peter is telling the recipients of his letter that they all belong together as a nation or as a family. 
b.Peter then uses “spiritual” to point out two things: First, that he is not writing about a real building, but about a metaphorical house – a people. Second, these people (the believers whom Peter is writing to) are “spiritual” because the Holy Spirit dwells in them. Every stone (believer) that lives in the “house” (the church) has been made alive by the Holy Spirit.
	It can be understood from v 5 that Jesus Christ is the priest of the spiritual temple and the holy priesthood that the believers constitute (v 4–5): It is through him that spiritual sacrifices are offered to God.

	Peter uses the quotations from Is 28:16 (v 6), Ps 118:22 (v 7) and Is 8:14 (v 8) to support his teaching about Jesus like this:

a.Is 28:16: In this verse the Lord is explaining to the Israelites who he is: He has been tested and he can be trusted. And he is the Rock on whom the people of Israel can build. Peter applies this verse to Jesus. Jesus is the living rock on whom the church is built. Whoever trusts in him will not be put to shame.
b.Ps 118:22: Psalm 118 is a hymn of thanksgiving for deliverance from enemies, v 1–21 probably spoken by a king from the line of David, v 22–27 probably spoken by the people. If this understanding is correct, “the stone the builders rejected” and who “has become a cornerstone” refers to the king who was rejected by the enemies but reinstalled by God. Jesus applies this verse to himself (Matt 21:42) with reference to his rejection by the Jewish leaders. In the same way, Peter applies it to Jesus in his speech before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:11). Here in 1 Peter, he also emphasizes the contrast between those who believe in Jesus (to whom he is precious, v 7) and those who reject him (supported by the next quotation).
c.Is 8:14: This verse is part of a message from God to the Israelites. The stone that “makes men stumble and makes them fall” is the Lord Almighty. Peter applies this statement to Jesus, who has become a stumbling block to those who didn’t believe in him, and brought about their fall.
	A person can become part of the spiritual house and the holy priesthood by coming (to the living stone) in faith (v 4, 7). He is thereby united with Christ, and he becomes a living stone joined to the living cornerstone.

	Peter describes the ministry of God’s people like this:

a.They offer spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus (v 5). Peter does not elaborate on what he means. But his words remind me of Paul: Therefore, I beseech you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God. This is your spiritual worship (Rom 12:1).
b.They declare the praises of God for what he has done with them (v 9).
	Most of the expressions describing the church have Old Testament background. Here are my comments on the OT references:

a.A chosen people (v 9): Is 43:10, 20; 44:1–3. As Israel was called God’s chosen people during Old Testament times, so the church (those who believe in Jesus Christ) is called God’s chosen, or elect, in the New Testament (compare Paul in Eph 1:4). 
b.A royal priesthood (v 9): Ex 19:6. In the Old Testament, God called the Israelites to be wholly consecrated to him and to serve him (compare Is 61:6). Peter perhaps had these Old Testament priestly functions in mind as he applied the title “priesthood” to the church: 1. To reflect the holiness of God and of their high priest Jesus (compare 1:15; Heb 7:6; 10:10); 2. To offer spiritual sacrifices (this verse); 3. To intercede for others before God; 4. To represent God before the people.
c.A holy nation (v 9): Ex 19:6; Deut 28:8. In the Old Testament, God called the Israelites to be his holy people, a holy nation. They were set apart from the surrounding nations. They belonged to God, their Covenant Lord, and enjoyed a privileged relationship with him. Here Peter applies this concept to the church.
d.God’s own people (v 9): Ex 19:5. Just as Israel was God’s treasured people, so the New Testament church belongs to God, consisting of restored Israel (called “a remnant” in Isaiah) and of believers whom Christ has gathered from the Gentile nations.
e.A people called out of darkness into God’s marvelous light (v 9): Is 9:2: Compare Acts 26:18, where Jesus on the Damascus road commissions Paul to turn the eyes of the Gentiles from darkness to light. Darkness stands for alienation from God, despair and hopelessness.Light stands for fellowship with God and salvation. Matthew quotes Is 9:1–2 as a prophecy about Jesus.
f.A people who once were not a people (v 10): Is 19:23–25. In this amazing prophecy, God calls Egypt “my people,” Assyria “my handiwork,” and Israel “my inheritance.” Egypt and Assyria, who represent all the enemy nations during Old Testament times, will belong to the people of God just as much as the Israelites. This prophecy points forward to the church, God’s chosen people in Christ Jesus, which will be built of “living stones” from all nations.
g.A people who have received mercy (v 10): Mic 7:20; Is 63:9. In Old Testament times, Israel was the nation that experienced God’s mercy in a special way. Peter here states that God’s mercy in Jesus has now been extended to the Gentiles (including the recipients of his letter) who previously had not had a share in God’s mercy.
	After having done the previous question, I arrive at these two main conclusions:

a.The New Testament (Peter in our study, but also Paul in this letters) understands clearly that “the people of God” includes both Jews and Gentiles. That was God’s plan from the very beginning. The prophet Isaiah and some of the psalmists glimpsed this truth. But on the whole, the Old Testament texts limit “the people of God” to the descendants of Jacob, the Israelites. 
b.The believers are included in “the people of God” only because of God’s mercy and grace in Jesus Christ. It is not human descent that makes a person belong to the people of God. It is faith in Jesus. 
Reflections
The people of God consist of those who believe in Jesus and build their lives on him. He is our Rock of Salvation. He is the living stone. When we accept him as our personal Savior – whatever our heritage or family background – we are made alive through the work of the Holy Spirit. We become living stones, built into the spiritual house, the church. We become a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people. We have been called out of darkness into God’s marvelous light. We have become a chosen people, because we have experienced his mercy and grace in Jesus, our Lord and Savior. But if we reject Jesus, he becomes a stumbling block to us. And the rock on whom we should build our lives becomes our downfall.
In this study we have seen how Peter uses Old Testament texts about the Israelites to show that in the New Covenant the people of God (the church) consists of Gentiles as well as of Jews. It is not our family heritage that matters, but how we relate to Jesus, the living cornerstone of the church.
We have also come across more examples of how Peter applies Old Testament texts about God to Jesus. New Testament doctrine is crystal clear: Jesus is God.
(Go Study 5) (Go to Retreat session 2)

Answers 5: The new lifestyle, part 1, 2:11–20
Notes to the teacher
In this passage, Peter deals with several practical issues, which his first readers must have struggled with. The issue of slavery is perhaps of less concern to us today. But your main role as teacher is to help the students understand the biblical principles behind Peter’s exhortations.
The second session of the retreat (see the Retreat section of this book) will deepen the students’ understanding of how the new lifestyle should be lived out in the South Indian context.
Answers to the questions
	This is how Peter describes the life of believers (v 11–12):

a.The believers are foreigners and strangers in the world. This means that they do not really belong to the world. Instead they belong to the kingdom of God.
b.The believers are living in a war zone. They are attacked by the evil powers  of this world and by the sinful ways of their old pre-Christian lives. So the believers live in a constant battle between the values and lifestyle of this sinful world and the values and lifestyle of the kingdom of God.
c.The honorable conduct of the believers will be a witness to people around them, especially to the non-Christians. This will happen even if the believers are falsely accused of doing what is wrong.
d.The lives of the believers may even cause the accusers to glorify God. This happens when the good deeds of the believers witness about God.
	Peter uses many imperatives in v 12–18. In the English NIV translation there are ten imperatives. How many do you find in your Kannada translations? So this text contains both commands and exhortations. 

	With the expression “honor all men” in verse 17, Peter summarizes the way in which believers should relate to people around them. Then he gives three examples how this should be done:

a.We should love the brotherhood of believers, our fellow believers.
b.We should fear God. To “fear God” means to love, respect, obey and honor him.
c.We should honor the emperor. This refers not only to the ruler of a nation, but to every human institution (v 13).
	Peter gives three main reasons why believers should show proper respect to everyone (v 13–16). They are:

a.We should do it for the Lord’s sake (v 13): By doing so we honor God and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. We then follow the principles of the kingdom of God.
b.It is God’s will that we should do good (v 15): God wants us to do good, including the examples given in v 17 (to other believers, to God and to secular authorities).
c.We should live as servants of God (v 16): This is how God expects his  people (“servants” refers to all his people, all believers) to relate to people around them.
	In verse 16, Peter writes about “freedom.” The key to understand what this verse means is found in the expression to “fear God” (in v 17). One aspect of fearing God is to live as his servants, fulfilling his will for us. Under him we have freedom. But it is not a freedom to do evil. Instead it is a freedom to do good, to serve him and our brothers.

	Peter uses the expression “the pain of suffering unjustly” (v 19) in the context of how God-fearing slaves should behave in order to reflect the principles of the kingdom of God. Even if their masters are harsh and unjust and cause them to suffer unjustly, slave believers must submit themselves to their masters with all reverence. This is has God’s approval and pleases him.

	Peter’s point in verse 20 is that believers may experience two kinds of suffering:

a.Beating and punishment because they have done something wrong. That kind of suffering is shameful and nothing to be proud of.
b.Suffering for doing good. That kind of suffering has God’s approval. It is pleasing to God.
	I do not think that verse 18 can be used in support of slavery. Peter does not discuss if slavery is right or wrong. He is telling slaves who have become believers how they should behave in a society where slavery was part of everyday life. At least one third of the population of Rome consisted of slaves. So slaves must have made up a large percentage of the church membership. Peter wanted these slave believers to know how to behave in order to reflect the principles of the kingdom of God.

Reflections
This is the third time (in just two chapters!) that Peter claims that the believers are scattered strangers in this world (compare 1:1, 17). So it must be an important aspect of the church for him. In my own experience this thought is only rarely touched on by modern pastors in their sermons and Bible studies. The reason could be that they – like most of their flock – are uncomfortable with this perspective on Christian life. Instead, they feel quite at home in this world. But I would like to put a question to them: Is it really advisable for people who are supposed to be holy just as God is holy to settle down and feel at home in a fallen world, a world that has turned its back to God and to his principles of holiness?
“For the Lord’s sake” is a fantastic principle for holy living. Ever since the Fall of man, human beings have been self-centered and strived to live for their own sake and to please their selfish desires. But if we instead put God in the center so that we say like Jesus, Yet not my will, but yours be done (Luk 22:42) then what we do will be pleasing to God and reflect the principles of his kingdom.
In this passage, Peter also touches on Christian freedom, when he writes, do not use your freedom as a pretext for evil (2:16). Paul makes a similar statement in his letter to the Galatians: For you, brothers, were called to freedom. But do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh Instead serve one another in love (Gal 5:13). Christ has set us free (Gal 5:1), so we are truly free. But this is a freedom under the will of God. It is freedom to reflect the principles of his kingdom. It is freedom to do good, not to indulge in evil.
(Go to Study 6) (Go to Retreat session 2)

Answers 6: The new lifestyle, part 2, 2:21–3:7
Notes to the teacher
This passage touches on two controversial areas of Christian ethics:
	Women’s jewelry. In certain Christian circles there has been aggressive preaching against women in the church wearing jewelry. So it is important that you handle this topic sensitively. You should help your students understand Peter’s point about where “spiritual beauty” comes from. True Christian beauty is not a matter of outer appearance but a matter of inner qualities. It is impossible to read a prohibition against braided hair, gold jewelry and fine clothes into Peter’s text. 

	The relationship between husband and wife in a Christian marriage. Sadly, Peter’s words have been misinterpreted and consequently misused by many Christian husbands. Peter does not allow husbands to treat their wives overbearingly. No, they should relate to their wives in the same way as Jesus would have done. They should follow in his steps (2:21), in the steps of Christ who suffered and died for them. So as their teacher, you must help your students understand the context in which Peter writes that wives must accept the authority of their husbands (3:1). Prepare yourself well by studying my answer to question 7. When we read the New Testament letters (Paul’s as well as Peter’s) we must always be aware of the cultural context. Letters are by definition contextual!

The second session of the retreat (see the Retreat section of this book) will deepen the students’ understanding of how the new lifestyle should be lived out in the South Indian context.
Answers to the questions
	This passage begins with the words “to this you were called” (v 21). The context makes it clear that this expression refers to “the pain of suffering unjustly” in the previous passage (v 19). I find it a chocking statement. But Peter actually writes that believers are called to experience the pain of unjust suffering!

	Peter brings in the example of Christ in this context of “suffering unjustly”. Christ is the ultimate example of a person who experienced the pain of unjust suffering. So when we as believers suffer unjustly or without cause, we follow in his steps. We are like Jesus.

	Jesus as well as his followers (the church) would have to experience the pain  of unjust suffering, because we live in a fallen world. It is a world were justice is often violated. As a consequence, Jesus had to suffer in spite of the fact that he had not committed any sin, neither was any deceit found in his mouth (v 22, quoting Is 53:9). It is also a reason why malicious and evil people often bring suffering to God-fearing, honest and charitable believers.

	In the phrase “he entrusted himself to him who judges justly” (v 23), “him” refers to God. In this verse Peter contrasts “they” (the people who insulted Jesus and finally brought him to die on the cross) with God the righteous judge, who vindicated Jesus by raising him from the dead. Sinners cannot escape  from God’s ultimate justice.

	Peter makes use of Christ’s example to motivate believers to lead a new lifestyle, the lifestyle of the kingdom of God (v 21–25). We learn  at least three things about Christ in these verses:

a.Jesus was called to suffer for others (v 21). He bore the pain of unjust suffering (v 22–23). By doing so, he left us an example (v 21).
b.Jesus bore our sins. He became our Savior as he died on the cross (v 24).
c.His salvation makes it possible for us to live righteous lives (v 24). We now belong to him. He is the shepherd and overseer of our souls (v 25).
	Peter uses the expression “in the same way” twice in v 1–7. It refers to Christ. Believers – wives as well as husbands – must treat one another just as Christ treats us. This is the main point of these exhortations about family relationships.

	The difference between “wives must accept the authority of their husbands” (v 1) and “husbands must pay honor to their wives” (v 7) becomes confusing when we understand that both these concepts are qualified by “in the same way” (v 1, 7), referring to how Christ treats us. But this is the best way to explain the difference:

The difference is cultural and not theological. Paul has given us a “doctrine of humankind in the church” in a very clear way: All are one in Christ. So theologically there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female (Gal 3:28). This means that in the Kingdom of God wives and husbands are equal – they must accept the authority of one another. Their example is Christ who gave his life for them, for the wife as well as for the husband.
But culturally the differences between men and women are evident. In the Jewish society at the time of the early church, wives were required to be the authority of their husbands. And in the Greek-Roman world wives were treated almost like slaves. So what Peter is teaching in this passage is that married women in the church of those days – as followers of Christ – must accept the authority of their husbands. So the wife’s submission to her husband becomes one example of the main principle that Peter stated in the previous chapter: For the Lord’s sake accept the authority of every human institution (2:13). Christian slaves must submit to the authority of their masters with all respect (2:18), because slavery was one institution of the Greek-Roman society. Likewise, Christian wives must submit to the authority of their husbands (3:1), because that was how the institution of marriage worked in the Jewish and Greek-Roman societies of those days.
	Peter is using “outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and the putting on of fine clothes” to support his argument in v 3–4. This is how:

Peter’s point is not to teach against the use of braided hair, gold jewelry and fine clothes. But he is making a point about the attitude of Christian wives: Inner, spiritual qualities are more important than outward appearance. Women want to look beautiful. They want to keep their hair nice, use fine jewelry and wear pretty clothes. But for a believer a gentle and quiet spirit is more important than outward appearance. The Lord does not consider the things man considers. Man considers the outward appearance, but the Lord considers the heart (1 Sam 16:7).
	There would two main reasons why Peter called the wives the weaker partner (v 7) in a marriage:

a.Most women are physically weaker than men. So it is important for a husband not to use his physical strength to take advantage of his wife: To beat her when he is not happy with her general behavior or her cooking. Or to force himself on her sexually when she is not willing.
b.In the Greek-Roman society women had a much weaker position than men in most areas of life. They had hardly any education. They couldn’t hold any political office. They had limited legal status. They were financially dependent on their husbands. Their activities were mainly limited to the household sphere, even if some women were involved in business. The men had absolute control over their households and the children.
But we should not think that Peter considered the wives weaker than their husbands in a spiritual sense. The husbands would, of course, have a better knowledge of the Old Testament texts as a result of their better education. But the spiritual value of  men and women is the same in the kingdom of God.
	The expression “joint heirs of the gracious gift of life” (v 7) comes in the context of family life. Peter is writing about “partners in marriage.” So it must refer to the marital relationship between husband and wife resulting in children. Procreation requires two partners, so in that respect husband and wife are equal.

	Peter mentions one consequence of husbands not treating their wives with respect: Their unchristlike attitude toward their wives will result in their inefficient prayer life (v 7). May husbands examine themselves!

Reflections
This study has brought up some heavy stuff and a couple of issues that the church has considered – and perhaps still considers – controversial: gold jewelry and male oppression.
But there is nothing controversial about being christlike. Christlikeness is perhaps the main theme in this passage. We can expect to suffer without just cause, because Jesus bore the pain of unjust suffering (2:19). Christian wives must submit to the authority of their husbands (3:1), because Jesus did not return abuse and he made no threats (2:23), when he suffered the insults of his accusers and oppressors. Husbands must be considerate in their conjugal life with their wives (3:7), because Jesus bore their sins in his body on the tree (the cross) and healed them by his stripes (2:24). 
Yes, believers should be like Jesus. He is our great role model. Before he met us, we were like sheep going astray (2:25). We were proud and self-centered. We were disrespectful, harsh, inconsiderate and foolish. Our sinful life was taking us on the road to judgment and death. But the great shepherd found us. He bore our sins on the cross. He died to give us life. And now we have died to sin, and we live to righteousness (2:24). We belong to him, the shepherd and overseer of our souls (2:25).
(Go to Study 7) (Go to Retreat session 2)

Answers 7: Suffering for righteousness, 3:8–22
Notes to the teacher
A comparison between Bible translations reveals that Bible scholars struggle to understand a couple of Greek expressions found in v 18–19:
	Verse 18: The English NIV translation has “by the Spirit” (referring to the Holy Spirit), while other English translations (NASB, ESV, also NIV margin) have “in the spirit.” The second alternative is better in the context. Earlier in the same verse we find that Jesus “was put to death in the flesh/body.” So Jesus was “made alive in the spirit” would parallel that expression. The Kannada translations have Atmaninda (NIBV) and Atmasambandhadalli (JV), where NIBV reflects the first alternative and JV the second – and better – alternative.

	Verse 19: Our understanding of the previous point will affect the translation of this verse. The English NIV “through whom” (referring to the Holy Spirit), while NASB and ESV have “in which” (referring to the resurrected state of Jesus). Kannada NIBV has avoided translating the expression, while JV has AtmarUpanAgi.

I find The NIV Bible Commentary (Zondervan) helpful: “Perhaps a more satisfactory view would be to translate: ‘And in that state, by means of (his) ascension [see v. 22, where the same verb form is used of Christ’s ascension] he made proclamation to the spirits in prison.’”
Another problem is what Peter is referring to in his statement that Jesus went and preached to the spirits in prison who in former times were disobedient when God waited patiently in the days of Noah during the building of the ark (v 19–20). Bible scholars have mainly two views:
	The spirits in prison refers to the disobedient spirits (the “angels, authorities, and powers” mentioned later in v 22).

	The spirits in prison are the sinners of Noah’s generation (they perished in the Flood and are now in prison): Jesus’ resurrection proved that God was righteous and that the people of Noah’s generation really needed the repentance that Noah proclaimed for them while the ark was being built.

I personally favor the second view. It makes much more sense in the context than the first view.
Answers to the questions
	In his summary in verse 8 of a Christian lifestyle (one Bible scholar calls it “a life of blessing”), Peter mentions five characteristics of this lifestyle:

a.To live in harmony: The Greek can also be translated “like-mindedness” (compare Kannada NIBV Eka manasuLLa). It means to have a unity of spirit, to live in harmonious unity.
b.To be sympathetic: This means to have compassion for one another, to suffer with one another.
c.To love as brothers: Compare 2:17, Love the brotherhood of believers
d.To be compassionate: Believers must be kind-hearted and tender-hearted.
e.To be humble: Believers must also be humble in spirit.
	When people treat us badly and insult us (v 9), we should bless them. Fallen human nature would want to pay them back evil with evil and insult with insult. But that is not the way for us believers.

	Compare Peter’s exhortations in v 8–9 with life in your own church.

