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The Pastoral letters – a summary
Introduction
The three Pastoral letters are here presented in the chronological order Paul wrote them. First Timothy and Titus that were written around AD 63–64 and Second Timothy was written around AD 65–66. 
The three letters to Timothy and Titus have been commonly known as the Pastoral letters, because Paul did not address them to a particular church but to two of his co-workers. Paul sent Timothy to lead the church in Ephesus and Titus to lead the church on Crete. In addition, Paul instructed both Titus and Timothy about how to appoint leaders (elders and deacons) in the church. The elders were the “shepherds” (or “pastors”) of the New Testament church. So that is why these three letters are called the “pastoral letters”. 
The authorship of the pastoral letters has not been questioned until comparatively recently. The early church and Christian tradition never doubted that Paul was the author. There is a good explanation why the choice of words and the style of language of these letters are a little different from Paul’s other letters: This time, Paul has used a different secretary, perhaps Luke. There are similarities in expressions and words between the pastoral letters and the writings of Luke (Luke’s gospel and Acts). Also, Paul mentions in 2 Tim. 4:11 that Luke is the only one who is with him at that time. 
The Pastoral letters, especially Second Timothy, contain a number of personal greetings. It is hard to believe that another author than Paul, would send personal greetings and convey personal information, as can be seen for example in 2 Tim. 1:16–17; 4:13 and Tit. 3:13.
First Timothy
Facts
	First Timothy was probably written AD 63–64, about the same time as the letter to Titus. The two letters contain similar teaching about appointing leaders and about false teaching. 

	Timothy, the receiver of the letter, had a Jewish mother and a Greek father.

	Timothy was a close co-worker of Paul’s and much appreciated by him. Paul even calls him his “true son in the faith” (1:2; Acts 16:1–3; 1 Cor. 4:17; Phil. 2:19–24). Timothy travelled with Paul on his second and third missionary journeys.

Paul knew the city of Ephesus well. He had lived there for almost three years. Probably he revisited the place after his time in prison in Rome and left Timothy there to deal with the heresy that had started to spread within the church (1:3). The heresy had both Jewish and Greek features and was characterised by speculations on Jewish law, legends about forefathers, asceticism and abstinence from food and marriage (1:4; 4:1–3). 
On his previous visit to Ephesus, Paul had himself dealt with two of the proponents of the false teaching, Hymenaeus and Alexander (1:20), who also seem to have belonged the church leadership. The heresy seems to have attracted especially the young women of the church (1 Tim. 5:11–15; 2 Tim. 3:5–7). The false teachers had tempted them with a higher form of spirituality that erased the old gender roles and promised the women freedom from old structures and roles. The probable reason why Paul forbade women to teach in Ephesus was their wrong teachings. 
The purpose of the letter was therefore to encourage Timothy to deal with the situation in the church in Ephesus and to give him concrete advice on how to appoint leaders and teach the church a true and sound Christian life. 
Contents
The first letter to Timothy can be divided into following parts:
a.Appeal for sound teaching and life (ch 1–2)
b.Advice on the appointment of leaders and co-workers in the church (ch 3)
c.Personal instructions to Timothy (ch 4)
d.Rules for church life and the status of widows (ch 5)
e.Commandments on wealth, money and Christian lifestyle (ch 6)
After his greeting, Paul directly tackles the reason for his letter. Timothy needs to deal with the false teachings and heresies that have led to sin and immorality in the church. The only thing that can sort out the situation is the gospel of Christ (1:11). Paul reminds Timothy that Paul himself, the greatest sinner of all (1:12–17), was changed by the gospel. So his ministry has authority and can give hope to other sinners. 
Paul encourages a life of order and peace. The believers should learn how to pray for all people, not least for those in power (2:1–7). The men should pray without any dispute or anger (2:8), and the women should make sure that their beauty lies in their faith and good deeds, and not in their outer appearance (2:9–10). The women that have gone astray are not allowed to teach but should be still and affirm their femininity and motherhood (2:11–15).
Paul then advises Timothy on how to appoint leaders (3:1–7) and co-workers (3:8–13). The key points are that they live reliable lives in line with their Christian faith; that they care for their own families; that they are sober, hospitable, and free from love of money and possessions. Paul hopes to join Timothy soon and to support him in the ministry. 
Timothy is advised not to be hindered or limited by those who consider him young. But he should keep on preaching, teaching and admonishing while watching over his own life. Paul tells him how to relate to different groups in the church, both to those who are older and to those who are younger. 
At the end of the letter Paul again writes about false teachers. Their lives are characterised by controversies, slander and love of money (6:3–10). Timothy is told stay away from those things and to strive for sound teaching while leading a life that is transparent and above reproach. 
Message
Throughout this letter Paul discusses heresies and how to Timothy should deal with them. 
There are also many personal exhortations for “young” Timothy (he might have been 30–35 years old when he received the letter). The task given to him was a hard one and therefore he needed a lot of encouragement and good advice from his spiritual father and coach. So in this letter we find good guidance and practical advice especially for those who are leaders in the church. 
Doctrine and life go together for Paul. Character is more important than charisma, and a leader of God’s church has to live a truthful and trustworthy life. 
Titus
Facts
	Titus, the recipient of this letter, was one of Paul’s co-workers (2 Cor. 2:13; 7:6–16; 8:6, 16–24; Gal. 2:1–3). He was of Greek origin. Paul called him “my true son in…faith”. 

	Titus was working as a leader of the church on Crete. Paul had been there with him, but when he had to move on he handed over the responsibility to Titus (1:5).

	It is not clear when the letter was written, but probably around AD 63–64. Paul seems to have gone to Crete after his first imprisonment in Rome. He had been forced to stop on Crete once before when, on his journey to Rome as a prisoner (Acts 27:7–8). 

	Paul wrote this letter from Nicopolis. He was waiting for Titus to join him after having finished his task on Crete (3:12).

The church consisted mainly of Gentiles but there were probably some Jews as well. The letter pictures a church that is relatively newly planted, so there were many things for Titus to deal with, such as false teachers causing confusion by teaching Jewish legends and encouraging immorality and evil desires (1:10–6; 3:9–11).
Contents
The letter to Titus can be divided in three parts:
a.Doctrine and duty in the church (ch 1)
b.Doctrine and duty at home (ch 2)
c.Doctrine and duty in the world (ch 3)
The letter starts with an unusually long greeting. Then Paul gives Titus instructions on how to appoint church leaders and what qualifications they should have. Church leaders should be reliable, but must also be able to deal with false teachers. 
Paul tells Titus to remind the church what it means to live as a believer, giving advice for old men (2:2), for old women (2:3), for young women (2:4–5), for young men (2:6–8) and for slaves (2:9–10). Christian lifestyle is based on God’s salvation revealed in Jesus Christ, and God’s grace gives believers strength to say no to the desires of this sinful world. 
Believers should be good examples in society by showing respect and obedience to rulers and authorities and by living a peaceful life among non-believers (3:1–2).
Paul ends his letter with personal exhortations to Titus. He must teach the church the things that Paul has brought up and stay away from false teachers. He closes by giving some instructions about some of Titus’s co-workers (3:8–15). 
Message
The letter to Titus expresses the importance of living a holy life though good deeds.  Love, humility, holiness, purity, soundness, faithfulness and perseverance are key words for the life that Paul describes. 
But it is very important to note how Paul motivates Christian lifestyle. Firstly, he refers to salvation: What has happened in Christ and what will happen when Christ returns should motivate the believer to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly desires, and to live lives that are self-controlled, righteous and godly in this present age (2:11–14). Secondly, Paul motivates Christian lifestyle by referring to the baptism in water and renewal by the Holy Spirit (3:3–7). To be able do good deeds we need more than just our own will and strength. God’s work in Christ gives us strength and motivation for a transformed life. Just as in his other letters, Paul builds his ethics and admonitions on what God has already done for the believers though Christ.
Paul uses two different terms as he talks about the leaders – elders and overseers. But these words obviously refer to the same group of leaders. What is more important is that he mentions very little about their charismatic qualities but rather points out that leaders must be trustworthy. Paul makes it clear that the primary gift and strength of Christian leaders are their ability to reach out to others people.
Second Timothy
Background
His second letter to Timothy is the most personal of Paul’s letters. It is above all coloured by Paul knowing that his death is near.
Facts
	Paul is imprisoned again – awaiting his death penalty because of his Christian faith and preaching (2:8–13; 4:6–8). 

	He is probably in Rome. As a Roman citizen he must have appealed to the emperor. According to Christian tradition Paul suffered martyrdom in Rome under the persecutions of emperor Nero.

	It was written around AD 65–66.

It can be deduced from 2 Tim. 4:14–18, that a coppersmith called Alexander had reported Paul to the authorities in Rome as an act of revenge, because Paul had excommunicated him from the church (1 Tim. 1:20). 
The letter is marked by the seriousness of the times. It can be read as Paul’s spiritual legacy to Timothy. Paul feels alone and abandoned, and he longs for his dear friend and co-worker (1:3–5, 15; 4; 9–11, 21). The task Paul earlier gave to Timothy was difficult and false teachers still have a strong hold on the church (2:14.3:9; 4:3–4). Timothy is discouraged and feels like giving up (1:6–8; 2:1–3). 
Paul therefore sends Tychicus to Timothy (4:12) to help him in the ministry. The letter is full of comfort and encouragement. 
Contents
Second Timothy can be divided in two parts:
a.Paul encourages Timothy to persevere and to fight boldly (1:1–4:5)
b.Paul says his farewell to Timothy (4:6–18)
After a short greeting, this letter, unlike Titus and First Timothy, begins with a thanksgiving where Paul especially thanks God for Timothy’s faith and loyalty to the gospel (1:3–5). He encourages Timothy to hold on to his ministry and not be ashamed but to be ready to suffer for the gospel. Paul gives himself, as an imitator of Christ, as an example for Timothy in preaching and suffering. (1:13–14; 2:3). 
Timothy must continue the struggle against the heretics, to be tough with them and at the same time remain faithful and act with gentleness. The result might be that the opponents of the gospel repent. But Paul also reminds him that apostasy and rebellion against God and the true gospel are signs that they live in the last days (3:1–9). So Timothy must be prepared to teach, rebuke and correct using the holy Scriptures, in spite of pain and suffering (3:10–4:5). 
The letter ends with personal instructions and greetings. 
Message
Second Timothy differs from the other two pastoral letters, as it does not give any instructions how to appoint leaders for the church. It is also written in a more personal way, and it contains more personal directions. It is foremost a letter full of intimacy and warmth, a spiritual father writing with great concern to his spiritual son. In this letter we get to know Paul as a friend, an apostle and a spiritual guide. 
In the main part of the letter, Paul presents himself as an example. The message is about commitment, faithfulness and fighting for the Christian faith. A Christian believer must be ready to face opposition and persecution. Paul’s life is a testimony to the great cost of confessing Christ. It is about hard labour and sacrificing everything, even dying for Christ. 
But Paul does not regret anything and he is not ashamed. The letter is full of assurance and victory. The great grace revealed in Jesus Christ is Paul’s anchor and rock in his struggles to follow Christ. To have Christ is worth any suffering in the world. It gives life meaning and hope. And Paul is now ready to depart from this world to be with Christ. 
Second Timothy emphasises the imitation of Christ and faithfulness to the gospel.
The message of First Timothy
What do we know about Timothy?￼[image: Timothy_and_Paul.jpg]
Age
Timothy was probably in his mid-thirties at the time Paul wrote his first letter to him. In ancient times he was still regarded as a young man, 1 Tim. 4:12. When Timothy was asked to join Paul on his second missionary journey, Acts 16:1–3, he may have been at least twenty years old. Since then, 13–14 years had passed. 
Personality
Timothy was shy and timid and needed a lot of encouragement and reassurance, 1 Tim. 4:12. 
Health
Timothy was physically weak with gastric problems, 1 Tim. 5:23. 
Family
Timothy’s mother Eunice and grandmother Lois were strong in faith, 2 Tim. 1:5. His father was Greek, Acts 16:3.
Relation to Paul
Timothy was close to Paul, who counted him as a son in faith, 1 Cor. 4:17. They travelled together on missionary journeys, Acts 18:5, 20:4.
Leadership
Timothy was appointed by Paul to complete the founding work of the church in Ephesus, 1 Tim. 1:3. 
Death
According to church tradition, Timothy was old when he was stoned to death while defending the gospel.
Six main topics
In this letter Paul addresses six main topics:
	True doctrine versus false teachers: The doctrine of the church and how to keep it intact and uncorrupted by false teachers (1:3–20)

	The public worship of the church (2:1–15)

	The leaders and elders of the church: The local leadership of the church and specifically the conditions of eligibility of elders/overseers and deacons (3:1–16)

	How to detect false teachers and promote true teaching: The leadership of the Ephesus church with special focus on Timothy as a young leader (4:11–5:2)

	The social responsibilities of the church (5:3–6:2)