My comments: I think that in most churches we can find evidence of the five characteristics mentioned in question 1 above. That is, of course, very good. But the sad thing is that we also find lots of conflict, lots of pride and arrogance, lots of power struggle, lots of division, lots of envy and jealousy, lots of selfishness and lack of concern for others. This is, of course, very bad. It does not show the picture of “a life of blessing” that should characterize a church where Jesus is in the center.
Sadly, we can also find many believers whose minds have not been transformed by the Holy Spirit. So there is back-biting. People are unforgiving and revengeful (see question 2 above)
	Peter quotes Ps 34:12–16 (v 10–12) to support his teaching of the previous verses. This is clear in the Greek text.

	Peter understands “suffering for what is right” (v 14) like this: Even if believers have to suffer for what is right, they should consider themselves blessed.

	Peter states that we must set Christ apart as the Lord of our lives (v 15). This statement points forward to the rest of the verse about answering questions. To set Christ apart as Lord in our hearts will result in our witnessing. People will ask us questions. And as we answer these questions, we will present our faith, giving them reasons for our Christian hope. 

	Verse 15 speaks about witnessing with our lips. The following verses (v 16–17) speak about witnessing with our lives. When we suffer the maliciousness and slander of people around us – in spite of our clear conscience and our good life in Christ – then our Christlike attitudes will witness for us.

	The phrase “the victory of Christ’s suffering” could be a summary of Peter’s argument in v 18–22. Peter makes three points about what was achieved through Jesus’ suffering/death and resurrection:

a.We were brought to God (v 18). We were saved as a result Jesus’ death and resurrection (v 21).
b.God’s righteousness during Noah’s days was proved correct, it was vindicated (v 19–20). Noah proclaimed God’s righteousness to the people around him as he was building the ark. But the people didn’t believe him. So God sent his flood and only Noah and his family were saved. The people who were killed in the Flood are now the “spirits in prison.” Jesus’ death and resurrection became a “sermon” to them about God’s righteousness.
c.Jesus’ resurrection, ascension, and glorification resulted in angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him (v 20–21). Satan and all his forces have been defeated by Christ.
	In this passage we find an example of an Old Testament type and it New Testament antitype, like this:

a.A type is a person, institution or event in the Old Testament that prophetically points to an important New Testament truth, the antitype. Here, the water that saved Noah and his family during the Flood is the Old Testament type. The water of baptism is the New Testament antitype.
b.God who delivered Noah also delivers us. Noah’s salvation points to our final salvation. But it is not the baptism water that saves us. We are saved because of our faith, which we confessed at the time of our baptism (v 21). 
	Our world is often unjust. Reflect on some of your past or current sufferings. How can the picture of Christ portrayed in this passage bring hope to you?

My comments: A lot of things that we as human beings (believers as well as non-believers) experience are unjust: Accidents that we have not caused ourselves. Illnesses that are not caused by our own bad habits or destructive lifestyle. Sudden unemployment that we have done nothing to deserve. Failure in exams in spite of hard work and sincere preparation. Droughts and floods that destroy our crops and kill our animals, earthquakes, tsunamis and other disasters. Yes, the list can be made much longer. How we as believers behave in these kinds of circumstances is important for our Christian testimony. Do we behave as people who have put their trust in God? Do we behave as people who are foreigners and pilgrims in this world and who look forward to a new heaven and a new earth? Do we see the plight and difficulties of our friends and neighbors who suffer with us – instead of just putting ourselves in the center and complaining about our own situation?
At other times we suffer because of human evil in this world. Neighbors who gossip and lie about us. Administrators who expect bribes from us. Politicians who manipulate us. Teachers and employers who are unfair to us. Family members and friends who are jealous of us. Spouses and children who are unfaithful to us. Thieves who steal from us. Robbers who rob us. Drunkards who threaten and abuse us. Also this list can be made much longer. How we as believers treat evil, corrupt and weak people who cross our path during the course of an ordinary day is important for our Christian testimony. Do we retaliate? Do we bite back? Do we give in to corrupt and evil practices? Do we despair and give up? Or do we meet these human sufferings with what Paul calls the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal 5:22–23)?
Reflections
I find this a very challenging study. Peter’s summary of how he expected his first readers to live as born-again believers has a message the the church today: A life in harmony and humility characterized by compassion and brotherly love in the midst of injustice and undeserved suffering. It sounds like Utopia or heaven on earth. But perhaps that is what the church should be – not Utopia, but heaven on earth. Or at least a foretaste of the new heaven and the new earth, a foretaste of the fullness of the kingdom of God.
Of course, this lifestyle is impossible without Jesus. He is our example in undeserved suffering, that is true. But that is not what I am thinking of here. No, Jesus is so much more than just a great role model. He is our Savior. He suffered and died for our sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring us to God (3:18). Because of his death and resurrection it is possible for us to live transformed lives, lives that are different from what we see around us, lives that reflect the principles of the kingdom of God.
Baptism symbolizes this salvation, this new life. Paul puts it like this: Don’t you know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefor we have been buried with him through baptism into death so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may walk newness of life (Rom 6:3–4).
(Go to Study 8)

Answers 8: Living for the will of God, 4:1–11
Notes to the teacher 
In this passage we again find examples of phrases that Bible scholars find hard to understand (see questions 1 and 3). Make sure that you allow enough time for the students to reflect on my answers. They may or may not agree with me. The important thing is that you help them evaluate the options and arrive at their own interpretations. So you had better be well prepared yourself!
The third session of the retreat (see the Retreat section of this book) will deepen the students’ understanding of what living for the will of God would entail in the South Indian context. So don’t spend time on that now (see questions 5 and 6). It is enough if you limit your study to the situation of the original readers.
In the first part of this passage, Peter uses the Greek word sarx four times (v 1 twice, 2, and 6). The English NIV translations has rendered it “body” (v 1 both times, 6) and “earthly (v 2). Kannada NIBV has dEha in verse 1 the first time but  sharIra in the remaining cases (what about Kannada JV?). In all four cases, Peter seems to use sarx with reference to “human existence” or “being alive in this world.” Paul uses sarx with three distinct meanings: 1. “Flesh or muscle” (the fleshy part of a human or animal body). 2. “Body” (the natural body of a human person). 3. “Sinful nature” (or “the acts of the sinful nature”).
Answers to the questions
	The Greek text starts with “Therefore” (as in the English NIV). This word is not translated in the Kannada NIBV and JV). Bible scholars do not agree on what “therefore” refers to. There are two possibilities:

a.It refers back to 3:18, where Jesus’ death is mentioned: We should arm ourselves with the attitude of Christ, because he died for us. Most Bible scholars have this view. But I don’t think this is a good way of understanding “therefore” in 4:1. Why not? Because Christ’s suffering (which would include his death) is specifically mentioned in this verse. So “therefore” must refer to something else.
b.It refers to the previous verses about baptism (3:21–22), which saves us by the resurrection of Jesus. Baptism shows that we are united with Christ in his death and resurrection. Only death can separate us from sin. Compare Paul’s teaching on baptism in Romans: Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again. Death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all. But the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must count yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, do not let sin have dominion in your mortal bodies so that you obey its evil desires (Rom 6:8–12).
	Peter describes the life of pagans with the following expressions:

a.Debauchery: This word refers to sensuality and excessive indulgence in sensual pleasures.
b.Lust: This word is used in contexts where human desire is immoral and sinful.
c.Drunkenness: This word is used about people who habitually drink too much wine. They have become drunkards, alcoholics.
d.Orgies: This words refers to revelry, lively and noisy festivities, especially when they involve drinking a large amount of alcohol and sexual activities.
e.Carousing: This word is used about people who drink large amounts of wine and who enjoy themselves with other people in a noisy and lively way.
f.Abominable idolatry: In this expression Peter has added the adjective “abominable” to “idolatry”. It originally meant “unlawful” (compare Acts 10:28, where he uses the same word about visiting Cornelius’ house). Then it was given the additional meaning of “abominable and detestable”.
g.Dissipation: The original meaning of the Greek word is “incurable”. This word refers to the kind of squandering sinful life that the prodigal son indulged in (Luk 15:13).
	Bible scholars don’t agree on how to understand “the dead” (v 6). But in the context of this passage, “the dead” must refer to the believers of the Roman provinces who had already died at the time of Peter writing his letter. So he stated that “they are now dead” (the English NIV translation has added the word “now” to make this clear). 

We must remember that in New Testament times the fact that some believers had died was a real issue in the church. They were expecting Jesus to return during their own lifetime. So why did believers die? Paul touches on this issue in 1 Thess 4:13–18. 
Peter’s argument in our passage goes something like this: God will judge everybody, both living and dead. The fact that some believers have already died, seems to indicate that they have been judged by God (they are judged according to men in the flesh). But that is a misunderstanding. The gospel was preached to them. They believed. So they now live the spirit as God does. They have passed from death to life. They have not believed in Jesus in vain. But those who live for evil human desires, they will experience God’s judgment as they have not accepted the gospel about Jesus.
	The context of Peter’s exhortations in v 7–11 is judgment. As believers, we live in the shadow of the Lord’s day, the end of all things is near. So we have to live our lives responsibly in the expectation of the second coming of Jesus.

	Here is a table with a comparison of Peter’s description of the “old pagan life” (v 2–4) with the life that Peter expects the believers to live (v 7–11). You may have done it differently.

	The old pagan life	The new life in Christ
	Earthly life lived to please evil human desires	Life lived for the will of God
	Debauchery	Live in expectation of Jesus’ return
	Lust	Clear-minded
	Drunkenness	Self-controlled
	Orgies	Prayerful
	Carousing	Brotherly love
	Abominable idolatry	Faithfully using God’s gifts
	Dissipation	Rely on God’s strength
	 
	Live lives of praise and worship

	Peter speaks about two forms of leadership (or gifts) that served the early church (v 10–11). They are both described with the phrase “being stewards of God’s grace in its various forms”. 

a.The gift of speaking: This would refer to the preaching and teaching ministries of our present-day churches.
b.The gift of serving: This would refer to various kinds of practical and social ministries/work of our present-day churches.
	Peter says that one purpose of our Christian servanthood (v 11) is that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. We do this – we glorify and praise God – by recognizing God’s gifts (of speaking as well as of serving) in our lives.

Reflections
Peter paints before his readers a very negative picture of their old sinful lives. He does that with a purpose: He wants to remind them of how they lived before they met Jesus Christ. But he also wants to contrast the sinfulness and ungodliness of that old life with the life that God now expects of his children. A new lifestyle has replaced the old lifestyle. What about us? When friends and neighbors look at us and see how we conduct ourselves in the innumerable every-day situations that we come across on a daily basis – do they see a difference between the new and the old? Do they see that we no longer live by our evil human desires, but rather by the will of God (4:2)?
Again Peter reminds us of the perspective of human life in this world: The end of all things is near (4:7). Jesus is soon coming back! This truth makes a difference for us believers. We are not looking backwards. No, we are facing a great future. But while we wait for that future, for the return of our Lord, we need to carry on with our godly living. Peter reminds his readers – and us – of a few key aspects of this new and godly life: clear minds, self-control, prayerfulness, brotherly love, generous hospitality, faithful use of the gifts that God has given us, reliance on God, and always praising God through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (4:7–11).
(Go to Study 9) (Go to Retreat session 3)

Answers 9: The suffering church, 4:12–19
Notes to the teacher
In this passage (v 16) we find one of only three occurrences of the word “Christian” in the Bible. The others are found in Acts 11:26; 26:28. It is interesting to note that the Kannada NIBV translation has avoided using this word (it has kristana shiShyanAgi), while Kannada JV has kraistanAgi. 
Most students will find question 4 difficult. So they will surely need your help. This means that you must come well prepared to the class!
Some students may find question 5 confusing. One reason for that is that Peter quotes Prov 11:31 in the Septuagint version of the Greek text – and it is quite different from the version we find in our Bibles. In addition, Peter’s text contains a trap: “It is hard (the Kannada translations both have kaShTavAdare) for the righteous to be saved” (v 18) does not mean that believers have to work hard in order to be saved. That would be a heresy! Why? Because the New Testament teaches that we are saved by grace and not by works (God has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and grace, 2 Tim 1:9). So “it is hard” should be understood as “with difficulty” or “through hardship,” referring to the suffering (the refining) that precedes the final salvation of God’s people at the return of Christ.
The fourth session of the retreat (see the Retreat section of this book) will deepen the students’ understanding of what suffering for the church would entail in the South Indian context.
Answers to the questions
	According to this passage, there are right and wrong ways for a Christian to suffer. This is how:

a.To suffer as a consequence of belonging to Christ is a right way for a Christian to suffer.
b.But to suffer as a consequence of unrighteous and sinful actions is a wrong reason for a Christian to suffer.
	How should a believer react when he suffers for Christ? Here are all the seven points that Peter mentions in this text:

a.He should not be surprised, because suffering for Christ is to be expected in this world (v 12).
b.He should rejoice, because his sufferings show that he belongs to Christ (v 13).
c.He should regard himself as blessed when he is insulted as a result of his faith in Jesus (v 14).
d.He should not feel ashamed if he has to suffer as a Christian (v 16). 
e.He should praise God that he carries the Christian name (v 16). 
f.He should trust God’s faithfulness by committing himself to him (v 19).
g.He should continue to do good (v 19).
	We find two levels of joy in verse 13:

a.We experience the first level of joy as we suffer for Christ in this world.
b.We will experience an even higher level of joy at his second coming.
	The first half of verse 17 begins with the statement, For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God. It refers to the suffering of Christians. Paul made a similar statement as he encouraged the newly established churches during the return section of his first missionary journey: “We have to go through many afflictions to enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22). This is a difficult concept for us to accept, but its background is found in the message of the Old Testament prophets. Look up Ezek 9:6; Zech 13:7–9; and Mal 3:1–5. This is how I would explain Peter’s statement in the context of these Old Testament prophecies: 

a.Ezek chapter 9 is a prophecy about God’s judgment on the idolaters of Jerusalem. In verse 4 we see that a mark is to be put on the foreheads of those who had been faithful to God. They became the “saved remnant” when the idolaters were slaughtered. The slaughter began in the temple (“God’s sanctuary”). I think that Peter reminds his readers of the two main points in Ezekiel’s prophecy: 1. Not even the people in the temple will be saved at God’s judgment. 2. But those who have been faithful to God have been marked for salvation. They will survive the day of God’s judgment.
b.The oracle in Zech 13:7–9 carries the heading “The shepherd struck, the sheep scattered” in my Bible. The New Testament understands it as Messianic, and it is partly quoted by Jesus in the gospels (the “shepherd” was Jesus, and the disciples were his “sheep” who abandoned him in Gethsemane). I think that Peter conveys three main points to his readers through Zechariah’s prophecy: 1. When punishment comes over the land, not even the sheep of the Lord’s shepherd (the Christian believers) will be spared from suffering. 2. The suffering of the believers has a purpose: It will refine and test them (Peter has earlier made this point in 1:7). 3. Those who call on the Lord’s name (the believers) will not perish. They are the Lord’s people, and they know that the Lord is their God.
c.Mal 3:1–5 is interpreted in the New Testament as Messianic. The messenger is John the Baptist who prepared the way for Jesus. I think that Peter must have read two “comings” into Malachi’s oracle: Jesus’ first coming which was heralded by John the Baptist, and Jesus’ second coming which will coincide with the the Day of the Lord, the Day of God’s judgment. This second coming is preceded by “birth pains” (compare Jesus’ words in Matt 24:8 and Mark 13:8), a time of suffering that will purify the believers (compare the previous paragraph). Peter, of course, does not understand these “birth pains” as God’s punishment of the believers for their sins. That punishment has already fallen upon Jesus, who bore our sins on the cross.
	In the following verse (v 18), Peter quotes Prov 11:31 (in the Greek Septuagint version) in support of his “doctrine of the suffering church” introduced in the previous verse. He does this to reinforce his point that the believers must experience suffering before the arrival of the day of their final salvation. But there is no uncertainty about their salvation. They will surely be saved.

	Verse 19 is the only place in the New Testament where God is called “Creator”. This is of great significance for the suffering of believers in this world. Peter reminds his readers of who God is. He is the Creator of heaven and earth. He knows his creation intimately. He also knows the needs of his created beings. He feeds the birds. He has counted the hairs on our heads. He watches over us and he cares for us. In return, he expects us to commit ourselves to him – also in times of difficulties and suffering. He has a purpose for our lives on this earth and he expects us to fulfill this purpose – also in times of difficulties and suffering.

	This is how verse 19 might be both a comfort and a challenge to a believer who suffers because of his faith:

a.Comfort: God cares about us.
b.First challenge: God allows us to suffer.
c.Second challenge: God expects us to carry on with the ministry in the midst of our suffering.
Reflections
Peter’s “doctrine of the suffering church” challenges us in various ways, and I would like to briefly reflect on a few matters that he brings up in this passage.
There are various ways for us to react when we suffer as a result of our Christian faith. Many of us would complain about it – before God in prayer and before fellow believers during testimony time in the church service. Others would leave the faith, or at least “keep a low profile” and not confess our Lord and Savior openly. Very few of us would rejoice. In the early Jerusalem church the apostles were brought before the Sanhedrin because they insisted on proclaiming the gospel in spite of earlier prohibition not to do so. Finally they were flogged, ordered not to speak in the name of Jesus, and released. The apostles left the Jewish council, rejoicing because they had been considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the Name (Acts 5:40–41). Peter was one of those apostles. And now, more than thirty years later, he is writing a letter to persecuted and suffering believers in Asia Minor. He has not changed his standpoint on the issue. No, he exhorts his reader to rejoice that they participate in the sufferings of Christ (4:13). The biblical attitude  for a believers is to rejoice in the midst of suffering – if it is suffering for the gospel, for Jesus.
But what if we do not suffer for his Name? Imagine this situation: A fellowship of Christian believers in the midst of idol worshipers, corrupt government servants, manipulative politicians, money-lenders, goondas, thieves, and drunkards. And the believers do not experience any suffering for their faith. Is that situation even possible? Hardly, if the believers really proclaim the gospel and live godly lives. So, when a church doesn’t suffer in this world, something is probably wrong. Such a church must examine itself and turn to God for help. Do we really proclaim the gospel about Jesus in our society? Are our lives really in accordance with the principles of the kingdom of God? God have mercy on us!
Are we ashamed of our Christian name, or are we proud that we carry the name of Christ? In a society where Christian believers constitute a small minority with nonconformist values it can be tempting for us to keep a low profile, or even to be ashamed of belonging to such a community. But we should be glad that we carry Christ’s name. We should praise God that we bear that name (4:16).
In the final verse of this passage (v 19), Peter has two fantastic pieces of advice for the suffering believers:
	We should hold on to God even in these difficult circumstances. Who else is there to turn to? Who knows our situation and our needs better than he does? Who else can carry us through our sufferings? Who else can refine us and make us more useful in his hands?

	We should not allow the suffering and the difficulties to sidetrack us from fulfilling God’s plan. We should continue to do good. We should carry on our ministries. We should continue to teach, to preach, and to serve. We should keep on proclaiming the gospel.

(Go to Study 10) (Go to Retreat session 4)

Answers 10: Clothed with humility, 5:1–11
Notes to the teacher
Perhaps this the best way to understand the structure of this passage:
	Verses 1–4 to church leaders

	Verses 5–6 to believers who are not church leaders (this means that the expression “young men” in v 5, the Kannada translations both have jauvanastharE, is contrasted with the “elders among you” in v 1, where the Kannada translations both make use of the word hiriyaru; consequently it is not limited to young people)

	Verses 7–11 to the whole church 

The fifth session of the retreat (see the Retreat section of this book) will deepen the students’ understanding of relationships within the church in the South Indian context. So you would be wise not to go too deeply into application issues at this point. Instead, confine yourself to laying a solid theological foundation for the retreat.
Answers to the questions
	In the first part of this passage (v 1–4), Peter addresses the church leaders, the elders. Note that there was a collective church leadership in the early church. Our modern type “one-man-show pastor” cannot be found in the New Testament.

	Peter uses three expressions to describe himself in v 1–4:

a.Peter calls himself a fellow elder: He was also a leader, an elder, in the early church. He shows his humility by adding the word “fellow.” He not only shares the leadership position of his readers, but he also puts himself on their level.
b.Peter calls himself a witness of the sufferings of Christ: This shows that he is not only an elder, but in addition an apostle. He fulfills the qualifications of “an apostle of the Lord”: He is one who has been with Jesus and witnessed his resurrection.
c.Peter finally adds that he is one who also will share in the glory that will be revealed: So he points forward to the hope that he has in common with the church leaders in Asia Minor: With them he will share the glory of Christ’s return.
	Peter says two things about the relationship between the shepherds and their flock in verse 2:

a.The flock (the members of the church) is under the care of the shepherds (their leaders).
b.The shepherds (the church leaders) serve as overseers over the flock (the believers).
	Peter describes how church leaders should be (v 2–3) like this (you may have done it differently):

	How they should be	How they should not be
	They should serve willingly	They should not be greedy for money
	They should serve eagerly	They should not lord over the believers
	They should be examples to the believers	They should not feel forced to serve
	They should be caring just like a shepherd cares for his flock	 

	They should exercise oversight, serve as overseers	 

	They should serve according to God’s will	 


	This is how Peter’s expressions in v 2–3 could be explained (you have possibly done it differently):

a.Overseer: The Greek text has a verb “to be overseer” which has various shades of meaning, such as “to inspect, to supervise, to watch over, to visit (for example the sick), take care”. Jesus uses the word in Matt 25:26: “I was sick and you looked after/cared for me.” The word “bishop” comes from this word.
b.Willingly: This means that you do something because you want to do it, not because you feel compelled to do it.
c.Eagerly: This means that you are not only willing to do something. You are also eager to do it. You do it without delay and you do it with enthusiasm.
d.Greed: To be greedy means to have a selfish desire to profit (usually financially) from anything you do. Greed has been the downfall of innumerable church leaders throughout history.
e.Lord over: The Greek word carries the meaning of “having authority over other people for one’s own advantage.” So a church leader who “lords over” a church expects some personal benefit from his leadership.
f.Be an example: This means be a good role model for the believers, to have both personal characteristics and to lead the kind of life that members of the church look up to and want to copy.
	Peter begins verse 5 with the phrase “in the same way.” Thereby Peter implies that submission and humility must be characteristics of all believers in the church. It is not only the young (or the church members in general) who must submit and humble themselves before the elders (their leaders). The “shepherd service” of the church elders consists of submission to the needs of “the sheep.” Consequently, church leadership must be expressed in humility and in submission to the whole church body.

	In the same verse (v 5), Peter explains why humility is so important. He does so by quoting Prov 3:34 in support of his point. God opposes (which means that he is against) those who are proud, but gives grace (is graceful) to those who are humble. So humility is one of the basic attitudes in the kingdom of God. Compare Paul’s description of Jesus: He humbled himself and became obedient to death, yes death on a cross (Phil 2:8).

	In the following verse (v 6), Peter states that the outcome (or result) of Christian humility is that God may exalt the believers in due time. So our future exaltation depends on our present humility. I think that Peter is referring to the end times (the Day of Judgment, the second coming of Jesus), when only those who have humbled themselves under God and accepted his salvation through Jesus Christ will stand. Only the truly humble will take part in the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:9) and reign with him for ever  and ever (Rev 22:5).

	Peter claims that we can cast all our anxiety on God because he cares for us (v 7)? There are at least three reasons why we know that Peter’s words are true:

a.God has demonstrated his care and concern for fallen humanity by sending Jesus to save us. This is a historical fact. But it is also something all believers have experienced personally.
b.We can see how God has cared for his people from generation to generation, as we study the pages of the Bible.
c.As believers we experience God’s care for us through his daily provisions: family, food, house, health, friends and so on.
	We as believers should be self-controlled and watchful (v 8), because the devil is our enemy and he constantly tries to attack God’s people. In this verse, Peter uses a metaphor (the devil prowls around), then a simile (like a roaring lion), and finally one more metaphor (devour) to help his readers understand the seriousness of their situation. So there is great need for us to be self-controlled and watchful.

	Peter gives at least three reasons (or facts) why it is possible for believers to resist the devil (v 9–10) in our everyday life. They are

a.Our faith (v 9). Peter tells us to stand steadfast in our faith. How can this help us against the devil’s attacks? It helps us, because our faith tells us that Satan’s power is limited. Our faith tells us that his head was crushed when Jesus died on the cross (compare Gen 3:15).
b.Our knowledge of Christian life in this world (v 9). We are not the only ones to suffer. Throughout history – and throughout the world – believers have experienced suffering and opposition. But we know that our suffering has a time limit. Soon Jesus will come back and we will be with him for ever.
c.God’s faithfulness (v 10). God is always with us (through his Holy Spirit). He will take us through our sufferings and bring us to his eternal glory in Christ.
	Peter ends this passage with a burst of worship when he thinks of the God of all grace (v 10): To him be the power forever and ever. Amen (v 11). By doing so, he teaches us one of the fundamental Christian attitudes – to allow our hearts to be filled with praise and worship in every situation that we face. Paul puts it like this: Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you (1 Thess 5:18). We know that God is in control of our lives. And when we praise him, we actively surrender this control of our lives to his powerful and merciful hands.

Reflections
Pride is one of the worst kinds of sin. A proud person is an idolater. He puts himself in the center of his life instead of God. The opposite of pride is humility – one of the most important attitudes of a follower of Christ. James, quoting Prov 3:34, says, God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). Our supreme example of humility is, of course, Jesus, who humbled himself and became obedient to death (Phil 2:8). A proud believer is a sad thing, but a proud church leader brings disaster to the church. Peter exhorts his readers to clothe themselves in humility toward one another and to humble themselves under God’s mighty hand (1 Pet 5:5–6). Not only young people must be humble, but even more so church leaders.
Humility is not a positive thing in India with its deeply divided social structure. A person from the lower castes is obliged to suitably humble himself before people from the high castes. But the privileged have the right to be proud of their privileged position. This is even more true of another key Christian attitude that Peter brings up in his letter – submission. Peter expects the believers to be sub-missive to their leaders. But he also expects the church leaders to be submissive to their flock (1 Pet 5:5). This is tough teaching for the Indian church! 
We need wisdom to handle the devil correctly. There is fine balance between giving him too much power and giving him no power at all. In this passage, Peter pictures him like a prowling and roaring lion looking for opportunities to devour the believers (5:8). So there is a need for us to be self-controlled and alert. But I think that Indian church sometimes focuses too much on the activities of the devil and forgets about God’s grace and power. When we are self-controlled and watchful, standing firm in the faith, we are able to resist the devil. God is in control, not the devil.
(Go to Study 11) (Go to Retreat session 5)

Answers 11: Final greetings, 5:12–14
Notes to the teacher 
This study revisits some of the issues covered in the first chapter of this textbook (Introduction to 1 Peter). Hopefully the students (and you yourself) won’t find this a waste of time!
Answers to the questions
	There are three ways of understanding the expression “with the help of Silas” (v 12):

a.Silas wrote after Peter’s dictation. This means that each word is from Peter’s mouth.
b.Peter told Silas what he wanted to convey to the churches in Asia Minor. And Silas formulated the text independently.
c.Peter and Silas together composed the content of the letter.
I personally favor the second alternative: Peter is the author of the letter. He told Silas his message to the churches. And then Silas independently wrote the text. The reason I choose this option is that the Greek language of this letter is very polished, while the language is more unpolished in 2 Peter. Silas was a diaspora Jew who probably had Greek as his first language. If Silas wrote the text in 1 Peter and Peter wrote the text in 2 Peter, the issue of different language styles would be solved.
Perhaps Peter then wrote these last verses of the letter (v 12–14) with his own hand (compare Paul in 2 Thess 3:17–18; Gal 6:11–18).
	Peter summarizes the message of his letter in verse 12.

a.These are his two points:
	He wants to encourage his readers.

	He is testifying (bearing witness) to the true grace of God. 

b.This is how these two points relate to each other: Peter is an apostle who can testify to the truth of the gospel abut Jesus and his resurrection. When his readers understand the good news of the grace of God and stand fast in the truth of the gospel, they will be encouraged to live their lives victoriously in this world – in spite of sufferings and attacks from Satan. The gospel is true and the encouragement it gives is real. But they need to stand fast in it.
	I have looked up the five references and noted down what we can learn about “Mark, my son” (v 13): 

a.Acts 12:12: This is the first time we hear about John Mark. He must have been from a prominent family in Jerusalem, as his mother Mary’s house was one of the places where the first church met for worship and it could host many people. John was his Jewish name, and Mark his Roman name. That he also had a Roman name indicates his international/diaspora background, even if his mother had a house in Jerusalem. Also his cousin Barnabas (Col 4:10) was a diaspora Jew who had settled in Jerusalem (Acts 4:36–37).
b.Acts 12:25: Barnabas and Saul/Paul had been visiting Jerusalem. When they returned to Antioch they took John Mark with them. They must have thought him useful for international ministry: Antioch was a large city, the capital of the Roman province of Syria. Barnabas and Paul were pastoring there.
c.Acts 15:37–39: This takes place a few years later. Barnabas and Paul must have taken John Mark with them on Paul’s first missionary journey. Now they were ready to make another trip. Barnabas wanted to take John Mark along again. But Paul refused. The reason was that John Mark hadn’t completed the first journey. So Paul and Barnabas split up. Paul went north to Asia Minor with Silas, while Barnabas and John Mark took a ship to Cyprus.
d.Col 4:10: This is the next time we come across John Mark in the Bible. About 11 years have passed since the conflict in Acts chapter 15. Paul now writes to the Colossians from Rome during his first imprisonment there. John Mark is with him as his trusted co-worker.
e.2 Tim 4:11: A few more years have passed. Paul is again a prisoner in Rome and he knows that his life is almost over. He asks Timothy to bring John Mark with him to Rome, because he has been – and will be – helpful to him in his ministry.
Mark was clearly not Peter’s physical son, but his spiritual son. Mark was with Peter in Rome, as Peter and Silas wrote this letter. Church history tells us that it was this Mark who wrote Mark’s gospel, the earliest of the four gospels, and that it was Peter who supplied him with the information. So Mark’s gospel reflects Peter’s perspective on Jesus’ life, ministry and death.
	This is how I would use 1 Peter 3:8 to evaluate the relationship between Paul and his co-workers Barnabas and Mark (based on the references in the previous question):

Peter exhorts his readers to cultivate five key characteristics for godly life in the church: to live in unity/harmony with one another, to be compassionate, to love as brothers, to be tenderhearted and humble (3:8). I think that we can see these at work in the relationships between Paul, Barnabas and John Mark. It is true that there was a sharp disagreement between Paul and Barnabas about the suitability of John Mark for missionary ministry, and that this disagreement led to a temporary split. This does not seem very harmonious! But perhaps it was a necessary thing to happen for the gospel to continue its expansion. On the positive side, however, we see that they didn’t harbor any hard feelings. Paul mentions Barnabas in a positive context in his first letter to the Corinthians a few years later (1 Cor 9:6). We also see that the split was not a permanent one. As John Mark matured and gained experienced he became a close co-worker of Paul’s until the very end of Paul’s life. So I think we find “harmony” in the midst of a controversy and a split. The way that Barnabas took care of John Mark in spite of Paul’s refusal shows a tender heart and compassion. The fact that Paul later allowed John Mark to become a trusted co-worker shows humility. Finally, I think that harmony and brotherly love can be seen in the way these three servants of God related to each other. 
	The Greek expression about Babylon in verse 13 should most probably be understood as a reference to the city of Rome. It is very unlikely that the name refers to the ancient city Babylon situated on the Euphrates River. And even more unlikely that it refers to the Roman garrison by that name in Egypt. In the book of Revelation, “Babylon” is used as a code name for Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire, or perhaps even more likely, as a symbol for all evil and sinful cities of this world. In 1 Peter, Peter is using “Babylon” symbolically referring to Babylon’s role during Old Testament times. It was the world capital to which the Israelites were taken captive by king Nebuchadnezzar. This was the beginning of the Jewish diaspora. Now Peter is writing to the “new diaspora” (1:1), the churches scattered in Asia Minor who live under the authority of the Roman Empire, the new “Babylon.” In the Old Testament, Babylon also represented the the Gentile nations that opposed God and his people (this is the concept picked up in the book of Revelation) and on whom God’s judgment would certainly come. So Peter also uses the new “Babylon” to symbolize that this present world will come to an end with the return of Christ and God’s final judgment.

“She” must refer to the local church. So my conclusion is that Peter writes from Rome, and that the church in Rome sends its greetings to the churches in Asia Minor.
	Peter ends his letter in the same way as he begins it (see 1:2) – with a blessing of peace for his readers.

	How Peter’s teaching about church relationships in chapter 5 help us stand fast in our own faith. I don’t know about you, but here are a few general thoughts based on my own experience:

	The importance of the right kind of church leadership. When church leaders are true shepherds of God’s flock (unselfish, generous, caring, serving, humble, leading the way through their good example), then the believers will grow and mature and become firmly rooted in their faith. But poor leadership (“bad shepherds”) will make the believers unstable in their faith, and they will become an easy prey for the devil.

	The importance of godly “atmosphere” in a church. Believers will grow spiritually in a church where there is brotherly love, unity, servanthood, humility, and submission to one another. But in a church where the “atmosphere” can be described with words like pride, selfishness, greed, power-struggle, division, and selfish ambition, there the believers will become unstable in their faith, and they will become an easy prey for the devil.

	The importance of godly “routines” in a church. The whole church – not just individual believers – must be self-controlled and watchful. There must be godly “routines” such as regular services, sound Bible teaching, opportunities for members to grow in various kinds of ministry. All these will help the believers grow and mature and become firmly rooted in their faith. But if they are absent, the believers will become unstable in their faith, and they will become an easy prey for the devil.

What about your experiences of this kind of matters?
(Go to Study 12)

Answers 12: Think back on 1 Peter
Notes to the teacher
Don’t neglect this study! It will help the students consolidate what they have learned in the previous studies.
Don’t have too high expectations on the students! Question 2 is very difficult, so what the students can produce will vary considerably. Remember to be kind to the weak students. The important thing is that everybody tries his/her best. The effort is more important than the result!
Use three criteria to evaluate the students’ summaries (question 2):
	The content: Does the summary include most of the points a–g?

	The structure: Is the summary written in running text, or is it just a list of points?

	The language: Does the text present the content in a logical and connected way? Is the text understandable to a general reader (“to a friend in the church”)?

Answers to the questions
	–

	–

(Go to Introduction to 2Peter)

Answers to Introduction to 2 Peter
Notes to the teacher
	Do not spend much time on this introduction. Half of the first lesson should be enough. But allow enough time for the students to digest the essentials.

	Don’t make the students memorize all the details. It is sufficient if they learn a few things as a general background to their study of the book. They can come back to this lesson later, perhaps at the end of the course.

	Try to cover this introduction as you casually interact with the students. So let the students find answers to the questions in dialogue with you. Don’t lecture or “teach”!

	You can reinforce the students’ learning by letting them read through the whole introduction (and the answers below) once more during library time.

Answers to the questions
	Three reasons why many Bible scholars don’t accept that 2 Peter was written by the apostle Peter:

a.The language is different from that of 1 Peter. So 1 Peter and 2 Peter cannot have been written by the same person.
b.The issues dealt with in 2 Peter reflects a later historical period. So Peter would have been dead by the time 2 Peter was written.
c.2 Peter refers to Paul’s letters as a collection of letters widely spread in the churches. This could not have been the case during the lifetime of Peter.
	I would refute these Bible scholars like this:

a.Their first point is invalid: 1 Peter was written by Peter with the help of Silas. 2 Peter was written by Peter himself when he sat imprisoned in Rome waiting to be executed. Not wonder the Greek language and style are different! 
b.Their second point is also invalid: Paul tackles the same issues in some of his letters (even if he partly uses different words in his arguments). We all know that Peter and Paul lived at the same time!
c.Finally, their third point is also invalid: Paul was an apostle with widespread authority at least 15 years before 2 Peter was written. His letters must have been copied and used in the local churches before he and Peter were martyred. Communication in the Roman Empire was very good and believers from different parts of the Empire kept in touch with one another. 
	I think Peter wrote this letter from Rome around AD 65. These are my reasons:

a.This is most probably Peter’s second letter to the same churches (3:1). His first letter was written from Rome.
b.It must have been written shortly before his death (1:13–14). Reliable extra-biblical sources say that Peter was martyred in Rome during the reign of Emperor Nero (who died in AD 68) and in connection with the persecution of Christians that took place after the great fire of Rome in AD 64. 
c.So “around AD 65 in Rome” is a reasonable summary of these facts.
	Peter wrote this letter to address the problems created by false teachers in the early church. These false teachers came from within the church. They questioned the second coming of Jesus, and their false teachings led to a corrupt lifestyle that brought disgrace on the church in the eyes of the general public.

(Go to Reading of 2 Peter)

Answers to Reading of 2 Peter
Notes to the teacher
	Don’t neglect this first step of the study of 2 Peter! Use the first lesson of the course to let the students read through the whole book in one sitting. Make them work in groups of two or three. Let them take turns reading.

	Don’t “teach” the answers to the questions! The main purpose of the questions is to help the students read with attention and to quickly reflect on what they have read. Just check that they have tried to answer the questions. 

	Evaluate the way the students have answered the questions! It will give you a picture of the level of understanding of the students. That picture will help you adapt your teaching to the needs of the students.

	Note down the issues raised by the students in question 5! Make sure that you cover them as you work through the studies. Tell the students to remind you, if you forget.

Comments to Questions
	Important topics from each of the three chapters:

a.Chapter 1:
	Description of a godly life (v 5–9)

	The importance of remembering the basics of the Christian faith (v 12–15)

	Witnesses to the truth of the gospel (v 16–21)

b.Chapter 2:
	The presence of false teachers in the church (v 1–4)

	Examples from the Old Testament of God’s judgment and punishment (v 4–9)

	Description of the false teachers (v 10–22)

c.Chapter 3:
	Peter’s letters as reminders about important truths (v 1–2)

	Scoffers and the Day of the Lord (v 3–7)

	The surety of the Day of the Lord (v 8–9)

	Description of the Day of the Lord (v 10)

	How to live as godly people looking forward to the Day of the Lord (v 11–18)

	Here are some of the challenges for me personally:

a.The fact that there will always be false teachers in the church. What about me? Am I a false teacher? What can I do to avoid becoming a false teacher? How can we identify false teachers? How do we deal with false teachers in the church?
b.The description of godly life: How does my church compare with Peter’s expectations? How do I compare?
c.How do I handle my gift of teaching? Do I keep on reminding the churches about the gospel truths? Or do I waste time on interesting but less important matters?
d.How do I handle the Old Testament witness (“the prophetic word,” 1:19) to the gospel? Do I study it seriously? Do I apply it correctly?
e.How do I face the promise of the second coming of Jesus?
	Here are some of my difficulties:

a.Many sentences are long and complicated. This sometimes makes it hard to figure out what Peter is saying.
b.Peter doesn’t always explain his points. This makes me uncertain of what he is trying to convey.
c.Many words are unusual and not always clear. There are also many repetitions of words and expressions, sometimes with variations. This makes me confused.
d.Sometimes I find that I lack background knowledge. So I end up guessing what Peter is telling his readers.
e.Some of the Old Testament references are hard to understand.
	I would describe the “tone” or the “mood” of the book with words like these: challenging, full of deep theology, serious, full of warning, threatening, full of exhortations.