	Right and wrong: The attitude of the church to material possessions (6:3–21)

 
1. True doctrine versus false teachers (1:3–20)
In the first chapter, Paul focuses on sound doctrine. He urges Timothy to stay in Ephesus in order to stop the spread of false teaching. Paul uses the Greek word heterodidaskaleo, which means “to teach another doctrine”, 1:3. 
Who were the false teachers and what were they teaching? Paul writes that they wanted to be teachers of the law (1:7). But what is wrong with teaching the law? According to 1:8 there is a right way as well as a wrong way to use the law. 
Timothy should command the false teachers not to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies (1:4). Paul comes back to these legends or fables in 4:7. Myths and genealogies promote, Paul writes, controversies. The Greek word for “controversies” can also mean “useless speculation”. 
False teaching therefore promotes speculation rather than God’s work – which is by faith (1:4). Speculation raises doubts but revelation and sound doctrine evoke faith. False teaching promotes controversies, whereas the goal of true teaching without speculation is love (1:5).
Discussion 
What would indicate to you that a group (or a person) is not spiritually healthy, even if they calls themselves a Christian group?
The law can, and should, be used in teaching. But it must be used in such a way that people are built up in faith and love. They must not become confused or feel condemned, because the gospel of Christ does not make people confused, Gal. 1:6–7, and there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ, Rom. 8:1. 
For the Jews the purpose of the law was to guide and correct their life and ethics but also to give them protection. When they kept the law (God’s word) they would live in his blessings and promises. If they did not keep the law they would be beyond God’s protection. 
Paul, who himself was a Jew, realised when he met Jesus on the road to Damascus that the law also convinces a person of sin. Neither Paul nor any other person is able to completely fulfil the requirements of the law. But the law will convince us of our shortcomings and sins, Rom. 3:23, 7:24. Therefore, Paul writes in Gal. 3:24 that the law has become our guardian to bring us to Christ. Through the law we could not be made free from sin. Instead the law convinces us of sin and our need for salvation. Christ is the end of the law, its culmination and fulfilment, Rom. 10:4.
Read and compare
Read Paul’s list of sins in 1:8–10 and then Ex. 20:1–17 and compare. Which the Ten Commandments do you find in Paul’s list?
We find that the moral standards of the gospel do not differ from the moral standards of the law. Therefore, as far as moral standards are concerned, there is no difference between the law and the gospel. But when it comes to salvation the difference is crucial: The law condemns, while the gospel justifies. 
In chapter one, Paul first refers to false teachers and then to himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ. Timothy is presented with the choice of whom to follow. On the one hand, Paul is urges him to silence the false teachers. On the other hand, Timothy must feel the deceptive influence of their speculations. Timothy cannot remain neutral even if he is young, inexperienced and timid. He is reminded of the prophecies that were made about him and to fight the good fight. When Timothy was called into the ministry, his calling and the prophecies about him must have been based on the true teaching of God. The good fight he is told to fight is also found in 6:2. It is the fight of faith. 
The two men, Alexander and Hymenaeus, mentioned at the end of the chapter failed to fight the good fight of faith. They rejected a good conscience. They were trapped by false teaching and then rejected the truth. Paul handed them over to Satan. This means that they were excommunicated from the church and sent back into the world, the domain of Satan. Note that this excommunication was not permanent. The two men had to learn not to blaspheme. But if they changed and repented, they would be restored again to the fellowship. 
Discussion 
	Read 1:19. We find that two things are good for Timothy to hold on to – what are they? Why do you think they are important to hold on to?

	Read 1:20. How can this verse be applied to the church today?

Prayer
Spend some time praying for those who are responsible to teach the Word of God in the churches today.
 
2. The public worship of the church (2:1–15)
First of all Paul urges Timothy and the church to pray and give thanks for all people. The church is essentially a worshipping and praying community. It is often said that the prime concern of the church is evangelism but, it is really not so. Worship takes precedence over evangelism. Love for God is the first commandment and love for your neighbour is the second. Also, long after the task of evangelism is over, the church will continue to worship God through eternity. Evangelism is also in itself an aspect of worship. In chapter 2, Paul teaches about worship. The church should worship with a mind that is broad and global. Paul also mentions how  men and women should behave during worship. 
a. Global concern in public worship (2:1–7)
a.The prayer of the church should concern all people (2:1–2)
Paul mentions four kinds of worship: Requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving. The important question is not whether or in what way these kinds of worship are different from one another. The important thing is that they should be practised by everyone! The church should embrace the world in prayer. 
The church should pray for kings and all those in authority. Remember who reigned at the time of Paul’s writing! It was emperor Nero, whose vanity, cruelty and hostility against the Christian faith was widely known. But the church is called to pray for their kings and leaders, see also Jer. 29:7. The early theological scholar and church father Tertullian wrote, “We pray for the emperors, for their ministers and for those in power, that their reign may continue, that the state may be at peace and that the end of the world may be postponed”. 
The reason for this kind of prayer is that we all may lead peaceful and quiet lives. Paul himself experienced the blessings of the Roman Empire. To pray for the leaders is good and pleasing to God who wants all men to be saved. So the ultimate object for our prayer for national leaders is that they keep and promote peace. We pray that faith and high moral standards would thrive and that evangelism would move forward without disruption. 
Discussion
How can we involve in this kind of prayer in practice? How can we pray for the world? Give examples. How can we know what to pray? Give examples. 
b.God’s desire concerns all people (2:3–4)
God wants all people to be saved. There is so much injustice in the world today. Racism, nationalism, caste and class distinctions are some of the many and widespread ways in which people are evaluated and labelled. We have to remind ourselves of the truth: God loves the whole world, and he desires all people to be saved. Consequently, he commands us to preach the gospel to all nations and to pray for their conversion. 
c.Christ’s death concerns all people (2:5–6)
Paul says that there is one mediator between God and mankind, Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only way to salvation, the only way for all people all over the world. There is no other way. 
d.The church’s proclamation must concern every person, every nation (2:7)
Paul was called to be a herald, an apostle and a teacher to the Gentiles. The church has the same calling, that of global mission. The church is called to pray for everyone (2:1) and to proclaim the gospel to every nation (2:7). The church should imitate God. This means that the concerns of God are the concerns of the church. The reason why all people must be included in the prayers and proclamations of the church is that there is only one God and only one mediator. It is the unity of God and uniqueness of Christ that call for the gospel to reach all nations. God’s desire and Christ’s death concern everybody. Consequently the duty of the church also concerns all people, reaching out to them both in earnest prayer and in urgent witness. 
b. Gender roles in public worship (2:8–15)
Paul continues to focus on public worship in the second chapter, now turning from the priority and scope of the prayers of the local church to the appropriate behaviour of men and women whenever the church assembles for worship. This text, especially verses 11–15, is one of the most debated and controversial texts about worship. As we read this scripture (but also others) we have to keep in mind two important hermeneutic principles, the principle of harmony and the principle of history: 
	The principle of harmony: God does not contradict himself. Even if the Bible is rich in diversity both in theology and literary styles there is an underlying consistency. So this text does not do away with the equality in dignity and value between men and women that the Bible reveals in God’s work of creation and redemption. 

	The principle of history: God always speaks into particular historical and cultural settings. No word of God was spoken in a cultural vacuum. Every word was spoken in a cultural context. A reader of God’s word must distinguish between God’s essential revelation (which is changeless) and its cultural expression (which is changeable).

Men and their prayers (2:8)
I therefore desire that men in every place should pray, lifting up holy hands without anger or ulterior motives. 
Men should pray with holy hands. How can hands be holy? Compare Ps.￼[image: Lift_up_holy_hands.jpg] 24:4 where it it written that those who wish to come before God must have clean hands and a pure heart. The hands represent the heart. It is useless to lift our hands before God if our heart is filled with sin or if we have anger and bitterness towards God or others. We have to be reconciled first. Holiness, love and peace are indispensable to prayer. This is an unchanging revelation.
The lifting of hands, however, is a cultural gesture. Historically and geographically it has signified various things. Also, in the Bible we find a variety of praying postures, not only lifted hands. 
This verse teaches us that our prayers always should be accompanied by holiness, love and peace. Whether we stand or kneel or sit or fall on our faces or however we keep our hands, is less important – as long as we come before God with respect and a sincere heart. 
Women and their adornment (2:9–10)￼[image: indianwoman.jpg]
In the same way, I want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, adorning themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or with gold and pearls and expensive clothes, but with good deeds, proper for women who profess reverence to God.
Paul has no problem with women adorning themselves. But the question is how women adorn themselves. We find three points in his instruction:
	Women should dress modestly, with decency and propriety. This means that they should be discreet and modest in their dress and not wear any garment that is deliberately suggestive or seductive. 

	Women should not adorn themselves with elaborately braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes. Of course this does not ban all hairstyles that include braids, all jewellery with gold or pearl or all elegant clothing. This we can understand from the description of the church as the bride in the book of Revelation. The bride of the Lamb will be beautifully adorned. What Paul did not want was for the women of the church in Ephesus to dress and adorn themselves in a way that reminded people of how prostitutes dressed in those days. So Paul’s point here is that Christian women should adorn themselves with clothing, hairstyles and jewellery, which in their culture would not be considered extravagant, vain or suggestive.

	Women are to adorn themselves with good deeds. Paul reminds them that there are two kinds of feminine beauty,  physical and moral, the beauty of a woman’s body and the beauty of a woman's character. 

To sum up: Different styles of hair, adornments and clothing are cultural and not wrong as long as they are not seductive or vain. But women of God should focus more on their inner beauty, which comes from a relationship with God. That is the unchanging revelation of this text.
Women and their role (2:11–15)
Let a woman learn in quietness with all submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man. She must be keep silent. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one who was deceived. But it was the woman who was deceived and transgressed. But she will be saved through childbearing if she continues in faith, love and holiness with modesty.
This is, for various reasons, one of the most controversial texts in the Bible. Firstly, it does not correspond with Paul’s own life and practice as he gave room for women to teach, to work and to be leaders in the church (see for example Rom. 16). Secondly, the text includes Greek words that were rarely used in ancient Greek, which makes it difficult for Bible scholars to know what they exactly mean. And thirdly, it deals with the gender issue, a very sensitive issue in many cultures today. So the position of a church on gender issues often affects the credibility of that church.
In Ephesus, where Timothy was ministering, a lot of false doctrines had spread within the church. This is one of the reasons why Paul wrote this letter. Women seem to have been involved in these false teachings (5:6, 13, 15; 2 Tim. 3:6). They had been misled and taught wrongly. The language Paul uses indicates that a woman should not teach, or rather, have authority over or dominate a man. So Paul said that women have to learn the truth in submission. They were not allowed to teach because these women in Ephesus taught false doctrine. Instead they themselves had to learn the truth. So women (and men) who have a false teaching and propagate false knowledge should themselves learn the truth. Only then can they teach others. We see that Paul had female co-workers involved in teaching, for example Priscilla (Rom 16:3-4). This is an unchanging revelation. 
That women should learn in quietness and full submission was a cultural thing. In ancient times disciples and students were supposed to learn from their master in quietness and submission. That was how it was done culturally. 
Why does Paul mention Adam and Eve? Paul usually blamed Adam for the Fall (see for example Rom. 5), but here he says it was Eve’s fault. Eve had not received all the teaching that God had given to Adam before Eve was created (see Gen. 2). So she believed the words of the serpent. Paul uses the example of Eve here in order to show the importance of teaching women (and men) the truth. If that is neglected, the consequences can be disastrous. 
As we know, salvation comes from Jesus Christ and faith in him only. So it is very unlikely that Paul here means that women can be saved only if they bear children. Most likely Paul means that women would be saved through the Birth of the Child, referring to Christ. It is through the humble and obedient Mary that salvation came to people. Here women have a positive role model to follow, as a contrast to Eve and her role in the Fall.
3. The leaders and elders of the church (3:1–16)
To be a pastor is a noble thing, because it involves the care and nurture of the people of God. In order to become a pastor a call from God is essential. But other requirements are an inner aspiration and conviction of the person called as well as a confirmation from the church and people that are be led. 
Let us look into the areas that Paul mentions:
a.Fidelity in marriage: Pastors need to live an exemplary life as married persons.
b.Self-controlled: Pastors should be temperate, self-controlled and respectable. Someone has said: “How will I be able to rule over others if I don’t have full power and command of myself?”
c.Hospitality: This word literally means “love for strangers”. So pastors should be generous and loving.
d.Teaching ability: Note that this is the only “professional” qualification mentioned. Pastors should be able to teach the Word of God. 
e.Drinking habits: Throughout the Bible we find warnings about drunkenness. Here Paul makes it clear that pastor cannot be drunkards if they are called to teach and lead people in the right way. 
f.Temper and temperament: False teachers were characterised by quarrelsomeness, conceit and strife, but Christian leaders should be gentle. Gentle pastors will be like their Master Jesus.
g.Attitude to money: Paul requires that pastors be paid adequately (5:17–18). But they should not have the love of money. At the end of his letter Paul says the love of money is “a root of all kinds of evil” (6:10).
h.Domestic discipline: Pastors are called to care for two households – their own and God’s. The pastors’ own families are their training grounds. If they are not able to care for their own families, how will they be able to look after God’s family? 
i.Spiritual maturity: Leaders have to be mature in faith as they are to lead others. If they are inexperienced and not rooted in the faith, they may become conceited and proud. 
j.Outside reputation: The world is watching the church and its leaders. The devil is out to discredit ministers of the gospel. Therefore it is important for leaders not only to be regarded well by people not belonging to the church but also to move honourably and respectfully with people in general. 
Group discussion
	How can you test a person’s suitability in the areas listed above? (Each group can choose to discuss 2–3 of the points) 

	Paul speaks about elders and people who are spiritually mature – can you see any problem with appointing young and recently born-again people to the ministry? What can be done to support young leaders?

 
4. How to detect false teachers and promote true teaching (4:1–5:2)
a. How to detect false teachers (4:1–10)
Paul says that some will abandon the faith and this has already started. He gives three causes for that:
1. They will follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons
There is a powerful demonic spiritual reality behind the false teachers. The devil is a deceiver, seducing people into error. 
2. Such teaching comes through hypocritical liars 
The devil uses human beings to deceive others. The false teachers are intentional deceivers, and they themselves do not believe what they teach.
3. Their conscience has been seared as with a hot iron
When skin is burnt with a hot iron it will be painful but the skin will also be anaesthetised and even die. The conscience of the false teachers has been smothered and eventually silenced. The false teachers have lost their sensitivity to their conscience. They have turned into hypocritical liars who will finally expose themselves to the influence of deceiving spirits. 
b. How to test a teaching to see if it is false or true?
The first test is theological
Does the teaching agree with the overall word of God? In the case of Ephesus, the false teachers prohibited people to marry and ordered them to abstain from certain foods. Paul’s answer was that God has created these things for us to receive with thanksgiving. We should recognise and acknowledge, appreciate and celebrate all the gifts of the Creator. To reject them is to insult the Creator. Please note that this does not prohibit fasting at certain times or disallow people who are called to a life of celibacy.
The second test is ethical
Paul tells Timothy to train himself in godliness. Just like physical training is essential for people to stay healthy and alert physically, so training in godliness will keep God’s people spiritually healthy and alert. Paul does not give any details in this passage on how this spiritual training should be done. 
Discussion
	How can we train ourselves in godliness? What scriptures about “training in godliness” do you know?

The two tests that Paul gave to Timothy, can still be applied to questionable teaching today. Does the teaching you are listening to agree with God’s Word overall? And secondly, does the teaching draw us closer to God and make us more like Him, making us more godly? 
c. How to promote true teaching (4:11–5:2)
These are Paul’s points:
a.Timothy must be a good example. 
People would not despise him for his youth if they admired his example. Peter taught the same thing when he, urged church elders to serve humbly and not to lord it over those entrusted to them. Instead they should be examples to the flock (1 Pet. 5:3).
b.Timothy must realise the authority that he received when he was appointed by Paul, but even more the authority of Scripture. 
In the synagogues the leaders would read the holy word of God, just like Ezra read the law (Neh. 8:8–9) and Jesus read from Isaiah in Nazareth (Luk. 4:18–19). The word of God had authority in itself and transmitted this authority to Ezra and Jesus.
c.Timothy must exercise his gift. 
When he was appointed and prayed for, Timothy had received a gift from God. Paul encourages him not to neglect this gift but to use it. God gives gifts but it is up to the receiver to use and develop the gift. 
d.Timothy must show his progress. 
Even as a leader, Timothy must grow and learn and let people see his progress. Christian leaders should set an example that is dynamic and progressive. Paul himself was clear that he had not reached perfection but was still growing as a leader, Phil. 3:12. 
e.Timothy must pay attention to himself. 
He must watch over his life (his character and conduct) and his doctrine (his teaching of others). Leaders must spend time developing their own lives and their own faith – and not devote all their energies on their ministries. There must be a balance.
f.Timothy must pay attention to his relationships. 
Church leaders lead people of all generations, of both genders and of various social standings. So they must have the right attitude to the people they work with. Paul uses the example of a family, in which love binds all the members together. Elders must be treated with respect and gentleness. People of the leader’s own generation must be treated with equality. And people of the opposite sex must be treated with self-control and purity.
Group discussion
	Many young leaders find that older leaders look down on them, patronize them and remind them of their youth and inexperience. What experience do you have in this area?

	Discuss each point in the list above. Do you understand the point? How can you as a leader live up to each point?

Prayer
Take some time and pray for the Christian leaders of today, for cleansing and discernment. Also pray for your own calling as a leader.
 
5. The social responsibilities of the church (5:3–6:2)
This passage mentions three groups in the church in need of special attention: widows, elders/ministers, slaves.
a. Widows
The Bible has much to say about widows and honours them in a way that most cultures would not do. God is described as the Father of the￼[image: Widows.jpg] fatherless and the defender of widows (Deut. 10:18; Ps. 146:9). Jesus himself was consistently compassionate to widows (Luke 7:11–12; Luke 18:1–7; Mark 12:41–42; Mark 12:38). The early church followed his example and showed the same concern. Certain church workers were appointed to supervise the care of widows (Acts 6:1–6). 
Widows should be honoured and cared for. Paul repeatedly points out in this text that the immediate family of the widow should be responsible for her. Paul gives for reasons for this responsibility: to repay our parents (v 4), to please God (v 4), to express and not deny the faith (v 8) and not to burden the church (v 16). But for those widows who do not have family support, the church should take responsibility. 
Younger widows should preferably remarry as they would find it hard to commit to a life of singleness in a responsible way. 
b. Elders/ministers
Paul instructs Timothy how to treat ministers in the three areas of appreciation, discipline and appointment. We find five principles to guide us in these matters:
a.Appreciation (5:17–18): Leaders should be encouraged in two ways. They should be given respect, and they should be paid fairly. Paul himself insisted on making his own living by tent making, while defending the right for teachers to receive financial support. 
b.Fairness (5:19–20): Leader who may have done something wrong should be treated fairly. It is not right to slander them or accuse them publicly. Only when their wrongs have been proved by two or three witnesses can the church take action. It is neither right nor necessary to make what is private public, until all other possibilities have been exhausted (Matt. 18:15).
c.Impartiality: Timothy should follow Paul’s instructions and treat elders with fairness and complete justice. There must be no room for favouritism in the church. Paul underlines his point using God, Christ Jesus and the elect angels as his witnesses. So this must be very important!
d.Caution (5:21–22): Timothy should be cautious about whom he lays hands on and ordains to the ministry. If he does these things carelessly, he will have to share the responsibility of a possible future failure of the person ordained for service.
e.Discernment (5:24–25): First appearances will not give us the correct picture of a person’s suitability for service. So Timothy must spend time accurately assessing the character of people before he appoints them. 
c. Slaves 
Slavery was, and still is, a brutal and unjust practice. In spite of this, Paul instructs those who were slaves at that time to submit to and respect their masters, whether or not the masters are believers. By doing so, they would give credit to God’s name and to the teaching of the apostles. 
Discussion
	How is a widow valued and treated in the Indian society? Can the church do something more for widows, the fatherless and strangers?

	What do you think about paying pastors? Can you see ‘tent making’ as an option for you?

	What is Paul referring to when mentions the laying on of hands? Why is it important to be cautious in this area? 

 
6. Right and wrong (6:3–21)
Paul guides Timothy in chapter six about right and wrong things concerning false teachers, rich and poor Christian believers and servants of God.
a. False teachers (6:3–5)
The false teachers are deviating from the faith.
Paul describes the apostolic teaching and doctrine like this: It gives sound instruction (v 3). It contains the truth (v 5). It preserves you in the true faith (v 10, 12, 21). It is what Paul commands (v 14). The apostolic teaching is the norm from which the false teachers have deviated. They have turned away from godly teaching, and therefore they are conceited and understand nothing. 
The false teachers are dividing the church
The false teachers confuse people’s minds. As a result the relationships in the church become twisted and confused as well. 
The false teachers are lovers of money
The false teachers involve in the church and adopt a “godly” attitude only because it is financially profitable for them. 
b. Poor Christian believers (6:6–10)
Paul describes two kinds of Christian poor people:
The contented poor (6:7–8)
The people Paul describes are not the destitute, who lack the basic necessities for survival. Nobody can be content with destitution. But Paul says that those who have food and clothing – enough for their basic needs – should be content with that. His argument is the same as Job’s: We came naked into the world and will leave it naked (Job 1:21). 
Paul describes God as the good Creator, whose gifts we are to receive with thanksgiving (4:3–5). In addition he says that God richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment (6:17). So he is not advocating asceticism but contentment instead of materialism and greed. 
The covetous poor (6:9–10)
These are poor people who are materialistic, greedy and who desire to become rich. They love money. Paul points out that this kind of desire is a temptation that will trap people into placing money above God in their lives. Their yearning for material things and money will gradually increase and finally lead to their ruin and destruction. Jesus asked, What will it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? (Mark 8:36).
First, we see that the poverty that Paul is addressing is not destitution, which is destructive to humanity and against God’s will. Paul propagates a simplicity of lifestyle with which we should be content. Secondly, our contentment should not hinder us from standing up against poverty and injustice.
c. Servants of God (6:11–16)
In this passage Paul shows Timothy the difference between a servant of God and the false teachers. Timothy and other Christian leaders have to take a stand against ungodliness.
Discussion
Read 1 Tim 6:11–16 and discuss the following questions: 
	What must a servant of God flee from when it comes to ethics? 

	What is a servant of God to strive for when it comes to ethics? 

	What is a servant of God to flee from doctrinally?

	What is a servant of God to strive for doctrinally? 

	Why must a servant of God do these things? 

Paul describes God, and we can sum up his description with four powerful words: God is invincible (He is the only Ruler, King and Lord). God is immortal. God is inaccessible (He lives in unapproachable light). God is invisible (No one can see him). 
	How do you understand these words? And what does it mean that God has these characteristics?

d. Rich Christian believers (6:17–19)
Paul has already addressed the believers that are poor. Now he turns to the rich in this world. The two dangers that rich people face are that they become proud and that they live with a false sense of security. Money can make people feel important and become boastful about their money and possessions. Money also gives a false sense of security, so the rich easily begin to trust the gift (of money and material things) rather than the Giver of this gift. These two dangers that rich believers face can ruin their most important relationships, their relationship with God and their relationship with their fellow beings. 
Rich believers should live up to their responsibilities and know their duty to do good. Paul does not say that it is wrong to be rich. But he wants rich people to take responsibility. They should not be lazy just because they have money but rather be rich in good deeds. They should be like God in his richness: do good, be generous and be willing to share. They should focus on “spiritual riches” gained by doing good to others.
So this is what Paul teaches about money:
	Against materialism Paul sets simplicity as a lifestyle.

	Against asceticism Paul sets gratitude for God’s creation and gifts. 

	Against covetousness Paul sets contentment with what we have.

	Against selfishness Paul sets generosity in imitation of God.

A healthy Christian life is therefore expressed in simplicity, gratitude, contentment and generosity. 
Discussion
	How can we stand against the love of money in this world? How can we make these characteristics (simplicity, gratitude, contentment and generosity) grow in our lives? What do we need to change? 

Prayer
	Take some time and pray that you and the church will be able to handle money and material possessions correctly, in a way that honours God and helps others. 

	Pray that the message from First Timothy will be rooted in you and that you can use what you have learnt in your life and ministry.

 
The message of Titus
What do we know about Titus?￼[image: Titus_and_Paul.jpg]
Background
Titus was Greek by birth.
Relation to Paul
He was a son in faith to Paul, Tit. 1:4. Titus became one of Paul’s converts and close co-workers, 2 Cor. 2:13.. He travelled with Paul on some of his missionary journeys.
Ministry
He was sent to Corinth to help the church sort out some problems, 2 Cor. 7:5–7, 13–15. He also helped Paul in Macedonia with the collection of material assistance to needy believers in Jerusalem, 2 Cor. 8:1–23. Paul later gave him the task to carry on with the work of establishing the church in Crete, Tit. 1:5.
Three main parts
Paul’s letter to Titus can be divided in to three parts, like this:
	Doctrine and duty in the church (chapter 1)

	Doctrine and duty at home (chapter 2)

	Doctrine and duty in the world (chapter 3)

 
1. Doctrine and duty in the church (1:5–16)
Paul’s reason for leaving Titus in Crete was that he would take care of matters that Paul had left unfinished and to appoint church elders (1:5). 
The statements and requirements of an elder found in Titus overlap with Paul’s instructions to Timothy in 1 Tim. 3:1–13. So there is no need to go into detail with them here. 
The Greek words for elder (presbyter, Titus 1:6) and bishop (episkopos, v 7) are synonymous and refer to the same function in the church. So there is no difference between an elder and a bishop. 
The text shows that Titus should appoint elders (in the plural). Perhaps there was one elder for each house group in the church. As there were probably many house groups, Titus was told to appoint more than one elder. Evidently, Paul did not encourage a “one-shepherd-leadership” but rather a team of leaders working closely together. 
Just three points about the elders:
	They must be blameless in their marriage and family life (1:6)

	They must be blameless in their character and conduct (1:7–8)

	They must be blameless in their doctrinal truth (1:9)

Discussion
	Do you think that any of these points is more important than the others? Why or why not?