	–

(Go to Study 13)

Answers 13: Salutation, 1:1–2
Notes to the teacher
The information given in answer 4 third point may confuse some of your students, as the Kannada translations don’t support my statement. This reflects a problem which is unavoidable as long as you have to work with translations – and have very limited knowledge of – or access to – the Greek text. You will come across more examples of this, as you work through 2 Peter.
As a consequence, it is very important that the students realize the dangers of drawing far-reaching conclusions from a translation – unless they first ensure that their translation correctly reflects the original text. Those who have a fair knowledge of English can avoid mistakes by checking alternative translations, or even better: by consulting a reliable commentary.
Answers to the questions
	These two verses contain three “topics”:

a.A presentation of the sender, the writer of the letter (v 1)
b.A description of the addressee, the recipients of the letter (1)
c.A blessing (v 2)
	Peter describes himself like this:

a.Simon Peter: He uses his own Jewish name Simon (some Greek manuscripts instead have the longer form “Simeon”) together with the title that Jesus gave to him. “Peter” comes from the Greek word for “rock” (Mark 3:16).
b.A servant and apostle of Christ: Both these words reveal Peter’s God-given authority. In the Old Testament, God called prophets (for example Isaiah and Jeremiah) and kings (for example David) his “servants” to show that he had given them authority to serve him. 
“Apostle” is a Greek word that means “messenger, ambassador.” Jesus appointed twelve men among his followers and disciples. He called them apostles, because he planned to send them out to preach (Mark 3:14; Luke 6:13). Among them were Simon, who was called Peter (Matt 10:2). One important qualification for an apostle in the early Jerusalem church was that he must be a witness to Jesus’ ministry, death and resurrection (Acts 1:21–22). In the New Testament “apostle” is also used about other church leaders, missionaries and church planters, for example James the brother of Jesus (Gal 1:19), Paul (Acts 14:14; Rom 1:1), Barnabas (Acts 14:14), and even a woman (Junias, Rom 16:7).
	We learn three things about the recipients of the letter and their faith:

a.They are believers: They have received the faith.
b.Their faith is as precious as the one the Peter has. So even if they may be recent converts who are easily swayed by false teachers, there is nothing wrong with the quality of their faith.
c.The reason for this is that their faith does not originate from themselves and it is not based on themselves. It is a faith that comes from their God and Savior. And it is based on his righteousness, not on theirs. 
	We learn four (or five) things about Jesus in these two verses:

a.He is Christ, the Messiah.
b.He is our Savior.
c.He is our God (The expression “God and Savior Jesus Christ” is, however, not reflected in all Bible translations, including the Kannada translations, where we find dEvara mattu namma rakShakanAda yEsukristana nItiyinda “through the righteousness of God and of our Savior Jesus Christ”): Jesus is both our God and our Savior. The following point also shows the New Testament doctrine of the divinity of Jesus.
d.He is our Lord. For a Jew like Peter “Lord” refers to the Covenant Lord of the Old Testament. So this is another way for the New Testament writers to proclaim that Jesus is God. 
e.He is “our Lord”, so we stand in a covenantal relationship to him.
	I find it remarkable that Peter states that it is through “knowledge” that his readers will be blessed. “To know” and “knowledge” are key words in 2 Peter. But the English (unlike the Kannada) translations do not reflect that Peter uses two, related, words. The word in v 2 (the Kannada translations have parijnAna) means “personal knowledge, knowing by experience.” The word in for example in v 6–7 (the Kannada translations have parijnAna ) means “intellectual knowledge, knowledge about.” 

Reflection
Again we find that Peter packs a lot of theology into just a couple of introductory sentences. It is really worthwhile for us to take time to read his text closely!
(Go to Study 14) (Go to Reatreat session 6)

Answers 14: Make your calling and election sure, 1:3–11
Notes to the teacher
This passage contains a lot of theology. So the students will require much time – perhaps not to come up with their own answers to the questions – but to digest the answers that I provide below. They will probably need much help from you.
In this study, I have gone into many details in the text. I use various English translations, which means that all my points may not be clear in the Kannada translations. So make sure that you are well prepared before you face the class!
We touched on the issue of “election” in study 1. My answer to question 5 below has more background information on this controversial issue. One added problem for Pentecostal and Charismatic students of theology is that most books on systematic theology, most Bible commentaries, and many Bible dictionaries lean toward a Reformed (or even Calvinistic) standpoint. This makes us uncomfortable – or even confused.
The sixth session of the retreat (see the Retreat section of this book) will deepen the students’ understanding of what it means to make their “calling and election sure” in the South Indian context, something that requires a biblical balance between knowledge of Jesus and godly living. To practice this balance as they grow spiritually will prepare them for a “good death” and make them ready to face eternity with their Lord and Savior.
Answers to the questions
	We learn several things about Jesus’ “power” (v 3) and “promises” (v 4):

a.Jesus’ power:
	It is divine: The power is from God because Jesus is God.

	It is a gift to us: It is nothing we deserve. But we have to receive it. Gifts are useless unless they are received – and used. So there is a calling involved in the receiving of the gift. He called us by his glorious goodness (“glory and goodness” is the expression used).

	We need this gift to be able to live a godly life (“life and godliness” is a biblical way of saying “godly life”). So there is a purpose with his gift to us.

	The gift is received as we get to know Jesus. If we don’t know him, we will not receive the gift. The word for “know” here means “personal knowledge based on experience.” Jesus must be part of our everyday life.

	Because we know him, we also know the standards of godly life that he expects of us. The goal of our godliness must be to become more and more like him. So Jesus’ expectations on us are high.

	But the good news is that he has given us his power to live lives that please and honor God.

b.Jesus’ promises:
	They are given through Jesus’ glorious goodness.

	They are great and very precious. 

	The promises will make two things possible for us: First, they will make it possible for us to partake in the divine nature. This means that we are saved. We are born by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit moves into our hearts and makes us spiritually alive. We who were dead in our transgressions and sins, have been made alive with Christ (Eph 2:1; Col 2:13). Second, We will “escape from the corruption in the world caused by lust.” This means that we have a hope for eternity. When the Day of the Lord comes to put and end to this corrupt world and all its evil desires, then the day of our final salvation has arrived. We will be with Jesus our Savior forever. 

So in verse 4 we find two perspectives on our salvation: When we accept Jesus as our Savior we enter the kingdom of God, we “are saved, here and now.” When Jesus comes back in glory, the kingdom of God will be consummated, we “will be saved, we are eternally saved.”
	Peter writes that God has given us us “everything needed for life and godliness” (v 3). This is how I think a non-Christian friend or neighbor would understand the term “godliness”:

a.Honesty, for example to speak the truth, not to accept bribes, not to steal or embezzle
b.Decency, for example to have good habits (not smoke or drink, not watch pornography or visit prostitutes, not indulge in rowdiness or wild life)
c.Kindness, for example to be polite, to give alms, to help the poor
d.God-fearing, for example to believe in God, to go to church, to pray, to give donations to church work
	When I go through this passage (v 3–11), I find that Peter mentions all these things about godliness (some of these points are repeated in the other questions):

a.Godliness is God’s divine power working in us (v 3). It comes from God. It is not something we can achieve on our own.
b.Godliness comes through the knowledge of Jesus (v 3). We need to know Jesus personally. There is no true godliness without Jesus.
c.God has called us to godliness (v 3). So we need to pursue godliness. It should be an important part of our lives.
d.Godliness is to partake in the divine nature (v 4). It changes our lives. It makes us different from how we were before. It makes us spiritual instead of worldly. But it does not mean that we become “divine” or “gods.”
e.Through godliness we can escape from the corruption of this world which is caused by lust (evil desires) (v 4). Only godliness will take us all the way to heaven. True godliness will protect us from destruction on the Day of the Lord.
f.We should make every effort to attain godliness (v 5). Our lives must be focused on godliness.
g.Faith is the beginning of godliness (v 5). There is no true godliness apart from faith in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
h.Aspects of godliness are these virtues: goodness and knowledge (v 5), self-control and endurance (v 6), brotherly affection and love (v 7). These virtues characterize a godly person. So we can use these virtues as a mirror for our lives.
i.Godliness will keep us from being ineffective and unfruitful in our knowledge of Christ (v 8). Our “experienced and personal knowledge” of Jesus will bear a harvest of godliness in our lives.
j.Not to have godliness is like being nearsighted or blind (v 9). An ungodly person cannot see spiritual truths and will not understand how God wants him to live. A spiritually nearsighted person cannot see God’s plans for the future: the destruction of the wicked and the salvation of the godly.
k.Not to have godliness is like being forgetful. Such a person does not remember – or care about – that Jesus Christ came to be our Savior (v 9). 
l.Godliness will confirm our calling and election and ensure our salvation (v 10). See the answers to questions 6 and 7 below.
m.Godliness will not only give us his salvation now – but it will also bring us all the way into Jesus’ eternal kingdom (v 11). We read in verse 4 that – because of God’s promises – we as believers may partake in the divine nature now, but we will also escape corruption in the world – which refers to our future.
	Peter expects us to nurture our own holy living (v 5–7) by developing Christlike virtues.

	Knowledge of Jesus and godly living relate to each other like this (v 8–9):

a.The more godly our lives are, the more we will get to know Jesus.
b.Godly lives will make our knowledge of Jesus effective and productive.
c.But if our lives don’t have the marks of godliness, then it becomes evident that we do not really know Jesus and his cleansing power, his salvation.
	What it means for a person to be called and elected by God (v 10–11) has bothered honest, Bible-believing Christians since the beginning of church history. Even today, different denominations (or churches, or Christian groups) will have different answers to this question. 

This division became apparent at the time of the Reformation (during the 16th century and later). There were two opposing standpoints represented by;
a.John Calvin, a 16th century Reformation theologian from Switzerland. He taught that God gives his grace to some people only. Thereby God calls and elects some to salvation. Consequently, all others will face destruction. This kind of theology – and variations of it – is called “Calvinism” or “Reformed theology.” A majority of famous writers (for example Wayne Grudem and Millard Erickson) belong to this school.
b.Jacobus Arminius, a 17th century Reformation theologian from Holland. He instead taught that calling and election refer to those whom God knows ahead of time will respond to him. God consequently does not elect any one for destruction. But he knows that destruction will be the end of some people – those who have not accepted Jesus as their Savior. Not many writers of theological books belong to this school.
Pentecostal and Charismatic churches denounce Calvin’s view, and lean toward Arminius’ view. But it is probably not correct to call them “Arminians.” Instead their view can be summarized like this: God calls every one. But only those who respond to his call will be saved. So they are the elected. One modern theologian with this viewpoint is Rodman Williams, the author of Renewal Theology.
	In the light of my answers to the previous questions I would understand Peter’s exhortation, “Make your calling and election sure” (v 10) like this: 

a.God has called us to salvation, because he desires all men to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Tim 2:4).
b.God elected (or chose) us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and without blemish in his sight (Eph 1:4). God’s plan from the very beginning was the salvation of mankind.
c.This election became a reality for us when we accepted Jesus as our personal Savior (compare Titus 1:1; 1 Pet 1:1).
d.We can make our calling and election sure by remaining in his love and obeying his commands (John 15:10). If we forsake our first love (Rev 2:4) by turning our backs on Jesus and if we trade our godly lives for ungodliness and worldliness, then we have lost our calling and our election. Then we will come under God’s judgment at the return of Jesus.
	There are two promises to those who keep this exhortation (v 10–11):

a.They will never stumble (v 10). This means that they will continue with their godly lives as long as they live.
b.They will be welcomed into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (v 11). This means that their future will be with Jesus in heaven forever. 
Reflections
One thing that Peter brings up in this passage is the close link between the knowledge of Jesus and our Christian lives. The more we know him, the more that knowledge will change our lives into lives characterized by godliness. But this knowledge is not an intellectual knowledge or a philosophical knowledge. It is also not a matter of “deep” knowledge. Instead, it is an intimate and personal knowledge, a knowledge of him as our personal Savior.
But this link goes both ways. The quality and nature of our godliness will reveal to what extent we know Jesus. A person who professes knowledge of Jesus and who declares that he has faith in him but who is selfish, lacks self-control, and doesn’t love his fellow-believer – such a person is spiritually ineffective and unfruitful (v 8). He has forgotten that he was cleansed from his past sins (v 9). His knowledge of Jesus is defective.
(Go to Study 15) (Go to Reatreat session 6)

Answers 15: Remember the witnesses, 1:12–21
Notes to the teacher
This passage contains sentences and expressions that are difficult to understand for an inexperienced reader – or for a reader with limited background knowledge of the Bible. What is Peter writing about in v 16–18? (Answer: He is referring to Jesus’ transfiguration.) And what is the purpose of these verses for his flow of argument? (Answer: They witness to the truth of Peter’s teachings.)
An even more difficult section is v 19–21, where even Bible scholars have some disagreements. The first part of v 19 is ambiguous in the Greek text, and our Bible translations reflect the different options (compare for example the Kannada translations with the English NIV). Further, what does Peter want to convey to his readers through these three verses? And what “prophets” does Peter have in mind?
The answers below reflect my views on these matters. These views are based on the logic of Peter’s argument. Any interpretation of details must make sense in the larger context. This passage is about reminding and remembering. And Peter has two witness to the truths that he is reminding his readers about and that he wants his readers to remember.
Answers to the questions
	Peter knows that his life has almost come to an end. This has been revealed to him by Jesus Christ himself. Peter doesn’t mention how or when Jesus did so.

	Peter uses three metaphorical phrases to describe death in general and his death in particular (v 12–15):

a.As long as I live in this bodily tent (v 13): The metaphor is a nomad (or an Indian gypsy) living in a tent. Death is pictured as his departure from one camping ground (life in this world) in order to move to another camping ground (heaven). This metaphor conveys Peter’s understanding of believers as aliens and strangers in this world.
b.I will soon put off this bodily tent (v 14): The metaphor is a man taking off his clothes. Death is pictured as his taking off the body like he is taking off a dirty shirt in order to put on a clean shirt. This metaphor conveys the idea of death as the changing of the human body for a heavenly body.
c.My departure (v 15): The metaphor is a person leaving one place to go to another place. Death is seen as a departure from this world to go to another world.
	My answer to the previous question shows that Peter had a very relaxed attitude to his own death. He sees it as a departure from this present life to a new life. He understands that life on this earth is temporary. Here we are just pilgrims and travelers. Our real home is with Jesus in heaven. Peter also knows that his death is inevitable, and that it will come soon.

	A key word (or concept) that occurs three times in v 12–15 is variations of “remember”:

a.Peter wants to keep on reminding his readers of their faith and godliness (v 12). This is something he has done before and will continue to do as long as he lives. The grammatical form of “remind” emphasizes the importance of this reminding. Peter wants them to continue to be established in the truth. So they need to be reminded about it.
b.Peter also wants to refresh the memory of his readers. Peter knows that his life is almost over. So you would expect him to have some new and fresh ideas to write to his readers about. But he doesn’t. Instead he wants to refresh their memories of what he has taught them (and written to them) earlier. They already know the truth. Now Peter wants to remind them of that, so that they will not be carried away by the destructive heresies (2:1) of the false teachers.
c.Peter finally wants to make sure that they remember these things even after his death (v 15). See also question 6 below.
	We can draw at least these four conclusions about Peter’s pastoral concern from v 12–15:

a.Peter feels responsible for his readers who are under his care. He wants them to understand the Christian faith and how to live godly lives.
b.He is patient with them. He again and again reminds them about the basic truths.
c.He is concerned about their future. So he wants to ensure that they remember what he has communicated to them, because hard and confusing times will come to the church. 
d.He puts the needs of his sheep before his own needs. So he is more concerned about them than about his own dangerous situation.
	Peter thinks it is right to refresh the memory of his readers (v 13). He reminds them two main things (v 16–21):

a.That the witness of the New Testament apostles is true and reliable (v 16–18). They have spoken what they have seen and heard (compare 1 John 1:1–4).
b.The witness of the Old Testament is also true and reliable (v 19–21). The “prophets” in these verses must refer to the Old Testament prophets (and not to prophets in general). This is clear from the context. The theme of v 16–21 is “the two witnesses” to the validity and reliability of what Peter has told his readers about “knowledge and godliness.” In the New Testament the expression “the prophets” can represent the entire Old Testament.
	Peter refers to Jesus’ transfiguration in 1:16–18 (see also Matt 17:1–8). Here is a list of how these two texts show that this event was a revelation of Christ’s majesty:

a.Jesus was transfigured before the three disciples (v 2). The word “trans-figured” means “changed.” 
b.His face shone like the sun (v 2).
c.His clothes became as white as the light (v 2).
d.God was present as a bright cloud overshadowed them (v 5).
e.God spoke from the cloud and said, “This is my beloved Son. With him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” (v 5).
f.Jesus received from God the Father honor and glory (v 17).
g.The disciples heard God’s voice confirming Jesus’ identity (v 5 and 17)
	It would make a difference to those who knew Peter that his teachings about Jesus came from an eyewitness of his majesty: They could be sure that Peter’s words (and the words of the other apostles) could be trusted. What he taught them must be true. This is in contrast to cleverly devised stories (v 16), which would describe the false teachers rather than Peter. These false teachers created myths to support their heresies.

	Peter makes use of these four metaphors in v 19–21:

a.A lamp shining in a dark place (v 19): A lamp will guide a person in a dark place. Similarly the Old Testament texts will give spiritual guidance to the believers. So they must pay attention to the Old Testament and its testimony to the truth of the gospel that Peter is reminding his readers of.
b.Until the day dawns (v 19): This probably refers to the Day of the Lord (compare Joel 2:2) and the second coming of Jesus.
c.The morning star rises in your hearts (v 20): The morning star is Venus, a planet that at times can been seen very bright in the predawn morning. So the morning star becomes the promise of a new day. The “star” is also used in the Old Testament about the coming Messiah (Num 24:17; compare Matt 2:2). What Peter refers to by “in your hearts” is uncertain. But the context is the second coming of Jesus, so I understand it to mean something like this: “When Jesus comes back you will see him face to face and then you will know him more intimately than you do now.”
d.They were moved by the Holy Spirit (v 21): This means that the Old Testament prophets (or rather all the books of the Old Testament) were inspired by the Holy Spirit.
	The origin of the Old Testament word (according to v 19–21) is God himself. The writers spoke from God as they were inspired by the Holy Spirit. The writers did not themselves figure out what to write, but God spoke through them. So it is God’s word.

	We who teach and preach in South India today can learn at least these five things from this study for our teaching and preaching ministries:

a.The importance of the teaching ministry of the church. The church must never neglect this work. Peter can serve as a good example for us. He never stopped reminding his flock of God’s truths. He made sure that his flock had access to God’s word even after his death.
b.The importance of laying a good foundation. Sometimes we feel as preachers and teachers that we must come up with new stuff. That is a dangerous misunderstanding. Our task is not to find new things to teach. It is to teach the basics in such a way that they are always fresh and relevant to those who listen to us. We need to learn how to apply the old truths to new circumstances. We should never change the truths so that they fit the new circumstances.
c.The concern for the spiritual knowledge and godliness of the believer we are serving. Peter was very concerned about his flock. He knew that they would be facing false teachers and challenges to their faith and their Christian lifestyle. So he wanted to do everything in his power no make sure that they were rooted in their faith, that they had personal experience of Jesus, and that they grew in godliness.
d.The divine inspiration of the Bible. The Bible is different from all other books. Other books may have been written by godly men and they may contain useful and inspiring spiritual material. But they are not inspired by the Holy Spirit. And they are not God’s word. The Bible is written by men who spoke from God, men who were moved by the Holy Spirit. This places challenges on us who preach and teach. We have to treat the word of God with respect. We have to interpret Bible passages in agreement with God’s intentions. We have to allow the Holy Spirit to illumine our minds so that we understand God’s message to us through his word. We need wisdom to see and boldness to speak.
e.The validity of the Old Testament testimony. Christians often ignore the Old Testament. They find the texts too offensive or confusing. They feel that it is irrelevant to the church in its modern historical and cultural context. But this is not how Peter wants his readers to look at the Old Testament. Instead he wants them to pay attention to it and use it like we use a lamp in a dark pace. He also validates the Old Testament testimony. It speaks about God’s salvation through Jesus. It speaks about God’s day of judgment and the return of our Lord. So perhaps we who teach and preach in South India today need to reconsider our approach to – and our use of – the Old Testament.
Reflections
This has been a challenging study for us who preach and teach in South India today. Peter’s concern for his readers is an example for us to follow. Are we untiring in our efforts to lay a spiritual foundation based on God’s word? Do we follow up and make sure that each one of our church members is firmly established in the truth? Do we follow cleverly devised stories (1:16), or are we faithful to the testimony of the apostles (the New Testament books) and the prophets (the Old Testament books)?
(Go to Study 16) (Go to Reatreat session 6)

Answers 16: Beware of false teachers, 2:1–9
Notes to the teacher
Questions 1 and 3 require the students to draw conclusions from the text. The answers are not evident, but based on implications.
Question 4 is about a mysterious statement that Peter makes about angels. Many commentaries see it as a reference to the pre-flood story in Genesis about the “sons of God” (Gen 6:1–4). I find this unlikely. In my Pentateuch textbook (Genesis study 9), I have understood “sons of God” as godly men in the family line of Seth marrying women from the wicked family line of Cain (“the daughters of men”). See further my answer to question 4 below.
Answers to the questions
	We can understand from verse 1 that false teachers will always be present in the church. Peter begins with the statement that some of the Old Testament prophets were false prophets (see for example Deut 13:1–5; Is 9:14–16; Jer 14:14; Zech 13:2–3), and later in the chapter he mentions Balaam, a diviner from Mesopotamia. Then Peter states that there would be false teachers also among them. So we should not be surprised when false teachers and false preachers appear in our churches.