	What does it mean to be blameless? Do elders need to be perfect and spotless? Or does it mean that there should be nothing to accuse and blame them for?

	How do these points apply in the churches in Karnataka today? How do we appoint leaders? 

	Do these points have anything to do with you? How?

After having instructed Titus about the appointment of elders, Paul focuses on false teachers who were evidently present also in Crete. The elders were appointed in order to keep false teaching away from the church. 
Paul describes the false teachers like this:
a.Their identity: They are rebellious, mere talkers and deceivers.
b.Their influence: They visit houses, teaching false doctrines and ruining the households and perhaps also the house churches.
c.Their character: They are liars, evil and lazy. 
d.Their errors: They care about human commandments rather than about God’s truth. They have a false understanding of purity and are more concerned about seeming pure so that others would praise them than about inner purity from God. They claim they know God but by their actions and behaviour they actually deny him. This means that their words do not at all reflect who they really are.
What then is Paul’s strategy for us to use against false teachers? The text shows us two things:
	As false teachers increased, Paul wanted more sound, faithful and true teachers to be appointed. If there are many false teachers, there is a need for even more true teachers. This is why it is essential for church movements and denominations to have seminaries and Bible colleges where students are taught sound doctrine.

	Paul expected a high standard of those appointed as church leaders. So let us too require our leadership to be up to standard. When there is a shortage of leaders and pastors there is a temptation for a church or a fellowship to appoint anyone who is willing, even though they are not blameless in the areas of home, character and doctrine. Let us instead choose our elders and leaders carefully. Good leaders will keep the church healthier.

 
2. Doctrine and duty at home (2:1–15)
God’s leaders are called to be different from false teachers. Paul writes to Titus, You, however, must teach what is consistent with sound doctrine. There is a contrast between true and healthy doctrine and the unhealthy teaching of the false teachers. In addition, Titus must teach ethics that are in agreement with sound doctrine. 
In his letter to Titus, Paul (just as he did earlier in for example Ephesians) included a set of rules for various kinds of people who made up a Greek and Roman household. Such a list is called a “household code” or a “domestic code”. It regulates  how pairs of people (such as husband/wife, parent/child, master/slave) should relate to each other within the household. Paul adapted his household code to house churches, Christianising it and focusing it on Christian relationships in a Christian. 
Discussion
Read Tit. 2:1–10, and discuss the following three questions: 
	What groups and individuals does Paul mention?

	Do you see any particular theme that recurs with the various groups?

	Can we apply Paul’s instructions to our own situation? How?

In other letters (Romans, Galatians, Ephesians) Paul begins by teaching doctrine and what God has done for us. Then he goes on to teach Christian duty and ethics describing how we should live. In Titus the order is reversed: Paul begins by teaching ethical duties, and then he gives his reasons for why we should live in such a way (2:11–15). 
Paul’s reasons for an ethical living are the two comings of Jesus Christ. The grace of God appeared with Jesus who brought salvation to all people, his first coming. Then we as God’s people look forward the glorious reappearing of Christ, his second coming. God has given us grace through Jesus and we have the hope of his return in glory. These great things, God’s grace and glory in Jesus Christ, are the driving forces for us to live holy lives of self-control, love and faith.
 
3. Doctrine and duty in the world (3:1–8)
Paul uses the same order in chapter 3. First he teaches about our Christian duty in the world. Then he explains the doctrine and the reason for it. 
a. Our relationships
Christian relationship with rulers (3:1)
We saw earlier that Paul wrote to Timothy that the church should pray for our earthly rulers (1 Tim. 2:1–4). Now he writes to Titus that we should obey them. This does not mean that we should give them our unconditional allegiance – that would be idolatry. Jesus Christ is always our first and most important king and Lord. Peter said that we must obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29). 
So to obey the rulers means that we should do our very best to follow the laws of our nation and do whatever is good. Believers should be a positive force in society by strengthening human rights and making their nation flourish. 
Christian relationships with everybody (3:2)
How should believers relate to non-believers? Paul mentions four things: We should not speak evil of, or slander, anyone. We should be people of peace and harmony. We should be considerate and gentle. We should show humility and be courteous to everyone. 
Discussion
What opinion do you think people in our society have of us as Christians? What can we do to become more Christlike in this world?
b. Salvation
In 3:3–8 Paul discusses our salvation, This is the theological reason for our social and moral conscience and our responsible behaviour in public life. He starts by showing how in our previous sinful life we were anti-social, caring about nothing but ourselves. But Jesus saved us from this old life. That is the reason why we, in our turn, can reach out to the world and make a positive difference.
Discussion
What Titus 3:3–8 tell us about:
	Our need for salvation?

	The source of our salvation?

	The foundation for our salvation?

	The means of our salvation?

	The goal of our salvation?

c. Personal instructions
Paul ends his letter by giving Titus some final personal instruction. Titus should avoid foolish controversies. He should discipline troublemakers. He should join Paul at Nicopolis. He should care for some co-workers mentioned by name. He should conveyPaul’s greetings to the believers. 
Prayer
Pray that we would be more strongly rooted in the truth and that we will stand against false teaching. 
Pray that we would be a blessing for our homes, our church and our society.
 
The message of Second Timothy
Introduction
Second Timothy is a personal and moving letter. Paul is now an old man in a cold prison dungeon somewhere in Rome waiting to be executed. His work as an apostle and a Christian worker is about to end, “I have finished the race” (4:7). In this letter he makes provision for the faith and its transmission to future generations after he is gone. Therefore he handing over the responsibility to Timothy to preserve what he has received and to pass it on to reliable people who in their turn will continue to teach the truth.
Chapter 1 – The charge of the gospel 
1. Timothy 
In First Timothy we learnt some things about Timothy. In his introduction to Second Timothy, Paul conveys some very personal things to Timothy: “I remember constantly you in my prayers” v 3. “I remember your tears” v 4. “I’m reminded of your sincere faith” v 5. Paul thanks God for forming Timothy’s life. We find four major influences that had contributed to the shaping and moulding of Timothy:
1. His parental upbringing
Paul refers to both his own and Timothy’s forefathers, but also to the Jewish heritage they both shared. He also refers to their knowledge of the Scriptures and to their godly lives. Timothy came from a godly home. He was the son of a mixed marriage (Acts 16:1). We understand that his mother Eunice was a believing Jew who became a follower of Jesus. Also his grandmother Lois had a sincere faith. Perhaps these three persons all turned to Christ when Paul brought the gospel to Lystra on his first missionary journey (Acts 14), as Timothy was a believer when Paul returned on his second journey (Acts 16:1). 
2. His spiritual friendship
After our family our friends are the ones who influence us the most. Timothy had in Paul an outstanding teacher-friend. They had a close relationship. Timothy cried when they parted and Paul longed for him night and day. Such Christian friendship had had a powerful shaping effect on Timothy and it strengthened and sustained him in Christ. 
3. His special gift
God had given Timothy a good upbringing and good friends but there was also a special endowment on him, see 1:6. We do not know what this gift of God was, the Bible does not tell us. But we can understand that Timothy was ordained by Paul to minister and to be a pastor and teacher. This could be what Paul refers to, or it could be a certain spiritual gift that Timothy and the people around him knew that he had. 
4. His personal discipline
All God’s gifts – natural and spiritual – need to be developed and used. Paul told Timothy in First Timothy not to neglect his gift (4:14). Now he encourages his friend and young apprentice to kindle the gift. What God has given the believers should be used for his glory and not be kept unused hidden away somewhere in our lives. 
Timothy’s grandmother and mother had taught him the Scriptures and they had led him closer to God. Paul had brought him to Christ, become his friend, prayed for him, written to him, encouraged him and trained him. But only God could give Timothy a special gift. Now it was up to Timothy himself to stir up the gift that God had planted in his life. He himself had to add self-discipline to God’s gift. 
Discussion
Reflect on your own life in the light of the four points above. You can use these questions:
	Repeat the four major influences that had shaped Timothy’s life. Are you aware of similar factors at work in your own life?

	Why are mentors and believing friends important? Do you have friends and mentors in your Christian life? If not, is there anything you can do to find such people?

	What spiritual and natural gifts do you see in each other and in yourselves? Are you using them? 

2. The gospel
Paul then goes on in chapter 1 to write about the gospel. In verse 9 he tells Timothy not to be ashamed of the gospel, its testimony and its servants. We recognise Paul’s main point: We are saved in Christ Jesus by God’s purpose, grace and call and not by our own works. Paul has become old and many years have passed since Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus. But the gospel is the same as it was when Paul first experienced and received it. We find that Paul teaches the same gospel throughout his letters. 
In Second Timothy 1:10 Paul presents two points about the gospel. The first point answers the question: What did Jesus achieve? The second point answers the question: What did the gospel of Jesus achieve?
a. What Christ Jesus achieved: He abolished death
Death is the word that summarises our human situation as a result of sin. Death is the consequence of sin (Rom 6:23). The Bbile speaks of death in three ways. There is physical death, when the body dies. There is spiritual death, when the spirit dies. And there is eternal death, the separation of both the body and the spirit from God forever. All death is the result of sin. Death is the terrible but just rewards of sin.￼[image: Crosses.jpg] 
But Jesus abolished death. This does not mean that all death is completely eliminated. This is evident from our everyday experience. Paul wrote earlier to the church in Corinth that the final destruction of death still lies in the future. It will be the last of God’s enemies to be destroyed. Not until the return of Christ will we be able to shout that death is swallowed up in victory (1 Cor. 15:26, 54).
But Christ defeated death and made it powerless. In 1 Cor. 15:55,Paul uses two metaphors to describe what happened to death through Christ’s work of salvation: “Where, o death, is your victory? Where, o death, is your sting?” Death became like a military commander whose army is defeated and like a scorpion whose sting has been pulled out. 
Neither death, nor sin, nor our fallen nature, nor the devil have yet been completely eliminated. But by the power of Christ, their oppressive control over us who are in Christ has been broken. In Christ we have been set free. 
b. What does the gospel achieve: The gospel of Jesus Christ brings life and immortality to light
By his death and resurrection Christ abolished death. And through this gospel, this good news, he reveals what he has achieved and offers humanity life and immortality, which he has won for them. Not only life but eternal life, life without death, life in immortality. 
God is the source of the saving gospel. He planned it and gave it to us through Jesus before time and history. God’s grace was given to us long before we were born and long before we could do any good works. The source of our salvation is not our works but God and the saving work of Jesus Christ. 
Discussion 
	Explain what happened to death through Jesus’ victory.

	Why do people still die? How would you comfort and counsel someone who is worried about and afraid of death?

3. Our duties to the gospel
As believers we have duties to the gospel. Of course, if you had asked Paul about a person’s first duty to the gospel, he would naturally have said that it is to receive it and to live by it. But Paul’s focus in 1:11–18 is not the non-believer but us who have received the gospel. We can identify three aspects of our Christian duty to the gospel:
a. Our duty to communicate the gospel, 1:11
Here Paul makes himself an example. He was appointed to preach and teach the gospel. In the same way we all should bear witness about what God has done in our own lives but even more what he has done for the world and each individual person. 
b. Our duty to suffer for the gospel, 1:12
Already in verse 8 Paul told Timothy to take his share of suffering for the gospel and he will write more in depth about suffering in the second chapter.
c. Our duty to guard the gospel, 1:12–18
The gospel is a pure gift given from God, a good treasure (v 14). To teach the true gospel is a good and healthy thing. Paul tells Timothy to not depart from the true gospel. The sharing of the gospel is to be characterised by love and faith in Christ. 
Timothy has to be on the watch. Heretics are ready to pollute and corrupt the pure gospel and rob the church of the priceless pure gift that has been entrusted to it. 
Paul refers to something has happened in Asia, we do not know what, that made everyone there turn away from him. But Paul’s exhortation to Timothy to guard the gospel reveals the seriousness of the matter.
Timothy is not alone in the great task of watching over the gospel. He is dependent on the presence of the Holy Spirit, who lives in him and who works through him (v 14). It may seem like a mighty and impossible task for Timothy, but God stands by him and supports him. It is God who is ultimately responsible for the gospel. He is its supreme guardian, and Christian believers are his helpers. He will preserve the truth that he has entrusted to the church.
Chapter 2 – The charge to suffer for the gospel
1. Be strong and preserve the truth of the gospel!
The first chapter ends with Paul’s concern for backsliders among the Christian believers in Asia. So he begins chapter 2 by urging Timothy to be strong in Christ and to stand against the trend of faithlessness to Christ that has become common. Note that Timothy is expected to be strong in Christ and to find his resources for ministry not in his own person but in Christ’s grace. 
Timothy is called to preserve the truth and guard the gospel and to do so by passing it on to the next generation. Paul describes this passing-on in four steps:
	The truth was entrusted to Paul from Christ (1:12).

	This truth that Paul received he has entrusted to Timothy (1:14).

	Timothy in his turn is to entrust this truth to reliable people (2:2).

	These reliable people are then to teach others (2:2).

Discussion 
Repeat the four stages in the handing down of the truth in the group. Can you see this at work today? How can you and I live in this way of training?
2. Three metaphors about Christian ministry
In the rest of chapter 2, Paul uses six metaphors to describe the ministry to which Timothy has been called. He starts with three of his favourite illustrations also found in his other letters. 
Metaphor 1: The dedicated soldier (2:3–4)￼[image: Roman_soldier.jpg]
Paul had seen many soldiers as he took part in the everyday activities of life in the Roman Empire, but also during his imprisonments. What can a Christian worker learn from the life of a soldier? 
	Soldiers on duty do not expect to be safe or to have an easy time. They take risks and face hardships as a matter of course and as part of their duty. Similarly Christian believers cannot expect an easy life but – if they remain loyal to the gospel – they will experience opposition and tough times. 

	A soldier must be willing to concentrate on the task ahead and not get entangled in private business or civilian affairs. Similarly, Christian believers should not get so entangled in worldly matters that we neglect the Christian ministry. Of course, this does not mean that we should fail in our duties to family, work and society. We must provide for our families and fulfil our social obligations, without being distracted by them or using them as an excuse for not serving the Lord. In everything we should depend on the Lord and serve him faithfully.

Metaphor 2: The rule-keeping athlete (2:5)
The Greek athletic games (the predecessor of the Olympic Games of today) were well known all over the empire. Every sport had its rules and every event had a prize. What can a Christian worker learn from the life of an athlete?
	The athletes have to follow the rules, or they will be disqualified and not receive any prize. Christian believers also have rules to follow. We are free from the law as the means to reach salvation, but God expects his people to live godly lives obeying his moral laws. 

	Athletes must persevere. They will never receive any prize if they give up in the middle of the event. Paul uses himself as an example of a believer who has kept the faith and run and completed the race of his life (4:7). 

Metaphor 3: The hardworking farmer (2:6)
What can a Christian worker learn from the life of a farmer?￼[image: Hardworking_farmer.jpg] 
	Just as the athlete must play fair, so the farmer must work hard. Hard work is indispensable to good farming. Successful farming depends on skill but even more on hard work. Unlike the life of a soldier or an athlete the life of a farmer is far from excitement, glamour or applause. 

	The crop belongs to the hardworking and deserving farmer. In Christian life we will reap a harvest at harvest-time if we do not give up (Gal. 6:9). 

Discussion
	Can you think of things that can hinder you as a soldier of Christ? They do not have to be sins but things of this world that can entangle a believer. What can you do to bring about a change?

	In what ways can Christian life be hard work? 

	What kind of harvest will we reap?

So now we have looked at the first three metaphors that Paul makes use of to illustrate the duties of a believer. They describe the wholeheartedness to be found in Timothy and all reliable people after him: The dedication of a good soldier, the rule-abiding obedience of a good athlete and the painstaking labour of a good farmer. Without these characteristics we cannot expect good results: There will be no victory for the non-committed soldier, no prize for the athlete who does not follow the rules and no harvest for the lazy farmer. 
3. Experience
In 2:7–13 Paul takes a little break from the metaphors even though he continues on the same theme of suffering and hard work. Instead of using metaphors he now speaks of experience.
a. The experience of Christ (2:8)
Paul exhorts Timothy to remember Christ Jesus. Why does he do that? Because Christ is the good treasure, the gospel that Timothy must guard (1:14). Jesus must be remembered as the One who rose from the dead and who descended from David. 
Jesus was raised from the dead: 
	This expression implies Jesus’ divinity.

	It shows what he did for us: He died for our sins and triumphed over death.

	It proclaims that he who died in humility rose from the dead and is now exalted.

Jesus descended from David: 
	These words imply Jesus’ humanity.

	They indicate that Jesus has established his kingdom as the son of the great king David.

	They also indicate that he who was born in lowliness as just a descendent of an ancient king is now reigning in glory. 

Together these two phrases describe Christ as saviour and king but they also indicate Jesus’ humiliation and exaltation. The apostle seems to be saying something like this to Timothy:“When you are tempted to avoid pain, hard work, humiliation, suffering or death in your ministry, then you must remember Jesus Christ and stand firm.”
b. The experience of the apostle Paul (2:9–10)
Paul is suffering for the gospel, chained like a criminal. The Greek word for “criminal” is used only in one other place of the New Testament, about the criminals crucified with Jesus (Luke 23:32–33). But unlike those criminals Paul is innocent, and even a Roman citizen. Paul may be in chains, but the Word of God is not. There are others, like Timothy, who can advance the word. Paul even says that there are those who will obtain salvation because of his suffering. So both preaching the gospel and suffering for the gospel will bring people to Christ. 
c. Our common Christian experience (2:11–13)
In these verses Paul is playing with words and expressions.
If we died with him, we will also live with him;
if we endure, we will also reign with him.
Verse 11 relates to those believers who remain true and endure. Christian life is a life of dying and of enduring. We die to sin but also to self and to safety. When we share death with Christ on earth we also will share life with him in heaven. Only when we share his sufferings and endure, will we share his reign in eternity. For the road to life is death, and the road to glory is suffering (Rom. 8:17; 2 Cor. 4:17). 
If we deny him, he will also deny us;
if we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.
Verses 12–13 relate to those who become false and faithless. Jesus himself said that whoever denies him before people in this world will be denied by Jesus before Father God in heaven (Matt. 10:33). And even if we are faithless, he will remain faithful to us, but he will also remain faithful to his word. He will not deny himself. God’s faithfulness means that he will be faithful in carrying out his threats as well as his promises. He cannot deny himself and his word. 
So far in this chapter, Paul has given Timothy an important lesson about Christian life and service. Through the metaphors of a soldier, an athlete and a farmer, and through the experiences of Christ, of Paul himself and of every believer, Paul has shown that blessing comes through pain, that result comes through hard work, that life comes through death, and that glory comes through suffering. This is how Paul describes Christian life and service. 
Discussion 
	Consider Christ, Paul and yourself. What suffering can you see in their lives and in your own? 

	What has suffering led to – in their lives and in yours (as far as you can know)?

4. Three more metaphors about Christian ministry
In the second part of chapter 2 Paul uses three new metaphors as he continues to show Timothy how to carry out his ministry. 
Metaphor 4: The worker who is not ashamed (2:14–19)
Paul gives examples of good workers and bad workers. By “workers” Paul refers to people who handle the word of truth. The way in which workers handle God’s word shows if they are good or bad workers. Paul wants Timothy to be a good worker as he handles the word of truth teaching it to others. He must not dilute it with godless chatter. Hymenaeus and Philetus are examples of bad workmen who have departed from the truth, teaching their own ideas together with the gospel – and by doing so that have led people astray. 
Metaphor 5: The clean vessel (2:19–22)
The picture Paul gives is one of a large house where there are many different vessels, some for noble use and others for dirty things. If dirty vessels are used for food or water, people will be sick. The leader is like a vessel. In God’s kingdom there will be good teachers who teach the true and honourable doctrine and there will be false teachers who bring falsehood and filth into the house of the Lord. A leader (God’s “vessel”) who teaches the word of God must be clean so that the people in the house of the Lord are edified and grow spiritually. Purity is essential for a servant of God. Paul reminds Timothy about having a pure heart in verse 22. 
Metaphor 6: The Lord’s servant (2:23–26)
Paul uses the metaphor of a servant or a slave to illustrate the attitude and behaviour that befits one who serves the Lord. 
Discussion 
Read 2 Tim. 2:23–26 and study the character of the servant. 
	Can you see all or some of these characteristics in the workers of God’s kingdom today? How are they seen or not seen?

	Can you see these characteristics in yourself? 

	Which of these characteristics do you need to work more on to be moulded by God? 

In chapter 2 Paul has given us a picture of an ideal Christian worker. It is a person who is dedicated to the work like a soldier, an athlete and a farmer. It is a person who is honest and true in life and who works like a worker who is not ashamed. It is a person who leads a life that is righteous and pure in conduct and character like a clean vessel. It is a person who is humble and kind in manner like a servant. 
This is very challenging teaching. It could easily become a struggle and a burden for us. But remind yourself of Paul’s first exhortation in this chapter,. Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus (2:1). We cannot achieve this in our own strength, but in him!
Prayer
Take time in prayer asking God for strength and guidance to live this kind of life so that you can lead others in a way pleasing to God!
 
Chapter 3 – The charge to remain in the gospel
Paul is in his prison cell, focused on the gospel and its future. In this chapter he encourages Timothy to stand firm in the truth, to be faithful and to keep up the good work despite the evil times. 
The last days are terrible times. It is important to understand this. They are not here for a short time so that Timothy (or we) can take cover and let the storm pass. The last days will bring trouble to us until Jesus returns. As we read Peter’s words on the first day of Pentecost (Acts 2:14–17) we realise that the last days began with the first coming of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Consequently, what follows in this chapter is a description of the present time. It is not about the future. The last times are now.
These days are terrible and distressing. The Greek word that Paul uses to describe the last days occurs once more in the New Testament, in Matt. 8:28, where two demon possessed men are pictured as savage and fierce. That gives us an idea of the hardships the church can expect in these the last days. 
It is people who cause evil times for the church. People will be hostile to God, only caring about themselves. 
1. How does Paul characterise the people of the last days?
a.Their moral conduct (3:2–4)
We will not comment on every word, but Paul’s list of bad behaviour is the inevitable consequence of a godless and self-centred life. The root of the trouble for the church of the last days is that people are lovers of self.
b.Their religious observance (3:5)
These people may have an appearance of religiosity. Church history as well as the Christian world today reveal that the church is often influenced by people who have an outward show of religion but who really are corrupt and godless. Jesus faced people like this among the Pharisees (Matt. 23:25). Paul too knew people who appeared to be Christian, but this was only an outside show that did not reflect an inward reality. They denied the power of God. We should be like Timothy and stay away from them!
c.Their proselytising zeal (3:6–9)
The really terrifying thing about these people is that they also try to mislead and deceive others. They focus on those who are weak and sinful and who easily follow anything at all that seems as if it could save them. Paul mentions Jannes and Jambres, two persons that we do not find in the Old Testament texts. Tradition has it that they were Pharaoh’s chief magicians, who opposed Moses just like the people of the last days oppose the truth preached by Paul, Timothy and other servants of God. Pharaoh’s magicians deceived many by their words and works. 
So this is how Paul describes the times and the people of the last days. 
2. Paul’s charge to Timothy
But Paul exhorts Timothy is not to be infected by the mentality of the people of the lasts days. Instead Timothy must stand strong and bold in the truth in opposition to the world and its selfishness. At the end of the chapter (3:10–15) Paul encourages Timothy to continue as he has started and to make Paul his example. 
Paul contrasts the life of selfish  and godless people with the lives of Paul himself and Timothy. They are called to be different. Similarly every believer is called to be different from the people of this world. 
Timothy possibly met Paul for the first time in Lystra, a city where Paul had been persecuted and had faced much suffering. This was the kind of Christianity that had led Timothy to decide to become a committed worker for Christ. Paul writes here that all who want to live a godly life will be persecuted. Godly living is disturbing and intimidating for those who lead worldly lives. Jesus said, “If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. But because you do not belong to the world, since I have chosen you out of the world, the world hates you. Remember what I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” (John 15:18–20) 
It is important to realise that believers are called to be in the world but not of the world. And it is in the world that they will be persecuted. Those who are in Christ but not in the world will not be persecuted because they are not in contact with worldly people. Those who are in the world but not in Christ they will also not be persecuted, because there is nothing in their lukewarm religiosity the world needs to react against. Only those who simultaneously live in the world and in Christ will face persecution, because they are the only ones who have true life in Christ. 
Timothy was told to hold on to what he had learned – through his teachers, such as Paul, and through his knowledge of the scriptures already from his childhood. 
Discussion
Read 2 Tim. 3:14–17
	It is written that Scripture is God-breathed. What do you think this means?

	It is written that Scripture is useful. In what ways is it useful? 

	How have you found Scripture useful in your own life? Give examples. 