	Peter gives five characteristics of a false teacher (v 1–3). These will help us identify false teachers in the church:

a.They teach heresies (v 1): The false teachers do not base their teachings on a correct understanding of biblical truths. Instead they base them on stories they have invented. It may not be easy for the believers to detect these heresies, because they are often introduced secretly. These heresies are usually destructive for a church fellowship. Peter also mentions one doctrinal area where these heresies can be found: “Even denying the Master who bought them.” They deny the divinity of Jesus and the work he did on the cross for our salvation. Another area of their heresies touches on ethics, the godly lives of believers – see the following point.
b.They follow immoral ways (2): Their heresies affect their lifestyle negatively. Instead of pursuing godliness, they gratify their selfish desires. Once their Christian lifestyle is compromised, sinful habits take over and control their lives. They use their false doctrines to justify their sins. And believers will follow their example – see the following point.
c.They have many followers (v 2): False teachers talk smoothly. They invent exciting “new” doctrines. They uncover “mysteries” in the Bible that no one has discovered before. They twist old doctrines to make them more attractive to their listeners. They deny biblical truths that require people to take up their cross and follow Jesus. They appeal to the weak and sinful human nature. So people are thrilled to listen to them – and happy to follow them. Their own shameful life attracts followers. As a result the church loses its testimony – see the following point.
d.They bring shame to the testimony of the church (v 2): People in this world may be worldly, but they are no fools. They observe their Christian neighbors, fellow students, and co-workers. They “know” that Christians are supposed to have high morals and good work ethics. They expect Christian believers to be decent and upright. So the ungodly lives of false teachers and their followers bring shame to the church. So the church loses its testimony – and its attraction. Who would listen to people like that? Who wants to belong to a church with that kind of members? Consequently, the preaching of the gospel loses its power.
e.They exploit the believers (v 3): They have selfish motives. They want power and control. They desire money and property. They want to build their own dynasties and empires. So they manipulate and exploit the believers. Sadly, many followers of false teachers don’t mind being exploited – as long as their ears are tickled by what they hear and their worldly human desires are satisfied.
	We can understand from verse 3 that God is not fooled by the false teachers – even if their followers are fooled. God may not punish the false teachers immediately, but he has condemned them from the very beginning. Peter uses two metaphors to describe this delay:

a.Their condemnation is not idle.
b.Their destruction has not been sleeping.
When we see false teachers at work – prospering in spite of their evil ways, and attracting lots of followers – we sometimes question God. Why does he allow this to happen? Why doesn’t he intervene and stop this wickedness? Why doesn’t he punish the evil-doers? Then we should remind ourselves of Peter’s words. God has already condemned them, and their destruction is sure.
Sometimes, however, the evil ways of the false teachers, brings swift destruction on them (v 1).
	Bible scholars don’t agree on what biblical event Peter is referring to with “angels that sinned” (v 4):

a.Some think that Peter is referring to Gen 6:1–4 (a difficult story where the Hebrew text contains uncertainties). There we read that “the sons of God” (referring to angels, they say) married “the daughters of men” and had children by them. The children that were born were called Nephilim. They were giants and “the heroes of old.” But nothing is said in the text about angels, or their punishment in hell. I find it unlikely that angels (who are spirits and who Jesus described as asexual, Matt 22:30) would have sexual relationships with women.
b.Others think that Peter is referring to something that happened before the fall of Adam and Eve. The angels who fell became the devil and his evil angels (or evil spirits). The Bible, however, has no clear records of  this. Peter’s words seem to indicate that God keeps some of these fallen angels imprisoned in hell unto the Day of Judgment. I think this is the more reasonable understanding of 2 Peter 2:4. 
	Peter makes two points by mentioning the sinful angels:

a.First, no sinner can escape God’s judgment, not even angels.
b.Second, God’s punishment of evil is sure, even it it is delayed until the Day of Judgment.
	Peter describes Noah as a preacher of righteousness (v 5). When we compare this “evaluation” of Noah with the records we have in the Old Testament about his life at the time of the ark and the Flood (see Gen 6: 9–7:1), we wonder where Peter got his information from. It is true that the Old Testament pictures Noah as a godly and righteous man in a world full of unrighteous and ungodly people (Gen 6:9; compare Ezek 14:14, 20). But nothing is said of him being a “preacher.” Perhaps Peter’s point is that Noah’s righteous life made him a “preacher of righteousness.” Or perhaps Peter had access to other information about the way in which Noah interacted with the people of his time. There is no way for us to know.

	This is the picture that Peter paints of Lot (v 6–8):

a.He was a righteous man. We can read in Gen 18:16–19:29 about Sodom  and Gomorrah and God’s punishment over the “cities of the plain.” Lot was saved because he was a righteous man.
b.He was distressed by the sinful way in which the people of his city Sodom lived. Their lives were immoral, and they were lawless.
c.He lived among these people day after day. So he was tormented by their sinfulness and lawlessness over an extended period of time.
	I think Peter wants his readers to learn at least nine things from the three Old Testament events that he mentions in v 4–9:

a.God’s judgment is inescapable. It came over angels at some unknown time in the history of the universe. It came over the sinful world at the time of the Flood. It came over the cities of the plain at the time of Abraham and Lot.
b.No evil and sinful person can escape God’s judgment. Not even angels.
c.But the righteous will escape from God’s judgment. Noah escaped the Flood. Lot escaped the cities of the plain.
d.The time for God’s judgment is in his hands. It is not for us to know when it will come. But we can be sure that it will come – on the Day of Judgment, if not earlier.
e.Meanwhile, God is in control. The Lord knows how to deliver godly men out of trials and to keep the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while keeping them under punishment (v 9).
f.Ungodly and immoral people are punished even now. Their destructive way of life will gradually destroy them. Drinking can lead to alcoholism, disease, and early death. Immoral sexual behavior can leads HIV and Aids. Gluttony and overeating can lead to diabetes, stroke, and heart attack. Theft, robbery and murder can lead to prison sentences and in some cases even the death penalty.
g.It is possible for a righteous man to live a godly life in the midst of  filth, sin, and lawlessness. Noah did so. Lot did so.
h.But it is difficult to do so. A godly and righteous person will be distressed and tormented by what he sees and hears around him. Just like Lot was.
i.What happened with the cities of the plain is an example of what is going to happen with the ungodly when this present world is destroyed. Sodom and Gomorrah were burned to ashes. When the Day of the Lord comes the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be dissolved with fire (2 Pet 3:10, 12).
Reflections
Doctrine is important. If correct doctrines are taught in a church, believers will understand God’s will for their lives. They will grow in the knowledge of their Savior. They will grow in godliness and holy living. There will be love and unity in the church. But if heresies are taught in a church, there will be problems for the believers. They will be confused about who God is. They will forget about the saving grace that he brought to them through the suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. They will be misguided about how to live as Christians. Instead of pursuing a life of godliness they will satisfy their weak and sinful human desires. Instead of humility, harmony, and love characterizing the fellowship of believers, there will be pride, jealousy, power struggle and ultimately divisions and splits in the church. So teachers and preachers! “Do your best to present yourselves as approved by God, as workmen who have no need to be ashamed and who correctly handle the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15). Be watchful! Beware of heresies! Avoid false teachers, and never become one yourself!
We must never underestimate the witnessing power of godliness. Our Christian lives must testify to the goodness, grace, and love of our God and Savior. When people around us see how we live our everyday lives, when they observe how we interact with fellow believers, when they notice how we move around with the general public – then they must ask themselves, Who is their God? Their minds will be opened to the Christian witness, the the proclamation of the gospel. Their lives will be like a field prepared to receive the seed of the word of God.
Life in this world is a life under God’s judgment. The righteous man will escape God’s judgment, both now and on the Day of the Lord. But our own human righteousness is not enough. We need to be made righteous by receiving Jesus as our Savior. Paul, who was a righteous man according to Jewish standards, considered his previous righteousness as rubbish, in order that he might gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of his own, a righteousness based on the law, but a righteousness from God by faith in Christ (Phil 3:8–9). The unrighteous man, however, will be judged by God – perhaps even in this life, but if not, certainly on the Lord’s Day of judgment.
Meanwhile, Christian believers have to live in a world full of filthiness, sin, and lawlessness. Our lives must be godly in the midst of ungodliness. We must pursue  righteousness in the midst of unrighteousness. As Paul writes to his young co-worker Timothy: Flee from youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart (2 Tim 2:22). The fellowship of believers, the church, must be a place where righteousness and godliness are pursued.
(Go to Study 17) (Go to Reatreat session 7)

Answers 17: Recognize false teachers, 2:10–22
Notes to the teacher
The seventh session of the retreat (see the Retreat section of this book) will deepen the students’ understanding of how to recognize false teachers in the South Indian context.
At the end of verse 10 the Greek text has the word “glory” in a context which confuses interpreters and translators. One English translation has “celestial beings” while others have “authority.” Kannada NIV has gauravavuLLavarannu “those worthy of respect”, and Kannada JV has mahApadaviyarvarannu “those of high position”. Most Bible scholars understand it as referring to angels, others to church leaders. See answer to question 2 (point d) below.
The last question touches on the controversial theological issue about salvation and apostasy. The Pentecostal standpoint is that apostasy is a real possibility (the second standpoint). Reformed theologians on the other hand (the first standpoint), claim that what seems to be apostasy cannot really be so. Go through my answer and help the students understand the two contrasting standpoints.
This time I have included two Research topics for good students with extra time on their hand. But only students with reasonable knowledge of English will be able to manage them. They would also need access to Internet (or a large encyclopedia or other library resources) to find the information they need. Jehovah’s witnesses and the United Pentecostal Church (UPC or “Jesus Only”) are active in South India. The other groups are small in India, but have many followers in some other countries. The “Jesus Only” groups are usually considered “Christian.” But their doctrine of God (more so than their “baptism formula”) shows that they are heretical. So we should consider their pastors to be “false teachers.”
Answers to the questions
	In the first half of verse 10, Peter’s point is to assure his readers that God’s judgment (the two Kannada translation have actually added the phrase “God will judge”, which is not found in the Greek text) will fall upon the false teachers (who are described as followers of depraved lust) just as it fell on the ungodly during Old Testament times (as described in v 4–8).

	In this passage, Peter makes use of various kinds of imagery (similes, metaphors and proverbial sayings) to describe and characterize false teachers. Here is a list of the most important examples of this (you may have noted one or two more):

a.They are like unreasoning animals (v 12): Peter goes on to explain that these animals are creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and killed. This simile gives a very negative picture of the false teachers. Peter compares them with animals that are irrational and only live by their instincts. Their future is to be killed and perhaps eaten. Similarly, the false teachers lack common sense. They are undisciplined and follow only their sinful desires. So their future is destruction.
b.They are spots and blemishes (v 13): These expressions reveal the unworthiness and uselessness of the false teachers. In the following chapter, Peter exhorts his readers to make every effort to be found spotless and blameless (3:14). But here he uses the opposites of the same Greek words: instead of being “spotless”, the false teachers are “blots”; instead of being “blameless”, they are “blemishes”. In his first letter, Peter uses the same word “spotless” about Jesus, who was the perfect sacrificial lamb (1 Pet 1:19). As spots and blemishes the false teachers cannot be used by God. They will be rejected and discarded.
c.With eyes full of adultery (v 14): The false teachers look at every woman with sexual desire (The Greek has “having eyes full of adulteress”). So their eyes are constantly instruments of lust.
d.They are accursed children (v 14): This  metaphor means that God’s curse is on them.
e.They have gone astray to follow the way of Balaam (v 15): They have left “the straight way” (referring to a righteous way of life, compare Prov 8:2; 12:26), a life according to God’s will. “To follow the way of Balaam” means to be like Balaam, to do like he did. Balaam was a greedy Mesopotamian diviner employed by the Moabite king Balak to curse the Israelites (see Num 22–24).
f.They are wells without water (v 17): This metaphor refers to the fact that a well without water is useless. So the false teachers have nothing useful to say or teach.
g.They are clouds driven by a storm (v 17): This metaphor refers to the fact that a storm is in total control of a cloud. A cloud cannot control itself. So the false teachers are unstable and cannot be trusted. Neither can their words be trusted.
h.The blackness of darkness is reserved for them (v 17): The destiny of the false teachers is darkness. They will end up in hell. This is what God has planned for them.
i.“A dog returns to his vomit” (v 22): This saying is a quotation from Prov 26:11: Like a dog returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly. Peter uses it with the same meaning as the following saying.
j.A sow that is washed wallows in the mud (v 22): This saying or proverb is not found in the Old Testament. The Jews considered the pig (but also the dog) an unclean animal. Peter uses the saying to show that the false teachers will finally return to their original unholy pagan way of life.
	This long list of characteristics should alert us that we are encountering a false teacher (v 10–19):

a.False teachers follow the depraved lust of the sinful nature (v 10): So they do not live holy and sanctified lives according to God’s plan and will.
b.They despise authority (v 10): So they don’t honor those who God has put over them, neither secular nor spiritual authorities.
c.They are bold and arrogant (v 10): So they lack the humility which is one of the key characteristics of the church and of a Christian leader.
d.They slander angels/celestial beings (v 10): They speak ill about those who should be honored, whether they are church leaders or spiritual beings.
e.They blaspheme (v 12): They speak irreverently about sacred things, even about things they don’t understand. 
f.They lack understanding, they are irrational like unreasoning animals (v 12): They may speak smoothly and seductively – and perhaps even convincingly. But they are really brutish, not only in the way they behave and act, but also in the way they think. 
g.They do harm ( v 13): False teachers harm both individuals and churches. Instead of building up, they tear down.
h.They party and revel (v 13): Their lifestyle will reveal who they are. They are people of the sinful flesh. And they live to satisfy the sinful desires of the flesh, the human nature in revolt against God.
i.They are immoral and sinful (v 14): They look at all women with lust. They are not ashamed of their immoral thoughts and sinful acts.
j.They seduce and entice people (v 14): They lead people astray by their words and by their false promises. But they also lead people astray by their bad example. They are destructive role models.
k.They are greedy (v 14): Like Balaam of the Old Testament they serve in order to gain benefits – power or riches. They always expect some kind of personal benefit. They seek to fleece their followers.
l.They have nothing useful to say (they are like wells without water, v 17): See the previous question point f.
m.They are unstable (they are like clouds driven by a storm, v 17): See the previous question point g.
n.They are boastful (v 18): They boast about who they are. They boast about what they have achieved. They boast about what they plan to do. They boast because they have placed themselves the center of the universe instead of God. They are proud as well as boastful.
o.They appeal to the lusts of the flesh (v 18): They themselves have given in to the lustful desires of human nature. So they convince their followers to take the same destructive path.
p.They give false promises of freedom (v 19): These promises are false, because what seems to be “freedom” is the first step to slavery.
	When we look at the answers to the previous question, we find at least four main reasons why some people are attracted to teachers with these characteristics:

a.They are persuasive: They are smooth talkers. They use convincing words and arguments. They have exciting “revelations.” They bring new “truths” to the church.
b.They appeal to human weaknesses: They claim that God will not condemn and judge us for the way we live. They “prove” that there is nothing wrong with our old lifestyle: God wants us to have a good time and enjoy life. So there is nothing wrong with feasting, drinking, and lustful behavior.
c.They seem to be successful and in control of things around them: They don’t care about authorities. They speak arrogantly against church leaders and secular leaders. Nothing can stop them. They have many followers. They have great success. They rule their universe.
d.They make attractive promises: They promise you freedom. There is no need to follow narrow-minded rules and laws. There is no need to live a limited and restricted life. You are free to make your own rules. You are absolutely free to please yourself. Hasn’t God even promised us freedom? And doesn’t the Bible say that there is no condemnation in Christ?
	“Freedoms” might easily become another form of slavery. This we find when we reflect on the kind of “freedom” that the false teachers promise. Here are three everyday examples:

a.A false teacher may say, “As a Christian you are, of course, free to drink.” So you start to drink a little. Gradually you increase your intake of alcoholic drinks until one day you are an alcoholic. Your “freedom” has become slavery. You are now a slave to your drinking habits.
b.A false teacher may say, “As a Christian you are, of course, free to enjoy life. It’s nothing wrong with watching pornography once in a while.” So you start watching pornography, until one day you have became a slave to this destructive habit. Your freedom has become slavery.
c.A false teacher may say, “As a Christian you should, of course, enjoy life as much as possible. So why don’t you spend more time with your old friends?” So you start spending a lot of time with old non-Christian friends – on food and drink, on movies and discos, on outings and journeys – until one day you find that all your money has been spent. So you start borrowing money from money-lenders. And within a few months you realize that you have became a slave to the money-lenders and their goondas. Then you try to solve your problem by “borrowing” money from the company that you are handling the accounts for. This goes on, until the day you are caught and your whole life collapses. You are taken to court. You are convicted of embezzlement, and you end up in jail. Your “freedom” put you behind iron bars in a prison.
	A comparison between Christ’s work as presented in 1:1–4 and the freedom and slavery described by Peter in 2:19 will show that the gift that Christ offers is totally different from the things that the false teachers offer:

a.2 Pet 1:1–4: We as believers have received our precious faith because of the righteousness of Jesus Christ, who is our God and our Savior (v 1). Our knowledge of God and of our Lord Jesus will give us grace and peace in abundance (v 2). When we know our Lord Jesus Christ, we will receive all we need – through his divine power – to live godly lives. He has also promised us the divine nature and protection from evil influences in this world – and  eternal life (an escape from the corruption of this world, v 4).
b.2 Pet 2:19: What initially seems to be “freedom” (for example to follow our own whims and desires, or to follow a lifestyle satisfying the cravings of “the flesh”) will inevitably lead to slavery. Our own whims and desires satisfying the “flesh” will become our master – and we will become slaves under them.
So when be submit ourselves to Christ, we will achieve true freedom – in this world as well as in eternity. But when we submit ourselves to the “freedom” that the false teachers promise us, we will actually become slaves under this false “freedom” – in this world as well as in eternity.
	Depending on their theological background, Bible scholars interpret v 20–22 differently:

a.Reformed theologians (and others of the Calvinistic tradition, see Answers 14) say that these verses prove that the false teachers had never really known Jesus and that their righteousness had never been genuine. Because, if they had been truly born again and saved, they would have been preserved in their faith. The two proverbs in verse 22 prove that the false teachers had always been “dogs” and “pigs.” Once a dog, always a dog, once a pig, always a pig. What happened in between must have been fake.
b.Other theologians (among them those of the Arminian tradition, see Answers 14) say that these verses prove that it is possible for a genuinely born again and saved person to lose his salvation and to become an apostate. The false teachers had at one point escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. They had at one point known the way of righteousness. But they had turned their backs on God’s salvation and his godliness for them. The two proverbs in verse 22 illustrate this fact: The false teachers had returned to their old pagan and pre-Christian way of life, just like a dog returns to its vomit, and a pig goes back to wallowing in the mud.
As a person belonging to the Pentecostal theological tradition, I cannot accept the first interpretation. I really believe that the Bible teaches that God has given us human beings the freedom to say “yes” or “no” to his offer of salvation through Jesus Christ. When we say “yes,” we are truly born again and saved. When we say “no,” God will not force himself on us and save us against our will. When we who have accepted his salvation – for some reason or other – later decide to turn our backs on him and his plan for us, then we lose his salvation. We become apostates.
Reflections
This study would have given you tools to recognize false teachers – even in your own South Indian cultural context. Jesus had this to say about false teachers (he called them “false prophets”): “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves. By their fruit you will know them. Do you gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree produces good fruit; but the corrupt tree produces evil fruit. A good tree can’t produce evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree produce good fruit. Every tree that doesn’t grow good fruit is cut down, and thrown into the fire. Therefore, by their fruits you will know them. Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will tell me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, in your name cast out demons, and in your name do many mighty works?’ Then I will tell them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you who work iniquity.’” (Matt 7:15–23)
“By their fruit you will know them”, Jesus said. What fruit does your ministry bring forth? Are you a skilled gospel worker, who “correctly handles the word of truth” (2 Tim 2:15)? Or are you a false teacher, who leads people astray with false promises and a seductive lifestyle?
Research topics
	The Nicene Creed

In the year AD 325 about three hundred Christian bishops gathered in a town called Nicaea in the northwest of present-day Turkey. Their job was to write a clear and concise statement of the Christian faith. After several months of careful study of the Bible they created the “Nicene Creed”. Most heresies will be exposed, when they are compared with the Nicene Creed.
Find an English copy of the Nicene Creed in the library or on Internet. Study it carefully. Try to make a Kannada translation of the text. Or you could find a Kannada version of the creed (for example in a Roman Catholic handbook for priests).
	Almost “Christian” – but not quite

Some religions are almost “Christian” – but not quite. They are sometimes called “Christian cults”. One of them is even considered “Christian” by most people. Some of them are:
	The Mormon Church

	Christian Science

	Jehovah’s Witnesses

	The Family International (earlier called The Children of God) 

	United Pentecostal Church (Oneness Pentecostals, Jesus Only)

Which of these have you heard of before? Do any of them have any followers in Karnataka? Are their followers considered “Christian” or “non-Christian”?
The Jesus Only groups are usually considered “Christian” in India. Why? Is that a correct label considering their ”doctrine of God”?
You can easily find information in English about these groups on Internet. Your college library may also have books with the information you are looking for.
Write a brief “paper” with your findings and conclusions.
(Go to Study 18) (Go to Reatreat session 7)

Answers 18: Remember the promise, 3:1–7
Notes to the teacher
In the Greek text (shown in the English translations, but not in the Kannada Bibles) verse 3 begins with the phrase “First of all.” It should be understood as “above all” or “most importantly”, not as the first item in a list of points.
It is important that the students understand the New Testament meaning of the expression “the last days” (see my answer to question 4).  Today we often narrow down the meaning of this expression, so by “the last days” we usually mean “the very end of the church period, the time just before Jesus’ second coming.” But that is not the New Testament understanding of God’s time plan. When Paul reminds his readers about “warnings from Israel’s history”, he concludes like this: Now all these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, on whom the ends of the ages have come (1 Cor 10:11). Paul understood that he was already living in the last days and that “the end of the ages” had come with Jesus’ life and ministry. So we need to understand that we still live in the last days and that they will be completed at the return of Jesus and the Day of the Lord.
Answers to the questions
	Peter begins this passage by stating his purpose with his two letters: They are “reminders” to his readers in order to stir up their sincere mind. In the previous chapter, Peter has been describing the false teachers and their sinful life and their destructive way of thinking. But Peter wants his readers to live and think differently. Their lives must be godly and their thinking must be sincere and pure.