Chapter 4 – The charge to proclaim the gospel
1. Four exhortations
Paul earlier admonished Timothy to guard the gospel against false teaching and to suffer for it. In this chapter Paul encourages and urges Timothy to preach the gospel: Preach the word. Be prepared in season and out of season. Reprove, rebuke and￼[image: Preach_the_word.jpg] encourage – with great patience and careful teaching (4:2).
a.Be prepared
Timothy must be prepared to preach in any situation. The gospel message is urgent, and God’s workers should always be ready to share it. To preach in season and out of season has more to do with the speaker than the hearer. We must not force the gospel on people or be insensitive to them. But it is rather we who need to be on duty at all times – when we feel it is convenient for us but also when it is inconvenient for us.
b.Be relevant
The teacher of the word needs to be sensitive the way in which the hearers are open to the word. Do they have doubts and need to be taught? Or have they listened to false teaching and need to be corrected? Or have they sinned and need to be rebuked? Or are they fearful and worried and need to be encouraged?
c.Be patient
We have to give room and time for the Holy Spirit to work with people. The gospel must never be forced upon anyone, instead people must be given the time they need. 
d.Be careful with God’s Word
Your preaching has to be careful instruction focused on the word of God – Bible-centred and true. A teacher cannot just proclaim his or her own ideas. That would be false teaching. 
This is how preaching should be done.
2. Three reasons for proclaiming the gospel
Paul also gives three reasons why Timothy and we should preach the word.
Reason 1: The coming of Christ (4:1)
Paul firmly believes in the return of Jesus. Already in his letters to the Thessalonian church many years earlier Paul passionately wrote about this topic. Now at the end of his ministry, he looks forward to the return of his Master and King, in spite of knowing that he would die before it takes place. 
The gospel must be preached, because Jesus is coming back to judge the living and the dead and to reign over his kingdom.
Reason 2: The present situation (4:3–5)
People of the world cannot bear the truth. They have stopped listening to sound teaching, and they care only for their own desires. They listen to teachers they choose themselves, those who say things that sound nice and things that people agree with. 
The gospel must be preached because it is the truth, and Timothy must stand firm in it. People will become interested in weird and false teachings, but Timothy must remain sound and keep his head clear. People will not want to listen to the truth and that will be difficult for Timothy, but he must endure the hardship. People will be ignorant of the gospel, but Timothy must continue doing the work of an evangelist. People will even turn their backs completely on Timothy’s ministry and preaching, but he must fulfil his calling and ministry. 
Reason 3: Paul’ own situation (4:6–8)
We can almost hear the apostle Paul encouraging his son in faith Timothy to take over from him. Paul himself has finished his race, so now it is Timothy’s responsibility to carry on. Again Paul illustrates this through metaphors: He has been like a fighter, like a runner and like person faithfully guarding the treasure of faith. Now the time has come for him to receive his prize: a garland of righteousness, given to him by the righteous judge, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Roman emperor Nero could sentence Paul to death but that would not be the end. Before the true judge Jesus, Paul will be declared righteous.
The gospel must be preached through all generations. The younger generation must shoulder the call when the older generation is loosing its strength and dying. 
Discussion 
	Why is the coming of Christ a reason for preaching the gospel? Do you often think of Christ’s return? Do you long for it?

	Why is the present situation a reason for preaching the gospel? Have you experienced that people do not want to listen to the truth but prefer false teaching and other religions? Do you find it easy or hard to face this fact? How can we help each other persevere in our calling?

	Why is the older generation of believers a reason for us to preach the gospel? Do you have an older role model in faith? Have you experienced that the older generation in your church trusts you to do the ministry or do you feel they are hindering you? Share your experiences. 

3. Paul shares from his heart
We have reached the end of the letter. In the final verses (4:9–22) Paul shares from own heart and reveals his own situation and feelings. This mighty apostle and man of God also shows his own vulnerability and sense of isolation and loneliness. Why?
a.He feels lonely and deserted (4:9–13; 19–21)
We find in these verses that Paul has friends and close relationships. Many people are mentioned by name, people who matter to him. Luke is there with him in Rome. In spite os this, Paul feels abandoned by others and misses their fellowship. He mentions four people such persons: Demas, Crescens, Titus and Tychicus. He has worked closely with them and trusted them. Obviously Paul finds it very painful that Demas has left the ministry for the love of this world. The other three men have left him to do God’s business elsewhere so their absence is legitimate, but Paul still longs for them. 
In his loneliness Paul asks Timothy for three things:
	People to keep him company: Paul misses Timothy so much and longs for his friendship and presence. We as humans are created for companionship. It is not good for man to be alone. 

	Warm clothes in a cold prison: Winter is approaching and Paul is in need of warmer clothes.

	Books to read: Paul seems to have access to written material. He corresponds by letters with churches. He probably has copies of his own letters. Perhaps he also has a copy of the Old Testament.

Of course, Paul has the close relationship and the help of the Lord there in his prison. Still it is important for us to note his need of basic human things. We must not despise such needs. When we are lonely, we need friends. When we are cold, we need clothing. When we are bored, we need books or other things to challenge our minds and keep us mentally fit. 
b.He is opposed by Alexander the coppersmith (4:14–15)
We do not know much about Alexander the coppersmith. Alexander was a common Greek and Roman name so he may not have been the Alexander mentioned in 1 Tim. 1:20 or in Acts 19:33. Perhaps he had informed the authorities about Paul which had led to his arrest and imprisonment. But one thing is clear from the text: Alexander has opposed Paul’s gospel message and caused Paul many difficulties. 
c.He did not receive any support at his first hearing (4:16–18)
According to Roman law an accused person was allowed an advocate and a witness. But when Paul faced the court for the hearing of his case, a hearing that preceded the formal trial, no one came to support him. Some scholars have compared Paul’s situation with Jesus praying in Gethsemane, alone and deserted by his disciples (Mark 14:50). 
But Paul had not been alone. The Lord had supported him and given him strength. 
Here Paul shows Timothy a great example of the charge of preaching the gospel. In spite of real danger facing a possible death sentence, Paul is not overcome by self-pity despite good reasons to be so. He is not a witness for his own defence but a witness for Christ. He is not pleading his own cause but the cause of Jesus. This illustrates a time when preaching was “out of season” in Paul’s life (4:2). Yet Paul had stood up and boldly preached the gospel.
But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. (4:17)
Discussion
	What factors contributed to Paul’s sense of isolation?

	What human needs does Paul show here?

	Can you understand his situation? Have you experienced loneliness? Have you been deserted by people? Have you been in need of practical help? Share in the group. 

4. Conclusion 
In this letter Paul shares his belief that the sound teaching of the gospel has been given to the church as a treasure to guard, to suffer for, to continue in and to proclaim! 
We will end this study by reading some of the final words remaining from the writings of the apostle Paul. 
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you all. (2 Timothy 4:22)
To Him be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (2 Timothy 4:18)
Prayer
Thank the Lord for the life and wisdom of the apostle Paul. 
Pray that the church would faithfully guard the gospel from false teaching.
Pray that the church would be prepared to suffer and face opposition for the gospel. 
Pray that the church would hold on to the gospel in these last days of trouble so that it would preach and proclaim the sound teaching until Jesus returns.￼[image: Until_Jesus_returns.jpg]
Teacher’s manual
General suggestions
Five student goals
	The students should further develop their reading and understanding skills.

	The students should constantly be encouraged to think about what they have read and draw conclusions from what they have understood.

	The students should get to know the Pastoral Letters well.

	The students should be challenged to apply what they have studied to their own South Indian contemporary situation. 

	The students should be encouraged to use texts from the Pastoral Letters for devotions, Bible studies and sermons. 

A few general suggestions for the teacher
	Lecture and “teach” as little as possible.

	Base your teaching on the dynamics of group work. This textbook allows for class discussions and sharing of thoughts and experiences.

	Make sure all the students are active in class. Encourage those who are silent, shy or weak. 

	Never ridicule a student. Always encourage.

	Encourage questions, and don’t be embarrassed if you cannot answer all of them yourself. No Bible teacher has all the answers. 

	Don’t let the students sidetrack you and your class by silly or irrelevant questions. Class time is precious and should not be wasted. 

 
Planning suggestions 
It is important for you as teacher to know your subject. Read the Pastoral Letters a number of times on your own before starting the course. 
Go through the student goals above together with the students. Inform them about what they can expect to learn during the course and what the contents are. 
Each lesson 
Read the material carefully in good time before each lesson. You need to know it well. Study the discussion questions and answers. If you want or need more information, find study books on the matter in the library.
Discussion questions and suggestions for answer 
Please note that the answers in this textbook are not complete. They are there to help you. But a correct answer can be expressed in different ways and contain additional points. This means that the students’ answers can be correct – even if they are different from the ones that have been provided in the book.
For a number of questions no answers have been provided. Instead the students are expected to use their own thoughts, feelings and experiences as they reflect on these questions and issues.
 
Study guide
The material in this book requires at least five days of study, but it can be used for up to eight days. The course can be planned as follows:
Day 1
Start the course with the part called The Pastoral Letters – a summary. It will give the facts and background to the letters. 
Library work
The students repeat the facts but also read through 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus in their entirety. If they have questions while they read, they should write these down for coming days in class. 
Day 2
Start this day by reading 1 Timothy aloud in the class. Let the students take turns reading. Go through the facts about Timothy and the structure of the letter with the six main topics. Discuss the three first topics (True doctrine versus false teachers, The public worship of the church and The leaders and elders of the church) and use the discussion questions. 
Library work 
The students should discuss the statements about leaders and elders and discuss the questions that follow. 
Day 3
Go through the questions from library work. Complete the study of 1 Timothy. Save 1 Tim. 6:11–16 for library work.
Library work 
The students read 1 Tim. 6:11–16 and discuss the questions that follow the material. 
Day 4 – retreat
A day divided into four parts where the students are given time to reflect on the First letter to Timothy. The time needed for each part will probably vary. So the teacher needs to be aware of this.
Part one
The whole class gathered. Pray that God will guide you during this day of reflection and prayer. 
Follow Paul’s guideline in 2:1–7. Pray for the political leaders of India and in Karnataka and for all those in authority. Write down the names of leaders on the board and pray that would they lead the nation and people wisely and that they would come to know Jesus as their Saviour and King. 
Part two
In groups of two or three. Read 1 Tim. 4 aloud and together slowly. Study the text quietly for some time and then discuss: 
	What do we learn about God?

	What do we learn about mankind?

	What do we learn about false teachers in the church?

	What do we learn about our own life and example?

	What do you want to change in your life after reading this chapter?

Pray together for each other and the things you have mentioned. Finish by reading the whole text again aloud in the group.
Part three
Each student studies 1 Tim. 3:1–7 individually. Reflect on your own life. Write down areas where you are strong and areas you where you need to change and grow. Seek God on your own. Ask him for guidance. How should my life change and? How can I live a life that glorifies God?
Part four
The whole class gathered again. At the end of the study of 1 Timothy there is a passage where Paul discusses riches and poverty. In the text book there is a summary on what Paul says about money: 
	Against materialism he sets simplicity as a lifestyle.

	Against asceticism he sets gratitude for God’s creation and gifts. 

	Against covetousness he sets contentment with what we have.

	Against selfishness he sets generosity in imitation of God.

Pray for the church that we will live according to these characteristics and not have the wrong attitude to money and riches. Pray for protection against false teaching in this area and discernment to know what is right. 
End the retreat by a time of sharing: What has God taught you during the study of 1 Timothy? Close with prayer. 
Day 5
The whole class together. Read the letter to Titus aloud. Let the students take turns reading. 
Go through the facts about Titus and the material about Paul’s teaching. Use the discussion questions. 
Library work
Read the letter again and discuss in groups or in pairs the differences between false teachers and God’s leaders. Write down your points. Read 2 Timothy. 
Day 6
The whole class together. Read 2 Timothy aloud. Let the students take turns reading.
Go through the first two parts of the letter (The charge of the gospel and The charge to suffer for the gospel). Use the discussion questions. Save the last questions about the character of the servant for library time.
Library work
Read 2 Tim. 2:23–26 and study the character of the servant. Reflect on the following questions alone or together with a fellow-student. Take notes, especially for the first question. 
	Can you see all or some of these characteristics in the workers of God’s kingdom today? How are they seen or not seen? 

	Can you see these characteristics in you? 

	Which of these characteristics do you need to work more on to be shaped by God? 

Day 7
Let the students share some things they reflected on during library time on the first question. The second and third questions were for their personal reflection and development, so they should not be shared in class. 
Go through the two remaining parts of the letter (The charge to remain in the gospel and The charge to proclaim the gospel). Use the discussion questions. 
Library work
Prepare a sermon called “Why preach the Word of God?” Use these three reasons as your main points:
	The coming King (4:1)

	The present situation (4:3–5)

	Paul and Timothy – two generations (4:6–8) 

Make use of these four exhortations based on 2 Tim. 4:2 (be prepared, be relevant, be patient, be careful with God’s Word). 
Day 8 – retreat 
A day of retreat divided into four parts where the students are given time to reflect on the letter to Titus and the Second letter to Timothy. The time needed for each part will probably vary. So the teacher needs to be aware of this.
Part one
The whole class gathered. Pray that God will guide you during this day of reflection and prayer. 
Divide the class into groups of 3–5 students.
As we studied the first chapter of Titus, we noted Paul’s two-part strategy for the church to use against false teachers:
	As false teachers increased, Paul wanted more sound, faithful and true teachers to be appointed. If there are many false teachers, there is a need for even more true teachers. This is why it is essential for church movements and denominations to have seminaries and Bible colleges where students are taught sound doctrine.