	Peter wants his reader to base their “sincere mind” on two sources (v 2):

a.The words spoken in the past by the holy prophets: This refers to the Old Testament texts. “The prophets” is a short way of saying “the books of the Old Testament.”
b.The commandment of our Lord and Savior through their apostles: This refers to what we now have documented in the New Testament texts. The apostles are the source of the material found in the 27 New Testament books of our Bible.
So here Peter again reminds his readers about the “two witnesses” (see Study 15): the New Testament witness and the Old Testament witness (1:16–21).
	I would summarize the contents of chapter 3 like this, if I am only allowed to use a couple of sentences: Peter answers the question why Jesus hasn’t come back yet in spite of promising to do so. He then describes the Day of the Lord and exhorts his readers to be ready for that day.

	In verse 3, Peter uses the expression “in the last days”. In  the New Testament this expression refers to the period between Jesus’ first and second coming. It is the “church age.” In his sermon on the First Day of Pentecost, Peter quoted Joel’s prophecy where God says, Afterward I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh (Joel 2:28) to explain to the crowd what was happening on that day. But Peter changed the first words to In the last days … (Acts 2:17) in order to make it clear to everybody that the last days had now come and that God was now beginning to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies that would lead up to the Day of the Lord and the end of this present world order. So “the last days” begin with Jesus’ first coming and they end with his second coming.

	Verse 4 says that scoffers will ask, “Where is the promise of his coming?” This is what Jesus promised in John 14:1–3:

	Jesus was going away to prepare a place for his disciples in his Father’s house.

	Jesus will come back.

	Jesus will take his disciples to be where he is.

This is what Jesus said and the angels promised in Acts 1:6–11:
	Jesus would not restore the kingdom at that point in history. First the Holy Spirit would come and give his disciples power to witness to the ends of the earth.

	Jesus will come back from heaven in the same way as they had seen them go there.

These are my answers the two questions:
a.If I was living thirty years (one whole generation) after Christ’s death and resurrection, I would be asking these questions about his return:
	Why hasn’t Jesus come back yet?

	Will he ever come back? Or has there been a change in God’s plans?

	Can I do anything to make him come back sooner?

	How do I prepare myself for his return – whenever he decides to come back?

b.Now almost two thousand years later questions do I would ask myself the same questions.
	Peter claims that the scoffers “deliberately ignore” something (v 5). They ignore that God’s word is reliable. It was through his word that God created the universe. It was God’s word that brought the Flood during the days of Noah. So history shows that God’s word is to be trusted. God has given his word about the future that the day of his judgment will come. So we be certain that it will come.

	We learn four things about “the day of judgment” from verse 7:

a.The present universe will be destroyed.
b.The means of destruction will be fire.
c.It will be a day of God’s judgment.
d.That judgment will lead to the destruction of the ungodly.
Reflections
In the early church there were scoffers who thought that the believers were fools to keep on waiting for the return of Jesus. A whole generation had passed since Jesus ascended into heaven. And they were still waiting for him to come back! Surely they must have misunderstood the whole thing! Perhaps God had changed his plans? Or perhaps Jesus had already come back in some kind of spiritual or symbolic way? So the scoffers scoffed. And the believers were confused.
Almost two thousand years have passed since Peter wrote his second letter. And Jesus has still not returned on the clouds of heaven (Matt 26:64). Even the scoffers seem to have become silent. Perhaps there is no need for them any longer. The church may once in a while preach about the second coming of Jesus. But nobody seems to care much about it. Believers, even the godliest among us, carry on with “business as usual,” as if that day would never come. Perhaps it is time for a wake up call?
(Go to Study 19) (Go to Reatreat session 8)

Answers 19: It will come like a thief, 3:8–10
Notes to the teacher
Students who can read English and who use the English NIV translation as a reference tool, may wonder why it has “will be laid bare”(understood as “will be revealed” or “will be exposed”) at the end of verse 10, while the Kannada translations have suTTU hOguvuvu, “will burn up.” The difference goes back to the Greek manuscripts, where some have “will be revealed,” while others have “will burn up.”
Answers to the questions
	Peter tells his readers not to forget that God’s perspective on time is different from ours. He does so by quoting a line from Psalm 90:4. This psalm (“a prayer of Moses, the man of God”) is a meditation on the everlasting God and the shortness of human life, ending by Moses asking God to show compassion and love on his servants.

	Peter offers two main reasons for a delay in Christ’s return:

a.God’s time perspective is different from ours (v 8). The scoffers claim that life goes on just as usual. Year after year passes and still no Jesus in sight. Peter counters with an Old Testament quotation about God and his perspective on time. A very long time for us is just like a day for him.
b.God is patient and wants more people to accept his salvation (v 9; see also v 15). Of course, the scoffers (who are also the false teachers) don’t have a real understanding of God and of his patience, love and grace.
	The scoffers are wrong on two points (v 3–9):

a.They say that life has just gone on since the creation of the world, generation after generation of human beings – without intervention from God’s side. But this is wrong, says Peter. They have deliberately forgotten the power and reliability of God’s word. Through his word, God created everything. Through his word, God judged human evil by sending the Flood in Noah’s days. God does intervene in human affairs.
b.They are also wrong about the delay of Jesus’ return. The delay is not because God doesn’t care – or that he has changed his mind. The delay is because God is a patient and long-suffering God, who wants everybody to accept his salvation through Jesus Christ.
	These are the two similes in this passage:

a.With the Lord a day is like thousand years, and a thousand years like a day (v 8): This simile means that time does not matter to God. To him a short time (“a day”) is no different than a long time (“a thousand years”) – and the other way around. Also note that the measurements for time (“a day” and “a thousand years”) are used metaphorically for “a short time” and “a long time.”
b.The Lord will come like a thief (v 10): This simile means that Jesus’ second coming will be unexpected and sudden. It does not mean that Jesus is a thief, but that his arrival will be similar to a burglar’s midnight visit. When everybody in the house is asleep and nobody expects him – then the burglar strikes.
	We learn three things about the Day of the Lord from verse 10:

a.The Day of the Lord will arrive suddenly and unexpectedly. This is made clear by the simile “like a thief”. This expression probably goes back to Jesus own words about the coming of the Son of Man: “Watch therefore, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But know this: If the master of the house had known at what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and not have allowed his house be broken into. Therefore you too must be ready, for the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him” (Matt 24:42–44). Later Paul uses it in his first letter to the Thessalonians: Now, brothers, concerning the times and the seasons there is no need to write to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “Peace and safety,” sudden destruction will come on them, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape. But you, brothers, are not in darkness for that day to surprise you like a thief (1 Thess 5:1–4). Jesus also uses it twice in the book of Revelation: First in the letter to the church in Sardis (Rev 3:3). Then in connection with the seventh bowl of God’s wrath (Rev 16:15).
b.The Day of the Lord will bring destruction on the whole universe, the heavens and what they contain as well as the earth and its works.
c.The means of this destruction is is a roaring fire. Some Bible scholar think that the words “roar” and “fire” should be interpreted figuratively. But as I see it, it could very well be a literal description of what will happen on the Day of the Lord and at the return of Jesus Christ.
Reflections
This short Bible text has three important reminders for us:
	God is a loving God, who does not wish to see any human being perish. So he is patiently waiting for the gospel to reach even more people so that everybody will come to repentance.

	Jesus will certainly come back and bring the Day of God’s Judgment. It will be a day of destruction for the universe and all the evil that it contains. But it will be a day of salvation for us who belong to him.

	Jesus will come back when people do not expect him. His coming will not only unexpected, it will also be sudden.

(Go to Study 20) (Go to Reatreat session 8)

Answers 20: Look forward, 3:11–18
Note to the teacher
The eighth session of the retreat (see the Retreat section of this book) will deepen the students’ understanding of how the South Indian church should live in the shadow of the second coming of Jesus.
Answers to the questions
	These are the four mistakes that the last-day scoffers make (v 4–11):

a.They will doubt the promise that Jesus will return (v 4).
b.They will forget who God is and that he always keeps his word (v 7).
c.They will forget that God’s time perspective is different from ours (v 10).
d.They will forget how to live lives that are pleasing to God, while we wait for Jesus to come back (v 11).
	These are the most important words and phrases throughout chapter 3 that describe the Day of the Lord:

a.Scoffers will claim that there won’t be such a day at all (v 3–4). They will even tease believers who are living in expectation of Jesus’ return.
b.Fire (v 7, 10, 12). In verse 7 Peter says that God has given his word that the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire. Fire is a common Old Testament way of describing God’s judgment and punishment (see for example Is 26:11: Let the fire reserved for your adversaries consume them; Is 4:4; 66:15–16; Zeph 1:18; 3:8; Mal 4:1). Paul mentions fire in connection with the second coming of Jesus: The Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his mighty angels (2 Thess 1:7). The author of Hebrews writes that deliberate sinners can only look forward to a fearful expectation of judgment and fury of fire (Heb 10:27) as they see the Day of the Lord approaching (Heb 10:25).
c.Judgment (v 7). The Day of the Lord will be a day when God’s judges this evil world order.
d.Destruction (v 7, 10, 11, 12,b16). Peter uses the words “destroy” and “destruction” several times in this chapter. So he leaves his readers with no doubt about this aspect of the Day of the Lord. The previous evil world order will be destroyed in its entirety. Fire will be the means of this destruction (see below). Only God’s redeemed people will emerge unscathed.
e.Fulfillment of God’s promises (v 4, 9, 13). In spite of scoffers and in spite of apparent delay, God keeps his promises. That will become evident even to scoffers and false teachers on the Day of the Lord.
f.It will come like a thief (v 10): This means that it will come unexpectedly and suddenly, just as Jesus told his disciples: “You too must be ready, for the Son of Man will come at an unexpected hour” (Luk 12:40).
g.The heavens will disappear with a roaring fire (v 10, 12). A roaring fire will destroy the heavens and the heavenly bodies.
h.The heavenly bodies – the sun, the moon and the stars – (“the elements“) will be destroyed by fire (v 10, 11, 12). They will melt in the heat.
i.The earth and everything will be laid bare (v 10, English NIV); compare other English translations: NASB “will be burned up”, NRSV “will be disclosed”, ESV “will be exposed”, ESV margin “Greek found; some manuscripts will be burned up”. The Kannada translation have “will burn up”). Both Greek text variants make theological sense: Nothing can be hidden on the Day of the Lord. Everything will be revealed (“be laid bare”). But is will also “be burned up,” as it has no eternal value and will not be part of the new heaven and the new earth.
j.A new heaven and a new earth (v 13) will be the result of the total destruction of the previous universe on the Day of the Lord. This is the fulfillment of another of God’s Old Testament promises:
“For, behold, I will create
		new heavens and a new earth.
The former things will not be remembered,
		or come to mind” (Is 65:17).
“For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make will remain before me,” says the LORD, “so will your descendants and name endure” (Is 66:22).
k.Salvation (v 15). More people will be saved as a result of God’s patience. But when the Day of the Lord arrives, there will be no more opportunity for sinners to experience God’s salvation.
	The question in verse 11, What manner of persons ought you to be? Peter answers his own question in this passage (v 11–18), as he tells his readers how he expects them to be, knowing that everything in this world will be destroyed on the Day of the Lord at the second coming of Jesus:

a.Believers should be people who live holy and godly lives (v 11). The knowledge that the end of this present world is imminent should not tempt the believers to “enjoy the pleasures of life” in a sinful and carnal way as long as it lasts.. Or as the sinful people of ancient Jerusalem said: “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die!” (Is 22:13; also quoted by Paul in 1 Cor 15:32). Instead their lives should reflect the holiness of God their Father and Jesus Christ their Savior.
b.Believers should be people who look forward to the Day of the Lord (v 12). This is a day of terror and fear for those who do not belong to God. But for his people it is a great day of joy, because it is the day of deliverance, the day of his final salvation, the day when we will see Jesus face to face. 
c.Believers should be people who hasten the coming of the Day of the Lord (v 12). Earlier in the chapter, Peter told his readers that the main reason that Jesus hadn’t come back yet was that God is patient; he doesn’t want anyone to perish, but everyone to repent (v 9). So how can we “hasten the coming” of Jesus? The answer is simple: By fulfilling the work that Jesus gave to his church when he told his disciples: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you” (Matt 28:19–20). This was no news to them. It was a confirmation of what he had taught them earlier: “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Matt 24:14). The period between Jesus’ first and second comings is the church age, the gospel age, the mission age, during which the gospel must be preached in every corner of the earth for the repentance and salvation of sinners. Then the Day of the Lord will come.
d.Believers should be people who are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells (v 13). Sadly, many Christians are so caught up in the affairs and concerns of this world that they don’t have time to think about eternity. Their future in this world is all they care about. So the real future in a new heaven and a new earth has become irrelevant to them. 
e.Believers should be people who make every strive to be found spotless and blameless (v 14). This is what Paul refers to in his letter to the Philippians: Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence, keep working work out your salvation with fear and trembling (Phil 2:12). The “therefore” refers to the previous passage about “imitating Christ’s humility” (Phil 2:1–11). In Colossians, Paul uses the metaphor of getting dressed to describe the same thing: As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, put therefore on compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another. Forgive whatever grievances you have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all this put love, which binds everything together in perfect unity (Col 3:12–14). So to “strive to be found spotless and  blameless” means that we must strive to become more and more like Jesus – until the day of his return, when we will be like him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it is not yet revealed what we will be. But we know that when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is (1 John 3:2).
f.Believers should be people who don’t distort the Scriptures (v 16). Peter is honest about his own difficulties understanding Paul and his letters. And it is true that many biblical texts contain difficulties that will lead Bible scholars and laymen to alternative interpretations. But that is not Peter’s point here. Distorting the Scriptures is something false teachers indulge in. Against their better knowledge  – or sometimes because they do not have sufficient knowledge – they misinterpret or twist the truths of the Bible. This is what Peter condemns.
g.Believers should be people who are on their guard so that they are not carried away by the error of lawless men (v 17), One main theme of this letter is the danger of false teachers in the church. These false teachers are “scoffers” of biblical truths and God’s promises. They are also propagators of lawlessness, as they misinterpret biblical truths about the godly and holy life that believers must live in order to please God and to reflect the principles of his kingdom. Sound biblical teaching will protect the church from this danger. Spiritual shepherds will guard their flock from heresies, so that believers are not tempted by – and carried away by – the teachings of false teachers, who live lawless lives and  who promote lawlessness.
h.Believers should be people who do not lose their foothold, their stability (v 17). Peter warns his readers not to become backsliders. Their position is secure and their salvation is guaranteed, as long as they keep close to Jesus and don’t turn their back on God’s grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus (Rom 3:24).
i.Believers should be people who grow in the grace and knowledge of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (v 18). How can that be done? Only by spending more time with Jesus in prayer and by studying the word of God. 
	Peter expresses five things about Paul and his letters (v 15–16):

a.Our beloved brother Paul (v 15): Paul is a beloved brother to Peter. This shows that the apostles – in spite of occasional disagreements and controversies (see for example Gal 2:11, 14) – knew how to work in unity. They respected and supported one another. They realized that they all served the same master, their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
b.According to the wisdom that God gave him (v 16): Peter realized that it was God’s wisdom that was revealed through Paul’s letters.
c.Just as (v 15) and the same way (v 16): There is  unity in the message that the apostles had to the churches. The apostles had very different personalities, and their ministries were different. But the message that they had about God, Jesus, and Christian living is the same.
d.Some things are hard to understand (v 16): Paul was a scholarly rabbi who had given his life to serve Jesus. Peter was a fisherman who had obeyed Jesus’ call to follow him. Both were apostles. Both wrote books that the Holy Spirit included in our New Testament. Peter found some of Paul’s writings difficult, but he still respected them as the word of God. We may find some of Peter’s (and, of course, Paul’s) writings difficult to understand. But we must never forget that they are the word of God – not only to the first readers but also to us.
e.The other Scriptures (v 16): This phrase shows that Peter realized that Paul’s letters were inspired by the Holy Spirit in the same way as the Old Testament books. In the New Testament the word “Scriptures” is regularly used about the Old Testament.
	There are two things to note about how Peter ends his letter:

a.He ends it with a doxology to his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ: To him be the glory both now and forever! Amen (v 18).
b.He has no greetings:
	Not to any of his readers. This shows that 2 Peter probably was a letter to several churches – just like 1 Peter (1 Pet 1:1).

	Nor from anybody who is with him. Perhaps Peter is all alone in his prison in Rome waiting for his execution. We can imagine an unknown Christian prison guard smuggling a piece of parchment, a quill pen, and a bottle of ink into his dungeon to enable the apostle to write his “will and testament” to the churches in Asia Minor. We can also image how this prison guard carefully and secretly carried the letter to the leaders of his church in Rome, and how they in their turn made sure that the letter reached its destination. 

(Go to Study 21) (Go to Reatreat session 8)

Answers 21: Think back on 2 Peter
Notes to the teacher
Don’t neglect this study! It will help the students consolidate what they have learned in the previous studies.
Don’t have too high expectations on the students! Question 2 is very difficult, so what the students can produce will vary considerably. Remember to be kind to the weak students. The important things is that everybody tries his/her best. The effort is more important than the result!
Use three criteria to evaluate the students’ summaries (question 2):
	The content: Does the summary include most of the points a–g?

	The structure: Is the summary written in running text, or is it just a list of points?

	The language: Does the text present the content in a logical and connected way? Is the text understandable to a general reader (“to a friend in the church”)?