	Paul expected a high standard of those appointed as church leaders. So let us too require our leadership to be up to standard. When there is a shortage of leaders and pastors there is a temptation for a church or a fellowship to appoint anyone who is willing, even though they are not blameless in the areas of home, character and doctrine. Let us instead choose our elders and leaders carefully. Good leaders will keep the church healthy.

Reflect together in the groups:
	Have you any experience of false teaching? When and in what way?

	What happens with the believers and the church where false teaching is taught?

	How can we detect false teaching?

	Do you think a high standard is required when leaders are appointed in your church? What are you reasons for answering yes or no? 

	What can be done to improve the quality of leadership in your church? In your life?

Pray in your groups that God would continue to equip each one of you with his leadership skills and that you though his grace can be blameless. Pray for your churches and the leaders. 
Part two
The students individually: Study 2 Tim. 2:3–10 on your own and reflect on your own life. 
	Make a list with things you readily would give up for Christ and the gospel. 

	Make another list with things you would struggle to give up for Christ and the gospel. 

Take time in prayer asking God for help in your areas of struggle. Ask him to increase your trust, perseverance and commitment. Praise him for choosing you to be his servant. 
Part three
Paul firmly believes in the return of Jesus. Already in his letters to the Thessalonian church many years earlier Paul passionately wrote about this topic. Now at the end of his ministry, he looks forward to the return of his Master and King, in spite of knowing that he would die before it takes place. 
The gospel must be preached because Jesus is coming back to judge the living and the dead and to reign over his kingdom.
Return to your groups of 3–5 students. Paul writes about the return of Christ in 2 Tim. 4:1. Reflect on these questions:
	Does your church wait and long for the return of Jesus? Is this truth a reality for the believers? Does this truth impact the everyday life of your church?

	How can we make this topic more alive and urgent so that the church is awake when Jesus returns?

	How can you yourself be ready for his return?

Read 4:6–8. Ask God for an attitude of joy and expectance for Jesus to return. Pray that you will be ready just as Paul was ready. Also pray for eagerness to spread his word to many people.
Part four
Come together as a whole class to finish the day and the retreat by worshipping God and thanking him for his word. Also thank him for the things you have learnt through your study of the Pastoral Letters and for this day of retreat when you have sought his truth. End the retreat by singing some songs of praise.
Questions and answers
First Timothy chapter 1 (doctrine)
True doctrine versus false teachers (1 Tim. 1:3–20)
Discussion question
What would indicate to you that a group (or a person) is not spiritually healthy, even if they call themselves a Christian group?
Answer 
Indications can be:
	There is more speculation than actual reading and studying the Word of God.

	The teaching creates confusion rather than revelation and faith.

	There are controversies and disunity instead of love and unity. 

	The believers do not grow in faith and knowledge of God. 

	The teaching does not focus on the central message of the Bible – the gospel.

Read and compare
Read Paul’s list of sins in 1 Tim. 1:8–10 and then Ex. 20:1–17 and compare. Which the Ten Commandments do you find in Paul’s list?
Answer 
All the sins that Paul mentions can be included in the Ten Commandments. This proves that the moral standards of the gospel are not different from the moral standards of the law. But by faith in Christ there is strength through the Holy Spirit to live righteously. 
Discussion question
Read 1 Tim. 1:19. We find that two things are good for Timothy to hold on to – what are they? Why do you think they are important to hold on to?
Answer 
He should hold on to faith and to a clear conscience. These two are needed together. At the end of the same verse Paul describes someone who has suffered shipwreck in the faith by rejecting a clear conscience. Faith and deeds, conviction and conscience, intellect and morals, are all closely linked. To follow God’s commands and word is to practise faith. Obedience to God will increase our faith and boldness. So it is not enough to have strong faith. Our deeds can ruin our faith as we damage our conscience by doing what is wrong. When we do what is right, our conscience will be clear and we can boldly draw near to God and grow in faith. Faith and a clear conscience go together. 
Discussion question
Read 1 Tim. 1:20. How can this verse be applied to the church today?
Answer 
Even today the church must make no room for heretics and not allow them to be heard in the fellowship of the church. The New Testament states that once we have identified false teachers by using the Bible as our standard, we should first command them to stop their wrong teaching. We are still to treat them as brothers and sisters, not as enemies. If they persist, we should no longer associate with them. Then they might feel ashamed and repent (Matt. 18:15; 2 Thess. 3:14–15; 1 Tim. 1:3). If they persist even after the first and second admonition, they are to be rejected (Matt. 18:15–17, Tit. 3:10). In the future they might repent, turn back to the Lord and obey His word. Then we must be ready to welcome them back into our fellowship.
 
First Timothy chapter 2 (prayer for all people)
The prayer of the church should concern all people (1 Tim. 2:1–2)
Discussion question
How can we involve in this kind of prayer in practice? How can we pray for the world? Give examples. How can we know what to pray? Give examples.
Answer 
Here are some suggestions:
	We can look at a world map and pray for the nations.

	We can watch news on TV or internet or read newspapers to know what is happening internationally so that we can pray into those particular situations.

	We can choose a certain people group or country to focus our prayers on during a certain period of time. 

	We can use Christian sites such as Operation World ( http://www.operationworld.org/ or Open Doors ( https://www.opendoors.org/ for ideas about prayer needs for people groups and nations. 

	We can pray in tongues and ask God to guide our prayers for the nations. 

 
First Timothy chapter 3 (leaders and elders)
The leaders and elders of the church (1 Tim. 3:1–16)
Group discussion
How can you test a person’s suitability in the following areas (each group can choose to discuss 2–3 of the points)?
a.Fidelity in marriage
b.Self-control
c.Hospitality
d.Teaching ability
e.Drinking habits
f.Temper and temperament
g.Attitude to money
h.Domestic discipline
i.Spiritual maturity
j.Outside reputation
Answer 
How a person is in these areas will become evident as we get to know a person more. Then we will see if the person for example is hospitable, self-controlled and spiritually matured. We can also ask people who already know the person about their opinion. How do they find the person in these areas? 
Group discussion
Paul speaks about elders and people who are spiritually mature – can you see any problem with appointing young and newly born-again people in ministry? What can be done to support young leaders?
Answer 
If someone is young, in faith or young in age, they will not have the spiritual maturity in many situations. It is probably difficult for them to counsel or give spiritual guidance. They need to grow themselves so that their roots are deep in Christ. It is easier for a person who is not well-rooted in Christ to be tempted and fall. 
Young leaders need older leaders (persons who are older in the faith) for advice and support. They should be with the young leaders and guide them in the ministry. 
First Timothy chapters 4 and 5 (teaching)
How to detect false teachers (1 Tim. 4:1–10)
Discussion question
How can we train ourselves in godliness? What scriptures about “training in godliness” do you know?
Answer 
Paul writes that true teaching is as healthy for our spiritual growth as nutritional food is good for our physical growth and health (verse 6). We must have nothing to do with godless myths and other nonsense because these things are unhealthy for our spiritual lives, just as junk food is unhealthy for our bodies. The word of God (and sound teaching based on the word of God) is the spiritual food that will give us spiritual growth. 
Also, bodily exercise and workout are good for our bodies and our physical health. In the the same way “spiritual exercise” is good for our spiritual development and good spiritual health. Our spiritual training is to follow and obey the word of God.
Scriptures: John 17:17; Rom. 12:1–2; Gal. 5:22–25; Phil. 2:12–13; 1 Tim. 5:11–12
How to promote true teaching (1 Tim. 4:11–5:2) 
Discussion question
Many young leaders find that older leaders look down on them, patronize them and remind them of their youth and inexperience. What experience do you have in this area?
Answer 
(The students will have their own answers and reflections.) 
Discussion question
In our study we found the following six points about how to promote good teaching. Discuss each point. Do you understand it? How can you as a leader live up to each point?
a.Timothy must be a good example.
b.Timothy must realise the authority that he received when he was appointed by Paul, but even more the authority of Scripture. 
c.Timothy must exercise his gift.
d.Timothy must show his progress.
e.Timothy must pay attention to himself.
f.Timothy must pay attention to his relationships.
Answer 
Here are some examples of how you as a leader can live up to each point:
	Always live near God and submit to Him!

	Be bold and do what God tells you to do!

	Stay humble!

	Listen to others!

	Learn from others!

	Learn from your mistakes!

	Continue to grow and strive to learn more from God’s word!

	Watch your life!

 
First Timothy chapters 5 and 6 (social responsibilities)
The social responsibilities of the church (1 Tim. 5:3–6:2))
Discussion question
How is a widow valued and treated in the Indian society? Can the church do something more for widows, the fatherless and strangers?
Answer 
(The students will have their own answers and reflections.)
Discussion question
What do you think about paying pastors? Can you see ‘tent making’ as an option for you?
Answer 
(The students will have their own answers and reflections.)
Discussion question
What is Paul referring to when mentions the laying on of hands? Why is it important to be cautious in this area? 
Answer 
Paul is most probably referring to ordination (compare  1 Tim. 4:14 and 2 Tim. 1:6, where this phrase is also used). The laying on of hands on a person who enters into a certain ministry has two main purposes: 
	It identifies the persons who are prayed for. Everyone present can see who the elders lay their hands on. 

	It publicly commissions the persons to the ministry into which God has called them. 

It is important to be cautious in this area. In 1 Tim. 5:20, Paul mentions the need of rebuking a leader who is sinning. The best way of avoiding such a scandal is to carefully screen the candidates for leadership positions before they are ordained. Paul has described earlier in his letter the qualities needed in a leader (see for example 1 Tim. 3:1–13). So these leadership qualities should be found present before any person is ordained for ministry. Of course, everyone can make mistakes and some people may change during life, so we need to have a forgiving attitude. But we must be careful about whom we select and ordain for ministry. 
First Timothy chapter 6 (right and wrong)
Servants of God (1 Tim. 6:11–16)
Discussion questions
Read 1 Tim. 6:11–16 and discuss the following questions: 
	What must a servant of God flee from when it comes to ethics? 

	What is a servant of God to strive for when it comes to ethics? 

	What is a servant of God to flee from doctrinally?

	What is a servant of God to strive for doctrinally? 

	Why must a servant of God do these things?

Answer 
	Love of money, controversies, quarrels, envy, and a corrupt mind and so on

	Righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness

	False teaching

	Sound doctrine

	Because God is present in our lives and because Jesus is coming back and we must be blameless

Discussion question
Paul describes God, and we can sum up his description with four powerful words: God is invincible (He is the only Ruler, King and Lord). God is immortal. God is inaccessible (He lives in unapproachable light). God is invisible (No one can see him). How do you understand these words and what does it mean that God has these characteristics?
Answer 
	Invincible: God has all power in heaven and on earth. Paul writes that God is the Ruler, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. There is no one like him. He is the highest King. 

	Immortal: God is eternal, from eternity to eternity. He cannot die. He lives forever.

	Inaccessible: God lives in a light no one can approach. The Bible teaches that God is holy and set apart. Nothing that is unclean or sinful can come near Him. We know that we can come to God only through Jesus Christ. Jesus was free from sin, and when we accept his sacrifice and lordship in our lives, we can confidently approach God through Christ. 

	Invisible: God is Spirit. This means that he is not composed of matter and he does not possess physical nature. God created the physical world, but he himself is not composed of anything material. Jesus said in Joh 4:24 that God is spirit, and we read here in 6:16 that no one has seen or can see him.

 
Rich Christian believers (1 Tim. 6:17–19)
Discussion question
How can we stand against the love of money in this world? How can we make these characteristics (simplicity, gratitude, contentment and generosity) grow in our lives? What do we need to change?
Answer
The Bible gives us guidance, like this: We should focus on living a simple life, being thankful, content and generous and share our life, our material things and our time with others. We can develop these characteristics in our lives by making the right choices in our everyday life. For example: 
	We can ask ourselves (and God) if we really need that particular thing or if we can use our money more wisely. And if we do need a certain thing, what would be the most sensible choice.

	We should be thankful for what we already have and for what we are about to receive this day: food, clothes and other provisions. 

	We should be thankful for all extra blessings that God gives us. 

	We must guard our hearts and minds so that we do not become greedy or covetous.

	We should be ready to give to others of our time, our money, our material things, our food, or whatever they might need and God tells us to share with them. 