Answers to the questions
	–

	At least most of these key concepts in 2 Peter should have been included in the students’ summaries:

a.A life of godliness (1:3–11)
b.Remember the basics (1:12–15)
c.The two witnesses to Christian doctrine and holy living (1:16–21)
d.False teachers and God’s judgment (2:1–9) 
e.Characterization of the false teachers (2:10–22)
f.The Day of the Lord (3:1–10)
g.The kind of people we ought to be  (3:11–18)
(Go to Table of contents)
Retreat

Introduction to the retreat
The retreat is an important part of this course. Only a few application questions have been included in the studies. Instead, I have made the retreat the application part of the course.
Most of the retreat sessions contain more material than can be covered in a couple of hours. So your teacher will decide on which parts you should do. Please follow your teacher’s instructions. Of course, you will be free to go through the rest of the material on your own at some later time.
The retreat sessions are linked to the studies like this:
Session 1 Be holy! – study 3
Session 2 The new lifestyle – studies 5 and 6
Session 3 The desires of the flesh or the will of God? – study 8
Session 4 The suffering church – study 9
Session 5 Be submissive and humble! – study 10
Session 6 Live a balanced life! – studies 13–15
Session 7 Recognize the dangers! – studies 16 and 17
Session 8 Prepare for Christ’s return! – studies 18–20
Perhaps it won’t be possible to do all the eight retreat sessions in the time available. If that is the case, your teacher will decide on which sessions to omit. Of course, you will be free to go through the remaining sessions on your own at some later time. The eight sessions touch on four main topics, like this:
Lifestyle issues: Sessions 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6
Christian suffering: Session 4
False teachers: Session 7
The second coming of Jesus: Session 8
During the Time of sharing you will reflect on matters dealt with in some of the studies. The main purpose is to apply what you have studied earlier to yourself and to your own situation as believers and church workers in South India today. Show sensitivity and respect to one another as you discuss and share. Never ridicule your fellow students! Never force your fellow students to reveal matters about themselves that they are unwilling to share with others! Always be encouraging and supportive! The Time of sharing will also provide material for the Time of prayer.
Much of the retreat will be devoted to prayer. This prayer will be organized either individually or in small groups. When you pray in groups, you must be sensitive to your fellow students. They must not be forced to reveal personal matters, which they are not comfortable to share with others. As you pray, you must also not draw attention to yourself, for example by showing off as a “mighty prayer warrior.” 
We hope that the retreat sessions result in changed attitudes. We would like to see each one of you students grow in the knowledge of Jesus and in godliness. We hope that you will be able to make life changing decisions. To help you with that we would like you to note down your decisions. Keep these notes as reminders of what you have decided and of what you want God to work out in your life.
To prepare a Bible study (or a sermon or a devotion) is an excellent method for all of us to consolidate our knowledge and to make practical use of what we have studied. That is one reason why I have included this point in each retreat session. But I have not given you detailed outlines, as you will learn more by doing that yourself. The problem, of course, is time. There may not be enough time during most of the retreat sessions for you to prepare a Bible study/sermon/devotion. So your teacher will probably tell you to do it as an assignment in the evening – or over the weekend.
 

Session 1: Be holy!
Introduction
This retreat session is based on 1 Pet 1:13–2:3 and on study 3 in this textbook. So you must first refresh your memory:
	Read again 1 Pet 1:13–2:3

	Review study 3

	Review answers 3

(Go to Study 3) (Go to Answers 3)
The purpose of this retreat session is to deepen your understanding of what a life of holiness would entail in the South Indian context.
In Christianity holiness does not lead to salvation. It is the other way around. Salvation leads to holiness. When a person receives Jesus as his personal Savior, he is sanctified by the Holy Spirit. He is made holy. Paul puts it like this: You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor 6:11). To be holy means to be separated for God and his service. 
But then we must grow and mature as Christians. Paul makes the same point, as he continues his letter to the Corinthians: Let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God (2 Cor 7:1). We must perfect our holiness. This pleases God and makes us more useful in his service.
Time of sharing
	In 1:13–16, Peter has five exhortations for his readers. Look at these exhortations from the perspective of believers in South India today. Note down your conclusions.

a.How would you prepare your minds for action?
b.In what areas of life do you particularly need sound judgment?
c.What is your attitude to the return of Jesus?
d.What are the evil desires of your previous sinful life? To what extent do they still bother you?
e.What areas of your daily life need to be more sanctified by God’s holiness?
	In what way do you live your lives as strangers in this world? Note down a few points?

	What is your “food”? What do you “eat or drink” in order to grow into salvation? What do you “crave” for your spiritual growth? Note down a few points.

Time of prayer
You can either pray in small groups or individually. Some prayer points may be more suitable for group prayer, while others may be more personal and more suitable for individual prayer. 
	Pray that you never forget that it was through the Blood of the Lamb (the redeeming death of Jesus on the cross) that you were made holy. It was not through your own effort or because of what you yourself had done. It was because of what Jesus has done. It is all God’s grace. Thank him for his redeeming and sanctifying grace!

Also pray that you would never forget this basic truth in your ministry to the church. Always preach and teach God’s grace and love. Never preach and teach the law: that keeping rules will lead to salvation; that a holy life will lead to salvation. That would be heresy. But always encourage your flock to grow and mature spiritually, to become more and more like Jesus.
	Pray that your lives in this present evil world would always express godliness and holiness. That there would be sincere brotherly love in your relationship with fellow believers. That there would will be a spirit of humility and unity in your church.

	Pray that you have a biblical perspective on your life in this world. Remember that you are pilgrims and aliens, and that this world is not your real home. Remember that you are citizens of the kingdom of God. Always be prepared for departure. Make sure that your affairs are in order – spiritual as well as worldly. Always be awake spiritually, ready to meet your Lord. Perhaps your days on earth are over tonight. Or perhaps tomorrow will be the day for Jesus to return, when he will be revealed.

	Pray for spiritual growth – your own as well as the church’s. Pray that “spiritual food” (the word of God, the Bible) would not only be made available through sermons and Bible studies, but that it also would be eaten and digested. That you and your fellow believers would eagerly feed on God’s word. That you would crave and eagerly drink the pure spiritual milk. That you would grow and become mature, to the measure of the fullness of Christ (Eph 4:13).

	Go through your notes from the Time of sharing:

a.Choose one or two matters that you feel you really need to pray about. Spend some time in prayer about these matters.
b.Choose one or two areas where you would like to see a change. Pray about these areas. Write down your decisions and ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom and strength to keep these decisions so that your life and ministry can be honoring to God and useful for the expansion of the his kingdom.
Bible study/sermon/devotion
Prepare a Bible study (or a sermon or a devotion) based on material from this retreat session. Make sure that it has a message that is relevant to the situation of the South Indian church today.
(Go to Table of contents)

Session 2: The new lifestyle
Introduction
This retreat session is based on 1 Pet 2:11–3:7 and on studies 5 and 6 in this textbook. So you must first refresh your memory:
	Read again 1 Pet 2:11–3:7

	Review studies 5 and 6

	Review answers 5 and 6

(Go to Study 5) (Go to Study 6) (Go to Answers 5) (Go to Answers 6)
The purpose of this retreat session is to deepen your understanding of how the new lifestyle should be lived out in the South Indian context.
What must always be kept in mind is the main principle: In everything we must be like Jesus. 
When Jesus died for us on the cross, he redeemed us from sin and death. The price he paid for our salvation was his own life. We now belong to him. And he wants us to become more and more like him. When he suffered and died for us, he left us an example, that we should follow in his steps (1 Pet 2:21). Jesus is our example in unjust suffering. Jesus is also our example in public affairs and in personal relationships. Jesus is the key to our new lifestyle – even in South India today.
Time of sharing
	Peter describes the life of believers like this (1 Pet 2:11–12):

a.The believers are foreigners and strangers in the world.
b.The believers are living in a war zone.
c.The good lives of the believers will be a witness to people around them, especially to the non-Christians. 
d.The lives of the believers may even cause the accusers to glorify God. 
Reflect together on these four points in the context of the church in South India today. Then evaluate your own values and lifestyle in the light of Peter’s teaching. Note down a few points.
	With the expression honor and respect everyone (1 Pet 2:17), Peter summarizes the way in which believers should relate to people around them. Then he gives three examples how this should be done:

a.We should love the brotherhood of believers, our fellow believers.
b.We should fear God. To “fear God” means to love, respect, obey and honor him.
c.We should honor the emperor. This refers not only to the emperor, but to every human institution (v 13).
In the South Indian church context, which of these three relationships do you find easy, why? Which do you find difficult, why? Note down a few points.
	How do you feel and react when you suffer unjust treatment from your superiors? Be honest! 

What are your conclusions about the standard of your Christian life in times of unjust suffering? Comment: Many believers will react with anger when they suffer unjust treatment from their superiors. They want to “take action” against them. Or they may bitterly complain about it to their friends. These are all human – but unbiblical – reactions. 
Note down some of your observations.
	In 1 Pet 2:16, Peter writes about “freedom.” The key to understand what this verse means is found in the expression to “fear God” (v 17). One aspect of fearing God is to live as his servants, fulfilling his will for us. Under him we have freedom. But it is not a freedom to do evil. Instead it is freedom to do good, to serve him and our brothers. 

Give examples of how the church can express this kind of true freedom in the South Indian context today. Note down a few points.
	Reflect together on our answer to question 7 of Answers 6 in the light of believers in South India today. How can we be true to the Kingdom of God (where there is full equality between husband and wife) and the local culture (where there is still inequality between men and women, husbands and wives). Note down your conclusions.

	Reflect on the position of women (and of wives) in present-day South Indian society. To what extent – and how – are women weaker than men (and wives weaker than husbands). Look at differing aspects of life: physical, social, cultural, legal, financial, educational, and spiritual. Note down some of your conclusions.

Time of prayer
You can either pray in small groups or individually. Some prayer points may be more suitable for group prayer, while others may be more personal and more suitable for individual prayer. 
	Pray that your life may reflect biblical freedom, publicly as well as in your personal life. This is not a freedom to do whatever you fancy. But it is a freedom to do good, to be Christlike. 

	Walking “in Jesus’ steps” will often lead to submission – perhaps even to suffering. 

a.Pray that the church in South India would be more like Jesus – in humility, in submission, and in unjust suffering.
b.Pray that you yourself would be more like Jesus – in humility, in submission, and in unjust suffering.
	Go through your notes from the Time of sharing:

a.Choose one or two matters that you feel you really need to pray about. Spend some time in prayer about these matters.
b.Choose one or two areas where you would like to see a change. Pray about these areas. Write down your decisions and ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom and strength to keep these decisions so that your life and ministry can be honoring to God and useful for the expansion of the his kingdom.
Bible study/sermon/devotion
Prepare a Bible study (or a sermon or a devotion) based on material from this retreat session. Make sure that it has a message that is relevant to the situation of the South Indian church today.
(Go to Table of contents)

Session 3: The desires of the flesh or the will of God?
Introduction
This retreat session is based on 1 Pet 4:1–11 and on study 8 in this textbook. So you must first refresh your memory:
	Read again 1 Pet 4:1–11

	Review study 8

	Review answers 8

(Go to Study 8) (Go to Answers 8)
The purpose of this retreat session is to deepen your understanding of what living for the will of God would entail in the South Indian context.
Peter pictures two kinds of life before his readers. First, the old pagan life from which they had been redeemed. Peter calls this kind of life “a life for the desires of the flesh.” Then, the new Christian life which should characterize them now as believers. Peter calls this kind of life “a life for the will of God”. So the old life belongs to the flesh (the sinful human nature). But the new life is spiritual and reflects the principles of the kingdom of God. And as Christian believers we must be aware of the difference. And make the right choice.
Time of sharing
	The context of Peter’s exhortations in v 7–11 is judgment. As believers, we live in the shadow of the Lord’s day, the end of all things is near. So we have to live our lives responsibly in the expectation of the second coming of Jesus. What does this mean practically for the church – and for the individual believer – in South India today? 

Reflect together on this issue. Make a list of your observations.
	Make a table like the one on the following page to compare your “old life” with the life that you live as a Christian believer in South India today. Try to be honest. If you cannot be honest, don’t waste time on this exercise. You can make the table as long as you need. (You can do this exercise, even if you have been saved from a nominal Christian background, instead of a Hindu or an animistic background.)

	My old life	My new life in Christ
	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


	Peter speaks about two forms of leadership (or gifts) that served the early church (v 10–11). They are both described with the phrase “being stewards of the grace of God in its various forms”:

a.The gift of speaking: This would refer to the preaching and teaching ministries of our present-day churches.
b.The gift of serving: This would refer to various kinds of practical and social ministries/work of our present-day churches.
Reflect together on how these gifts work in the churches that you represent. You can make use of these questions, if you wish:
	Who teaches and preaches in your church? Only the pastor? Also others, who?

	What does your church do in the area of social work? Visiting the sick? Supporting the widows? Running social projects? Who does this work? Only the pastor? Also others, who?

	What about practical ministries in the church, such as cleaning, garden, chairs, music, accounts, cooking food? Who does this work? Why they, and not the pastor?

Note down your conclusions.
	Peter says that one purpose of our Christian servanthood is that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ (v 11). We do this – we glorify God – by recognizing God’s gifts (the gift of speaking as well as the gift of serving) in our lives.

Evaluate the attitudes in your own South Indian churches in the light of this truth. Note down your conclusions.
Time of prayer
You can either pray in small groups or individually. Some prayer points may be more suitable for group prayer, while others may be more personal and more suitable for individual prayer. 
	Pray that the South Indian church would become more aware of the difference between the old lifestyle and the new life in Christ. Also pray that the South Indian church would make the right choice when problems or tricky issues arise.

	Pray that your yourself would become more aware of the difference between your old lifestyle and your new life in Christ. Also pray that you would have the strength and courage to make the right choice when you face tricky issues.

	Pray that the Christian servanthood people see in your life can be such that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

	Go through your notes from the Time of sharing:

a.Choose one or two matters that you feel you really need to pray about. Spend some time in prayer about these matters.
b.Choose one or two areas where you would like to see a change. Pray about these areas. Write down your decisions and ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom and strength to keep these decisions so that your life and ministry can be honoring to God and useful for the expansion of the his kingdom.
Bible study/sermon/devotion
Prepare a Bible study (or a sermon or a devotion) based on material from this retreat session. Make sure that it has a message that is relevant to the situation of the South Indian church today.
(Go to Table of contents)

Session 4: The suffering church
Introduction
This retreat session is based on 1 Pet 4:12–19 and on study 9 in this textbook. So you must first refresh your memory:
	Read again 1 Pet 4:12–19

	Review study 9

	Review answers 9

(Go to Study 9) (Go to Answers 9)
The purpose of this retreat session is to deepen your understanding of what it means to be a suffering church in the South Indian context.
Most people don’t like suffering. And most pastors have a problem formulating a “doctrine” of the suffering church. But Peter does so in his first letter. Suffering – for the right reasons, and in the right way – is a challenge to believers in South India today. Why do we suffer? Is it because of Jesus’ Name? Or are there “wrong” reasons for our suffering?
Time of sharing
	Peter teaches us that suffering is more or less unavoidable. We all suffer in different ways and for different reasons. 

a.Give examples of personal suffering that you are going through right now.
b.Give examples of the sufferings that the church in South India (or your own local church) is going through right now.
	Peter makes a distinction between “right” and “wrong” types of suffering for believers: If we suffer as a consequence of our Christian faith, it is a “right type” of suffering. But if we suffer as a consequence of unrighteous or sinful actions that we have committed, it is a “wrong type” of suffering. Evaluate the sufferings you mentioned in the previous question in the light of Peter’s distinction. Which of the sufferings belong to the “right type”? Which of the sufferings belong to the “wrong type? Note down your observations.

	How do you react when you suffer as a consequence of your Christian faith? Note down your reactions. But you must be honest!

	How do your Christian friends (or the members of your church; or the pastor of your church) react when they suffer as a result of their Christian faith? Is “boasting about your sufferings” one of these reactions? Share your experiences.

	Peter gives us a long list of “correct reactions” to Christian suffering:

	We should not be surprised: Our suffering is to be expected.

	We should rejoice: Our suffering shows that we belong to Christ.

	We should consider ourselves blessed that we are worthy to suffer for Christ.

	We should not feel ashamed.

	We should praise God that we are allowed to carry the Christian name.

	We should trust God’s faithfulness and commit ourselves to him even more.

	We should continue to do good.

Evaluate yourselves (individually as well as a church body) in the light of your answers to Peter’s points above. Note down your findings. But you must be honest! 
	Peter writes that if we suffer, it should not be as a murderer or as a thief or any other kind of evil-doer, or even as a mischief maker (1 Pet 4:15). Do you (or your pastor, or your church fellowship) suffer as a result of any kind of illegal, sinful, or even unwise behavior from your own side? If you do, what can you do to rectify and change your situation so that you don’t continue to suffer for the wrong reasons? Note down your observations.

Time of prayer
You can either pray in small groups or individually. Some prayer points may be more suitable for group prayer, while others may be more personal and more suitable for individual prayer. 
	Pray that you and your Christian friends would not lose heart or turn your backs on your faith in times of suffering and persecution.

	Pray that you (and the fellowship of believers that you belong to) wouldn’t feel ashamed of being called “Christian.”

	Pray that you and your Christian friends would learn to trust God’s power and faithfulness in times of suffering and persecution.

	Pray that you (and the fellowship of believers that you belong to) would continue to do good in the midst of suffering and persecution. “Doing good” would include a variety of ministries, such as carrying on with regular church services, evangelizing and spreading the gospel, teaching and training believers, helping the poor and needy.

	Go through your notes from the Time of sharing:

a.Choose one or two matters that you feel you really need to pray about. Spend some time in prayer about these matters.
b.Choose one or two areas where you would like to see a change. Pray about these areas. Write down your decisions and ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom and strength to keep these decisions so that your life and ministry can be honoring to God and useful for the expansion of the his kingdom.
Bible study/sermon/devotion
1. Prepare a Bible study for church leaders called Shepherd of God’s flock. Base it on your answers to study 10 and on this retreat session. Use these three main points:
	The calling of a shepherd

	The manner of a shepherd

	The reward of a shepherd

2. Prepare a sermon based on material from this retreat session. Make sure that it has a message that is relevant to the situation of the South Indian church today.
(Go to Table of contents)

Session 5: Be submissive and humble!
Introduction
This retreat session is based on 1 Pet 5:1–11 and on study 10 in this textbook. So you must first refresh your memory:
	Read again 1 Pet 5:1–11

	Review study 10

	Review answers 10

(Go to Study 10) (Go to Answers 10)
The purpose of this retreat session is to deepen your understanding of relationships and attitudes within the church in the South Indian context.
Peter’s key words as he exhorts his readers about how they should relate to one another within the church fellowship are “humility” and “submission.” These are difficult attitudes (or virtues) in any culture, but perhaps more so in the hierarchic structures of the Indian society. Peter teaches that even the church leadership must be characterized by humility and submission!
There are also other important requirements in a church:
	The spiritual self-control and watchfulness of individual believers

	A correct understanding of Satan and his powers

	A humble and trusting relationship with God

Time of sharing
	Reflect on “humility” and “submission” in the South Indian church:

a.Give positive examples from the South Indian church context of  “humility” and “submission.” 
b.Give negative examples from the South Indian church context of  “humility” and “submission”.
Note down some important conclusions.
	Make a table like the one on the following page as you reflect on the leader-ship of your own church in the light of 1 Peter 5:1–4. You can make the table as long as you need. Try to be balanced and honest. Don’t exaggerate or ridicule. 

	Strengths	Weaknesses
	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


	Perhaps your church leadership (or your own leadership) needs to be improved. How could that be done? Note down your suggestions.

	Your church is in need of a new church leader and is praying about finding the right person. Use 1 Peter 5:1–4 to

a.Make a “personality profile”: What kind of person should he/she be? Write down a few points.
b.Make a “job description”: What would you expect him/her to do? Write down a few points.
	Peter writes that we should be self-controlled and watchful (v 8). In Greek the first word means “to be sober and have good control over one’s life”, and the second word means “to keep awake, to be on one’s watch.” How do you understand the expressions used in your Kannada translations?

Perhaps Peter is referring to good Christian habits, such as having a regular prayer life; studying the word of God regularly and seriously; taking well care of ones family; not wasting one’s time.
Give examples from your daily life of people who are like this. What about you?
	In 1 Pet 5:1–11, Peter points out three forces that affect our Christian lives: other believers, Satan, and God himself. Our relationship with fellow believers should be one of serving one another with humility and in submission (v 5). As Satan tries to attack us, we should be self-controlled and watchful so that we can resist him and stand firm in the faith (v 8–9). Our attitude toward God should be one of humility and trust (v 6–7). 

Evaluate your own relationships with fellow believers, with Satan and with God in the light of Peter’s teachings. Note down your conclusions.
Time of prayer
You can either pray in small groups or individually. Some prayer points may be more suitable for group prayer, while others may be more personal and more suitable for individual prayer. 
	Pray for the leadership of your church fellowship (or denomination). Also pray for the leadership of your local church. Pray for wisdom, humility, submission, love, faithfulness, unselfishness, the heart of servanthood.

	Pray that God would call and equip good leaders for the future so that the church can grow and develop, and fulfill its calling here on earth.

	Pray for your own leadership. Pray for the right attitudes so that God can use you in a better way.

	Pray for the relationships in your local church. Pray that God would use you in the area of church relationships. 

	Go through your notes from the Time of sharing:

a.Choose one or two matters that you feel you really need to pray about. Spend some time in prayer about these matters.
b.Choose one or two areas where you would like to see change. Pray about these areas. Write down your decisions and ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom and strength to keep these decisions so that your life and ministry can be honoring to God and useful for the expansion of his kingdom.
Bible study/sermon/devotion
Prepare a Bible study (or a sermon or a devotion) based on material from this retreat session. Make sure that it has a message that is relevant to the situation of the South Indian church today.
(Go to Table of contents)

Session 6: Live a balanced life!
Introduction
This retreat session is based on 2 Pet 1:1–21 and on studies 13–15 in this textbook. So you must first refresh your memory:
	Read again 2 Pet 1:1–21

	Review studies 13–15

	Review answers 13–15

(Go to Study 13) (Go to Study 14) (Go to Study 15) 
(Go to Answers 13) (Go to Answers 14) (Go to Answers 15)
The purpose of this retreat session is to help you make your “calling and election sure” (v 10) as you manifest your Christian witness in your South Indian context. This requires a biblical balance between knowledge of Jesus and godly living. To practice this balance as you grow spiritually will prepare you for a “good death” and make you ready to face eternity with your Lord and Savior.
Time of sharing
	Some Christian believers will answer like this when you question them about their way of life: “You have to be patient with me. God is still working in my life, and he is not finished with me yet.” What do you think God is trying to accomplish in your life, as he prepares you for eternity with him? Share in your groups.

	Verse 3 speaks of both knowledge of Jesus and holy living (godliness) as aspects of Christian life. Peter teaches us that there must be a balance between these two. Reflect on this balance in your own life. What happens if either your “knowledge of Jesus” or your “godliness” is weak? Note down your observations.

	Select one of the Christian virtues mentioned v 5–7 that you would like to become more evident in your own life. Let’s suppose that you will practice this virtue more faithfully. 

a.How would this add your knowledge of Jesus? 
b.How would this help you escape the evil influences that surround you in this world and make you more godly?
Write down your conclusions. Then share with one another.
	Verse 3 says that the divine power of Jesus has given us everything we need for godliness in our present life – but also for our eternal life. If you decided to accept the power that God has made available to you through Jesus – what changes would you then see in yourself? Note down your conclusions. Then share with one another.

	Imagine your life is over and that you want to give a final message to those you leave behind in this world. 

a.Who would you speak or write to? Why?
b.What would you want them to know? Why?
c.Where would you refer them for continued support of their faith? 
Write down your answers. Then share with one another.
	Peter did not want his readers to be so dependent on him that their faith would fall apart after his death. Perhaps he knew that new believers often depend too much on older believers. So in this passage, Peter points to the only basis for real faith: Jesus Christ as he is revealed in the Bible. 

a.Who would you like to influence with your life in your lifetime?
b.How can you best go about it? 
Note down your conclusions. Then share with one another.
	What could you do during your lifetime to prepare yourself for a “good death”? And what do you hope will be your own feelings when you approach death? Write down your conclusions.

Time of prayer
You can either pray in small groups or individually. Some prayer points may be more suitable for group prayer, while others may be more personal and more suitable for individual prayer. 
	Who has been a spiritual rock for you and helped you in your faith life? It could be a person you have met. Or a person you have heard or read about. Or a person in the Bible. Note down what that person has meant for you. Offer you thanks to God for that person.

	Try to picture yourself in “the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (v 11). Thank God for that future, which he is preparing for you even now. Ask him to prepare you even more for that time.

	Verse 3 says that God has given us everything needed to take us on the long journey to our eternal home with him. Reflect on some of those needs that God has met, such as: 

a.Jesus’ sacrifice for your sins as he died on the cross. 
b.The day when you accepted Jesus as your personal Savior. 
c.The work of the Holy Spirit in your life. 
d.Your spiritual growth since you first acknowledged Jesus as your Savior.
Then spend some time in prayer: 
	Thank God for all he has done for you. 

	Thank God for giving you everything you need. 

	Pray for your continued spiritual growth, for increased godliness.

	Pray for those you would you like to influence with your life in your lifetime. Ask God to create opportunities for you to share your faith with them. Pray for yourself to carry out your decisions in suitable ways.

	Peter says that his readers should pay attention to the prophets “as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns” (1:19). Read and reflect on these prophetic words about Jesus. Thank God for the truths that you find in these words:

	Isaiah 40:1–11

	Isaiah 53:1–12

	Micah 5:2–5

	Zechariah 9:9

	Revelation 21:2–22:7

Bible study/sermon/devotion
Prepare a Bible study (or a sermon or a devotion) based on material from this retreat session. Make sure that it has a message that is relevant to the situation of the South Indian church today.
(Go to Table of contents)

Session 7: Recognize the dangers!
Introduction
This retreat session is based on 2 Pet 2:1–22 and on studies 16 and 17 in this textbook. So you must first refresh your memory:
	Read again 2 Pet 2:1–22

	Review studies 16 and 17

	Review answers 16 and 17

(Go to Study 16) (Go to Study 17) (Go to Answers 16) (Go to Answers 17)
The purpose of this retreat session is to help you recognize false teachers in the South Indian context.
It is important that we don’t allow heresies and unsound doctrines to enter our churches. This is the responsibility of the church leadership. It is also their responsibility to teach and preach sound doctrines and make plenty of spiritual food available for the believers so that they don’t turn to dubious sources for spiritual nourishment. To be able to do this, the church leaders themselves must be able to discern right from wrong, sound from unsound, biblical from unbiblical, and Christian from un-Christian. They must also be aware of the dangers and where they come from. They must have wisdom not to invite guest speakers whose theological standpoints they are not sure about. They must have courage to oppose false teachers who contact believers and try to infiltrate the church. They must be willing to advise and guide believers about what books and magazines to read, what TV evangelists to watch, and what conferences to attend. They must guide young people to Bible schools and Bible colleges that offer balanced and sound teaching.
Time of sharing
	Make a list of the sources you use to shape your understanding of what is truly Christian – and what is false teaching or heresy. Your list might include the Bible (which books in the Bible?), devotional books (who is your favorite author?), Christian magazines (which magazines do you read regularly?), pastors and Bible teachers in your own church (who do you think “feeds the sheep” the best and most varied spiritual food?), conferences and special meetings (who are your favorite speakers?), radio and TV evangelist (which are your favorite programs?).

Then evaluate these sources. How reliable are they? How  do you choose them? What you do to protect yourself from believing in false doctrines and heresies? Note down a few observations. 
	Some doctrines are more basic and important than others. They are the doctrines that must be right for their proponents to be called “Christian.” If they are wrong, their proponents are heretics (false teachers) to the extent that they should not be called “Christian” at all. To this category belong for example,

	The doctrine of the Trinity

	The doctrine of the divinity of Christ

	The doctrine of salvation (only by God’s grace and only through Jesus)

	The doctrine of the church (God’s people, godly living, proclaiming the gospel, and so on)

	The doctrine of the return of Christ and the consummation of the Kingdom of God.

Other doctrines are not as central for the Christian faith. They are things that the different Christian churches and denominations don’t agree on. Sometimes they should perhaps not even be called doctrines but beliefs and practices. To this category belong for example,
	Views on church hierarchy and organization (bishops, ordination, lay leadership. women preachers, church membership, and so on).

	Views on church practices (foot washing, holy communion, mode of baptism, dress codes, participation in the society, unmarried clergy, monasteries, and so on)

	Views on matters where the Bible texts have led to alternative interpretations (details of the creation of the universe, the origin of Satan, the relationship between Israel and the other nations, the Christian state, predestination, the millennium and other details of the end times, how life will be in heaven, and so on).

Churches and Bible teachers will, of course, not always agree to which of these two categories a certain belief or practice should be referred to. Share your understanding about “central doctrines” and “other beliefs and practices.” 
	How can you protect yourself from the influence of false teachers? Write down your conclusions. 

	What can you do to avoid becoming a false teacher yourself? Write down your conclusions.

	What can a local church in South India today do to avoid – and stop – heresies sneaking into the church? Write down your conclusions.

	If false teachers are allowed carry on their work in a church, the consequence will often be disaster – for individual believers as well as for the church as a whole. Share your own experiences of these kind disastrous consequences of the teaching of heresies in the South Indian context.

Time of prayer
You can either pray in small groups or individually. Some prayer points may be more suitable for group prayer, while others may be more personal and more suitable for individual prayer. 
	Pray for someone you know who is being attracted by false doctrines or heresies.

	Pray that God might protect you and your church from false doctrines and heresies. 

	Pray that your Bible school/college would be protected from false doctrines and heresies.

	Go through your notes from the Time of sharing:

a.Choose one or two matters that you feel you really need to pray about. Spend some time in prayer about these matters.
b.Choose one or two areas where you would like to see a change. Pray about these areas. Write down your decisions and ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom and strength to keep these decisions so that your life and ministry can be honoring to God and useful for the expansion of the his kingdom.
Bible study/sermon/devotion
Prepare a Bible study (or a sermon or a devotion) based on material from this retreat session. Make sure that it has a message that is relevant to the situation of the South Indian church today.
(Go to Table of contents)

Session 8: Prepare for Christ’s return!
Introduction
This retreat session is based on 2 Pet 3:1–18 and on studies 18–20 in this textbook. So you must first refresh your memory:
	Read again 2 Pet 3:1–18

	Review studies 18–20

	Review answers 18–20

(Go to Study 18) (Go to Study 19) (Go to Study 20)
(Go to Answers 18) (Go to Answers 19) (Go to Answers 20)
The purpose of this retreat session is to deepen your understanding of how the South Indian church should live in the shadow of the second coming of Jesus.
We know that Jesus will be coming back and that his coming will be both sudden and unexpected. God has not told us exactly when Jesus will come. But he has told us to be prepared for that great day so that it won’t take us by surprise. Consequently, we must live each moment of each day in such a way that we are ready. Ready to leave this world. And ready to be part of the new heaven and the new earth that God has prepared for us – and for all those to belong to him through the saving blood of Jesus Christ.
Time of sharing
	How do you picture – and feel about – “The end of the world”? Share your thoughts, hopes and fears.

	Go through your answer to question 3 in study 20 (about what kind of people we ought to be). Why do you think that living in this way will prepare us for the Day of the Lord – the kind of day that Peter describes in this chapter (see your answer to question 2 in study 20)?

	Over and over, Peter uses words of destruction in this chapter. Even then, Peter says three times (v 12, 13, 14) that we are to “look forward” to this day – and even hasten its coming (v 12)? Why should we do that? And why would it perhaps be even more relevant for believers in South India today to do so? Write down your conclusions.

	Imagine that the Day of the Lord will come in your lifetime:

a.What would you like to accomplish first? Note down your list.
b.In what condition would you like God to find these three areas of your life? 
	Your work

	Your relationships with people

	Your relationship with him

Note down your answers. Share your answers with the others in your group.
c.In what condition would you like God to find your church? Note down your answers. Share your answers with the others in your group.
Time of prayer
You can either pray in small groups or individually. Some prayer points may be more suitable for group prayer, while others may be more personal and more suitable for individual prayer. 
	Take your feelings and circumstances to God in prayer. Ask for his help and comfort. Ask for healing, hope – not only for the world to come but also for the life that he gives you in this world.

	Thank God that he is in charge of all things and that nothing (not even the end of the world) is beyond his control. Invite God to prepare you for meeting him – however and whenever that meeting occurs.

	Pray for your friends and your church that they would be ready to face the Day of the Lord and the glorious return of Jesus. 

	Pray for yourself that God would equip you and use you to prepare your friends and your church to face the second coming of Jesus.

	Read Revelation chapter 22, the last chapter of the New Testament:

a.Picture yourself in this scene, and thank God for what you find there.
b.The last prayer of the New Testament (Rev 22:20) invites Jesus to return: Come, Lord Jesus! If you are able to do so honestly, pray this prayer as your own.
	Go through your notes from the Time of sharing:

a.Choose one or two matters that you feel you really need to pray about. Spend some time in prayer about these matters.
b.Choose one or two areas where you would like to see a change. Pray about these areas. Write down your decisions and ask the Holy Spirit for wisdom and strength to keep these decisions so that your life and ministry can be honoring to God and useful for the expansion of the his kingdom.
Bible study/sermon/devotion
Prepare a Bible study (or a sermon or a devotion) based on material from this retreat session. Make sure that it has a message that is relevant to the situation of the South Indian church today.
(Go to Table of contents)
For the teacher

General suggestions
Six student goals
	The students should further develop their reading and understanding skills.

	The students should constantly be encouraged to think about what they have read and to draw conclusions from what they have understood.

	The students should get to know 1 and 2 Peter well.

	The students should be challenged to apply what they have studied to their own South Indian contemporary situation.

	The students should be encouraged to use texts from 1 and 2 Peter for devotions, Bible studies and sermons.

	Through the retreat the students should be encouraged to grow spiritually.

A few general suggestions for the teacher
	Lecture and “teach” as little as possible.

	Base your teaching on the dynamics of group work. This textbook has been designed to help you do so.

	Make sure that all the students are active in class. Encourage those who are silent, shy or weak.

	Never ridicule a student. Always encourage.

	Encourage questions, and don’t be embarrassed if you cannot answer all of them. No Bible teacher has all the answers.

	Don’t let students sidetrack you and your class by silly or irrelevant questions. Class time is precious and should not be wasted.

How to cover a study in four steps
	You introduce the study.

	The students read the Bible text and work through the questions in groups of three or four.

	Go through their answers in class. Don’t waste time. Skip the simple questions and focus on those that the students have struggled with. Clarify misunderstandings.

	Encourage the students to complete unfinished work during library time. They should also take time to review each study.

Library time and homework
If possible, library time should be supervised. This would put pressure on the students to use their time more efficiently. Of course, there is no need for the teacher to take over and “teach.” The students must learn to work on their own without interference from teachers or fellow students. 
The students should use their time in the evenings to finish leftover work from the library time. Particularly slow students should be encouraged to use their homework time well, so that they don’t lag behind their fellow students. Encourage slow students and commend them when they have spent extra time to catch up with the others.
The retreat
This course ends with a retreat. And the course is incomplete without this retreat. Only a few application questions have been included in the studies, as I have made the retreat the application part of the course. You will find more information about the retreat in a separate chapter.
Exam
This course does not include an exam paper. But the second question in the two chapters Think back on 1 Peter and Think back on 2 Peter can be used by the teacher who feels the need for an exam.
Teacher’s preparation
A teacher must be prepared – for the course as a whole as well as for each individual lesson. Don’t underestimate the difficulties and challenges of 1 and  2 Peter. You will need to be well prepared to do a good job, believe me!
In the following chapter, I have shown how I would plan the course and the use of this textbook. There should be room for some flexibility. But if you lag behind too much, you will not be able to finish the course within the two weeks allotted to it.

Planning the course
Introduction
This textbook contains material for a two-week course covering 1 and 2 Peter. The studies vary considerably in length. So the teacher must decide on how much time to spend on each study, but the average should be a little more than one lesson per study. The library time (including homework in the evening) Monday through Thursday can be used as a buffer. Let slow students do less questions, while fast and talented students can do all the questions. In addition they can spend more time on the “creative” part of the library suggestions (questions 4 and 5). The two Research topics at the end of Answers 17 can be used as yet another buffer for talented students with adequate knowledge of English.
The two-week course day by day
Monday week 1:
	Introduction to 1 Peter

	Reading of 1 Peter

	Study 1

	Study 2

	Library time suggestions at the end of study 2

Tuesday week 1:
	Study 3

	Study 4

	Study 5

	Library time suggestions at the end of study 5

Wednesday week 1:
	Study 6

	Study 7

	Study 8

	Library time suggestions at the end of study 8

Thursday week 1:
	Study 9

	Study 10

	Study 11

	Library time suggestions at the end of study 11

Friday week 1:
	Study 12

	Introduction to 2 Peter

	Reading of 2 Peter

	Study 13

Monday week 2:
	Study 14

	Study 15

	Study 16

	Library time suggestions at the end of study 16

Tuesday week 2:
	Study 17

	Study 18

	Study 19

	Library time suggestions at the end of study 19

Wednesday week 2:
	Study 20

	Study 21

	Retreat session 1

	Retreat session 2

Thursday week 2:
	Retreat session 3

	Retreat session 4

	Retreat session 5

	Retreat session 6

Friday week 2:
	Retreat session 7

	Retreat session 8

 

The retreat
Introduction
The retreat is an essential part of this course. The reason is that very few application questions have been included in the studies. Instead, I have made the retreat the application part of the course.
If – for some reason – you are unable (or unwilling) to arrange for a retreat at the end of the course, I urge you to use material from the retreat sessions as you cover the studies. It would be very wrong of you to teach 1 and 2 Peter and not apply Peter’s texts to the situation of the church in South India today.
The retreat sessions and the studies are linked like this:
Session 1 Be holy! – study 3
Session 2 The new lifestyle – studies 5 and 6
Session 3 The desires of the flesh or the will of God? – study 8
Session 4 The suffering church – study 9
Session 5 Be submissive and humble! – study 10
Session 6 Live a balanced life! – studies 13–15
Session 7 Recognize the dangers! – studies 16 and 17
Session 8 Prepare for Christ’s return! – studies 18–20
Be flexible and selective
Most of the retreat sessions contain more material that you can cover in a couple of hours. So – unless you have a lot of extra time – you must be selective. Don’t fall into the trap of rushing through the material. It is better to cover one topic properly and leave out another topic than trying to rush through both topics in a careless manner.
There are two ways for you to be selective:
	Decide what to use of the material for each session!

You have to make the following decisions:
	How much time should the students spend on the Introduction?

	Which of the Time of sharing questions are most important for my students? Then let the students do these questions first. If some students have time, they can do the other questions also. Perhaps you can let the students themselves choose the questions that are most important to them.

	Which of the Time of prayer items are most relevant for my students? Then let the students cover these items first. Perhaps you can let the students themselves choose the prayer items that are most important to them.

	Will there be time for Bible study/sermon/devotion? More about this below!

	Decide which sessions that can be omitted!

You have to answer questions like these:
	Do we have enough time to do all the 8 sessions? Perhaps you will find that there is only time to do four sessions properly. 

	Which are the most important retreat session topics for my students? Perhaps you will come to the conclusion that it would be good for your students to cover a variety of topics. In that case, I have this suggestion for you:

-Select one or more of sessions 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 – they all deal with lifestyle issues.
-Select session 4  – it deals with Christian suffering.
-Select session 7 – it deals with false teachings.
-Select session 8 – it deals with the second coming of Jesus.
	What do I do with the excluded sessions? Hopefully your will remember that some of this material could be used in the studies (see Introduction above).

Focus on prayer
Much of the retreat time should be spent on prayer – less on talking, discussing and sharing. But the prayer time must be meaningful and focused. So that is where the Time of sharing comes in. Matters that have been discussed and shared during the Time of sharing will give focus to the Time of prayer. But it will also provide fuel for it. It will help the students with items to pray about.
The prayer could be organized either individually or in small groups. You as teacher and retreat leader must be sensitive to the participants. They must not be forced to reveal personal matters, which they are not comfortable to share with others. Also make sure that the students always treat one another with sensitivity and respect. Be careful that the students don’t use the prayer time to draw attention to themselves, for example by showing off as “mighty prayer warriors.” 
The importance of making decisions
But it is also important that matters shared and discussed and then prayed about result in changed attitudes of the students. So the Time of sharing and the Time of prayer must also encourage the students to make life changing decisions. 
It is good if the students are asked to note down their decisions and keep their notes as reminders of what they have decided and of what they want God to work out in their lives.
Bible study/sermon/devotion
To prepare a Bible study (or a sermon or a devotion) is an excellent method for all of us to consolidate our knowledge and to make practical use of what we have studied. So don’t neglect this!
The problem, of course, is time. There may not be enough time during most of the retreat sessions for the students to prepare a Bible study/sermon/devotion. But the teacher should try to find ways to solve that problem. Perhaps the students can do it as an assignment in the evening – or over the weekend.
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