Reflect more on what you need to change in your life in order to develop these characteristics. 
Titus chapter 1 (doctrine and elders)
Doctrine and duty in the church (Tit. 15–16)
Three points about the elders:
	They must be blameless in their marriage and family life (1:6)

	They must be blameless in their character and conduct (1:7–8)

	They must be blameless in their doctrinal truth (1:9)

Discussion question 
Do you think that any of these points is more important than the others? Why or why not?
Answer
They are all important. If your character is wrong, holding on to right doctrinal truths is of no benefit to you. 
Discussion question 
What does it mean to be blameless? Do elders need to be perfect and spotless? Or does it mean that there should be nothing to accuse and blame them for?
Answer 
The requirement of blamelessness does not mean that candidates must be flawless or faultless. Then we would all be disqualified! Rather, it means that the lives of leaders in the church, when scrutinised, should be found honest and true. The reputation of the leaders is important as their ministry is public. We are not perfect, but when we make a mistake we must recommit ourselves to God and seek forgiveness and change. 
Discussion question 
How do these points apply in the churches in Karnataka today? How do we appoint leaders?
Answer 
(The students will have their own answers.)
Discussion question
Do these points have anything to do with you? How? 
Answer
If you plan to serve the Lord in any kind of leadership role, these points definitely matter to you. As leaders we have to watch over our lives and live lives that are committed to God and his word. 
If there is any particular area where you know you are vulnerable to temptation, be open to God and ask him for help. Perhaps you can also find a spiritual mentor or a mature believer, whom you trust and to whom you can be accountable. These things can help you and protect you. 
Titus chapter 2 (doctrine and daily life)
Doctrine and duty at home (Tit. 2:1–10)
Read Tit. 2:1–10, and discuss the following three questions.
Discussion question
What groups and individuals does Paul mention?
Answer
Paul mentions older men, older women, younger women, younger men, Titus himself, and slaves. 
Discussion question
Do you see any particular theme that occurs in all or many of the different groups?
Answer
Themes: Self-control, soundness in faith and teaching, love, humility, respect and submission to God and fellow beings.
Discussion question 
Can we apply this advice today? How?
Answer
This advice is equally important today. We should give good advice to both old and young people about how to lead lives that bring glory to God. In addition, our own lives must serve as good examples for others. As leaders we need to lead the way and manifest honest and God-fearing lives so that people around us underatand how a Christian life should be lived. We cannot force people to live that kind of life. If we do so, we would be like the Pharisees who acted as if they were very religious but in their hearts they were self-centred and judgmental and did not bother to share God’s love. We have to be examples in self-control, soundness in faith and doctrine, love and humbleness before God and others, and submissive. Only then can we teach others. 
At the same time we need to be bold and show how to live a life with God. Titus was encouraged by Paul to teach both old and young people, both women and men. 
 
Titus chapter 3 (doctrine and the world)
Doctrine and duty in the world (Tit. 3:1–8)
In chapter 3, Paul first teaches about our duty in the world. Then he presents the doctrine and reason for this duty.
a. Our relationships: Discussion question (Tit. 3:2)
What opinion do you think people in our society have of us as Christians? What can we do to become more Christlike in this world?
Answer
There are probably many different ideas about Christians among people in our society. 
Paul tells us four things in 3:2 about how to act in our society: 
	We should not slander anyone. 

	We should be peaceable. 

	We should be considerate. 

	We should always be gentle with everyone. 

So instead of slandering and getting into quarrels, believers should be known for making peace and for being considerate. We should put others first. Irrespective of their race or religion, we should be appreciated by people around us for our peace and gentleness. This is one way of being more Christlike. Col. 3:15 and 2 Cor. 10:1 show us that these are qualities found in Christ. 
b. Salvation: Discussion question (Tit. 3:3–8)
What does Tit 3:3–8 tell us about salvation:
Answer
Our need for salvation: We were ignorant, disobedient and lost. We were slaves under different kinds of desires and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy. We were despicable and full of hate. We were definitely in need of salvation (v 3). 
The source of our salvation: God is the source of our salvation (v 4). We could not save ourselves. Through his mercy (v 5) and his grace (v 7) we can be saved. 
The foundation for our salvation: It is not our righteousness and good deeds that saves us (v 5) but the mercy of God as he sent us his Son Jesus Christ (v 6). It is his love and act of grace that is the foundation for our salvation. The foundation for our salvation is not our works of righteousness but his work of mercy on the cross. 
The means of our salvation: In verse 5 Paul describes the means of salvation with four words – washing, rebirth, renewal and the Holy Spirit. Washing is a reference to water baptism which is an outward sign on our rebirth inside. Rebirth means that we are made new creations in Christ, as is mentioned in 2 Cor. 5:17. Renewal has to do with the ongoing work of sanctification in our lives that follows the new birth. The Holy Spirit is the agent through whom we are reborn and renewed and whom God poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Saviour (v 6). These four words are all means for our salvations and are all needed. 
The goal of our salvation: The goal of our salvation is eternal life (v 7) when we will receive our full inheritance in heaven. This is our hope and future.
 
Second Timothy chapter 1 (Timothy)
Discussion question
Reflect on these four points about Timothy:
	His parental upbringing

	His spiritual friendship

	His special gift

	His personal discipline

Answer
Look at each point and think about your own life. Repeat what are the four major influences that had shaped Timothy’s life? Are you aware of similar factors at work in your own life?
Discussion question
Why are mentors and believing friends important? Do you have friends and mentors in your Christian life? If not, is there anything you can do to find such people? 
Answer
It is important to have people that are examples for us in our Christian life. We can ask them for advice and guidance. A mentor (person who has been a believer longer than you and whom you trust) can teach you how to act in certain situations, can encourage you, but also discipline you, so that you can grow in Christ. 
Discussion question
What spiritual and natural gifts do you see in each other and in yourselves? Are you using them? 
(The students will have their own answers.) 
 
Second Timothy chapter 1 (the gospel)
Discussion question
Explain what has happened to death through Jesus’ victory?
Answer
Christ abolished death and he brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. This means that death no longer has the final say in our lives. Death from this present life will come, but it is not the end. 
Discussion question
Why do people still die? How would you comfort and counsel someone who is worried about and afraid of death?
Answer
Paul wrote in 1 Cor. 15:26 that the final abolition of death still lies in the future. It is the last enemy of God to be destroyed. So still today people will die despite Jesus’ victory. But death has, as we said in the previous question no longer the final say. 
That is why sharing the gospel is so important for us. People need to know Christ before they die. When we know Christ, death becomes a defeated enemy and we have no need to fear it. 
 
Second Timothy chapter 2 (Christian ministry)
1. Preserve the truth of the gospel (2 Tim. 1:12, 14; 2:2)
Question
Repeat the four stages in the handing down of the truth in the group. Can you see this at work today? How can you and I live in this way of training? 
Answer
(The students will have their own answers.) 
2. Three metaphors about Christian ministry (2 Tim. 2:3–6)
Discussion question
Can you think of things that can hinder you as a soldier of Christ? They do not have to be sins but things of this world that can entangle a believer. What can you do to bring about a change? 
Answer
Things that can hinder us are for example our concerns for our family and friends, our worries for food, clothes and house, our concerns for the future. (The students will have their own answers about how to bring about a change.)
Discussion question
In what ways can Christian life be hard work? 
Answer
Christian life can for example be hard as we have to give up our own will, ambitions and goals to follow God’s way. We might also face opposition and persecution. In First Timothy we learnt the importance of living a simple and content life and that sometimes there will be material temptations. We can also, of course, face other temptations that may make us lose focus on Christ. 
Discussion question
What kind of harvest will we reap?
Answer
We will reap primarily two things. Holiness is one harvest. When we do our part, working hard in the field and living lives glorifying to God, we will reap a changed life and ourselves become more like Jesus, bearing the fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22–23). The other harvest is people coming to faith. Jesus said that the harvest is great and that workers are needed (Matt 9:38–39). The workers are the ones that will rejoice over the harvest. They have worked hard with tears, sweat and pain in prayer and sacrifices. 
3. Our common Christian experience (2 Tim. 11–13)
Discussion question
Consider Christ, Paul and yourself. What suffering can you see in their lives and in your own? 
Answer
Christ gave up the glorious life in heaven and came to earth and became one of us. He lived simply and did not own much. He faced severe temptations and often had to face difficulties alone. He did not have his own family with wife and children. He was mocked and ridiculed and many did not believe him. He went through torture and even death. 
Some of Paul’s sufferings we can read about in 2 Cor. 11:23–33. 
(The students will have their own answers about their suffering.)
Discussion question
What has suffering led to – in their lives and in yours (as far as you can know)?
Answer
Jesus was raised and exalted, Phil. 2:9–11, and his sufferings led to salvation for all people. 
Paul rejoiced in his sufferings, 2 Cor. 12:9–10. When he was weak, Christ was strong in him. In Rom. 5:3–5 Paul says that sufferings give perseverance that gives character that gives hope. Suffering gives hope of God’s salvation. Paul also says that in the difficulties we face, God will give us strength, Phil. 4:13.
(The students will have their own answers about their suffering.)
4. Three more metaphors about Christian ministry (2 Tim. 2:14–26)
Discussion question
Read 2 Tim. 2:23–26 and study the character of the servant. 
	Can you see all or some of these characteristics in the workers of God’s kingdom today? How are they seen or not seen?

	Can you see these characteristics in yourself? 

	Which of these characteristics do you need to work more on to be moulded by God?

(The students will have their own answers.)
 
Second Timothy chapter 3 (remain in the gospel)
Paul’s charge to Timothy (2 Tim. 3:14–17)
Discussion question
It is written that Scripture is God-breathed. What do you think this means? 
Answer
The authors were inspired by God as they wrote and Scripture is given from God. The expression Paul uses shows that the message is God’s own breath, his true word spoken by his mouth. 
Question
It is written that Scripture is useful. In what ways is it useful? 
Answer
Because Scripture is God-breathed it is useful for us, in two ways: 
First, Paul says in v 15 that Scripture instructs us of salvation. The Bible is a basically a handbook for salvation. From the creation onwards the Bible shows God’s love for mankind despite sinful rebellion. And throughout Scripture we find God reaching out to establish relationship between him and human beings. The Bible teaches us that the life, the death and the resurrection of Jesus together constitute God’s salvation and redemption plan for us. Paul, and the whole Bible, points to Jesus Christ is the source of God’s salvation. Jesus Christ is the centre of God’s redemptive work. 
Secondly, in v 17 and 18, Paul says that Scripture is good for teaching and for conduct. He says the Scripture is “useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”. When we learn God’s word and live in it, we will be able to teach the truth and correct false teaching. We will mature and live righteous lives. 
Discussion question
How have you found Scripture useful in your own life? Give one or two examples. 
(The students will have their own answers.)
Second Timothy chapter 4 (proclaim the gospel)
Three reasons for proclaiming the gospel (2 Tim. 4:1–8)
Discussion question
Why is the coming of Christ a reason for preaching the gospel? Do you often think of Christ’s return? Do you long for it? 
Answer
Jesus is coming back, and he will judge the living and the dead. We need to preach the gospel because people need to know about God’s salvation and Jesus’ return. 
(The students will have additional answers.) 
Discussion question
Why is the present situation a reason for preaching the gospel? Have you experienced that people do not want to listen to the truth but prefer false teaching and other religions? Do you find it easy or hard to face this fact? How can we help each other to persevere in our calling?
Answer
The people of the world are not interested in listening to the truth but more eager to listen to teaching that pleases them and allows them to follow their own desires. Therefore it is important to stand firm in the truth and continue to teach it. We are called to faithful. 
(The students will have additional answers.)
We can help each other persevere by praying together and sharing our lives in Christ with each other. We can share our struggles and our questions and so support one another. 
Discussion question
Why is the older generation of believers a reason for us to preach the gospel? Do you have an older role model in faith? Have you experienced that the older generation in your church trusts you to do the ministry or do you feel they are hindering you? Share your experiences.
Answer
The older generation of believers are our examples and the ones who have prepared the way. When they have finished their race there has to be a younger generation ready to step in and do the work of the Lord. Whether the predecessors have been good or bad examples, it is now up to the younger generation to be role models for believers.
(The students will share their experiences and answers.) 
Second Timothy chapter 4 (Paul)
Paul shares from his heart (2 Tim. 4:9–21)
Question
What factors contributed to Paul’s sense of isolation?
Answer
	Paul felt deserted by his friends. People close to him had left him, either because of love for the world or because they were busy in ministry elsewhere, 4:9–13. 

	He had been opposed by Alexander the coppersmith, 4:14–15. 

	He did not have any support from people during his first trial hearing, 4:16–18. 

Question
What human needs does Paul show here?
Answer
He shows the need of human companionship, of keeping warm and of keeping his mind entertained.
Discussion question
Can you understand Paul’s situation? Have you experienced loneliness? Have you been deserted by people? Have you been in need of practical help? Share in your group. 
(The students will share their experiences.)
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